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INTRODUCTION

The County Surveyor commissioned Cornwall Archaeological Unit to carry out a desk-based
assessment of the defined corridor for the proposed A30 Bodmin Bypass to Indian Queens
road improvement, as a first stage in the selection of a route for the new road.

The assessment consisted of extracting information from the Cornwall Sites and Monuments
Record, and plotting sites from Aerial Photographs. No detailed survey or fieldwork was
carried out.

Further more detailed assessment will be required before it will be possible to produce a
definitive statement on the archaeological content of the area and to define the extent of
additional investigation and recording which will be required before construction commences

Fay th
on the new road.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORIC SITES WITHIN THE ROAD CORRIDOR

The area centred around Goss Moor is particularly rich in evidence for past human activity.
An initial desk-based appraisal of the route corridor has identified over 200 sites of
archaeological and historic interest representing every period from earliest prehistory up to
industrial features of the recent past. All sites and areas are marked on the archaeological
constraints map and listed in the accomapnying gazetteer.

Prehistoric sites

Probably the earliest evidence for human activity are the flint scatters on Castle-An-Dinas
Downs and at Little Innisvath, which represent the debris from stone tool making which is
likely to be between 4 and 8 thousand years old.  Castilly Henge, a Neolithic ceremonial -
enclosure on Innis Downs, was constructed around 2500 BC, and placename evidence for

stone-rows (ceremonial avenues) and single standing stones indicate the probable locations

of other sites of this period of early prehistory.

More numerous are the Bronze-Age burial mounds or Tumuli, of which there are twenty-nine
possible examples in the corridor. Evidence for Bronze-Age activity also comes from
artefacts found within the corridor, of pottery and metalwork including two cauldrons which
have been recovered from streamworks in the area, possibly indicating sites of prehistoric
tin extraction. |

Not until the Iron-Age however does evidence for prehistoric settlements begin to appear,
with a major tribal centre within the defences of the hillfort of Castle-An-Dinas lying at the
centre of a network of minor defended farmsteads or "Rounds’ (so called because of their
characteristic circular form). Again, most of the rounds are indicated by placenames, though
a well preserved rampart survives at Demelza.




Early medieval and medieval sites

For the medieval period a much fuller record of settlement and related activities has
survived. Early christian sites, including churches, chapels, holy wells, crosses and hospitais
are well represented in the corridor, and many of the modern settlements would have been
established in the pre-Norman period, even though the first documented references occur
during the Norman period, when record-keeping became more commonplace.

Many of the medieval settlements are surrounded by well preserved traces of strip field
systems, reflecting medieval farming practices, and incorporating such features as dovecotes
and pounds. This can be particularly well appreciated at Tregoss and Belowda, where the
settlements and their fields are almost completely surrounded by moorland, and the original
extent of the field systems are largely unaffected by pressure from neighbouring farmsteads.
This situation affords the opportunity to study the overall layout and development of medieval
strip field systems which is rarely encountered in more intensively farmed lowland areas of
the county. ’

As well as strip field systems the area contains good examples of other classes of fields,
including the small irregular fields representing piecemeal enclosures of moorland or waste,
typified by the fields around Gothers and Carbis, and large regular rectangular fields
representing post-medieval enclosures of mooriand, as on Castle Downs and north of Roche.

Goss Moor lies at the heart of the medieval Stannary of Blackmoor, which recorded the
largest output of tin of all the Stannaries throughout the medieval period. Most of the rough
land within the corridor bears traces of tin streaming, and Goss Moor itself is the largest
continuous expanse of streamworkings surviving in Britain. The Blackmoor streamworkings
have not been surveyed and recorded in any detail, and the area will require particularly
careful investigation and survey since it is clear that there is no possible route through the
corridor which will not affect some areas of streamworks.

Post-Medieval and Early Modern sites

In the post medieval period the development of new settlements is mainly restricted to the
establishment of a few new farms, some from the sub-division of older establishments (eg
Higher and Lower Kernick, Higher and Lower Trenoweth) and some sporadic housing along
the main road (eg Victoria, Higher Brynn).

Mining of the mineral riches of the area begins in the 18th century, and tin, iron and
wolfram mines are all recorded during the 19th and 20th centuries. China clay was exploited
from the late 18th century, and other industries in the corridor, many of which will have
originated in the medieval period include corn mills, tucking mills, smithies, clay pits, a
dyehouse, a smelting house and limekilns.

Transport and communications are represented by early railway routes; the line across Goss
Moor formed part of the Treffry Tramway which developed into the Cornwall Minerals
Railway, and the A30, formerly a turnpike route, is thought to be aligned on the course of
a Roman road.




THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL IMPLICATIONS

Archaeology can be defined as the study of the development of the modern world, its origins
and how things come to be as they are today, based on the study of the material remains of
past cultures. The landscape is a product of decisions about food, fuel and shelter and is as
much a cultural artefact as potsherds and flint tools. In this study, although certain types of
sites and areas have been identified as being of particular archaeological significance, the
landscape ought to be viewed as a whole, with prehistoric and medieval sites representing
earlier episodes in the continuing story of the countryside. From an archaeological
perspective, the whole of the Jandscape is a single continuous archaeological site, and in this
respect all change is potentially damaging. The challenge is to manage change to minimise
disturbance to the landscape, and to provide protection to important sites and areas.

It will clearly be impossible to construct a road through this corridor without impinging on

‘at least some of the sites which have been shown on the map as being of particular

archaeological importance. Apart from discrete sites such as Bronze-Age barrows, holy
wells and Medieval settiements, which can generally be avoided by incorporating slight
deviations in the route, the major problem which this area throws up is the survival of
extensive and important tracts of medieval and post-medieval field systems and streamworks,
which are practically continuous across the central section of the corridor.

The value of the fields lies in their variety, good preservation and completeness, and they
are the major element of the special character of the area. Little survey or research has
focused on the field remains of medieval and post-medieval streamworking. The recovery of
Bronze-Age artefacts from early workings may indicate sites of prehistoric tin streaming and
this aspect of the archaeology of the area is potentiaily of the highest importance.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The information presented here should be an adequate basis for the selection of a shortlist
of possible routes through the area. '

An essential component of the continuing road scheme project should be the commissioning
of a programme of more detailed field study and evaluation. It would be most cost-effective
for this next stage of archaeological assessmment to focus on a shortlist of possible routes,
once these have emerged from the consulatation procedures currently under way.  The
study should give particular attention to the areas of tin streamworking, and to the medieval
fields and settlements. The main function of the study should be to characterise the remains
and to recommend what level of additional survey, excavation and recording will be required
both before and during the toad construction programme for each route.
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