


an (ueens Road Scbeme

The A30 trunk road runs the length of Cornwall, linking
Penzance with Exeter in Devon. The Bodmin to Indian
Queens section has formed a bottleneck on the route

for many years. The road was a single calriageway

and became notorious for accidents caused by the low
head-room ‘Iron Bridge” on Goss Moor.

In 2002 the Highways Agency appointed Alfred
McAlpine and their designer Scott Wilson to design
and construct the necessary road improvements. The
team has now finished building 11.5km of new dual
carriageway, nine bridges, 6 Skm of side road, as well
as extensive landscaping and environmental works.
Through the lifetime of the project, Mouchel Patkman
and RPS have provided Highways Agency with expert
advice. The ‘Early Contractor Involvement” scheme has
enabled the team to adopt a strong partnering approach,
dealing with archaeological and ecological matters ina
positive and proactive manner

Plans for the new road have been under consideration
since the 1970s. However, the need for an improvement
: has grown dramatically over the last 10 years. Daily

ﬂﬂd bave Pfatsed tke SCbeme T traffic has increased by 73%, leading to increased
congestion and traffic delays, particularly in the holiday
periods. Design work on the £93 million road scheme
began in earnest in 2002. Qur aim was to reduce
congestion, improve reliability and road safety, while
respecting the environment.

The road scheme had to be built through some importan
areas for wildlife, including a National Nature Reserve
at Goss and Tregoss Moors, which is protected under

f British and European law We have taken this as an

8l opportunity to improve the local environment,
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- Thereafter the Iandscape of Goss Moor -
became damp, open moorfand which, by around
o AD 1300, was used as pasture and asa source of tin
ore and also peat for fuel :

: 3 The area around Belowda and l'regoss seems: to
©.. " have remained qutte attractive for settlement, as -
'_ ‘permanent hamlets were estabhshed by the early
o "medieval period (about AD 1000 1350) surrounded
" by isolated pockets of open arable strtp fields: The
kS pattern of these ancient strip. fields was preserved
- ‘when they wére converted into pasture in the late
.- medieval penod (about AD 1350 - 1600).- - They were
““enclosed with Cornish hedges whlch have survived to
5 the present day, providing cover and habltats for W11d :
" -anlmals such as dormlce and adders : :

< Rich natural depos1ts of stream tin’ on Goss Moor

: :'3_certa1n1y attracted settlers 10 the area from the 12th .
i century ‘onwards; and: may “have done’ 50 in’ earher '
: pertods aliowmg people to supplement a meagre

- living from farming by panntng or streaming for = -
“otim, During the Industrial Revolution, from the late
“ 1700, the extraction of surface deposrts of ¢ stream
*tin’ ‘and déep'mining both became big business.

- The tin-workings once formed dramatic scars on

- the landscape but. today the overgrown spoﬂ heaps

- and settling ponds alongside the old A30 are ideal
habitats for a wide range of plant and animal species,
particularly reptiles

In the eatly 1800s, Iarge expanses of
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. The eatly farmmg commumtles of

Brltam bl.ult such’ monuments during the L
Neollthlc and early Bronze Age They vary greatly
i in size - Stonehenge 1s the most famous example '
'The Royalton crrcle is much smaller by compauson.
Some were sunple GIrcuIar or oval enclosures '
'usual[y with ¢ one or two entrances and an earth

~ bank around the out31de Others 11ke the Royaiton
o 'cn'cle enclose settmgs of tlmber posts or stones :

L Ihe purpose of these monurnents is st111 a mystery,
o "although itis generally accepted that they were- used
'_as arenas. for ceremonial gathenngs and rituals; |
:'_ mcludmg anlmal and (rareiy) human sacnﬁce Some
: 'snes also served as cemeterles for human crematlon: i
v burlals Preh;stonc t1mber cuoles are sometlmes e
_found on their own Our archaeolog1sts found two
circles of plts agaln for supportmg uprlght tnnbers
at Belowda “We have’ radiocarbon dated the cncles S
) the eaﬂy Bronze Age . one was built about 1800
~ BCand the other, poss1b1y arepIacement '
about 1600 BC

near the Innls
out, is a large oval eaxthwork enclosure that was probably
Neolithic period. The new road junction was designed
ng the monument or its immediate surroundings. When
ipped the topsoil in the nearest areas, no prehistoric







chaeology Foundation Course students worked on
dhouses during a training dig organised by the A30
oup of 12 students were taking part in a one-week

s have studied

lins, preserved in waterlogged conditions in a stream valley
if Castle-an-Dinas, close to the Belowda roundhouses.
s, 2. generally damp, open, moorland

gjar© Sam Morgan Mbbfe):_. '



s A30 follows the main ancient
st route into west Cornwali. It probably
he line of a Roman road, and may even
rigins in a prehistoric track. In the 1760s
was established as a Turnpike road, which
straightening and improving the section

1ss Moor, diverting it away from the narrow
ine through Belowda An ancnymous
scribed it, writing in 1795:

. - 11 miles of most excellent 1 g
mdian Queent : road mo, sti
_to the A1l moorland, not a tree to be seen on this road ty upon 4 level

A30 route passes through a series of

erved strip fields which surround the
amlets of Belowda and Tregoss Strip fields
il of medieval (AD 1066-1550) ‘open-field’
n Cornwall, but rarely survive in the :
day The hamlets of Belowda and Tregoss  § son Ralph de Arindell, oné of the major lasidowners i, the a1
nentioned in documents dating from the ‘forced 1o take refuge in the Parsonage at St.Columb from an angry.r
ntury AD, but they may pre-date the _ e rom '_ and. Trer sarren, after he .r_ii:_d.to enforce the
nan conquest " payment.of dues on tin ore: o '
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The heyday of Iarge-scale Comlsh tin- _
: extractlon was: between 1840 and 1860. A slump.
“in the worIdW1de pnce of tin from the 1860s led:
;f' to'a coilapse in the Comlsh matket and the mass g
'emlgratlon of miners from Cornwall. Deserted
_ 'mmmg featuzes from the: most intensive phase of tin
" extraction can be clearIy seen bes1de the new A30-
road, 1nc1udmg the scarsof laxge scaie streamworks- :
' ':_ around the headwatezs of. the River Fal on Goss. e )
: Moor the- Royalton Mine: build and engine R _
* houseés on'the slopes of. Belo acon and ARt |
Castle an-Dins. S




s our archaeologists excavated
lence of past environments, our
ists studied today's beathland and
land habitats, seeking not only to
imise disturbance, but to provide
e environmental gains. Here, with
ples of the species that benefited, is
how we did it.
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1se the fields and hedgerows around thé. A30 |
pipistrelle, brown long-eared bat, natterer’s bat
1's (or whiskered) bat. It was important that




The A30 Bodmin to Indian Queens
road improvement scheme has shown that positive
conservation benefits can be achieved as part of a
major road development.

By improving access to the west of Cornwall the road
scheme has created opportunities for tourism, industry
and rural communities in the South-West. At the same

time, engineers, ecologists and archaeologists have
worked together to safe-guard rare and protected wildlife
species and ancient monuments. In doing so we have
taken the opportunity to improve the environment for
the benefit of wildlife conservation, cultural heritage
and public enjoyment.
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