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A30 MERRYMEET JUNCTION IMPROVEMENT
ARCHAEOLOGY & CULTURAL HERITAGE:
Stage 2 Archaeological Assessment

1. SUMMARY

A Stage 2 archaeological and historical appraisal of the proposed A30 Merrymeet Junction
Improvement was carried out by AC archaeology between January and December 2002, The
assessment included data gathered from the National Monuments Record (English Herituge)
Swindon, the Devon County Sites and Monuments Record, the Devon County Records Office
and the National Air Photograph Libravy at Swindon. as well ay a walkover survey of the
site. The assessment identified three archaeological sites and five historic buildings within a
study area that consisted of 64 hectares. centred on the proposed Merrymeer junction, None
are protected as Scheduled Monuments, one building is Listed al grade 2. Three imporian
hedgerows maybe affected. The assessment eoncludes that rene of the sites or buildings
wdentified would pose an insurmouniable problem o the future of the proposed scheme. It is
also proposed that further archacological work in the form of field evaluation should form a
Stage 3 assessment.

2. INTRODUCTION

2.1 This report sets out an assessment ol archaeological and culiural heritage issues
relating to the proposed A30 Merrvmect Junction improvement.

2.2 The assessment has been prepared by AC archacology on behalf of Parsons
Brinckerholl {or the [lighways Agency and is based on a Siage 2 study as defined in
Chapler 8 ' Stages of Archaeological Assessment’ and Chapter 13 ‘Stages of
Assessment for the Buill Heritage'in Volume 11 Section 3 Part 2 of the Design
Manual for Roads and Bridges. The results of the assessment have been assembled
and reviewed in accordance with the DETR ' (uidance on the Methodology for
Multi-Modal Studies’.

2.3 The scopc of the assessment has included:

*  Archacological sites, monuments and [inds;

* Listed Buildings and other structures of historic intcrest;
*  Conservalion Areas;

* Parks & Gardens of Special Historic Interest;

= Batilefeld sites;

* Hedgerows of Historic Importance.

2.4 A study arca has been 1dentified for the Stage 2 asscssment of approximatcly 64
hectares conforming to the boundarics shown on Tig. 1 of this report and based on
Drawing Number HH143373A/P/17 produced by Parson Brinckerhoff on behalf of
the Highways Agency.
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2.5 The objective of the study 1s to undertake sufficient assessroent to identify the

archacological factors. historic buildings and sites, and the effects upon them. 10 be
taken into account in further devcloping the scheme oplions.

METHODOLOGY
The following sources ol information have been consulted:

« information held by the Devon County Council Sites and Monuments Record
(SMR), County Hall, Exeter:

» information held by the National Monuments Record and National Buildings
Record, English Heritage, Swindon ;

« information held by the Devon County Record Office and Westcountry Studies
Library, Exeter;

« awalkover survey of those areas of the study area likely to be aftected by the
scheme.

RECORDS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND FINDS

4.1 A summary of information held in the County and National archaeolopical
databases are set out on Table 1. This includes the records of bulldings or other
structures that no longer survive as above ground remains. A total of three sites was
noted within the study area (Al - A3 on Fig. 1 and Table 1), none of which are
Scheduled Ancient Monuments. These sites arc discussed here by period.

4.2 Roman (AD 43 - AD 410)
The line of the A30 is penerally considered 1o follow the course of a Roman Road, but
no specific SMR entry exists for this within the study arca.

4.3 Post Medieval (AD 1300 - 1799)

The sites of two former farm complexes have been identified within the study area.
Daveycourt Farm (site A2) appears first on the 1809 Ordnance Survey map (Fig. 3)
and is recorded as a cottage and garden on the 1841 tithe map of Hittisleigh (Fig. 7).
This small farm complex was no longer in existence by the 1963 OS edition (¥ig. 12).
A second cottage and garden (site A3) appears (irst on the ITittisleigh tithe map, but
by the 1st edition O8 6" map of 1887 all that remains is a small agricultural building
(site B3).

Table 1: Summary of Recorded Archaeological Sites and Finds |

SITE | SMR NMR | NGR TYPE DESCRIPTION DATE STATUS
NO REF. REF, o ) B
Al SX695E - SX69%05244 | Ficld nume | 'Barrow Meadow', Unceriain Nonc
(HE Nothing shown on 1946
I ) ‘ | Aerial photographs
A2 SHKOVSIL - SX69619301 | Sileof Draveyeourt Farm. shown | Post ‘ Mong
100 o Lithe map as cottage Medicval
and garden. Nut on 1963
A3 SX695LE - SX65329267 | Sheof Cotluge and parden Post None
i01 shown on tithe map. Not Medieval
on 1963 05
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4.4 Undated

A field to the south east of the Merrymeet junction retains the field name ‘Barrow
Meadow' (sitc Al). There is no evidence on aenal photographs for a barrow or other
earthwork feature on the site.

=R LISTED BUILDINGS AND OTHER SURVIVING STRUCTURES OF
HISTORIC INTEREST

5.1 Information heid in the County and National databases, supplemenied by relerence
to the English Heritage Statutory List of Buildings of Special Architectural or Histone
Importance, and a sile walkover, ts sct out on Table 2. The location of individual
buildings is shown on Fig . 1.

Tablc 2: Summary of Surviving Historic Buildings

SITE SMR REF. NMR NGR | DESCRIPTION DATE S5TATUS
NO o REF. |
131 SXeYsE 049 - SXG90925 Former chapel and school, Chupe] opened | None
now vitlape hall 1866

B2 SX6Y817 095 - SX09279283 | Warraway. First shown on Later 18th None
map of 1809. Possibly on the | century?
sile of & medieval building,
sdid to be the home ol

Micholas Bynortheweye in

1333
B3 SXELS1 (196 _ §X69429272 | Morrymect. Shownon | 9T%th century | Nonc
Donn's map ol 1765
B4 SX695E 138 - SKAQI8927T | (iranite pateposts SW of Mid 19th LB
Marraway farmhouse, Mid century
0 AU B L - 1L I
BS - - SXa9329268 | amall cob barn noted in 19th century | None
walkover

5.2 There are five buildings of historic interest in the study area. One of these (site
134) is Grade II listed, three have been noted as structures of historical interest by the
Devon Sites and Monuments Record and one is previously unrecorded in existing
databases. None of the bunldings are calegonsed as Grade TT* or higher and therefore
considered 1o be ol no more than local importance. These buildings are generally
individual examples of local architectural style and reflect the dispersed nature of
settlement in the locality.

5.3 Post Mcdieval Buildings

Merrvmeet (site B3) is a small two-storey stone-built cottage some 150m to the south
west of the existing Merrymeet A30 junction (Plate 2). It is first shown on Benjamin
Donn’s ‘Map of Devon’ from 1763, although there is little further evidence to indicate
its original date of construction, or whether the present building is original. 1t is
currently set back from the modern roadside and lies adjacent to an abandoned length
of the former A3(.

5.4 Nineteenth Century buildings

The granite gateposts of Narraway [Touse to the north of Whiddon Down (site B4) are
Grade 11 listed, although Narraway House itself (sitc B2), a modermn building built on
the possible site of the Medieval home of Nicholas Bynortheweye, 1s unlisted. The
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possibility that Narraway lies on the site of earlier settlement would enhance the
archacological potential. A mid 19th century chapel and school building in Whiddon
Down (site 131) has morc recently been used as a village hall,

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE DEVELOPMENT

6.1 Introduction

This section of the report presents evidence from historical maps relevant to the land
use history of the study area. It includes a summary ol the map examined and a brief
commentary on the contnbution that each provides in interpreting the evolution ol the
present landscape. Copies of relevant maps are included as Figs 2 - 12,

6.2 Late 18th - Early 19th Century Maps

The earliest map of the study arca was drawn up by a Benjamin Donn as part of his
"Map of Devon’, first published in 1765 (Fig. 2). Although lacking somewhat in
detail, this map illustrates the basic road layout of the arca and indicates that 10 the
wiest, at Whiddon Down, the land was still unenclosed. Within the study area the land
alongside the road was wholly cnclosed at this time,

The Ordnance Survey 17 map of 1809 (Fig. 3), and ihe Ordnance Survevors' drawings
of 1803-04 (I'ig. 4) and 1806-07 (Fig. 5), provide the earliest depiction of the
dispersed pattern of local farming communiues. the field systems and trackways. The
patierns of field established by this dale is broadly similar to the present day within
much of the study area.

6. 3 Tithe Map Coverage 1839 - 1841

The study area appears on the Drewsteignion tithe map of ¢.1839 (Fig. 6) and the
Hittisleigh tithe map of 1841 (Fig. 7). The pattern of ficid cstablished by the end of
the eighteenth century is largely unchanged other than by some limited subdivision,
but they record expansion of existing scttlements, al Narraway and west of Merrymect
(site A3). Land in the vicinity of the proposed road improvements is largely arable at
this datc (Fig. 10).

6.4 Later 19th and 20th Century Printed Maps

The First editton Ordnance Survey 6" map published in 1888 (Fig, 11) shows little
change in the field pattemn of fields from the tithe maps. The setllement at Whiddon
DDown has extended to the north of the Exeter Road by this date and significantly the
[arm to the west of Merrvmect (sitc A3) is now only represented by onc structure,
presumably the barn B3, The setilement and field pattern in the era immediately
preceding the modern improvements of the A30 and the petrol station / hotel
development is well-depicied on the 1963 Ordnance Survey map (Fig. 12).
Significantly, by this datc Daveycourt Farm has been removed. The modemn landscape
in 2002 1s depicted on I'ig. 1 and shows the rationalisation of ficlds around the new
road alignment.
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AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS

7.1 The collection of aerial photographs held at the National Monuments Record in
Swindon, Wiltshire was consulted in January 2002, A full hst of the photographs thal
were consulted 1s given in Appendix |.

7.2 A serics of rectilincar cropmarks was noted in a large rectangular field
immediately to the south-gast of Merrvmeet junction on a vertical photograph taken
by the Ordnance Survey (08569447/34) 1n October 1969 (C1 on Fig. 1). These linear
features appear to form a series of sub-rectangular enclosures and conform in part to a
pattern of* {ield boundanes noted on the eastern edge of the 1888 OS map (Tig. 11).

7.3 No other archaeological features were noted from these photographs.
SITE VISIT

8.1 Introduction

The site walkover survey was carried out on 5th January 2002, Each land unit within
the study area that has been inspected has becn given a plot number. These numbers
arc referred to throughout this scction and are shown on Fig, 1. Selected photographs
from the walkover survey are mcluded.

8.2 Plot 1

A modern landscaped area adjacent to the Iravelodge and petrol station. The land 1s
grass-covered and previous land shaping indicating subsurface disturbance is evident.
The north-cast boundary is formed by a modern post & rail fence.

8.3 Plot2
This is also down to grass with some gorsc scrub. The north-east boundary 1s formed
by a modern {ence at the wop of cutting for the A30.

8.4 Plot 3

This plot comprises the abandoned fength of the former A382 and is metalled. The
boundary between Plots 1/2 and 3 is formed in part by a substantial hedgebank ol
uncertain construction, but which survives up to g height of 1m + (Plate 1). To the
notth of the gate into Plot 1 (in the area (o be affected by the scheme proposals) the
hedgebank survives only intermittently. partly as a result of removal by a pipeline
crossing. To the south of the gale a double bank survives cither side of a former road
ditch. To the south-west the building known as "Merrymeet' (site B3) lics at a slightly
lower level than the road (Plate 2).

8.5Plot 4

The existing A382 road lies 10 & modem cutting with a stecp face on the north side,
less sieep on the south side.

8.6 Plot 5
The former course of the minor road leading from Whiddon Down to Hitlisleigh is
preserved on the north-east side of the roundabout. Well-defined hedgebanks arc

A30 Merrvmect Improvement
Stage 2 Archaeclogical and Cidturad Herillage assesyment Report 0202:240 Page 5




present on both sides of the {ormer carmiageway (Plate 3).

8.7 Plot 6
‘The ficld was under grass at the time of inspection.

8.8 Plot 7
The road and road verges on the east and south-east access to the roundabout are
within modern cutlings and have been landscaped .

9, CONSERVATION AREAS OR OTHER DESIGNATIONS

9.1 The study area contains no Conservation Areas, Parks and Gardens of Special
Historic Interest included 1n the English Heritage Register or battlelields included in
the English Heritage Register.

{12 IMPORTANT HEDGEROWS

10.1 A large number of the boundaries within the study arca are shown on the
Drewstcignton or Hittisleigh tithe maps (1839 - 1841) and would therelore be
considered to be important under eriterion 5 (a) of Schedule 1 of The Hedgerow
Regulations 1997, in that they:

‘are recorded in o document held at the relevant date at o Record Office as an
integral part of a field system pre-dating the Inclosure Acts.’

10. 2 Within the scheme proposals only threc hedgerows are affected that are
considered to be imporiant on historical criteria.

11.  ASSESSMENT

11.1 Archaeological Sites

The majority of sites rccorded in the study area are considered to be of Post-Medicval
date. There is circumstantial evidence {or 2 Roman road on the former A30 alignment,
but otherwise no recorded sites arc dircetly or indirectly affected by the scheme
proposals,

The area has not been the subject of previous systematic field survey and it is
reasonable Lo suppose that the current level of archaeological data understaies the full
polential lor buried archacological remains, Only in Plots 1/2 and Ploi 6 1s there
considered to be any significant potential for the survival of subsurface remains. In
Plot 1 there may have been disturbance by modern landscaping,

While none of the recorded sites 15 ikely to be considered of national importance nor
presents an overriding constrami 1o the road improvement, the limited potential for
turther archaeological finds leads to the conclusion that archaeological issues should
be considered at future stages of planning and development.
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11.2 Listed Buildings and other Buildings of Historic Interest

The presence of. and likely impacts on, listed and other historic buildings is 4 malerial
consideration 1o the assessment of the scheme. The historie structures (B1- B3) are
significant in a local contex! in recording the patlem of settlement development in the
last threc centuries. They are susceptible to eflects on their physical preservation by
noise, vibration ete. and indirectly from ellects 1o their historic setungs. The present
scheme proposals, however, appear to have no discernible impacts on the built
cnvironment.

11.3 Important Hedgerows

The arca contains a high proportion of hedged boundaries that are considered
important, a number of which are marked by typical Devon hedge banks in varying
states of prescrvation. There should be a presumption in favour of the retention of
these landscape features, where possible, but those that will be allected have
previously been disconnected from their historical settings by earlier road
improvements and other developments, and cannot be considered to be of more than
local significance.

Removal of hedgerows by the Highways Authority may be permitted under section 6
(1h) of the Hedgerow Regulations 1997.

12 STAGE 3: FUTURE RECOMMENDATIONS

12.1 Introduction

Following the conclusion of this archacological asscssment and consultations
responses from the Archaeological olficer, Devon County Council, the following
programme of works is proposed for a Stage 3 assessment.

12.2 Geophysical Survey
The first stage of an archaeological programme should involve a non-intrusive survey
by geophysical survey of Plots 1/ 2 and 6 within in the proposed land take areas.

12.3 Field Evaluation

Subject to the results of the geophysical survey it may be necessary (0 undertake a
second phase of intrusive field evaluation, involving the excavation of cither machine-
or hand-dug trenches within the land takc arcas. These trenches would target any
subsurface cvidence of archaeological potential and as a control on 'blank' areas. The
precise number and location of the trenches would be agreed following consultations
with the County Archaeological Officer, Devon County Council.

12.4 Hedgerow Survey
The recording of hedgebanks to be affecied will be confirmed during Stage 3 and
undertaken as part of the construction mitigation works.

12.5 Stage 3 report

The results of these surveys will then be presenled in an updated assessment report
which will also include the results of consultations with the County Archaeologist for
Devon and English Heritage. This report will also contain any proposed mitigation.
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APPENDIX 1
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH COVER SEARCH
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Fig. 3. Qrdnance Survey 1-inch map, sheet 25, published 1809 (not to original scale)




Fig. 5: Ordnance Surveyors' Drawing, sheet 36, surveyed 1806-7

[

Sheet 26, surveyed 1803-4

Fig. 4: Ordnance Surveyors' Drawing,




Fig. 6: Detail from Drewsteignton Tithe Map, undated (c. 1839)




Fig. 7. Details from Hittisleigh Tithe Map, 1841 (NB East is to top of map)
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Fig. 9. Sketch derived from tithe maps (¢. 1840), showing parish and estate
boundaries
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Fig. 10: Sketch derived from tithe maps (c. 1840), showing field names
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Plate 1: Hedgebank on boundary of Plots 1/2 and 3

Plate 2. Merrymeet cottage (site B3) and surface of former road in Plot 3




Plate 3. Hedgebanks in Plot 5
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