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1. Introduction

1.1 The Secratary of State for Transport has published an Environmental
Statement which describes an assessment of the environmental effects of the
proposal to improve a section of the A30 trunk voad in Devon hetween
Okehampton and Launceston. The Environmental Statement has been prepared in
accordance with section 105(A) of the Highways Act 1980 (as added to by the
Highways (Assessment of Envirenmental Effects) Regulations 1983).

1.2 This Statement summarises the contents of the Envirconmental Statement
which may be inspected free of charge at all reasonable hourz from 28 April
1989 until 28 July 1989 at the Department of Transport, 2 Marsham Street,
London SW1P 3EB, and at the offices of the Department of Trangport, South West
Region, Falcon Road, Exeter EX? 7LB; Devan County Council, County Hall, Fxeter
EX2 4{W; Borough of West Devon, oaklands Drive, Okehampton EX20 1LH; The post
Office, Sourton Down, Okehampton, Devon: The Post Office, Bridestowe,
Okehampton, Devon and The Post Office, Lifton, Devon.

2, Site Description

2.1 The proposed trunk road improvement would run to the north of the
existing A30 between the west end of the Okehampton Bypass at Sourton Down and
the east end of the Launcesgton Bypass at Liftondown. West of the high ground
near the edge of Dartmoor at Sourton Down the land fdrm is of ridges and
valleys. The landscape i=s not designated as high quality but is an attractive
largely undisturbed rural area. Tt is predominantly pastural with some areas
of conifer and broad-leafed woodland. The principal rivers of the area are
the Thrushel, Wolf and Lew which generally flow in a westerly direction.

2.2 The land is mainly in agricultural use. The existing A30 trunk road
passes through the communities of Lewdown, Tinhay and Lifton and there ig
sporadic development aleong the remainder of the trunk road. The northern
boundary of an Area of Great Landscape value follows tha existing A30 from
Bridestowe to Cross Roads.

3. Schema Description

31 The published route is ghown on the plan attached to this Statement.

It runs in a westerly direction from Sourton Down leaving the existing A30 to
the south and descends inte the valley of the River Thrushel. The river is
crossed at Wrixhill Bridge and the route then climbs over higher ground to
crogs the River Wolf near Nrownsmill. After ¢rossing the high ground south of
Worthat Manor it descends to cross the existing A30 and skirts the south side
of Liftondown before joining the Launcaesten Bypass.

3.2 The standard proposed for the new road is dual 2-lane carriageways.

The reoundabout at Sourton Down would be replaced with a new two level
junction. Junctions would alge be provided with the C493 road from Portgate
to Broadwoodwldger and with the A30 at Liftondown. ARl1l other roads
intarsected by the proposed route would be bridged over or under it with the
exception of the €615 in two places and the UC3, which would he stopped up for
a short distance where crossged by the new road,




4. Mitigation of Adverse Envirommental Effect

4.1 The preferred route announced in 1982 wag chogsen to minimise the effect
on the environment and landscape and subsequent changes to this route Iin the

Wrixhill Bridge and Staddon areas would further reduce the visual intrusion of
the new road.

4.2 landscaping measures comprising tree and ghrub planting and earth
shaping in places would assist in blending the new road into its surroundings
and help create new semi-natural habitats. Earth mounding would be provided
in some areas to screen the road from houses. Some additional land would be
required in places to exteand the highway planting and link the new habitats
with existing areas of wildlife significance. New habitats would be
maintained in a semi-natural condition.

5. Effect of the Scheme on the Environment
5.1 Two areas of environment would be affectad by the schema:

{a) the arega surrounding the existing A30 trunk road,

(k) the rural area in which the proposed new road would be gituated.,
5.2 The existing A30 road passes through the villdges of Lewdown, Tinhay

and Lifton and other smaller hamlets. The proposed scheme when complete would
remove about 90% of the traffic from the existing road which would result in a
subsatantial reduction in noise, fumes and visual intrusion for the inhabitants
of over 300 homes situated near the road. The community severance and dangers
associated with a busy trunk road passing through residential communities
would be rvemoved and the quality of life generally improved.

5.3 The propesed new road would pass though a sparsely inhabited rural area
most of which is farmed and is of little nature conservation value. The
inhabitanta of about 20 houses would experience an increase in noise levels
and visual intrusion as a result of the new route. Some small areas of
natural habitat would be destroyed, but shrub and tree planting on the new
highway cutting and embankment slopes would create new areas of semi-natural
habitat. Farm severance would be minimised by the selected route alignment
and in many cagses an alternative means of access would be provided whare
significant areas of land would otherwise be izolated.

G. The route now published broadly follews the Blue route put forward at
Publie Consultation. oOther routes cvonsidered at that time followed the
corridor of the existing A30. Although these routes, which are shown on the
attached plan, were more acceptable to farming and nature conservation
interests, the Blue route was considered on balance to be environmentally mere
beneficial and it was the clear preference of the majority of the public who
expregsed a view.
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1.0 Introduction

The Secretary of State for Transport has published propasals for an
improvement of the A30 trunk road between Okehampton and Launceston, in the
form of draft Orders under the Highways Act 1980. He has determined that this
improvement scheme shall ba the subject of an environmental assessment.
Accordingly this Environmental Statement is now publishead summarising the
assessment and the environmental effects of the scheme in accordance with
section 1054 of the Highways Act 1980 (as added by the Hlighways (Assessment of
Environmental Effects) Regulations 1988.)

2.0 S5ite Description

2.1 The proposed route, which is shown on the drawing at Appendix 1, would
Cross an area of moderately undulating land with the characteristic rounded
forms of the culm geology. It is largely dominated by ridges and river
valleys running in a north-east, south-west direction. The River Thrughal
collects its waters on the slopes north-wast of Dartmeor, just south-west of
Okehampton. It then runs south westwards in a well definad valley and is
joined by the River Wolf, running in from the nerth near Tinhay, before
running into the River Lyd, south east of rifton.

2.2 South of the proposed route the River Lew follows a roughly parallel
course to the Thrushel. Much of the Lew Valley lies in an Area of Great
Landacape Value (AGLV) which is beunded on the northern side by the existing
A30 between the junetion with the B3278 and the hamlet of Crossroads. The
AGLV lies roughly 2 kms south of the proposed road.

2.3 The landscape through which the proposed route would paszs is not
designated but it is an attractive, largely undisturbed, rural area, Tt is
pPredominantly pastural with generally small to medium sized fields bounded by
Devon banks and hedges. Tree covar is largely concentrated in the river
valleys along the watercourses or on the lower valley slopes. sevaral areas
of woodland are commercial Plantations and Eastlake Wood, a broad-leafad wood
in the Thrushel Valley, has recently been glear felled by the owner. No Tree
Praservation Orders are in force,

2.4 There are no designated Sites of Special Scientific Interest along the
route and the proposed road would be 1.3 kma north of the Combebow Naturae
Reserve. However, several sites along the proposed routa have been identified
by the Daven Trust for Nature Conservation Ltd (now the bDevon Wildlife Trust)
as having loeal ecological significance.

2.5 The main land usesg are agriculture and forestry. Most of the land is
classified as Grade 3 with large areas of GCrade 4, particularly along the

lower lying river valleys at the eastern end of the scheme,
3. Scheme Description
3.1 General

3.-1.1 7The 12.8 mile long new length of trunk roead which will have dual 2 lane
carriageways will run from Sourton Down at the west end of Okehampton Bypass
to Liftondown at the east end of Launceston Bypass. It would involve the
excavation of approximately 1.5 millien cubic metres of material most of which
will be incorporated in road embankments and landscaping areas. The estimated
cost of the works {including vaT) is £43.75 million.




3.2 Main Line

3.2.1 At its eastern end the new road would leave the existing road at
Sourton Down and swing westwards leaving the axisting A30 to the zouth. After
croaging Cowsen Lane (UC 96) it would enter a deep cutting and descend at an
8% gradient to pass to the north side of Lillicrapp and Week. It would enter
the Thrushel valley near Blatchford and follow the side of the valley until
the crossing of the river at Wrixhill Bridge where it would leave the Thrushel
to pass aleng the foot of the ridge on which Patchill is situated. after
crossing the Breazle Water the route would pass between Wollacott and the
Thrushel and then climb away from the valley in a deep cutting at the wast end
of REastlake Wood. It would pass along the north gide of the ridge on which
Stadden is situated and then descend into the valley of the River Wolf. After
crossing the Wolf the route would climb along the side of a subsidiary valley
to the high ground near Wortham Manor. It would then descend towards
Liftondown where the exizting A30 would be erossed before it joined the
Launceston Bypass.

3.2.2 An indication of the proposed heights of embankments and depths of
cuttings aleny the route is shown on the drawing at Appendix 1.

3.3 Juncticns and Side Roads

3.3.1 The proposed treatment of side roads and the locations of junctions
with the existing road network are shown at Appendix 1.

Three junctiens would be provided as follows:=

(i) at the east end the existing roundabout at Sourton Down would be
replaced by a twe level junction and the A386 road diverted to
pass under the new A30. All desired turning movements at this
junction would be catered for by slip roads;

{ii) where the C493 road leading to Roadford Reservoir passes ovar
the new route te the south of Rexon Cross, slip roads would he
provided to link the two roads and permit all turning movements;
and

(iii} at the west end at Liftondown, the new route would be bridged
aover the existing A30 and slip roads provided to link the two
roads and enable all turning movements to be accomplished.

3.3.2 With three exceptions all other routes intersected would be bridged
over or under the new route without any connections. The exceptions are the
UC 3 t£o the west of Yeat, the €615 south of Wortham and the C615 to the south
of Drownsmill which would be stopped up where they would be severed by the new
route as reasohable alternative routes would exist.

3.4 Structures

3.4.1 The major bridges on the scheme would be constructed in concrete and
can be broadly divided into three categories, ie River Bridges, Reoad
Underbridges and Road Overbridges, a total of 14 structures. Their locations
are indicated on the drawing at Appendix 1 and their sizes are given in Table
1 below.




TABLE 1

Bridge No of Spans Qverall sSpan Height of
(Matres) Approach

Embankment

(Metres)

River Bridges

River Thrushel 2 70 8
C463 Wrixhill 1 7.2 1
Breazle Water 1 5 S
River Wolf 1 10 5
RexXon Stream 2 30 4
Road Underbridgas

A386 Bourton Down 1 17.2 6
729 Week 1 & -
UC1/Breazle Qverspill 1 10 6
670 Wortham 1 7.8 -
A30 Liftondown 1 15.8

Road Overbridges

UC9% Cowsen Lane 2 ig.5 9
€708 Ebsworthy 2 27.2 6
Ellacott Accommodation 2 28.2 1]
C493 Brewers 2 26.3 5

3.4.2 The appearance and details of the bridges have been standardised as
much as posszible. The general appearance would be of vertical abutments and
slab decks and other featuras weuld be incorporated in the designs, to produce
aesthetically pleasing structures.

4. Traffic Flows

4.1 The proposed scheme when opened would remove about 90% of traffic from
the existing A30. There would be little change in the traffic flows on the
minor roads., The existing and predicted traffic flows are shown in Appendix
2.




5. Mitigation of Adverse Environmental rEffects
a1 General

5.1.1 Because the proposed route would pass largely through a sparsely
inhabited rural area, the main adverse environmental effects would be on the
farmland, the landscape in general and natural habitats. The mitigation
measures already taken as part of the selection of the preferred route are,
choice of alignments sympathetic to the existing terrain and, in particular,
two variatiens of the previously published preferred routa:-

{(a) at Wrixhill Bridge, where in order to reduce the length of large
embankment in the Thrushel valley and to position the new bridge
in a move suitabla logation for crossing the river and the C463
read, the route has been moved southwards by about 180m.

§=)] at Staddon, where in order to reduce farm saverance to a minimum
and tuck the line below the top of the ridge in a less
conspicucus pesition, the route has been moved northwards by
about 400m. '

5.1.2 Landgcape proposals would further mitigate the visual effects of the
road and to some degree offset the destruction of some of the natural
habitats. The planting proposals would seek to reflect and link into existing
tree and shrub cover in order to blend the road inpto its surroundings. Some
earth shaping on adjoining land ig also proposed to tie the road earthworks
into the existing contours where possible and enable the land to be returned
to agricultural use.

5-1.3 Farm severance would be kapt to a minimum by the selacted route
alignment but several farms would be substantially affected. Whars
significant areas of farmland would be isolated alternative means of access
would be provided.

5.2 Principal Landscape Proposals

5.2.1 At sourton Cross the proposed grade-separated junction with its
embankments, without landscaping treatment, would intrude upen Sourton Village
and bhe prominent in views from the high ground within the Dartmoor National
Park. However extensive areas of additional land would he taken 2o that
material may be placed and shaped to provide a zolid screen for Sourton apd
soften the lines of the engineering embankments so that when planted the
junction would be largely contained.

5+2.2 The deep cutting through the hill west of Landymoor would be on a
curve and proposed planting would furthar reduce the notch effect.

5.2.3 Beyond Lillierapp the proposed road would run in a valley of a
tributary of the River Thrushel before cutting across the southern flank of
the high ground north west of Wweek Farm. Some additional land would be
acquired for planting to allow stronger links to be made to surrounding
vegetation. No planting would be proposed for the large cutting through the
hill west of Week where the cutting form would reflect the ghape of the
natural hillside.

5.2.4 Between Week and Ellacott the road would run through the commercial
plantation of Waybarton Forest. Several small areas of land would be acquired
to extend the planting from the road earthworks te link with surrounding




vegetation in order to blend the road into its setting and to link the new
semi-natural habitats of the extensive road cutting and embankment s$lopes with
the existing areas of wildlife significance.

5:2.5 West of Waybarton Forest the road would run inte the Thrughel Valley
fitting well with the contours but intruding into some relatively undisturked
semi-natural areasg. The planting proposals would seek to relate the road
gtrongly to the waterside vegetation for visual and ecological reasons and
several areas of land would be acquired to strengthen these ties.

5.2.6 Where Breazle Water joeins the Thrushel it would be necessary to form a
flood channel which would have to be kept clear of vegetation. However, in
liaison with the Water Authority, extensive planting would be introduced to
link the rpadside vegetation on the south side with the trees along the
watergcoursa,

5.2.7 similarly, south of Wollacott, additional land acquigition would
increase the planting potential and create a considerable area of troe cover
along the lower slopes of the river valley. Wooclacott Farm would be screened
from the road by euttings and proposed Planting.

5:2.8 EFastlake Wood has baen claar felled by the owner, however, the road
cuttings through this area weuld ba planted to link any new planting that
may take place in the woodland area.

5.2.9 At Staddon the modified alignment would considerably reducea the
severance problems and the proposed road would be on the north side of the
ridge out of sight of Staddon. Fast Banbury would be protected by the lie of
the land and by its own out buildings.

5.2.10 At the €493 junction earth shaping on adjoining land would be
undertaken to reduce the visual impact of the embankments and the land then
returned for agricultural use. Planting would be undertaken to link with the
existing tree cover in tha well vegetated area around Brewers.

3:2.11 Drownsmill is the confluence of several watercourses including the wolf
with the Rexon Stream. Although the road would cross this area on embankment,
additional acquisition for earth ghaping would degtroy more of the
semi-natural habitat. fThe landscape proposals would therafore he restricted
to extensive planting including some small areas to link with the watercourse
vagetation.

5.2.12 As the road climbsg from the Thrushel Vallay towards Liftondown it would
alternate between embankment and cutting as it crosses the undulating ground
south of Wortham Manor, a Grade II Listad Building. The Manor would be
protected from the proposad road by the rising ground. geveral additional
pocketa of land would be acquired for planting to link into the existing
vegetation pattern and in zome instances to allow a goftening of the
earthworks by land ghaping.

5.2.13 West of veat, which is protected by the shoulder of the hill to the
nerth, the road would descend to Liftondown and join with the Launcaston
Bypass. Several areas of land would ba acquired to allow extensive land
shaping to blend in the earthworks at Liftondown Bridge and also to create an
amenity bund between the proposed road and tha village.

5.2.14 The majority of the planting proposed would be of the native species
found locally thus extending the potential habitat for much of the wildlife to
be found along the road corridor.




& Effect of the Scheme on the Environment
&1 Two areas of environment would be affected by the scheme:

(a) the arsa surrounding the existing A30 trunk road,

() the rural area in which the proposed new road would be situated.
Ga2 The existing A30 passes through the villages of Lewdown, Tinhay and

Lifton and other smaller hamlets. The propoesed scheme when gomplete would
remove about 90% of the traffic from the existing road which would result in a
substantial reduction in noise, fumes and visual intrusicn for the inhabitants
of over 300 homes situated near the road. The community severance and dangers
agsociated with a bhusy trunk road passing through residential communities
would be removed and the gquality of life generally improved.

&.3 The proposed new road would pass through a sparsely inhabited rural
area most of which is farmed and is of little nature conservation value. The
inhabitants of about 20 houses would experience an increase in noise levels
and visual intrusion as a result of the new route. Some small areas of
natural habitat would be destroyed, howaver shrub and tree planting on the new
highway cutting and embankment alopes would create extensive new areas of
semi-natural habitat.

6.4 More datails of the effect of the scheme are given in the appraisal
framework at Appendix 3.

7. Alternative Routes at Public Consultation

7.1 The alternative routes put forward at Public Ceonsultation are shown in
Bppendix 4. The Published Route would broadly follow the Blue PRoute and the
other alternative routes follew the corridor of the existing A30.

7.2 If a dual carriageway standard road was to be built along the existing
A30 corrideor, diversions would be necessary to avoid communities at
Crosslanes, Lobhillcross, Crosg Reoad, Lewdown, Portgate, Tinhay and Lifton.
Some property demolition would also be necessary. Approximataly 9 km of the
20 km length of the existing A30 could be used for a new dual carxiageway but,
owing to the nead for more junctions, it would be of a lower standard than the
proposed scheme. The best corridor route was judged to be the
Brown-0Orange-Green and Red variation.

7.3 Thea best corridor route was considered te be more acceptable to farming
interests but the Blue route was preferable for residents. It would remove
the adverse effects of the road from more residential properties and cause
less community severance than the best corridor route. This was reflected in
the public Consultation response which clearly indicated a preference for the
Blue route., The Blue route would also more closely meet the poliey to bring
environmental benafit. It would be slightly more effective in meeting
transport and devalopment policies and would have an advantage for the
travelling pubklic by causing less delay during construction work and also
operate better in peak traffic conditioens.




7.4 The Blue route with modifications at Lillicrapp and Ellacott was
therefore adopted as the preferred route. Further modifications at Wrixhill
and Staddon have since been made for the propesed route as previously
described.

The Department of Transport
South West Region

Falcon Road

EXETER

EX2 71B

april 1989
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GROUP EFFECTS UNITS BLiSH DO NOTHING COMMENTS APPENDIX 3 Page 1 of
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A The published route column shows the improvement AD
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Ly ¥ ~
Value of accident sawings M TPYB . - o v " E130 303 Q €. Notional average figures for vehicle occupancy
ard for accident rates and costs have beer
orenes APPRAISAL FRAMEWOR
Reduction i cosualties The figures indicote the probable total reduction in casu—
Fatal Mum ber Law! Figh  growtm 29 134 1] altres aver the whale of the 30 year assessmeny period vcmul—m—l—mc NOCI—Im
Serious MNumber - " : 246287 G using the nctional average Ffigures They toke no account
Slight Humber " o - 711783 o of the satety implications of the rautes. R UN —l
Traffic delgy during coenstruction None
Junctions and accesses Mumber Grode separated junction. 3 a PRIVATE ACCESS. - z m m
B L . J 0o Nething. Field gates not inciuded. m >U mvbmb.l—lm U
Cress roacs junction. a 7 ii] Pubtished Route. Two accesses are for the use of
Tee junctien Q 21 emergency service vehicles only whilst the rhird
3 gives access to a severed property fram ¢
Prwate access 200 oaprox. proposed slip road.
2 | OCCUPIERS Properties demoiished Humber. Q Q
o Residentigl Noise effects adacent ta new Humber of Fouses subject tonoise inCcrease, MNpise level nn_nc_n.:mu far the design year 2008
- roac mere then 15dB [AJL10 10 0 Existing averaoge ambient noise
10- 15 dB & ¢ tevel 41 dB (4| LIT
5-1dB t Lt]
3-5 dB 13 a
Moise effects ad;acent ta Numbe: of ncuses subject 1o noise decrense. Noise level caleslated tor the desigr year 2008
existing road mere thon 15 dB (Al L0 a 0
9 10-15 dB a o
5-10 48 330 o
3-5 d8 4 0
Wisual obstruction due %o rew Mumber cf houses ¥isual obstruction coicutated using method
. detailed in Manual af Environmental Appraisal:
read High. o a Part B. Section 2. Appendix 2
Moderate 13 o
Siignt. i a -
. z te int i i iqnifi
<_m_.“_n_ intrusion due to new mMmMﬂf.ﬁrﬂ&:ﬂmﬁﬁ No Change ¥iswal infrusion at mest Icogtiens will be significantty
rog

and several «sclated
properiies along he roukd

_,macn.mn.uq__._._;_mo:o:_.:mn_ncﬂmmm_.ﬁ:nmn:._m:».\._au::nm
or plantng .

Cammumity Seweérance

Route passes belween

Lifterdown and Lifren.
Z sice roads closed

Deterioroting situation
for resaderts of Littan
und  Lewdown

W:th Publisned Route existing severdnce in
“ewdocwn, Tinhay and Lifton is substantially
reduced

Biscuptor during construction Siight None
b.Commercial premises. Moise effects adjacent ta new Number of prewises subject to ncise increase. Moise level colculated for the design year 2008
road. ef more tnan 5 dB(AlLI0 0 C
MNoise effects ad acent to Number of premises subject to norse decreose Moise level colculated dor the design year 2008
existing rood of more than 5 dB (ail1l 25 a
Severance from passing frade A:i business interests No Change
typassed at distance
Drsruption during construczion Mg e Haone
c.5chools, Liften Primary Noise dB AL -3 Mo change Noise level calculated for the design year 2008
Severance Mo change Mo change.
Lewdown Primary Hoise. dBlAl L1S —-12 Increase with traffic flow]| Neise level caleuloted for the design year 2008
- Severance Substantiatly reduced {{increase with traffic flow
d. Farming Land toke Mumber ¢t Farms affected. 47 No change. Eftect is only wminor in many caoses.
Severance Degree of severarce Moderate alang westerm
half Several lorge
units severely aftfected
alony eostern halt
Land toke Hectares cf land. Grade UF. ENd 0 Based on 1in to 1mile¢ MAFF classification map
Grade IV a9 Q Compensation included i group 6. Dhl_um OD}EZ. mmﬁﬁ. ._@mm
Non— aaricukfural. 10 1]
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