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INTRODUCTION 

1.1 This report sets out archaeological and cultural heritage background data acquired 
in connection with the proposed A358 I1minster to Taunton road improvement 
scheme. The study was undertaken by AC archaeology as part of the Parsons 
Brinckerhoff consultancy team acting for the Highways Agency. The survey data was 
acquired between June 2002 and August 2003 from an area comprising a total of some 
17km2 (Fig. I), established on each side of the proposed route set out in the 'Layout 
Plans' (Drawing Numbers HH! 43590/300-304) produced by Parsons Brinckerhoff. 
This corridor was widened at each end of the scheme to allow for optional routes at 
both the junctions with the M5 and in particular the A5 option with the A303. 

1.2 The current A358 Principal Road between the Southfields roundabout at Ilminster 
and the Junction of the M5 at Taunton is some 13 km in length and comprises 
improved single carriageway. The route includes a series of by-passes around the 
villages of Ashill, Hatch Beauchamp and Henlade, which were constructed in the 
1980s and 1990s. The underlying geology of the route consists mainly of Lower Lias 
limestone with isolated pockets of valley gravels, while at the Taunton end of the 
route outcrops of Upper Marls and Rhaetic Beds occur. The topography of the study 
area is generally gently undulating with the River Isle crossing the southern cnd ofthe 
route on a NE-SW axis. 

1.3 The land use of the route is dominated by pasture and arable farming. Agriculture 
is the dominant force within the study area and lead to the establishment of a number 
of manorial estates in the Medieval period that later developed into the series of 
villages noted here today. Despite a large amount of enclosure in the last two centuries 
many of the Medieval field patterns from the manorial period survive. The central 
third of the route lies within the boundaries of the fonner Royal Forest of Neroche that 
existed until 1635. Parts of the forest survived as common land until enclosed from 
1830 onwards. 

METHODOLOGY 

2.1 Scope of the Study 

2.1.1 The assessment has been prepared in accordance with section II of the 
Environmental Assessment Scoping Report issued February 2003 (Parsons 
Brinckerhoff 2003). 

2.1.2 This report is based on a Stage 11 study as defincd in Chapters 8 and 13 'Stages 
afBuilt Heritage and Archaeological Assessment in Volume II Section 3 Part 2 of the 
Design Manualfor Roads and Bridges (DMRB), modified where necessary, to 
include aspects of cultural heritage considered significant since the publication of the 
guidance (e.g. Important Hedgerows) 

2.1.3 The scope of Stage 2 archaeological (and Built Heritage) assessment, in DMRB 
is defined; 'The objective al this stage is to undertake sufficient assessment to identifY 

A3.581Iminst€l'to M5 Tl1.zmton 
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the archaeological factors (historic buildings and sites), and the effects upon them to 
be taken into account hy the Design Organisation in developing and refining route 
options.". ' 

2.1.4 The scope of the assessment has included: 

• Archaeological sites, monuments and finds; 
• Listed Buildings and other structures of historic interest 
• Historic maps and secondary historic records 
• Conservation Areas 
• Parks and Gardens of Special Historic Interest 
• Battlefield sites 
• Hedgerows of Historic hnportance 

2.2 Data Sources 

The assessment has comprised a review of: 

• a search of the Somerset County Council (SCC) Sites and Monuments Record 
(SMR), Historic Landscape Records (HLR) and the SCC register oflisted 
buildings, registered parks and gardens and conservation areas, both based at 
County Hall, Taunton. 

• a search of the English Heritage National Monuments Record (NMR) in Swindon, 
Wiltshire 

• an examination of aerial photographs held in the English Heritage National 
Library of Air Photographs in Swindon, Wiltshire 

• a selective walkover 0 f sites and buildings likely to most directly affected by the 
route options 

These searches were conducted in accordance with paragraphs 8.14 - 8.15 and 13.8·10 
fTorn the DMRB. The search ofthe Sites and Monuments Record of Somerset County 
Council was carried out at County Hall, Taunton in June 2002. This search identified 
a total of 68 individual archaeological sites, artifact find spots and archaeological 
events from the study area. A search of the records concerning listed buildings, 
registered parks and gardens and conservation areas was carried out in July 2002 at 
County Hall, Taunton. This search identified a total of 106 entries. An additional 
search of archaeological sites was carried out at the National Monuments Record 
(NMR) in Swindon in summer 2003. This search identified an additional 5 sites to 
those already noted in the Somerset County SMR. A search of relevant aerial 
photographs was carried out at the National Monuments Record, Swindon in July 
2003. This search identi tied no additional sites to those already recorded by the above 
searches. The walkover survey of selected sites and buildings from the study area was 
conducted in August 2003. One additional entry was made to the historic buildings 
table as a result of the walkover survey. 
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2.3 Presentation of Data 

• The main body of this report consists of a summary of gathered archaeological and 
historical data. followed by a discussion of its significance for the proposed 
development. 

• The delimited study area and all cultural heritage information is presented in 
Figures 2-5. 

• All of the data relating to archaeological sites, historic buildings, conservation 
areas, historic parks and gardens, aerial photography and cartographic sources are 
presented either in full in tabular form in the main text or in Appendices I, 2, and 
3. 

• Photographs, including one of the one Scheduled Monument identified within the 
study area, plus a selection of other noteworthy structures, are presented in Plates 
I-B. 

RECORDED ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES AND FINDS (Figs. 2 - 5) 

3. t Previous archaeological surveys 

3.1.1 The area has been the subject of one previous desk-based survey (Weddell, 
1993). This has added some information on the Royal Forest ofNeroche. 

3.2 Summary of ResuIts 

3.2.1 Of the 73 sites identified, a total often (A 7, A17, A33, A48 and A5S, A62-64 
and A66-67) are located either on the line of the proposed road route, or within lOO 
metres of it. None of the archaeological sites within the study area are Scheduled 
Ancient Monuments. The most significant sites recorded within the study area are 
considered to be the Medieval settlement sites at Hankridge Fann (A33, A40 and 
A45) at the northern end of the scheme and the Medieval settlement evidence to the 
south west of Iordans House Park (A63 and A65-67, Plate 13) at the southern end. 
This site data, especially when it is combined with the historical records of shrunken 
and deserted medieval villages in the southern third ofthe study area, suggests 
concentrations of medieval activity exist at both the southern and northern ends ofthc 
road corridor. Elsewhere the records show a relatively low level of prehistoric, and 
Romano·British activity across the study area, made up mostly of chance stray finds 
and occasional shallow features with little dating evidence. The Post Medieval sites 
consist mainly of features within the parks of the two large country houses in the area, 
Hatch Court and Jordans House, along with some mills and limekiln sites that are 
scattered across the rest of the route corridor. The modem period is dominated by 
early industrial features such as canal and railway fragments, along with military sites 
dating from the Second World War. All of these sites will now be discussed by 
period. 

A3J81lmimler 10 MS Taunlon 
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3.3 Me~()lith.k 

A scatter of worked flint (A21) was found by a W.A. Seaby at Thorn Hill, midway 
between Ash and Thornfalcon at some point in the early 19505. This material, along 
with other cores, flakes and implements that had been found over the years by Mr 
Seaby, was donated to the Taunton Museum. 

3.4 N eo lithic 

Three small Neolithic implements (All) were found by pupils from King's College 
School at an unspecified location to the north east of Hatch Beaucharnp. These tools 
were given to Taunton Museum, although all trace of them has now been lost. A 
single polished Oint axehcad was found in the garden of 5 Blackbrook Road in 
Taunton (A41) in the late 1970s. The find was in rather poor condition with both ends 
missing. A chert scraper (A 72) was found in gravel during the construction of the new 
main road at Ashill in 1925. It seems likely that this item was not lost at Ashill in 
antiquity, but was transported to the site in a consignment of gravel destined for road 
construction in the 20th century. The artefact is now in Taunton Museum. 

3.5 Bronze Age 

Some fragments of pottery rim with finger mark impressions (possibly Early Bronze 
Age) along with some pieces of animal bone (A7) were found at High Bridge some 
1.5 km to the north west of Ashill in 1936. These items were found by workmen 
laying a telephone cable and as a result their context record is somewhat unclear, 
simply being recorded as being scattered over a length of 5ft in black earth at a depth 
of some 3ft. A Bronze Age sword (A32) was recovered from the river Tone to the 
south of Bath pool in the early 1970s. No information survives on the find itself or its 
location. Two bronze palstaves and a portion of bronze bracelet (A71), which was 
initially believed to be a gold torque by its finder, were found at Winterhay Green on 
the NW edge of Ilminster in 1881. These items, thought to be the remains of a small 
hoard, are now in the Ashmolean Museum in Oxford. 

3.6 Iron Age 

Tron Age occupation evidence was found during an excavation on either side of the 
A38 to the south west of Bathpool (A4). This evidence consisted of linear ditches and 
pits associated with early TA pottery. A later medieval phase was also recorded (see 
below). 

3.7 Roman 

A series of Roman settlement features (A45) was uncovered during an archaeological 
evaluation (A44) at Hankridge Farm in 1992. These features consisted of heavily 
truncated ditches. The site was destroyed before a full excavation could take place. 
Old Somerset SMR maps list two Roman sites for which there are no further 
references in the Somerset archive. 'RB pottery found' (A30) is listed at ST252255 in 
a field to the north west of Hankridgc Farm, although nothing was found here when 
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the site was evaluated in the early 19905 (PRN44650). A Romancoin(A31) was 
reportedly found at Laxton Road, Taunton in the early 19705 and was marked on the 
map as being from the 2nd century and found at a depth of 3 feet by a Mr 1. Sully in 
1972. 

3.8 Medieval 

3.8.1 Ecclesiastical Sites 
A total of seven such sites was identified within the study area. The graveyard (A20) 
associated with the Holy Cross at Thorn falcon has been in use at least since medieval 
times. The same is true of that at SI. Andrew's at West Hatch (A26) and at SI. Mary's 
in Ash ill (AS4). Both the norlh and south doorways ofS!. Mary's date from the 
Norman period, while some of the decoration dates from the 13th century. A watching 
brief (A I) was conducted at SI Mary's during the excavation of a service trench from 
the stair tUTTet to the north eastern corner ofthe church yard. These works uncovered 
the mixed infill from the tops of graves and occasional fragments of human bone. The 
now demolished church of SI. Paul at BickenhaIl Farm (A 12) was described by 
Collison in 1791 as consisting of a nave and chancel. It also had a tower, which was 
demolished in 1849. When visited in the late 1970s, the building had disappeared 
apart from the platform, while the churchyard had become overgrown and was being 
used as a cottage garden. Some fragments of architectural stone were still visible on 
site. The graveyard associated with the church of SI. George at Ruishton (A 14) has 
reportedly been in use since the Medieval period. A medieval chapel still exists at 
Horton Cross (A49), while the church of St. Aldhclm and SI.Eadburgha at Broadway 
(ASO) has a chancel, transept and a perpendicular nave and west tower dating from the 
late 13th to early 14th century. 

3.8.2 Deserted and Shrunken Villages 
One shrunken (A38) and four deserted medieval villages (DMV) (A47, A63, A69 and 
A 70) are listed within the study area. These sites can be sub divided into two main 
groups; those which are recorded solely as folk memories or local traditions and those 
where physical evidence survives. 

The shnmken village of Cap land (A38) is located some 0.5 km to the south east of 
Hatch Green. The settlement's decline may have been caused by the Black Death, 
although it is becoming increasingly clear that many medieval settlements declined for 
other less dramatic and more pragmatic economic reasons. A number of scattered 
houses and farm buildings remain. No earthworks from earlier buildings have been 
recorded. Local tradition speaks ofa deserted village at Broadway (A5l) centred 
around the isolated parish church that was destroyed during the Black Death, however, 
no physical evidence for a settlement has yet been found. 

A deserted village site has been clearly identified to the south ofBorton Cross (A47) 
around O.75km to the south west of the roadlinc. Earthworks have been recorded on 
the western side of Cheshays Hill. These are well defined including a ditch some 5 m 
wide and 750mm deep. Further earthworks are recorded to the north and east and are 
marked on the 1838 tithe map of the parish, which also shows now demolished 
buildings within the complex ofboundaries, platforms and closes. Some of the 
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earthworks were disturbed during the building ofthe-Hminster by-pass with 
groundworks yielding some sherds of post medieval pottery. Tax roll evidence from 
1336 suggests that two substantial villages once existed at both West Hatch (A69) and 
Henlade (A70). This has lead to the assumption that potential DMV sites remain to be 
found close to both of the smaller modern settlements. 

Another well established site (A63) is that near to Jordans House at the southern end 
of the study area. Fieldwork during the construction of the Ashill by-pass located the 
earthworks of a probable medieval settlement that had been preserved in the parkland 
of the house. Several mounds were also found along the river Ding to the south of the 
main site, these may be the remains of a mill. Two rubbish pits (A64) containing 
pottery from the 10th to 12th centuries were also found during the construction of the 
by-pass. It was thought that these features may well be associated with the earthworks. 
A concentration of medieval pottery (AM) was also found during the construction that 
was not associated with the village. 

3.8.3 Fishponds 
The Ordnance Survey 6" map of 1938 shows a series of elongated ponds (A 17) on the 
eastern edge of the village ofHenlade. These are described as 'Fishponds', although 
no further information is available on them. A string of three further possible 
fishponds (A25) are also shown on the Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division 
(OS AD) 6" map from 1968, some 250m to the south of the house. It is assumed that 
both these sets of ponds once formed part of the Henlade House estate. 

3.8.4 Settlement Sites 
Excavations to the south west of Bathpool (A4) located a 12th century settlement site 
enclosed by a bank and ditch. Internal features and timber structures of at least five 
successive phases were noted. A possible limekiln dating from between the 14th to 
16th centuries was also noted. A large occupation site was found during the main 
evaluation at Hankridge Farm (A44). This was identified as a 12th or 13th century 
precursor to the later Post Medieval farm that was then still in existence. 

3.8.5 Other Sites 
Wood Court (A53), located around I km to the west of Ashill is the site of a medieval 
manor. Little positive information exists on this site. It was once thought to have 
ecclesiastical origins, due to the nearby track called 'Nunnery Lane' although this has 
since been largely discredited. It was also thought that possible fishponds werc 
situated to the south of the site, however these are probably the result of the widening 
ofYcnner's Watcr on the east side of Wood Bridge. A former Deerpark (A58) to the 
south of Radigan Farm and immediately (0 the North east of Ashill has also been 
identified. The site was licensed in 1411 when Henry IV gave Sir Thomas 
Beauchamp, a local knight, some 250 acres within his manor at Ashill. Some place 
names associated with the park are shown on the 1838 tithe map of the parish. A 
number of earthworks survive around the site boundary that may well be park pales. 

The Dole Stones (A5) are situated in a field to north west ofRuishton church. These 
vary in size between 380 and 990mm high and appear to delimit the old strip fields 
which are shown on the 1839 tithe map ofthe parish. A total of twelve stones are 
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shown on the 1938 map, but nono on the OS I :10000-mapof 1986. A field visit-m-
1988 found that four stones now remain upstanding, three along the river bank and 
one in the centre of the field. A possible moat (A22) has been identi fied at Lower 
Farm at Thornfalcon. No further information on the site exists in the Somerset SMR. 

3.9 Post Medieval 

3.9.1 Estate Features: Henlade House 
The Mansion house (A1S) north of Henlade House, reported to be sited on a more 
ancient structure, is mentioned in the 16th century in association with the gardens 
attached to Henlade House. Thore are now a number of earthworks in the vicinity that 
was visited in 1974. This visit recorded stone lined and stone arched drains and 
culverts, a cess pit and a well. Bricks found on site were dated to 1794-1850. An area 
oflandscapc park (AI6) attached to Henlade House was shown on the OS 6" map of 
1938. This is a large area ofland to the north and south of the main house, although 
no further information was available on this site from the Somerset SMR. 

3.9.2 Estate Features_' Hatch Court Farm 
An Ice House (AS) was identified at Hatch Court Farm at Hatch Beauchamp on the 
OSAD 6" map of 1962. The structure was visited in 1977 and found to be a brick built 
circular version, however, the dome capping was missing. The pit appeared to be 
infilled with modern rubble. A second visit in 1998 found that the structure had been 
reduced to ground level, leaving only a ring of walling to delimit the infilled pit. A 
wind pump (A 10) has also been identified within the Hatch Court Farm estate. The 
site is printed on the OS 6" map of 1904, although no further information is available 
in the SMR. 

3.9.3 Mills 
A total offour mills was identified within the study area. 'Pepper's mill (corn)' (A23) 
is printed on the OS 25" map of 1903. This site, which is located c.l OOm to the south 
west of Ash, was visited in 1977. It was noted that the remains of two ponds and relief 
sluices still exist, while one wall of the mill was still standing along with the remains 
of a wheel pit and leat. More reccnt information on the site is unavailable. The second 
mill is located at Hort Bridge (A52) on the north western edge of Ilminster. The words 
'Hort Bridge Mills' are printed on the Ordnance Survey 6" map of I 904, however no 
information exists on the current state of the site and what remains ofthe mill 
buildings. The third mill is Rowlands Mill (A57) located to the south east of 
Rowland's Farm and c.1 km to the north of Ilminster. This consists of three well 
preserved stone buildings forming a double mill fed by a lea!. The min was repaired 
and restored between 1995 and 1998, which included a progrannne of archaeological 
recording. This established the nature ofthe mill's construction, which appears to 
have been built in c.1600, along with some of its development history. The fourth mill 
was in a location some O.Skm to the north east of Hatch Green (A9) where the words 
'Higher Mill' and 'Millpond' are printed on the OSAD 6" map of 1904. This site has 
now been redeveloped into a dwelling, although the remains of the millpond and the 
leat still existed, along with some evidence for an overshoot wheel, when the site was 
visited in 1977. 
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3.9.4 Limekilns· 
Three disused limekiln sites were identified within the study area. One potential site 
has been identi fled at Huish (A27) a kilometre to the south of Ash, while a known site 
(A28) exists some 200m to the south east of that. No further information is available 
on either ofthese sites from the Somerset SMR. Two kilns at 'Limekiln House'(AIS) 
e. 0.5 km to the south west of Ash arc discussed in the following section concerning 
listed buildings (B 18). 

3.10 Modern 

3.10.11nduSlrial Features 
A section of the Chard Canal (A29) crosses the study area close to the village of 
Thornfa1con, and runs roughly parallel to the NE ofthe study area, crossing the 
I1minster by-pass on a roughly north - south axis at the SE end of the study area. 
Option A5 of the scheme severs the line of the canal. This was a canal incline that was 
preserved in a deep cutting which has itself been partially in-filled by modem 
episodes of tip ping. The site was visited around 15 years ago when a stone culvert was 
noted at the base of the incline that brought water from an upper pound. The incline as 
a whole had a drop of some 8.5m. The remains ofa pound serving the canal (A24) are 
to be found next to the church in Thornfalcon itself. This consists of a rectangular 
stone structure c. 4m square and built against the south wall of the churchyard at its 
eastern cnd. The wall is made of lias limestone blocks and capped with vertical slates. 
The line ofthe former Taunton to Chard railway (A65) crosses the study area some 
1.5 km to the north east of Ashill. This line was opened in 1866, closed to passengers 
in 1962 and then completely shut in 1966. Rose Mills (A46) a complex of textile mill 
buildings, located to the south east of Horton Cross, survives in good condition. The 
mill appears to have been converted to the generation of electricity at some point in 
either the late 19th or early 20th centuries with the installation of two turbines and a 
generator that still survive and which could produce 222 volts at a speed of 460 rpm. 
No information exists in the Somerset SMR on when this conversion took place. 

3.10.2 Military Features 
A total of seven pillboxes or sites of former pillboxes were identified within the study 
area (A34-6 and A59-62). All of these were part of the Inland Defences System 
established in the early years ofW.W.II around Taunton and Chard. A heavy AA 
battery site (A39) is also found within the study area, to the north of Hay don. The 
origins of the battery arc unclear, although the site is first recorded in June 1942 with 
four 3.7" guns in use. 

3.11 Undated 

3.11.1 Enclosures 
Two enclosures have been identified. The first of these (A3) is located to the west of 
Blackbrook Inn on the western edge of Taunton. The site was visible as a cropmark on 
an aerial photograph by J. K. St. Joseph, but could not be detected on the ground and 
the farmer who worked the land was reported as stating that nothing unusual had been 
noticed during ploughing. This site has subsequently been built on. The second 
enclosure (A6) is rectangular in shape and located some 300m to the south east of site 
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A3 at Little Hankridge Farm. The enclosure is formed'from two-concerrtric ditches 
and was thought to be an in-filled pond. It was referred to by McDonnell (PRN90103) 
as a dew pond. Like site A3, this site has also subsequently been built on. 

3.11.2 Earthworks 
Two sets of earthworks with uncertain origins were identified within the study area. 
The first of these was a bank and ditch (A37) at New Barn Farm, Blackbrook, some 
2S0m to the north east of Haydon. The earthwork consisted of a north - south aligned 
bank some 2m wide and I m high with an associated ditch some 4m wide and I.Sm 
deep on the east side and traces of a second on the west. The site was recorded as it 
was partially destroyed dnring the construction oftha MS motorway. No dating 
evidence was produced from these excavations. The second site (A42) is located at the 
Lamb Inn at Horton Cross at the opposite end of the study area. This site appears 
clearly on aerial photographs as a dark mark in a paddock to the rear of the pub. No 
interpretation for the feature has yet been put forward and its origin remains uncertain. 

3.11.3 Wells 
Two such sites have been identified. 'Hnrmans well' (ASS), located some 1 km to the 
south east of Hatch Green, is printed on the OSAD 6" map of 1962. Hazel Well 
(A48), located to the east of Hortons Cross is noted on the OSAD 6" map of 1969 as 
'H azel Well ( chalybeate),. This well, mentioned by Collinson in the 17908 was 
supposed to contain water with healing effects. It consists of an 18" square concrete 
shaft and an iron lid that is flush with the ground. The precise date of origin for either 
well is not given in the Somerset SMR. 

3.11.4 Other Sites 
An area of crop marks was identified to the east of Hank ridge Farm at the northern end 
of the study area (A33). These cropmarks appear to represent old fields, although no 
features could be identified when the site was evaluated (A44) in the early 1990s. This 
site has since been redeveloped and the cropmarks lost. 'Tanyard House', located to 
the north east of Bickenhall, is mentioned on the OS 25" map of 1903 (A13). No 
further information on the date and nature of this structure exists in the Somerset 
SMR. A 'Tower', shown on the OSAD 6" map of1968 (AI9), is no longer shown on 
the current 1 :2500 scale maps of the area. No further information is available on this 
structure and so its date of origin remains unclear. The site of a possible Folly (AS6) 
has been identified at FolIy Farm some 1.5 km to the north west of Ashill. Indeed the 
word 'Folly' is printed on the OS 1st edition I" map of 1809. However, no further 
information on this monument survives. 

3,12 Archaeological Events 

3.12.1 Hankridge Farm 
A series of evaluations were carried out on and around the site ofHankridge Farm 
during the site's redevelopment in the early 1990s. A large area around the farmhouse 
was evaluated in 1992 by Wessex Archaeology (A44). A total of39 machine 
excavated trenches was dug which identified one principal area (A4) of archaeological 
interest to the south of the farmhouse. An early phase of shal10w features was 
recorded along with a single sherd of Iron Age pottery. The later phase consisted of an 
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area.enclosed by a ditch with many intemalfeatures, dating to the 12th tol3fu------
centuries. A watching brief (A43) was carried out the following year during the 
construction 0 r new buildings around the farmhouse. Several construction features 
related to the current buildings were identified along with a series of ditches and 
gullies dating to the 12th century that were found to the NW of the fann. These latter 
features were thought to relate to the main site found the previous year (A44). A 
further watching brief was conducted in 1995 (A40) during groundworks on the 
eastern and western wings of the farmhouse. A series of post medieval features were 
noted at this time. 

3.12.2 Ashill by-pass 

A watching briefwas carried out in December 199\ during the construction of the by
pass (A67). Several boundary features were recorded and two potential medieval sites 
were identified. Fieldwalking along the route of the by-pass (A68) located some 
medieval and post medieval pottery sherds as well as some flint scatters. 

3.12.3 Miscellaneous Sites 
An Archaeological Evaluation was undertaken on the site of the new rugby ground at 
Hyde Lane on the eastern edge of Taunton (A2). Three machine-excavated trenches 
were dug which found no archaeological features or deposits. A small evaluation was 
carried out prior to the construction of this site (A69) at the northern end of the study 
area. Some sherds of medieval pottery were found, but no features. 

AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC EVIDENCE 
by John Taylor 

4.1 Introduction 

The original prints were examined at the NMR between 15 July 2003 and 23 July 
2003. The Vertical Cover Search produced a total of326 prints from 35 sorties. All 
the prints in the cover search were available. Those held under copyright by Somerset 
County Council were not available for photocopy. Where necessary copies of 
photographs have been 'rubber sheeted' to a digital OS map base using 
AutoCADMAP software to enable accurate transcription of possible archaeological 
sites. 

4.2 Results 

Evidence for archaeological sites in the fonn of crop marks was very limited in this 
search. Most anornalies detected from the aerial photographs could be ascribed to 
other actions, such as hedgerow removal, cultivation patterns arising from square 
ploughing or other agricultural activity. 

4.2.1 One distinct pattern of bleached crop marks (ST330158) was identified from 
US/PH/GP/LOC390 Frames 4027-34. Although these marks were in the vicinity of a 
possible descrted village at Broadway, it is likely that they were cultivation patterns 
characteristic of square ploughing. 
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4.2.2 OS17801O Frame 22 shows one possible dark crop mark (ST251247) south of 
the enclosure (A3) previously identified by aerial photography. The crop mark is not 
positively identifiable from this photograph as an enclosure or other archaeological 
activity and may have arisen from agricultural works. This area has also been heavily 
developed and it is unlikely that any archaeological evidence would remain. 

4.2.3 No Paleochannels were noted along the length of the study area. 

HISTORIC BUILDINGS 

5.1 IntrodU~ion ........ - .--~.~ 

A total ~O;. ~ist~d Bu!l~ngs a~other survivirti(structures,ofhistoric interest are 
reCorde~the study area (Figs. 2 - 5). Of this tot~.1 0VUe listed. These are 
detailed in Appendix 2, while a short summary of this daIa by historic period is 
provided below. 

5.2 Ratios of Grades 

The listed buildings comprise four Grade I Buildings, nine Grade IT'" Buildings and 
ninety are Grade JI Buildings. In percentage terms this can exp~ as 3.9% of the 
total as Grade 1,8.7% as Grade n* and 87.4% as Grade II. Thir. ~o~J.lill"es to the tA.Lt (:.H 
national ratios in England of2% for Grade T, 4% Grade II* an4 94% I ade IT (PPG15, 1 wWllt; 
6.6, 26). From these figures it seems that the listed buildings i t-.the..<rt'udy are ~ 
somewhat over represented in the Grade I and Grade IT" sections and slightly -. Z. 
underrepresented in Grade TT. The reasons for this probably reflects the nature of the '" ~ 2 
A358 corridor that consists of open countryside that has been farmed intensively since 
the medieval period. This has lead to the development of a number of isolated, but 
architecturally significant farmhouses, agricultural outbuildings, and in the post 
medieval era the Hatch Beauchamp, Henlade and Iordans Estates, all of which 
provide a number of Grade II''' buildings to the list. The series of small villages that 
has developed along the corridor each contain a late medieval church that also raises 
the percentage of Grade I and Grade W buildings in the sample. 

5.3 Medieval 

The medieval buildings within the study area fall into two main categories; churches 
and isolated farmhouses. The only exception to this rule is Rapps Cottage near Ilton 
(B87, Plate 7), which is 15th century in origin with some later 17th century additions. 

5.3.1 Churches 

A Medieval village cross, dating from the late 13th the to early 14th century is located 
in the churchyard of SI Aldhelm and SI. Eadburga in Broadway (B I 0, Plate I). This is 
Scheduled Ancient Monument (32155). All of the churches within the study area are 
either Grade I or Grade IT* Listed Buildings. SI. George's church, Ruishton (B9, Grade 
I) is Norman in origin with a south chapel dating from the 14th century. The church of 
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the Holy Cross at Thomfalcon (B28, GradeJ).hasit origins in the late 14th and earL¥--... 
15th century. Although the building itself was extensively rebuilt following a fire in 
1882, further restorations and additions were made in the 20th century. St. Andrew's 
Church at West Hatch (B40, Grade II*) is late 15th to early 16th century in origin 
although extensively restored in 1861, when the north aisle and probably the vestry 
and organ bay were added by Benjamin Ferrey. The church was restored further in 
1907. The living was originally a chapel and was declared a vicarage in 1865-6. The 
church of SI. John the Baptist at Hatch Beauchamp (B50, Grade I) is, like St. George's 
at Ruishton, Norman in origin with a later tower dating from c.1500 and a porch from 
1530. Major extensions and renovations were also undertaken in the 19th century. SI. 
Mary'$ church in Ashill (B71, Grade U*) was built at some point in the 12th or 13th 
century. Post medieval additions included a pulpit and a font. 

5.3.2 Farmhouses 
Musgrave Farmhouse (BI7, Plate 3) at Henlade has a medieval core that is believed to 
date from the carly 14th century, although both post medieval and modem additions 
have been made to the structurc that is a Grade 11* Listed Building. The origins of 
Ashe Farmhouse (B25), The Thatch (B27), Lower Farmhouse (B36) and Greenings at 
West Hatch (B38) arc believed to be Medieval, while Park Farmhouse also at West 
Hatch dates from the late 15th century. All of these buildings have had post medieval 
and modem additions and extensions. Perris in Hatch Beauchamp (B62, Plate 12) is 
now a domestic house, although it was originally a farmhouse with medieval 
foundations and a mainly post medieval structure. Rowlands Farmhouse (B67) near 
Ilton dates from the early 15th century and forms one element in a courtyard of 
buildings. 

5.4 Post Medieval 

The post medieval period within the study area is dominated by the development of 
large country estates in the 18th and 19th centuries such as those at Hatch Beauchamp 
and Jordans. These estates not only include listed buildings but also the conservation 
area of Hatch Beauchamp( B104) and the registered parks and gardens of Hatch 
Beauchamp (B1) and Jordans (BI05, Plate 13) which are discussed in more detail 
below (Sections 5 and 6). The Jordans estate also includes a Grotto/Summer House 
(B89) which still survives today, although Jordans House itse\fwas demolished in 
1963. Minor country houses such as Hatch Court (B58) and Court House (B33) were 
also built during this period but without the extensive parks and grounds of those 
above. The main body of structures from this period, as in the medieval era, are 
farmhouses, often with modem additions and improvements, such as Meare Court 
Farmhouse (B39) and Ashton Farmhouse (B85), as well as outbuildings of some 
quality such as the brick barn at Haydon Farm (B20, Plate 4). In addition to this are a 
number of family tombs located in the graveyards of the villages along the route, 
examples being the Procktor Family chest tomb (B11) at St. George's in Ruishton and 
the Harred Family chest tomb (B29) at Holy Cross, Thomfalcon. Perhaps suprisingly, 
considering that the study corridor is dominated by agriculture throughout the 
medieval and post medieval periods, only a single mill (B \06) survives from this 
period, dating from c.1600, and located just to the south east of Row lands Farm. 
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5.5 Modern 

The construction of large country houses continued into the 19th century with the 
development of Henlade House (BB), a fine Grade IJ* example of an early 19th 
century building, bnilt between 1805 and 1815 and then enlarged in the 18905. 
Woodlands House (B2) and Thornfalcon House (B31) were also constructed at this 
time and later enlarged, while Ruishton House (B3) was constructed later in the 
1890s. The rest of the buildings from the modem era reflect the major changes 
affecting society throughont the 19th and into the 20th centuries with the appearance 
of the Chard to Taunton Railway line, the Chard Canal. a number of stone road 
bridges (an example is located to the east ofIlton, B69, Plate 8) reflecting major 
improvements to the roads at the turn of the 19th century, and the appearance of early 
industrial sites such as the Limekilns near Thornfalcon (B 18). A bridge (BI07, Plate 
11) which once took the Taunton to Chard Railway Line across the River Isle to the 
north of llminster was identified during the walkover survey. This bridge is not 
currently listed on the Somerset County SMR or the NMR and it is suggested that it is 
added to both databases due it historic significance and its good state of preservation. 
The most modem structure to be listed is a road sign from the early 20th century 
located just outside Ashill (B81) which predates the construction of the villages first 
by-pass in 1925. 

HISTORIC LANDSCAPE 

6.1 Historical Development 
with a contribution from Dr. John Chandler 

The historical record across the study area will be discussed by parish from north to 
south. This is due to the fact that all the historic tithe maps and secondary historical 
data for the area are structured on a parish by parish basis. 

6.1.1 Ruishton 
The name of the parish derives from 'settlement where the rushes grow'. Along with 
Henlade, its tithings fonned part of the Manor of Taunton Dene in the 9th century, 
with St.Georges Church serving the Cannons of nearby Taunton Priory. The tithe map 
for the parish showed three groups of field names that were of some interest. 
'Mortlands' to the north ofthe road probably refers to lime, rather than mort meaning 
death, snggesting a nearby limekiln site. Graveland probably refers to gravel and the 
possibility of a nearby quarry, while Shop Close/Ground suggests some kind of 
workshop at the road junction. It was noted that the current route coincides with the 
site of a fonner railway bridge over a stream to the south of Thomwatcr Farm. 

6, l.2 Thorn/alcon 
The name derives from Thorn=thornbush with the 'falcon' added by 1265 as 'Fagun', 
which was probably the surname of the Lords of the Manor from the mid 13th to early 
14th centuries. The Chisholm~Batten family owned the manor from the mid 18th 
century and lived in the 16th century Court House (B33) until 1979. An Estate map of 
1780 was examined along with the 18405 parish tithe map, this noted a number of 
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roadside cottages built on the waste ground at Ash. and at Ash Gross. There da-flot-
appear to be any signi ficant field names. 

6.1.3 West Hatch 
Named from its geographical location to the west of Hatch Beauchamp, this parish 
was first recorded as being held with the royal manor of North Curry and was granted 
along with that manor by Richard I to the Bishop of Bath and Wells in 1189. 
Afterwards it passed to the dean and Chapter of Wells Cathedral. A chapel is recorded 
on the site of St. Andrews Church (B40) by 1234 when the vicar of North Curry 
agreed to serve it (St. Andrews itself was constructed in the 15th century, with a 
vicarage only established in 1866). The parish tithe map of 1840/1 was examined 
along with an estate map from 1787. This survey noted three field names that are felt 
worthy of note; 'Bridge Mead', where there is currently no sign of a bridge, 'Park', 
adjacent to Hatch Beauchamp Park, but does not look like a park on the 1787 map and 
'Limekiln Field' that is self explanatory. Comparing the estate map with the tithe map 
it was noted that the field patterns had changed very little between 1787 and 1841. 

6.1.4 Hatch Beauchamp 
The 'gateway' (Saxon: haecc) to the royal forest of Ne roe he, this was the seat of the 
Medieval baronry held by the Beauchamp family. Originally formed from the holdings 
of three Saxons, the land was given to the Count of Mortain, under whom Hatch was 
held by Robert Fitzlvo. Robert Bcauchamp, probably a relation ofFitzlvo, owned the 
manor by 1092 and his successors occupied it until 1361. Thereafter it descended to 
the Scymour family who were in occupation throughout the 14th century. By 1633 the 
Manor House is reported as laying in ruins, but in the early 18th century the property 
was bought by the Collins family who had the manor rebuilt in bath stone in the 
'Palladian' style. This house still stands, although it lies just outside the study area. 
The parish tithe map for 1840 and an estate map of 1820 were consulted. The existing 
A358 appears to follow the line of an ancient lane that forms the parish boundary 
between Hatch Beauchamp and Bickcnhall. 'Saltfield' in Hatch Beauchamp was noted 
along with 'Saltfield Coppice' across the parish boundary in Bickenhall. Sometimes 
'salt' names like these denote on old road nearby which functioned as a 'saltway', i.e. 
carrying salt from the coast for use in towns and monasteries etc. 

6.1.5 Bickenhall 
The parish name derives from 'Bica's hall' or 'hill'. The manor was held at the time 
of Domesday (1086) by Robert Fitzlvo. It was passed to the Portman family in the 
15th century. The development of the family's wealth in London, resulted in the 
naming ofBiekenhall Street there. The name 'Salt Coppice' was noted on the parish 
tithe map of1840 (see 6.1.4). 

6.1.6 Broadway (Cap/and) 
The name is reportedly derived from a 'Broadway' that lead from the village of the 
same name, northwards towards the forest of Ne roe he. In 1306 Henry de Lorty 
obtained a Tuesday market and a nine-day fair there. Later the lordship passed to the 
Portman family. The church of St. Aldhelm and St. Eadburga, in the churchyard of 
which stands the Medieval stone cross (B 10), stands some distance to the NE of the 
village. According to local tradition this was the result of plague leading to a 
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repositioning of the settlement. The tithe map forCap-\and(l845) was cOflsulted:-Nu-
noteworthy field names were seen 

6.1. 7 Isle Abbots (Detached) 
This is named after the River Isle that separates the parish from the neighbouring Isle 
Brewers. Isle is a Celtic name that was first mentioned as Yle in a Saxon charter of 
AD 693. The second element in the name indicates that the village was owned by a 
monastic foundation during the medieval period. Domesday records that by 1086 the 
manor was one of the holdings ofMuchelney Abbey, situated 3 miles to the NE, 
although it may not have belonged to the abbey in the time ofEdward (VCH. 
Somerset I, 468). The manor was held by Muchelney until the dissolution in 1538 
when it passed to the Earl of Hertford. 

6.1.8 Ashill 
Known as 'Aisselle' in 1086 and 'Esselle' in 1212, the name simply meaning' Ash 
Hill', the parish was recorded as two separate estates in Domesday, one held by a 
Saxon lhegn (Lord) prior to 1066 and one held by Athelney Abbey. Both of these 
estates were held by the Count of Mortain in 1086. The parish was formerly part of 
the royal forest of Ne roe he. During the Medieval period the manor was held 
successively by the Hull and Multon families. In 1317 grant was made for a market to 
be held weekly and there were two annual fairs. The parish tithe map of 1839 was 
consulted and the following field names were noted; 'Court Field', which could be the 
site of a former manor house, 'Hall Ground' that could also be the site of a fonner 
manor, but may be a misspelling of 'Stall Ground', and 'Fair Cross', which may signal 
the position of a fairground on the adjacent crossroads. 

6.1.9 llton 
The place name here simply indicates a settlement (Old English 'tun') on the River 
Isle. From 1086 up to the dissolution in the 1530s the manor was owned by Athelney 
Abbey, a mill was also mentioned in the Domesday survey. Ilton also contains part of 
the Medieval borough of Merry field (A 73) which was first mentioned in 1275 by a 
rental of East Cocker, 

6.2 Historic Landscape Characterisation 

Data on the historic landscape character of the study area was gathered from Somerset 
County Council Architectural and Historic Heritage Department on 18th August 2003. 
A map showing the results of this data gathering along with an explanatory note of the 
colour codes used is presented in Appendix 2, A summary of those results is given 
here. 

6.2,1 The landscape along the route conidor is divided into three main groupings; 
Anciently enclosed land (AEL, pre 17th century), recently enclosed land (REL, post 
17th century) and post 1839/40 settlement. 

6.2.2 At the northern end of the scheme the land surrounding Haydon Farm is 
identified as AEL pre-17th century land with REL from between the 18th and 20th 
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centuries between Haydon and the line of the A358. Further strips. ofAEL are-located 
to the north of the road at this point. 

6.2.3 Following the road south eastwards, REL, previously described as 'waste' on the 
local parish tithe map, runs from the village ofHenlade down to Ash Cross with an L
shaped arca of AEL to the north of the road that surrounds the village ofThomfalcon 
on three sides with an area of Medieval woodland to the SE. 

6.2.4 To thc south of Ash Cross, a large area of pre-17th century AEL exists to the 
south of the road, while Post Medieval 'waste' is located to the north. The AEL to the 
south of the road continues to the south of Mattocks Tree Green with more post 18th 
century 'waste' to the north, however, to the south of Mere green both sides of the 
road are taken up with AEL. This continues as far as West Hatch Bridge where REL 
with Medieval origins is noted to the south of the road. 

6.2.5 At Bickenhalllane REL is noted on either side of the road with a large plot of 
Post Medieval enclosure around the village of Hatch Beauchamp. To the south of 
Hatch Green AEL appears again on either side of the road before REL appears on both 
sides to the south of Capland. Apart from a small piece of AEL at Battens Green, the 
REL continues with some Post Medieval improved waste ground to the north of the 
road in between Cap land and Ashill. AEL surrounds Ashill on three sides and 
continues to the south ofthe village on either side of the road as far as Jordans 18th 
century country park. The park reaches almost as far as the end of the scheme at 
Tlminster roundabout that is surrounded by parcels of AEL with a small patch of REL 
to the NW. 

6.3 Historically Important Hedgerows 

The majority officld boundaries within the study area, with the exception of those 
along the recently-improved A358, appear on the relevant parish tithe maps (1839-
1840) and would therefore be considered to be 'Important' under criterion 5(a) of 
Schedule 1: Additional Criteria for Determining 'Important' Hedgerows (Part 1l) of 
the Hedgerow Rcgulations 1997, in that they: 

'are recorded in a document held at the relevant date at a Record Office as an 
integral part of a field system pre-dating the Inclosure Acts '. 

6.4 Conservation Areas 

The study area contains one Conservation Area from the South Somerset District 
COlmcillist, this being the Medieval core of Hatch Beauchamp village (B104), whieh 
is detailcd in Appendix 2. This area contains ten Grade II listed structures (B45, 46, 
47,48,49,55,56,57,62 and 66), nine of which are either 19th or 20th Century in 
date including Beauchamp House (B46), along with the house known as 'Perris' (B62, 
Plate 12) which is 15th century in origin. 
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6.5 Registered Parks and Gardens 

The Study area contains one Park and Garden of Special Historic interest, Hatch Court 
Park (B I) whieh is included in the English Heritage Register as a Grade IT listed park. 
Hatch Court Park still forms the gardens of Hatch Court House that lies outside the 
study corridor to the north. Hatch Court Park includes an 18th century deer park 
which should not be confused with the Medieval deer park ,also owned by the 
Beauchamp family, which was located to the north of Ashill.The parks associated 
with Jordans House (BI05) (demolished in 1963) are not shown on the English 
Heritage lists, but are mentioncd in Policy EH9 of the South Somerset District 
Council Local Plan as being of local importance. Thc parks at Jordans have not been 
maintained following the demolition of the house there some 40 years ago and are 
currently under rough pasture serving the farm that is now located on the site of the 
lonner country house. The current state of the Grotto/Summer House (B89) is 
unknown as access could not be gained to the grounds to view it during the walkover 
survey. 

6.6 Battlefields 

The study area contains no battlefields included in the English Heritage Register. 

ASSESSMENT 

7.1 Summary 

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Archaeology A total often sites were recorded within lOOm ofthe current road 
Listed Buildings Three listed buildings lie within lOOm of the current road 
Historic Parks and Gardens Two are present in the study area 
Conservation Areas One conservation area is recorded 
Historic Hedgerows Will involve crossing historically' important' hedgerows 
Other Off line elements may have impacts on presently unknown archaeological 
sites 

7.2 Archaeological Sites 

7.2.1 The majority of the sites recorded in the study area are Medieval in date. with a 
number of Post Medieval and Modem sites scattered across the area. Some traces of 
prehistoric and Roman activity have also been identified. The sites identified should 
be considered of local or county importance. 

7.2.2 There is also some limited potential for Romano·British finds at the northern 
end ofthescherne where (he road links with the M5 motorway, based on entries in the 
SMR record (30 and A31). and on the finds made at Hankridge Farm (A45). 

A358 Ilm/nsMI' EO M5 Taunton 
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7.3 Listed Buildings 1i 

The presence of. and the likcly impacts on, listed and historic bUil~S is a material 
consideration in the assessment of the scheme. Tho~e structures ~~~"~e situated on, or 
within 100 metres of, the proposed road route (BI1, Plate 3, B24, Plate 5 and B44,J1 
Plate 6) are most susceptible to impacts arising from thc scheme options. These 
impacts may include both direct effects on the physical preservation of the structures 
(noise, vibration etc.) and indirectly from the effects on their historic setting. These 
indirect affects may also affect buildings outside the lOOm corridor. 

7.4 Historic Landscape 

7.4.1 Historical Development 
The historical record shows that the study area is lined by a series of Medieval 
villages, including Ashill, Ilton, Broadway, ThomfaJcon and Hatch Beauchamp which 
date from at least the Domesday Survey, and in SOme cases from earlier Saxon estates_ 
These estates and those ofthe post conquest period appear to have been divided in 
ownership betwecn the church and large local landowners, initially individuals such as 
the Count of Mortain, then later local wealthy families. The tithe map evidence, 
among other minor points, suggests a number of potential roadside cottage sites near 
to Thomfalcon, along with the possibility of a 'saltway' running cross the line of the 
Study area at Hatch Beauchamp and the potential for as yet undiscovered Manorial 
sites close to Ashill. The rich nature of the agricultural land in the Study area and the 
absence oflocal raw materials has seen little industrial development in the last 200 
years, with the exception of communications such as the railway and the A358 itself, 
along with some military defences associated with W.W.I!. As a result ofthis the 
study area has retained much of its Medieval character (section 7.4.2), despite the 
presence of Taunton nearby. 

7.4.2 Historical Lalldscape Development 
The land along the corridor is more or less evenly divided between Anciently 
Enclosed (AEL) and Recently Enclosed Land (REL) dating from the 18th century 
focused around the main Post Medieval estates ofHenlade, Hatch Beauchamp and 
Jordans. The areas of AEL appear to consist of surviving fragments of the manorial 
estates that once covered the study area, along with field systems surrounding the 
Medieval villages of Thomfalcon, Henlade, Ashill, Broadway and Ilton (section 6.1). 
There are also small ancient woodlands presumed to be fragments of the royal forest 
of Neroche that was largely cleared in the 17th century. The two areas of parkland that 
surrounded the Hatch Beauchamp and J ordans estates were also recorded by this 
survey. From these results it is clear that the study area includes significant blocks of 
AEL that is of significant local and regional historical value. 

{ 7.4.3 Historically Importallt Hedgerows 
U The area contains a high proportion of hedged boundaries that could be considered ~. important. There should be a presumption in favour of the retention of these landscape 

features, where possible. Removal of Hedgerows by the Highways Authority may be 
permitted under section 6 (1 h) of the Hedgerow regulations 1997. 

A35811mimter to M5 TlmntrJn 
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A survey of the relevant parish tithe maps, aerial photographs and some·limited-fiel€l 
survey has established that all of the current boundaries along the route corridor, with 
the exception of those along the improved A358, fall into the 'important' category. 

7.4.4 Conservation Areas. Registered Parks and Gardens 
The indirect effects of the development, depending on the final chosen route do not 
impact on the settings of the Historic Park at Hatch Court Park (BI) and the 
Conservation Area at Hatch Beauchamp (BI04). The existing A358 has already 
bisected and affected the setting of the locally designated park at Jordans House 
(BIOS). 

7.5 Overall Conclusions 

7.5.1 Overall, the Study area can be said to bc oflocal and regional archaeological and 
historic significance, in terms of archaeological sites present, built heritage and 
historic landscape survival. The overall impacts on this heritage will depend on the 
chosen route, although any development will certainly have an impact on the historic 
landscape and historically 'Important' hedgerows offthe line of the recently improved 
A358, if not on other aspects. 

7.5.2 Despite the identification of some 73 archaeological sites, the full potential for 
buried archaeological remains may be underrepresented in the current Somerset SMR. 
In particular, the substantial evidence for Medieval settlement at Hankridge Farm 
(A43-5) at the northern end of the scheme along with the finds made during earlier 
road improvements at Ashill (A62, A63 and A65-7) at the southern end, suggests that 
further sites will be disturbed by any new development. This potential may be limited 
in the central third of the scheme as much of the route here lies within the bounds of 
the old Forest ofNerochc that was not formally deforested until 1635. WeddeIl 
however identifies the potential for iron working and smelting activity within the 
Forest at Bickenhall that may survive as buried archaeological features. 
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A358 Iiminster to Tauuton Improvement 

Table 1: Archaeological Sites, Monuments aud Event Records 

SITE SMR NMR AGE ! ~: DESCRIPTiON I REFERENCES STATVS 
No. No. No. , 

(ST) , 
Al 11669 Medieval 32121728 A watching brief was carried out at tlte Church of SI. Mal)', Ashill Graham, A The C hurrh of None 

during the excavation of a s.entice trench from the stair turret to SI. Mm)" Ashill, Some!'.,"1 
, the north east corner of the churchyard, Some mixed infill from in Somersel S M R 
; 

the tops of graves and occasional fragments ofhurnan bone 
1 recovered. 

A2' 12018 Cndated 257258 An archaeo 10 gic<!l evaluation was undertaken on the site 0 f tlte Ho II inrake, C. and N. An None 
ne,~r rugby ground at Hyde Lane on the eastern edge of Taunton in Archaeological 

, 
; 

i 
, 200 I. Three trenches recorded a soi 1 depth of some 0.5 m ~ Evaluation at Taunton , 

overlying natural clay and gravel. No archaeological features were Rugby Club, Hyde Lme, 
, 

I I 
found although the remains of possible paleochanel, were TaunlOn, unpublished 

i identified. report (2001 ) in Somerset 
SMR 
Hollinrake. C ... j" 

I 
I I archaeol og it:al de.. .. k -(or 

i SWW}' ofland oflHyde 
, Lam. Bat "1'00/ 
! unpu b !i'hed report (1999) 

in Somerset SJI,·IR ! 
11.3 43077 190667 Undated 25142487 Enclosure west of Blackbrook Inn, West Monkton. A cropmark Aerial Photographs . List None 

. yisible on an aerial photograph by SI. ]oseph. The enclosure is not of SI. loseph's Aps 
i visi b le on the ground. The farm er has not seen or noti ced anything Ordnance Survey 

I I 
unusual when ploughing. Arc haeo I ogy Di vis j on 

(OSAD) 1965 ST22SE ID 
! , 

SCPD . 
A4* 43079 ] 190630 Iron Age I 249255 Iron age and Medie\'al occupation to the south \"o'est of Bathpool, CBA ARCII REV 1972 None 

; Medieyal Taunton. The area of settlement is. demarcated by a ditch 2m \'Io'ide no,7,6-7 , 
and 1.5 m deep with a slight internal bank enclos ing an area of Pers. Comm. Websler, 
I 5Um by 75m. Excavation on either side of the A38 which bisects C.J.26.1O,93 , 

. the site, revealed slight 111. occupation and extensh'e m ed iev.l 
; 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I I settlement. The earliest features consisted of linear ditches and 

pits associated with earlier lA pottery. It appears that in the 12th 
c entu!}', or earlier, the area was enclnsed by a bank and ditch. 
Internal ditches and timher strucrures of at least five suc<:essive 
phases were noted. One structure was at leat 20m by ISm an d 
appeared to be ais led. Internal part it ion ing was also identified 
within many of the structures. A possible limekiln dating from 
between the 14th and 16th cemur; es was also uncovered. 

AS 43080 190532 Medieval 262252 The Dole Stones, north ofRuishton are a group of eleven stones, SDNQ Gray, H. St.G. ;>.)one 
nine of which were standing by the 1960s. These are siruated in a Standing stones at 
field to the north west of Ruishton church. They range in height Ruisht 011, near Taunton 
from 381 mm to 990mm and some have what may l>e supporting vo I 22, 224-5 
stones driven into the ground close by. They are nG! arranged in Ordnan ee Survey 
any circle or row. They appear to delimit the old strip field pattern Archaeology D L vis ion 
which is shown on the OS 6" map of 1938 and as a result the 1965 ST22NE8 SCPD 
stones are interpreted as field boundary markers. Twelve stones Map - SCRO V.iest 
are shown on the 1938 map, but none on the 1: 10000 map of "·!onkton tithe map 1839 
1986. There are currently only four stones left, three along the 0.0. Rt 257 
river bank and one in the centre 0 f the fie Id., Map - OS 1938 6" sheet 

71S\;; SCPD 
Map - OS 1986 1:10000 
ST22NESCPD 

i Pers, Comm. Denn ison. 
L SCPD 16.08.88 

A6 , 43087 619480 Undated 25242459 Cropmark, north of Little Hawkridge Fann, ""'est Monkton. Aerial Photo graphs - None 
Rectangular enclosure with two concentric ditches at ST2502468. Slide SCC 4.48.23 
M ay he an infi lied pond. This is probably the site referred to by (March 1979). Slide 

I McDonnell (PRN90 1 03) as a dew pond at ST25242459. The site missing in 1998 
has since been bu i lt on. Pers. Comm. We bsteL 

+'43250 
Cl. SlvlRO (June 1998) 

A7 191658 Prehis.toric 30591851 Scattered finds at High Bridge, Hatch Bea~champ. In September Ordnance Survey :r-.;;one 
19 J 6 workmen laying a te lephone lin e 1'0 und rim pieces of potte!}' Archaeology D iv is ion 
with fi nger m ark impression and also some bone (probably 1965 SBll'\VI4 SCPD 
human). They were scattered over a length of Sft in black earth at 
a depth 0 f3 ft. 

A8 43254 POSl 30212103 An lee house at Hatch court Park Hatch Beaucbamp, primed on Map - Ordnance Survey None , Medieval the 0 SAD 6" map of 1962. The structure was first visited in 1977 Archaeology Di vi s ion 
.. and found to be circular and brick built with its dome missing. 19626" SB2SW SCPD 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I 

I 
,! The rest of the structure appeared to be buried below the ground. Pers. Corn m. Ashton, 1,,1 

I 

I 
A second visit in 1998 found the structure to have been reduced to SCPD 06.07.77 

! 
ground level and filled in leaving only" ring orwaUing outside. Pers. Comm. Ch ris , 

, Webster 30.12.98 
A9 < 43260 Post 30581975 'Higher Mill' and 'Millpond' printed on OSAD 6" map of 1904. Map - OS 1904 6" sheet None 

Medieval The site is now a dwelling, Remains of the millpond and leat SONE 
exis-t. Some evjdence for an overs.hoot wheeL . Pers. Comm. Warren, D, 

SIAS 28.11.77 
, 

AIO 43263 Post 30442118 A wind pump at Hatch court Farm, Hatch Beaucharnp, Printed on M.p - OS 1904 6" sheet None , 
Medieval ! the OS 6" map of 1904, No further infonnation available. 80NE 

All 43331 191999 Neolithic 3022 Three small Neolithic implements picked up by the boys of Ordnance S urve}' None 
, King's College School, They were given to Taunton Museum, An: h aeo 109): Div ision 

, Finds now lost ST32SVn (not in SCPD) 
, Pers_ Comm. Dennison, 

! L SCPD 20.01.86 
,'1,12' 43356 ]90270 ;\ledieval 28661957 The church of St. Paul and churchyard, north of Biekenhall Farm, r None 

! B ickenha 11. A small church .. descri bed in 1791 as con sisting 0 f a 
; nave and chanceL It al so once had a to vlo'er at the western end, 

; 
though this was demolished in 1849, The church is shown on the 
tithe map of 1839, though hy 1977 there was no sight of it. whilc 
the walled graveyard was recorded as overgrown and used as a ! 

, , 
cottage garden. The ehure h yard contai ncd a platform and carved , .' , 

stones in the yard wall which probably belonged to lhe church. A 

, i replacement church was built in 1848 (PRN 44664). 
map 1838 D,D, Rt 14L 

i I I I I , 
I~, 

.' 
--~ ~ ~~.~~. 

AI3' 43360 ! Undated 28861933 ! 'Tanyard House' printed on OS 25" map, Map - OS I 903 25" sheet None 
! 80(6) 

AI4 43528 Medieval , 26372511 The graveyard at th e church of SI. George at Ruishton. The Pers. Comm. Ashton, M., None 
=vevard here has lJ.een in use since the medieval period, SCPD ] 1.07.77 -

AI5 43529 Post 27262330 I\Iansion house, north of Hen la de House, Henl.de. Reported to be ; Pers, Conun, A,htan, M, I None 
Medieval the site of an ancient house, mentioned in the 16th centu!}' on the SCPD 13.08.74 

i I I 
' areas of the gardens attached to Henlade House. Manyearthworks Murless, BL 1976, A 

, , I in the immediate area, A sile ,'isit in 1974 revealed stone lined Brick/mm Helldale 



- -

, 

-

.'1.16 

.'1.17 

AI8 

.'1.19 Pd~ 

.'1.20' 

All 

A22*' 

A~' ~~ 

i 

i 

- -

43530 

43531 

43669 

43670 4jolU I 
; 

; 

I 

43685 

43686 190655 

190661 
, 

43688 190680 

43689 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

rost 
l.ledieval 
Medieval 

Post 
Medieval 

Undated 

Medieval 

Bronze Age 

Medieval 

Post 
medieval 

273230 

273234 

and stone arched drains and culverts, a cess pit and a wel1. Bricks 
found to date from I 794-1850. 

Area of I an dscape park attached to H enlade House shown on OS 
6"ma. 
'F ishpond' printed on 0 S 6" map and showing three long sinuous 

ollds 1e<ldin~ from the ,tream. 
i 27762205 'L im ok i In Conage' printed on OSA D 6" m<!p. 

, 
, 

, , 

~7702221 I 'T . led on OSAD 6" . . f1968 further inf, .1' lUll 

a vai I ab le. Tower is no longer shown on the I: 25 00 digital maps. 

! 

28332391 The graveyard associated with the church of the Holy Cross and 
churchyard, Thornfalcon. This graveyard h as been in use at least 
since medieval times. 

286233 A flint ,eaUer at Thorne Hill, Thomfalcon. The material found 
here was ind ~ded in a collection of fl i nl and chert implements, 
core sand fl akes co Heeted and donated to Taunton Museum by a 

, W.A. Seaby. 
280524 \0 ' Possible moat at Lower Farm. 

27902227 . Pep per's m ill ( corn)' printed on 0 S 25" map of 1903. The site 
was visited in 1977 and the following notes made. The remains of 
two pond, and relief sluices still ex ist. One wall of the mi 11 is still 

H om e, Ruiston m ss. 
SCrD 
PSANHS A ,hton, M., 
1976 Som erset 
Arl:haeolo gy 1974-5 vo I 
120. 75 
Map - OS 1938 6" sheer None 
71SW 
Map - OS 1938 6" sheet None 
71SW 
Map - Ordnance Survey 
Archaeo lO~1)' D ivisi on 
19686" ST22SE SCPD 
1,,1 aD - Ordnance S urvey 

;ion 
;CPD 
tison~ , 
l 

""_"", """ .. v,) 
i rers. Comm. Ashton, 1 ... 1., 
' scrD 11.01.77 

i 

PSANHS 1952 vol 97, 32 '. 

, 
, 

Ordnance Survey 
Archaeology Division 
1965 STnSE6 SCPD 

Dennison, E., SCPD 
1002.86 

,M., 

1,21 

n 
PO 

'1' Map - 0 S 1903 25" sheet 
80(2) 

I 

1 

None 

N 

None 

None 

None 

None 

- -

, 
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i standing along with the remains of a wheel pit and lea!. The Pe". Comm. Warren, D., i 
Flaunch and axle of the wheel are extant too. The wheel is 12ft in SIAS 28.11.77 

; diameter_ Tvl"o runner stones were atso noted at Ashe fann to the ! i north east. 
A24* 43690 i Modem 28372392 A pound at Thomfalcon. Rectangular stone structure cAm square SMR file 43690 None 

and huilt against the south wall of the churchyard at its eastern 
end, facing onto a small green. The churchyard wall_ prohah ly 
18th or 19th century_ forms the northern wall ofthe pound. The 
latter consists of roughly mortared stressed Has blocks of 
alternating thick and thin courses standing 1.75 m high and 
capped with vertical slates. The entrance gap is c. l.5m wide in the 
southern wall. The eastern part of the churchyard wall is a rebuild 
contemllorarv with the Jlound. I 

A25 43691 Medieval 27452260 String of three possib le fi shponds shown on 0 SAD 6-' map. No Map - OS 1968 6" map None 
further information shown. ST22SE SCPD 

Pers_ comm. Dcnn bon, 
E., SCPD 10.02.86 i 

A26 43772 Medieval 28542101 The graveyard associated with the church of St. Andrew_ West Pers. Comm_ Ashton, M., None 
Hatch. The graveyard has been in use s.ince at least the medieval SCPD 11.07.77 ; 

period_ 
A27 43781 Post 283217 Possible limekiln at Huish. Pers. Comm. Ward, A.P. None 

Ivled ieval SIAS 01.1 L 77 i 

A28 43782 Post 285216 Limekiln, south ,,'est of Strang\ ... 'ays Cross, '''lest Hatch. Pers. COin m. \\' ard. A. P. None 
Medieval SIAS 01.1 L 77 , 

A29* 43839 1048610 Post 284241 A canal incline at Thornfalcon, Part of the Chard Canal (PRN Pers. Comm, Denn i so n, E None 
Medieval 43835). It was preserved in a deep cutting, though part of it is SCPD 04.12.87 

obsc ured by tipping. The ,ite was yis ited in 1987. A lIhe bottom Chard History Group 
of the incline the stone outlet of a culvert bringing water from an Pnblication No.l_ 1967_ 
upper pound was noted. It bad a fall of 28 ft. 18 

A30 44226 Roman 252255 An old SMR map is annotated with 'RB patrer), found' (Grays 6" Pers. Comm. \Vebster, None 
map collcrtion sheet 71SW). Nothing was found when most of the ; C.J. SMRO 26_10_93 
area was evaluated in 1991 (PRN 44650) ~ Pers. Comm. \"lebster, 

j c.l. SMRO Ma" 1998 
A31 44227 619433 Roman 25102525 Roman (oin find ilt Laxlon Road, Taunton. Annotated on SMR ; Pers. Comm. \Vebster None 

map 'Roman coin C2 found c.3' dO"TI inf. 'vir L Sully 1972- , C.J., 27_10.93 
A32* 44228 190559 Bronze Age 255256 A Bronze age sword fmd on the River Tone to the south of I Pers. Comm \Veb,\er, 

! 
None 

I c.l., 27_ 10.93 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Bathpoo I. The find is recorded on an SMR map as 'BA sword I found MJ V ickerv (1971 r 

A33 44229 Undated 256251 A n area of cropmarks to the east of Hankridge Fatm which appear Aerial photographs - I None ! 
to represent old fields. No subsurface features could be identified Aston, M., (no date but c. 

, 
when the areas was evaluated (PRN 44650). The cropmarks may 1976)in SMR 
have been relatively recent in origin. The area has since been Pers. Comm. Webster, 
redevelope.d. Cl., SMRO "·Iay 1998 

A34' 44297 Modem 28142427 Inland defences pillbox, sUH'ives in good condition. Pcrs. Comm. He! I is, J_, None 

I 

Fomess Study Group, 
March 1994 
Ref.1H.OOOO I 

A35* " 44299 i Modem 28462411 An inland de fences pillbox ,urvi ves in good cond ition with an Pers. Comm. Bellis, J., None , 
inland Anti Tank obstacle attached, both are in good condition. F oftress Study Group, ! 

I March 1994 

! Ref.JIJ.OOOI9 
A36* 44318 j Modem 27482445 Inland defences pillbox, survives in good condition. Pers. Comm. Bellis, J., None 

F omess Study Group, 
)''larch 1 994 
Ref.JH.00289 

A37 44495 190679 Lndated 25072394 A bank and d itch at New Barn F ann, B lackbrook. A north - south PSANIl S, 1994, 1.,.15 list None 
aligned bank some 2m wide and lm high with a ditch 4m wide of s.ites, 
and 1.5 m deep on the east and traces of a s.econd on the west \'Ip'a5 

recorded. No dating evidence was produ ced. 
A3S 44497 191666 Medieval 302193 The shrunken village of Capland, Hatch Beaucbamp. The decline SDNQ 1967 vo128, 325 None 

of Cap land was probably caused by the Black Death but its SDNQ 1931 vo120, 
prox imity's to the forest of N eroche may have added 10 its 136-7 
difficulties. On Iy a fe\'t· houses and farms. remain in ex istence_ SRS 1896 vo1.l 0, 539, 
The se are widely s-catteTed_ The numbering of the site has been 547. 578, 581 and 706 
confused in the Somerset SMR with PRNs 43808 and 53565. Ordnance Survey 

Archaeology D iv is ion 
1962 6" ST31NW StPD 
Pers._ Comm. We bSler, 

I c.J. SMRO 06.09.95 
A39 44598 Modem 256241 I Heavy AA battery site, north of Haydon. The battery is recorded Dobinson, C.S .. 20lh ! None 

, at this site in June 1942 with 4 mobile 3.7" guns and a GL Mk I A century defences in 
I radar. England \'011.3 (1996), 
i 465 

, 
I 
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A40 44607 Event 25502520 A watching brief carried out at Hankridge Farmhouse in 1995 Vlessex Archaeology None 

Record during the excavation offoundation for the extensions on the W Hankridge Farmhouse, 
and E wings of the farmhouse. A well. a pit and a foundation Taunton unnpubl report 
trencb were noted in the E " ... ·ing. The foundation trench was (1995) in Somerset SlvlR 
associated with the standing structure .nd was d.ted to the 16th or 
17th centuries . -

A41 44621 Neolithic 25062535 A polished flint axehead was found in the garden at 5 B lackbrook Minnitt. S. and Ivlur less, None 
Road, Taunton. It is made of grey flint and is broken with both B Somerset Archaeology 
ends missing. It measures l22mm by S2mm. 1978 PSNHS 123 (1979), 

86 
Pers. Comm. Webster, 
C.l., SMRO Dec. 1977 

A42 44745 Undated 33641515 Ring ditch, Lamb Inn. Horton Cross. Aerial photographs show Aerial photographs· None 
clearly an annular dark mark in a paddock at the rear of the Lamb CPElUKl2491 3085 
Inn. Although it does not really have the appearance of an (11.03.48) in SSL 
arc haeo 1 ogi cal feature and fits neatly into il fiel cl, there- is no 
modem explanation either. 

A43 44648 Medieval 25472518 A watching brief maintained on groundworks relating to CrockeU, A. Hankl'idge None 
construction around the farmhouse. Several construction features Farm, Taumon unpubl 
were noted to the north of the fann. but no datable material was Wessex Archaeo logO' 
recovered_ These trenches probably relate to former farm support report W527 (1993) in 
bu ildin gs. A ser; es 0 f ditches and gullies dated to the 12th SMR 

! 
centuries to the NVi of the fann probably relate to the structures 
found during the evaluation PRN44650 .. 

A44 44650 ! Multi Phase 255253 A 1 arge area of the Hankridge Farm deve lopmenl was eVil I uated in Croc ketl. A .• H Ql1kridge None 
, ad van ce of a retai I park deve lopmenl. A total 009 machine Farm unpubl \\,'essex 
1 excavated trenches with a total length of 2000m was dug. One Archaeo loK."r' report 
; 

principal area (PRN 44651) of archaeo log ical interest was ( 1992) in Somerset S M R 
1 , identified to the south of the farmhouse (PRN44649). The earlier , 

phase comprised a collection of shallow features which appeared , 

i to have been truncated by ploughing. One sherd of late Iron age or 
Roman pottery was recovered. The later and larger phase 
consisted of occupation on the same area ofthe ridge is suggested 
as being the 12th to 13 th century precursor to the later farm. Few 
signs of the cropmarks (PRN442229) could be seen as subsoil 

I 
~ 

fe<ltures and it is suggested thatthey were formed by shallow, 

I more recent drainage ditches. No Roman pottery was recovered 
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I 

!Tom the E end of the site where it had tJ.een previously repoTted 
(PRN 44226). 

~ A45 44651 Roman and 25502507 A series of Roman and medieval settlement features were Crockett, A. Hankridge None 
medieval uncovered during the evaluation at Hankridge Farm in 1992 Farm unpub 1 Wessex , 

(PRN44650). The Roman features were heavily truncated ditches Archaeology report i 
whilst the r"ledie"a I fe atures comprised drainage ditche s, a (1992) in SMR (PRN 
possible occupation surface and a series of track ways. These were 44650) 
dated to the 12th century. The site was completely removed "Vebster, C.l., and Croft. 
during gro und leve 11 ing operations by the contractors whi le R.A. Somer,'fet 

ne gotiati ons were taking place for further work. A n-hae%gy 1991 
PSNHS 135 (1991), J 58 

A46 53347 Modem 34410150 Rose l\li lis, south east of Horton Cross, Donyatt. 'Rose Mill,' Map - Ordnance Survey None 
DO printed on OSA D 6" map of 1 969. Leat and head pond from River Archaeology Division 

Isle with screens and hatches in place. Two vertical shafted 1969 6" sn I NW SCPD 
turbines by Arm field 0 f Ringwood. A generator by W. H. Bond 0 f Pers. C omrn. V./ arren, D, 

! Warminster, oiving 222 volts or 36 amps at 460rpm. 15.08.77 
A47 53351 Medieval 335150 Deserted vi Ilage, south of Horton Cross, Earth"'r'orks. on the Pers. C omm. B urro\,..'~ I., None 

i 
western side of Chesha)'s Hill to the south ofthe A303 between SCPD 1983 
ST3335l510 and 5133601499. They are most evident in the Burrow, J., PSANHS 128 
fields immediately to the west ofCheshays HilL These consist of (J 984), 19 
a well-defined north-south ditch c. 5rn wide by 750mm deep SCPD HBC 5.057. 1 
forming the back lane of two crofts divided by an E-W ditch. To copy of2 
the north lie more complex earthwork>, including a leve Iled area G.WSutton, 
by road oee upied by a b ui Iding in 1838. To the west are Correspondence ref 
add it ional si mi 1 ar earthworks, s.ome field boundaries, a long with ARX9 
platforms and closes. Additional buildings are shown on the Map - SCRO llminster 
pari sh IIrninster Tithe Map, particu lar 1)' at S 13 3 3 91515 where tilhe map D.D.Rt84 
some earth works are visible. A number of earthworks " .. 'ere Croft, R.A., in Dennison, 
disturbed by eanhmoving during the construction of the [Iminsler E., Somerset Archaeolog).-' 
by-pass. Examination of the area revealed few finds with the only 1987 PSANHS 13 I 
datab le artefacts being a few sherds 0 f post medieval pottery. (1987),227 

Pers_ Comm. Denn is.on, 
,E., SCPD 15.11.84 

M8 53354 Undated 34380152 Haze I well, east of !Iorton Cross. 'Hazel well (chalybeate), is , Map - Ordnance Survey None 
90 printed on the OSAD 6" map. The well, which is repOTted to have Archaeology Division 

healing effects, consists of an 18" square eDncrete shaft and an .1969S131NWSCPD 
iron ! id flush ,"",·ith the ground. The water 1 eve 1 is 2ft be low the top 
and ~s. culverted away. 
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Ordnance Survey i 
Archaeology Dj vi s ion 
1965 ST31 NW 13 SCPD 
Dennison, E., SCPD 
31.08.84 

A49 53355 
, 

Medieval 33800151 Medieval chapel at Horton Cross, no further information Pers. Corn rn. As hton, M .. None 

~ 80 available. SCPD 07.09.77 
Pcrs. Comm _ Denn i son. 
E .. SCPD 03.09.84 

A50 53370 Medieval 32971590 The grave yard at the church of St /'Ildhehn and St Eadhurgha. Pevsner, N., 1958, None 
Broadway has been in used since the medieval period. Buiid;11g.' of England and 

West Somerset 
Ordnance Survey 
Archaeology Division 
record card in S M R 
Pers. Comm. As hlon, Iv!., 
SCPD (25.07. 77) 

A51 53374 Medieval 32900158 Deserted village at Broadway. There is a local tradition of a Pers. Comm. Ashton, M .. None 

00 vi Uage formerly around the now i so latcd ch urch destroyed by SCPD 0 L08. 77 
plague. Ellison, A, 1983 

I 
Mediewil'illages in SE 
Somerset. 104 

! /'152 53457 Post 34560152 /'I mill at Hort Bridge, IIminster. 'lIort Bridge Mills' is printed on )1,,1 ap - 0 S 1904 6" sheet None 
, medieval 00 the OS 6" map from 1904. 88NW , 

AS3 53508 191640 Medieval 31260173 Wood Court. the site of a medieval manor. The poss ible fishponds SDNQ 1932, vo1 20, 84ff None , 
i 

30 thought to be situated to the south of the house are more probably Ordnance Survey ! , the result of the widening ofVenner's Water to the east side of Archaeology Division 
Wood Bridge. 1965 ST3INWlO SCPD 

A54 53510 Medieval 32110172 The graveyard associated with the church of SI. MaTY. Ashill has Pevsner, N .. 1958, None 
60 been in use since medieval times. Buildings ~f England: 

South and JVe.u Sml1er.~et 
Ordniln ce Survey 
Archaeo[ogy Division 

I I record card in S M R 

I 
, 

Pers. Cormn. Asht{ln, M .. 
I SCPD 25.07.77 -----_.,._--i 53511 I I 30411822 ASS Undated A we 11, north of F 0 HO' Farm. 'H urmans we II' is printed on OSAD Map - OS 19620" None 

i ! 6" map of 1962. ST3INW 
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A56 53512 Undated 30400178 The possihle site ofa Folly at Folly Fann, Ashill. 'Folly Farm' lvlap - Ordnance Survey None 

, 00 and 'F oHy Drove' are both pri nted on the OSAD 6" map of 1962. Archaeology Division 

i 
'Fully' is printed on the OS I"map of 1809. No further 1962 6" ST3 INW SCPD 

I infonnation is available. Map - OS 1809 I" sheet 

I 21 

I 
Pers. Comm. Deon is ion, 
E., SCPD 09.09.84 

A57 I 53514 Medieval 323182 A Deerpark, south of Radigan Fann, AshilL 'Park Farm Cottage', Map - Ordnance Survey None 
'Park Barn' and 'Park Lane' are printed on the OSAD 6" map. A rchaeo! ogy Di vi sion 
The site was licensed to empark in 1411. Henry IV gave Sir 19626" ST3INW SCPD 
Thomas Beauchamp, Knight 250 acres in hi s m anOT in Ash ill. VCH Some"et 1911 vol 
Park field names are on the lithe map centred at ST 323182, south 2,598 
of Radigan Fi1nn. There are a number of continuos field Shirley, E.P., 1867 
boundaries which could resemble pales. A long bank with a ditch English Deer Parks 
on the east side runs fi-om ST322183 to the stream at ST322178. Pers. Comm. Aston, M., 
There are also e"rthworks to the south of the fann and an E-W SCPD 02.08.77 
ditch at ST323185. There are Iwo pollared oaks at ST321183 by " 
marl pit. 

ASS 55230 Modern 34811605 A pillbox, south 0 f Cad F ann, Cad Green. Shown 0 n OS map. Map - OS 1 :2500 sheet None 
ST3416 

A59 55239 IVlodern 34701514 A pillbox to the south of Station Road, Ilminster. Part of the Pers. Comm. H ellis, J., None 
inland defen.ces system, this \ .... i:tS- in good condition by the side of Fonress Study Group, i 
the road when inspected in 1994. It is now destroyed (200 I), lvlarch 1994. Ref. 
leaving a gap in the hedge, lH.OOI! 10 

Pers. Comm. Chri, 
! Webster 12.11.0 I 

A60 55240 i Modem 34861501 A pillbox to the south of Station Road, llminster. The OS map of Map - OS I :2500 sheet 

I 1965 shows a pillbox on the railway embankmentto the south of ST3415 1965 
i [he road. 

A61 55241 i "'Iodem 34961513 A pillbox to the north of Station Road, Ilminsrer. Situated to the Map - OS 1 :2500 sheet 
, west of the railway. ST3415 1965 

A62 - --m2i-r Medieval 336159 Iv!edieva1 village at JOTdans, north of Horton Cross. Fieldwork Hollinrake, N. and C. None , 
during the construction of the Ashill by-pass located the Ashill by-pass, ; 

; 
earth works of a probable medieval village, preserved by the unpublished report in ; 

! park! and of J ordans. To the south alon g the r; "er Ding are several Some"et S M R 
I mo und s which mav re late to a mill of some form. (PRN90015) 

A63 55323 r Medieval 338156 Two rubbish pits found during construction oftne Asnill by-pass. Ho 11 inrake, N. and C. None 
both contained 10th to 12th centur), pottery. These pits may be Ashill by-pass, 
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i I I I associated with the village earthwork' found at tne same time unpublished report in 

, 
, (PRN 55322). Somerset Sr.IR 

(PRN90015) 
A64 , 55451 1359290 ' Modem 344181 Line of the Taunton 10 Chard railway. Opened in 1866. Closed to G alberco le, c., 1996, None 

i passengers in 1962 and freight in 1966. Extensive \}rhan Sun'e), 
of Somerset (Chard) , , 

A65 55460 Medieval 323177 A concentration of medieval and post medi eval pottery was found Hollinrake, C. and N. 
i during construction oftne Ashill by-pass (watching brief no. PRN SCC Office Pollel)' report 

• 90016) no 70 (1995), 1 (PRN 
90014) 

, 
i f 

Finds - SaC),,! acc ession 
178\! 995 

A66 90015 Medieval 327175 A watching brief was carried out in December 1991 during the , 11 ollinrake, C. and N. l\'one 
i construction ofthe Ashill by-pass. Topsoil had been stripped and r SCC Office Pottery report 

! drainage ditches were be ing excavated. Several boundary features no 70 (1995) (PRl\' 
: were recorded and two potential medieval sites were located 90014) 

; ! (PRNs 55322 55323). See PRN 90016 for northern end of works. Ho 11 imake, "J. and C. and 
i I , \-!crone, P.R __ in Webstcr, , 

C. J., and Croft, R. 
A.S omer set A l'chaeol ng}-' 

i 1991 PSNHS 135 (l99!) 
, 

, 136-7 
i i Finds - sac \1 accessi on 

no. 178\1995 
--

A67 r 90016 ! Medieval ...- 312181 ! Fieldwalking along the route of the Ashill by-pass in December Ilollinrake, N. and C. and None 
I Tlo __ <-

Post 1991 produced a few sherds ofarchaeologkal interest. Occasional I "krone, P.R" in Webster. 

I 

-

I Medieval flints were recovered a long with isolated sherds of med ieva! and C. J., and Croft, R. 
post medieval pollery. The paucity of archaeological material may A.Somersd A rchaeol OK\.-' 
be the result of the area having once been part of N emche Forest 1991 PSNHS 135 (1991) 
and therefore sparse I)' populated. See P RN 900 I 5 for southern 136-7 

I end of road. T\"I-'O concentrations ofmedievaJ pottery were located Find s - S OC ""1 acccs si on 
(P RN s 55460 55461). These finds have been deposited in the no. 178\ 1995 , , , Somerset County M use urn, 

A68 90103 , Medieval I 251244 J A very limited evaluation was carried out prior to the con.slTuction M cDonnell , R.R . .1. None 
i of B lackbrook Business Park. This concentrated on the hi 11 top B 1 ackbrook b ifS ;nc-ss Park 

wi th only one trench to the south. No .rchaeo logical features were unpubJ report (1989) in 

i 
found and the on Iy fmds were sherds of medi eval potte,}', Somerset SMR 
probablv manuring scatter from Little Hankridge Fann, I 

-- --
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A69 ; 190673 , jI,·ledieval 220120 ! Site of a possible DMV at West Hatch. Suspected from evidenc~ MS S records CO Arch None \ 

. of Tax RoUs of 1336. Field Investigators , 
Comments 

, F1 MlF 09-SEP-75 
A70 190676 Ivledieval 220130 Site of a possible DMV at Henlade. Suspected from evidence of MSS records Co Arch , \lone 

Tax Rolls of 1336. Field 1 nvestigators 
! Comments I 

F1 MJF 14-SEP-7S 
, 

A71 191591 Bronze Age 3545 I 544 : Two bronze p.lstaves and a portion of bronze bracelet which may Evans, l., 1881_ The None 
have been a torque, Thought to be the remaius of a small hoard ancient bronze 
Found at Winterhay green pre-1881, Now in the Ashmo1ean ' implements, weapons and 1 

i M useum, Oxford, ornaments. of GTeat 
Brit. in and Ireland. 90_ 
384 

! ; PPS, VoU5, 1959,202 
A72 191610 Neolithic 320170 . Chcrt scraper found in gravel during the construction of the new p, Som. A & N,H,S. n None 

: i 1 main road at As-hill in 1925. No," ... ' in Taunton Museum_ ; 1926 ixxxii 

! 
Field Investigators 
Comments. , 

~73 
Fl NVQ OS-OCT-65 

660795 Medieval 339177 Medieval borough of Merryfie Id first mentioned in 1275 by a OS map' 10,000 1969 None 
rental of East Cocker Beresford, M, W" 

i En" li ,h Med ie,,"1 , ' 0 
Boroughs, a hand -I isl. 
156 

* - Site is within lkm stndy corridor but is not shown on Figures 2-5 
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A358 I1minster to Taunton Improvement 

Table 2: Listed Buildings, Parks and Gardens and ConselTation Areas 

SITE! SMR AGE GRID DESCRIPTION REFERENCES STATUS 
No. i No. REF , 

(ST) 
BI 43258 Post 305210 Historic Park at Hatch Court, Hatch Beauchamp. 'I latch Court Maps- English T kritt'lge 

Medieval Park' and 'Deerpark' printed on OSAD 6" maps from 1962. Ordnanoe Survey Archaeology I Iistmic 
l..anJso;:ape 

The area is shown on the 1904 OS 6" map. The English Division 1962 6" ST32SW SCPD 
Regtster: 

Heritage Reg ister of Parks and Gardens descril>es th is as: Ordnance Survey Arch aeo I ogy P~rk5 and G<'Irdens 
. Gardens, landscaped p le .. sure ground s, park, cA 5 ha., mi d 18th Division 1962 6" ST22SE SCPD 

! 
century. House, 1755 by Thomas Prowse for Johr Collins of OS 1904 6" sheet 80NE (Grade: fl) 

; llminster. Arcaded loggias to south front steps descending to I EH Register of Parks and Gardens 
shallow turfed terraces, with some sleps lead ing to ornamenta I Co llinson, 1791, So", er" cl I 

i i pool. Park, scattered trees, plantations backed by Lime Wood. Cmmlly Life, 22 Oct I 964, 1 034 
, Church to north 0 f lIouse, 1530, 1834, reslured 1867 by Sir I Pevsner, N., 1958, South and rVest 
! G.G. Scott. Fann beyond church. Park formerly adorned with j Somerset 

temp les and seats ( 1791). Small deer park. i 
B2 5/113 Modem 26052480 "'ioodlands House and stable block. Built c.181 0, remodeled ! Somerset statutOI"\' list Grade II 

and enlarged by Richard Carver c. 1833 for a Mrs Lock. A good i -
Building 

example of a Tudor-style villa, unaltered apart from a 2()th 
century ,",'rought iron verandah at the front. T ypica 1 \","'ork of a 
local architect. Single storey rendered stable block to the left. 
Two storey Brick coach house adjoining. 

B3 5/110 Modem 26082455 Ruishton House, Dated I 893, bui It by a M r Spiller for S tuart Somerset statutory 1 j st Grade II 
Somen·ille. The Some,villes owned the papennill at Creech St. Building 
Ivlichae! and there is a memorial to them in St. George's Church 
in Ruishton. The house in the Old English Tudor style with 
good external detai I ing and might contain features of interest. 

B4 5/111 Io.lodern 26122455 Stables and wall abulling north east corner ofRuishton House. Somerset statutory 1 i si Grade 11 
Bu i Id ing dated 1899, built by a Mr S piller for St uart Building 
Somerville, altered in the mid 20th century. 

B5 5/112 Modem 26092462 Gates, gate piers and wall abutting. Located at entrance to Somerset statutory list Grade II 
Ruishton House. Built c. 1893 my Mr Spi11er for Sluart Building 
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Somerville. Wrought iron gates with brick and Portland i , 
limestone piers and a 500mm hioh red brick wall. 

B6 5/97 Post 26382498 Acklands farmhouse. Dating from the late 16th to early 17th Somer>et statutory list Grade II 
Medieval centUl)" The building has been subsequently enlarged from two Building 

cell to three cdl plan, - . 
B7 1,'98 Modem 26332510 The V iearage at Ru is hton. Built in the early 19th centu'},' an d S omersel statuto,}' list Grade II 

altered in the mid 2()th century. BuildincJ 

B8 1/99 Modem 26332510 Gales., gate piers ilnd \'r'a! I s on either si de 0 f the entrance to the Somer>et statuto'}' list Grade II 
Vicarage, Early 19th cenlUl}' in origin .. Cast iron gates with Building 
ashlar gate piers and ashlar fronted hrick walls. 

B9' \/100 Medieval 26362513 The ch urch of SI. George. The building has Norman origins, Pevsner, 1958, Buildings of Grade [ 
, The south chapel dates from the late 14th to early 15th century E"gla"d South and West Somerset Building 
; and \~'as refenstraled ~n the late 1 5tb century. The church tower SANHS, vo144, 1898 

I was begun in the IS 3 Os with the upper stages comp leted in 

i 1549, It was restored and reseated in 1866, 
BID 1/101 jI,'ledieval I 32961589 A 13th to 14th centu'}' churchyard cross located to the east of Pooley, c., 1877, Old Stone Scheduled 

I the south porch of the church of SI. A Idhelm and SI. Eadburga, Crosses o/Somerset, 166-8 1\·1 on ument 

I 
B road\'t'ay. 11 is in nl ins._ ] l has a sculptured shaft with no head Ordnance Survey Archaeology No:32155 
an d a socket SWne on h'J.'o square steps. The ems s is. comp lete Division 1965 ST31 N\V9 SCPD 

I ex cept for the head of the s haft and was in reasonahly good Lelter - English Heritage to SCC Grade 11' 
condition when last inspected in 1965, Scheduling affinned (26,05.99) Building 
with a new national numher on 15,02.99 (was Somerset 296), 

Bll 1/102 Post 26322510 The Procktor fam ily chest tomb in the churchyard 6m to the Somerset statutory list Grade II 
Medieval south west 0 fthe porch 0 f St. GeOTge' s R uishlon. Thi s is 17th Building 

century in date and made from ham stone. It fonns a pair \'J.'ith 
another Procktor chest tomb (8 12) to the so uth \'Ip'eSL 

Bll 1/IOJ Post 26322510 The Procktor Family chest tomh c. 8 m to the south west of the Collinson, 1791, History of Grade 11 
Medieval porch of SI. George' s church Ru ishton. The tomb is 17th Somerset, ,"'oL3 Building 

century in date and made of ham stone. Referred to hy 
Coliinson, 

B13 5,.'104 Modern 27302310 Henlade House. Built between 1805 and 1815 and was Somerset statutory list Grade Il* 
en larged bel ",cen 1 &90. B ui It by an unidentified Ital ;an Building 
architect for John Proctor Anderdon. 

BI4 5/105 Modem 27452305 I The East Lodge to Henlade House hu ilt c .1872. Somerset statutory list Grade II 
Building 

BIS 5/106 Modem 27422303 The stable block located around lOOm to the east of Hen la de S Dmerset statutory list Grade !l 

I Ho use. The slructure, ,""hich has now be part Iy converted to a Building 
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dwelling, dates from 1872 with some late 20th century 
a Iterations. 

26822362 POUlians fannhouse, a cottage with an adjoining barn. 16th to 
17th century in origin. It was altered subsequently with the end 
bay being demolished in the late 20th centurv. 

26922359 Musgrave Fannhouse, Henlade. Built in the early 14th century 
and remode1ed in the late 16th century, the house was extended 

.' in the mid 17th century and remodeJed again in the mid 19th 
century'. 

27882206 ,t on a p lalform just to 
I n masters h ouse which 
III and Son. They have 

.' 

li1re vent bern'een them 
.' 

ar of the kilns was used J 

,i Ins ceased production 
'ki Ins bui It and are the , 

on I)' knm·'i.'1l dated examples in the count " 
, 25672358 I Haydon House, b u i It in the I ate 17th century and en larged or 

partially rebuilt in the 19th century. It was altered further in the 
rn id to late 20th c entu 

25682358 I Outbuilding with a wall adjoining the south eastern corner of 
. lJaydon House. The original purpose of this building is unclear. 

! It appears to be I.te 17th century in date and underwent some , 
restoration in 1984. This is a rare example ofa high quality 
brick building in Somerset retaining the majority of its original 

, features. 
25552352 The walls enelos ing a garden about 30 m tu the south east of 

, Haydon House. These were built c. 1800, of red brick with four 
pilasters on the west face and a plank door. 

25412378 Haydon Farmhouse, probably built in the 16th century, it was 
faced with brick in the late 17th century. The roof was raised 

, and the house enlarged by one bay south in the early 19th 

I 
.' Somerset statutory list 

, 

Somerset Vernacular B ui Iding 
Research Group report, May 2000 

Somerset statutory list 

Somerset statutory list 

V A G report, unpu b 1 S R 0, ~·1 arch 
1982 

' Somerset statutory j ist 

Somerset statutory list 

i century. It was partly refenstrated in tbe mid 20th century. Only' 
the exterior has been recorded. 

25432379 Railings, a dwarf wall, a summer house and a wall on the nortb Somerset statutory list 
eastern corner of Haydon Fannhouse. An of these reatures are 
early to mid 19th century in origin. They have been listed 

, primarii,. for their group value. 
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27652373 !. The Battlements, once a school, now a house, It was built by 
t~ c Chisho Ime' Batten famil)' in the early to mid 19t~ cenn,,), 
and enlarged in the later part of the same centurv. 

28102240 Ashe Farmhouse, possibly late lv!edieval in origin, The east end 
was re built and enlaT1!ed in the late 18th 10 ear I y 19th centuries, 

28152249 •. A road bridge over the railway hne at Ash, Built c, \S66, it 
spans the now dismantled Taunton to Chard branch line opened . 
in 1866 and closed in 1962, It forms a striking element in the I 
landscape and j s also of historic inteTest as the best surviving 

. br;d~e on the line, 

28082268 I The thatch, a fdrmhouse which appears to be late Medieval in 
origin, it was- undergoing restorations. and enlargement when 
surveyed in 1994. 

"62398 i lbe church of the Holv Cro» at Thomfalcon. The buildino h 28 - as 

28362392 

28372393 

28292391 

28182381 

-
its origins in the laIC 141h to early 15th centu!)' and was 
restored in 1882 by Benjamin F errey. The tower \'I,.'as restored 
in 1912, while the church was re'tored again in 1920. A vestry 
was added in 1958. 
A Harred Family chest tomb c.2m south of the porch of Holy 
Cross church, Thomfalcon. !<'-lid 18th centul)' in origin and built 
of Ham stone. An interesting variant on an slandard 18th 

: centurv design, 

A Henry Branson chest tomb about Srn south east of the 
cllancel at the church of the Holy Cross. Early 19th century in 

' date and made of unidentifLed stone. An unusu.1 design for a 
chest 10mb. 
Thomfalcon House. Built in the e.arl)' 19th "entu!)', though 
poss ibl)' incorporat ing part of an earl ier dwe 11 ing. Only the 

; exteri or was s.urveyed. ... -. ~ lth century in origin 
as being 15th 

;t, the eros s ho\vever 
appears to be entirely late 19th r;;entut)'. It occupies. an 
imo-ortant Dosition in the villa I:!e. 

280223 73 I Court House. Possibly loth century in origin but extensi,'ely 
altered iUO und 1870. Only the exterior was surveyed. From the 

I 1ale 18th centtl!)' to J 979 this was the home of the 

I 

, 

S om erset statutory list 

Somerset statuto!)' li st 

Somersel statutory list 

VAG report, unpubl SRO January 
1985 

P 1958 Build: <( 
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Somerset statutory list 
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Somerset statutory list 

- -
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B34 5/145 Post • 28192374 ; 

Medieval 

B35' 5/151 , Post 28232366 
: 

, 
Medieval 

B36' 5/146 Medieval 28032408 

! 

, 
, 

B37 5/161 ,,·jedieval 29232070 

B38 5/147 ; Medieval 29182081 
, ; 

i 
; 

B39 5/148 Post 29742189 
Medieval , 

B40 5/149 Medieval 28532102 

j 

I 
, I 

I I , 

B41 5/150 Post 28532101 
Medieval 

B42 5/160 Post 28642096 
Mediev.l 

B43 5/9 Modem 29782032 
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Christolm-Balten family who were also owned large amount of 
land in the parish . 
Manor Farmhouse. Probably early 18th century in origin, built 
Oil the site 0 f an earl ier dwe Ili ng. It was reroofed and altered 

. internally in the early 19th century and refenestrated in the 20th 
, century. 

A range off arm buildings about 30m to the east of Manor 
Farmhouse, comprising.n open ended barn, a cowshed and loft 
probably over the stables. These are mid 18th century in origin. 
Fonm a crood woup of simple vernacular fanm buildings. 

I Lower Farmhouse, Thornfakon. A poss; ble longhouse, now a 
' farmhouse. Possibly late Medieval in origin, a byre 

incorporated into the dwelling c. 1600, subsequently enlarged 
with the south end rebuilt in th e I ate 17th to ear I y 18th century 
and restored in the late 20th centurv. 
Park Farmhouse, Wesl Hatch. Late 15th to early 16th century in 
ori 0 in wi lh I ater alterations in the 18th. 19th and 20th centuries. 
Greenings at 'Vest Hatch. A fonner fannhouse wh [ch is nm.-,: a 
dwelling. Late Medieval in origin, soulhern end rebuilt in the 
20th century when a north end was added. 
M eare Co urt Farmhouse. Now two dwe 11 ings. the build ing is 
17th century in origin, enlarged possibly in the 18th century 
and altered in the mid 20th centurv. Onlv exterior surveyed. 

-

further in 1907. The I iv ing was originally a chape I and was 
declared a vicarage in 1865-6. 
Heame family che,t tomb in SI. Andrew' s churchyard. c.12m 
SOUtl1 of the porch. Early 17th century in origin and made of 
Ham stone. said to be the tomb of Hearne, died 1617. 

i Virgins, V{est Hatch. A house, possibly late Medieval in origin, 
wall s raised in the ear Iy 17th centu!)', exten s i vel y reconstructed 
in the 19th and mid 20th centuries. 
Dai!)' Lodge, Hatch Beauchamp. A lodge to Hatch Court, this 
was built in the earlv to mid 19th centurv. 

, , 

Somerset statutory list Grade II 
Building 

, 

Somerset statuto!)' list Grade 1I , 
! 

Building 

V A G Report unpu b lished SRn Grade II 
February 1983 Building 

i ! 

Somerset sta~utory list Grade 11 
, Building 

VAG Report. unpublished SRO, Grade II 
December 1981 Building 

, 

VAG Report, unpublished SRO, Grade 11 
1975 Building 

Grade !I" 
Building 

, Ancient kfal10r and HUlIdl<ed I Kelly Directo",,', 1914 
Olivey, 1\lorth Cuny: Ancient Grade I r 
Manor and Hundred. 190 I Building 

V A G Report, unpub t ishcd S R O. 
1975 

Somerset statutory list 

Grade 11 
Building 

Grade 1.1 I 
BuildinL-J 

- -



- - - - - - -
B44 9/10 '"fodern 30611882 

B45 12/1 I Modern 30062013 

B46 12/12 "'fodern 30212056 , 

: 
: 

i ; 

B47 12/]3 Modem 30162062 
, 
i 

B48 5/14 
, 

Modem 3002004 

, B49 5/15 Modem 300200 
8i 15 
12/15 

B50 i 6/16 JI,·ledieval 30622112 

; BSI' 6/17 Post 30632111 
Medieval 

B52 I 6/18 I Post I 30632111 

- - - - - - - - - -
Capland FaITIlhou,e, built in the early 19th centuIY. Somerset statuto:r:y list 

Baptist Chapel, The La"Tence Flat and The Manse adjoining. I Somerset statutory list 
The Chapel is dated 1783, the tlat, now lecture rooms, dates 
from 1 g 8 3 whi le the Manse dates rrom 1 g 5 5. 
Beauchamp House. Originally a dwelling, now a nursing home. I Somerset statutor".- list . 

·an 
that 
urt 
l\YS , 

u .... u u ..... ~ ~ltU n .. uag ~u ~J ...... LUI LJ.l ... UoJ ~ .... ~ .I. JU~""'U ......... L.U 1, 

Walls enclosing a garden some 50 m north of Beaucharnp Somerset statutory list 
House. Th ese are late 18th century in date and made from red 

, brick. there are arched opening in the north and south corners 
and a square headed opening on the west. Primarily listed for 

• 
group value with Beauchamp House. 
Bunl e' s Lodge. A lod ge to Hatch Park, bu ilt circa 1835 and Somerset statutory li st 
restored 1894. 

" Railings, G ate piers and Gates froming B ultl e', Lodge. Two Somerset statutory list 
pairs of gate piers with gates, flanked by railings_ Built circa 
1870. Cast T ron railings and gates and piers. Made by C Dening 
and Co .. Chard. 
The church of John the Baptist, Hatch Beauchmnp. This is Pevsner, 1958. Buildings of 
Konnan in origin with a tower dating from circa 1500, a porch England: South and West 

I rrom 1530, somh ai s le chapel from 1825 and a chapel added in Somerset 
1834_ The churcb \\'as extensively restored with the chancel i Kelly's Directory, 1914 
arch re built further east and end bays added to the north and 
south aisles in 1867 by Sir Gilbert Swn. Earlier additions by 
Richard Carver. The chancel arch that was demo I ished in 1867 
is said to have be-en Norman. 
A chest tomb of the Parri, family to the south of the south aisle I Somerset statuto!)'" list 
ofSl. John's Church, Hatcll Beauchamp. Early 18th centur), in 
origin, made from Ham stone. Date of 1 721 vis ib le on north 
side. A similar desigTl to the Paul tamily chest tomb to the 
south. The Pams or Perris family have given the ir name to 

" P erri s, Hatch Beaucham . 
A memorial to John Symes, C. 4m south of the south aisle of St. I Somerset statutory list 

-

1 

-
Bu;ldin 
Grade Il 
Building 

Grade II -- --- --

Building 

Grade II 
Building 

Grade 11 
Building 
Grade 11 
Building 

Grade 1 
Building 

Grade II 
Building 

Grade 1I 

- -

. 

; 

. 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I Medieval Jon's Church, The monument consists of an Obelisk on a plinth Building 

and is dated between 1688 and 1798. It is mad e from !lam 
,tone. John symes was a servant to John Coli ins, th e m an who 
built Hatch Court. The obelisk is said to have been reset 

B53 6/)9 i Post 30632 HI A chest tomb of the Paul family, located about lOm south ofthe SomeTset statutory I tst Grade 11 
Medieval s@th aisle, St, John's church. This is also 18th century in date Building 

and made from Ham stone. S imi 1 ar in design to the Parris 
family cbest tomb to the north. 

B54 61153 Modern 30642113 The chesttomb oh George Dymock, about 6m to the north Somerset statutory list Grade 11 
, east 0 fthe north chance I aisle, St John's church. The tomb is Building , dated 1840 and b ~i It of Ham stone. Possibly designed by 

Richard Carver who restored the ch ~ch. 
, 

855 12,'23 Modem 30062041 Grey Lodge. A lodge to Hatch Park, huilt in the early 19th , Somerset statutory list Grade IJ ; 
century and probably altered in the mid 19th centur", i Building 

B56 12/24 Modem 30062041 Rail ings, gate piers, gates and an archway fronting Grey Lodge Somerset statuto,)' 1 i s.t Gmde I1 
and continuing south. Ivlid 19th century in date and restored in Building 
the 20th century_ The Gates and railings. were made by 
Vv'ightman and Dening. iron founders ':"'ho were trading 
between 1 848 and 186 L 

B57 12/26 "·fodem 30312063 Nos. 1 and 2 Ll oyd Cottages, Hatch Beauchamp, shown on the Somerset statutory list Grade II 
OS map as 'Reading Room'. Originally a Methodist chapel, Building 
now a dwelling. Built circa 1850 and converted to a dwelling in 

! the late 20th century, This is said to have been built as a 
i Methodist chapel by a Mr Hardstaff. 

858 6/20 Post 30652088 Hatch Court, A country house, built am und I 755 by Thomas Country Life 22nd and 29th Grade I 
12120 Medieval Prowse for John Co llins, Around I 820 - 1830 it was October 1964 Building 

redecorated, the servi ce area \'r'as enlarged and an orangery wa.. ... N eate, seats, 1829 
added. The hou se "'..,'as renovated and dorm ers "' ... 'ere in serted Collinson, 1791, His/m} of 
into the attic between 1925 and 1935. The design ofthe house Somerset 
is similar to Hagley where Thomas Prowse, a gentleman 
architect is known to have been c{JllSulted, 

B59 6/21 Modem 30632096 The stables adjoining Hatch Court, built circa 1820. A building Co llinson, 17 9 L H istol)' of Grade 11 
shovi:n in the engraving in Collinson standing to the \'I.'est of Somerset lluilding 
Hatch Court is believed to ha,'e been the original stahles 

I i 
I desi~ed bv Prows. and demolished circa 1820, , i 

B60 6/22 Post 30632097 The walls enclosing the garden on the north side of Hatch j Somerset statutory list 
! 

Grade 11 I 
Medieval Court, Built circ a 1755 with red brick. Brick pilasters on the : Building 

I 
i 
I exteri or west wall with a square headen open ing, panelled door, i , 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
( an arched opening on the south ,ide with other openings on the 

north and eas' walls. 
B61 6/159 Modem 30552120 The 110rse Engine House, about 50m north of Hatch Court I Somerset statutof): Hst Grade II 

, Farm. This building is now a store. It was built atound 1820 
, 

Building 
, ; and was altered in the early 2()fu century. A rare example of a 
j t\v-o-storey hors.e engine house \",'lth a shaft drLve column still in 

situ_ ~ 

B62 12/25 Medieval 30042028 Perri,. A late Med ieval farmhouse, ceiled in the 16th centu!)· VAG Report unpublished SRO, ! Grade 11 
mainly refenstrated and enlarged in the late 2()th centUl)·. It has March 1983 Building ; 
nO\'r' been converted into a dwelling. Described as of 
;outstanding interest in that it provides the best evidence yet 

, seen for solid waUs replacing timber frame in farmhouses' 
B63 5/27 Modern 29782067 . S tab le, around 150m north of Hatch P ark. These stables, partly Somerset statutory list Grade 11 

icon verted to a d we 11 ing, are late 18th century in origin and have Building I 
been altered and enlarged in the mid 20th centu!)'. These i , , ,table, are set to contain their original fittings. These were the ! 
,table to Hatch Park which was destroyed by fire in 1942. \ 

L--
B64 8/28 Post 30081955 Hatch Green F ann house. This is l6th century in origi n with Somerset statutory list Grade Il 

i ; 
Medieval ,ome 20th century wi ndows added. Interior was only partly Building 

; si(~hted. 

B65 9/30 Modem , 30502041 Hatch Beauchamp rail way station. B u i It aroun d I 86 5 for the I Somerset statutory list Grade 11 , 
! Bristol and Exeter railway company. The design of the building , Building , 

is derivative ITom plans by BruneI. The building is situated on '; 

: the Taunton to Chard line Ofi which work began in 1864 and 
, was completed by 1866. It has similarities with the railway , 

stations at Ch ard and I !minster which also served this line. 
; 

B66 
, 

12/29 Modem 30322052 A bo undary marker, dated to 1911, made ITom cast iron and Somerset statutory list Grade II i , 
I about 35 Omm hi gh. Set into the railway bank around 200m Building 

; 
north west of the old station. I nscribed with the raised lettering 

, 'Great Western Railway'. The GWR took over the Bristol and 
! Exeter Company. A ve!)' rare sU"'ival ofIhis type of boundary 

marker, pri mari I y i neluded in the li st for historic. I interest. 
B67 2'-"14 Medieval 34311635 : Rowland's Farm House and attached outbuildings around a V AG Reports, SRO unpublished, Grade 11' 

courtyard. The farmhouse date, ITom the late 15th to early 16th December 1972, F ebrua!)' 1973 Building 
centuries, with some m inor alterations since that time. The and J anu aI)' 1980 

i-
B68 

house was restored bv Ra;'mond Erith in the mid 1 970s. 
2/15 Modern 34181671 Entrance gateway about 370 metres north-north-west of Somerset statttory list Grade n 

, Rowland's Farmhouse, Built in the early 19,h centu!)' with Building , 



1- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
I 

1 Ham stooe piers and cast iron railings, but no gales. Matching 1 pedestrian Mte on the east side. 
B69 2/17 Modem 34201675 A road bridge over a stream, constructed around 1800. Made : Bentley, 1.B. and Ivlurless, B.L Grade Il 

from Ham stone ashlar blocks. Similar to Bow Bridge of 1801 1985 Somerset Roads SIAS Building 
, , 

and Jordans South Bridge of 1782, over the same stream. 
B70 2/28 Modern 33321658 " Bow Bridge. A road bridge Mer a stream. Built in 180 1 by Bentley, 1.B. and Murless, B.1., Grade 11 , J olm B urt for tbe Ilminster Trust out of Ham stone ashlar 1985 Somerset Roads S IAS Building 

blocks. 
B71 2/1 )vledievai 32111728 The church of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Ashil!. Built in either Pevsner, N., 1958. Buildings of' , Grade JJ' , the 12th or 13th centuries with various later alterations. Fittings England South and Hl"est Somerset Building 

.' incl ude a 17th centur" nu In it and a 16th centun' oct.,!Onal font. 
B72 2/2 Post 32111728 The curtis monument in the churchyard of SI. )v!aY),' s, Ashil!. Somerset statutol)' f [si Grade 1I i IVledieval Located 1 metre to the north of the ch ance I. A chest tomb Building 

dating from the I 71h centu!)' and made from Ham stone. , 

Commemorates Will iam Curtis, d .1669. a ,ervan l of Sir Geor2e 
.f Speke. '-

B73 ! 2/3 Post 32111728 The Moore monument, located in St. Ma!)", churchj·ard about Somerset statutory I isl Grade 11 
""edieval four metres to the north of lhe chancel. A chest tomb dating Building 

from tbe 17th Cenlu!)', and made from Hara stone. It 
commemorates Ambrose Moore and his wife Alice (d.loo3). 

B74 2/4 Post 32111728 .' A pair 0 f mon uments in St. "'Ia!)" s churchyard abou t 8 metres Somerset statutoT')o' list Grade II 
-

, Medieval ' to the north of the chancel. These are both chest tombs, 171h i Building i , 
.. 

century in date and made from Ham Stone. They commemorate 
William Crabh (death date not legible) and James Crabb 
(d. 1691). The west 10mb commemorates --- wife 0 f --- 160 1. 

B75 2/5 Post 32121729 An unid entified chest tomh in St. "., aY),' s churchyard. around ' Somerset statutory list 

I 
Grade Jl 

Medieval 15 metres north-north-west of the chancel. This is 18th centu!)' Building , 
in date and made from Ham stone. ) t commemorates Richard __ 
d.1716. 

B76 216 Modem 32121729 The Paul monument j n St. MaY)" s churchyard about 14 metres Somerset statuto!)' list Grade 11 
norlh of the chancel. A chest tomb built in the early 191h Building 
century of Ham stone. Commemorates Cl! J OM Paul of , 

.. .. White iack imrton, d.180 3. I 
B77 2/7 Modem 32131729 The Pugb monument in St. Ma!)·'s churchyard about 16 metres Somerset stalutory list Grade lJ 

north of the nave. A chest tomb from the early 19th century, ; 

Building , i 
built of Ham stone and commemorating Zebulon Pugh, d.1821 

I I and his wife Rebecca, d. l820. 
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3211172 8 ! The Ashton monument in St. M ary" s churchyard, about 3 I Somerset statutory list 
i metres north of the tower, A chest tomb from the early 18th 

century', made of Ham stone and commemorating John Ashton, 
d.1713. 

3210 1729 I An unidentified mon "men! in SI. I\-Ia!}" s churchyard, about 32 I Somerset statuto!}' list 
metres north of the tower. A chest tomb from the 18th ccntu!}', 
its inscrjption is not le{!: ib le. 

3217173 8 I The 0 Id Recto",'. Ash ill. with attached bounda!}' wall, Some I Somerset statutory list 

I .. fragments of the original 16th centu!}' structure survive, 
although the house was remodeled c.1800 and again by the 

.. Reverend Mickleburgh in 1833, The building was reroofed in 
1900 after a fire at the local Tnn, It was sold by the diocese in 
1958. Tb e attached bounda!}' wall is late 19th centu!}' in date 
and made from local stone. It is some 2 m hi uh . 

32321730 A road sign at the old entry to Ashil1. Eady 20th centu!}' in Bentley, lB, and Murless, RI., 
date, The road was di ,'erted around the village in 1926/27, Somerset Roads, SIAS 1985 

32111743 The Firs, A house at the end of a row, 18th century in date with ,S omerset statutO!)' list 
later modificat ions. The illteri or was not seen. 

32111742 i A cottage between The Firs and Ashill Fanuhouse, Originally Somers.et stalulory 1 is.t 
part of The Firs, this is probably 18th century in date and 
desiglled to match The Firs. A room at the rear has cased beams. 
and could be part of an earlier bu ild in~, 

32121742 Ashill Farmhouse, Situated at the end of the row co ntaining Somerset statutory list 
The Firs and B84, Probab Iy a 19th centul}' reshaping of an 

I earlier property. The interior was. not seen~ but older fragments 
; are suspected. Included in the list principally for its group 

value. 
31851745 Ashton Farmhouse, A detached building dating from the 18th Somerset statutory ! j st 

century. Interior not re-eorded. 
31851745 A cider house, about 20 metres to the south of Ashton ' Somerset statuto!}' list 

Farmbouse. This building is 18th centu!}' in origin and inside, 
its machiner), is still in position and \vhen last iflspected in 
December 1985, it was still useD for commercial cider making. 

33811703 ' Rapps Cottage and building on the so uth east corner. A VAG Report, SRO unpublished, 
detached cottage, possib Iy 15 th centu!}' in origi n, some 17th June 1980 
century modifications and additi ons 

33611621 Shrub be!)' Farm Cottage. Early 19th century in origin with a I Somerset statutory list 

-
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-
Grade 11 
Building 

Grade IT 
Building 

Grade Il 
Building 

Grade 11 
Buildin~ 

Grade 11 
Building 
Grade J[ 

Building 

Grade 11 
Building 

Grade Jl 
Building 
Grade 11 
Buildifig 

Grade" 
Building 

Grade IT 
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I ! i 20th century brick extension to the rear. Interior not seen. Building ! 
; F onnerly part of the estate knmm as J ordans where the house 

was demolished in the 1960s. 
B89 2/12 Post 33881601 A Grotto/Summer-house, located in the parkland of Jordans Bui! dings of £ng I and, 20 I Grade []* 

Medieval , House. Dated 1828, it is located on an promontory in the , Building , 
om amental I .ke. The Grotto was built by the Speke family of 

, • Jordans. John Speke was the V ictori an explorer who di ,covered 
, 

the so urce of the Nile. J ordans House was demo I ished in the 
19605. This is a remarkably fine examp le of a country garden 

i 
grotto/summer-house. i 

B90 2/29 Post 31581849 Steely Farmhouse. A detached 18th centUT)' red brick fann Somerset statutory list Grade 11 

i 
Medieval house. \\'hen inspected in December 1985 the 110 lise was found I Building 

to be overgro"n and neglected. ! , 
B91 ; 2/19 Post 32081652 A detached farmhouse on the north side of the lane in Somerset statutory list Grade II 

I Medieval , Southtown. Later 18 th century in date, but probably a Buildtng 
remode [i n g of an earl j er bui !ding. The interior was not 
rc{:orded. 

B92 2/20 Post 32981688 Thickthom House. Possibly 16th century in origin, it \':as V AG Report, SRO unpublished, Grade 11 
jI,"edie,,"1 remodeled in the late 17th century and possibly refronted in the December 1978 , Building 

; 

! 
18th, 

, B93 2/21 Post 31001727 Caige Bush Farmhouse. A detached 18th century fanmhouse Somerset statutory list Grade ][ , I 
IVledieyal with 19th century windows. Interior not surveved. Building ; 

B94 2/21 Modem 31201733 Wood Court Farmhouse. Apparently rebuilt c.1840, Somerset statutory list Grade 11 
i incorporating 14th and 15th century work. Some 20th century Building 
. windmys. The interiur "","'as not surveved, 

1395 2/54 Post 33661536 H orton Cross Farmhouse and front boundary wan. Possibly a V AG Teport, unpublished SRO, Grade [] 
Medieval 17th centurv remodelinll of an earlier buildin~. June 1980 Buildin~ 

B96 2/55 Post i 33981531 An outbuilding around 7 metres north-east of Horton Cross Somerset statutory list Grade Jj i , 
Medieval Farmhouse. A general farm building, former purpose unknown. Building , , 

I 
Probably 18th century in ori~in. Interior not surv'eved. 

897 2/60 Modem 33181513 A milestone, probably early 19th century in origin. A painted B eoHey, J. 8., and M urle", 8. L Grade I! 
Ham stone pillar with cas! -iron plaques. Located on a road 1985, Somerset Roads, SIAS Building 

, constructed by the Honiton and llminster Trust under an Act of 
i 1807 and transferred to the llminster Trust in 1829. 

B98 2/63 Post 33561566 Jordan s Brid ge, A road bridge over a stream. Constructed by Bentley, J.B., and Murless, B.1., Grade J1 
Medieval the Ilminster Trust in 1782 of Ham stone. 1985, Somersel Roads, SIAS Building 

B99 2/62 Modern , 33601530 Horton Manor and its entrance gateway. Built around 1800. Somerset statutory list Grade 11 



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
, 

I Interior not surveyed. Building , 
B100 2/58 I Modem 33991532 A Gazebo, bu i11 around 1800 of red brick. Two storeys with a Somerset statutory list Grade 11 

i pyram idal roof. 20th century glazed doors. Slight lean-to Building 
extension on the north side. 

131 0 1 2/61 
, 

"-fodern 33911529 lldene Cottage. Possibly a fonner toll house. Early 19th Somerset statutory Ust Grade 11 i , century. Some 20th century windows and a 20th century Building 
extension to the rear. Interior not seen. 

B\o2 2/56 Post 33661535 Barn about 20 metres north ofHorton Cross Farmhouse Somerset statutory list Grade 11 
Medieyal Probably 18th century in oriRin. Interior not surwyed. Buildincr 

Blm 2/57 Post 34031528 South fields. A detached house, 18th cenrury iD origin and Somerset statutory I is! Grade II 
"·1 ed i eval possibly remodeled in the 19th cenrury. The interior was not Building 

surveyed. 
B104 ----- Medieval 302205 The Medieval core of Hatch Beauchamp village. Includes part Somerset stiltutQl)' 1 i si i Conservation 

of the Registered Park of Hatch Court al its northern end. Area 
BIOS ----- Post 337161 The park land around 10rdans House. Not listed by English South Somerset District Plan: Registered 

1".ledieval Heritage, b ~t is listed by S@th Somerset District Council Policy EH9 Park and 
Garden 

BI06 53513 Po,t 34401622 Corn Mill, south east of Rowland's Fann, Ashill. Three stone Map - Ordnance Survey Orade TT' 
Medieval buildings in good condition. D@blcmill fed hy a leat. Wood Archaeology Di vi sion 1962 6" Building 

trough with a rack and p inion wooden hatch. (hershoot wheel ST31NW SCPD 
17ft in diameter by 4ft with 40 metal buckets. Iron pit wheel. Pers. Comm. Warren, D., 28.11.77 
The mill was repaired and restored between 1995 and 1998. Graham, A., Row/and, Mill, Ashill 
This work was monitored. The mill would have appear to have typeseri pt and plans in Somerset 
been bui I t as ear I y as c.1600 as a rectangular block 40ft by 21 ft SMR 1998 
with a decorative south facade. The north wall was removed 
and rebu ilt further baek at some later date. The west wall has 
also been rebuilt. ~ 

BI07 34891572 Railway Bridge crossing the River lsle to the north of Hminster. NOlle None 
Limestone ashlar construction with two arches. Not recorded hy 
the S MR or N MR. Only noted during walkover visit. ! 

* - Site within lkm study corridor bnt not shown on figures 2-5 
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APPENDIX 1: LIST OF AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
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1- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
- Librarv No. FrameJs I NGR. Sta-rtiFinish Date Scale I Comments 

1 050 I St30021 91300219 APR 1 947 9960 ! 
583 1243-47 1 ST3151 1>41287196 APR 1947 9960 -,~ 

: Sort~ 

C PElUKl1 974 cM 

C PEIUKll 974 

CPEIUKl1974 i583 ,2099-102 ST290179J310181 APR 1947 9960 

CPEluKi1974 1583 ! 2249-,7 ST290231 J241"2"47'--+oA"PRn<1 "94"7.-in99ru60"'----------------------____________ _ 

CP EllJKl197 4 IS83 1 3054-5S S T2 75246J246256 APR 1947 !9960 -~--I 
I 

i CPEiUKl1974 583 3244-49 15T3082001275217 TAPR1947-9960 Frame 3244, [M] is visible but not clear. Frame 3248-9 [A26J is visible 

: CPEIUKl1974 583 410J.-(l7! ST3191641349164 i APR 1947 9960 

CPEIU Ki2491 7 a 5 3221-23: ST3341441348141 MAR 1948 10000 

5401640 1229 3055-58 ST336178131 81 73 DEC 1951 1 0000 : Position of [A54] can be se€!n on Frame 3057 

540164Q 1229 4043-47 ST3171781342171 DEC 1951 10000-r--------------------

, 540J640 : 1229 4()5Ij- ST316193.131 £193 DEC 1951 1 0000 

! B2.lt252 ,1671 j' ST28718012B 71 81} J Ul 1 gs·5 -1 5000 

i SZI1252 '1671 !2 ST342184i34211>4 J UL 195515000 

I~I""" I 1960 10000 

,;:;,uO 10000 

,-:;,00 4400 

.............. T ~r.c-O 10000 

o 10000 

5813881 aCT 1960 l' 0060 
QCT 1960 110000 

'"~v 1100DO 

.W' ,vvO il0000 
I 

5813904 j1991 138-40 ST284237!270237 NOV 1960 110000 
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APPENDIX 3: ILMINSTER TO TAUNTON 
HISTORICAL MAPPING 



---------------------
Introduction 

This study presents historic maps relevant to a road corridor (option A) to replace the existing A358 Taunton - Ilminster 
road between Blackbrook and Southfields. A wider area, embracing options 2-6, has also been considered, along with an 
area around Haydon at the north-western end of the route. Printed maps of 1782 (Day and Masters), 1809 (Ordnance Survey 
1 -inch), 1822 (Greenwood), and 1886 (Ordnance Survey 6-inch 1st editions) are reproduced, together with selected manuscript 
maps, as follows: Thomfalcon, 1780 (SRO DD/S/CH); West Hatch, 1787 (SRO DD/CC 10880); Ilton, 1803 (SRO DD/WY 
box 121). These maps cover the existing road and a swathe of country on both sides. 

In addition fieldname evidence has been collected along this road corridor. Names of possible archaeological, 
topographical, ecological or architectural interest have been superimposed on enlargements of the 1886 Ordnance Survey 
maps. They are taken from the tithe maps (of c. 1840) for Taunton St Mary, Ruishton, Thomfalcon, West Hatch, Hatch 
Beauchamp, Bickenhall, Broadway (Capland), Isle Abbots, Ashill, Broadway and Ilton. It should be noted that, because the 
fieldnames of C.1840 are superimposed on maps of some fifty years later, land use and boundaries have in many cases 
changed, or buildings disappeared. Microfilm prints of all the maps have been made and these, together with parcel numbers 
of significant and less significant fieldnames, will be kept in the site archive. The disposition of ancient parishes and 
boundaries along the road corridor is presented on a key map following this introduction. 

Research was conducted in the Somerset Record Office and Somerset Studies Library, both in Taunton. 
Reproductions of maps in this report are not to uniform or original scales. 
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Plate 1.810 Church C""", at Broadway. SAM.JPG 
1910812003 

Pi ..... 3. 817 Muograve Fannhouse.JPG 
1910812003 

PIaie 2. B13 Henlade Houoe.JPG 
1910812003 

Plate 4. B20 Outbuilding at Haydon Fann.JPG 
19l08l2003 
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Plate 5. B24 The Battlement'.JPG 
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PI.te 7. B87 Rapps Cottage.JPG 
1910812003 

Plate 6. B44 Capland Farmhouse.JPG 
1910812003 

Plate 8, 869 Bridge looking NW,JPG 
1910812003 
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Plate 9. B71 St. lllouy'o AshiIl2.JPG 
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Plate 11. B107 Railway Bridge north of Ikninster,JPG 
19/0812003 

Plate 10, B68 Entmnce to RowIa"". Farm .JPG 
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Plate 12 .862 'Penis' Hatch Beauchornp.JPG 
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Plate 13. B 105 Entrance to Partdand at Jordans.JPG 
191Oet2003 
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