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GLOSSARY QF ARCHAEOLOGICAL TERMS AND ABBREVIATIONS

Archaeolody

For the pqrposes of thig project archaeclogy is taken to mean the
study of : past human societies through their material remains,
from Preﬁistoric times to the modern era. No rigid upper date

Iimit has|baen set although AD 1900 i= uzed as a general cut-off
point, '
Monuments ! ‘

These are taken to be any kind of building, structure or work,
whether 4above or below the surface of the land, and any cave ar
excavation, or the remains of any of these things. In this sense
monuments | represent an archaaologlcal interpretation of the

depesits rnecorded at sites.

Neolithie ‘
A chronoljogical division of the prehistoric period during which
agriculturie and domestic animals were introduced to Britain. It
is conventlionally dated between c. 4500 BC - 2000BC.

‘Royal Commlission for Historical Monuments of England

Post Madieval
The period following the Hadieval period from c.
Industr1ah Revolution.

AD 1500 to +the

PPG 16 |
Archaenlnﬂy and Planning. DDE 1990, Londan

FRN !
FPublic Record Number

RCHME, i

SAM |
Scheduled Anclent Monumant

Sites ! -

These can be taken as places where archaeological deposits
at some time been recorded

have

SMR i
Sites and Monuments Record




SUMMARY

A fialdl
ArchaseTdaioal
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to the

carriad
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Truat Ltd on

Cotswold
CWTtray

By
Adl

Bypass ta Sturt Farm. Oxfordshire) to be affazcted by the proposzed

dualiing

lof the carriageway and associated interchanas. The land
compriged a mixture of arable, pasturs. plantation and auarry.
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wood Tamd
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fHeid=wa red on & 20m orid whi st e gasture amd
| . _ R o
pmasg obgerved for any visiblie earthworks. In total an

ares of 4.11.%ha of arablisg lend wes Toaked at.

Ak
the Ztud
raad  (Ak
Cametary
& 1though
froumcdmizol
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Tagst three archasslaodica’l

gites Tie within or adjacent ho

Arga: the Asthall barrow (SaAM 15): the Time o7 a RKoman
wimart Straet) (PRN 8321 and possibly a small Roman
(PRN 1483). The barrow itself fz unaffected by the works

the  area dimmediataely to the wast of the Askthall
towill he disturbed. Mo trace of the Roman road wes

in the adjacant field to the west of the atignment .
the gast with the cemeteryv was under pasture.
Td-walking revealaed a liaht scattaer of worlkad

Thyss

F 1 Tk 11

mort of hhe fields but no alear concanirations. Qfhsr tnan riint
and  medetn refuse the only other rfind recoversed was o Tead

trader's

taken of Late Medieval/ Poste-Madiwval date
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1. INTRGDPCTIDN
|

1.1 The! following report praeasants the reazwlts af an
aracbasclogical survey caried cut on Tamd bordarinag tha A4D neas
Witmay, Wezt Oufordshira, in Jardary 14493 by Cotswold
Archasciogical Trust Ltd. (Fig.1)

i
oy

e Work waT commT s Tored By e ONtordsi T Courty  Coure T
acting as agsnts for bhe. Department of Transport. A brief and
accompanyting map outlining the arsas to bs Jooked at was supplied
by the Enpinssres Department, Oxfordahire County Councid (Faa. 2.
A capy of the beief s supplied can be found in Appendix 1.

|
E3 The objsctive of the archesoloaical asssessment 18 to gather
gufficiant  dinformation to  =stabhliszh the presencs/ absencs.
axtant., gondition, nature. charecster. guality amnd date of  any
archaeclopical decosits that mav be affscted by the proposalis.
Thisz cotresponds to ;the first FEtacs of praes i anniog
archaeolofical dnvastigation as racommendsd 4o PRPG 1§ (Dol 194910,
paragagraphs 15200 and could be useds. 77 meeosssary, Tor The ey
nf nregparing a specification for subseaguent field evaluation,

l

o4 The follewing repart ' is arranged n ning main sections. A
nate of tha sources consdlited i3 given In Section 7. A aummary of
the matiomal mwmhaeeimgﬁt&T desigmrations. constraints and policw
framewerlk: is given in Ssctien 3. Section 4 discusses the known
archasalohieal hackaround to the area. Section 5 brieflv descibes
tha methotology uged whilgt Sectionz 8 and 7 describe the results
af the agrial ophotosraphic study sng fraldewalking. Ssction 8

Jr

f - | - - . . -
ity igws e potenmtial or tobtherwise of the arga 1n the Tight of
.“i Ly - . el . - [

T P s
LSS W 4 ) ) =

a - ST S Y .
Lo -] Frre e Uit ] T

™ L try - W o ‘. n . —
mmngiderﬁé the archascoltogical e Tk vl oy of thre area Wi h
Fecommandations e Furhh&w Wk

i i

|
. Sources

2.1 Thae larchaselogical beief comprised two elements: an ascisg)
mhmt@qrmmhﬁa whviely umﬁmqf shotearaphs  sueplied by Oxfordshorws
County Cpuncii's Enginesring Department amd & programms of
syatematik field walkng and surfacse collschion.

| '

2.8 Although nat apac i Fled & wvisit was addTtionally mads ho
consult Oxfordshire County Council's Sites and Monumants Record
arnd  to the Roval Commission for Historical Monuments (RCHMED
Aaria’l Photographic Library at Swindon for any fuorther wgeful

cdocumentation for the area,

2.3 No dbocumantary rasaarch dn fhe form of studying maps  for
former  land-usa, boundaries or field-names, locking at old
racords  for the wesa, placename research or other Tibrary o
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2. Archaedlogical Das1gnatﬁons

Mational

i

wedile
!

S@ar dh

was  undectalkean during this study. A full  aerial
wag nob mads throual the RCOHME or otiher photoaraphic

constraints and policy frameworks

30
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of mationg]

A, T

Tomrnacl otk

The  soms
Jmmediata

YheﬁA}

reient Momumeants. and Archeeological Arsasz Act 1973 fas

i Eanaﬂd) dEFWﬁﬁH two kinds of protsction For moenummsnts
importance: Scheaduling and Guardianship.

it dm owurvaently one  scheduled momnuinsnt £ o i 173

v outside the area affected by the proposals. Whilsgt

dir e meea Ttealf will nat be affechtad  the aeed

v teo tha waﬁtlwi11_be disturbed.

34 Thets are currenitiy e Guardianship Monwmsobs within o
T ' i

Aod PG OIE makditTed Archamoluuy amd Planning (Dol 19900 prowides
Fdsf g

The  mosf

sl tatutory ?d?wmpﬂl of  oueEsnt e D oe |

Ey

Survf
ma
thoudhtlessly

o a

T a
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ared

in =

ety on b arahano e = By ‘ archebt N
the "assesamant" (maPHQFaﬁh 200 Hnd "Field pvaﬂumtlor fﬁﬂrdmrdﬂh
213 of thﬂ archasolgofeal regource the following main poinks of

j fhe policy may D& noted:

| :

i "Archaze loaica] ramains shouid be seen as a Finits and nonw

:i‘ renewab 14 rasourcs. Tn many  casss highly  fragiis amo

O visIngrabie to  damade and  destruction.  Appropriate

} management s thergfore essential to snsurs that they

condition. In particular,
archamelogiaal reamains
destroyed. Thay

va in good

thet

care must bse Taksn
ot needlessly o
irrenlaceab la

Lire ST

contain

b

Sk

rmation about our past and the potentis! tor an incrosse
R AR kﬂmw?edqe_;Thﬂy i@ oart of o mational fdentq by
Goew e gab le both For fhere own sake and For e oo
ducation, Taisuwrs and tourism” (paragraph B9

e nationally tmmnr Tant archoaeoslogical remains . whathee
dulad o not. dﬁd their settings, ars atfected by

Cpropézed developmant thers should pe a presumption in Tavour
of thair phyvsical preservation” (paragraph 55

"IF physical presecvation in sitw is not feasibie, an
archaecloeogical axcavatiaon for the purposes of "preservation
by record” may be an accaptable altarmative' (paragraph 13

| : ‘

"The desirability of breserving an anciemt monument and 143
satting s & material consideratbion on detsreniming o Tanm (ng
appl{cations  whethar. that monument s Scheduled  or




unscheduled" (paragrdph 18)

preservation in situ of archaeclogical remainsg is not
justifled In "the circumstances of the case and that
development resulting in the destruction of the
archaeological remains should proceed, it would be entirely
reaspnable for +the planning authority +teo satisfy itself

”WheEe planning adfhorities decide that the physical

béfﬁfe granting planning permulssion that the developer has
made appropriate 4and satiasfacteory provision for the
axca#ation and recnrdlng @f the remains" (paragraph 25)

4. ARCHAE#LOGICAL BACKGRDUHD

4.1 A su%mary of the SMR racnrds can be found in Appendix 2.

|
4.2 The archaeological brief (Appendix 1) drew attention to the
twe following main sites likely to be affected by the scheme:

‘ .
PRN | 1492z Asthall Barrow
PRN &921 Akeman Streat REoman Road

4.3 Asthall Barrow i=s a3 Sghadulad_AnnLant4M9num&ntH4SAM—454f——4§}——————————

scheduled| area being defined by the upstanding barrow, The SaAM
itself Wlil not be affected by the road propvosals but the area to
the west, outslde the preaent scheduled area, will bhe affected.

4.4 Asthall Barrow (NGR;ZBQQ 1010), a large c¢ircular monument
measuring% saome 1&6.9m in diameter and 2m high, was excavated by

G.8.Bowles in 1923. Anglo-Saxon remains were discovered apparent-
ly as primary burials. The excavation details are sufficiently
imprecise; for +there to he gome doubt as to whether +the Saxon
finds derive from secondary burials made into an earlier burial
mound. The mound is generally larger than most of the prehistoric
Cotswold round barrows further suggesting that it may be of Saxon
date. ! i

4.5 Akama# Street Roman road running between Corinium (Cirences-—

ter)y to the south and Verulamium (near St Albansy) to the north,
crosses he RA40 in the- viclnlty of the grade 3separated inter-
change. art of its course is preserved in the hedgerow align-
ments. Ap¢r0x1mately lkm +*o the north of the A40, Akeman Street
rasses thTaugh a small Roman sattlement at Asthall.

4.6 In adqltlon to the abuve two sites the SMR notes the presence
of a Roman cemetery (PRN 1485) (NGR SP 2767 1048) in a fileld

adjoining| Sturt Farm and to the east of Akeman Street. In the

last century twelve or thilrteen human skeletons were found accom-
panied Dby some coins, the information coming from a Mr William
Bullinger |of Stonelands (18%94). No further details are recorded.

LIF3)




5. Methc#o1ogy
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5.2 A vﬁ%ﬁt to the RCHME photographic library at Swindon produced

only anajreliasvant

shliave of the Azthali barrow all ather pabn o gy

araphs @f the arsa fa111ng to thae Asthail side of thae A40.

bha farm

Friosldmwa’
504 A1)

mat
rhganlc

R
gaology, |
Tiaght, =
gact

] Ara

imwvast g

eipaning

in total

1
b8 Aras
ol Feor

5. Result

o
Fhimg ef
aaEr o
bakan wad
potantial
ghowad mad
the Geondg
harvast .
TR R Fe]

thuszs gendg

T The photographs ware st

r1at

P

p e Fim?dﬂ-bwrdﬁﬂﬂnq the routs with Jass

3
affected by thre work wers e waHrs with 20m coTtecting
{

5 of

. parhaps,

o

Tor any giqrg of

af crop marks or visible sarthworlos

Bt eramo gy v

<ing

arable fizlds Ffalling wikthin the road corridger  wers
callv towidewalked using a 0 ardd. A7 mater s

gical significanne was ¢ollected. Modarn Field
but mot eoliedted. A rsoord wasg made noting
soifl conditions, date and Time of wa ki,
et evevee Al mamm af nddveidual e dwa Toae

[ !'.‘

bl B W WY

ST e e
wea b
R A T T T

Z20m widlbh

Thra

T : FEREEN
.3 ha of arable Tand wers Field-walkad, ‘

pastire  ard
@arthwerls

tiaed .

elantationswondland SreEEen o
ar ather Featurszs. Aress of quarcy were not

T

s: Aerial Photographic Study

Tha gaerial photograchs supplisg did net appass bo show @y

of  oropmarks  or
that the twe sets of pioturass W
hest in tarms of hiakTightinge any
BXE Bdrvey Fi0m taksen dn Nowembes
Fiwids to have recantly been ploughedd whilst
Film. taksn im Tate duty was Just during and @ e
Lropmarks tend fto be baest whilst the crop iz at Fhe
stage where differantial soil moishure cavsss d4FFerent
rates . Conditionz tend te wvary from vear to vear  and
rally gpsaking no one gat of photographs will mraecessari-

archasological sigrificangs in bhe Form
. The time of
et
archamo ] ogy .
iy of the

aJ' S I
Ry
T

.

2
L




5.2

The &

photograpt

shud
(ref

|
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" |
ERR A

CHME hold e colligotbion of abiiquse ascial or spaeislist
2 at Sewingdon iy ome phobtogesoh was oraesent of  The
n haken of the Asthell barrew abt & wvery obTigue angle
1071 QM T TZZ20%

mmary of the field-walking notss inoluding details of
tiong, date and time of walking. weathee, Tight, condyi-~
lwa TRer par transect can be found in Appendix 3.

i 5

Tields ware walkdd befwean ath-—-Gtn Jamnuary 1993 using a

raee persorne]l. Because of the drregular nature of bhae
e at @ base~lime was sebt up for sach tield veing e

convanient crossing point., Hhe Tines wers all walksd i bha

e
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piaces were regoversad {(for distribution see Fig.33. The
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bhle attril
all areas

tivity ba
informati

nised mn%umants a general apprecilation of archaeological

utes can be used to guage their overall importance. For
, whether or not they lile within the limits of recog-
sensi-
ed on professional judgement can be gauged by combining
n on the presence/ absence/likelihood ot archaeological

contexts and contexts with what is known of past land-use.

|
2.4 On
logical r
poasible |
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deposits i

|
8.5 Figurse
senaitividy
rently to
immutable

8.6 Zdn‘

-chaeological deposits are known to survive well and have

erahle pot
such from
cutside tH
8.7 Zones
clogical 4
of +the roq
survived 1
the area t
and the po

8.7.1
buria
uzsed
inhum
appar
modif
Howev

B.7.2
Stree
perta
cemat
settl
racen
Stree
ef t
settl
iz th

he basis of what is currently known about the archaeo-
source and modern land-use within the Study Area it is
to suggest a provisional zoning of the Study - Area ac-
archaeological gensitivity. In thils sense senaitivity
o mean a combination of the interest and importance of
or series of archaeological deposits coupled with some

of the extenti to which the integrity and wvalue of
8 vulnerable to damage or loss.

4 shows the extent of each of three defined levels of
Y as they c¢an be predicted from the information cur-
hand. The boundaries between zones are not absolute or
and should thus pnly be regarded as gensralised. '

8 of high sensitivity correspond to areas where ar-
consid-
ential. There is at present only one area recognised as
the locality - the Asthall Barrow., and this falls just
e area to be affected by the scheme.

of medium senaitivity correspond to areas where archae-
epogits may survive although heavy land use along most
ute might suggest that these, if present may have only
n peor condition, The areas identified as such 1include
o the wezt of As%hall Barrow, the line of Akeman Streset

stulated site of the Roman cemetery.

from' elsewhere would suggest that Saxon
1 mounds, or indeed Prehistoric mounds subsequently re-
in the Saxon pericd, often form the focus of £lat
ation or cremation cemeteries. No evidence for this has
ently come to light at present despite extensive road
ications in the roundabout area in the recent past,
er, the potential still exists.

Evidence

Akamﬁn
details

The presence of 2 Roman cemetery alongside
t is of some cpnsiderable interest although
ining te¢ +the site are poor. The positioning of a
ery at such a point raises the gquestion as to which
ement it might relate to, A Roman settlement has
tly been confirmed to the immediate south along Akeman
t although at present little iz known about the extent
his settlement.: In =some cases the nature of such
ements 18 linear extending alongside a main road, as

e case with Wilcote, Oxon which extends for c¢. 1 mile.
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1: Archaaa]ogicaﬂ Brief
karound

proposad imprwvahﬁnt is for on-Time dualling of thae A40
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wi 17
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IR
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2 Norten Turns 'together with associated sarvice and
33 roads. The snclosed plan Orawing No, 653/B1% shows’
areferraed routs.

chive
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O ay
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Tng Mo, 853/815 ¢
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. . | . . . .
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Method of Study and Data Collection
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4. Catalogue of Flint

Small ir#eguiariF?aka, Broken, Unworked.
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large cortical flake, paasibly a side scraper Dot
heavily damaged. ’

sall drregular flake, small amount of cortex.
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Flakea . f
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Very amall Frowt shetber od Tiragmznt
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AWay . ‘ : ‘
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small cortical flake. -
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From breaking up e polished axe. Ope polished facet.
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Line 4.7 Twe small irregular cortical flakes.
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| ‘ ‘ v
}: Fiald
\ | §
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