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INTRODUCTION

This Environmental Statement (ES) summarises an assessment of the
environmental effeats of the Published Route for the Al1 Aston
Clinton Bypass in accerdance Wwith sub-section 105 of the Highways
Act 1980, as amended by the Highways (Assessment of Environmental
Effects) Regulations 1088 (ST No. 12413 in July 1488,

The Regulations implement the provisions of the EEC Directive on
Environmental Assessment (85/337/EEC) in respect of trunk roada,

This ES is placed on deposit with all the draft Orders and made
avallable as specified for all draft Orders in Schedule 1 of the
Highways Act, to ensure that the public concerned are Ziven an
opportunity to  express an opinion before the project is
initiated. Commentz can ba made to the Department of Transport,
Eastern Regional Office, Heron House, U49-51 Goldington Road,
Bedford, MKU4O 3LL.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLISHED SCHEME

Location

Aston Clinton (population ¢.3250) lies on the A41 Trunk Road, Skm
east of Aylesbury, as is shoewn on the losation map, Figure 1.
The Upper and Lower Icknield Way (B488, and BY4BY) and A4011 abut
the A41 at Aston Clinton and form a north-east/south-west proute
between the Luton-Dunatable area and Wendover-Princes Risborough.
The length of the A41 proposed to be bypassed begins Just east of
Aylesbury and ends at the western end of Tring bypass, which was
itself opened to traffie in 1975. The A41 is to be improved east
of Tring bypass with the: construction of the Kings Langley and
Berkhamsted bypasses (programmed fop the early 19902} which will
provide a high standard route conecting to the M?5, The scheme
entered the national roads programme in 1985, listed for
construction after April 1989,

Background

As far back as 1937, a Public Inquiry was held to consider a
scheme for widening and improving the sesction of the Al1 through
the village of Aston Clinton, A scheme for a three lane road was
approved under the Restriction of Ribbon Development Act and
zubsequent development in the village was rolated to  this
improvement liine.

No works were carpied cut, however, and in 1956 it was decided
that a dual carriageway would be required to deal with the
expected traffic flow, The then Minister of Transport agreed Lo
the need for a bypass rather than the on-line dual carriageway
improvement, and instructed Buckinghamshipre County Counecil to
prepare 2uch a soheme,

In October 1958 draft Orders were published for a bypass on a
southem route, This route was protected for some time but the
line Order was never confirmed, The 1958 line is no longer
protected.
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In the 1970s routes both north and south of the village were
investigated but none was developed,

The present proposals stem from a public consultation exercise
that was mounted in August 1985, At that time a wide single
carriageway standard was envisaged. As a result of comments
received from the public, and the decision that the route should
be a dual carriageway, the line was amended to pass further north
of Buckland and glightly further south of St Mary's Church,
Drayton Beauchamp.

Description of the area through which the route runs

The line of the bypass route in relation te areag that are
protected by statute or by policies of central and local
government is shown on figure 2,

The western starting point For the bypass will be some 1500m east
of Aylesbury on the existing AUY1 Aylesbury FRoad. From here it
will run in a north-easteprly direction rassing within 100m of a
moat, a Scheduled Ancient Monument, and within 270m of a Grade II
listed bam at Vateches Farm, before passing between the old
sewage wWorks and the industrial premises/workshops in College
Road, Continuing the same line the route then runs across
relatively flat and undistinguished countryside until it
traverses the Buckland Road to the north of Cherry Farm. Shortly
after this the route curves roumd te head in a south-easterly
direction towards the lower Icknield Way and runa approximately
350m from the north-ecastemn edge of Buckland Conservation Area,
although most of the village is some 500m distant,

From the Lower Icknield Way the route passes close to the north-
eastem edge of fields, 'alongside a hedgeline which forms the
parish bourdary, before erossing the Wendover Arm of the Grand
Union Camal., The route then heads up the Chiltern Scarp pasaing
approximately 160m from St. Mary's Chureh at Drayton Beauchamp, a
Grade I listed building. From the caral to the eastermn terminal
rourdabout at Tring Hill the route runs through largely arable
farmlapd within the Chiltems Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty.

Road standard and description

The route is approximately 6.3 km long and is proposed as a dugl
carriageway of 2 ¥ 7.3m width. The western terminal of the
scheme will be an at-grade roundabeut with the A41 east of
Aylesbury, Thers will be grade-separated junctions at College
Road and the BU4BY, Lower Ieknield Way. At the eastern terminal a
2~-level junction will replace the existing single large
roundabout. The position of the terminal Junctions, othepr
interchanges and bridges is shown on figure 2.

From its starting point at the new reundabout, with associated
lighting, 1500m east of Aylesbury on the existing A41 London
Road, the road will run on an embankment of just over 2m in
height as far as College Road,
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It is proposed to provide a twowlevel interchange to serve
College Road to the north of the bypasa and the farmland and
several light engineering works which galn access from it.
College BRoad 1s to be stopped up Just scuth of the bypass,
thereby relieving the willage streets of traffic to and from the
industrial premisezs on College Road,

From the new Junction the bypass is again elevated on an
embankment, up to a maximum of 3m, until it passes under a new
bridge whleh will carry the Bueckland Read. For most of its
length, as it ocurves south-eastwards towards the BUBG Lower
Icknield Way the road runs generally at ground level,

Approximately 350m north-west of the BUBY the road will enter a
cutting to pass under a new bridge which will ecarry the BUBO at
exiszting ground level, The road then continues =mouth-eastwards,
paasing scuth-west of Drayton Beauchamp in cutting of 7m maximum
depth, emerging and rising to cross the Wendover Arm of the Grand
Union Camal, with a clearance of some 2.15m (7 ft) above the
notional re-watered camal level.

After crossing the ecanal the road will run in ecutting of s=cme
1100m in length, and of varying depth, for its ascent to the
eastermn termination at Tring Hill,

The new 2-level junction at Tring Hill will comprise two small
rourdabouts, one either side of the new bypass, connactad by a
bridge taken over the new road which will be in cutting at this
poeint. The bypasa will then join up with the existing
carriageways of Tring bypass just west of Drayton Manor
overbridge. Lighting would be required at the new junction with
the columns occupying a slightly more elevated position than at
presant. ‘

The level of traffic flows anticipated for the vear in which the
bypass would be opened is shown on Figure 3. The traffic flows
along the existing AY1 are expected ko fall by aroumd 71%.

IMPACT OF THE BYPASS

The Appraisal Framework

This section of the Environmental Statement concerns the impact
¢f the bypass on the travelling public, reasidenta of the village,
the useras of existing facilitie=z and official policies regarding
conservation, development and transport, Alzo considered are
economic policies and financial aspects of the scheme, Specifio
data regarding these factors are given in the 'Appraisal
Framework ' which is bound in this document following page 5.

MITIGATION MEASURES

Route choice

The preferred route, amended in 1987, runs further north and
north eaat of the Conservation Areéa in Buckland village than the
route pressnted for consultation in 1985, This medification also
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avelded the severance of two properties, Cherry Farm and
Whitethorns, from the village., Mounding and planting measures,
as outlined below, will further reduce the level of both noise
and visual intrusion experienced in this area.

The decision to build a dual carriageway =2cheme allowed a more
sinueus alignment past Drayton Beauchamp, reducing the effect on
the ancient parish bourdary hedge and increasing the distance of
the bypass from S5t. Mary's Church.

Mounding

For most of its length between the Buckland Road and the BUBY
Lower Icknield Way the bypass will run at ground level. In order
to mitigate the effects of this on Buckland village to the south
and south-west, a mound 3m above road level and some 1100m in
lenpgth will be provided on the south side of the road, to be
planted as outlined below.

Mourding 1s also proposed at Draytonm Beauchamp, torth west of the
new bridge over the Wendover arm of the camal. This will be at
least 3m in height and will continue for a distance of some Hi0m
on the north-ecast side of the read where it runs approximately
160m from St. Mary's Church. The mounding will alse run north-
eastwards for some 120m along the north bank of the eamal to
afford additional protection.

Planting

Planting would be provided parallel to the road to screen views
of the preferred route over long distances whers it would
traverse open featurelesz countryside, Planting would be
intensified around elevated Junctionas. Such planting would be
within the highwey bourdary, or on lanwd acquired by ceompulsory
purchasze order adjacent to the highway. The Department is also
prepared, subject to the agreement of the land owners concerned,
te earry out some planting under Seaticn 253 of the Highwaysz Act
1980 on areas ocutalde the highway boundary.

Both dense and intermittent planting on mourds is proposed to
further mitigates visual intruszion experienced by St. Mary's
Church, Drayton Beauchamp and Buckland Village Conservation Area,

Dense planting is proposed where dwellings are within 400m of the
centre line and suitable width of land is available, within the
land take, taking into account the topography and the
contribution of existing vegetation. Intermittent planting is
used within the highway boundary where there are significant
breaka in the existing vegetation cover.

In addition to the protection it will afford agalnst visual
intrusion, the proposed planting is intended to help integrate
the road inte the rural landscape, using highways land, resultant
parcels of severed lapd apd having regard to the existing pattern
of vegetation,
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ASTON CLINTON BYPASS  FIG 1
LOCATION PLAN

Scale 1:250,000 41
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- ASTON CLINTON BYPASS FIG.3

' ANTICIPATED REDUCTION IN TRAFFIC FLOW
AT YEAR QF QPENING (%)

(Source : B.C.C. surveys carried out in 1982 &'87)
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