RPS Planning, Transport
and Environment

INDEX DATA

RPS INFORMATION

Scheme Title
Fllo Cleg Menin Bk

Details

Ricnaes fogiie cx ae)

Fallodion S e 2
Trrm ) T o4 17 ‘ll

RIEAS | L_ALUL'\/L'H iT’I

Road Number 1 @

Date JCirh Se prervuper LA

ThOT L)

Contractor Cer CLWC

County

0S5 Reference

Single sided [
Double sided
A3

Colour ¢




A6 CLAPHAM BYPASS

‘ ARCIIAEOLOGICAL FIELD EVALUATION
STAGE 2: TRIAL EXCAVATION

, Document 2000/51
! Project CBPG3S

29" Scptember 2000

| Produced for: I
l Thorburn Colquhoun
200 Harpur Cenlre
lorne Lane
Bedford
MEK40 1TS

@ © Copynght Bedfordshire County Archacology Service 2000, all rights reserved




Bedfordshire County Archasology Service

Contents
List of Tables........ . e . - 3
List of Figures - PP aerarirnn 3
NOI-Fechnical BUMMATY .. irsssssssenmnmssemmsessssssnmsessemsmessssessssssmesssesseseons S RT—_

1. INTRODUCTION................. e e e reersanaeeeaae .. B
1.1 Planning Background.......... P e erarisasRstbbs e erans 6
1.2 Site Location and DIescription . ... eemsesssssrsssesseesssseseersesssseeeneeeees R
1.3 Archaeclogical Background SE— 7

2. TRIAL EXCAVATION .....ccoceiimmmrsmsssssssmseessessemsoseneens A verenans B
2.1 Totroduction,...... : 8
2,2 Method Statement . e .. B8
2.3 Results of the Trial Excavation.. RS e s s e v mne rrart bk e -
2.4 Artefact Asscmblage S S— 14

Table 1: Artefact assemblape by trench and context (sherd/frag count:weight in grammes) ., 14

Table 2: Pottery Type Serics........ S e R R8RS e n e n e eE e AR 214 b e rer e e semsmsaeenmenas se e 15
2.5 Ecofactual Fvidence e rrssssssseessmsees b Am TRy e AR RR LR b rennenanerennpevRe 16
3. SYNTHESIS OF THE RESULTS ...... et ——- e S v 17
3.1 Summary of Site Location ..o s, Vittrrrraenneanneas Strotmmenreenmran e SO PR i
3.2 Assesstent of (he sipnificance of the Qakley Road site...covircscrrrennne - wasrs 17
3.3 Impact of the propased bypass on the Oakley Road site ..oeeneeierenn. BT R I ]
4. REFERENCES......... e b oo e nr e rer e heeneeeeeesrran bee e ennn .19
3. APPENDIX 1: POTTERY TYPE BY CONTEXT ....... e r e ——— 20
6. APPENDIX 2 TRENCH SUMMARIES ......cooouenonn.. R e ————— 21

A6 Clapham Bypass

Archaeological Field Evaluation, Stage 2: Trial Excavation : 2




Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service

List of Tables
Tahle 1- Artelact asecmblaee by trench and context (sherd/frag count'weight in
Fanie |: Artelact asscmblage by trench and context ( g 5

oL L 11 31T SO POV O PP PP ST SRT ST PP PP IPS
Table 2: Potlery Type SeriCe ..ot e st

List of Figures

Fig. 1: Site location
Fig. 2: Location of trial trenches

Fig. 3: Trenches 2 and 7, showing archaeclogical features.

o
G
B

- Trenches 13, 14, and 15, showing archaeological fcatures.

F -~ Y NN P sy P O s KAt |
- ARGHULS HHOUE UL {123V0 [,

=
it |

(oo
=

o
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Preface

Every effort has been made in the preparation of this document to provide as compléte
an ussessment as possible, within the terms of the specification. All statements and
opinions in this document are offered in good faith. Bedfordshire County
Archaeology Service (BUAS) cannot accept responsibility for errors of fact or opinion
resulting from duta supplied by a third party, or for any loss or other consequence
arising from decisions or actions made upon the basis of ficts or opinions expressed
in this document.

This report has been prepared by Sean Steadman (Project Qfficer), Mark Phillips
(Project Supervisor) and Jackie Wells (Artefucts Officer). All BCAS projects are
under the overall management of Drew Shotliff (Project Manager). Joan Lightning
(CAL rechnleian) produced all illustrations in this report. Trial excavation and
investigations were undertaken Mark Phillips, assisted by Jerry Stone,

Matt Edgeworth and Pat Kent.

Bedfordshire County Archueology Service would like to acknowledge the co-
operation of all of the lundowners, land agents and tenants along the route of the
proposed bypass.

Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service
St Mary's Church Archaeclogy Centre
Bedford, MK42 OAS

01239 270002/6/9

Fax: 01234 359287

e-mail: beas@dial pipex.com

29" Sepiember 2000
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Non-Technical Summary

Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service was commissioned by Thorburn
Colguhoun, on behalf of the Highways Agency, (o undertake trial trenching along the
proposed route of the A6 Clapham Bypass. This is the second stage in the
archacological evaluation of the bypass route, following a non intrusive survey that
comprised a desk-based assessment, surface artefact collection and geophysical
survey. The trial trenching exercise sought to test areas identified in the first stage of
evaluation as having potential for the survival of archacological deposits and
specifically to determine the character and extent of a possible Iron Age und Romano-
British site centred on Oakley Road.

A total of twenty-one trenches were excavated along the line of the proposed bypass.

The location of an extensive Iron Age and Romano-British settlement over 1.5
hectares in extent has been confirmed to the north of the River in the area (o the south
of Qakley Road. Lvidence for the recutting of boundary ditches and for the disposal of
domestic refuse indicates settlement over a prolonged period. A single unurned
cremation indicates ritual activity. No evidence for further settlement or ritual activity
was discovered to the north of Qukley Road which suggests thai the sile does not
extend beyond that boundary.

ieval trackway fo the north of Oallev Road no other

SRR A PR FALTRFFLL Y s eren TRUT RTE L) SAUGER Y dRia, e i

entified along the proposed route.

With the excention q’fﬂ nost-m
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archaeological features were |
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1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Planning Background

The Highways Agency plans to procced with construetion of the A6 Clapham
Bypass, passing between Clapham and Qakley to the north-west of Bedford
and rejoimng the A6 to the south of Milton Emest. This project was the

subj ect of Public Inquirics in 1991 and 1994, the relevant Line and Side Roads

i ers heing ma o]
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It has been agreed that the Environmental Statement should be updated in line
with Government Policy. The County Archaeological Officer (CAQ) issued a
Brief for the Archaeological Field Evaluation of the Route of the A6 Clapham
1 Bypass, Bedfordshire. Bedfordshire County Archacology Service was
commissioned by Thorburn Colquhoun, acting on behali of the Highways
Agency to undertake an imitial slage of field evaluation comprising a non-
! mntrusive survey of the proposed route. A Project Design For Archaeological
Evaluation Stage 1: Non-Intrusive Survey was prepared by BCAS. The results
of the first stage of the evaluation were presented in BCAS document 46
J Clapham Bypass, Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 1: Non Intrusive
Survey (BCAS 00-19).

Briefly, the Non-Intrusive Survey identified the site of an extensive Iron Age
and Roman settlement in the vicinity of Qakley Road. Undated cropmark sites
were identified close to the proposcd route in the area of Judge’s Spinney and
in the ficlds between Highfield Road and Qakley Road. Iron Age and Romano-
British settlements had previously been uncovered during gravel quarrying
within the southern loop of the River. Antiquarian reports of a possible
Romano-British cemetery around Cut Throat Lane were also noted.

—

1.2  Site Location and Description

1 The corridor for the proposed route is genetally 50m wide although additional
land will be 1aken for a roundabout al the southern cnd ol the route and for
access roads from Oakley Road and Highfield Road (Fig 1).

The proposed route crosses two distinet topographical areas. The southern

| section of the route traverses a loop in the River Quse. This arca is generally

[ flat at around 34m OD. Betwcen Cul Throat Lane and the river the area is
mainly covered by rough scrub and there are numcrous services, including
electricity pylons. The underlying geology is gravel with outcrops of

) Cormbrash and Great Oolite Limcstone, although extensive quarrying has
occurred and much of the area within the loop of the river is now landfill

! which hac haan ratnirmad fo oot Tha Ao maifa o~

WY LLIVARD JIELYy LAbedl LiLdliled Ly ]:"-lbl-l-llﬁ UEEP LlGPUhth Ulrd.l}LL\’lLl.Ijj_ [nave
i previously becn encountered closer to the tiver.

The northern section of the proposed route crosses arable fields rising from
¢.37m OD to 71m OD on the sumunit of Oaklcy Hill before falling apain to
nearer 40m OD to the south of Milton Erncst. The underlying geology is

A& Clapham Bypass
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation 6
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1.3

predommantly Oxford Clay overlain by Boulder Clay. The proposed route
will avoid Judge’s Spinncy on the south slope of Oakley Hill.

Archaeological Background

The archaeological background is included in the report on the Non-Intrusive
Survey (BCAS (00-19) and is therefne nol repealed here. Briclly, there are no
known early prehistoric sitcs within the immediate vicinity of thc proposed
route. Flml implements ranging in date from the Palcolithic to the Neolithic
periods (c.150,000be — 1500be) have been recovered from sites in Clapham
and & cropmark ring ditch (HER16587) to the sonth may indicate the presence
of a funcrary monument of Neolithic or Bronze Age date. Two Iron Age sites,
(HER 329 and HER 565) have been found within 250m of the proposed route
where it crosses the southern loop of the river. A Belgic cremation burial
(HER 9827) was found during gravel extraction to the north of Oakley Road.
A Romano-British cremation cemetery (HER 5124) was reportedly found
close to the southern end of the proposcd route 1n the 19th century. Between
Clapham and OQakley there are two scts of eropmarks (HER 16560 and 16562),
on or near the hne of the proposcd bypass, which have been interpreted as
possible Tron Age enclosures. Extensive evidence of Tron Age and Roman
settlement is known from Clapham less than 1km to the east but a possible
Roman Road linking Clapham and Oakley (HER 10459) has becn discounted
by (8imco, 1984), There are no known sites of Saxon or medieval date within

250m of the proposed route.

AB Clapham Bypass
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2. TRIAL EXCAVATION

2.1 Introduction

The tnal irench layout was based on the results of the Non-Intrusive Survey. A
total of twenty-one trenches were cxcavated along the line of the proposed
bypass between Judge’s Spinncy at the north and Cut Throat Lanc to the south.

M
%]

Mathnd S+ fﬂmnnt

, -~ ]
TN AN ALFLE RFLDFA-TIICTY

‘Throughout the project the standards sct in the IFA Standard and Guidance for
Field Evaluation have been adhered to. Also those standards outlined in the
BCAS Procedures Manual for Archaeological Fieldwork and the Analysis of
Fieldwork Records (1996), the IFA Code of Conduct, English Hentage's
Management of Archacological Projects (1991) and Freparing Archaeological
Archives for Deposition in Registered Museums in Bedfordshire (1993) were
adhered to. The main points with rcgard to the trial excavation were carried out
as follows:

= The location of all trenches was marked out on the ground in advance of
machining, with the exception of the three trenches in the Cut Throat Lane
area.

» All machine excavation was supervised by an archaeologist and was
undertaken using a ICB fittcd with a toothless buckel.

» Topsoil and modern overburden was removed by machine down to the top

of archaeological deposits, or clean natural deposits, whichever was
s encountered first.

¢ Topsoil and subsoil were stockpiled separately beside the open trench.
Backfilling took place in reverse order with deposits being compacted with
the bucket of the JCB.

» Archaeological features/deposils were cleaned along at least one side of
cach trench.

= The spoil was scanned for artefacts. Artcfacts recovered from spoil heaps,
were assigned to the relevant context number for the trench.

» Rccording took place on pro-forma sheets.

» All archaeological deposits were recorded using a uniquc recording
number sequence commencing at 100.

» Each trench was issued a umque block of recording numbers in a
continuous sequence, Therefore feature [105], a ditch, is located in Trench
1, context (607), a fill of a pit, is located in Trench 6, ete.

» A Home Office Licence was ebtained prior o the removal of any human
remains.

» Artefacts, including those recovered from s

relevant context number for the trench.,
» All trenches were inspected by the CAQ prior to being backfilled.

A6 Clapham Bypass
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation B
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2.3

Results of the Trial Excavation

The 21 trenches were numbered sequentially starting with 1 al the north end
and finishing with 21 at the south end. The results of the irnal excavation are
described below, with the trenches grouped according to their locahion, starting
with the northernmost group. Contextual information for each individual
trench is tabulated in Appendix 2,

2.3.1 Area Adjacent to Judge’s Spinney - Trenches 1 to 5.

Thpqp trenches were citnated tn the eanth nf l—l'tnhf-lr-lﬂ Rnad r\!nqrx tn the em

gse trenches were situated to the south of Highticld Road, closc to the sma
wooded nature rescrve called Judge’s Spinney. Highfield Road follows the
crest of an cast-wcest ridge that hes at approximately 70m above Q.. at this
point. Trenches 1, 2, and 4 were situated on the crest of the ridge whilst
Trenches 3 and 5 lay on the south facing slope. The ridge consists of Oxford
Clay overlain by Boulder Clay.
Topsoil consisied of mid grey silty clay containing fragments of chalk and
small stones, mostly flint. 1t generally measured between 0.22m and 0.4m in
depth, with the deepest soil found in Trenches 3 and 5.

The underlying geology consisted of Boulder Clay with lumps of chalk and
nodules of flint. The underlying Oxford Clay was visiblc at the southern end of
Trench 5. A patch of limestone found in Trench 4 appears to be the cause of a
geophysical anomaly, interpreted as natural disturbance in the Non Intrusive
survey.,

A single feature [205] was was located 9m from the western end of Trench 2
(Fig.3). Tt was imegular in plan with truncated sides and an uneven base. No
linds were recovered from its silty clay fill (204). Tt seems likely that this
feature was the result of natural disturbance and was not archaeological in
origin.

2.3.2 Area North of the Oakley Road — trenches 6 to 11

Thesc trenches were located below the slope of the clay ridec to the north.
Although the ground appears level, it slopes imperceptibly towards the river to
the south. The geological deposits consisi of iver gravels within the channel
cul through the Oxford Clay by the River Greal Quse.

Trenches 6 and 7 were located approximately 450m to the north of the Qakley
Road, just above the 40m OD contour.

The dark grey brown loam topsoil was between 260mm and 320mm deep with
a moderate concentration of small stones. The underlying natural deposits

r\r\nmei el nfmivad nu‘l‘nl'ﬂr cande and arayals
LAAIOLSLALAL UL “lA.U‘..I, Falv-dly Sadllls -rJ.I].LL 1Ay Sldy,

The remams of a trackway, aligned ENE-WSW were uncovered in Trench 7
(Fig.3 and I'ig.5). The trackway consisted of a shallow hollow approximately
2m wide, extending below the level of the natural deposits. The surface of the
track was initially mectalled with a layer of small pebbles (711). Above the
metalling was a layer of slightly brownish yellow clay (710}, possibly trample

AG Clapham Bypass
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 20 Trial Excavation 9
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and silting within the hollow. The trackway evidently remained in use after the
metalled surface had silted over because narrow drainage channels lined with
large pebbles, [706] and [709], were cut through the clay layer (710) on either
side of the track .

Trenches 8, 9, and 10 were located immediately {o the north of Oakley Road
in a large arablc field. Dark grey brown sandy siit topsoil between 0.23m and
0.34m deep, dircctly overlay natural deposits of sand and gravel, No
archaeological features were recorded

Trench 11 was located a short distance to the east in an area of former
allotment gardens close to a disused gravel pit. Dark grey brown sandy silt
lopsoil directly overlay a thin subsoil (1102}, comprising a layer of moditied
natural deposits at the interface between the gravel and the topsoil. The
underlying natural deposits consisted of clean gravel with pockets of red-
brown clay loam.

A sub square pit [1107] was partially uncovered ai the northern end of the
trench (not 1llustrated). Post-medieval pottery and clay pipc were recovered
from 1ts sandy silt infilling which indicates that it was a refuse deposit of post-
medieval date.

2.3.3 Area South of the Qakley Road — Trenches 12 to 15 (Fig.4)

Four trenches were located in this area, Trench 12 lay on the 35m OD coniour
with the other trenches slightly lower as the ground slopes very gradually
down towards the river.

The dark brown or grey brown sandy silt topsoil measured between 0.25m and
0.3m deep. The varied nature of the underlying natural deposits was probably a
result of the proximity of the river, In Trench 12 1o the north, the natural
deposits comprised sandy gravel with patches of imestone and clay while in
Trench 13 yellow brown silly sand deposits were uncovered. Limestone was
encountcred in Trench 14 and in the northern end of Trench 15. A slight
terrace visible in the ficld, close to the northem end of Trench 15 may mark
the limit ol the limestone deposit. The majority of Trench 15 contained mid
brown clay silt and gravel with a ycllow brown silt matrix, Iregularly shaped
depressions filled with dark silty material could have been natural hollows
containing decayed organic material, possibly the result of marshy conditions
closc to the niver.

Subsoil layers, derived from the underlying natural deposits, were rccorded in
all four of these trenches. In Trench 13, clearly defined archaeological features,
particularly those containing charcoal, could be scen to cut the subsoil., Other,
less well defined features, would have been difficult to locate without
removing the subsoil layer. All features were cleaned and planned but with the
agreement of the CAO only a sample of the exposed features was excavated.

A6 Clapham Bypass :
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation 10
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2.3.3.1 Trench 12

f This trench was localed 1o (est an area of weak geophysical anomalies. No
! archacological features were recorded.
g

{ 23.3.2 Trench 13

This trench was excavaled to examine peophysical anomalies interpreted as
possible field enclosure ditches and an associated trackway. Two of the
features, ditches [1303] and [1309], correspond closely to the strong anomalies
aligned NNE-SSW.

‘ Dnich [1315] at the western cnd the trench was aligned NNE-SSW and may
correspond to one of the weak geophysical anomalies. It was 1.1m wide with a
rounded basc (.16m deep. Roman pottery was recovered from its single fill

{(1316).
Roman pottery was also recoverced from the fill (1314) of a roughly circular pit
[1313], ¢.0.12m in diametcr with steep sides and a flattish base, 0.3m deep,

Two narrow ditches located to the east were not excavated. Ditch [1318] was
¢. 0.6m wide and orientated north-south. Ditch [1311] was c. 0.65m wide and
orientatced NNE-SSW. Roman pottery was rccovered from the fill (1308) of a
single, oval post hole [1307).

Ditch [1309] was ¢ 2m wide and appears to correspond closely with a sirong
, geophysical anomaly aligned NNE-SSW. Roman pollery was collected from
B the surface of this feature, which was probably a field boundary or an
enclosure ditch.

.\ Ditch [1303] was aligned NNE-SSW. Tt was 2.8m wide with sloping sides and
a narrow concave base 0.6m deep (Fig 5). A step and change of angle on the
western side suggest that the ditch was rc-cut at leasl once, indicating an
extended period of use. Roman pottery and animal bone were recovered from
both the primary and secondary deposits (1317 and 1304, respectively). The
larger quantities of charcoal, pottery and antmal bone in the upper fill indicate
that the ditch was used for the disposal of domestic refuse in its latter stages.

A possible pit [1305] proved to be a variation in the underlying natural
deposits,

2.3.3.3 Trench 14

‘ This trench was excavated to examine a possiblc double ditched rectilinear
enclosure identified by the geophysical survey. The double enclosure ditch
appears 1o have been masked by layer (1403). Following cunsultation with the
CAQ 1t was decided not to compromise the archaeology by cxcavating these
features and the overlying layer “blind™. Two ditches which roughly -
cotrespond to other geophysical anomalies [1406 and 1404] were uncovered in
the northern half of the trench,

Layer [1403] occupied the southern half of the trench and consisted of a dark

yellow brown clay loam containing frequent stones, including small angular

A6 Clapham Bypass
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2! Trial Excavation i1




ooy
Bedfordshire County Archagology Service m

[lint and fragments of limcstone. Roman pottery was recovered from this layer
which is almost certainly masking other archaeological features including the-
double ditched enclosure identified by the geophysical survey.

The southern ditch [1406] was 1.60m wide and orientated NE-SW. Ditch
[1404] was 1.25m widc and orientated ENE-WSW. Roman pottery and animal
bone were collected from the surface of the fills ol these ditches, which werc
nol excavated.

A narrow ditch {1410] c. 0.5m widc and orientated NNW-SS8E appeared (o
intersect ditch [1404]. It was not possible to establish a relationship in the
excavated segment, which was no more than 0.05m decp.

2.3.3.4 Trench 13
This trench was situated beyond the area of the delailed geophysical survey to

T mmoibo TF rxrna Hemaaalas
try lo determine the cxtent of the archacological deposits. It was thought

possible that the fall off in the number of magnetic responses in the south of
the field could have been the result ol alluvium masking archacological
deposits.

A cremation deposit (1515) consisting of calcined human hone was found
within a small circular grave cut [15 14] close to the northern end of the trench.
The cremation was un-umed and therc were no grave goods or other finds.
Several possiblc features were examined bul all proved to be geologeal in

origin or modern disturbance.

: ﬁ 2.3.4 Area South of the River Great Ouse — Trench 16

A sigle trench was excavated approximately 70m south of the River Great
Ouse wherc it passes to the south side of Clapham. The trench was situated on
level ground on river gravels, below the 35m OD contour. The contour marks a
terrace that runs parallel to the river approximately 200m to the south,

Topsoil consisted of a mid grey brown sandy silt with a moderate
concentration of small stones. A thin layer of sandy loam subsoil 0.1m deep
occurred above the natural deposits which comprised gravel.

No archacological features were found in the trench.

2.3.5 Area in the loop of the River Great Ouse — Trenches 17 and 18

Two trenches were cxcavated close together at the centre of a loop in the River
Great Ouse, just north of Lower Farm Road. The trenches were on level
ground, at approximately 35m OD. The underlying geology consists of river
gravels. A hollow to the west of Trench 17 marks the southemn extent of
quarrying activity concentrated to the north of the trenches. No sign of
quarrying disturbance or additional overburden was noted in the trenches. No
archaeological featurcs were identified in this area.

A6 Clapham Bypass
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation 12
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‘The mid grey brown sandy silt topsoil was between 0.25m and 0.28m deep.
Mid yellow brown sandy silt subsoil no more than 0.15m deep overlay the
natural deposits of silty sand and gravel.

2.3.6 Area adjacent to Cut Throat Lane - Trenches 19 to 21

Three trenches were excavated adjacent to Cut Throat Lane. The ground here
is on a gentle slope down towards the River Great Ouse to the west, lying on a
relalively narrow, ¢.250m wide, corridor of land between the nver and an
escarpment at the edge of the Oxford Clay to the east. The land at Cut Throat
Lane was rccently the site of a travellers caravan site. Some disturbance
associated with the recent use was evident.

A single pil [2103] of recent post-medicval datc was found in Trench 21,

It was irregular in plan with a shallow concave base 0.15m deep. The fil]
contained a residual sherd of medieval potlery and late post-medieval debris
mncluding fragments of coal, animal bone, tile, and a piece from a Victorian

soswditnd WL LS Fa WAL halley Sl @ prahew 22002 L )

shale or jet comb,

A6 Clapham Bypass
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2.4 Artefact Assemblage

2.4.1 Tntroduction

Trial excavation produced an artcfactual assemblage compnising mainly
pottery and ceramic building material (Table 1), All artefacts were processed

in accordance with the Brief and Project Design. The material was scanned to
acrartain tha natner condition Jﬁﬂ whoere anQ‘Ih'IF' date range nf'lhe artcfact

LG AL LRI RAEW MROLLLL Wy WFLIRMIRAN AR 1 Al b pilonaliity, Rl 8llev

typcs present.

Tr.* | Context | Feature Type Spotdate Pottery | CBM Oiher Finds

01 100 100 Topsoil late medicval 1:5 4:57
02 200 200 Topsoil post-rned/mod 2:6%
07 700 700 Topsoil post-med/niod 1:79
(9 900 900 Topsoil post-medieval 1:2
10 | 1000 1000 Topsoil | post-med/mad 1:4
11 1100 1100 Topsoil post-medieval 3:15 1:15
1104 1103 ? post-medicval 1:12 1:3 | Clay pipc {1g)
13 1300 130H) Topsoil late/post-med 1:18
1301 1301 Subsoil Roman 0:69
1304 1303 Ditch Roman 28:243 Animal bone (23g)
1308 1307 Posthole Roman 4:8
1310 1309 Ditch Roman 2:9
1314 1313 Pil Roman 390
1316 1315 Ditch Roman 8:136
1317 1303 Ditch Roman 5:10 Animal bone (6g)
14 1403 1403 Layer Roman 14:238
1405 1404 Ditch Roman 1.0
N 1407 1406 Ditch Roman 3:129 Amnimal bone (156g)
15 1515 1514 Cremation | - Human bone (171g)
17 1700 1700 Topsoil moden 1:58 B
18 1800 1800 Topsoil post-med/mad 1:23
21 2104 2103 Fil late/post-med 2:4 1:8 | Animal bone {3g),
jet/shale cotmb fragment
) ) {Victorian)
Total  ¥5:976 | 14:334

CBM — ceramic building material
% _ Mo artefacts were recovered from trenches 2-6, 8, 12, 16, 19 or 20,

Table 1: Artefact assembl

count:weight in grammes)

2.4.2 Ceramics
Pottery
A total of 85 sherds, weighing 976p was recovered. These were examimed by
context and quantified using minimum sherd count and weight. Twenty fabric
types were identified using common names and type codes in accordance with
the Bedfordshire Ceramic Type Serics, held by BCAS. Fabrics are listed
below (Table 2) in approximate chronological order.

Pottery was recovered [rom Trenches 1,9, 11, 13, 14 and 21, the majority
(565g) deriving from Trench 13. Approximately 20% of all material derived

A8 Clapham Bypass
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from topsoil. Sherds have an average weight of 12g, and are moderately
abradcd. Few vessels are represented by more than onc sherd.

Fabric Type Common name Sherd no Commenty

Laie Belgic fron Age 11

{c. 100BC-AD50)

Type FO3 {iroy and shell 2 | undiapgnostic

Type FO6B Medium Grog 2 | undiagmostic

Type FO7 Sheli 4 | lid-seated jar

Type FO9 Sand and Grog 3 1 lid-seated jar, sooted

Roman (c. AD50-354) 65

Type R Non-specific Roman ] | coarse sandy

Type ROGB Coarse greyware 7 | undizgnostic

Type RUGBL Fine greyware 11 | triangular ritn bowl, plain rim bowl
with incigsed lattice decoration

Type ROGE Calcareous greywarc 1 | undiagnostic

Type ROTB Sandy blackware 2 | undiagnostic

Type R13 Shelly 37 | siorage jar, lid-seated jar and
cverted rim jar, sooted

Type RO1 (C2-3) Samian ware(c) 4 | undiagnostic bowl

Type R11C (C3-4) Oxtord Parchment ware () 1 | undiagnostic

Type R22A (C3-4) Hadham Oxidised ware (r) 1 | flanged bowl

Medieval (1150-1508) 2

Typc B Misc. shell tempered 2 | Undiagnostic

Post-Medieval (1500-1750) 4

Type P01 Glazed Red Earthenware b | Undiagnostic

Type P11 Buff Earthenware I | Undiagnostic

Type P33 Tin-glazed Ware I | Undiagnostic

Typt: P48 English Stoneware 1 | Undiagnostic

Modern (1750-onwards) 1

Type P35 English Porcelain 1 { Undiagnostic

Unknown 2

LINID Unidentificd ware 2 | coarse oxidised sandy

NB. Bracketed italics denote vessels ol tegional {#) and continental {¢) origin,

See Appendix 1 for details of pottery type by context

Table 2: Pottery Type Series
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smaller quantities of late Belgxc ron Age (1 3%) and pml -Roman material (8%). The
fabric types represented are comparable with those recovered from ficld artclact

collection (BCAS 2000/19). Miagnoshic Iron Age and Roman forms arc indicative of

a domestic assemblage, comprising tablewares, cooking pots and storage jars.

Late fron Age

Locally produced late Belgic Iron Ape vessels in grog tempered fabncs (lypes FOS,
F06 and F09) arc most numerous. Shell tempered vessels in fabric 1907 are likely to

derive from one of a number of kiln sites known 1 the vicimily, such as Bromham and
Stagsden (BCAS in prep).

A6 Clapham Bypass
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Roman

Although the asscmblage spans the entire Roman period, the majority is more closely
dated Lo (he earlier part of this period. Coarsewarcs are represenied by local reduced
wares (Lypes R06 and R07). Diagnostic shell tempered forms (storage, lid-seated and
everted rim jars) are comparable to vessels produced at the Lodge Farm kilns in
Harrold (Brown 1994), and constitute 57% of the Roman assemblage. Regional
imporls are represcnted by single sherds of third-fourth century vessels from
Oxfordshire (type R11C) and Hertfordshire (type R22A) and those of continental

origin by samian ware (lype R01) of early Roman date.

Ceramic Building Material

A total of fourteen brick and tile fragments, weighing 334y was recovered. All are
unstratified, and comprise sand tempered flat roof tiles and brick fragments of post
medieval/modern date,

2.5 Ecofactual Evidence

2.5.1 Animal Bone

Twenty-three fragments of animal bone, weighing 187g were recovered, the majority
(156g) occurring in ditch [1406), trench 14, The bone survives in fair condition, with
some surface erosion. Diagnostic material comprises long bone {ragments of
unknown species.

2.5.2 Human Bone

Burnt/calcined bone fragments (171g) representing the truncated remains af an
unurned cremation were recovered from Trench 15. Bone picces range between
35 O0mm-5.0mm in size. Identifiable clements comprise long bone and skull
fragments.

A8 Ciapﬁam Bypass
Archaealogical Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation 16
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3. SYNTHESIS OF THE RESULTS

3.1 Summary of Site Location

The trial excavation larpely confirmed the results of the non-intrusive survey. The
route of the proposed bypass does not appear to intersect extensive archaeological
deposits except in the vicinity of Qakley Road.

No evidence for settlement or other activity was discovered on QOakley Hill or the
south facing slope below il. The post-medieval trackway uncovered to the south was
clearly sufficiently long-lived for it to be maintained with the addition ol drainage
ditches. However, it was evidenily not sufficiently important to be metalied in its later
life, which suggests it may have been little more than a farm track.

The location of an extensive Iron Age and Romano-British settlement over 1.5
hectares in cxtent has been confirmed to the north of the River in the area to the south
of Qakley Road. Evidence for the recutting of boundary ditches and for the disposal of
domestic refuse in the top of partially silied ditches indicates seltlement over a
prolonged period. The unurncd cremation from the south east of his site indicates
ritual activity. This need not be a cemetery however, as isolated bunals are not
unusual on sites of this period. No cvidence for further settlement or ritual activity
was discovered to the north of Oakley Road which suggests that the site does not
extend beyond that boundary.

No surviving archaeological deposits were uncovered within the southern loop of the
river. 1t seems clear, therefore, that any sites on the line of the proposed bypass will
have been quarried away.

Similarly, the Romano-British cemetery reportedly discovered close to the southemn
end of the roule, was not identified in any of the trenches adjacent to Cut Throat Lane.

3.2 Assessment of the significance of the Qakley Road site

The extensive lron Agc and Romano-British settlcment to the south of Oakley Road
was unknown prior (o the non-intrusive survey of the proposed route of the bypass
(RCAS2000/19). lieldwalking, geophysical survey and trial trenching indicate the

e
presence of archacological deposits extending over an area of at least 1.5 ha.

Unusually, the quantities of Iron Age and Roman potiery collected from the surlace of
the field, although sufficient to suggest the presence of a sitc, were small for such an
extensive site of this period. This may be a reflection of the state of preservation of the
archaeological deposits. Usually, where concentrations of surface artefacts are high in
numbers, this is a result of decp truncation of archacological features by ploughing.

The geophysical survey appeared to confirm this with strong linear anomalies
providing the outline ol double ditched enclosures with discrete anomalies suggesting
the presence of intermnal features.

Trial trenching confirmed the presence of the majonty of the enclosure ditches
identified by the geophysical survey. Although the double ditched enclosure appeared

A6 Clapham Bypass
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation 17
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to be masked by a later layer it seems safe to assume that the geophysical survey
results were accurate. The archaeological deposits were generally sealed beneath a
topsoil layer up to 0.4m deep. Few discrete features were uncovered but the posthole
[1313] in Trench 13 provides evidence of structures while the domestic debris from
the top of dilch [1303] provides clear cvidence for occupation from the same area.

It seems likely therefore that the site at Oaklcy Road represents an Iron Age and
Romano-British settlement. Similar rural farmsteads occupying the gravel terrace
have been excavated within the Biddenham Loop to the south (BCAS 98/8) and at
Ursula Taylor School in Clapham itsclf. However, rural Romano-Bnitish farmstcads
conlinue to be under represented in the archacological record for this part of the
county.

3.3 Impact of the proposed bypass on the Oakley Road site
'The impact on the previously undetected site (o the south of Qakley Road is likely to

be considerable. At least half of the identified sile comneoides with a stretoh of the route

Ly wOFLLTA WL (AL LA AW U LAGRLL WA tadie A WRlvi AR wRh AT Rr AL R Rl aend L S saivla A Galh L% e

which will be at or near existing ground level. Trial trenching has confirmed that in
situ archacological remains survive from the base of the ploughsoil, less than 0.4m
below the present ground level. The ploughsotl itself in this area should also be
considered part of the archaeological resource, as it will contain considerable
quantities of matenal brought up by the plough from the underlying archacological
deposits.

AE Clapham Bypass
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation 15
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5. APPENDIX 1: POTTERY TYPE BY CONTEXT

Spot Date [ Fabric Common name Context | Sherd No. | Wot
Late Belgic [ron Age F05 Grog and shell 1317 2 6
Late Belgic [ron Agc FOSE Mexlium Girag 1317 2 2
Late Belgic Tron Age FQ7 Shetl 1301 2 8
Late Belgic Iron Age Fo7 Shell 1403 2 4
late Belgic lIron Age Fog Sand and Grog 1317 1 1
Late Belgic Iron Age F(O9 Sand and Grog 1304 2 21
Romyn R | Men-speeific Roman 1304 1 k)
Rarman _ROGB | Coarse grevware 1304 2 25
Rorman ROGB | Coarsc greywure 1308 4 3
Rormat ROGH Coarsc greyware 1310 1 4
Roman ROSC Finc greyware 1403 L G
loman RO6C Fine preywars 1407 1 41
Roman RO6C Fine greyware 1301 2 i
Rotnan . ROcC Fine preyware 1310 1 5
Raman ROGC Finc preyware 1304 G 1.34
Roeman ROGE Calcareous greywarc 1314 1 3
Roman RN7B Sandy blackware 1407 | 7
Roman RN71 Sandy blackware 1314 | fr
Ruman R13 Shelly 1304 16 158
Roman R13 Shelly 1407 1 81
Roman R13 Shelly 1314 8 136
Roman R13 Shelly 1403 9 172
Rman R13 Shelly 1403 | 38
Roman 13 Shelty . 1301 2 55
Roman 2nd/3rd century rn Samian (source unknown} 1403 | 23
Ruoman 2nd/3rd century R Samian (source unknown} | 1317 3 )
Roman 3rd/4th century RIIC (xford Parchment ware 1304 I 2
Poman 3rd/4h centlury R224, Hadham Oxidised ware 1314 1 £l
Posl-Medieval (1500-1750) P01 {Hlazed Red Barthenware 900 l 2
Post-Medieval (1500-17503 | PLI Mull Farthenware 1104 e 12
Post-Medieval (1500-1750) | P32 Tin-plazed Ware 11(H) 1 2
Post-Medieval (1500-1750) | P48 Cnglish Sloneware 1100 1 16
Modern {1 750-onwards) P35 Cnplish Porcelain 110 Ao 3
Unknown LINIT Lnidentified ware 100 Ao 5
Unknywn LINID Unidentified ware 1403 l 2
Unkniwn LINITY Unidentified ware 214 12 4
AB Clapham Bypass
Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation 20
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6. APPENDIX 2 TRENCH SUMMARIES

A6 Clapham Bypass
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Trench: 2
Max Dimensions; Tength: 5000 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Muax: m.
08 Co-ordinates: Ref. 1: TL0183054097 Refl. 2: TLO188054098
Reason for irench:  General coverage of area.
Context: L'ype: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
2(M) Topsoul Fivm mid grey silty clay mmierate flecks chalk, moderate small stongs, oecasiqnal [ !
medilm stones.
201 Subsoil INark brown clay moderate small-redivm stones, [:I I:l
202 Natural strata Firm light red brown elay modesate small-large ehalk, occasional medium-large stones. | ]
Boulder Clay
200 Natural steata Hirmlight grey clay moderale smull-large.chalk, modetate small-medium stones. c ]
Houlder Clay
205 Pit Sub-vircular  base, uneven dizneasivos: otax depth 0.16m, max diameter 0.66m. I_I D
Possible archacological feature, undated.
204 Fill Mark hrown silty clay occasional Necks slones. 4 O
23
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Trench: 3
Max Dimensions: Lengih: 50,00 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depth te Archacology Min: m. Max: m.
085 Co-ordinates: Ref.1:  TLO175034049 Ref. 2:  TLO175153999
Rcason for trench:  General coverage of area.

Context: Type: Description; Excavated: Finds Present:
30 Topsoil Firmmig grey silty clay moderate flecks chalk, ocoasional medium chalk, moderate D D
small slones, oceasional medium stones.
a0l Matural strata Firm light yellow brown clay moderate small-medivm chalk, occasional medium stones. L] !—_|
Bouider Clay
i
|
|
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Trench: 4

Max Dimensions:  Length;  50.00 m. Width: 1,50 m.  Depth to Archacology Min: m. Max: m.
08 Co-ordinates: Rel.1: TLO165054094 Ref.2: TLO0170054094
Reason for trench:  General coverage of area.
Context; Type: Description; Excavated: Finds I'resent:
400 ‘Topsoil Dtk Brown sandy clay . O |_,
401 Nutural strata Light brown clay moderale small stones. ] |:]
402 Matural strata Light grey clay moderate small-medium chalk, Boulder Cluy I__l Ll
403 Maturul sirata l],ight ‘grey brown vlay frequent mediun-large stones. Localiscd band of broken, T:F f_]
depraded sandsione raginenis,

403 Modern Tntrusion . Modcrn intrusion, passibly an engineering test pit. D |__I
404 il « Chean sand back{il. . ] I

25
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Trench:
Max Dimensions:

O8 Co-ordinates:

L

Reasan for trench:

5

Length: 50.00 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depth to Archacology Min: m.
Ref. 1* TLMG4153983 Ref. 2: TLO163953933

General coverage of area.

Max: nm.

Context: Lype: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
500 Topsoil Dark brown silty clay . | ]
| Subsuil Mid red brown clay muderate small stongs. O ]
' 02 Malural stralu Mid grey clay moderste small-medium chalk. Boulder Clay [ ]
503 MNalural sirata Dark grey clay . Oxford Clay, D l:l
|
|
|
o
i
I
|
i
{
L.
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Trench:

Max Dimensions:
05 Co-ordinates:
Reason for trench:

]

Length: 350.00 m. Widih: 1.50 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Max: m.
Ref. i: TLOIY2553358 Ref. 2:  TI.0197453349

General coverage of arca,

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

G0 Topsoil Lowse dark blug brown loam moderate small stones. [ [

a Matural strata . Mixed red brown sandy loam and patches of gravel. D D
27




Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service

Max Dimensions:
05 Co-ordinates:
Reason for trench:

Trench: 7
Lengih:
Rel. 1:
Genceral coverage of area.

50.00 m. Widih: L350 m. Depth to Archaeology Min: m.

TLU199553311 Ref. 2: TLO198853161

Max: m.

Context: Type: Deseription: Excavaled: Finds Present:
700 Tapszoil Loosge dark prey brown loam maoderate flecks slones. L] [
701 Natutal strata . Mixed red brown sandy loumn und patches of gravel. _lﬁ El_
706 Culvert Linear NW-SE profite; stepped base: flat . Drain at side of track. ij ﬁ
T2 Fill Mid yellow brown clay silt . Final sitting of drain. il {
03 Fill Mid yellow brown clay silt | silting of drain. 1 O
704 Fitl Mid yellow brown clay silt . Silting of drain. [ O
705 Eilt Frequent large stones, Pelible lining of drain. [ il
709 Culvert Lincar NW-5E profile: concave base: concave . Drair at side of truck. ﬁ_ [l
07 Fill Drark DLrown silty silt. with orange / brown sand. Fill of deain. O |
708 Fill Frequent medium stones. Pebble lining of drain, D D
710 External surface Mid brown yellow clay . Tackway build-up, U D_
711 External surface . 5mall swones and large cobbles forming surface of trackway. _i D_
28
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Trench: 8
Max Dimensions: Length; 2500 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depth to Archaeclogy Min: m. Max: m.
085 Co-ordinates; Ref.1:  TL0207133032 Ref, 2:  TL0209753035
Reason for trench;  General coverage of arca.

] Context; Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present;

{ 800 Topsoil Dark grey brown sandy silt moderate small stones. [] U

J } g0l Matural strata Micl red hrown silly sand moderate small stones. with patches of gravel, Ei_ ]

j

I

{

‘.

1

{

{

I :

t
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Trench: 9
Max Dimensions: Length: 2500 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depih to Archaeology Min: m. Max: m.
05 Co-ordinates: Ref. 1:  TLOZ1015304% Ref. 2:  TL.0212653007
Reason for trench:  General coverage of area,

Coniext: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present;

Bl 1} lopsonl Durk grey brown sundy st ol soul stones. D [

01 Natural strata #id red brown silty sand frequent small stones. with patches of gravel. {1 ]
30
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Trench: 10

Max Dimensions:  Length:  30.00 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m.

08 Co-ordinates: Rel. 1:  TL0204552%947 Ref. 2: TLOZ09552947
Reason for trench:  General coverage of area.

Max: m.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:

1{HX) Topsoil Ilark grey brown sandy silt micderate small stones. D

1M Matural strata Mid red brown sandy sand moderate small stones. with patches of pravel. D U
3
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Trench: 1
Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depth te Archacology Min: m. Max: m,
O8 Co-ordinates: Ref.1: TL0O214852935 Ref. 2: 'TLO0219852935
Reason for trench:  General coverage of area.

[ Countexi: ‘L'ype: Description: Excavatc_d: Finds Present;
1100 Topsoil Dark grey brown sandy i1l moderate small stones- [ ¥4
11N Malural strata Mid yellow brown sandy silt medcrate small stones. [j ﬁ-
: 1102 Matural strata Gravel . with patches ol red brown clay loam, U El_
\ 1103 Pit “ Sub-gquare profile: near vertical base: flat dimensions: max breadth 0.64m, max ] D_
depth 8.24m.
% 1104 Fill Dark grey brown sandy silt maderate srnsll. stones, moderate flocks chargoal. Possible D vl

refuse deposit.
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Trench: 12

=
5
=

{ Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00 m. Width: 1.50m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: M ¥

! 0S5 Co-ordinates; Ref.1;  TLO217052876 Ref. 2: TLO0O217052825
Reason for trench:  Investigaie geophysical anomalies found during Stage 1.

I Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
1200 Topsoil Firm mid grey silty ciay moderate small-medium siunes. |__I [_I
1201 Naturat strata Firm mid red yellow clay occasional flecks stones, with patches of gravel. E D_
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Trench: 13
Max Dimensions: Length: 50,00 n:, Width: 1.50 m.  Depth to Archacology Min: (.4 m. Max: 0.5 m.
08 Co-ordinates: Ref. 1:  TLO0215852756 Ref.2: TL0220752765
Reason for trench:  Investigate geophysical anomalies found during Stage T,
Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
1300 Tapsail Mark grey brown sandy silt moderate small stones, i bl
, 1301 Matural strata Light yellow brown sandy sill (requent small stanes. ﬁ El_
:' 1302 MNatyral strata ll.igl-n yellow brown silly satd frequeat small stones, moderate medium slunes, moderate |:| |:|
large slones.
; 1303 Ditch Linear NNE-SSW profile: 45 degrees base: coneave dimensions: max depth 0.6m, O L]
‘ max length L.Em.
J 1304 Fill Mid grey sandy silt pceasional small-mediumn stones, moderate flecks charcoul. 1
‘ 1317 14l Firm dark brown sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. lower fill of ditch, ] vl
| 1305 Matural strata Irrepular . Varlation in the natural investigated as a possible feature. i EI_
1306 Fill Hard mid brown silty sand necasional small slones. Natural pocket of fine grained sand. | 1
“ 1307 Posthole Orval NE-SW profile: near vertical basc: concave dimensions: max breadeh 0.37m, ﬁ [
| max diameter 0.2m, max lenpth 0.47m.
1208 Fill Firm dark grey sandy silt modetate small mangancse staining. |
f 1309 Ritch Linear N-§ dimensions: max hreadth 2.m. ] ]
k 1310 Fill Firm dark brown sandy loam occasional small-medium mangancse staining. O A
‘ 1311 Diteh Lincar NNE-58W dimensions: tnax breadth (-65m. O Tj—
s 1242 Fill Firm dark brown sandy silt moderate small-medium stones. - D
1313 Pit Sub-clrcular profile: near vertical base: flat dimensions: max breadth 1.2m, max _i f__!
B depth 0.3m,
g 1314 Fill Firmmid brown sandy silt occasional small stones. L %3]
1315 Diteh Lincar NNE-S85W base: concave dimensions: max breadth 1.1m, max depth (L16m. [l LJ
' 1314 Fill Firm dark pgrey sandy loam muderale small stones, moderats flecks charcoal. Upper fil) D ¥3
of diteh.
. 1318 Iditeh Linear N-% dimensions: max breadih (.6ém. L] D_
E 1314 Fill Firm dark brown sandy silt moderate small stones. L O
f
'
!
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Trench:

Max Dimensions:
08 Co-ordinates:
Reason for trench:

14

Length: 50.00 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depth to Archaeelogy Min: 0.3 m, Max: 0.5 m.
Ref. 1:  TLOZ18252686 Ref. 2:  TI0219952638

Investigate gcophysical anomalies found during Stage L

Context: Type: Dieseription: Excavated: Finds Present:
1400 Tapsuil Dark green brovn sandy sttt moderate small slomes. ] L_]
1401 Subsoil Mid yellow brown clay foam moderate small stones, including limestone fragments. [ ﬁ-
1402 Natutral strata . fragmentg of limestone in 4 matnx of degraded slone, 1 _D_
1403 Suhsoil Dart yeilow brown clay [requent sfuall-medium stones, oceasional large slones, layer _E] vl
containing same oeeupation debris.
1404 Niitch Linear ENE-WSW dimensions: max breadih 1.25m, I_, I_]
1405 Fill Mid ed brown sandy sill frequent smadl stones. with pateh of dark grey sandy sill. L] W
1406 Dlich Linear NE-5W dimensions: max breadth 1.6m. 1 d
1407 Fill Dark hrown loam mkderate small stones, vecasional flecks charcoal. ! ¥
1408 Land drain Linear NW-SE profile; vertical . U U
1409 I,and drain . Drain fill of large limeslene (rapments. (I O
1410 Ditch Lincar NNW=SSE base: concave dimensians: max breadth 0.5m, max depth 0.05m. D !:_1
141t Fill Mid yeHow brown clay lnam moderate small slones. [—| (]
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Trench: 15
Max Dimensions: Length: 50.00 m,

Width: 1.5¢ m.  Depth to Archacelogy Min: 0.4 m.

05 Co-ordinates: Ref. 1: TL0225052641 Ref. 2: TI.0225052591
Reason for trench:  Determine extent of site.

Max: m.

Context: Type: Descriptien: Excavated: Finds Present:
1500 Topsoil Loose dark biown silt occasional small-medium stones. [ Ll
1501 Natural strata Mid yellow brows silt oceasional small stones. ﬁ D_
1502 Matural strala . Insitu lmestone deposit, slabs in horizontal layer. |_=_|_ EJ_
1503 Malural slrata Mid brown clay silt occasional small stanes. l-j U
1504 Malural strala . Mixed dcposit cansisting of (1503) and (1505) in paiches. lﬁ Ij_
1505 Natural strata Light ycllow brown silty gravel . il D-H
1506 Natural sirata Loose mid brown silt. L] ]
1507 MNatural strita Locse mid brown silt occasional small stones. -[__J ]
1508 Matural strata Loase mid brown silt occasional small stones. [ ﬁ_
1510 Land drain Lincar NNW-55E profilc: verlical . [j |:|_
1509 Land drain . Drain il of large limestone fragments. | |:|
1812 Land drain Lincar E-W profile: vertical . Ll |:|_
1511 Land drain . Drain 011 of large limestone fragments. D |:|
1514 Crave Sub-circular profile: vertical base: lat dimensions: max breadth 0.35m. Cut for i L_J_
cremation [5E5.
1513 Fill Mid brown sand oceagional small stones. Fill above cremalion deposit. I__I Cl
1515 Cremation deposit . (Caleined human bone from unumed cremation. ] 73]
36
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Trench: 16
i Max Dimensions;: Length: 38,00 m, Width: 1.5¢ m.  Depih to Archacology Min: m. Max: m.
! 08 Co-ordinates: Ref.1: TLO233552402  Ref.2: TLO237352406
Reuason for trench:  General coverage of area.
J Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present;
1600 Topsoil Mid grey brown sandy silt moederate small stones. ] ]
N 1601 Matural strata Mid yellow brown sandy loan moderate small stoncs. 1 ]
[ 1602 Matural strata . 50/5(0 mix of fine flint / limestone gravel with a mid yellow brown sandy silt. 'l D_
!
b
$
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Trench; 17
“ Max Dimensions: Length: 5000 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depth to Archaeclogy Min: m. Max: m.
! 08 Co-ordinates: Refl. I:  TL0O273051913 Ref. 2:  TILO273251863
Reason lor trench: General coverage of arca.
i Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present:
! = e
. 1700 Tapsoil Mid prey brown sandy si11t modetate somall stones, &I
1701 Nalural sirata Mid yellow brown sandy silt occasional sinall stongs. | [—_|
jl 1702 Nalural strata Mid yellow brown silty sand occasional small stongs, L] [—|
i
1
|
i
|
:
i
38




Bedfordshire County Archaeology Service ﬁ

Trench:

Max Dimensions:
05 Co-ordinates:
Reason for trench:

18

Length: 50.00 m. Width: 1.50 m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: m. Max: m.
Ref. 11 TL0273651826 Ref.2: TLO0278651828

General coverage of arca.

Context: Type: Description: Excavated: Finds Present;
1200 Topsoil Mid green brown sandy silt moderate small stones. [ _EI_
1801 Walural sirata Mid yetlow brown sandy silt moderate small-redium stones, i [:I
1802 Walural strata . Miix ol fine grave! with & mid yellow brown silly sand. Ij [:I
1803 MNatural strata . Limestone deposit, slabg in horizontal layers, with occasional patches of mid red brown i El_

silty clay.
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Trench: 1%

Max Dimensions: Length: 3300 m. Width: 1.50m.  Depth to Archaeology Min: . Max: m.
05 Co-ordinales: Ref. 1: TI.0355951197 Ref.2: TLO0358551176
Reason for trench:  General coverage of area.

PR

! Context: Type: Description; Excavated: Finds Present;
‘ 1940 Topsoil Dark grey loam occasional small stones, ﬁ -L]_
19N External surface . Litnestone hardeore, hardstanding for recent caravan site. ] |:|_
I 1902 Subsail Mid brown silty clay occasional small stones, occasional flecks eeramic building E\ |:|_
matcrial,
1903 Matural strata . Mlx?'d patchy depnsit of mid grey elay, mid red brown sand and light grey sand und fine ] _D_
\ pravel. '

= et 1,
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Trench: 20
Max Dimensions; Length: 22,50 m. Width: 1.50 m. Depih to Archacology Min: m, Max: m,
O35 Co-ordinates: Ref. 1: TL0361651177 Ref. 2: TL0360751157
Reason for trench:  General coverage of area,

Context: Type: Description: | Excavated: Finds Present:
2000 ‘lopsail Dark green brown loam oceasionat small stones. ! [l
201 Nutural strara - Mixed paichy deposit of mid grey clay, mid red brown sand and light grey sand and fine  [_] ]
gravel.
2002 Natural shiata Dark grey clay , Dark srey clay. Oxford Clay. ﬁ D
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Fig. 1: Site location.
Base map reproduced from the Ordnancs Surviey Map with the permission of the Controller of Her Majesty’s Stationery Offics, by Bedfordshire County
Council, County Hal, Bediind. (3% Licenee No. 076465LA). & Crown Copyright.

A6 Clapham Bypass
Archaeological Field Fvaluation. Stage 1: Non-Intrusive Survey
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Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation
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finds plot, and Geophysical anomolies identified as likely archaeology.
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Archaeological Field Evaluation. Stage 2: Trial Excavation




