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By GRAEME GU I LBERT and STEVE MALONE 

(Trent 11 Peak Archaeological Trust. Un i vers ity Park, Nottingham) 

w i th co n t r i bu t i on s  f rom Rr Ga l e  on the char coa l 

(Folly Cottage, Chute Cadley , Andover, Hampsh ire) 
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(Department of Archaeology. University of Birmingham) 

and D . F . W i  I I i ams on the p@t ro l ogy of the pot tery 

(Depar tment of Archaeology, University o f  50uthampton) 

I NTRODUCTl CfII 

The cropmark-complex at Pot l ock . s i t uated t o  the sout h-west of Derby on a 

grave l -t e r race i n  t he T r e n t  Va l l e y ,  was the subject of pre l i m i nary f i e l dwork 

dur i ng 1987-90, i n c l u d i n g bot h  t r i a l - t r en ch i ng a n d  a range of surv@y

procedures, de sig�ed pr i mar i Iy lo chart the COU�8e of t he Ne�1 ith i �  cu rsus 

beyond t h e  c .550m l ength recogn i z ed f r om cropmarks , but a l so t o  characte r i ze 

i t s �tra i ght and para l l e l  d i tches together w i t h  those form i ng var i ou s  

ne i ghbour i ng feat u r e s ,  a l  I o f  wh i ch had be"n i de n t i f i ed first v i a  a i r

photography . Not the l east of t he ach i evements of 1987-90 was to demonst rate 

that thp �ursus was al I of a mi l e, pr obab l y  mor e ,  i n  l e ngth ( F i g .  2). In 1994, 

an opportYn i ty arose to ren@w excavat i o n  a t  this s i tet focuss i ng a t t e n t i on upon 

one por t i on of th� cur SUS and a nearby d i tched enc l os u r e .  Th i s  made i t  

poss i b l e .  for the f i r st t i me , 0 open a swa e ac 

cursus . t hough resoUrc@s we r e  i ns u f f i c i e nt for a � i m i  l ar l y-fu l I t r eatment to be 

a f forded the enc l osure , wh i ch waS samp l ed on a much sma l l er sca l e .  These 

excavat i o ns were necess i t ated by the i n tent i on of the H i ghways Agency to 

co n s t r uct an open dra i n  �croS5 the grav e l -ter race and the adjacent f l ood-p l ain , 

I n  or e r  0 So uth rn 8 ass i n to 

t he R i v@ r  Trent ( t he new road i tse l f  waS t o  r u n  c.800m to the n o r t h  of th i s  

cropmar k-comp l ex - F i g .  1), and were e n t i re l y  funded by the H i ghways Age n cy . 

Fo l l ow i ng archaeo l ogica l excavat i on i n  the lat@ sumnlli!r" dlld i!l.ulu.mn of 199"', th. 

construction-works were car r i �d out here i n  1995, when a further @p i sod@ of 

ar chaeo l og i ca l  f i e l dwor k  i nvo l ved sa l vage-recording of the s i des of the 
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mach i ne-cu t sto rm-water d ra i n .  Th i s  resulted in the recor d i ng o f  f u r t her 

deta i l s, prov i d i ng a use f u l supp l ement to the r@cords made i n  1994. AI I of the 

archaeo l o g i ca l  f i e l dwork at Pot l ock i n  1 994-5 was conducted by the wr i t e r � ,  

work i n g on beha l f  o f  the Trent & Peak Ar chaeo l og i ca l  Trust (T&PAT). 

ev i dence from t he cursu5 . and i t  may be 

st ated at the outset that the resu l t s ach i eved i n  1994-5 are broad l y  

comp l em@ ntary to those o f  1987-90 , t he r eby en�ur i ng that the ear l i @r r esu l t s 

ere enhance d .  Th i s  i s  a monumen t that w i  I I repay f u r t her at t e n t i on, not least 
i n  t hat certa i n  aspect s of the resu l ts presented here notab l y ,  the ev i dence 

for i ts date o f  cons truc t i o n ,  and t he p a r t i a l  p l an of an ent rance through one 

of i t s d i t ches have shown that i t  can make a contribution to apprec i at i on 

of the phe nomenon of t he cu rsus at l ar g e .  

Extent of 1994-5 Threat t o  Cursus 

The swa the of ground requ i r e d  by the H i ghways Agency or cons r u c  I on 0 e 

new dra i n  was 25m w i de _  Where th i s  cut through the cropmark-comp l @x ,  i t  ran 

rough l y  n o r t h-south, fo l l ow i n g the ge n t l y- s i nuous l i ne of F rizams Lane , and 

us i n g the hedge a l ong t he wes t e r n  bou ndary of that road as i ts eastern l i m i t 

hence , the shaded s t r i p  i n  F i g .  2 represents the area th reatened wit h  

destruct i on archaeo l ogica l l y .  The dra i n  i tse l f  was to occupy on l y  the eastern 

c . l0m w i dth of th i s  swa t he <broken I i ne i n  F i g .  2) , wh i l e  the rema i nder was to 

be u5@d as a wo rk i ng-@asement dur i ng the con st r uct i on-works . I t  was expect e d  

that p l o ugh soi I wou l d  b e  s t r i pped f r om the f u l  I 25m w i d t h  at t he commencement 

of those works, so t hat a l l archaeo l og i ca l  excavat i on had to be comp l e ted 

n d  sU @r o f  1995 mad@ i t  u n neGes�ary 

for t he cont ractors to remove any topso i I a l ongs i de t he new dra i n, and a l l 

cons t r uct i on-tra f f i c  trav@ l l ed over i t s sur face, w i t h the r e$u l t  that t hose 

perts of the shad@d are8 in F i g .  2 wh i ch were not excevaled in advance may have 

8uf fer@d no more darnag@ archa.eo l og i ca l l y  than w i  I· I have been i n f l  i c ted by some 

degree of compact i on f rom the we i gh t  of the veh i c l es. 

It w i l  I be ev i dent from F i g .  2 that the threatened swathe cro$sed t he cursus 

i n  a pdrt where lhe f@atures revea l ed by cropmark� are l ess dense t han over 

much of t he ground nearby to the wes t . Indeed, on l y  three archa@o l og i ca l  

features had been recorded t here on a i r-photographs: t he n o r t hern and southern 

d i tches form i ng the pr i ma r y  ev i d ence for t he cursus , a n d  a e r ,  
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meand@ r i n g d i tch t hat I i @s between the cursus d i tches (hereiMafLel cdl led lhe 

I i n t@ rmed i a te d i t ch ' ) .  For t u na t e l y ,  tne swa t he cro�sed each d i tch on an 

a l  i gnment that was more-or - I es$ p@rpendicular to their own . On a i r

photographs , the southern and i n termed i at e  ditches can b@ seen to cross the 

f u l  I w i d t h  of the swathe , wherea5 t he northern d i tch appears to stop some way 

short of the �e5tern boundary of Fr i 28ms Lane. leaving a fe�tureles5 gap or 8-

9m (F i gs 2-4 ) .  8efore excavat i on .  t h i s  appa rent term i n at i on of the nort hern 

d i t ch seemed as I i ke l y  t o  be an i nc i denta l e f f ect of a change i n  the d i rect i on 

of modern p l ough i ng aga i nst the edge of the f i e l d .  or me re l y  of the proximity 

of the hedge and road-meta l I i ng, upon the cropmark-capac i t y of the ground as 

any preh i storic feat u r e  o f  the cursus , even though the cropmark formed by th i s  

d i tch evident l y  reached r i ght up to t he hedge i n  an equ i va l en t  posi t i on to the 

east of the road ; excava t i on eventua l l y  con f i rmed that the we s t e r n  cropmark d i d  

r@f l ec t  a g@nu i ne d i tch-t ermina l ( see p. xx). It is therefor e worthy of no t@ 
t hat th i s  s i tuat i on i s  rever5ed i n  the cropmark5 of t he 50u thern d i tch ( F i gs 2-

4) . where that to t he east o f  the road appears to end seve r a l  me tres fr om the 

roads i de hedge, wh i l e  that t o  the west extends up to i t s hedge (as i t  was 

proven t o  do by t he 1994 excavat i o n - see p. x x ) ;  consequen t l y , i t  i s  not 

i mpu�� i u l e thal Fr i %am� Lane p�r ti a l I y  ma.k� a caus�w�y through the southern 

d i tch too, though t h i s  wou l d  be �I i ght l y  offset fr om that i n  the no r t her n ditch 

(i.er i n  t e rms of the a l  i gnment of the c u r s u s ) r  Th i s  po�s i b l e  co i n c i dence o f  

t h e  moder n  road (wh i ch probab l y  separ 8 t @ d  fur l ongs in the M i dd l e  Age s )  with a 

poss i b l @ rout@way through the curaus i s  i t se l f  i n tr i gu i n g .  though one wou l d  b@ 

herd-pressed to suppos� any cause l conn ect i on between themr 

The eventua l extent of archa@o l og i cal excavat i o n w i t h i n  th i s  l e n g t h  of the 

swa @ was e @rmin� 

archaeo l og i c81 features that cou l d  be ant i c i pated f r om the cropmarks and to 

ce r ta i n  p r act i ca l  i t i e s of the work to be condu cted . S i nce t he adjacent area of 

the f i @ld cr05sed by the swathe th rough the cursus was under cu l t i vat i o n and 

out of bounds under the terms of the project, i t  waS ev i dent that some part of 

a e of s oi l . G i v@n that i t  

seemed adv i sab l e  t o  keep open the opt i o n to excavate a l l or any pa r t  o f  the 

t hreatened por t i o n of the I i n e of each cursus-d i tch ( espec i a l l y as the northern 

d i tch here otfered the pro:;jpeet of a ditt:h-l�rminelt �uggestive of an entrar"cifiiiI, 
as descr i b ed above, wh i l e  the sout he r n  d i tch here had a l ready been samp l ed by 

t r ench opened i n  1 988 . w i t h i n tere st i ng r@su l ts ,  85 @xp l a i n ed be l ow) . i t  was 

reluctantly conc l u ded that part of the area between the ditch@s wou l d  have to 

- 3 -
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be for f e i t@d. I t  was considered better to pos i t i on the spo i I -he�p along the 

eastern part of t he swathe than i n  t he cen tra l or wes t e r n  p�r t s , not on l y  f rom 

pract i ca l  co ns i de r at i ons . such a� mov@m@n t  around the excava t i on a n d  a des i r e 

to dump spo i I down-w i n d ,  b u t  a l so from know l edge of both ear l i er archaeo l og i ca l  

a� t i v;ty here and the p a t t e r n  of med i eva l cu l t i vat i on .  A narrow t r @nch had 

@xcavated a l on s i de the eastern boundar of t h i s  f i e l d  i n  1 969 (Whee l e r 

1970). and i t  was ev i de n t  t hat the fu l I l ength of that tr ench l ay a l on g  the 

eastern edge of the 1994 swa the . On the other han d .  the f i r s t  me d i eva l  fur row 

to the west o f ,  and pa rs l l e l  with, Frizam5 Lane was known f r om th� ev i de "ce of 

cropmarks to be centred at 15- 17m west of the roads i de-hedg e ,  and i t  seemed 

prefe r�b l e  that th i s  shou l d  run a l ong t h e  centre of t he excav�t i on t han a l o ng 

the we stern s i de of it ( as would have been the case had i t  been chosen to p i l e  

spo i I a l o ng the we stern part of the sw�the). I t wa5 a l so dec i ded t hat the 

exc8vation should extend for some di8t�nce outside the cursu��ditches. though 

the scope for th i s  was l e ss to the sou t h  than the nor th because of t h e  

prox i m i t y of another modern ro�d ( t he A5132. which runs rough l y  west�east. just 

above the scarp form i n g the northe r n  edge of t he f l ood-p l a i n ); i n  t he event , 

excavat i on came to w i t h i n 1 . 5m of the south ern roads i de-hedge . To the n o r t h  o f  

the northern d i tch . t he exc�vat i on was aga i n  o f  more res t r i cted width. th i s  

t i me i n  o r der to exc l ude the fur row as we l l as to accommodat@ spo i I .  W i t h the 

Bdd i t i o na l co nst t a i nts i mposed by the a v a i  l ab l e  t i me and r@SQurces , i t  WS� thus 

set t l e d t hat the out l i n e of t he area opened archaeo l og i ca l l y  shou l d  be �8 

out l ined in F i gs 2 and 5 .  Th i s ,  a l most con so l i dated, area tota l l ed c .2200m' , 

�nd meas u r e d  133m overa l I f rom the nor t hern to the so ut he r n  end . Whe re i t  l ay 

between the cur� us-d i t ches and to sou th of the so u t hern d i tch . i t  wes 17m 

acrosS; w i den i n g to more than 24m over the nor t hern d i tch , and 22 . 5m over the 

h@rnmost 33m . 

1994 EXCAVATION ACROSS CURSUS 
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1994 EXCAVATIa-I 

Proqr�ss and Procedure 

There were several separate e l eme n t s  to t he programme of f i e l dwork i n  1 994, 

each involving excavatiol1 of olle FOlill D. dllothel . test: pitting. sieviR§ af 

p l oughsoi I .  trial-trenching o f  d i tches , mach i ne-s t r i pp i ng ,  and s@lective 

d i s sect i o n of archaeo l og i ca l  fe8tures . The methodo l og y  of e8ch of the f i r st 

four of t hese procedu res i s  ou t l i ned i n  t h i s  sect i on of the repo r t , preparatory 

to more dete i l e d descr i pt i o ns of par t i CU l ar p i t s ,  d i t ches and re l ated features . 

In dev i s i n g the st rategy for the f i e l dwork. i t  was reasoned that a 

s i g n i f i ca n t  propo r t i on of artefacts r e l at i n g to both the per i od o f  t he cursus 

and a l  I o t h@r e p i sodes o f  human act i v i t y on t h i s  s i te , wou l d  be he l d  in th@ 

modern p l oughso i I, for i t  cou l d  be ant i c i pated that p l oughso i I l ay d i rect l y  

upon the t r uncated s u r face of the t e r race-depos i t s as we l I as that o f  any 

archaeo l og i ca l  featu res cut i n to them. This seemed I i ke l y  t o  app l y  

particularly to objects manu factured in stone , wh i ch a r e  mor e  durab l e  than most 

other groups of artefact. and m�ny of which could be of d i rect r@levance to the 

cursus, Acco rd i ng l y .  t h e  1994 f i e l dwork began w i t h the excavat i on of test-p i t s 

over t h@ area between the cursus-d i tches and ex t en d i ng for some d i s tanc@ beyond 

them in either direction. Th i s  was con�idered to be t he most e f f ect i ve means 

of study i ng the supe r f i c i a l  d i s tr i bu t i o n  of a r t efacts w i t h i n  the t hreatened 

areat havinq the pote n t i a l  to prov i de 8n @ssen t i a l  comp l ement to t he subsequent 

search for archaeO l og i ca l  features , espec i a l l y  i f  d i s t i n ct c l usters of 

artefacts shou l d  be uncovered. 

The d i spos i t i on of the s i x t y-two test-p i ts, each lxlm, 15 shown i n  F i g . 5. 

I n i t i a l l Yr f i f t y-one were set out at r egu l ar i n t@rv a l s  on a gr i dt form i ng three 

I i nes o f  �ev@ntee n ,  spaced a t  Bm cen t r e s  bo t h  west-east and south-nor t h .  except 

that the west-east l i nes to e i ther s i de of each cursu s-d i t ch were at lam 

c e n t r e s  so as to ensure th�t no te�t-p i t  came down on to the f i  I I  of e i t her 

d i tch . or. i ndee d ,  In t he i r  i mmed i ate v i c i n i t y ,  where some vest i ge of a bank 

might have 5u rv i ved. Each t e st-p i t  waS excav8ted manua l l y  down t h rough the 

p l oughso i l to the top of the under l y i n g depos i t s ,  fr om Which an arb i trary s p i t 

of O . 05m t h i ckness was t hen remove d .  S i n c@ the ant i c i pate d stone arte facts 

m i gh t  be expected t o  i nc l ude sma l I i t ems. sieving of a l I spo i l from al I test-

p i t s was con s i dered a necess i ty ,  and a 7mm mesh was used . This pr ocedure w i  I I 
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artefacts . I n  general. the dens i t y of art efacts recovered by t h i s  meanS was 

not h i g h ,  t hou gh three o f  the tes t-p i t s i n  the eas t e r n  row, @ach l y i n g between 

t he cur$us-ditch�sr proved more productive of f l  i ntwork than the average. 

yielding �ix� four and four p i e ces . Further te st -p i t s were excavated i n  a 

s imi lar fashion around t hese t hree , but. in each cas e ,  t he recorded de ns i ty of 

artefacts was lower. Consequently, it was resol ved to use a mach ine to strip 

t he remainder of the p l oughso i I from most of the area s� l @cted for excavat i on .  

t hus avo i ding th@ t i m@-consuming need to open wider a reas by han d ,  as m i ght 

we l I have been deemed appropr i a te had more of the te� t -p i ts been more 

product i ve .  

Before mach i ne-str i pp i n g cou l d  begin over the area of the cursus , two 

further pieces of pre l i m i n ary work were undertaken . both intended pri mari Iy to 

seek evidence for the pos i t i o ns o f  any banks bu i l t w i th mate r i a l  upcast dur i n g 

the prehistoric d i tch-d i gg i n g .  Since t h i s  monument has been ploug hed for 

c@ntur i @ s ,  there is e ver y poss i b i  I ity t hat a l l rema i ns of such bank� wil I have 

b�@n d i spersed i n t o  l he ploughsoi I .  One possible mea ns of detecting �ny 

res i d ue of bank-mate r i al i n corporated in the plo ughso i l forming the presen t  

cover is t he 's i @ v i n g f o r  sD i I-marks' technique d@v@ l oped on the gravels 

elsewhere (Bradl@y 19B4) , and t h i s  i s  a k i nd of work which can be u ndertaken 

intermittently, and is t herefore eas i Iy accommodated in a proj�ct of th i s  

sca l @ t  w i t h a wor k-force of around ten i n d i v i d ua l s .  Samp l es ,  each of 

approx i mate l y  15 I i t res , were dug from the ploughso i I at lm interva l s  a l on g  

l i nes of 20m length. each line cross i ng ,  and e x t e n din g to eith@r s i de of , one 

or other of the t h ree I inear ditches known from t he cropmarks to t raverse t he 

w@r@ exam i n e d ,  as a check on the reliebi I i t y  o f  any patterns t hat m i ght emerge. 

Two pa i r s of l i n es were centred upon eech of the cursu$�dit che s .  on@ pa i r  to 

e i t her side of the med i@ val furrow dep i cted in Fig. 5; four pa i rs crossed t he 

more enigmat i c i n t@rmed i a te d i tch , two beyond th@ f u r row and two over l y i ng i t . 

AI I 320 samples were passed t h rough a si�ve of 7mm mesh, a l ways in suitably-dry 

conditions, and the quant i t i @ s of coarser mater i a l  r e t a i ned by the s i eve were 

measu red (to the neare �t O�5 l i t r e ) , in the expectat i on (or , at l east ,  the 

hope) th�t var i a t ion. i n  th� concentration of pebble� mi�ht rpflp�t th� form@r 

pos i t ion ( s )  of ba nk(s ) a r i s i n g f rom the ditches (which seemed I i ke l y  to have 

been cut thro ugh beds of grave l for some pa r t  of the i r dep t h, w i t h the resu l t  

that their upcast should have been more pebbly t han most so i l  above the 
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ter race-depos i t s ,  the character of wh i ch i s  exp l a i ned be l ow) . No cons i stent or 

i n te l l  i g i b l e  pat t e r n s  of var i at i on wer e  recorded , and henc@ no i n t e r p r@tab l e  

ev i dence for any banks . 

Add i t i o na l l y .  a ser i es of t renches was opened manua l l y down to t ne sur face 

the t h r e� d i tches . Seven such t renches were excavat e d .  one acroSS the southern 

d i tch and three each across the i n terme d i a te and nor t hern d i tches , el I Im wide 

and l a i d  o u t  to l i nk a l r eedy-comp l e ted test-p i ts ,  w i t h  the r es u l t  that t hose 

cross i n g  the cursus-d i t ches measured 11m i n  l e ngt h ,  a n d  those cros s i n g  the 

i n termed i at e  d i tch measured 9m, i nc l ud i ng the test-p i t s .  The pos i t i on s  of 

t h�s@ t r e nches can b@ d i scerned f r om the la l ignm@nt of sEction ' l i nes in F i g .  

5 .  Par t o f  t h� i r  purpOSE was to expose so i I -s@ct i ons wh i ch ,  i t  was hoped , 

mi ght b e t r ay the posit i on s  of any surviv i n g bank-materi�1 to e i ther � i d e of 

each d i tch; b u t , aga i n .  no r@ l evant ev i dence was fort hcom i n g f r om eny tr ench . 

for a un i form b l anket of mode rn p l o ughs o i I over l ay both the d i t ch-fi I I and the 

adjacent ter race-depos i t s w i t hout i n terven i n g depos i t s ,  except that t he ce ntre l 

of the t hr ee tr enches aCross the i n t erme d i a te and nor th ern d i t ches cut t h rough 

the med i eva l p l oughso i I i n  t he fur r ow, i t se l f  l y i n g d i r ect l y  beneath t he modern 

p l oughsoi l .  Sev e r a l of these sect i o ns are i l l ustrated i n  F i gs 7, 8 and ID . 

A second purpose of these pre l im i nary tr enches was to exam i n e sections of 

t he d i tches , t hus to ga i n  a prev i ew of what l ay i n  store fo l l ow i n g extens i v e 

s t r i pp i n g of the topso i I .  Th i s  revea l ed that the sou thern d i tch of the cursus , 

averag i n g 2 . 5-3 . 0m i n  w i d t h  at the top end penetrat i n g O.8-I.Om deep from the 

base of the mode rn p l oughso i I i n to the terrace-deposits, was rather l arger t han 

O . 65m deep be l ow t he p l oughso i I .  Both were of b l un t-V pr of i le , w i t h  ste ep l y

s l op i n g s i des and a f l at bottom, wh i ch was 1.2-1.4m w i de i n  the southern d i tch , 

I i t t l e  more than O � 5�O . 6m i n  the n o r t h e r n  oner These t r ench@s a l so went some 
way to reso lve t he qu@ st i o n posed by th e cropmarks i n  respect of the north@rn 

c u r sus-d i t ch (s e@ p. x x ) , for i t  was found to @x i s t on l y  in the we s t e r n  and 

ce ntra l trenches , i mp l y i n g the rea l i t y of the b r eak seen i n  the a i r

photo9rap h s �  Consequ ent l y .  i t  was determ i n @d to excavat@ as much as poss i b l e  

of the avei lab l e  l e ngth of th i s  d i tch and to e�plore fu l l y the erea where i t  

was broken . as descr i bed o n  p p .  xx�xx� 
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The lwo pr�1 i m i nary t renches cut t hrough the northern d i tch of the cursus 

typ i ca l ly showed i t  to conta i n  a l each@d , grey s i  I t  towards the bo t t om , 

becom i ng browner and l es s dense towards the top ( F i g .  10; and see p .  xx ) .  To 

some extent . th i s  was t � u@ a l so of t he southern d i tcht wh i ch ,  cruc i a l l y .  had 

been shown in 1988 to contain a b l ackened l ayer not fBr above the d i t ch-bottom, 

f t he t hreatened swathe ( see 

above ) .  The l ay@r I n  ques t i on wa5 appare nt l y  r i ch i n  cha r r ed organ i c  mater i a l �  

and appeared to have suffered l i t t l e  d i s t urbance , mak i ng i t  potent i a l l y  

su i tab l e  as a source of bot h i n formation r e l at i ng to economy and e n v i ronment at 

the t i me of the cu rsus and mater i al f o r  rad i ocarbon-dat i ng .  I n  con t rast , t he 

lm-w i de t r e n ch th rough t he same d i tch where i t  l ey aga i nst the west e r n  I i m i t of 

the 1994 swathe revea l ed no trace of any charred depos i t ,  but i t  d i d  show that 

the fi I I of the d i t ch there , t hough not i ts prof i l e ,  had been d i s t u rbed to some 

de p t h r  apparent l y  by burrow i ng animals ( F i g .  7; and see p .  xx). Super f i c i a l  

s i g ns o f  � i m i  Jar d i s t u r bances w i t h i n  the f i  I I o f  the furrow where i t  over l ay 

t h i s  ditch d i scouraged t he open i ng of a centra l t rench across i t  ( i .e. l i ke 

those across the other d i tche s ) ;  wh i le rap i d  re-emptying of the 1 988 d i tch

cu t t i ng ,  a l so lm w i der made i t  unnecessary to excavate a fresh t r ench 

the r eabou ts at th i s  stage o f  the project. G i ve n  the need to pr i o r i tize among 

th@ var i ous op t i ons for excavat i on t ha t  m i g h t  b@ pursued w i t h i n  the av� i l ab l e  

t i m@ and mo ney , i t  was clear that the p r e l i m i nary i nd i cat i ons favoured th@ 

eastern part of the swat he as t he focus of t he 1994 excavation in r espect of 

the southern cursus-d i t ch , and t h i s  was be p u t  i n to e f fect by extend i ng t he 

1988 cu t t i n g eastwar ds, as descr i bed on p p .  xx-xx. No further work wes 

conducted on t he southern d i tch i n  t he wes tern par t o f  the swethe . 

be far sma l ler than t he other two dit ch@s , at l ess than 0 . 5m w i d e and bare l y  

O.4m deep ( F i g .  8 ) , and therefore perhaps bet t e r  termed a ' gu l l y ' . Indeed,  i t  

seems ama z i ng thet this should have been capab l e  of produc i ng a cropmark on 
such a gr�ve l -t@r rac@ . L i t t l e  f u r t he r  excavat i on wa� und@ r t aken on t h i s  

f@�tur@ , as descr i bed on p. x x . 

W i t h the pre l i m i nary i nvest i gat i on s  comp l e t e d , mach i ne -s t r i pp i ng cou l d  

beg i n. This was unde r!aken with a JC8 armed w i t h  a tooth l @ss , 41-w i de bucket 

on the back-actor , wh i ch ,  i n  the hands of a capab l e  operator, produced an even 

� u r fac@ . S i nce t i me was of the essence, and g i v@n t hat the test-p i t s and 

pr@ 1 i m i nary tr enches had demonst rated t he nec@ss i t y t o  remove a sma l I t h i ckn@ss 
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fr om lhe sur face of the ler race-depos i t s be fore archaeo l og i ca l feat ures cut 

i n to i l  cou l d  be i dent i fied w i t h conf i dence , i t  was re l uctan t l y  co n c l uded t hat 

a t h i n  sk i m  of the ter race-depos i t s .  and i n ev i tab l y  t h erefore of any fealur es. 

wou l d  have to be mach i n ed away w i t h the modern p l oughso i I .  The sk i m  was kept 

to t he m i n i mum commensurate w i t h expos i n g a reasonab l y  fr @sh and und i s tu rbed 

@-d os i t s  

often l e s$ � Th i s  a r b i trary surf�ce was progre s$ i v@ l y  and met i cu l ous l y  scrap@d 

c l ean by t r owe l as the mach i n e- s t r i pp i ng advanced nor t hwards ; i t  was found that 

s i x -e i g ht peop l e  cou l d  keep pace w i th t he mach i ne w i thout det er i orat i o n in the 

qu a l i t y of the trowe l l i ng. prov i ded that the mach i n e moved a l  I spo i I to t he 

heap and t hat no dumper was emp l oyed to speed t he process o f  mach i n i ng .  

Var i a t i o ns i n  tn@ make-up of t he d@pos i!s were recorded s i mu l tan@ous l y ,  because 

i t  500n became ev i dent that the boundar i es between depos i t s cou l d  be d u i  led by 

even the �I i ght est shower of ra i n .  AI I artefacts recovered during trowel l in g  

were recorded two-d i mens i on a l l y  t o  a n  accuracy o f  a cent i me t r e  ( except where an 

object came from p l o ughso i I .  when an accuracy of e me tre was con s i dered 

adequate). i t  be i n g reasoned that I i t t l e  bene f i t  wou l d  accrue from reco rd i n g 

the l e ve l at which i n d i v i d u a l  i tems we re found w i t h i n  t h i s  upper zone of the 

depos i t s en t h i s  s i t e .  beceu�@ i t  i s  more or I @s s  f l a t  and b@cause i t  i s  c l @ar 

from @xcavat i ons on � i m i  l a r s i tes that a r t@facts can m i grate down t h r ough t h i s  

par t  of t h e  s o i  I -prof i l e  (e. g .  Gu i I be r t  fort hcom i n g ) . 

Besides the thre e d i tches , the exten s i ve st r i pp i ng and i n tens i ve c l een i ng 

revea l e d few archaeo l og i ca l  fe�t u r es . A broad band o f  ear l i e r  p l oughso i I 

f j  I l e d the med i e v a l  f u r r ow to wh i ch r e f eren ce has a l r eady be@n made. Th i s  ran 

most of the l ength of the excavation ( F i g .  5), obscu r i ng a por t i on of each 

upper f i  I I  and prof; l e  o f  each to a var i ab l e  extent . A 1m-w i de cu t t i ng was 

made across i t  aga i n st t he southern I imlt of excavat i on ,  and a 19m I @ ngth of i t  

was empt i e d where i t  crossed the I in@ of the nor t her n cursus-ditch. The 
pr i n c i pa l  purpose of the l a tter was t o  ensure t ha t  the fu l I 1 3 . 7m s t retch o f  

the preh i s tor i c  d i tch was uncovered , t ogether w i th the surv i v i n g port i ons of 

any adjacent featu r es; t he record i ng of the form and f i l  I of t he f u r r ow was 

t herefore an i nc i denta l by-product. wh i ch i s  not of d i rect re l evance to t h i s  

repor t ,  and i t  w i  I I t he r e fore su f f i ce �o remark t hat both portions of t he 

fur row excaveted i n  1994 we re cons i s tenl l y  of broad l y-f l ar i ng prof i l e  w i t h 

narroW rounded bas e .  penet rat i ng to a max i mum of c.O.40m be l ow the bottom of 

modern p l oughso i 1 and w i den i ng t o  as much as 7-8m at the surv i v i n g sur fac� of 
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t he t@r race-deposlis , for these deta i Is are perl i nenl to the excavat i on �  and 

the i l l us t rat i on he r e .  of the no rthe r n d i tch ( see p .  xx ) .  

Desp i t e the La r@ take n over c l ean i ng of the mach i n @-s t r i pped s u r face . no 

conv i n c i n g archa@o l og i ca l  features we r e  recard@d i n  t h e b l ocks of ground 

t he range of the fur r ow .  Th i s  gave l i t t l e  i n cent i v e to empty more of t he 

f u r row , even though i t  wa� r@cogn i zed t hat i so l ated pr eh i s tor i c  features may 

have l a i n  i n  i t s pat h .  part l y  preser ved . At any ra t e .  i t  was felt that th i s  

shou l d  be cons i dered a l ow p r i o r i t y i n  compar i son w i t h the pos i t i v e resu l t s 

ar i sing f r om @xcavat i on of t he cur5 us�d i t ches t hems@ l v es . D i sregard i n g a 

ser i es of s i x  gu l l i es or s l ols and a pos s i b l @  postho l e  tre ated i n  conjunction 

w i t h t he northern d i tch on pp . xx-xx , j u st two p i t s came to I i ght , both ou t s i de 

the area def i ned by the cursus-d i t ches: one l a y c l o�e to th@ south of t he 

southern d i tch .  the o t her c.17m nor t h  of t he norther n one , and they are 

descr i bed on pp . xx and xx respect i v e l y .  

Th@ compos i t i on of the terrace-depo s i t s at Pot l ock i s  var i ab l e .  and , I n  the 

area of t he 1 994 excavat i on ,  a gene ra l cov@r of i n terbedded s i  I t y sands and 

grave l s  was pock-mark@d sporad i ca l l y  w i t h amorphous patches of f i n e and soft 

s i  I t  and c l ey .  Th@se patches appeared 50 c l ean end homogeneou5 as to be 

probab l y  of n a t u ra l origin, and were read i I y  d i s t i n gu i shab l e  from a l  I the 

archa@o l og i ca l  features ment i oned above. Th@y occu rred most common l y  i n  the 

par t o f  the 1994 excavat i on that l ey to the north of t he nort hern curs us-d i t ch , 

where examp l es wer e  tested by @xcavation . Th i s  co nf i rmed th�t some contrasted 

stark l y  w i t h t h e  coarser ter race-depos i ts, wh i ch t hey appeared to undercut In 

l eav i ng I i t t l e  room for doubt that they were nat u r a l  phenomena . e f fect i v e l y  

part of the make-up of t he te r race . Cons@quen t l y, they are ex c l u d@d from the 

i l l us t rat i ons pub l  i sh@d h@r@ , and are g i ven no f u r t h e r  con s i deration i n  th i s  

report . 

Southern Cursus�D i tch 
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Southern Cursus-D i tch 

As exp l a i n@ d  on p .  x x ,  the 1988 i nvest i gat i o n  of t he southern cursus-d i tch i n  a 

lm-w i de cu t t i ng lay towards the eastern s i de of the swathe of t he s i te that 

came under threat i n  1994, and t h i s  was re-opened ear l y  I n  the 1994 fieldwork. 

8 w 

the wes tern edge o f  the swat he . Except where i n ter rupted by the med i eva l 

fu r row . the uppermost fi I I of t h i s  d i tch cou l d  subsequent l y  be 5een , i f  on l y  

i mprec i �@ l y  and best v i ewed f rom a dist ance . to t r ave� se t he i n terve n i n g 16m of 

the swathe , once this had b@en s t r i pp@d by mach i ne ;  and t here is no reason to 

doubt that t he two p r e l i m i na r y  c u t t i ngs crossed t he same d i tch ( F i gs 5-7 ) .  The 

ch i ef d i f f erence between the sect i ons r evea l ed by them l ay in a depos i t  of 

b l acken@d , or cha r r e d ,  mat@r i a l s  l ow i n  the ditch i n  the eas t e r n  G ut t i ng ,  and 

absent f rom the wes t e r n  one . I t  was t h i s  d i ff�rence more than anything else. 
and part i cu l a r l y  t he expectat i on of dating and env i ronmenta l /@conom i �  data 

wh i ch seemed certa i n  to be offered by t he w@ 1 I -s t r at i f i ed a n d  und i s t u r bed 

b l ackened depos i t  ( t he on l y  depos i t  of t h i s  nature so far enco u n t e r e d  i n  

excavat i on s  at Pot l ock ) ,  that f i xed t he subsequent 5t rategy for the excavat i on 

of the gouthern cursus-ditLh i n  1994_ G i v en that the ' b l ackened depositl was 

more strongly repr esen t e d  i n  the easte r n  t han i n  the western s i de o f  t he 1988 

cutting,  i t  was dec i ded to ex tend i t  eastwards, but i n  5tag@s , in order t hat 

the programme of f i e l dwork m i ght be mod i f i ed ,  and the resourceS pu t to be t t er 

u s e . shOU l d  the b l ackened depos i t  peter out i n  that d i rect i o n .  I n  t h e even t ,  

that depo s i t  was found t o  cont i nue eastwards as far a s  i t  was pos s i b l e  to 

excava t e  w i t h i n  the conf i n es of the th r e aten@d swathe (F i gs 5 and 6). be i ng 

seen at its strongest i n  t he easternmost section, under the hedge form i n g t he 

eas e r n  oun ery 0 

s i de of F r i zams Lan@ (me an i n g that some po r t i o n of th i s  blackened depos i t  l i es 

i n tact und@r t he Lsn @ ,  pass i ng farther east for an unknown d i stance, and 

poss i b l y  r@ach i ng up to an ent rance-causeway . as mooted on p .  xx). 

Accordingly, an unbroken 4 . 5m l e ngth of t he d i tch waS ev@ntua l I y  excavated here 

i n  1994, but a s  four separ a t e  b l ocks transvers e to the l i ne of the d i t c h ,  

atart i ng by excavat i ng t he second ( C )  a n d  fourth (E) b l ocks eastwards f rom the 

cont i guous I . Om-cu t t i n g of 1988 (A - a l  I l e t t e r s  of b l ocks as en c i r c l e d i n  F i g .  

6 ,  p l an ) .  Thu s .  a ser i es of s i x  ver tica l cross-5ect i o ns �ou l d  a l  I be v i ewed at 
one t i me , l y i n g at I . Om inte rva l s .  except that t he b l ock second f rom the east 

( D )  was 1.5m w i de (F i g .  6 .  where sect i ons a-a l and b- b '  are those of 1988, c-ci 

to f - f '  are of 1994). For conven i e "c@ he r e .  aome sect io ns a r e  shown i n  Fig. 6 
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as a m i r ror�lm8ge 0 ose rEcor e 

or i ent ated with t he northern s i de o f  the d i tch ( i . e .  t h e  i nt e r i or of t he 

curs u s )  to the left . One of the four 1994 sec t i ons (i.e. t hat s i tuated 

farth @st eas t )  is reproduced at a l arger sca l e .  and therefore i n  greater 

det a i l ,  i n  F i g. 7, toget h e r  w i t h the sect i on of t h i s  d i tch at the wes t e r nmost 

limit of the threatened swathe. 

One mo r e  po i n t  to b@ ex p l a i ned by way of i n t roduct i on conce r n s  t he n a t u r e  o f  

the terrace-depos i t s i n  th i s  par t  o f  the site and the impact which t h i s  IId� 
upon the manner of exc�vat i o n of th i s  d i tch ( ther@fore nec@ss i tat i ng some 

measure of ant i c i pa t i on o f  the descr i p t i o n of the d i tch-f i l  I ) . The ter race

depos i t s were here topped by a part i cU l ar l y  sandy form of t he s i l t /c l ay 

overbu r de n , i n  the upper c.O.40m of wh i ch there was very l i t t l e  grave l ,  with 

the resu l t  that t he c l ose l y  comparab l e  f i l  I of �he upper part o f  the d i tch 

cou l d  be d i s t i ngu i shed on l y  vague l y  f r om the und i s t u rbed ground on e i ther s i de 

( hence the i n de f i n i te out l i n e of the upper par t s  of i t s scarps i n  a l l t he 

�ect i on�dr�w i ngs i n  F i gs 6 and 7) . Th i s  made i t  nece��ary t o  excavate t he 

upper po r t i o n of t he d i t ch i n  arb i t rary , hor i zo n t a l  sp i t s of c.O.IOm thickness, 

eBch 8p i t  extend i ng �ome d i �t�nr.p b�yond the edges of t h e  d i tch , thus box

s@ct i on i n9 the ter race-depos i ts un t i  I such depth as t h@y took o n  a f i �merr mo�� 

grave l l y ,  character , mak i ng them more read i I y  d i s t i nguishab l e  fr om t he d i tch

f i  I I .  Thereafter , i t  was poss i b l e  to excavate strat i grap h i ca l l y ,  eve n t ua l l y  

uncover i n g the b l ack@ned depo$ i t  and . after a t h ree-d i m@ns i ona l record of i ts 

sur face had been produced, co l l ect i ng that depos i t  more or l esa i n  i ts ent i r e t y  

f o r  5ubsequ@nt we t-s i e v i ng ( p .  x x ) . i n  search o f  char r@d o r ganic rema i ns t hat 

m i ght be not on l y  be i de nt i f i ed ( p p .  xx and x x )  but a l so subj ected t o  

r a  locar o n  i I t  

separa t i ng i t  f rom the basa l prof i l e  o f  t h e  d i tch cou l d  i n  t u r n  be excava t e d .  

Tn@ Dvera l I shape a n d  d i mens i ons o f  t h@ southern cu r sus-d i tch d i d  not v�ry 

great l y  th roughou t  the compos i te 5 . 5m l ength excavated i n  1988 and 1994, 

escr i t i on be ond that a l ready g i ve n  and t hat embod i e d 

i n  F i g .  6 .  A suggest i on of a recut m i ght be i n fe r r e d  on t he basis o f  a gent l e  

r i dge i n  the cen t r e  o f  the d i tch-bottom in the wes t e r n  par t of t h i s  l en gth , 

where crossed by the 1988 cutt i ng ,  but t h i �  found nO support i n  th� 

s t rat i f i Ca t i on of the ditch- f i l  I .  I t  can on l y  b@ supposed that t h i s  5 1  i ght 

em i n@nce was m@re l y  a l oca l i zed aber rat i on wh i ch ,  togeth@r w i t h o t h e r  

var i a t i on s  i n  t he di tch-bottom, exemp l if i es the potent i a l  danger o f  p l ac i n g too 
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The strat i f i cat i on revea l e d by the close l y-spaced set o f  s i x  sect i ons WaB 

a l so cons i stent i n  genera l .  The i n i t i a l  depos i t  was a sandy s i  I t  co n t a i n i ng 

very few pebb l es .  This had att�i ned no great th i cknes= before the b l ackened 

depos i t  was i n t r oduced , reach i ng O.20-0.2Bm over some parts of the d i tch

bottom, pa rt i cu l ar l y  i n  t he basa l ang l e s ,  a l ong much o f  the S . Sm l en g t h ; but 

th i s  was by no means un i form. w i th l i t t l e more than U. IUm be l ow the b l ackened 

depos i t  i n  sect i on c-c' and an average of on l y  O.OS-O.IOm i n  f-f'. i n  bot h  of 

wh i ch i t  t h i ckened to O.20-0. 25m in  t he southern ang l e .  Th i s  p r i ma r y  s i  It was 

gener a l l y  grey , varying sporad i ca l l y  f rom s i l ver-grey to ye l l owylorangey-grey . 

i t s co l o r a t i ons appare nt l y  dependent upon the f i ck l eness of the l each i ng wh i ch 

i t  had ev i dent l y  undergone s i nc@ deposit i on .  Otherw i �� ,  lhere was I i ti l e  

apparent var i at i on w i t h i n  i t .  and any $1 i ght d i s t i n�t i ons I n  text u re . as I n  

co l o ur , may have betrayed the post-depos i t i o ns l process@5 as much as any 

or i g i n a l  s t rat i f i cat i on .  Th i s  i s  the k i n d of depos i t  t hat accumu l at e s  rap i d l y  

i n  a f r e s h l y-cut d i tch penetrat i ng such sands and grave l s ,  especia l l y where 

b�d� of grave l �re re l at i v. l y  spars�. � A  in th i s  par t i cu l ar patch of t he 

ter race at Pot l ock. A l arge propo r t i on of th i s  mater i a l  can be presumed t o  

have washed o u t  of the upper par t s  of t h e  d i tch-scar ps . the reby smo t he r i ng 

th e i r  l ower pa r t s .  a l ong w i t h the d i tch-bottom, be fore they cou l d  become 

degraded by eros i o n .  Hence . the prof i le sea l ed beneat h  t h i s  i n i t i a l  s i  I t  

shou l d  prov i d e a fa i r  r epr@�@ntat i on of the form of t he d i tch as cut in 

prehistor y ,  w i t h scarps that s l op@d mo r e  or l es$ even l y  for the most par t .  

rounded basa l ang l es ,  and a f l at t i sh bot tom w i t h  l oca l i .ed undu l at i ons (as 

no e a ove . 15 

par t s  of the sca rps , to wh i ch atten t i on has a l ready been drawn, has made i t  

d i f f i c u l t  to determ i n e  t h e he i ght to wh i ch the or i g i na l  pro f i l e  w8s preserved 

he,e . Equa l l y .  i t  i s  i mposs i b l e  to know the exact extent to wh i ch the I ips of 

t h i s  str e t ch of th i s  d i tch had eroded back i n  t he form of a weathe r i ng-cone . 

The d i s t i n ct i v e b l ackened depos i t, cons i st i ng o f  a s i  I ty sand t ha t  had 

become hea v i l y  sta i ned by ch� rr i n g .  formed a r@markab l y  d i screte a n d  eon t i nuou� 

I aye, of un i form appearance lIlr'uughout the 5 . 5m ")(c,,vated i n  1988 and 1994. 
each recorded sect i on i nc l ud i ng a sh8rp l y l y-def i ned patch o f  b l ackn ess ( hatched 

i n  F i g .  6 ) .  Over much of i t s recorded area . the b l ackened 18yer var i ed up to 

O.12m i n  t h i ckness, be i ng rare l y  l ess than O.05m except where tape r i ng towards 
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t he @dges . It sat upon the I n i t i a l  si I t ,  in places COv@i illg a 18rge pre�el"tieF1 

of i t s sur face , and prese n t i n g a stark co nt ra�t w i t h i t .  The g@n era l l ack o f  

d i stu rbance t o  the b l 8ckened depos i t  was man i f est . a �  there wes no e v i d@nt 

adm i x t u r @  of other mater i a l s  and , equa l l y  i mpor ta nt , no trac@ o f  i t s b l ackne5� 

i n  the depos i t s above or be l ow ,  or i n  any other$ round about , though some we l 1 -

def i ned an i ma l -burrows were cut through i t  i n  the w�s tern pa r t  o f  t h i s  l e ngth 

( l abe l l ed . i n  F i g .  6 ,  a-a ' , b-b ' and c-c ' l .  I t  appea red i n  the ground to 

co nta i n  p l e nt i f u l  f r agments of charcoa l and o t he r .  more m i n ut@ , charred plan t 

macrofos s i  I s ,  b u t  t he exper i e nce o f  1988 had suggested that t h i s  appearance was 

somewhat decept i ve , for f l otat i o n had been su rpr i s i ng l y  unproduct i ve ,  a l be i t  

w i t h resu l t s of cons i derab l e  i n terest ( p .  x x l .  I t  i s  for th i s  comb i nat i on o f  

reasons i . e . act u a l  sca rc i t y of i d@nt i f i ab l e  p l an t -rema i ns and t he i r  

pote n t i a l  va l ue that i t  W8S dec i ded i n  1994 to r e ta i n as much as poss i b l @  

of the b l ackened mat@r i a l  for subsequent proces s i ng and ana l ys i s ;  t h i s  resu l ted 

, n  the bagg i ng of 240 l i tres of the depos i t ,  after the upper s u r face had been 

pared away to wa r d  aga i n st any poss i b i I i t y of contam i nat i on from the 

i mmed i a te l y  adjac@ n t  depo� i t s ,  as we l I as d i sca r d i n g  the l owermost few 

m i  I l i met r es for the same reason . As the d i tch was excava ted , so t he b l ackened 

I Lly er W�S samp I Qd . i n  ce nt i gl.l('I I I!OI: I t. ran!!lv@rse b l ocks .  or un i t s ;  and i t  waS 

recogn i . ed that one po tent i a l  repercuss i on o f  t h i s  s t r ategy m i ght be the 

detect i o n of var i a t i ons i n  the const i t u t i o n of the depos i t  a l ong t he l e ngth of 

the d i tch , though perhaps on l y  crude l y .  As i t  t u rned out , some var i a t i on of 

t h i s  sort d i d  become appa rent from s t ud y  of the var i ous eharr�d ma t e r i a l s  

recovered by f l otat i o n ,  t hough i t  i s  not easy t o  deduce any part i cu l ar 

s i g n i f i cance from i t .  Thus , Rowena Ga l e  has shown tnat the charcoa l i nc l udes a 

m i x t u r e  of spec i e s of vary i ng mat u r i t y ,  w i t h t he l argest number of f ragmen ts 

a r 

a l so have a substa nt i a l  propo r t ion ( 1 9-36�l o f  o�k, wh i ch p redom i netes ( 8 1 � l  i n  

t he fo u r t h  un i t  ( E l , wh i l e  a sp r i nk l i ng of b l ackthorn and hawt horn-t ype occurs 

i n  each ( p .  xx , Tab l @  1 ) .  Ang@ l a Monckton and L i sa Moffett have i de n t i f i e d  a 

range of seeds among the other p l ant-rema i n s ,  i nd i cat i v e of a var i e t y  of 

o f  t he s i t e i nc l ud i n , in ter a l ia, w i  I d  f r u i t s f r om 

scrubby l an d ,  grasses of more open l an d ,  cer@a l s  o f  c u l t i vat i on ,  and w@@ds of 

d i st urbed ground ( p p .  xx and xx , Tab l e  2 ) .  G i ven thet none of t he samp l i ng

un i t s proved to be mOl"luxy l '-.l u s .  i t  i �  pl!:rne!!lpa regrettab l e  i n  r e t ros pect t. h n t  
each tr8n sverse b l ock o f  t he b l ackened I �yer was not subd i v i ded f o r  samp l i ng 

a l ong the m i d- I  i n@ of t he d i t ch ,  t h us to a l l ow for t he poss i b i  I i t y of 

recogn i z i ng var i a t i ons i n  i ts make-up across t he w i dt h  of the d i tch , because 
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�uch l at e r a l  d i ffer ences , had they emerged . m i ght have he l p@d to c l ar i fy whence 

th i s  depos i t  entered the d i t ch ( see be l ow ) .  

Two poss i b l @  exp l a nat i o ns of the b l ackened depos i t  come t o  m i n d :  that i t  

represe n t ed burn i n g in s i tu or that i t  compr i sed a co l l act i o n o f  a l ready-bu rnt 

ma ter i a l s  depos i t ed In  t he d i tch . and depos i t ed there shor t l y  after be i ng b u r n t  

i f  i t s appare nt l y  unadu l t erated con d i t i on i s  a n y  gu i de .  The l at t er seems the 

more l i ke l y  f r om the appearenc@ of the depos i t s r  for t her@ was no obv i ous s i gn 

of scorch i n g on the under l y i n g  sur face . How@ve r , there has been cons i derab l e  

post-depos i t i o na l a l ter at i o n of the s i l t s i n  the cursus-d i t ches at Pot l ock 

( p . xx ) , and the overa l I greyness of t he basa l s i l t  i n  t h i s  s t r etch of the 

southern d i tch shows that i t  had c l ear l y  been af fected by t h i s ,  as descr i bed 

above . Whether the l each i n g and i r on-pann i ng r epresented by the co l orat i on s  i n  

the d i tch- f i l l  and i n  the iI!ld j�t:�lI l  l � f r ace-depo� i l � cou l d  have mQ.�ked the 

e f fects of scorch i n g upon t h i s  s i l t  i s  u n c l ear <and . i n  con su l tat i on on s i t e .  

Matt hew Cant i ,  of t he Anc i e n t  Monumen ts Labora to r y .  Eng l i sh Her i t age , cou l d  

suggest no s i mp l e  means of r@so l v i n g th i s  i ssue ) .  On b� l ance , i t  5@@ms 

prefe rab l e  to con c l ude t hat the b l ackened mat @ r i a l  was depos i ted a f t e r  the 

burn i n g .  for th i s  at l east demands no spec i a l  p l ead i ng .  I t s d i spos i t i on over 

t he sur fac@ of the ear l i e r  s i  I t  (wh i ch i �  to say , the contemporary f l oor of the 

d i tc h ) ,  as i l l ust rated by the p l an and c l ose-set sect i on s  i n  F i g .  6 ,  i s  rather 

confus i n g :  i n  some pa r t s  i t  l ay l a rge l y  at i t s centre (espc i a l  I y  at the west 

end . 8S i n  sect i on a-a l , but a l so at c-c l and f� f l ) .  i n  some i t  spread some w�y 

up the n o r t hern s l ope i n  such a fash i on as poss i b l y  to suggest t hat i t  ente red 

the d i tch f rom that s i de (e spe c i a l l y  at b-b ' and f- f ' ) .  wh i l e  i n  others there 

was a c l ear b i as to th@ southern s l o p@ , imp l y i ng th8t i t  waS i n t roduced f rom 

t hat d i rect i on (espec i a l l y at d-d ' and e-e ' . where i t  was somewhat d i m i n i shed 

re l at i v e to areas to west and east ) .  At no po i n t was i t  c l ea r l y  p i  l ed up 

aga i n st e i ther s i de of t he d i tch;  rather , i t  te nded to be spread at a f a i r l y  

regu l a r th i ckne s s .  perhaps sugges t i n g that i t  was l eve l l e d o f f  after be i ng 

d@pos i t ed there . wh i ch wou l d .  of cou r s e ,  d i sto r t  the ev i dence of i ts 

d i s pos i t i on i n  t@rms of any deduct i ons rEgard i n g the d i rect i on of i t s e n t r y .  

The s i gn i f i cance of th i s  b l ackened depos i t  f or understand i ng o f  the 

char�ct@r of th� cur �u� remu i n � ob�cur @ .  and cQ n t r.st i ng i n �erpret �t i nnA s��m 

equa l l y  fea s i b l e .  At t he one extreme . whether b u r n t  where i t  l ay or e l sewhere . 

i t  m i g ht be v i ewed as a care fu l co l l ect i on of mater i a l s  that had come t o  be 

regarded as I spec i a l  I i n  some s@nse , perhaps represen t i ng some ceremony v i ta l  
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p@rcept i on of these monuments i n  some k i nd of eth@rea l l i ght ( i n  wh i ch case , 

t he p l an t -rema i n s i dent i f i ed w i t h i n  the b l ackened depos i t  ca nnot necessar i I y  be 

con s i dered typ i ca l  of the con t@mporary scene ) .  At the other ext reme , i t  m i ght 

be seen B e  a dump o f  bu r n t  refuse , d i spatched qu i t e casu A l l y i n to the 

conven i en t  ho l l ow o f  the d i tch , per haps mere l y  t he dregs of a nearby bon f i r e ,  

wh i ch m i ght i t s@ l f  represent nothi ng more profound than some l o ca l i z ed 

c l earanc@ of vegetat i on .  I n  the l at t e r  case . i t m i ght b@ de l i bere t "d whether 

th i s  s i mp l y  s i gn i f i es the l ack of respect i n  wh i ch the monument was per haps 

he l d  by some sect i on of t he contempor a r y  popu l at i on , or whether i t  @xpresses 

the reduced c i rcumstances of the mon ume nt i n  the eye s of a l  I e l emen ts of 

soc i ety a f t e r  what wou l d  arguab l y  have been a supr i s i ng l y  short l i f e ( i . e. 

cons i der i ng the sma l I quant i t y  o f  s i  I t  that had gathe r ed i n  the d i t ch by t h i s  

s tage ) .  These a r @  i ssues wh i ch may be pondered but wh i ch there r ea l l y  seems 

I i t t l  .. hope o f  reso l v i n g ( c f. p .  xx ) .  

A f u r t her fact mer i t s a ment i on at t h i s  po i n t ,  sinc@ i t  i n tr oduces ano th@r 

poss i b i  l i ty for cons i der a t i o n .  i n  add i t i on t o  the char r ed rema i n s of p l ant s , 

wet-3 i c Y i ng of the b l ��k."�d deposit pr0rlll�pri four sma l I f raQm@ n ts of ca l c i ned 

bon e ,  a l  I f r om b l ock D ( F i g .  6 ,  p l an ) .  None is l a rger than l l mm ,  and de t a i  l ed 

deduct i on s  are the refore prob l emat i c ,  but Susan Ensor has suggested t hat the 

two l argest are I possib l y humsn l ,  wh i l e  th@ others a r e  I t oo sma l I for any form 

of i dent i f i cat i on to be made ' .  G i ven t hat almost a l  I of the excavated po rt i o n 

of the b l ac k ened depos i t  ha� been s i eved and t hat more bon e shou l d  t h erefore 

have been recovered i f  i t  we re ther@ (wh i l e sub -samp l i n g of the res i du@s a l so 

y i e l ded n o  more - see p �  xx ) ,  i t  may seem i mprobab l e  that such sma l I amo u n ts of 

one wou ave 

poss i b i  I i t y that t h i s  depos i t  emanated f r om a funer a l py r e .  f r om wh i ch the 

cremat i o n had been very l ar ge l y removed before t h@ r emnan ts were put i n to the 

d i tch . cannot be ent i r e l y  ru l ed out . and m i ght be compat i b l e w i t h e i t her of the 

genera l opt i ons ou t l i n ed above , i . e . ce remo n i a l p l aceme nt or casua l d i sposa l _ 

Whatever the source of t he b l ackened depos i t .  an @xp l anat i on of the next 

depos i t  t o  enter the d i tch seems reasonab l y  easy to reach , at l ea s t  to a 

certa i n  l eve l of unde rstanding . I l  c...;ulIIl-'r i � ed ,!l l ayer of griJ.vc l I y  mat er i a l  
( i . e . a s i l t y sand w i th p l e n t i f u l  pebb l e s m i xed th roughout ) ,  and d i rect l y  

over l ay t he b l ackened l ayer . bu t i t se l f  l a ck@d any s i g n of charred organ ic 

mater i a l s  or �corch i n g .  I t s  un i form l y  coarse compos i t i o n ,  and to s ome extent 
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gradua l l y , but rather t hat i t  had bee n  dumped , presumab l y  i n  order to cove r  the 

b l ackened deposit , and th i s  it ach i eved over a l  I bar t he southernmoBt part i n  

t he easte r n  ha l f  o f  the excavated stretch ( s t i p p l ed i n  F i g .  6 sect i ons ) .  

Aga i n ,  i t  appeared to have been sp r ead out a f t e r  depo� i ted , though mor e  so i n  

some sect i ons (espec i a l l y  a-a
'

, where i t  m i gh t  a l t e rnat i ve l y  be argued t hat i t  

came from two d i rect i o n )  than In other s ( especia l l y  f - f l > .  If  t h@ b l ackened 

l ayer d i d  resu l t  f rom bu rn i ng In s i tu, then t he mater i a l heaped upon it may 

have been i n tended to smot her the f i re . On the ot he r hand , i f  the b l ackened 

l aye r compr is@d mater i a l  burnt e l sewhe re . be i t  a ' p l ac@d depos i t ' or a ' dump ' 

spread over t he contemporary d i tch-f l oo r ,  then the grave l l y dump p e r haps served 

mere l y  t o  prevent the ashes f rom b l ow i ng abou t .  I n  t he ce r emo n i a l scenar i o  

cons i dered abov e . th i s  bu ryin g  of the f i r e ,  or ev@n of its co l d  r e s i du e . m i ght 

have been seen as a de@p l y-symbo l i c �c t ,  pe�haps de s i gned to p reserve the @nd

product of some momentous event. r pos:! i b I Y a funer a l _ I n contrast r t he more 

prosa i c  poss i b i  l i ty presen ted by a s i mp l e bonf i re cou l d  con j u r e  up a scene of 

the hurr i ed concea l me n t  of te l I -ta l e  ev i dence , espec i a l l y  i f  the f i r i n g or 

dump i ng of r ubb i sh here rea l l y d i d  smack of disrespec t . Sad l y ,  aga i n ,  the 

ava i l ab l e  ev i den ce prov i des nO way to d i s t l n9u i � h �rr.h�PQ l og i ca l l y  between such 

con trar y images . 

One f u r t her poss i b l @ imp l ication of the grave l l y dump over l y i n g the 

b l acke ned depos i t deserves a n  a i r i n g .  I t s compos i tio n was jUst what m i ght be 

expected o f  mat er i a l dug ou t  of the sand-and-grave l ter race and subsequent l y 

d i r t i ed by m i x i n g w i t h a certa i n amou nt of topso i I .  On the face of i t ,  t his 

cou l d  have come f rom d i gg i ng a ho l e either i n t o  t h e  s i de of the d i tch ( t hough , 

S O ,  n o  eY I ence was 0 

such a ho l e wou l d  have y i e l ded re l at i v e l y  I i tt l e  i n  the way of humic to pso i I as 

compared w i th sand and grave l ,  and that i t  l a y beyond the I i m i t s of t he 

@xcavat i on ) .  However , i t  cou l d  eq ua l l y  we l I have come secondar i I y  from a heap 

of such �po i I ;  i n  wh i ch cas e J  the most obv i ous source wou l d  sure l y  have been � 

n own u from d i  I n  the d i tch , and 

i nto Wh i ch it was now thrown down . I f  so , the fact t hat any 1 8 t@ra l b i as i n  

the recorded d i spos i t i on of t h i s mater i a l  tends to show t hat much of i t  Was 

shot i nto the d i tch f rom the north s i d  .. IIl i yl t L  Le t .. k"n to "ugge"t t h"t th i "  

cursus had an interna l benk , at l east .. t t h i s po i n t a l o ng i t s southern f l ank . 

It i s  f r eely adm i tted t hat such tenuous ev i dence i s  q u i t e capebl@ o f  

m i s i nt erpretat i o n ,  but i n  the context of this monument , where re l i ab l e  ev i dence 
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for the pos i t i ons of any banks i n  the ar rangement of t h@ earthworks i s  wa n t i ng .  

presumed p l oughed out . and where our e f f o r t s  to recov@r r e l evant data have met 

w i t h no succeSS ( se@ p .  xx ) ,  t h i s  i s  perhaps the k i n d of meagre and 

c i rcumstan t i a l  c l u e t hat must be ent e r t a i ned . 

c. 
. "  

L L  . ,  . �  C L  , I  I M, H '  ·t .� �h� �outhern 

cursus-d i t ch appears to have had a re l at i ve l y  uneve n t f u l  h i sto r y .  repre sen ted 

by an un d i s t i n gu i shed mess of re l at i v e l y  so ft , sandy s i  I t  w i th few and 

scat tered pebb l es .  Redd i s h-brown towards the base and grad i n g i mpercept i b l y  

upwards t o  become ye l l ow i s h-brown towards the top (whe re i t  was not easy to 

d i f fere n t i at e  f r om t he terr ace-depos i t s  to e i ther s i de ,  as exp l a i ned above ) .  i t  

showed l i t t l e  other var i at i o n through i t s th i ckness of up to O . 85m, unt i I the 

abrupt change mark i n g the base of the modern dark-brown , l oamy p l oughso i l  ( here 

s l op i n g gent l y  down f r om the east . from c . 4 1 . 57m to c .4 1 . 50m above Ordnance 

Datum over the 5 . 5m excavated l e ngth of d i tch , and th ence scarce l y  at a l  I .  to 

I i e  between 4 1 . 45-4 1 . 50m aga i n st the we stern I i m i t  of the th reatened swathe ) .  

Th i s  seems t o  amount to a s l ow accumu l at i on ,  i n  ef fect a resumpt i on of the 

s i  I t i ng-process t hat had been i n t er rupted by the i n t roduct i on of t he b l ackened 

depoa i !  and th. gr.ve l I y  dump . a�n wh i r.h now appar@ nt l y  cont i n u@d u n i nter rupted 

u n t i I the d i tch had become e n t i r e l y  f i l l e d ,  doubt l ess after a cons i d erab l e  

per i od had e l apsed . Howev er , i t  i s  d i f f  i cu I t here . as e l sewhe r e ,  to comp rehend 

qu i t e how t h i s  cou l d  happen , s i nce i t  i s  assumed that most ea r t hworks wou l d  

stab i l i z e and deve l op a cover of vegetat i on before becom i n g e n t i r e l y  f l a ttened 

by t he n orma l processes of eros i on .  Comp l e te i n f i l l i n g wou l d  seem to requ i r e 

the hand of man i n  some gu i $e �  common l y  through cu l t i vat i on of the l and : but i t  

m i ght be expected that such a sudden change i n  the tr eatment of an ear thwork 

wou l d  be represented by some recogn i zab l e  chang@ i n  t he nature of t he d i tch-

f i  I I .  I t  can but be presumed here that subsequent m i x i ng .  perhaps by roots and 

fauna l act i v i t y (as seen more dramat i ca l l y  i n  t he nar rOWer cu t t i ng a t  the 

wes t e r n  edge of t he 1994 swathe - see be l ow )  of broad l y-comparab l e  depos i t s has 

d i sgu i s e d  any such strat i f i cat i o n ,  wh i l e  some depth of truncat i on of the d i tch 

by modern p l ough i n g may have removed some of t he ev i dence . I t  cou l d  be t hat 

post-depos i t i o na l a l terat i o n of the so i I s  by l each i n g of i ron has a l so 

con t r i b u t ed to the b l andness of these m i dd l e  and upper depos i ts .  probab l y  

caus i n g t h e  red t i n ge o f  the mater i a l  i n  t h e  m i ds t  of the d i tch-f i I I ;  b u t  i t  i s  

of i n t erest to note t hat there was re l a t i ve l y  res t r i c t ed ev i dence f o r  such 

a l ter at i o n to th i s  pa rt of the southern cursus-d i tc h .  where the d i s t i n ct i v e 

greyne ss , seen i n  t he other cutt i n g o f  the southern d i tch and t h roughout the 
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excavated I @ngth of the northern d i tch ( see be l ow and p .  x x ) , was absent from 

e v e f y  depos i t  but the th i n  basa l s i  I t .  Maybe the un usua l character of t he 

b l ackened l ayer and grave l l y dump over l app i n g i t  ( u n i que i n  the co n t e x t  of a l  I 

cutt i ngs yet made acrOSS t h@ d i tches o f  t h i s  c u r s u s )  had somehow i n f l uenced the 

norma l proc@sses of l each i n g .  

F i na l l y ,  a l oca l i z ed f ea t u r e  o f  two o f  the d i tch-sect i ons i n  t h i s  eas tern 

par t of t he threatened swathe shou l d  be me n t i on ed ( F i g .  6.  d- d '  and f- f ' ) .  I n  

both cases , the grav e l l y  dump i s  seen t o  have ended steep l y  at the northern 

s i de ;  and ,  i n  one (d-d ' ) ,  there was a te n uous change i n  the over l y i n g f i l  I on 

an upward p r o j ect i on o f  t h i s  l i ne .  w i t h  the so i l  above and to the north 

appear i n g subt l y  greyer . I t  seems poss i b l e  that an i n trus i on of some form, 

perhaps O . 4S-0 . S0m i n  depth be l ow the base of modern p l oughso i l  and w i t h 

north@rn l i m i t  rougtl l y  cu i rlc i d i n g w i t h  t he nor t hern � i dc of the d i t � h r  had 
broken through t he edge o f  the grave l l y dump he r e .  I f  s i n g l e  and l i n@ar , i t  

cou l d  not be t raced i n  t he i n t @rven i n g d i tch-s ect i on ( @ -e j ) ,  though , an ywa Y r  

the dump appears t o  have extended l ess far to the nor t h  at that po i n t .  Ne i ther 

cou l d  i t s  l i n e  be de tected in  t he trowe l l e d sur face of the d i tch-f i I I between 

d-d ' and a-e ' , or i ndeed farther west ( t hough i t  must be won dered whe ther t he 

' en i ma l -d i s t urba"c@s ' t o  the nor t hern par t of the grav e l l y  dump i n  s@ct i o n c-c ' 

cou l d  have d i sgu i sed a s i m i  l a r  phenomenon there ) .  The @xtent and s i g n i f i canc@ 

of t h i s  apparent i n t r u s i on are theref ore hard to ass ess , and i t  can on l y  be 

observ@d that i t  was pr obab l y  cut when the cu rsus-d i t ch was e i t her tota l l y  f u l  I 

or had come c l ose to that state . I f  th i s  ree l I y  was a I i n @ar gu l l y o f  some 

form, then i t  shou l d  not go unremarked t hat j u s t  such a feat ure . but rather 

b e t t e r  def i ne d ,  was s i m i  l ar l y  r@ l ated spat i a l l y  to the northern d i tch of the 

cursuS ( see p .  xx) , i n  t hat each co i n c i d@d w i t h the i n ner edge o f  the 

respect i ve cu rsus-d i t ch . A l t hough the character and date of t hat gul l y  or s l o t 

i s  a l so far from cert a i n .  the ana l ogue , i f  va l i d .  wou l d  add some we i gh t  to the 

propos i t i on that the cursus was st i I I ev i d@nt as an ear thwork at the t i me wh@n 

these featur@s we r� creat@d , for whatev@r purpose . on i ts a l  i g nm@n t .  

I n  ad d i t i o n to the samp l i n g for charred p l ant- rema i ns noted above . i t  was 

determ i n ed that an attempt shou l d  be made to r e t r i e ve po l l en f r om depos i t s l ow 

i n  th@ �ou t hern cura u3-d i t ch . �t radd l i n 9 an� i n c l u d i ng th� h l ack�n@d l aye r . 

wh i ch cou l d  be espec i a l l y  va l u ab l e  i n  v i ew of the rad i ocarbon-dates that i t  was 

i n tended t o  measu r@ f r om t he charred mater i a l s _  Accord i n g l y ,  a co l umn o f  $o i I 
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Th@ cu t t i n g thr ough the southe rn d i tch aga i n st the wes t e r n  s i de of the 

threatened swathe (F i g s 5 and 7 ,  g-g ' ) .  never ext ended beyond i t s i n i t i a l  l m  

w i dt h  ( p .  xx , where some deta i l s  of i t s shape and f i  I I have a l ready been 

g i ven ) ,  demands l e ss deta i l ed co ns i de ra t i on .  In prof i l e ,  i t  was r a t he r  

asymmet r i ca l . w i th the ju nct i o n of the southern scarp a n d  the f l oor be i n g more 

sharp l y  def i ned than that at the foot of the northern scarp . I n  th i s  respect , 

both faces of the cutt i ng we re COn$ i 5 t e n t �  but t here seems no reason to suppose 

that th i s  was anyth i n g more than a l oca l i z ed pecu l i ar i t y .  much I i ke the r i dg i ng 

of the d i tch-bottom and other i n�on $ i st@ n c i es of prof i I @  r@carded f a r t he r  east 

( see abov e ) .  S i m i  l a r l y , the bot tom i n  t h i s  wes t e r n  c u t t i ng a l so undU l ated 

gent l y .  so that i t 5 prof i l e  i n  the @as �ern face ( .  I l u s i rated on l y  i n  arch i ve )  

was l ess f l a t than that ju st 1 . 0m d i st a n t ,  as seen i n  F i g .  7 .  The 

s t rat i f i cat i on .  or at I @ ast the co l o rat i o n �  r@vea l ed by th i s  cutt i ng WS$ 

dom i nated by the l eached greyness o f  t h e  so i l s i n  the l ower O . 30-0 . 34m of the 

f i l  I ,  wh i ch l acked the i mportant b l ack@ned depos i t  of the l ength excavated at 

1 6 . 0 -2 1 . 5� +0 t hp p� �t _ Deta i I s  of the d i spos i t i on of mater i a l s  w i t h i n  t h i s  

l ower f i  I I mat ter I i t t l e  i n  th i s  i nstance , and i t  can su f f i ce to state that 

occas i o na l th i n  sp i I 15 of coarser sand were i de n t i f i ab l e  among th@ mass o f  

de n s e ,  f i ne s i l t s a n d  sandy s i l ts .  a l  I hardened sporad i ca l l y  b y  pann i ng ;  i t  

seems reasoneb l @  to con c l ude that t h i s  mater i a l  had accumu l ated progress i ve l y  

and had ga i ned most of i t s charac t e r t a s  seen , f rom post-depos i t i ona l 

weathering . The upper f i  1 1 .  a O _ 40-0 . 50m t h i ckness separat i ng t he top of the 

grey s i  Its from the base of the mode r n  p l ough s o i  I ,  waS essent i a l l y  a s o f t e r  and 

numerous l oamy patches , each of them l ooser and darker than t he s u r r o u nd i ng 

mater i a l . end some co nta i n i n g coarser sand and gr�v@ l .  Th i s  b l o t chy appearance 

was a l �o Bur@ l y  caused post -d@pos i t i ona l l y .  but more rece n t l y  than t he 

� i 8co l o rat i on5 af fect i ng the l ower f i  I I .  and i t  must be suspected t hat i t  

@su l ted f r om the bu�row i n  -act i v i t i es of an i ma l s ,  wh i ch had not penet�at@d the 

f i rmer, l ower f i l  I to any great e x t en t , but had d i srupted the i n t e r face o f  grey 

and brown f i l I s  s u f f i c i en t l y  to i nduce some doubt over the degree of i t s 

ur" i y i l ld l r l �tne �� or oth�rw i � � ( c f. p .  xx ) .  S i nce t he �o l e  a r ! e f �� t  f r om t h i s  

w@stern cu t t i n g i s  �n i n determ i nate and abraded scrap o f  pot t e r y ,  found w i t h i n  

a f@w ce n t i me t r es of the base of p l oughso i l ,  theSE d i s t u rbances appear not to 

have co r r upted anyth i n g v i t a l  i n  the recorded i n forma t i on .  
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Other artefacts reco vered I n  1994 from tile souther 11 CUI sus ditch WErE toe 

few � too und i egnost i c .  and/or too I i ab l e  to be e i ther r@s i dua l or i n t roduced 

secondar i I y  for any greet va l u e to be a t tached to them i n  term� of dat i ng for 

t h i s d i tch spec i f i ca l l Y .  They i n c l ude just two more 5ma l I pot�herd3 . found 

c . 0 . 6m apart i n  b l ock D ( F i g .  6. p l " n ) ,  l ow i n  th .. sandy s i  I t  over l y i ng the 

grave l l y dump , and wh i ch cou l d  ea� i l y  be par t � Qf the same po t  (p . xx ) .  The 

f i v e i t ems of f l  i n t work i n c l ud� a spa l I and a b l ade- I i ke f l ake found among the 

r e s i dues fr om we t-s i e v i n g of the b l ackened depos i t ,  a f l ake from be l ow the 

b l ackened depos i t .  and another f l ake from c l ose to the nor t he r n  s i de of t he 

d i tch . wh@re i t  may have l a i n  w i t h i n  t he r e l a t i v e l y  l a te I i n t r u s i on '  descr i bed 

abovt!! � 

On the other hand , a rad i ocarbon-date obta i n ed from a samp l e  of j uven i l e  oak 

charcoa l con t a i ned w i t h i n  the b l acken�d l ayer i s  obv i o us l y  of con 5 i d�rab l @  
i mportance not on l y  for dat i n g th i s  d i tch but a l �o for apprec i at i on o f  the 

Pot l o ck cursuS and its p l ace i n  preh i s t o r y .  Conseque n t l y .  the archaeo l og i ca l  

con text o f  the dated mat er i a l  mer i t s a f u r t her comme n t  at t h i s  stage , l est too 

� i mp l i s t i c  an i n terp retat i o n be g l i b l y  i mposed upon i t .  G i ven the character of 

th. �_mp l e dated . �nmpr i � i n 9 young wood secure l y  strat i f i ed not far abov@ the 

bottom of the d i tch and separated from i t  by a meagre th i ckness of s i  I t  that 

can hav@ taken I i t t l e  t i me to accumu l a t @ ,  i t  may s@@m fa i r  to d@c l a re that i t  

shou l d  prov i de a da te c l ose to that of th e d i gg i n g of t he d i tch and .  hence , 

perhaps a l so to that of the foundat i on of t he monument i n  genera l .  Yet there 

is a need for caut i o n even i n  such appa r e n t l y  c l ear-cut c i r cumstance � .  for , 

l eav i n g as i de the appar e n t l y - l oca l i zed r i dge i n  the f l oor of the d i t ch at the 

we stern end of t h i s  excavated I @ ng t h ,  prev i ous l y  perce i v@d as a h i n t of a recut 

c l eaned out . repeated l y  w i thout l eav i ng any archaeo l og i ca l  e v i dence . prov i ded 

each fresh e p i sode of work r@su l t ed i n  an en l ar geme nt . no ma tter how s l i ght . 

a l  I around the d i tch-prof i l e i n deed . i t  need on l y  be the f i ne l cutt i ng of 

the d i tch wh i c h ach i ev@d such an e n l argement for @v i dence o f  a l l  prev i ou s  cuts 

@rad i cated . I t  cou l d  even be ar ued that � u ch a c i rcumstance seems 

pecu l i ar l y  poss i b l e  i n  t he case of a d i t ch dug i n to such a t e rrace of sands and 

grave l �  e �  that at Pot l o ck , for the effort of cu t t i ng away un d i � t u rbed t e r race� 

depos i t !:l � u rTuulIJ i n g a pr il!! I:!x i � t j ng d i tch w i  I I  gcner-a l l y be s i gn i f i cant l y  1 � �jOI 
t han i n  one penetrat i n g some so l i d  geo l o g i ca l  s t ra t u m .  Th i s  i mponderab l e  

apa rt , the rad i ocarbon-date f rom the southern d i t c h ,  cen t r i n g at c . 2900 BC ( p .  

XX ) ,  shou l d  g i v e � r@asonab l e  est i mate of the d�te o f  t he cursus , mean i ng that , 
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I nt erm@d i at e  D i tch 

Understand i ng of t he s i  i ght d i tch , or gu l l y ( p .  xx ) ,  known to meander a l ong the 

550m st r e t ch of the curs us where the fu l I wi dth of the monument is recorded on 

t he a i r-photographs ( p .  x x ) ,  was not s i gn i f i cant l y  improved by t he 1 994 

excavat i on ,  w i t h the r@su l t  t hat i t s nature and date rema i n  uncerte i n .  Th i �  

f eature was not easy to delecl at th@ sur face of t he t @ r r ace-depos i t s acrosS 

the 1 994 excavat i o n ,  w i t h  the resu l t  that i t s exact out l i ne between the th ree 

1 m-w i d@ cu t t i ng5 made across i t  i n  t he pr e l i m i nary tre nch@s ( p .  x x )  cannot be 

shown i n  F i g .  5 (wher@ i t  i s  dotte d ) , even beyond the m@d i e v a l  f u r r ow ( p .  xx ) .  

S i m i l ar l y ,  i n  t he sect i o ns a l ong the s i des of those t r ench�s , there was 

co n s i derab l e  d i f f i cu l t y i n  de f i n i n g the pro f i l e  of the gu l l y other than whe re 

i t  pene t r ated a bed of coarser sand and/or grave l und@ r t he upper s i  I t y-sand 

zone of t he terrac@-depos i t s .  and the l e ve l at wh i ch the coarser ma t e r i a l  was 

reached var i e d great l y  he r e ,  as i n  other pa rts o f  the s i t e ( p .  xx ) .  Hence , t he 

sect i on-draw i ng se l ected to i l l ust rate t h i s  repo r t  (F i g .  8) shows a southern 

s i de t hat appears to peter out at about ha l f  the h e i ght of the feat u r e , t hough 

t he northern s i de i s  c l earer because i t  happens to have been marked by a l i ne 

of p�bb l e � .  ev i d@nt l y  l y i n g upon the s l ope of t nQ g� 1 I y ,  wh i ch W�� not 
otherw i se d i s t i n gu i shab l e  even when box-sect i oned together w i t h the adjacen t  

terrace-depos i ts .  

The i l l us trated sect i o n of th i s  gu l l y was the best def i ned o f  a l  I the s i x  

recorded i n  1 994 . Ly i n g at 1 . 0m east f rom t he we s t e r n  l i m i t  of excavat i on ,  i t  

showed the feature to be of V-prof i l e  w i th w i de l y-sp l a yed s i des above a 

sharp l y-po i n ted base at on l y  c.O . 40m be l ow the base of modern p l oughso i I .  Even 

a ow I ng or a e OS5 0 e p OY 

open for l ong before becom i n g f i l l ed t h rough e r os i o n .  I n  comb i nat i on w i th i t s 

appare nt l y -un i form f i  I I of s i  I ty sand conta i n i ng few and scat tered pebb l es ,  

�ugg�st l v e of a progre�s l v e l y-accumu l ated f i  I I .  i t s prof i l @  s u r e l y  demonstrates 

that th i s  was an open gu l l y rather than any k i nd of found� t i on-trench ( c f. p .  

m i n  re i s h-brown w i t h 

d@ p t h ;  such co l o rat i o ns seem I i ke l y  to r@su l t  from post-depos i t i ona l weathe r i ng 

( cf .  p .  x x ) .  I n  sect i on at t he oppos i t e  s i de o f  t h i s ,  the western , of t he 

pre l i m i nary tr enches . i t  was rather" b l unter i n  prof i l e .  �nc.J i L� -tioou t her- n .!!!I i de 

be came hope l e ss l y  confused w i t h an i l l -def i n ed , s i  I t-f i I l ed ,  p i t - I  i ke f ea t u r e  

that exte nded on l y  partway across the i n terven i ng I m  and was probab l y  o f  

natura l or i g i n  ( c f .  p . xx ) .  
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Other r ecorded secl i on s  of th i s  gu l l y are not repr oduced here because each 

was render ed i ncomp l @ t e  o r  un5at i s fectory by some other feature of t he s i t e (a 

draw i n g of each i s  i n  l h e  arch i v e - p .  xx ) .  I n  sho rt , those i n  lhe ce n t r a l  

pre l i m i nar y  t r ench had been t r uncated b y  t he med i eva l fur r ow .  i l se l f  O . 1 7- 0 . 22m 

deep be l ow modern p l oughso i I al t h i s  po i n t ;  s I nce the gu l l y was sha l l ower here 

s u r v i ve d ,  show i ng i t  t o  have a s i m i  l ar s i l l y f i  I I to t hat descr i bed above . but 

a rather asymmet r i ca l  basa l p r of i l e .  s t eeper towards t he sou t h . Those i n  l h e  

trench aga i n s t  t h e  eas t e r n  I i m i t  o f  excavat i on wer e  aga i n  prob l emat i c  because 

t he gu l l y  enco u n te r ed a comp l ex of nat ura l features f i  l i ed w i t h  f i n e s i  I t s and 

c l ays that cou l d  not be d i s t i ngu i shed f rom l he f i  I I o f  the gu l l y w i t h  any 

measure of certa i n t y  ( probab l y  because pos t -depos i t i ona l d i sco l orat i on had made 

i t s s i  I t y f i l  I merge w i t h the i r s ) ;  such s i gn s  of i t s prof i l e  as cou l d  be 

dec i phered appeared to show t ha t  i t  a tt a i ned a d@pt h  of c . O . 70m here , aga i rt  

pr obab l y  w i t h steeper southern than n o r thern s i de . 

None o f  these cut t i ngs t h rough the i n t e rmed i at e  d i tch produced any 

art efact s .  nor any mater i a l  lhat m i ght be su i l ab l e  for rad i ocarbon-dat i ng .  

Northern Cursus-D i t ch and Re l ated Features 
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Northern Cursus-Di tch and Re l ated Features 

As exp l a i n ed on p .  xx , excavat i on of the north@rn cursus-d i tch i n  1 994 was more 

extens i ve t han that of the southe r n , tak i ng i n  a l  I bar a I . Om-wi de bau l k  of the 

1 3 . 7m l e ngth {CHECK} t hat l ay w i t h i n  t h e  threatened swathe of t he s i te ,  and 

thereby illcl udillg Cl lelilii ilal of the di tch (Fig. S) . Exeavat ien here alsG 

i n c l uded that expanse of the causeway of uncut t e r race-depos i t s wh i ch f e l  I 

between the d i tch-term i na l  and the eas t e r n  I i m i t of the swathe , extend i ng r i ght 

up to the hedge a l ong the we s t e r n  s i de of Fr i zams Lane . and thereby 

demons t rat i n g the causeway to be at l east I O . Srn  i n  l en g t h  < F i gs 5 and 9 ,  the 

former show i n g that the causeway may to t a l  any t h i n g up to c . 1 9m .  for the d i t ch 

resumes as a cropmark beyond th e hedg@ on the far s i de of Fr i zams Lane , beneath 

wh i ch the match i n g d i tch-term i n a l  must l i e ) .  A ser i e s of archaeo l og i ca l  

fea t ures four gu l I i e s .  a s l o t and a poss i b l e  postho l e  we re r ecorded i n ,  
or c l o$@ by , the area of t h@ causeway , and ano t her I i n ear feature was cut i n to 

the southe r n  I i p  of the cu rsus-d i tch; descr i p t i ons of a l  I these appear i n  t h i s  

sect i on of t he repo r t ,  fo l l ow i n g that o f  the northern d i tch and some de t a i  1 5  of 

o b j ects found i n  i t .  

The n o r t he r n  d i t ch was excavated i n i t i a l l y  i n  two cu t t i n gs , each 1 . 0m i n  

w i dt h  < p .  x x ) .  Once the p l oughso i I s .  modern and med i e va l , had been s t r i pped 

f rom t h e  i n t e r ven i n g a r eas , excavat i on of the d i tch wae resumed as a �er i e s of 

con t i guous 1m-w i de .  t ransverse b l ocks _ The recorded form of , and 

strat i f i cat i on w i t h i n ,  the excavated st r etch of t h i �  d i tch i 5  i l l u s t rated i n  

F i g .  1 0  by a s@r i es o f  n i n e cro�� sect i ons ( i - i  I to r-r l )  and e l o ng i t ud i n a l  

SEct i on Cs-s ' )  of t h e c . 2 . Sm s t r e t ch l ead i n g up to the term i n a l . I t  i 8  

conv en l en er@ 0 e p i c  

s i t e ,  i n  order t h a t  a l  I cross sect i ons may b e  v i ew@d w i th t h e  �outhern s i de of 

the d i tch ( i . � .  the i n ter i or of the cursus) to the r i gh t , match i ng t he 

or i �ntat i o n of the sect i on-draw i ngs of t he southern d i t ch ( p .  XX i F t gs 6 and 

7 ) .  

I n  t he we s t e r n  par t o f  the excavated area . the upper f i  I I  of t h i s  d i tch . 

l i ke th@ ad jacent ter race-d@pos i t s ,  WaS d i rect l y  over l a i n  by mode r n  p l ougns o i l ,  

probab l y  hav i n g been tru ncated by i t  to some e x t e n t  t hat i s  not easy to 

ca l cu l a te pre c i s e l y  (but see be l ow ) . Howev@ r ,  a med i ev a l  f u r row i n t erv�n@d 

between them over the c . 7m st retch of t he d i tch l ead i n g up to , and i n c l ud i ng ,  

the ter m i n a l  ( s ect i o ns p-p ' to s-s ' ) .  A 1 9m l ength of the f u r row was empt i ed 
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i n  order t o  revea l those por t i ons of the d i tch and some of the other features 

wh i ch i t  concea l ed ( p .  xx ) .  Be i ng broad and open i n  cross p ro f i l e .  t he fur r ow 

had arb i t ra r i  I y  removed c. O . 40m f r om both ter race-depos i t s and archaeo l og i ca l  

feat u r e s  a l o ng i ts cen t r a l north-south ax i s .  bu t a d i m i n i sh i n g amo u n t  

progr�ss i ve l y  west a n d  e�st f rom t hat I i ne .  Hence . on l y  e few cen t i met r@B more 

than th@ ' liorlllal '  r educt iol' by lIIudel n ploughing had bee,", si i ced away fram th@ 

top of the cursus-d i t ch a t  the po i n t whe r e  i t  t e rm i net@d , and the fu rrow 

sha l l owed eastwards to peter o u t  at l i t t l e  more than lm beyond the t e rm i na l . at 

I @ast at the s u r v i v i n g l eve l of the sur face of the t e r race-depos i t s (here 

around 4 1 . 25-4 1 . 30m above Ordnance Datum ) .  The f u r row had therefore made no 

s i gn i f i ca n t  i mpact upon the causeway or any of t he featur@s cut i n to i t .  

Throughout t he recorded c. 1 2 . 75m I @n g t h  of the bas@ of th i s  d i tch . i t  

ma i n t a i ned � reasonab l e  l eve l . b@tween 40 . 60m OD at t he we stern @nd and 40 . 77m 

at c . 1 2 . 0m farther east . where i t  reached a gent l e  peak . before deepen i ng 

s i  i ght l y  t o  c . 4 1 . 70m at t he foot of the term i n a l -s l ope (see be l ow ) .  Th i s  gave 

i t  a depth-rang@ of c . O . 58-0 . 68m be l ow the base of modern p l oughso i I .  w i t h the 

marg i na l  I y-deep@st par t l y i n g i mmed i ate l y  a l ongs i de t he we stern I i m i t of 

@xcaval i on ( F i g �  10 , i - i  I ) .  Typ i ca l l y .  i t s 5�arp5 ar@ shown by th@ we l 1 -

preserved and we l I -def i ne d  l ower par t s  t o  have s l oped steep l y  and f a i r l y ev@n l y  

down t o  round�d ang l es o n  e i th@r s i de a f l att i sh base , c . O . 6-0 . Bm acr oss � Seen 

i n  t he ground. the overa l l  i mpress i on waS of 11 d i tch cut to 11 reasonab l y 

cons i s tent cross prof i I � ,  but t he ang l @  of the l ower scarps actu a l l y  var i e d 

con s i derab l y ,  w i t h a range of c . 27-53 · f r om the hor i z o n t a l  for the sou thern . 

and 25-53· for the nor t he r n . as w i t nessed by t he s@ct i on-draw i n gs . On accou nt 

of the f u r row. the shape of the upper part of the prof i l e ,  and hence the f u l  I 

W I  o e 

beyond the f u r row .  an extra d i f f i cu l t y Came I n  the shape of a gu l l y that 

co i nc i ded w i t h the southern edge of the d i tch for some d i stanc@ ( s ee be l ow) . 

I n  p l ec@s , t h i s  d i tch exe@@d@d 2m w i de at th@ surv i v i n g top _ The re was l i t t l e  

scope for the s u r v i va l  o f  any f l ar i n g con e �  caused by wea ther i n g back �t the 

l i ps , becau5e i t  w i  I I be c l ear from whet has been sa i d  above that e v i dence for 

t h i s  must have been l arge l y  res t r i cted to t he northe r n  s i d e over the western 7m 

l e n g t h .  a n d  even t here i t  was not cons i s te n t .  I n  fac t ,  a we� t h@r i n g-cone was 

obv i ous t o  t he n o r t h  on l y  i n  the sect i on at t he west e r n  l i m i t  8nd those at l m .  

2m and 7m east from i t  ( i . e . i - i  I .  j_ j l ,  k-k l and n- n l ) ;  though �om@ poss i b l e  

@v i d�nce for a con@ d i d  surv i v e be l ow t he fur row on the northern s i de ,  but not 

the southe r n .  at 8m east (p-p ' ) .  I t  m i ght have been expected that one wou l d  
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show a l s o at the southern I i p  i n  the wes t e r nmost po rt i o n ,  for the l a t@r gu l l y 

appears to have bare l y  i n t ruded upon the d i tch-scarp t here ( s ect i on i - i ' ) .  

I n  the st retch at c _ 3-6m f r om the wes tern l i m i t of excavat i on ,  the cros� 

pro f i l e  of t he d i tch was somewhat d i fferent from th e ' s tandard ' desc r i bed 

above, as SIIOWII especial l y  by the sect ion ai: 4m east C l  1 1 ) ; fer" it was th@r@ 

that the d i tch ran i n to a band of coarse sand and grave l t hat had become 

hardened th roughout by i r on-pan (qu i t e natura l to the make-up of the ter race ) .  

Th i s  must have made i t  tougher to d i g  o u t  t hat the surrou nd i n g mater i a l , though 

i t  i �  d i f f i cu l t  to i mag i n @ that i t  was i mposs i b l y  so, espec i a l l y  when compa red 

w i th the d i gg i n g of d i tches i n to some s o l  id geo l og y ,  as was often requ i red of 

monumen t-bu i I ders @ I sewhere i n  that age . Anyhow, the P o t  l ock d i tch-d i ggers 

@v i dent l y  d i d  not care to remove more of t h i s  hard band t han was s t r i ct l y  

necessa ry , w i t h  the resu l t  that a bu l ge was l e ft i n  the northern s i de o f  the 

d i t c h ,  wh i l e  the south@rn s i de ,  where t he more tenac i ous d@pos i ts were not 

con f ronted , was cut th rough w i thout def l ect i on .  Hence , the d i tch acqu i r e d  a 

more V-shaped prof i I @  i n  th i s  pa rt . w i t h t h@ base narrow i ng to no more than 

O . 2m at th e most ext reme po i n t ,  but w i t h  no sha l l ow i n g of the bottom. The 
d i s t i nct break i n  th@ n o r t he r n  s l ope of the d i tch at Srn east ( sect i on m-m l ) ,  

co i n c i d i n g w i t h  th i s  change i n  the t e r r ace-depos i t s ,  w i t h l ess-so l i d i f i ed 

sand/grave l over l y i n g th� hardened band .  may have been cau5@d as much by th@ 

comparat i v e ease w i t h wh i ch the upper p � r t  y i e l ded to the d i t ch-d i ggers as to 

subsequent eros i o n .  Seve r a l  i m p l  i cet i o ns may be read i n t o  t h i s  l oca l i z@d 

var i a t i o n i n  the form of the d i tch : f i rs t l y ,  i t  wou l d  seem that the pan n i ng 

wh i ch creeted the prob l em must a l ready have been we l I deve l oped by t he 

Neo l i t h i c ; seco nd l y ,  i t  may be t hat the monumen t-bu i I ders tende d  to regard the 

I C as e more an a cony 

var i ed as approp r i a t e ,  and wh i ch ran a l on g s i de t he s i t @ of the i r  rea l goa l , 

v i z .  the construct i o n o f  some part i cu l a r form of bank . a l  I e v i dence for wh i ch 

h8s s i nce been razed ; and . th i rd l y ,  i t  appears that the d i gg i ng of a d i tch w i t h 

to l erab l y-cons i s tent base - l eve l was more impo rtant to t he monumen t-bu i I ders 

than a fu l l y-con s i stent prof i l e .  Th i s  was the on l y  s u ch patch o f  r e l at i ve l y  

cohes i ve depos i ts encountered by the excavated I @n g t h  of the nor thern d i tch . or 

any o t h@r part o f  e i t her cursu s�d i tch excavated 80 far , and i t s form was 

otherw i s@ unaf fected by 8ny s i  i ghter var i a t i ons i n  the nature of t h e  t e r r ace

depos i t s .  Th i s  shor t .  atyp i ca l  stretcn a l so @xp l a i n s one o f  two cur i os i t i es i n  

t he out l i n e o f  t h i s I @ ngth of d i tch . bec8use i t  made an i n dent at i on i n  t he 

northern s i d e ,  part of wh i c h co i nc i ded w i t h the u n excavated bau l k  l y i n g between 
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4m and Srn f r om the wester n I i m i t ( F i g .  9 ) , The ot her cur i o s i t y was an e f hct 

of the enc roachment of the f u r row ( exp l a i ned above ) .  for , a l t hough t he 

l ong i t ud i n a l  ax i s  of the nor t her n d i tch waS gener a l l y  stra i ght he re , I ike the 

cur sus ov@ra l l ,  t he excavat i on-p l an ( F i g .  9) g i ves an i mpres s i on of a gene r a l  

narrow i ng o f  the d i t�h over the east ern c . 5m l ead i ng up t o  the termi na l ,  

coup e W I  a cons f i e  . on cen re a a 

e x t r em i t y ;  i n  rea l  i t y . t h i s  was caused by the var i eb l @  m@d i e va l t r uncat i o n of 

the d i tch ( as exp l a i n ed above and f u r t her not ed be l ow) . 

The t e r m i n a l  at t he eastern end of t h i s  e xcava ted l e ngth was a s i mp l e , 

rounded bu t t . I t  s l oped up s t ead i l y  at c . 36 · , un t i l  t h  .. ang l e  sha l l owed 

marked l y  t owards th@ top I n  a rather i r r egu l ar co ne t where i t s i n t ers ect i o n 

w i t h  the ' s i nuoue s l o t ' was undef i nab l e  ( see be l ow ,  and note that the � i z ab l e  

pebb l e l y i n g more o r  l es s  at the po i n t o f  i n te r sect i on i n  F i g .  1 0 .  ,,-s ' was 

f i rm l y  embedded i n  the u n d i s t u rbed ter race-depos i t s .  and was i t se l f u n d i st urbed 

s i nce depos i t ed the r e  f l uv i o-g l ac i a l  I y .  The s i  i ght deepe n i n g of the d i tch-

bottom as th e ter m i na l  was approached f rom the west co i n c i ded w i t h  a 5 1  i ght 

expans i on of the bot tom, though not i n  the sense that i t  act ua l l y  became w i der 

t han i t  W�8 over much of the excavated st retc h ; rather , ! he exp�ng i o n i n  the 

base near the term i na l  me r e l y r e i nstated i t s ' norma l ' w i d t h .  for the bott om had 

n a r r owed to c . O . 4m .  j u s t  as i t  had eha l  l owed s i  i ght l y  ( see abo ve ) .  over a 1 . 0-

1 . 5m l engt h .  c e n t r ed at c . 1 . 6m f rom the foot of the term i n a l  ( i . e .  c. 2 . 4m  f r om 

the top o f  the term i na l ) .  I t  i s  not known whe t her t h e  top of the d i tch a l so 

narrowed before expand i ng i n  a s i m i  l ar fash i on .  because , as a l r eady desc r i be d ,  

the med j ev� 1 f u r row had s t r i pped away t h� t  i nfo rmat i on ; a n d  i t  i s  most 

unfortunate t hat t he recorded const r i ct i on i n  the top of t he d i tch , mark i n g the 

u r row . V i r  ua y co , n e .  e W I  � pre i 

cons t r i ct i o n i n  t h e  bo t t om .  for t h i s  can make the excavat i on-p l an ( F i g .  9) 

appear somewhat m i s l ead i n g to th@ unaware . 

There was no ev i dence of r@cu t t i ng i n  e i ther the p@r i phe r a l prof i l e  or the 

f i l I of t h i s  s t re t ch of t he n o r t he r n  d i tch ( t hough , for reasonS d i scuss@d on p .  

xx i n  r espec t of tn@ sou the r n  d i tch . t h i s  do�s not necessar i I y  mean t hat 

recut t i ng can be d i !Scou nt e d  unequ i voca l l y ) .  Th@ l ay e r i ng o f  i t s f i  1 1  was 

appar ent l y s i mp l e  and con s i s tent , w i th t h ree d i s t i nct depos i t s i d@nt i f i ab l e  

th roughou t the excavated l ength . The l owes t  was a t h i n  l aye r of comparat i ve l y 

dense , e l  l ow i sh-grey . c l ayey s i  I t ,  �on ta i n i ng � r @ l a t i ve l y  h i gh numb@r o f  

pebb l e s i n  p l ac@s ; t h i s  was i n t E rm i t t e n t . spr@ad i ng acroSS t he d i t ch-bottom i n  
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some par t s  ( e . g . sect i on s  p-p ' and q-q ' ) and exlend i ng over the l ower pa r t  of 

the southern scarp i n  others ( e . g. j- j l .  k-k ' and m-m ' ) ,  but was nowh e r e  

con f i n ed to the nor th ern �car p .  The m i dd l e  depos i t  was genera l l y  t h e  th i ckes t , 

compr i s i n g f i rm .  grey , sandy s i  I t ,  w i th few and scat t e red p@bb l es ;  t he r e  was 

s i g n of any I i n es o f  sed i mentat i o n w i t h i n  i t ,  b u t  th i �  i s  no great s u r p r i se as 

i t is assuliled l liat the co lour i"9 of t h i 3 zeA@ of M=H:! d it sh-f i I I ear i ses o"t of 

l each i n g a f t e r  depo� i t i on ,  wh i ch w i  I I doubt l ess have ma�ked any such deta i l a5 

we l I as cha n g i n g the co l o ur ( p .  xx ) .  The i n ter face of the l ower and m i dd l e  

depos i ts was not a l way� easy to def i n e .  8nd t h i s  b l u r r i ng may a l so have been 

due l a rge l y  to po�t -depos i t i o n a l  wea t he r i ng .  The upper depos i t  was t he l east 

dense , comp r i s i n g a browner and sand i @ r s i l t .  rath er coarser than the 

d i s t i n ct l y  grey s i  I t  be l ow i t ,  and w i t h  ralher more pebb l es sca t t e r e d  

th rougho ut ; i t  i nc l uded occas i ona l . sma l I .  d i screte mo t t l @s of g r ey s i  I t ,  

ev i d@nt l y  brought up from be l ow by l oce l i zed a n i ma l -d i � t u rbance , wh i ch wa5 

ot h�rw i se undetectab l e  except as i nf requent depress i ons i "  the top o f  t he grey 

l ayer , notab l y  in s@ct ion s  j - j  I .  j_ j l ,  p-p ' and q_q l ( F i g .  1 0 )  and wh@re a very 

few i n d i v i d ua l burrows cou l d  be seen t o  have penetr8ted i n to the grey si I t  

( e . g . i n  sect i on n - n ' ) .  Fragments o f  charcoa l and other f l eck� of c ha r r e d  

p l � n t -rema i n s were b@spat t e r e d  uneve n l y  t h rough t h e  upp@r , brown � , I t ,  i n  some 

parts detectab l e  o n l y  upon c l ose i n sp@ct i on ,  i n  others q u i te obv i ou s  ( see 

be l ow ) ,  but none were not i ce d  i n  the g r eye r , l ower depos i t s .  Desp i te t he 

l oca l i zed ev i dence for d i s t u r bance noted above , the i n t e r face o f  the grey and 

brown depos i t s was genera l l y we l I def i ned , and was marked i n  p l ace$ by a 5 1  i g ht 

conce n t r a t i on of pebb l es ( e . g .  F i g .  I D ,  j -j ' . n-n ' and p-p ' ) .  Two poss i b l e  

i n t e r pretat i on s  of t h e  l at t e r  deta i I deserve con s i deral i o n :  per haps t hese 

pebb l es represented a ' s tand-st i 1 1  ho r i zon ' i n  t he accumu l at i on of t he f i  I I .  

u r i n  

number o f  pebb l es cou l d  congregat e .  t hough , i f  s o .  th i s  hor i z on was not fur ther 

i nd i cated by any d i s t i ngu i shab l @  charact e r i st i c� of t h e  so i I -mat r i x .  l eav i n g i t  

qu i t e unc l ear how l ong �uch a h i atus m i ght have l ast e d :  or p@rhaps they 

gathered t he r e  t h r ough the act i v i t y of worms ( scarce as t hese are at Pot l ock 

nowadays )  i n  s ort i ng t he over l y i n g brown l ayer at some �t8ge after i t s 

depos i t i on ( e . g . Atk i n son 1 957 , 22 1 -4 ;  L i mbrey 1 97 5 .  30 ) ,  t hough . i f  ao , i t  

m i ght be expected both t hat fewer pebb l e s wou l d  have rema i n ed i n  t he over l y i n g 

brown s i  I t  and that th@ potsherds ( see b� l ow )  and l ar ger fr agmen ts of charcoa l 

t he r e i n  wou l d  a l �o have m i grated downwa rds to the sam@ hor i z on . wh i ch they had 

not done . 
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I f  t he i n terpreta t i o n of t he gr@yn@ss of the l ower c . 0 . 30-0 . 50m of t h i s  

d i tch-f i I I as ev i dence of l each i n g ho l ds goo d ,  then there are reasons t o  

suppose that th i s  post-depos i t i ona l a l terat i on has g i ven emphas i s to a 

s t rat i f i cat i on that a l ready e x i s ted (much as i n  the southern d i tch i n  the 1994 

excavat i on - p .  xx ) �  rather than d i sgu i s i n g i t .  as has been i n f e r r ed i n  some 

other i n stances (Gu i I be r t  1999 , . . ) .  A l though s u ch weather i ng cou l d  perhaps 

hav@ been respons i b l e  for �om@ m i no r  changes i n  the dens i ty and texture . as 

w@ 1 I as t he co l o rat i on .  of the so i I s ,  i t  can ha r d l y  have caused the 

accumu l at i on of pebb l e s at the base o f t he brown s i  I t ,  and i t  wou l d  seem odd 

for such a l ter at i o n of t he so i I to co i n c i de w i t h  a p@bb l e-hor i zon that resu l t ed 

f r om e i ther st and-� t i  I I or worm-so r t i n g .  Moreov @r , t he top o f  the greyness d i d  

not conform to a hor i zonta l i n  severa l o f  the 1 994 sect i on s ,  com i ng c l ose s t  to 

do i ng so i n  j - j  I .  k-k ' . q_q l and r- r ' ,  but was o f t e n  seen to be d i shed 

( espec i a I I y i n sect i o ns I - I  I ,  n-n t and p-p ' ) . much as mi ght be exp�c:: L�t.1 u r l I l� 

cross prof i  l e  of a d i tch-f i I I at such a stage i n  the gradua l i n f i  I I  i ng wh i ch i s  

pre sumed to have produced the who l e  o f  the reco r ded f i l I o f  the northern d i tch . 

Samp l i n g of the f i I I of the northern d i tch , j u st as i n  t he southern , took 

two forms i n  1994. one i n i @nd@d to l e ad to t he re t r i @va l o f  charred p l an t 

rema i ns v i a  f l o tat i on .  th@ ot her w i t h  the object o f  recove r i ng po l l en . @v@n 

though prev io us at tempts at the l a t t er had met w i t h l i tt l e  succ@ss at Pot l ock 

( ib i d  . • . .  ) .  For pa l yno l og y ,  a co l umn of so i l ,  0 . 28m i n  he i ght , was c u t  f r om 

the grey s i  I t  I n  th e sect i on l ocated 1 . Om east f r om t he wes t e r n  I i m i t  o f  

excavat i on < f i g .  1 0 ,  j- j ' ) ; i t  was subs@que nt l y  l earnt that no po l l en was 

present i n  th i s  depos i t  ( see p .  x x ) . Samp l i ng f o r  f l o tat i on i nvo l ved t he 

bagg i ng of 22 l i t r@s of the most charcoa l - l a den part o f  t he uppe r .  brown s i  I t ,  

t h i s  b@ i n g l ocated i n  the two con t i guou s t ransverse b l ocks of t he d i t ch-f i I I 

between 7m and 9m east f r om th e we s t e r n  l i m i t  of excavat i on < for the purposes 

of th i s  samp l i n g .  the we st@rn and east e r n  of these b l ocks are t ermed I F I  and 

' G '  respect i v e l y  - see Tab l e s and 2 ) ,  where t he con t e n t  of charred fragme n t s  

appeared more obv i o us a n d  dense i n  the ground t han i t  d i d  I n  t he rema i n i ng 

1 0 . 7m of the excavated l e ngth of th i s  depos i t ;  t hough th i s  i s  not to i mp l y  that 

there was none i n  the rema i n der of the l ayer . wh i ch e x tended thr ough t he ent i r e 

excavated l e ngth of the d i t ch , cons i s tent l y  s t r a t i f i ed at a re l a t i ve l y- h i gh 

l eve l ( i n  re tro�p@c:l [ t;{ .  1-" .  JUt ] , i t  may have b'l!!iI!!!!n adv i :liab l �  to he.vl!!! sa.mp l ed 

t he brown s i  I t  more @xt ens i v e l y ,  not l east because th i s  i s  the depos i t  t hat 

y i e l d ed sherds of Beake r ,  more than ha l f  of them from the same 2m stretch as 

t he samp l es that we re co l l ected , wh i l e  o t hers occurred at around S . Sm f rom t he 
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we stern l i m i t  [ i . e .  2-3m west from t he samp l e d b l ock$ l - see be l ow ) . Ange l s  

Monckton has i dent i f i ed odd cerea l gra i ns and nut she l I s  toge ther w i t h  the seeds 

of va r i o us weeds cha�ac t e r i s t i c  of d i s t u r bed grou n d t  poss i b l y  a l so some o f  op@n 

grass l an d ,  among th e charred p l ant-macro foss i I s  recovered f r om th i s  depos i t  ( p .  

xx , Tab l e  2 ) ;  wh i l e  Rowena Ga l e ' s  exam i nat i o n of the charcoa l has shown t hat 

hawt horn-t ype , poss i b l y  a l so one of w i l l ow or pop l a r ( p .  xx , Tab l e  I ) .  

A�tefact5 recov@r@d f r om the 1994 excavat i o n o f  the northern d i tch i nc l ud@ 

both f l i nt work and po t t e r y . but no t h i ng e l s e ( u n l e ss t h i r teen f i r e-cracked 

pebb l e s are co n s i dered to be art efacts - one found w i t h i n  the grey s i l t  et 

O . 08m above the d i t ch-bo t t om and the others w i t h i n  the brown s i  I t ) .  The ten 

i t ems of f l  i n twork i n c l ude f i ve too l s ,  a l  I found towards the top of the uppe r ,  

brown s i l t ,  and each regarded by Dery l Ga rt on as a poss i b l e  Late-Neo l i t h i c  

p i ece ( p .  xx ; F i g .  1 5 . DP R , DPP . DPM , DPQ , DLG ) . Neverthe l ess . f i nds of Meso l i t h i c  

mat er i a l  f r om ear l i @ r  excavat ions across the same d i tch s tand as a f i rm 

r@mi ncler that i t  can con t a i n  res i d ua l i t ems ( ib ; d. t • •  ) j  and i t  must be 

reckoned t hat f l  i n t wo rk , be i n g most l y  sma l I and durab l e ,  i s  pert i cu l ar l y  prone 

to re-depos i t i o n w i thout obv i ous a l terat i on .  Yet the fac t that three of th@s@ 

too l s  ( t wo edge-retouched f l ake-k n i ves and an e n d-and-s i de scrape r )  l ay w i t h i n  

a sho r t  l e ngth of the d i tch (DPR. DPP and DPM. re spect i ve l y  at 6 . 63m, 6 . 69m and 

6 . 76m from the wes tern I i m i t  of excavat i o n ) , end none farther than 1 . 77m apart 

acros5 t he d i t ch , must at l east g i ve pause to co ns i de r  whe t he r  th�se l ay where 

f i r st depos i t ed ( t h@ other two too l s  we re at 5 . 93m and O . 20m f r om the wes t e r n  

I i m i t ) ,  The t h i r t y  po tsherds i n c l ude a var i e ty . most of wh i ch are separ8b l e  

i n to g r oups typo l o g i ca l l y .  j u s t  as t he y  are s t r a t i g raph i ce l  I y .  The e8r l i er 

group . rom @ g r ey 5 

th e brown s i  I t ,  i s  a m i x t u r @  of forms of B@aker p l us a few i ndeterm i nate 

5crap s .  S i n ce i t  i s  app,@c i a ted t hat the s t r at i f i ed con t @ x t s  of t he�e groups 

of pot t e r y , and espec i a l l y  the ear l i e r on@ , are of cons i derab l e  s i gn i f i cance to 

the Pot l ock cu rsus 8nd i t s re l a t i ons w i t h t he Neo l i t h i c  wor l d  of i t s creat i on .  

8nd are th erefore v i ta l  to the va l ue of the 1 994 excavat i on ,  the d i st r i bu t i on 

of each deserves deta i I @d exp l anat i on .  

The s i x  sherd$ of Pete rborough War@ , pr obab l y  81 I f rom a s i n g l e  pot ( p .  xx ) ,  

were each recorded pre c i s e l y  in s i t u ,  be i ng observed as they wer@ uncovered . so 

th8t the i r f i nd-spots cou l d  be me8sured t h ree-d i me n s i ona l l y  before they were 

I i f t@d ( i . e .  not d i s l o dged dur i ng d i gg i ng ,  as i s  o f t e n  the case i n  excavat i ng a 
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d i tch . w i t h  the i nev i t ab l e  resu l t  t hat the recorded f i nd-�pot may be accurate 

on l y  to a few cen t i me t r es ) , and i t  can t herefore be dec l ared unequ i v oca l l y  that 

t hey we re a l  I secu re l y  enve l oped i n  the grey s i  I t .  They l ay w i t h i n  a sma l I 

area , cen t ra l l y  w i th i n  t h e  d i tch . c l ose to I Om east fr om the western I i m i t  of 

�xcavat i on �  F i ve are r i m-sherds , and t he farthest apa r t  of these were O � 2Bm 

dislalll .  wld le LI.e thl e@ tnat: can b@ jeiAeei (Fig� 14 00 '.00( , 001<) fe l ' w i t h i n  a 

space of O . 1 6m ;  and a l  I f i ve were w i t h i n a O . 06m range i n  terms of abso l u te 

l eve l (40 . 84-40 . 90m OD) ,  p l ac i ng them w i t h i n  O . 09-0 . 1 5m of the d i tch-bo t t om . as 

that was recorded d i rect l y  benea t h  t he i r  respect i v e f i nd-spots . However , the i r  

spread across t he d i t ch conformed t o  a gen t l e  s l ope , wh i ch cou l d  we l I have been 

the s u rface of the d i tch- f i l  I at t he t i me these sherds entere d the d i tch , 

i mp l y i ng that they may a l  I have done so at much the same momen t ,  i t se l f  

otherw i s@ unmarked i n  an apparen t l y  un i n t e r r u pted per i od of s i  I t -accumu l at i on 

( t hough t he post-d@pos i t i ona l a l t@rat i on of th@ f i  I I ,  as d i scus5ed above, cou l d  

have concea l ed other 5 1  i ght changes at t h i s  hor i z o n ) . The s i x t h  she r d ,  

i de n t i f i ab l e  w i t h the o t hers so l e l y by i t s match i n g fabr i c  ( p .  xx ) ,  l a y O . 32m 

f rom t he nearest of t he r i m-sherds , O . 5 1 m fr om the f u r the st , and was embedded 

O . 07m deeper w i t h i n  t h e  grey s i  I t  t han the deepest of t hose o t he r s ,  w i t h the 

resu l t  t hat i t  was on l y  O . 04m above the d i t ch-bo t t om, and probab l y  entere d the 

d i tch at a rather ear l i e r  s t age than them. G i ven that the depth of s i  I t  

separat i ng each of the Peterborough sherds fr om the f l oor of t he d i tch i s  

l i ke l y to have accumu l at ed i n  a mat t e r  of a few years on such a s i t e ,  where 

d i tch-scarps cu t t hrough ter race-depos i t s are l i ab l e  to have weathered rap i d l y ,  

t he s t ra t i f i ed con text o f  t hese sherds can be regarded as tantamount to 

i n d i cat i ng t hat they reached the i r  f i n a l  rest i n g-p l aces not l o ng a f t e r  the 

d i gg i ng ( o r ,  at l east ,  t he f i na l  d i gg i n g - p .  xx) of t h i s  d i tch . Th i s  

cone 

sha l l ower here t han to west or east . so that t he � i  I t  may have begu n to 

accumu l at e  just a I i t t l e  l a ter at th i s  spot than at most ; though. i n  the 

g@nera l cont@xt of preh i s tor i c  archaeo l ogy , any such d@ l ay can b@ cons i dered 

neg l i g i b l e l . 

I n  v i ew of the sma l I number and s i z e of thes@ Peterborough sherds . and g i ven 

the i mpo rt ance that m i ght be attached to them ( p .  xx ) .  i t  i s  n e cessary a l so t o  

ex p l a i n  some t h i n g o f  th@ i r  cond i t i o n .  for the po t@nt i a l  per i I of re5 i dua l i ty 

must b@ confronte d i n  such � i rcums tances . Of th@ ava i l ab l e  she r d s . th@ three 

con j o i n i n g p i eces c l ear l y  ho l d  the key to t h i s  i s sue , and. where i n tact and 

un i mp@ded by i r on-pan ( p .  xx ) .  eech appears l a rg@ l y  unweat h�red and un8braded , 
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w i t h breaks sharp enough to 8 1  l ow reassemb l y .  surfaces f i rm ,  and thE f i n e l y  

i n c i sed decorat i on p r i s t i ne ,  sugges t i ng that they had not l ong been broken 

b@fore f i nd i n g the i r  way i n to th@ d i t c h l  for such sherds wou l d  sure l y  have 

eroded eas i I y  had they been e i t her sub jected t o  subsequent m i str eatment or 

exposed a t  the sur fac@ for any l ength o f  t i me (a s i ng l e  frost wou l d  seem enough 

ef fect i ve l y  t o  de�t roy t hem , show i n g that the si I t i ng of the d i tch must have 

covered them rap i d l y ) ,  I t  shou l d  be ev i dent f r om the i r  i l l u st rat i o n that a 

l arge par t  of the outer face of one ( shown to the l ef t  i n  F i g .  1 4 )  has broken 

o f f  (a l ong a l am i nat i on i n  the fabr i c ) ,  whereas t he equ i v a l ent po r t i o n of th e 

face of t h e  abut t i ng sherd i s  preserved ; and i t  can be asserted t hat th i s  l oss 

occurr@d b e fore t he sherd i n  quest i on WaS depos i t ed wh@re found . for i t s 

damaged face was l ow@rmo s t , and i t  was I i f ted carefu l l y ,  revea l i n g no t r ace of 

t he m i ss i ng face , wh i l e  sma l I patches of i ron-pan have formed on the break . 

S i nce t he r e  are no grounds for sugge st i n g that the depos i t i o n  of th@se sherds 

here was anyth i ng but a cas@ of casua l d i sposa l ,  i t  rema i n s equ a l l y  poss i b l e  

that t h@ y  der i ve f r om e i t her a rece nt l y_smashed pot or a s i ng l e .  l e �g@r , 

re� i dua l sherd that was f r esh l y  broken i n t o  p i eces shor t l y  before r@ach i n g the 

d i tch . I t  m i gh t  even be argued t hat the p r ovenance of t he s o l  i t sry non-r i m  

sherd . t,I",,,,1''' '" i n  the d i tch f i  1 1 ,  attest .. the prob<lb i I i t y that fragm"nb, of t h i "  

ve��� 1 reached the d i tch on mote than on@ occas i o n .  th@reby perhaps he i ghten i n g 

the poss i b i l i t y  that t hey wer e  a l ready o f  some age by t hat t i me . Conseque nt l y ,  

i t  i s  necessary t o  ma i n t a i n  a n  open m i n d  rega r d i n g the re l a t i v e ag�s of these 

"herds of Peterborough War e  and the n o r t h e r n  cursu$-d i t ch . 

The n i neteen shE!rds be l i e ved to be Beaker ( p .  xx ) were a l so st e a t  i f  i ad 

unamb i g uous l y ,  each i n  t h e  upper brown s i  I t .  Aga i n ,  t hey l ay w i  t h i n  a 

or r a  e r  w o  re:!! r l c  e 

wh i ch were separat@ fr om t hat occup i ed by t he sherds of Peterborough Ware ( t h  .. 

nearest o f  the I a.t t e r  was 1 .  2 1 m east f rom t he most easter l y  f ragme n t  o f  

Beaker ) ,  wh i ch i t  shou l d  b e  reca l l e d a l so l ay l ower s t r at i graph i ca l  J y .  A 

wes t e r n  group was s i t u ated between 5m and 6m east from the western l i m i t  of 

i e:l i es 

of Beaker are recogn i z ab l e ) p r i n c i pa l l y  by the i r  sur face t rE!Btme n t .  i n  one case 

corr ugated and i n  t he ot her decorated w i t h i n c i sed and i mpressed I i nes and 

hatch i n g ;  and each group w i t h i n  the d i tc h i n c l uded f r agments of each v�'" i " l y .  

I n  the wes t e r n  group, sca t t e r ed across O . 77m of t he ce n t r a l  par t  o f  the d i tch

f i  I I but on l y  O .  l l m a l o n g  i t s l e ngt h ,  three p i eces of co r r u gated Beaker 

( i nc l u d i ng a fragment of base - F i g .  1 4 . DQC )  l ay at 4 1 . 09-4 1 . 1 3m OD. wh i l e  that 
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w i t h i nc i s ed deco rat i o n was a m ;  p ac I ng em a w ,  

O . 03-0 . 07m above the base of the brown s i  I t .  I n  the e as t e r n  grou p ,  a l so 

$cattered acr05� the d i tch ( 1 . 20 m )  and more sca t t e r e d  a l ong i t  ( 1 . 2Sm) . s i x  

p i eces of the co r r ugated type ( i nc l ud i n g a r i m-sherd - F i g .  1 4 . DLU) l ay et 

4 1 . 1 3-4 1 . 1 7m 00. wh i le the e i g ht w i t h i n c i sed/ i mpressed decorat i on whose 

l o�at i on g  were reeorded ( F i g .  1 4 . 0LS . DLX . OPU , DPV; p l us another [ EDWl r e t r i eved 

f rom the res i due of w@t-s i e v i ng ,  50 not as prec i se l y  l oca� e d )  were a t  4 1 . 05� 

4 1 . 1 Sm ;  p l ac i n g t hem a l  I w i t h i n  O . 04-0 . 1 6m above the base o f  the brown s i  I t .  

Two sherds of corrugated Beaker found O . 32m apar t , and at the same l e ve l . i n  

the eas t e r n  group can be jo i n e d ,  and a r e  shown thus i n  F i g .  14 ( OLT and OLV ) .  

A I  I bar o n e  of the sherds of decorated Beaker f rom t h e  eas t e r n  group are 

suff i c i e nt l y  a l  i ke in the i r  ves i cu l ar fabr i c  as to seem poss i b l y  to der i ve f rom 

a s i n g l e  vesse l .  desp i t e the d i ve r s i t y i n  t he i r  decorat i on ( p .  xx ) ,  wh i l e  t he 

n i n th of t hese i s  i n  a mor e  eas i l y  weathered fabr i c  and may not b@ l ong ; but . i n  
any case , th e i r  m i n g l  i ng there w i t h p i eces f r om et l east one corrugated pot 

wou l d  make i t  no surpr i se for there to be more than one of t h@ 

i nc i sed/ i mpressed k i n d i n  t h i s  d@pos i t .  

I t  i �  not e��y t o  imag i ne how l ong i !  m i ght have taken f o r  t h� nvp r R I I d�pth 

of s i  I t  separat i ng these sherd� of Beaker f r om t he d i tch-f l oor (m i n i mum of 

O . 38m) to have accumu l a ted.  and the poss i b i  l i t y that the brown s i  I t  repre�ents 

a renewed p�r i od o f  s i l t i ng . fo l l ow i ng a spe l I o f  s t ab i l i t y end consequent upon 

f r esh eros i on round abou t .  has a l ready been cons i dered . I f  there was a h i atus 

o f  unknown durat i on i n  the processes o f  i n f i  I I ; ng ,  the change i n  the po t t e r y ,  

from Peterborough to Beake r .  mey b e  s i gn i f i cant . but t h e r e  a r e  too few sherds 

for th i s  change t o  be con s i dered as adequat e l y  docume n t ed anyway . I t  can on l y  

e 0 serv@ ur e r  a e arge y 

most of t he Beaker sherds , comb i ned w i th the fact t hey er@ more numerous and 

more scat tered t han those of Pete rborough Ware i n  the excavated l e n g t h  of t he 

d i tch ,  does tend to suggest t hat they may be broad l y  contemporery w i t h the 

deve l opme n t  of t he brown s i l t ,  rather than be i n g a l l res i dua l ( c f. p .  xx ) .  

The area of the causeway bounded et the west by the d i t ch-term i na l  and 

pass i ng under the eas t e r n  I i m i t  of excavat i o n  for an unk nown d i stance ( s ee 

above ) accomnodat e d  severa l featu r e s ,  each sha l l ow�!r· L i ldll  lhe cu,. .!!I U �  d i tch end 
each perhaps form i ng some e l eme nt of an ent rance i n t o ,  or ex i t  from ,  the cursus 

( F i g .  9) . These i nc l ude th ree short l engths of br oad and she l l ow gu l l y .  one so 

short i n  r e l at i on to i t s w i d t h as prob�b l y  to have ea rne d t he ep i t het ' p i t ' .  
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end of the adjacent t r i o  of gu l l i e s ) .  The s i nuous s l o t wou l d  l hus be l ong w i l h  

a re l at i ve l y  l ate stage o f  l he e n t rance , after a t  l east the northern o f  the 

group of three gu l I i e s had fu l l y s i  I t ed <wh i c h may not have requ i r ed many 

year s ) , and perhaps when the weathe r i ng-back of the d i tch-term i n a l  was we l I 
advan ced , w i t h the resu l t  l hat the c l o se prox i m i t y of the i r  e n ds wou l d  be a l  I 

the mor@ str ikillg (olller wis@ i t  iIIUSt be asstlm@d that their clisJ3a5it i s�  W!I!i in 
some meas u r e  co i n c i dent a l ) .  I f  the concept of a passage-way i n  the @ar l i er 

stage i s  v a l  i d .  then i t  i s  ev i dent that t h i s  was b l ock@d by the l a ter 

� r rangemen t ,  wh i ch may t h e r efore have i n vo l ved a cons i derab l e  re v i s i o n I n  the 

organ i z at i on of the e " t rance , w i t h the s l ent i n g I i n e of th@ con j ectured fence 

bedded i n  the s i nuous s l ot per haps i n t ended lo l i ghten con t r o l over access 

and/or egress to and from t he con f i n es of the cur su s , espec i a l l y  i f  i t  operated 

i n  tandem w i t h the northernmOst gu l l y ,  for t hese two were separated by on l y  

1 . 7m .  I n e v i tab l y ,  a good dea l o f  unc@r ta i n ty has a l r@ady ente red i n to these 

sugge st i on s ,  and a l ter nat i v es are nol hard to f i n d .  Thus , for examp l e ,  lhe 

northernmost gu l l y cou l d  have fu nct i on@d i n  re l at i on to the set o f  t hree , maybe 

after (or . rather , before ! )  the fe �h i on of a Roman t u t u / us; or the po rt i o n o f  

i t  that fe l I w i t h i n  th i s  excav at i on cou l d  be but a fract i o n of a far more 

@xtens i v e l i near f@8ture wh i ch .  on such a grave l - terrace .  known to nou$@ a 

pa l i mpse st of archaeo l og i ca l  featu r@s , may bear no re l a t i o n to the curS U 5 .  

S i m i  l a r l y .  no mat ter how suggest i v @ a pos i t i o n i t  may occupy , th@ a t tr i b ut i o n 

of a s i n g l e  postho l e  to a par t i cu l ar pnase of act i v i t y can rar e l y  b@ 

con v i n c i n g .  @spec i a l  I y  when t r u neat @d , rega r d l ess of whe ther i t � fundamen t a l  

i n t erpretat i on be adjudged poss i b l @  o r  certa i n .  I t  must a l s o be acknow l e dged 

t hat lhe s i n uou� s l o t cou l d  have been constructed co"� i d@rab l y  l a t e r  t han lhe 

cursus . and t h i s  need not i mpe i r  any observat i o ns made above . for the d i tch-end 

may av@ r@ma i n e V I  

after t he d i tch was cut . and maybe we l I after the cursuS was abandoned . These 

d i f f i cu l t i @s can on l y  be excerbated by t he absence of art efacts (not one came 

from any of these fea tures on and around the c8 useway ) ,  and th@r@ i s  nO mean� 

of g8ug i n g the durat i o n of any of t he sus pected struct ura l ep i sodes . 

Consequ@n t l y ,  i l  wou l d  be undu l y  adven t u rou� to take i n ter pretat i on beyond th i s  

po i n t  ( t hough some further comments a n d  a poss i b l e  an� l ogu@ a r e  v e n t ur@d i n  t he 

conc l u d i n g d i �cuss i on - p .  xx ) .  

Before t hese s i x  f�at ures are descr i bed i n d i v i d ua l l y .  a f u r t her compo nent of 

the excavat i o n-p l ans shou l d  be not i ced . for a back f i  I l e d t r@nch averag i ng c . 1 m  

w i dt h ,  had been excavated mechan i ca l l y  i n  1 969 <Whee l e r 1970 ) ,  cu l t i n g down 
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i n to t he t @ r race�depos i t s and runn i n g par a l l e l  to the we � t @ r n  s i de of Fr i zams 

Lane , cro�s i ng t he area o f  t he 1 994 excavat i o n .  I t  had removed a � I  i ce th rough 

both the n o r t hernmost gu l l y of the e n t r ance-comp l ex and the s i n uous s l o t near 

i t s n o t t h-e8�tern term i na l ,  and had m i ssed t he eas tern end of t he l o ngest of 

t he other gu l l i es by a few cen t i met res (F i gs 5 and 9 ) .  The ent i r e l e ngth of 

15 renc W I 

order that the s i des and f l oor m i ght be c l eaned and exam i ned ; and t h i s  gave 

con s i derab l e  con f i dence that no f u r t her archaeo l og i ca l  features had been cut by 

i t  t here ( u n l ess , of course , removed who l l y ) . Th i s  re-re co rd i n g of t he 1 969 

t r ench was to have s i gn i f i cant repercu s s i ons for t h@ prey i o u� l y  rece i v�d 

understa nd i ng of t h i �  curSU5 , but these wi I I best be exp l ored i n  descr i b i n g th e 

sa l vage -recor d i n g of 1 995 , wh i c h �erved to amp l i f y t h i s  a�pect of the resu l t s 

( p .  x x ;  and see Gu i I bert 1 996/ 7 ) . 

The t h r e e  west-east ' gu l  I i e � ' ,  appare n t l y  oppos i n g the d i tch-term i n a l , were 

suff i c i e nt l y  a l  i ke to enab l e  the i r  descr i p t i o n together (F i g .  9 ) . I n  each 

case , th@ f i  I I compr i �@d brown sandy s i  I t ,  w i t h a redd i s h t i nge i n  p l ac@ s ,  and 

w i t h  I i t t l e  grave l compone nt , so that i t  co n t r asted we l I w i t h the more orang e ,  

more var i ab l e .  and g@ne r a l  I y  mo�@ coar se . s i  I t y sand and grave l o f  th@ ter race

depos i t s hereabou t s .  A l though a l i t t l e  d�rke r ,  th i s  f i  I I was not un l i ke that 

i n  the upper par t  of the cursus-d i t ch . but no s i gn of charred organ i c  f r agme nts 

cou l d  be seen . A l t hough t he northe r n  of the three Was cons i de r ab l y  l o ng er , at 

c . 5 . 3m ,  than the other two , at c . 3 . 0m and c. I . 9m ,  i t  was I i t t l e  or no deeper at 

c . O . 40m be l ow t he bes@ of mode rn p l oughso i I .  as compared w i t h c.O . 40m and 

c . O . 35m for the m i dd l e  and southern gu l l i es respect i v e l y . I n  each case ,  the 

grad i e n t  of the s i des var i e d from steep to gent l e ;  end the bot tom of the l e rger 

one was ra @r un u a I n g t  w e re 

out l i n e ,  each can reasonab l y  be descr i b ed as banana-s haped , and i t  rema i n s 

unc l ear whe ther t h i s  was purpose f u l  or whe ther the d i gg i n g o f  t he gu l l i es 

l acked p r ec i s i on . I f  the l a tter i s  true , i t  may be t hat these gu l I i e s served 

more as a source of mat e r i a l  for some supe r f i c i a l  co nst ruct i o n than as a 

ca re f u l  I y-cont r i ved �nd funct i ona l e l eme nt o f  the ent rance-way i n  the i r  own 

r i ght . and i t  i s  a� we l I to bear t h i s  i n  m i n d i n  cons i de r i ng the form t hat th i �  

m i ght have taken . 

The l e ngth of th e n o r t hernmost ' gu l l y '  project i n g i n to t he excavat i o n from 

t he east had been cut t h rough by the 1 969 t rench , remov i n g c . 1 . 1 m f r om i t  and . 

at f i r st s i ght . l e av i n g the two pa r t s  to l ook i n  the excavat i on-p l an of 1 994 

- 13 -



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

PTK'ncd ' O /98 

( F i g .  9) as though they d i d  not be l o ng t ogether . because offset cur i o u s l y .  

Howev er , the form and f i l  I of the two parts were so s im i l ar as to 5uggest t hat 

t hey wer e once connected , and i t  can be suggested that the degree of 

m i sa l i gnment i mp l  i c i t  in  the r ecorded I i n es wou l d  not be out o f  keep i n g  w i t h 

the i r reg u l ar shape of the northern of t he t r i o  of gu l I i e s descr i bed i n  t he 

r -�. -r • r 

were of a p i ece . But none 

'; n��r� · Hd ��.Qjbi I i ty th .. t a l l fou r QU 1 1  i es 

of th i s  can deny the poss i b i  l i ty that the two pa rts 

of the nor thernmos t gu l l y were rea l l y  qu i t e separate featur e s ,  n e i ther of wh i c h 

crossed t h e  1 969 t r e nch . Bo th pa r t � ,  i n c l u d i n g the actua l te rm i na l . we re 

re l at i ve l y  steep and narrow towards the base . and sp l ayed out at O . I O-O . 1 Sm 

above the bo tt om . to g i v e the w i de ,  open prof i l e ,  or weathe r i ng-cone .  that i s  

oft en the end- pr od uct o f  eros i o n  upon a former l y-narrower feature that had been 

l e ft open t o  t he e l eme n t s .  I t s base was fa i r l y  l e ve l . penetrat i ng to c . O . 38m 

be l ow the base o f  p l oughso i I on e i the r s i de o f  the o l d  tr ench . I t s f i  I I  o f  

sandy s i l t y w i t h  occas i ona l and scat tered pebb l e s was much I i ke that of the 

o t her three gu l l i es , though r i cher brown i n  hue . I t  was we l I def i n ed i n  the 

grou n d .  aga i n  creat i ng a good con t r ast w i t h the coarser t e r r ace-depos i t s .  

The I s i nuou� � I ot ' r lJnn i n g ob l i que l y  to the others was a l so r e n t  i n  two by 

the 1 969 t r e nch . but t he i r  good s i  i gnmen t . as we l I as cons i s ten t form and f i  I I .  

g i v e no cause to dou bt that the two parts be l on g  toge ther i n  t h i s  i n s tance 

( F i g . 9 ) '  In pr of i l e ,  t h i s  s l o t was cons i s te n t l y  u· "nape <l .  W I t" s l <les s , op l ng 

steep l y  and even l y  to th e top and w i t h  bot tom var i ab l y  rounded or f l at t e n e d .  

I t  var i ed a l i t t l e  i n  w i d t h .  averag i ng c.O . 4S-0 . 6Sm. a l ong i ts l engt h ;  a n d  i t  

was cut cons i stent l y  c . O . 30-0 . 40m deep i n to the terrace-depos i t s .  I t s 

appare nt l y -un i form f i  I I of sandy s i l t  was not i ceab l y  pa l e r than t hat o f  �ny of 

the four g u l  I i e s descr i b ed above , and aga i n  no cherr@d mat e r i a l s  wer e  noted at 

any po i n t i n  the excavated c . 1 1m l e n g t h .  Much of i t  was excavated I n  p l an . 

w i t h  a v i ew to the pos s i b i l i t y of reco r d i ng var i at i ons i n  i t s f i l I that m i ght 

have i n d i cst@d the former pos i t i ons of t i mbers bedd@d w i th i n  i t ,  but none were 

found ; and the sca t t e red d i spos i t i on of the pebb l �B w i t h i n  i ts f i l I .  more 

sparse i n  some l e ngth s t han others , b u t  nowhere p l en t i f u l . gave no reason t o  

suppose that they had been used a s  pack i ng around l i mberwork . As expressed 

above . i t  i s  so l e l y  the propo rt ions of the emp ty s l ot that seem sugges t i ve of a 

foundat i o n-funct i o n ,  and i t  can but be suppo�@d that any t i mb e r �  p r o j ect i ng 

from i t .  and assumed vert i ca l  r were chocked i n to p l ace w i t h wooden pack@ r s ,  

wh i c h wou l d  presumab l y  have decayed a t  a comparab l e  rate t o  the upr i ghts , 

a l l ow i n g so ; I to i n f i  I t rate a l  I pa rts of the s l ot at a s i m i  l ar ra t e ,  and 
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l eav i ng I i t t l e  p rospect for any d i f f e r e n t i at i on between po� t s  and packers to be 

p reserv@d archaeo l og i ca l l y . The a l tern at i ve i s  to regard th i s  feat u r e  as 

hav i ng been an open qu i I y ,  though t h i s  m i ght be expect ed to have g i ven i t  a 

weat her i ng-cone . I f  i t  was l e f t  open , and of such a s i z e that wou l d  sure l y  

mean i t  cou l d  not have rema i ned so for any great l e ngth of t i me , and t h i s  must 

ma e I @ven more I CU 

f u r t h@ r  comment upon i t s i nterpr@tat i on .  �e@ p .  xx . )  

The ' poss i b l e  postho l e '  requ i res I i t t l e  descr i pt i on as t here i s  I i t t l e  to 

te l I .  I t  had been t r u n cated by the fur row, l e av i n g a fea ture of no more than 

O . l Om dee p ,  w i t h f l at baBe and of ova l out l i n e meas ur i n g c.O . 75xO . 50m < F i g .  9) . 

I t s f i  I I of brown . sandy s i  I t  co nt rasted stark l y  w i t h the ter race-depos i t s ,  

wh i ch we r e  more t han usua l l y grave l l y  hereabouts , but gav� away no t h i n g of i t � 

f o rmer f u nct i on .  I n  truth . i t  cou l d  as ea s � l y  have be@n the base of a p i t  as a 

postho l e .  though t he reason i n g emp l o yed above i n  respect of the s i nuous s l o t at 

l east a l l ows of t he poss i b i l i t y  that i t  he l d  some form of t i mberwo r k .  

One o t her l i n@ar fea ture was recor ded i n  the i mmed i a t@ v i c i n i t y o f  the 

northern cu rsus-d i t c h ,  and has so far been me nt i oned on l y  i n  pass i n g .  I n  i t s 

propor t i on s .  t h i s  waS mor@ comparab l e  to the s i nuous s l ot than to any of tn@ 

gu l I i es . � n d  i t  too t her@f ore de5erve� cons i derat i o n as a foundat i on-s l o t .  

though 8g� i n  the nature o f  i ts f i  I I cou l d  prov i de no conf i rmat i o n o f  t h i s  

poss i b i l i t y .  I t  l ay par a l l e l  t o .  and over l app e d .  the southern edge of the 

d i t ch for some 7 . 5m .  ta k i n q away i t s I ; p but remov i ng l i t t l e  pr@v i o us l y 

u n d i stu rbed groun d beyond i t  (F i g .  9 ) .  w i t h the resu l t  that i t � nor t hern s i de 

l a y w i t h i n t he f i  I I of the d i t ch ( s ee sect i ons i - i ' t o  n-n ' i n  F i g .  1 0 ) , I t s 

own un l orm rown , san y S I  W I  

c l @ar l y  cut through the co n t r ast i n g ,  grey . m i dd l e  part of the d i t ch- f i I I ,  b u t  

was n o t  d i s t i n gu i s hab l e  a t  a n y  po i n t  from t h e  compa rab l e  upper par t . 

Cons@quen t l y ,  there can be no certa i n ty t hat the d i t ch was ent i r e l y  f i  I l ed by 

the t i me t h i s  gu l l y /s l o t was made _ I n  other wo rds , i t  i s  not i n conce i vab l e  

thst th i s  feature was of asymme t r i ca l  he i ght i n  cross-p rof i l e  ( h i g her to the 

south ) ,  per haps be i n g dug i n to the d i tch at a t i me when the l a t t e r  was not 

f i  I l ed to c�pac i t y .  I f  � o ,  th i s  m i ght h@ l p  to ex p l a i n  how i t  w�s that th i s  

feature appears to have fo l l owed the edge of t he d i tch . The a l ternat i ve 

poss i b i  I i t y i s  that the d i t ch was f u l  I .  and therefore i nv i s i b l e  at the ground

surface , when the gu l I y /s l o t was creat e d .  and that i t s f i l  I had merged w i t h 

that i n  the upper par t o f  the d i tch ; i n  wh i c h case , the fact t ha t  i t s l i ne 
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e me r e  CO l ne .  ence 7 an 

acceptab l e  exp l anat i on anyway , s i nce the gu l l y /s l o t d i d  beg i n  t o  d i v e r ge f rom 

t he d i tch towards the eas t e r n  l i m i t  of i t � recorded l e ngt h .  The former opt i on 

wou l d  seem to o f f e r  the better chance t ha t  t h i s  feat u r e  was p r eh i stor i c  ( i t 

y i e l ded no ar tefact s ) , and perheps even of broad l y  s i m i  l ar date t o  t he Beaker

bear i �g upper l ayer i n  the d i tch-f i 1 1 ;  i n  wh i ch case , i t  wou l d b" of i n terest 

to remark that the brownness of i t s f i  I I extended r i ght to the bottom (at wh i ch 

l eve l there was on l y  the meag r e s t  t i n ge of grey ) . even where i t  was seen at i t s 

deepest ( c. O . 35m be l ow t h e  base o f  p l oughso i l towards the western e n d  at the 

excavated l e ngth) . where i t  penetrated some O . 1 5-0 . 20m be l ow the l eve l to wh i ch 

t he f i  I I o f  the cur sus-d i tch had t u r n e d  grey , for th i s  m i ght i mp l y  t hat the 

l each i ng ac t ua l l y  happened not too l ong after the age of t he cu rS U5 . The 

second opt i o n obv i ous l y  opens the poss i b i  l i t y  that t h i s  gu l l y/s l ot be l ongs t o  

some dat@ l a ter t ha n  the depos i t i o n  o f  t h� Beaker �h@rd5 , a n d  t he comparat i v e 
l ack o f  greyness o f  i t s f i  I I m i gh t  then be the more expect e d . Th i s  l i near 

feat u r e  was recorded to a l i t t l e  over Bm eastwards f r om the wes tern I i m i t  of 

excavat i o n t  becom i ng progre ss i v@ l y  5ha l l ow@r eastwar d s .  Beyond th i s  po i n t ,  i t  

became l os t  to the f u r row because , hav i n g sha l l owed t o  l e ss than O . 20m at 7m 

�d5t ( r i g .  1 0 ,  n-n l ) ,  th i �  f e a t u r �  w •• I �ss deep t h�n th@ d@epest s t r i p  of th@ 

med i eva l p l ough i ng ( see p �  xx ) .  Desp i te a part i cu l a r search , no � i gn of an 

equ i v a l e n t  gu l l y/s l o t  cou l d  be l ocated i n  t he eas t e r n  s l ope of the base of the 

f u r row , nor beyond i t  to the east . I t  can on l y  be assumed e i ther t hat i t  

termi nated a I i t t l e  short o f  the po i n t whe r e , or even at much the same d i stance 

east as , t he north cursus-d i t ch had ear l i @r done (wh i ch may seem a te l l i n g 

re l a t i on sh i p ) .  and w i t h i n  the part of t h e  fur row deep enough to have erased i t s 

own term i na l . or t hat i t  t u r ned sou t h  o r  north and , co i n c i dent a l l y  aga i n .  ran 

I S  ance W I  I n  

amb i gu i t i e s  s u r round t h i �  feature for i t  to ach i e ve any fur ther reckon i ng i n  

th i s  repo r t .  though a poss i b l e  ana l ogue i n  respect of t he sQuth@rn cursus

d i tch , a l 8s equa l l y  undatab l e .  i s  noted on p .  xx . 
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P i ts B@yond Cursus-D i tches 

I t  has been exp l a i ned above t hat care fu l c l ean i n g of the arb i t rary , mach i n e

s t r i pped excavat i on-sur face revea l e d few feat ures hav i n g any potent i a l  for an 

assoc i at i o n  w i t h the curSU5 , o t her than those i n  the v i c i n i t y of the term i na l  

ar chaeo l og i ca l  featur@s were recorded , each be i n g a we t I - def i n ed p i t  l y i n g 

b@yond the l i m i t s  of the cursus , one to the so u t h  and one to the nor t h .  Each 

had a d i s t i nct i ve charac t e r . qu i t e un l i ke the oth er ; the southern proved to be 

en i gmat i c  and requ i r @s l e ss descr i p t i o n  than the nor t hern t w h i c h  conta i n ed 

quant i t i es of f i r e -effe cted mater i a l s  p l u s sherds of a Co l l ared Urn . 

Th@ sou t hern p i t  was rough l y  c i rcu l ar i n  out l i n e ,  meas u r i n g c . l . 28x l . 25m as 

r@corded at the surv i v i n g sur face of the t@rrace-depo� i t s t  and es�ent i a l  I y  

bow l -shap e d .  though unev en l y  stepped . i n  pro f i l e ,  penet rat i n g u p  t o  c.O . 25m 

be l ow t he base of modern p l oughso i l  ( F i g s 5 and 1 2  - the i l l us t r ated prof i l e  

dep i cts t he stepp i n g at i t s most acce n t u ated . g i v i n g the p i t  a more po i n ted 

appearance than was so overa l 1 ) _  The f i  I I we� h a l f-sect i o n e d ,  remov i n g each 

h� l f  i n  ar b i tr ary sp i t s of O . OSm t h i ckness . I t  was a un i f orm l y  50 f t .  brown , 

sandy s i  I t .  rea d i l y  d i ffere nt i ated f r om th@ f i rmer and orang i s h-brown terrace

depos i t s .  but conta i n i n g no i n te l l  i g i b l e  c l u e to i t s fun ct i on or da t e .  The 

compar at i ve ease w i t h wh i ch t h i s  p i t  cou l d  be def i ned even at th i s  h i gh l eve l 

i n  r e l a t i on to the t e r r ace-depos i t s was i n  marked con tr ast w i t h the a d j acent 

d i tch of the cUrsu� ( p .  x x ) , and . on these grounds a l one . i t  must be suspected 

that the p i t  wa� cons i d erab l y  younger t han the d i t ch . The f i  I I was v i r t ua l l y  

stonefre e . and th i s  made the presence o f  a p i e ce o f  f i ne-gra i ne d  �andston e ,  

meas 

a l  I the more not i ceab l e .  Th i s  stone i s  of a weathered charac ter q u i te 

appropr i a t e  to an or i g i n  i n  the natura l depos i t s a t  Pot l o ck , though i t s s i l@ 

sets i t  apart fr om mos t .  but not a l l .  se@n i n  th i s  f i e l d  dur i ng f i e l dwo r k .  I t  

shows no s i gn of hav i n g been mod i f i e d by e i ther a r t i f i ce or use t and ,  i f  i t  was 

se l ected to be pos i t i on e d  de l i b erate l y  where found . no purpose for t h i s  csn be 

sugg@sted . 

The northern p i t  was an i r �@gu l ar ova l i n  o u t l i ne .  meas u r i n g up to 

1 .  1 7xO . 85m as recorded , and a l so essen t i a l l y  bow l -shaped . t hough w i t h  an 

undu l a t i n g f l o or . i n  wh i ch a gent l e  r i dge separated a s i  i ght l y  sma l l er and 

sha l l ower north-eas t e r n  ho l l ow from t he ma i n  base s i t uated towar d s the south-
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we st , the l a tter penetrat i ng the t e rrace depos I ts by up to c . O . 26m be l ow tne 

base of modern p l oughso i I ( F i gs 5 ,  1 2  and 1 3 ) . The l owest part of t h i s  bas i n  

was offset towards t he nort h-west , so t hat the p i t  appeared somewhat 

asymme t r i ca l  i n  the recorded sect i on ( F i g .  1 2 ) ,  Wh i ch ,  f o r t u i to u s l y  ( because 

i t s l i ne was set out before anyt h i ng bar the s u r face out l i ne of the p i t  was 

known ) ,  crossed the deepest po i nt .  S i nce the ter race-depos i ts were f i rm and 

c l ayey he r e ,  t he ou t l i ne o f  the p i t  cou l d  be d i s t i ngu i shed w i t h u n usua l 

c l a � i t y ,  even a f t @ �  t he r emo v a l  o f  no mOre then a coup l e  o f  cent i me t r es from 

the arb i t rary sur face d i rec t l y  beneath the p l oughso i l .  Conseque n t l y ,  the shape 

and s i z e of th i s  p i t  cou l d  be recorded w i t h greater p r ec i s i on and r e i  i ab i l i t y 

than any o t her archaeo l og i ca l  feature so far encountered at Pot l oc k .  The f i l  I 

gave no reason to be l i ev e  that any o f  t h e  i r regu l ar i t i es i n  the form of the p i t  

r@su l t ed f r om recut t i ng ,  and the�@ I S  equa l l y  no reason t o  suppose t hat t he 

shap@ was purpose fu l rather than care l es s . I t  conta i n ed a cons i de r ab l e  

co l l a ct i o n o f  fragmentary f i re-cracked pebb l e s ,  most l y  quar t z i t e ,  wh i c h had 

be@n broken i n to angu l ar fragme n t s  of fa i r l y -regu l a r  s i ze .  though i t  i s  u n c l ear 

whether t h i s  had been done de l i b@rate l y  or we� mere l y  an i nc i de n t a l  consequence 

of expos i n g them to i n tense hea t . These formed a l aye r ,  averag i ng O . 07-0 . 1 0m 

i l l  l l l i l..:-kne:s:s ,s n d  cov� r i ng mo�t of the ba�o. l � U l"'" face ( i . Q .  i nc l ud i ng t.hl@l!' Gl l np i na 

s i de s )  o f  the p i t ;  on l y  a t.  the nort h-wes t  was t h i s  cover d i scon t i nuous � 

A l though t he pebb l es had ev i de n t l y  been depos i t ed d i rect l y  on t o  t hat s u r face , 

i t  showed no s i gn of hav i ng been b u r n t  i t $e l f �  Moreov er . jo i n i ng f ragmen t s  of 

pebb l e  rar e l y  occ u r r e d  together . I t  i s  therefore ev i dent not on l y  t hat t hey 

had become thorough l y  heat- fractured before e n t e r i ng the p i t  but t ha t .  by t he n ,  

enough t i me had e l apsed for t hem t o  coo l s u f f i c i e n t l y  to make no mark upon the 

c l ay of t he p i t ' s  basa l surface . The reasonab l y  even t h i ckness o f  t he pebb l e-

ayer u r  e r  sugges 5 a a een @posi 

than be i ng dumped casua l l y i n to a redunda n t  p i t  that had been made shor t l y  

before for some separate purpos e .  The pebb l es sat i n  a dark-brown , s i  I t y 

matr i x ,  f l ecked t h r ougho u t  w i t h fragmen t s  o f  charred organ i c  mater i a l s . 

S i m i  l a r ,  though 5 1  i ght l y  l ess dar k ,  grey i sh-brown s i  I t  w i t h a l i be r a l 

occu d t he 

upper par t  o f  t he p i t ,  smothe r i ng the heat-a f fected pebb l es ,  and i t se l f  

con t a i n i ng re l a t i ve l y  few and �cat tered pebb l e s t  some f ract ured and som@ not . 

I t  seems I i ke l y  t hat th i s  s i  I t  had accumu l ated f i r st among th� p�LL l es and th�n 

abov@ them i n  a cont i n uous ep i 50de o f  gradua l i n f i  I l i ng . 
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Fo l l ow i n g mach i ne-str i pp i n g ,  a th i n  scrape was trowe l l ed from t h e  northe r n  

p i t  and s u r � ou n d i n g ter rec@�depos i t $ (P7  xx ) ,  together remov i ng n o  more than 

O . 02m hereabou t s .  The rea f t @r , t h i s  p i t  was h a l f-sect i o ned , excavat i n g the 

nort h-eas tern ha l f  f i r s t .  by emp ty i n g the f i  I I i n  four ar b i t rary sp i t s ,  the 

f i r st of O . 05m t h i ckness . the second ( u n i t  H) of O . 02m . the t h i rd ( 1 )  of O . 04m. 

an 

and i t  8ppeared that the p i t  wou l d  soon bottom o u t )  of up to O .  1 4m ,  extend i ng 

down to t he p i t-f l oor . The st rat i graphy thus revea l e d was s u f f i c i en t l y  c l ear 

to al l ow the sout h-wes tern ha l f  to be excavated s t rat i graph i ca l  I y .  remov i n g the 

upper s i  I t  ( K )  to uncover the surface o f  the pebb l e- l ayer , wh i ch was i tse l f  

f i n a l l y  removed i n  two quadrants ( l a ter comb i ned as L ) . Th i s  method of 

excavat i o n ef fect i v e l y  d@t@rm i ned the d i v i s i o n of the p i t  for the purposes of 

s8mp l i n g ( and the bracketed l e tt ers i n  the two preced i n g sente nces are the 

notat i o n of the ' s amp l i n g-un i t s '  i n  Tab l e s 1 and 2 - cf. p .  xx ) ;  for i t  was 

dec i ded t hat v i r tu a l l y  the ent i r e so i I -compo nent of t h e  f i l  I shou l d  be re t a i ned 

for wet-s i e v i n g ,  i n  order that the charred mater i a l s  m i g ht be ex trac ted by 

f l o tat i o n ,  both for the i r  i n tr i ns i c  i n t @ r @st and as a pote n t i a l  source of 

mat er i a l  for radi ocarbon-dat i n g .  Thus 1 2 1  I i t res of SO l I were amassed , 

exc l u d i n g oh l y  t he upp�rmost D . OSm i n  t h e  north-ea�t @ r n  ha l f .  father l ess i n  

th@ sout h-wes tern ha l f ,  for fear of coniam i nat i on 7  i n  v i ew o f  t he near ness of 

the modern p l oughso i I and obv i o us s i g n s  that the top of the p i t -f i I I had been 

l i ght l y  scored by the p l ough (and these upper port i on s  were sorted for 

ar tef acts before be i n g d i scarded ) .  

Rowena Ga l e ' �  st udy of the ch�rcoa l recovered i n  t h i s  way from t he northern 

p i t  has shown i t  to compr i s e a m i xture of spec i es ,  a l de r  be i ng th� most common , 

o owe y oa , w i  

l i tt l e  j u ven i I @  mater i a l  cou l d  b@ recogn i 2ed among th i s  charcoa l , i t  was 

eventua l l y  dec i ded to forgo the temptat i on to date i t  by red i ocarbon ( c f. p .  

x x ) . Among the sma l I number o f  other i d ent i f i ab l e  p l a n t-rema i ns ,  Ange l a  

Monckton has observed th�t c@rea l g r a i n s end a s l oe�stone may r e f l ect some of 

the foods pr ep�red or consumed at Pot l o ck at th i s  t i me ( p .  x x .  Tab l e  2 ) .  These 

ch8rred p l ant-macrofo s s i  I s  came most l y  fr om the upp@r s i  I t  i n  the south-western 

ha l f  of the p i t .  but there i s  no appa r e n t  reaSon to read any s i gn i f i cance i nt o  

th i s ,  espec i a l l y  a s  any such b i as i s  l es s  s t rong l y  represen ted i n  the recorded 

d i s t r i b ut i on of the charcoa l ( but see be l ow) . 
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Wet-s l e v l n g was a so pro uc I ve I nasmuc as I y i e  

f i ve f r agm�nts o f  ca l c i n ed bone from th� northern p i t .  I nev i tab l y ,  th i s  means 

that th� �xact d i s t r i b ut i o n of bone w i t h i n  the p i t  i s  not recorde d ;  but i t  i s  

po ss i b l e  t o  say that i t  was scatter�d t h rough the f i l I (as m i ght b� expected of 

such an accumu l a ted s i l t ) ,  that SOt occur red i n  t he south-we s t � r n  ha l f  

(match i n g the gen era l d i s t r i b ut i on of charred p l ant-rema i ns [ see aboy � l  and 

potsh�rds I be l ow ] ) ,  that a l most s i  I w� r �  i n  t he s i  I t  over l y i ng the pebb l es ,  and 

that none was found dur i n g caref u l  c l ea n i n g of the p i t-bas� fo l l ow i ng the 

remova l of a l  I the p�bb l e s ,  I t  i s  unfor t u nate t hat �xam i nat i on of these bone

fragments (by Susan Ensor ) has i n d i cated that most are ' t oo sma l l for any form 

of i d ent i f i cat i on to be mad@ ' Cwh i ch exp l a i n s  why most were re t r i ev e d  by 

f l o ta t i o n ) ,  though four a r e  thought to be ' poss i b l y  human ' and two t o  be 

' p robab l y  an i ma l  of some k i n d ' .  Neve r t he l e s s ,  the pr esence of th i s  h i gh l y

f r agme nted bone con t r i b u t es to th@ not i on that some of the mater i a l s  wh i ch 

found the i r  way i n to th i s  p i t  may represent a d i s t u rbed cremat i on ,  and ther@ 

w i  I 1 be more to say of t h i s  be l ow .  

The n o r t he r n  p i t  a l so co n t a i ned bot h  f l i ntwork and potsherds . One sma l I 

f l  i n t f l ake cama f r om .ort i ng �h rQU9h t h� rpR i �IIP r��u l t i ng from we t-s i ev i n g of 

the upper s i  I t ,  wh i l e  th i rteen ca l c i ne d  ch i ps of what may once have been a rod 

o r  fabr i cator ( p .  x x )  we re scatter�d w i de l y  t hrough the s i  I t ,  comp l eme n t i ng th� 

�v i dence for burn i n g rep resen ted by the range of oth�r i t ems i n  th i s  p i t .  

N i neteen sherds of po t t e r y  cem@ f r om the p i t-f i I I ,  wh i l e  a ces@ can be mad@ for 

attr i b ut i n g two f u r ther sherds to i t ,  even t hough foun d  o u t s i de i t s recorded 

amb i t .  Four teen o f  th@ n i neteen appeer suff i c i e n t l y  a l i ke to be regarded a5 

p i eces of the same po t ,  i d�nt i f i ab l e  as a sma l I Co l l a red U r n  bear i ng tw i st ed-

cor ecora I on p .  

th i s  urn , the second l ar gest of them a l  I at c . 30mm , i s  a f ragment of r i m  I n  

unabraded cond i t i on (F i g .  1 4 . DSP ) , and t h i s  was found s t rat i f i ed benea t h  th� 

l ay @ r  of f rac tured pebb l �s ,  l y i ng on the bottom of the p i t ,  c l ose t o  th� cen tre 

and the l owes t po i n t ,  w i t h i t s decorated face upwards ; th i s  pos i t i on cou l d  have 

I I we l I have b@@n i n tent i ona l ,  as d i scu�s@d 

on p .  xx . Two of the ot her decorated p i �ce5 , i nc l ud i ng another f rom the r i m 

and an i ndeterm i n a t e  body-sherd ( F i g .  1 4 . EDY , DDZ ) , came from t he upp�r s i  I t , 

th@ former be i n g found i n  the r e � i d u �  u r  w� l-s j ev i n g ,  the l at t e r  C l 03C 1 0  the 

nor th-we s t e r n  edge of the p i t .  And two mor� cord- i mp ressed body-sherds that 

appear I i k@ l y  to der i ve f rom t h i s  vess e l were found at or j U 5 t  be l ow the 

i n t e r face o f  ter race-depos i t s w i t h  the mod e r n  p l oughso i I ,  one at O , 03m beyond 
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the wes t e r n  l i p 0 e 0 er u y 

eas tern edge ( F i g .  1 4 . DPB) . As no other potsherds we re recover@d f r om w i t h i n  

se v@ra l metres of t h i s  p i t .  i t  may be t hat t he l a tter two we re dragged to the i r  

f i nd-spots by the p l ough , h i gh l i ght i n g the pos s i b i l i t y that others had been 

removed f r om the p i t  i n  a s i m i l ar fash i on �  @ventu a l l y  perhaps to succumb to the 

e l emen t s ,  or to mach i ne-s tr i pp i ng .  This i§ a f i rm rem i nder th�t . in �ommon 

w i t h  a l  I archa@o l og i ca l  features i n  t h i s  f i e l d ,  and pr obab l y  � I  I o t hers , at 

Pot l ock , some dep t h  has been l ost to eros i o n  s i n ce pr e h i story ( cf .  Gu i l bert 

1 999 , . . ) .  The four decorated fr agme n t s  of t h i s  urn found i n  the upper s ,  I t  

and outs i de the p i t  are more eroded than the r i m-sherd found be l ow t he pebb l e 

l ayer ( t he on l y  one on wh i ch prec i s e det a i l s  are v i s i b l e  w i t h i n the rece$seS of 

t he tw i s ted-cord i mpress i ons ) ,  and . a l t hough t h i s  may be due i n  some measure I n  

severa l cases to r e l at i v e l y  recent wea t her i n g <an d .  i n  that of r i m-sherd EDY , 

t o  the i n ev i t ab l e  a t t r i t i o n s u f fered dur i n g  the p r oc@ss of wet- s i e v i n g .  

espec i a l  I y  a �  t h i s was don@ tw i c� � p .  xx ) .  i t  rema i n s p05 s i b l @  that some 

weather i " g o f  t hese s h e r ds occu r r e d  i n  ant i q u i ty . and such d i f f e r e n t i a l  @ros i o n 

need not necessar i I y  i mp l y  that the pot be came broken l o ng before the sherds 

found the i r  way i n to t h i s  p i t ,  for d i f f e r ent parts of a comp l e te vesse l cou l d  

��� i I y  w@athcr d i f f erent l y  dur i n g V s & .  The e l ev@n Rhprds that l ack cord

i mpress i oos bu t a r e .  none th� l es s .  t hought to be p i ec�5 of th@ same urn ar� 

most l y  sma l l e r than those d i s p l ay i n g some decorat i o n ;  these were found 

sca t t ered t hrough the s i  I t ,  a l  I in t he sout h-western ha l f  of the p i t ,  though a 

comprehen s i v@ and prec i s e d i s t r i b ut i on-p l an cannot b@ ach i eved as four of them 

w�re re t r i eved fr om t he r e s i du�5 of wet�s i � v i n g .  S i m i l ar l y . t he f i v e �h@rds 

that cannot be ass i gned to the Co l l a red Urn , � I  I i ndet erm i n ate scraps ( p .  xx ) ,  

a l  I came from var i o us res i dues . i n  three cases th�se der i v@d from th e north-

eas er-n a 

I n  add i t i o n to th@ mat � r i a l s  men t i on�d so far . numerous fragme n t s  of f i r e� 

reddened but poor l y -f i red and fr i ab l e  c l ay were sca t t e r ed th roughout the s i  I t ,  

�mong and above the pebb l e- l a yer . No f r agmen t  exceeds 30mm across ; a l  I are 

form and w i t h l i tt l e  i n d i cat i on of 

s u r faces _ S i nc� none demonstrates th e f u l  I th i ckness . i t  is  not poss i b l e  to 

det�rm i n e t he i r  or i g i n .  wh@ther f r om �om@ vesse l or s t ruc t u r e . or s i mp l y  c l ay 

that became heat-affected a l o ng w i t h L h� p�bL l e5 ;  but i t  must be �u i d  th�t they 

are not un l i k e the sherds of Co l l a red Urn i n  co l o u r ,  and i t  i s  perhap5 not out 

of the quest i o n for them to be der i ved from that vess e l i f  i t  was uneven l y  

m i xed and/or f i r ed ( cf .  p .  xx ) .  
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I t  m i g ht be conc l uded that , somewhere c l ose a t  han d ,  the Co l l ared Urn was 

smashed short l y  befo r e ,  o r  at t he t i me of , d i gg i ng the northern p i t ;  that a 

s i ng l e  r i m-sherd found i ts way i n to the bottom ,  or per haps was l a i d  to rest 

t h e r e ,  before the p i t  was I i ne d  w i t h hea t -fractured p e bb l es ;  that the p i t  was 

then l e ft , be g i nn i n g to gather s i l t ,  w i t h other p i eces of the u r n  weather i ng 

near y o n  e 

other object o f  f i re-hardened c l ay ,  a b u r n t  and f ragmented rod/fab r i cator , a 

few cracked pebb l e s ,  fragme n t s  of ca l c i ned bo"@ �  wood-charcoa l .  and other 

cha r r e d  p l ant-rema i ns ;  and that some propor t i on of th i s  cockta i I of mater i a l s  

entered the p i t  i n term i t t e n t l y  as the s i l t  accumu l a t e d .  To judge f r om the 

overa l I dens i t y o f  these i t ems acrOSS t he p i t -f i 1 1 ,  i t  may we l I b@ t hat most o f  

the debr i s  had been abandoned around t h e  south-western s i de of t h e  p i t ,  o r  

perhaps i t  was ca refu l l y a r ranged t h � r e  from t h e  @v i dence t o  hand . there 

i s  no way to d i s t i ngu i S h between such fundem@nta l a l t @r n a t i ves . O f  a l  I t hese 

e l eme nts , i t  may be that the comm i nuted bone has most to t e l  I of the ac t i v i t i es 

tak i n g p l ace he re at that t ime , for one obv i ous poss i b i  l i ty , a l be i t  u nprovab l e , 

i s  that these severa l rema i ns represent the f i na l  r i tes of a cremat i on

ceremony ; and t he aS50c i e t i on w i t h a Co l l ared Urn , pa r t i cu l ar l y  i n  t he 

sugge st i ve l y-foca l l ocat i on o f  the unweather@d r i m-sh@ r d ,  can on l y  serv@ to 

en force t h i s opt i on .  I f ,  howeve� , i t  be p r e f e r r ed to v i ew th@ record@d 

ensemb l e  as @ n t i r e l y  &dv en t i t i ou � , t hen th@ d i stur bance of a nearby c�@mat i on 

i n  a Co l l a red Urn cou l d  be i n voked as an a l ternat i ve exp l anat i on of the p i t ' s  

co n�e nts , w i t h t he resu l t  that the pot t e r y  cou ld have been con� i derab l y  ear l i e r  

than the p i t .  

F i n a l l y ,  i t  i s  wo rthy of note that , be� i des tho�e f r om the nor thern p i t  and 

e ew ram e sou e 

ca l c i ned bone came f rom the 1 994 excavat i on (aga i n ,  too f ragmen tary for 

i dent i f i cat i o n ) , thet both we re found i n  mod e r n  p l oughso i l where th i s  waS 

excavated by hand i n  the pr@ 1 i m i na r y  t es t -p i t s ( p . x x ) ,  and that the r e l e vant 

tes t-p i t s l a y at e i ther end of the row of th ree s i tuated fou r t h  from, and 

i nc l ud i ng ,  the n o r t hernmost row ( F i g .  5 )  i n  other words , bot h  l ay at c . 20m 

n o r t h  of t he northern cursu s-d i t ch , a n d  therefore on l y  c . 3m farther n o r t h  of i t  

than the p i t  under d i scuss i on here . A l though i t  wou l d  b e  foo l i sh t o  a t t empt to 

read much i n to such scraps of ev i dence , i t  can at l ea�t be obse r ve d thet the 

absenc@ of s i m i l ar scraps f rom any of the other s i x t y  te� t-p i t s .  a l  I excavated 

i n  an equ a l l y  thorough man n e r  ( p .  xx ) ,  adds a I i t t l e  we i ght to the p05s i b i  I i t y 

that other crema t i on s  onc� @x i s t ed i n  t h i s  20ne of t ne s i t e ,  and p@rhaps on l y  
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there (at l east w i t h i n  the excavated area . S I  ua e eyo" 

monument as d@f i ned by the ea r t hwork , where t he i r  r ema i ns had become d i s t u rbed 

by p l o ugh i n g .  
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Fo l l ow i n g comp l e t i o n o f  the excavat i on i n  1994 r a per i od of s@ve r a l  months 

e l aps@d before con s t r u ct i on-work on the storm�wat e r  d ra i n  began . Once th@ 

dr a i n  had been excavated by mach i n e i n  May 1995 ( u nd@ rtaken by con t r actors 

w i thout a r chaeo l og i ca l  s uperv i � i o n ,  due to a fa i l u re on the par t of t he 

con t r actors to not i f y T&PAT of the i r  work-pr ogramme ) ,  i t s s i d e s ,  cut t h rough 

the t e r race-depos i t s et a s l ope of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . 

TH I S  SECT I ON OF TEXT TO BE DRAFTED ONCE FUND I NG AVA I LABLE FOR PX RE 1995 

F I ELDWORK ON STORM-WATER DRA I N  MOST S I GN I F I CANT ASPECT RE CURSUS I S  

CONFI RMAT I ON  OF EXTENT OF 1969 TRENCH & DEMONSTRAT ION THAT FEATURES RECORDED 

THEN AS D I TCHES OF CURSUS WERE M I S INTERPRETE D ,  JUST I FY I NG THE DEC I S I ON  TO RE

NAME THE CURSUS ( c f . GUI LBERT 1 996 / 7 ) . 
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SAMPLES 

G i ven the nntur@ o f  the s i t e .  comb i ned w i t h t h @  expe r i e nce of i t  d@ve l oped 

dur i ng the 1 987-90 f i e l dwork and the i n@v i tab l @  need to be cos t -e f f ect i ve ,  i t  

was determ i n ed i n  1 994 t hat t here cou l d  be no s t rategy of random samp l i ng for 

se l ect@d archa@o l og i ca l  fea tures , but rather t hat j udgeme n t s  wou l d  have to be 

made about wh i c h con t e x t s  seemed l east l i ke l y  to be contam i nated i n  any way , 

and wh i ch parts of these most l i ke l y  to be both product i ve and datab l e ,  at 

l east i n  broad t@rms . 

The extent and purposes of the so i I -samp l i ng t hat was @ven tue l l y under taken 

i n  1 994 have been exp l a i ned i n  descr i b i n g t he three features t hat conta i n ed t he 

chosen contexts : name l y ,  the southern cursu s-d i tch ( p .  xx ) ,  the n o r t hern 

curs us-d i t ch ( p .  xx ) ,  and t he p i t  to nor th of the cursuS ( p .  x x ) . For the 

I l e n � co l umn was cut f rom e stan d i n g sect i on o f  each d i tch , 

co l l ected i n to a meta l box , and removed to the l abo ratory for ane l y s i s  (by 

James Gre i g ,  Un i v @rs i t y of B i rm i ngham) . For the re t r i eva l o f  char r e d  p l an t 

rema i n s v i a  f l o tat i on . �amp l e $ w@re tak�n from s i  I t h r@@ fea tures , not as 

cohes i ve masse S ,  but i n  bu l k ,  l oose i n to p l ast i c  bags , w i t hout break i n g up a l l 

l umps of so i l  for fear of damag i n g t he de l i cate r ema i n s of p l an t s ,  and 

therefore w i t h a l ess- r i goroUS search for arte facts t han was genera l l y the 

case . When post-excavat i on work commenced, h i gh hopes w@re p i nned upon the�e 

�amp l e� .  p�p�L i a l  I y  the bu l ked ones r and par t i cu l ar l y  t hose f r om t he ' b l ack@ned 

depos i t '  I n  the southern d i t c h ,  wh i ch arguab l y  r e l ated to an ear l y  Btage i n  the 

l i fe of t he monument (but see p. xx ) .  I t  seem@d I i k@ l y  that t h e r e  waS 

recov@ ry of i n ter-re l a ted i n f ormat i on bear i ng upon the se t t i ng of t he s i t @ i n  

t he Late Ne o l i t h i c  and Ear l y  Bronze Ag@ , i n  s r e g i on whe re such data i s  �carce . 

I n  the eve n t ,  the f l o tat i o n proved mo re product i v e than the pa l y no l og i ca l  

an a l y s i s .  and the l a t t e r  mey be des c r i bed summar i I y :  from each co l umn . a ser i e s 

of sub-S8mp l e s of �bout O . O l m' w�s prepared for cou nt i n g ,  b u t  these were found 

to be bar r @ n  of po l l en exc@pt for odd gr a i n s ,  such as Lactuceae , i n  uncountab l e  

quant i t i es i n  the southern d i tch ( cf .  pp . xx and xx ; a f u l  I accou n t  i s  i n  

arch i ve - see p .  x x ) .  Hence , the rema i nder of th i s  sect i o n  of the �eport can 
be devoted to f u r ther part i cu l ars of t he bu l ked samp l es and th e i r  t r eatment 

f t he i a l  charred mat@r i a l s  to 5pe� i a l i $t s  
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