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INTRODUCTION 

BUITOWIlhot Cross (SY31559648) lies at the extreme eastern 
end of the Axminster Bypass. Trial excavations to the north
west of this junction and adjacent to Cook's Lane 
(SY31209675) were undertaken in July 1990 to evaluate the 
archaeological potential of the area in advance of the 
construction of the bypass and a new junction at Cook's 
Lane. Documentary and landscape evidence suggested that 
the Roman road from Dorchester to Exeter Ma a 1973 
crossed this area and excavation of the site was recommended 
in an assessment of the effects of construction on possible 
archaeological sites (Weddell 1989). 

1. HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The precise route of the Roman road from Dorchester to 
Exeter is not known, although certain sections of modem 
road and landscape features have long been held as marking 
its route. In the area that is the concern of this report, 
Woodbury Lane approximately follOWlJ the line of the Roman 
road, a supposition proven in excavations west of Woodbury 
Farm in early 1990 (Simpson 1991) and Kings Farm August 
1990 (Weddell 1990). At its eastern end Woodbury Lane 
meets the A35, until the construction of the bypass a late 
18th-century or very early 19th-century turnpike road in 
origin. 

Nineteenth-century 25-inch OS maps show a landscape 
feature labelled 'Roman road' running from the bend in 
Cook's Lane at SY31229675 south of a deep gully to 
BUITOWllhot Cross. Before the new bypass this was visible as 
a terrace or scar (see Pis 1, 2). 

Margary in his comprehensive survey of Roman roads 
in Britain identifies features he believes to be on the line of 
the Roman road slightly further north. he describes them 
thus: 

'As the road begins to descend Symonds Down an 
older road can be seen in the field below it on the 
right; this is a deeply worn hollow way and, just 
where thi.� bends sharply to the right lower down 
/I di .. tinct piece of agger, 24 feet wide, can be seen 
continuing the same line across a meadow till a 
lane joins it and leads up to the main road just 
opposite Woodbury Lane.' (Margary 1973, 105) 

2. THE EXCAVATIONS (Fig. 2) 

Three trenches were excavated south and west of Cook's 
Lane, and a further three to the north of the A35, north-west 
of Burrowshot Cross. None of these trenches produced 
evidence of a Roman road. Terracing and a metalled surface 
from a post-medieval road were identified in trenches 2, 3 
and 6. The areas available for trial excavation were limited 
by the intake of land for road construction and therefore it 
was not possible to investigate the earthwork features visible 
between Trench 2 and Trench 3 nor to excavate the gully or 
hollow way and agger described by Margary. 

During trial excavations in Trench 6 a large quantity of 
Bronze Age pottery, possibly sherds of a food vessel, was 
discovered. As a consequence of this the area of examination 
was widened and an irregular pit associated with the Bronze 
Age pottery and some smaJI features of unknown date were 
revealed. 
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2.1 Trial excavaUons adjacent to Cook's Lane 

Three trenches were excavated in this area in an attempt to 
locate the Roman road. Trenches 1 and 5 were excavated by 
mechanical excavator removing topsoil to the natural subsoil, 
[ollowed by cleaning by hand. Trench 1 was approximately 
14.10m long and 1.55m wide. TIle topsoil was approximately 
0.23m deep and in two areas excavation was continued into 
the subsoil to a maximum depth of O.44m by hand. Trench 
5 was 2601 Ion and 1.50-1.55m wide. A ain to it was 
approximately O.23m deep. After cleaning by hand both 
trenches were deepened by machine, Trench 5 to a maximum 
of O.71m at its north-east end, and Trench 1 to an 
approximate depth of O.40m all over to check that no hillwash 
was obscuring archaeological features. Both trenches proved 
to be archaeologically sterile. 

Trench 2 (Fig. 3,4, section 1) was positioned adjacent 
to the bend in Cook's Lane. Topsoil was removed by 
machine. Here it was found that a quantity of redeposited 
subsoil was infilling a large depression south of the hedge. 
The initial trench of 10.50m by 1.50m was staggered to avoid 
a waterpipe and lengthened to 18m to cover an area as close 
to Cooks' Lane as possible. Two terrace cuts (508 and 509) 
were exposed and a cambered metalled surface (505) was 
revealed Im below the present ground level of the field. Part 
of the stony make-up (506) of the road was removed. It lay 
directly on natural subsoil and comprised tightly packed chert 
fragments in a matrix of orange clay 0.10-O.12m thick. One 
sherd of 17th or 18th-century date was discovered embedded 
into a grey silt between the upper stones of the surface. 
Redeposited natural subsoil (503, 504) infilled the area above 
the surface. This contained pottery of late 18th-century to 
early 19th-century date. It seems likely that this road was the 
immediate predecessor to the turnpike road sited further to 
the south. It was probably constructed in the same position 
as earlier roads and terraces 508 and 509 may have been 
caused erosion of the road formin a hollow wa . 
However, no evidence for an earlier road was found in the 
area examined. 

2.2 Trial excavations and observations north-west of 
Burrowshot CI'OIIS 

A pronounced terrace was visible running through the small 
t.riangular area of pasture north-west of BurroWllhot Cross. 
It was thought that this might indicate the line of the Roman 
road, as shown on early OS maps. 

Trenches 3 and 4 (Fig. 2, Fig. 5 profile 6) were 
excavated on the same alignment between the A35 and the 
deep gully or hollow way to the north-east. Trench 3 was 
excavated to an average depth of O.24m but up to 0.55m at 
the southern end. Trench 4 was excavated to a depth of 
O.38m to the north and 0.56m to the south. No 
archaeological features or finds were discovered, except for 
the terrace cut 511 dim:ullsed more fully below. 

Trench 6 was excavated in a further attempt to locate 
the Roman road. In the original trench (Fig. 3, west of 
section 2) a quantity of Bronze Age pottery was uncovered. 
A large area was subsequently stripped of topsoil to the east 
and west of the site of this discovery to locate any associated 
features. A small irregular pit (515) was found partially 
truncated by the original trench. TIle overall maximum 
dimensions were 1.40m by 1.oom, with two discrete 
depressions to the east and west. The one to the west 



deep. TIle eastern depression was broader, with a gradual 
sloping south-eastern side 0.65m wide, leading to a small 
narrow hole O.30m deep. Although irregular in shape the 
infill of the pit (514) was of the same material: a light brown 
silty clay with inclusions from the natural subsoil and 
occasional flecks of charcoal (sampled for environmental 
analysis, see part 4.3). 

Althou h no road surfaces were found in this area a 
terrace cut (511) presumably for a road survived throughout 
the west part of Trench 6 but became shallow and faded 
away in the eastern part beyond section 2. This was filled 
with redeposited natural subsoil (Fig. 4 section 2, 510), 
containing pottery dated to the illte 18th century or later. 
This road was presumably the same as that found in Trench 
2. 

Four other features resembling small post-holes were 
found (517, 519, 521, 523). None of them contained finds 
and so remain undated. Three (517, 519, 521) were sampled 
for environmental analysis (see part 4.3). 

To the north-east of the triangular field examined north
west of Burrowshot Cross lies a deep gully (Fig. 2, Fig. 3, 
profiles 6 and 7) which runs from Burrowshot Cross north
west to a field boundary before turning almost at right angles 
to meet Cook's Lane. It continues beyond Cook's Lane to 
the north. This was identified by Margary as a hollow way 
(Margary 1973). It is 3.54.0m wide and up to 3m deep, 
considerably eroded and deepened by water scouring. The 
agger identified by Margary (ibid. ) at the bend of this feature 
was identified but lay outside the area of road construction. 
Landscape features suggest that it has been partially 
destroyed further to the west by the later road found in 
Trencltes 2, 3 and 6. 

2.3 Observations in Pi 

A raised gravel bank, possibly an agger, is visible 4m to the 
north of the junction at Burrowshot Cross running north
west/south-east across Pidgeon's Lane. This low raised area 
WO" approximately 3m wide and medium-llized pieces of chert, 
possibly road foundations, were visible in the roadside verge 
to the north-west. It is on the same alignment as the gully or 
hollow way and the agger identified by Margary at the sharp 
bend of the gu�ly. This area lay outsid� th� area affected by 

3. The wakhing brief 

The area was monitored during the construction of the bypass 
but no further archaeological observations were made. 

4. The site &Rhlve 

Contents: 
Site context sheets 23 
Site sample sheets 6 
A4 site plan and section sheets 38 
Photographs: 
Colour slide transparencies 78; Nos 42·106, 139·154 
B/W contact sheets (5) & negatives; 124; Films 1719/2-22, 29-

37; 1731/17-18; 1733/22-36; 
1744/2-30; 1771/4-35. 

Colour prints 17; Film 2095/12-28 
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Ironwork 7 
Lithics 12 
Pottery sherds 98 

4.1 Matrix: of Trench 2 

'l'Opaoll 

Late cIa/ 
!:mlC19 

lIoad alU'fac .. 

Road JllIl<a-up 

Tarraclng 

Natural aWl.oil 

4.2 Context descriptions 

List of abbreviations for contexts 

Length Le 
Depth D 
Height H 
North N 
South S 
East E 
West W 

501 ?Bronze Age pottery discovered in Trench 6 during 
excavation by mechanical excavator; located directly on 
area where pit 515 was later discovered. 

502 Topsoil. Mid brown silly sandy loam, frequent 
inclnsions of chert, small-medium in size. 

503 Fill with appearance of redeposited natural subsoil; 
orange brown silly sandy clay, frequent chert inclusions, 

504 Fill with the appearance of redeposited natural subsoil: 
orange brown silty sandy clay with inclusions of clay 
flecks and very frequent chert. Very similar to 503; 
may just be wetter; contained pottery. 

505 Road surface; fiat and even sloping gently to the west; 
slightly cambered. Full profile not exposed, smoothed 
or worn. 

506 Make-up of road surface 505: local small and medium 
chert stones tightly packed in orange clay forming a 
layer 0.10-O.12m thick. Grey sandy silty is visible 
surrounding upper stones of $Urfl;l('i:'. 

507 Natural subsoil, browny orange sandy clay, very firm, 
containing inclusions of randomly-sized (small-large) 
chert. Some very thin trails or seams of orange sand. 
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(PosSIbly tidymg-up of an already hollowed routeway). 

509 Terrace cut for road (?) on the same alignment as 508 
and 50S, at an angle of approximately SS". H = O.60m. 

510 FiJI of 511 with the appearance of redeposited natural 
subsoil: orange brown silty clay, firm, inclusions of chert 
derived from natural subsoil; occasional pottery. 

511 Terrace cut for road ('1) at an angle of approximately 
55° on south-west side. H = max. c. 0.70m. Flat base 
slightly cut in on the north-east side c. 0.05-O.10m. 

512 FiJI of 513 with appearance of redeposited subsoil: 
orange clay, very firm, occasional small pieces of chert 
from natural subsoil. It is possible that this feature 
represents a band of natural. It survived as a very thin 
lens between the over cut original Trench 6 and the p,it 
514/515 and may have been an area of natural subsoil 
left upstanding between the pit and side of the trench. 

513 Possible sloping cut containing 512, the west side closely 
following the edge of the original trench 6. 

514 Fill of pit 514: mid-light brown silty clay, firm, small
medium pieces of chert derived from natural subsoil, 
occasional fragments of pottery of same type as 502, 
occasional flecks of charcoal. Sampled for 
environmental analysis [see 313). 

515 Cut of pit 515 (contains 514). Irregular with two 
depressions. Maximum dimensions 1.40 x l.OOm. 
Depression at west end of pit = 0.50 x O.60m; D = c. 
0.50m. Broader depression at east end of pit = max 
O.65m wide; small narrow hole, diameter = c. 0.10m; D 
= O.3Om mal(. 

516 Fill of 517: grey silty clay loam, firm, frequent flecks of 
charcoal, small fragments of chert derived from natural 
subsoil, occasional flecks of red clay (burnt?), frequent 
roots. Sampled for environmental analysis. Sample No. 
314(1) 

517 Cut of post-hole(?) Small circular cut within area 
terraced by 511, relationship not clear. Diameter = 

O.23-O.25m; 0 = 0.14m. 

518 Fill of 519: dark brown clay loam, firm, frequent flecks 
of charcoal, occasional fragments of flint derived from 
natural subsoil. Sampled for environmental analysis. 
Sample No. 315. 

519 Cut of post-hole(?) Small circular cut containing 518. 
Diameter "" 0.2O-O.21m; D = 0.33m. 

520 Fill of 520: dark-mid brown, fine silty loam, soft, 
frequent flecks and small fragments of charcoal; 
contained fine roots. Very similar to 522. Sampled for 
environmental analysis. Sample No. 305. 

521 Cut of post-hole(?) Small circular cut containing 520. 
Diameter = O.13-0.14m; D '" 0.14m. Disturbed by 
modem root action to north. 

522 Fm of 523: dark brown silty loam, occasional fragments 
of chert, frequent fragments and flecks of charcoal. 
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523 Cut for post-hole(?). Circular cut containing 522. 
Diameter = 0.26-0.28m; D = 0.18m. 

4.3 List of samples taken for environmental analysis 

SampkNo. Context Type of sample 

313 514 Bulk (2 buckets) 
314 516 Bulk 
315 518 Bulk 
316 520 Bulk (total contents of 

521) 

5.4 The finds archive 

The finds archive for this report has been organised into two 
parts. Part 1 is a simple site inventory of artefacts separated 
into categories by material set out in alphabetical order giving 
quantities per context only. Part 2 is a more detailed 
catalogue of materials that have been or will be examined by 
specialists. Artefacts, finds labels and bags have been marked 
with the site code: AX90 = Axminster Bypass, Cooks Lane. 

Part 1 

IRONWORK 

Context 
Unstrat 
510 

LITHICS 

Context 
Unstrat 
501 

POTTERY 

Context 

Unstrat 
501 
504 
505 
.HU 
514 

PART 2 

IRONWORK 

Untreated 

Context Descri ptkJn 
Unstrat 3 nails 

Quantity 
6 
1 

Quantity 
10 
2 

Quantity 

35 
35 
7 

� 
17 

510 1 unidentified lump 

Treated (includes conservation and X-ray number) 
Unstrat 1 object, half a horseshoe, 

2 objects unidentified 
(conservation number C903908 & X-ray No. CX(33) 
No further analysis reqUired for ironwork. 



Awaiting further analysis. 

POTIERY 

Prehistoric 

Context 
501 
514 

Post -medieval 

Quantity/weight 
35 sherds, 1105 ms 
17 sherds, 105gms 

Glossary of abbreviations 
aft After 
Swl Bowl 
C Century 
Chin China 
Crm Cream 
Cu Cup 
CW Coameware 
Dsh Dish 
Eng English 
EW Earthenware 
Fb Fabric 
Ind Industrial 
Jg Jug 
Pm Mid Press Moulded 
Sh Sherd 
Slip Slip 
SS South Somerset 
Staffs Staffordshire 
Stn W Stoneware 
T Total 
11' Transfer Print 
Trld Trailed 
Typ Type 
Un Unidentified 
Ves Vessel 
W Ware 
WSG White Salt-Glazed 
Wt Weight 
WW White Ware 
YG Yellow Glazed 

For descriptions and discussions of fabrics and forms 
mentioned, see AlIan, J.P. 1984, Exeter Archaeological 
Reports 3. 

Context 

Unstrat 

504 

Contents 

T Sh: 35 
T wt: 480 
1Frech Stn W (18C Typ): 1: 1 Ves 
Staffs WSG Stn W (aft 1740): 1: 1 Ves 
Un 1Stn W (18C+): 1: 1 Ves 
SS 18C CW(Trld SIp (2 Bwl, 2 Cu, 2 
Dsh, 1 Jg: 32: 16 Ves 

aft 1800 
Tsh: 7 
T wt: 195 
Eng Crm W Pm Mid Pit (aft 1750): 2 
: 1 Ves 
Eng Chin TP (aft 1780): 1 : 1 Ves 
Eng YG Jnd EW (aft 1800): 1: 1 Ves 

4 

505 

510 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

17C!18C 
Tsh: 1 
T Wt: 10 
SS CW (l7(')18C):1: 1 Ves 

19C+ 
Tsh: 3 
TWt: 25 
Un YG WW (Ind Fb, ?19(,)?2OC):1: 1 
Ves 
SS CW (17c/18C):2: 2 Ves 

Trial trenching has demonstrated that the Roman road from 
Dorchester to Exeter did not lie or survive in the area 
affected by road construction. It is likely that the route 
identified by Margary (ibid.) running slightly to the north of 
the new bypass, represents the true course of the Roman 
road. A possible agger in Pidgeon's Lane supports this 
theory. No evidence for the Roman road could be detected 
as an earthwork west of the line of the road revealed in 
Trenches 2, 3 and 6. It seems unlikely that the Roman road ' 
ran to the present east end of Woodbury Lane unless it has 
been completely destroyed. Excavations at Kings Farm in 
August 1990 (Weddell 1990) revealed the Roman road 
running to the south of the present Woodbury Lane. If a 
straight line is projected from tlle agger seen at SY31329663 
to the road seen near Kings Farm at SY30S49710, Woodbury 
Lane can be seen bending to the north although this to an 
extent is following the contour of the hill. It is probable that 
the Roman road would have followed a straighter alignment. 

If this is the case a hypothesis for a sequence of routes 
can be developed: the Roman road as outlined above 
followed in part in succeeding centuries and in one area 
developing into a hollow way represented by the deep gully 
running from Burrowshot Cross to Cook's Lane. It is clear 
that at some later stage a road was constructed from Trench 
2 at Cook's Lane to Burrowshot Cross. The date of this road 
is unknown but dating evidence !luggests that it was infilled in 
the late 18th or early 19th centuries, a date that matches the 
construction of the new Turnpike road, constrncted at the 
latest by 1806. To be proven, this hypothesis would need 
further excavation and fieldwork. 

The chance discovery of the Bronze Age pit and pottery 
in Trencb 6 demonstrates the unpredic1ability of trial 
trenching. The pottery recovered is a rare find in Devon as 
very few prehistoric sites have been excavated in modem 
times and from those that have pottery has seldom been 
found in any quantity. 
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3eneral vie\v en from Trench 2, looking SE. The tree lined gully or Hollow 
\vay is visible at e centre of the picture, where the gully turns to the north the 
possible Roman agger is visible as a low mound at tt.e base of a steep slope. 

apandoned in the late 18th century, before excavation, from the 
poshion of trench 3, looking SE to Burrmvshot Ooss. The trees 

hollmvay are visible on the northern side of the later road 

2; road surface 505 being exposed 
(lpokmg NW). 



2; road surface 505 visible at the E 
the trench with the two terrace cuts 

509 visible in the foreground 
to east). 

with theroa� 
(looking 



PI. 6 The gully or former holloway eroded by 
water action (looking E). 

PI.8 Stones revealed in the roadside verge on the NW side ofPidgeon's Lane. 
(looking NW). 


