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1, INTRODUCTION -

- ey am

1.1 Organisation of the report

This document forins the second volume of five within the Bedford Southern Bypass Assessment
Report. It presents the data upon which the statements of potential within Volume 1 and 3 have been
based. The data is presented site by site and within that in sections d¢tailing the main data classes,
stnuctural, non ceramics (with separate scctions for flint where this is a notable part of the
assemblage), ceramics, animal bone etc. Within cach section a basic structure is followed, the data
first being quantified, usually a simple expression of the number of records, objects or samples,
followed by a breakdown of its provenance, essentially an expression of its spatial or chronological
distribution across the site. Finally a dctailed description is given; for the structural in the form of a
site narrative, for the majority of other classes of data in a mixed narrative and tabulated form,

In general the above structure has been followed for all datasets although where small amounts of
material are involved, e.g. human remains and macroscopic plant and animal remains, a more flexible
approach has been taken.

1.2. Data collection and method statement

istent metRiology was used across all
sites, This will facilitate inter-site comparisons and the investigation of landscape developments.
Where necessary, however, sampling strategies were matched to individual archaeological
requirements to cnhance data recovery and cost effectiveness,

For each main data set the principal stratcgies and methodologies used have been briefly described,
with particular reference to data collection stratcgies, i.e. sampling, Where particular strategies have
been applied to a single projcct, e.g. diy-sieving at Village Farm, this has been explained in more
detail within the site section.

Structural

All sites had becn evaluated prior to full excavation employing appropriate techniques. Excavation
and recording proceeded in accordance with guidelines laid out in the BCAS Procedures Manual. All
sites were stripped of topsoil using earthmoving machinery, wherevcr possible as part of a single stage
process. Where ground conditions interrupted soil removalremoval, as at Peartree Farm, or where
restricted space led to stacking problems, as at Easteotts, the process was carried out over two or more
stages. Topsoil was generally removed directly down to a level at which undisturbed natural or
archaeological deposits could be recognised. Where recent alluvial or colluvial deposits were evident,
as at Harrowden, Eastcotts and Octagon Farm, these were investigated for surface signs of human

f—mmeﬁmvcd from underlying archagological deposits.

Site specific planning grids were laid out across all sites, these subsequently being tied into the
National Grid to provide overall location. Individual feature and area plans are cucrently undergoing
digitisation to assemble an AUTOCAD database.

|
|
L 1.2.1 Fieldwork
|
i
|

providing a minimal sample to ascertain: (a) the structural sequence; (b) information on the fonn,

. Sampling strategies outlined within the original Project Designs were followed during excavation,
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structurc and internal sequence of features; (c) dating cvidence; and (d) environmental data. If form,
dating and envrronmt:ntal data could not be oblamed from sectron CXCdthlon mvestrgatmg 1hc

1t was occasnonally necessary to vary l}us overall strategy Ccrlam features or groups of features
demanded more extensive investigation (c.g. the kiln at Eastcotts) while others, such as isolated post-
holes at Village Farm, were often only planned with a sample of the total number excavated.

Excavated contexts were recorded on pro-formae recording sheets, by plan and section drawing and by
photograph. The basic data has been entered onto a computerised database (Microsoft ACCESS©).

Non _ceramic artefacts

Non ceramic attefacts were collected on site in accordance with the sampling policies detailed in the
original Project Designs and outlined above. Recorded finds were numbered individually, located by
context and two dimensional co-ordinate.

Metal detectors were used during topsoil stripping on all sites and subsequently as excavation
procecded. The majority of metal finds were locaicd in-situ by this method, although no record was
kept as to method of retrieval, detected or otherwise, and so this cannot be quantified. Registered finds
and non ceramic bulk finds in general were retricved during hand excavation on the majority of sites
or during dry-sieving where this was employed (e.g. Village Farm). All excavated material was
collected and retained for assessment and later analysis.

l’cgmmigaﬂefmn

Ceramic artefacts were collected on site in accordance with the sampling policies detailed in the
original Project Designs and outlined above. Pottery and ceramic building material were treated as a
bulk finds and located by context number. No accurate record of volume of deposits sampled during
cxcavation was kept although crude asscssments of original total population can be assembled from an
analysis of plan information. All excavated material was collected and rctained for assessment and
analysis.

Human bone

Nearly all the human bone was retrieved from funerary contexts (a single long bone at Eastcotts may
have been in a secondary or disturbed context). Invariably this involved 100% excavation in
accordance with the BCAS Procedures Manual. All material has been retained for assessment and
analysis.

Where soil samples were taken within grave fills special care was taken during flotation to retrieve
bone fragments and these have been bagged separately with the hand excavated material,

Animal bone

This was treated as a bulk find (see 4

Farm, and all soil samples were wet srcved onto a 0 Smm mcsh and exammed for small mammal
bird, fish and amphibian bones.
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Macro/microscopic plant remains and invertebrate remains

During the series of cxcavations, extensive sampling was undertaken on all eight sites for charred plant
remains. A total of 384 samples, each of about 10 litres of scdiment, was taken. Hand-picked samples, in
total 36, were taken of charcoal. These saniples were floated onto a 0.5mm mesh and dried. Waterlogged
deposits were only cncountered at Eastcotts. A total of 18 samples each of about 10 litres were taken from
potentially waterlogged deposils. No samples were taken specifically for molluscan analysis.

A proportion of the dry flots was soreed at x 10 magnification at St Mary's Archaeology Centre, Bedford.
Charred secds, charred chaff, charcoal and mollusc shells were picked out. Where sarmples contained very

high concentrations of seeds or chaff, charcoal, mollusc shells and extraneous debris werc instead picked out
from the flo.. Sub-samples of aboul 2 litres from the potentially waterlogged samples were subjected to
parafiin flotation onto a 0.3mm mesh at St Mary's Archaeology Centre. The flots were sorted in water at x
10 magnification. Waterlogged macroscopic plant remains were picked out from those samples with low
concentrations of remains and stored in ethanot,

1.2.2 Assessment

Structural

The primary objective has been to produce a provisional phasing for cach site in order o provide an
outline chronological and spatial framework within which assessment of the main data sets can take
place. The main thrust of the process has been towards assigning contexts to a hierarchy of groups,

determincd as far as possible by stratigraphic relationships and integrating pottery spot dates where

nécessary. The most ¢xplicit expression of this process is in the phased database where all contexts
are contained first within an associational group, then a landscape group, then a phase (this third
stage was only necessary at Pcartree Farm and Eastcotts) and finally a period. A definition of these
groupings and notes on their formation can be found in Volume 5, 7The Updated Project Design,
Volume 5. Within Volume 2, (Yhe Ividence) the sections detailing the archaeological sequence of
c¢ach site have been organised in a traditional format; chronologically by period, and within that by
phase, each major landscape group being discussed in turn. In general Landscape groups are referred
to as numbers prefixed by L e.g. (L5), associational groups as numbers prefixed by A ¢.g. (A23) and
contexts as simple unprefixed numbers, sometimes identified as a fill or cut, ¢.g. (fill 235) or (234).

Each site has becn integrated into an overall bypass phasing scheme. Briefly this has involved
identifying all the pcriods of activity represcnied as follows;

Pcriod 1 Natural glacial and alluvial deposits

Period 2 Early prehistoric

Period 3 Neolithic

Period 4 Latc Neolithic/early Bronze Age

Period 5 Bronze Age

Period 6 Late Bronze Age/carly Iron Age

Periad 7 Tron Age

Period 8 Latc Iron Age/early Romano-British circa 1st century BC/AD
Period 9 Romano-British circa late Ist to 4th century

Period 10 Late Romano-British/early Saxon circa Sth century
Period 11 Saxon circa Sth to 18th century

Period 12 Saxo-Norman circa 10th ta 11th century

Period 13 Medieval circa 12th to 15th century

Period 14 Post Medicval to Modem circa 16th century to present

¢ o

e 6 & & & % & 0o o o & o

No single site had evidence for activity throughout all the above periods, although most sites were
occupied or in use episodically through a number of periods.
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Several contexts remain unphased due to a lack of stratigraphic or spatial relationships and an
dbsence of datable material. These have been placcd in Period 15 to allow a quantlﬁcauon of any
rintothe pndsmg seherme outhined above. —‘ i

Non ceramic artefacts

All the non ceramic finds have been quantified and provisionally identified.

Each registercd find has a record card which lists simple name, context number, material, condition,

dimensions and/or weight and, if known, date. Following preliminary identification using the
Bedfordshirc Artefact Typology (BAT), each artefact was assigned to a functional category. This
information has been entered on a registered finds database (using dBASE IV but now transferred to
Microsoft ACCESS), along with X-ray plate numbers and UCL (University College London)
laboratory numbers. Additionally, all have a scale drawing oun the record card. Where necessary
artefacts were retained by the conservator for investigative conservation.

The bulk artefacts were identified by material and type and listed by context and quantified {weight or

numbers as appropiiate). Slag type, for example fuel ash, cinder, ferrous smithing, was identified by
cye and weighed, This information was entered on to a computerised non-ceramic bulk arlefacts
database.

The artefact databases have been linked to the structural database enabling analysis of artefacts by
period, context/fcature, associational and landscape groups and object type.

A number of external specialists coniributed to the assessment,

Area of Expettise Specializ)

Conscrvation Adrian Tribe
Petrology David Williams
Coin identification  Peter Guest
Timber ID Rowena Gale
Vesscl Glass Hilary Cool
Leatherwork Quita Mould

Their findings have been integrated into this document and their reports form part of the site archive
held at St Mary’s Archaeology Centre,

Flint

The assessment of the flint assemblage is based upon a databasc comprising quantification by context,
provisional identification and spot dates determined from distinctive manufacturing characteristics
(in¢luding soft versus hard hammecr, flakes versus blades, thickness of butt) and an assessment of flint
quality, Identification was monitored by Robin Holgate of Luton Museum. Registered flint artefacts
have been catalogued on a record card, with details recorded of location, context, condition,
dimensions and parallels/date, if known. This information has been entered onto a computer database.

Ceramics

The pottery was recorded by fabric type, as defined in the Bedfordshire Ceramic Type Series, and
form, With the exception of a single new Iron Age fabric type and one Roman type, all other fabric
types are known from previous work in the county. Quantification was by sherd count, This data was
entered onto a computer database to facilitate data manipulation. The pottery will be further quantified
by rim percentage and weight at the analysis stage, in accordance with the recommendations of
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English Heritage in The current State of Romano-British Pottery Studies (Fulford and Huddleston¢
1991, 52).

The building material was recorded by fabric and form, Quantification was by sherd count and weight.
Any abrasion present was noted, in addition tile form (fegula, imbrex etc.) and type of roof fastening
(flange, peg hole etc.) were recorded for the tile; thickness was recorded for the brick, and the
presence of surfaces and impressions were recorded for the daub/fired clay.

Human bone

The human bone was assessed by Terry Jackman. Assessment was based on an examination of the
paper record, drawings, photographs, and a scan and weigh ofthe bone. Obscrvations werc made on
condition and the potential for measurement and the results integrated with the provisional phasing
data,

Animal bone

The animal bon¢ was assesscd by Tony Robetts. Both bulk and sieved samples were scanned for
species, indications of age, butchery, pathology and potential for measurement. For each site a
database recording these observations was compiled and integrated with the provisional phasing data.

Macro/microscopic plant remains and invertebrate remains

The macroscopic plant and invertebrate cernains werc assessed by Dr. Mark Robinson at the University
Museumn, Oxford. The sorted charred seeds and chaff along with the partly sorted richer dry flots were
scanncd at up to x 50 magnification under a binocular microscope. The charred seeds and chaff observed
were identified and an estinte madc of their abundanee. The scanning uf the partly sorted flots inevitably
results in an under-estimate of the abundance, or even presence, of smaller seeds and chaff items. It does,
however, serve to charucterise the assemblages. Potentially identifiable rermains were assessed for 53
sarnples. Summary results are tabulased by site, each table gives a breakdown into numctrical groups of the
abundance of remains in each sample by period. The tables also show the abundance of selected plant
remains for each period both in total and for the sample in which they were most abuadant.

Charcoal from the flots and hand-picked samples was broken transversely and examined at up (o x 50
magnification, While this is an appropriate meuns for the identification of the 1ing-porous taxa (Fraxinus,
Quercus and Ulmus) and the record of Rhamnus catharticus ought to be reliable, the other identifications,
which are of diffuse porous species, must be regarded as tentative. Chatcoal was assessed from 76 flots and
the 36 hand-picked samples. Summary results are tabulated by site, each table gives the numnber of samples

m which the taxon is present by period.

Bulk flotation is not a ieliable mcans for the extraction of mollusc shells but the shells from the flots can still

give some uscful information. The presence of shells was noted for 22 of the flots assessed and they are
discussed as appropriate under the vatious sites,

Four of the samples from Eastcotts, taken for waterlogged macroscopic remains, were found to contain
useful material (Samples 44, 45, 46 and 191). Addisionally, one of the flots from a sample taken for charred
maierial (Sample 85) was found to contain poorly preserved waterlogged seeds. Remains wete very
abundant and well preserved in an unsorted Sample 191. Half of Sample 191 was subsequently sorted and
the cemains extracted were assessed along with the other four samples. The remains were scanned atup to x

50 magnification under a binocular microscope. Plant and insect remains were identificd and esimates were
made of their abundance.
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1.2.3 Storage and curation
Structural

The site context records and other paper records for each site have been fully indexed and stored in
numerical order within lever arch files. Site drawings are stored within vertical plan tanks. Black and
while and colour prints have been atiached to record cards and filed with the ¢context records,
ncgatives are filed separately in order of film number. Colour transparencies have been stored in
plastic wallets within the unit storage facility. Although integrated into the unit archiving system the
structural record has so far only been archived to an interim level to allow aecess {or analysis Foll
archiving will take place prior to deposition with the receiving muscum. Security copying of the
material has been timctabled.

Non ceramics

The metallic material has been stored within self sealing, perforated and labelled plastic bags. The
bags are¢ in turn kept within air tight polyethylene boxes. The humidity levels within the container is
controlled by the inclusion of silica gel and will be regularly monitored.

The remaining non ceramic material is in stable condition and is stored by context in sealed, labelled
plastic bags which are in turn held within sturdy cardboard boxes.

Upon completion of the investigative conservation, the matenal will be appropriately packaged to

ensure, as far as is possible, its long-term prescrvation. The material will be deposited in Bedford
l——ﬁmmmmmym The foilowing pamts should be noted:
¢ the metalwotk: the relative humidity (RH) within the air tight polycthylene boxes in which this
material is stored must be regul arly monitored. An RH indicator card will be placed in every box
and as soen as the RH rises above 20% for iron objects or 35% for the other metal tinds, the silica
gel must be removed, regenerated and replaced.

e the non-metal finds: these items should be stored in as stable an environment as possible,
preferably at an RH of 55% (£5%) and a temperature of 15-20°C.

Elint

The lithic assemblage is environmentally stable and potential for long termt storage is good. The flint
has been marked, and all the material is stored, according to category, and by context, within self
sealmg, labcllcd plasuc bags The bags are storcd in oontext order, w1th1n labelled cardboard boxes.

publlcatlon have been made

Pottery and Building materials

The ceramics are environmentally stable and have been stored in labelled cardboard boxes by site and
context. All sherds and fragments have been individually marked. The boxes are stored in context
order. Suitable arrangements for transfer and accessioning to Bedf ord Museum, on complet on of
publication, have been made.

Human and animal bone

The bone is stored by context within labelled cardboard boxes and requircs a stable environment to
ensure cnvironmental stability. None of the bone has yet been marked individually, Suitable
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arrangements for transfer and accessioning to Bedford Muscum, on completion of publication, have
been made.

Environmental Samples

These arc currently stored as residues and sorted samples. Those samples that have undergone
assessment are stores at the University Muscum Oxford, the remainder at St Mary’s Archacology
Centre.
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2.1 PEARTREE FARM

- e B =

&

2.]1.1 STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE

Summary (figs. 2and 3)

Although a multi-period site with remains from the Neolithic through 1o later medieval periods, the
evidence at Peartree Farm largely dates to the Romano-British Period; probably representing the site
of a small farmstead, occupied by a single family group from the carly second century AD, possibly
into the fifth century, The canliest period vf activily relates 1o tree clearance duting the Neolithic, tree
throw holes having been identified, some containing Neolithic ceramics. The land had certainly been
cleared by the later Iron Age and parts of a ditch system marking the site of fields or stock enclosures
was excavated. Only very fragmentary remains of habitative occupation were recovered but the

settlement site may not have been far away. The Roman farm may not have been established untit the
second century AD and there is no evidence for any continuity from the Iron Age. The settlement
focus was poorly preserved and difficult to identify but concentrations of pits, post-holcs and gullies
suggest it occupied the NW part of the site, surrounded by in-field enclosutrcs. The layout of the farm
remained largely static throughout most of Roman period although three phases of development can
be scen, the first two relatively minor amendments and additions to the sysiem, the third representing
a major change, smaller enclosurcs cutting across the eatlicr system. This third phasc may herald the
decline of the settlement in the latcr Roman period, two isolated inhumations also date to this time

|------ﬁﬁ-—-

and therc is evidence for sub-Roman/early Saxon activity into the fifth century. The resolution of these
Jater phases remains a key task within analysis. There is no evidence for Middle or later Saxon
activity, nor for any settlement during the medicval period when the sit¢ lay within the open ficlds of
Elstow.

Background to the project

The sitc lay at the western end of the Bypass, to the north-west of the modern Peartree Farm, at TL
047467, approximately 2.5km to the south of Bedford town centre within the parish of Elstow.
Although gencrally flat at around 31m. aOD the site was located on a low gravel ridge, part of the
developing first gravel terrace, defined to the north by the Elstow Brook, and to the south by an un-
named tributary stream. Medicval ridge and furrow suggest a long history of cultivation continuing
in1o the modern period,

The crop marks at Peartree Farm cover approximately 3ha and are part of a complex of settlement and
landscape fcatures visible on acrial photographs in the Elstow ar¢ca, Excavation has previously been
undertaken to the north at Elstow Abbey (Baker 1971 and more recently Fell 1995), at another
"Peartrec Farm' site (Woodward 1977), and 500m to the cast at Village Farm (this volume).

The crop marks (HER 1625) provided an indication of the archaeological potential of the site
comprising a trackway with roadside ditches and a complex of rectilinear boundaries representing
large enclosures or ficlds. Within the bend of the trackway the pattern of cropmarks was more densc,
suggesting a farmstead; pottery and other artefacts recovered from the surface over a number of years
had indicated a Roman datc.

During 1992 three trenches were excavated as part of the Bypass evaluation, A Late Iron
Age/Romano-British daic for occupation was confirmed, with pottery production suggested from kiln
fragments. '
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Full excavation took place in two phases, separated by a period of poor weather, the first betwecn late
October and Christmas of 1993, and the second during February and the early part of March 1994. An
area of approximately 2.7ha was investigated. Further work took place between October and
December 1994 as part of the watching brief during construction. This phase of work allowed
obscrvation to be made to east and west of the site, Iron Age boundaries coming 10 light to the west,

Method statement

Excavation was carried out in accordance with guidelines laid out in Bedfordshire County
Archacology Services' Pracedures Manual. Topsoil was removed mechanically, at first this was
undertaken in dry conditions, but the weather soon deteriorated with well above average rainfall. This
led to problems of compaction and lamination of the topsoil/subsoil structure, especially and perhaps
predictably within the area of greatest archaeological complexity. Allied to a high water tahle this
resulted in serious difficulties in the excavation and recording of the settlement core of the site. Many
of the deeper features remaincd unexcavated below about Im., and in places it was impossible to
obtain conclusive evidence for stratigraphic relationships duc to the wet conditions.

A two-pronged excavation sampling policy was operated. Across the settlement core of the site, that
part adjacent to the trackway in the area of densest crop-mark evidence, 46% of each recognised
feature was 1o be excavated, across the rest of the sit¢, assumed to be out-field areas, this fraction was
to be reduced to 20%. In reality this system had to be amended as progress slowed due to the
conditions, Sections were excavated to elucidate relationships, to obtain dating and environmental
evidence and to characterise the overall form of features. Further excavation, dependent on resources,
addressed outstanding problems.

Factual data

The following represents a tabulated breakdown of the quantity and type of site structural records.
The structural ¢vidence is also presented in the form of a detailed descriptive narrative, organised by
Period,

Quantification of material

Tahble I Quentity of sife stractural records
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Table 2 Quantity of featurs types

Fc ture type
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JLAYRIS
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Structural cm'ltexts
“Total
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The structural remains can be characterised as ‘truncated’, the result of ploughing from at least the
later medieval period up to the present day. The vast majority of feature types that remained for
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investigation were either pits or ditches (81% of the total), only 17 layer contexts were identified. As a
result of truncation the quality of survival was only moderate. Few structural features were identified
other than post-holes, with no certain building plans recovered. Although very little vertical
stratigraphy survived other than within negative features, spatial relationships were relatively
abundant and clearly defined. This has enabled a secure sequence to be established.

Evidence by Period

Table 3 Summary of provisional phasing
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PERIOD 3 (fig.4)

Tree Clearance (Neolithic)

Over onc hundred features interpreted as trec throw holes were excavated or plotted. These were
concentrated to the castern end of the site, mainly as a result of enhanced visibility against the gravel
in that area, and it is reasonable to assume that the coverage was more extensive but unrecognised.

A large proportion of thesc trec throws were not excavated due to time restraints, and hence remain
undated. A limited number however, selected at random across the site, were sampled with a number
found to contain either burnt root material or Neolithic ceramics. The evidence suggcsts at Jeast some
human influence in clearance.

A single tree-throw (C1356) containd a significant assemblage of Neolithic ceramics and lithics,

enough to suggcst domestlc actmty The ephcmeral nature of the ev:denoe is consistent with

PERIOD 7 The Iron Age (fig.4)

Clearance appearsto have been complcte by the Late Iron Age when rectilinear boundaries, probably
marking fields, were driven across the site. Scattered settlement cvidence was recovered, including
four-post structures, to suggest activity peripheral to a nearby occupation site.

oundaries
Boundaries (A1) and (A12), outline two sides of a large enclosure, presumably a field. They were laid
out at an angle of 40° to the later Roman fields of Period 9 (see below), the ditches measuring between
0.75-1.23m. across and 0.3-0.4m. deep. Pottery suggests a late Iron Age date for their construction,
although small quantities of first century AD material may indicate that the fields may hayc remained
in use through the early part of the Roman period. A small rectangular enclosure 20 x 15m. with
inturned entrance may have been uscd for stock.

I------ﬁ-n-ﬁ--
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Settlement
Contemporary with the boundaries were three four post structures', (A13-15), and two isolated pits,

' These fcatures were concentrated towards the eastern end of the site and so suggest that any scitlement
may lie in that direction beyond the limits of the cxcavation.

PERIOD 9 Romano-British (late 1st/2nd - 4th century) (fig.3)

The small amount of first century Roman material recovered, (2.7% of dated contexts and much of
this likely to be residual) suggests that the enclosures established during the Iron Age may have
persisted into at least the late first centuty AD. It is possible that the Romano-British farmstead was

—————totfounded untit the early sevond century. Thres phiages of development spanning approximately the
second (0 fourth centurics can be seen, thesc largely relating to the changes in the form and layout of
enclosures.

Phase 1 (fig.5)

Phase 1 represents the laying out of the major ditches, boundaries and enclosures familiar from the
aerial photographs. The main elements of this system comprise a ditched droveway running N-S, a
settlement area immaedialely to the east of this, with fields/enclosures beyond.

Early dijches

A small number of ditches, predating the main system described below, appear to indicate the earliest
form ofthat system, although in general they appear to share the same alignments and do not indicate
a radically different layout.

The Dtoveway

Two parallel ditches were visible upon the air photo. plots, thesc zig-zagging through the landscape in
a generally NE-SW alignment. Clearly the ditches define the route of a drove or trackway, possibly
linking up with anothcr area of cropmarks to the NE (Woodward 1977) and therefore part of a more
extensive nctwork of communication.

Within the excavated area some 70m. of the trackway was exposed; no surfacing survived but the
drainage ditches were sectioned at regular intervals, An examination of the fills suggests that the
ditches were cleaned out and re-defined on a number of occasions, although a coherent sequence
throughout their lengths could not be seen, suggesting a piecemeal approach to re-cutting. Detailed
analysis of the overall sequence will address such problems as how the trackway related to the
enclosure ditches. This was too involved for the assessment stage, although a general contemporaneity
can be demonstrated, and it also seems clear that the droveway ditches in their latest form were still
open after the enclosure ditches had silted up.

Fiel nclosure
(Landscape grou p 5)

£l

Twa I3 : re identifiad
separated by a w1de corridor open at its castcrn end

the trackway amd

The northern enclosure, (A4), delimited an area at least 140m. by 120m. within the angle of the
trackway as it tumed first to the east and then north again. The enclosure itself was sub-divided by N-
S and E-W ditches into at least three separate units, The main settlement focus may possibly have
been contained within the western unit, immediately adjacent to the trackway.

The enclosure to the south, (A16), was situated mainly outside of the road corridor, with only its NE
partuncovered during the excavation. No internal sub-divisions werc identified with little indication
of settlement or other activities.
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Muodifications

(Landscape group 7)

Once established, several modifications were made 1o the system described above, this involved
limited recutting of the main enclosure ditches, with additions such as (A25) and (A33/34), The latter,
a pair of parallel ditches entering the sit¢ from the north, may mark the line of a trackway.

Settlement

(Landscape group 10)

The western part of Enclosurc (A4) has, from the very beginning of the project, been the focus of
investigation. The assumption has been that the farm compound, the settlement element ofthe gite,

was lecated -hereThis-assumption was based onthe sheerdensity of ¢Top marks, somc of which
appeared to form a sub<circular enclosure characteristic of a compound boundary. Pits and ditches
certainly do concentrate in this area, in stark contrast to other parts of the site to the east that were
probably open yard arcas or fields, but most of these date to later phases (largely 2 and 3). It is very
difficult to idcntify any features that might indicatc settlement contemporary with Phasc 1. During
this Phase settlement may have been located to the north, just off site, and this may be supported by
the ditch and gully features of (L10), the only possible sctilement features that can be stratigraphically
tied in,

Phase 2 (fig.6)

This phase was charactcrised by the setting out of small irregular ditched enclosures within the NW
part of the large enclosure (A4), Although some ofihcsc features cut those of Phase 1, they also
generally respect the Phasc 1 framework and it can assumed that most of the major clcments of that
system are still in usc, An example of this are the ditches (A75), which while cutting the upper fills of
the Phase 1 castern trackside ditch still follow the cstablished alignment and indeed mercly appear to
be creating a new cntrance into the ‘scttlement focus® from the trackway.

hase 3 (fig.7)
A more radical re-organisation of the site appcars to have taken place during this phase, new
enclosures making redundant large sections of the Phase 1 and 2 system

Enclosurgs

(Landscape group 9)

Up to six square or rectangular enclosures were formed across the western pait of the Phase 1
enclosure (A4), in some cases these cut directly across the siltcd ditches of the carlier system and
clearly imply that parts of that system were no longer in use.

The northern enclosure (Al) was somewhat different from those to the south-west. The ditch defining
the enclosure had very steep sides with a U- shaped base suggcstive of a palisade trench (slight
evidence was recovered for posts within the ditch), Only the southern part of the enclosure was
excavaled, its northern side was howevcr vmble asa crop mark and it was clcarly square in ovcrall

plan with rounded

packed post holes, both showmg ewdcnce of havmg bcen rc-Cut probably mdjcatmg a gate No
evidence for intemal structures were found.

A number of short gullies cut through the eastern most ditches of (L9), these are in turn cutby an
adult inhumation (A84). This was unaccompanied by any grave goods, its late date securcd on
stratigraphic grounds. Although provisionally phased to Period 9 the inhumation could be later and
date to Period 10,

(Landscape groups 11 and 14)

Four approximatcly parallel NNW-SSE ditches (L 11), appear to have bscn added to the northern edge
of the (L9) enclosures, all continue to the north beyond the limits of excavation. An E-W post-built
boundary (1.14) may be even later but still respects the enclosures (L9). This boundary clearly replaces
an earlier Phase 1 ditched boundary and so suggests that elements of that system were also still in use
into the carly part of Phase 3.

l
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Period 9 Setilement features (Fig.5)

Although it has been possible to construct the abov¢ three phase sequence to describe the development
of the enclosures, the majority of pils , post holes etc. cannot as yet be integrated. This will occur
duting full analysis when spatial, stratigraphic relationships and the dating can be fully considered.
Three major groups of featurcs should be noted at this stage:

. (Landscape group 12)
These comprise a scatter of pits and short lengths of gully along the northern cdge of the site.

L2 (Landseape group 13)
Two groups of features are represented here, (A37) in the SW corner of the Phase 1 enclosure
(A4), and (A36) immediately to the south in the corridor between (A4) and the southern
enclosure (A16).

The first group (A37), comprises three pits, two of which appear earlicr than the latest recut
of the trackway ditch, and a possible structure, surviving only as a clay surface (A83). An
infant burial (C950) had been inserted into this surface.

Group (A36) comprises two clay and limestone-lined tanks, both possibly used for some form
of crop-processing. Large quantities of carbonised Spelt Wheat and chaff were deposited
within the backf'1ll of the larger tank suggesting that threshing and possibly drying had taken
place in an ad jacent area.

° {Landscape group 15)

A final group of pils clearly cut through the boundanes of the Phase 1

belong to either Phase 2 or 3. In the main these werc large quarty type cuts, their position
along boundaries suggesting the open areas were still in usc although the location of one,
well within the trackway, may indicate that this was no longer open.

PERIOD 10 Late Roman/Early Saxon (fig.7)

Some or all of the Period 9 Phase 3 fcatures may date to Period 10 but only five pits, all cutting the
silted up boundaries of the Roman farmstead, contained pottery dating 10 the fifth century or Early
Saxon period. Generally, the latc potiery was recovered from upper fills, with lower fills and possibly
the constructional phases of the pits dating to Period 9.

This may not indicate substantial settlement or aclivity, although perhaps il does represent activities
peripheral and associated with the Early Saxon settlement just to the east at Village Farm. However,
as indicatcd above, the exact components of this period have yet to be closely defined and the
possibility of being able to identify sub-Roman or Early Saxon use of the site is intriguing.

PERIOD 13 Medieval

A regular pattern of medieval cultivation furrows was recorded across the whole site. These were
spaced at 8-10m. intervals and oriented NNW-SSE. The 1746 Estate map (CRO:XI/6/I) shows this
area to be part of the open-ficlds (specifically the 'Mother Field") of Elstow village.

PERIOD 15 Unphased features

Due to time restraints a number of features wete left unexcavated and hence remain undated. Added
to this group are also a number of cxcavated features which remain stratigeaphically and spatially
isolated.

IR EE B B B ] En B B BN S EBE B EE EE 0 Em BE O E.
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2.1.2 REGISTERED AND NON-CERAMIC BULK ARTEFACTS

Ty o mat

Factual data

Ouantity

The excavation at Pearirce Farm produced the following quantities of artefacts;
Tuble 4 Artefuct quantities
R Quantlty

Slag T Timsg
: Burnt stone | 4487¢ '

Provenance
The assemblage spans the Mesolithic to the post-medicval perind Typologically datable artefacts (154
(77%) registered artefacts and 48 (58%) flints) were present in the following quantities;

Table 5 Batahle artefacts by Period and Quantity

Period Quantity
Mesolithic/early Ncolithic 19 flints

Late Neolithic/early Bronz¢ Age 29 flints; 2 saddle querns
Romano-British 134 registered artefacts
Saxon 1 registercd artefact
Mecdieval/post-medieval 17 registered artefacts

Quantitics of registcred and non-ceramic bulk artefacts by feature type are presented below;

Table 6 Quantities of artefaces by feature type

| Feature Type | Registered | % | Nails | %

N
 interface
0.1 S
| Rubbish pit

| Quarry pit
 Structural eut
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Quantitics of registered and non-ceramic bulk artefacts by period are presented in Table 7. An
alphabetical listing of simple name classes, and their quantities, present at Peartree is presented in

¥ lemame classey by fanctional category and period are presented in
Tables 14-25.

Table 7 Artefacts by Period

®:
i

iPeriod | Registercd | % Nalls |

! T TR T BT
i Artefacts 5 : 5 :

wdvcboe b ek dre

"..,-,‘Maw.w:m,ﬂi,,,.f.?ﬂm;..

C735g 100 | da87g

The main focus of activity at Peartree occurred in Period 9. Landscape groups within this period have
been allocated to one of three phases, with the cxception of groups 12, 13 and 15 where closer dating
than the Roman period was not possible at the assessment stage. The sub-divisions, rclevant landscape
groups and registered artefact assemblage is presented in Tablc 8,

Table 8 Period 9 phases and landscape groups

“Beriod] “Buting Lar[:'i;ﬁ'ﬁém ; chi'sht'.;';éﬁcl";ﬁ'&‘ncts"f"M"""'""""”"
th igroup
9(] nd-4t]l 0‘12 bracelet (2) balance (l) kxul'e (1) Iead vesstl patch (1) 9tnp(l)
9 0 2nd-4th c. 13 {"bracelet (D; hobnail (1); vesscl glass (2), millstenc (1), ong (1); lead
e 55TBD (L) button (1)
9.0 f 2nd-4th c. L1s i millstone (1); pin (1), ring (1), whetstone (1); worked bone (1); stip
’91 2nd-3rd c ! bracelet (1); coin (260-268)
D S 2nﬂ-3rd c 5 , vessel glass (74), T-clamp (l), rotmy quem (l) chlsel(]), shcet (1)
191 Tondarde 6 : llgula (1), lead vessel (1); lead vessel repair (1), coins (364- 375 x2,

h i 388-402)

’“991 i e . finger r;nghflj,ﬁsf\ccl (1); vessel glass (2 coins (347-348; 375-378)  :
i 9.3 i 4th-e 5thec. : 9 bracelet (1); vessel glass (1), slaplc ), worked bone (1), ferrule (l),
i SO (270-74)
193 T iathestne |14 vessd glass (3), coin (388402)

Generally the artefact assemblage displays few signs of intrusive activity. A single context (724) in
Landscape group 16, Period 1, yielded a blue, square-sectioned bead commonly dated to the third to
fourth centuries (Guido 1978, 96), while context 548 (A47, L13) Pcriod 9 produced a button and
ceramic sherd of post-medieval date. The mid to late fourth century coinage from L6 and L7 of Period
9.1 (see Table 8) suggest intrusive activity. It should be noted however that although the cuts of these
features have been phased within 9.1, the features themselves are likely to have continued in use into
Period 9.3, the artefacts reflecting the point at which the features went out of use. Refincment of
phasing at the analysis stage will resolve this discrepancy between cuts and fills. Period 13, context
1547 A80 L1, yielded a second button and ceramic sherd of post-mcdieval date, similarly indicated
that the furrows tay have continued to be forined into the later period.

There is a greater degree of residuality evident amongstboth the registered and bulk assemblages. Of
the 75 flints from phased contexts, 39 come from contexts phascd to Periods 7-13 and are thercfore
residual, The Mesolithic assemblage from Period 3 is also residual, occurring in contexts containing

Bedford Southern Bypass: Post Excavation Assessment Report: Volume 2 Page 23




late Neolithic/early Bronze Age flint and ceramics. The latc Neolithic/ecarly Bronze Agc assemblage
from Period 3 however is, with one exception (1 flake, context 504), undisturbed, occurring with
ceramics of the same date range, Residual elements are also evident in Period 10, for example the fills
of pits 880 and 2087 produced vessel glass of late first to early third centuries and coins of late third
century date along with examples of the mid to late fourth century. The plough furrows of period 13
likewisc yielded two late fourth century coins.

Range and Variety

The sampling policy at Peartrce can be summed up as follows; all pits and postholes were 50%
sampled, linear features were examined for structural associations, dating and cnvironmental evidence
and on average a 20% sample of the volume was excavated. No sieving took place. A metal detector
was used to scan newly stripped areas of the excavation. Sorting of soil samples accounted for 6
registered artefacts, 5 flints, less than 1g of slag and ¢ 5g of burnt stones.

The use of a metal detector will have ensured retricval of metalwork from the upper fills of features,
although it may have biased the overall composition of the artefact assemblage in favour of metalwork
(see Table 9). The large percentage of glass recovered is mainly attributable to the fills of onc ditch
(1276 A4) which contained 87 glass vcssel sherds (74 registered artcfacts), 87% of the glass
assemblagg,

Table 9 Quanttty of dﬂejact by material

Materlal Quantity of reglstcrcd Percentage
: (artefacts

Iron

Lcad/Lead Alloy
Bone .- -u-‘.,......‘.l...‘........-........,..........
TOTAL

Amongst the 87 registered artefacts of vessel glass (100 sherds in total) a number of forms were
recognised. These are presented below by Period and Landscape group.

Table 10 Vessel Glass forms by Perled and Landscape Group

muapdz Nn;ldenhﬁahleformsl)ate range of
sherds | woren, fOTIIS

pnsmanc bottle latc lst éarly\Brd ‘
square bottle (Isings form 50) Hate 1st-mid2nd
_tubular rimuned bowl (Ismgs form 44)

culourlesa segmenmd wheelcut'bowl latc lst. mxd an )
globu]ar jar or jug (Isings forms 67c or late 2nd
c010urless wheelcut beaker o 4 latc an
colourless cylmdncal cap (ISmgs form Tate 2nd

BSb) S T
cylmdncal cﬁ'ﬁ ., ' :-_l_tﬁ an ‘éé'l'rly 3rd
prismatic bottle. late Ist - early 3rd_ |
up . mid-late 4th

f,VN :M“e.\w;akm.m. ,;M-gh_Aw;._u;M.v;«w.é.mg_A
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{ prismaticbottle” T ate 1t - early 3rd |
% form ““‘de“ﬂf’ablc but, OfPOtESh B‘ass_ . medieval ¢

All the registcred and bulk non-ceramic artefacts have been assigned to 54 simple name or class
groups (see Table 13), These in turn have been allocated to functional categories and the artefacts and
their respective quantities in each category by Period are set out in Tables 14 - 25.

The lithic assemblage by simple name and period is presented in Table 24, Table 11 presents the

phased agsemblage (75 flints) by Period with the date range noted where discernible, The flint quality
encountered was variable, suggesting most if not all the raw material derived locally from redeposited
river gravels. The colour ranged from pale grey to dark grey and light brown. Several pieces, ten in
Period 1, were patinated and significantly these tended to display Mesolithic manufacturing
tcchniques.

Table 11 Lithic assemblage by Period and typological date range

" l_'m g_nd Quantltles
! blade (1); flakes (4); cuttmg 1o0ls (4 ),
f microdenticulate (1)
§ isel : arrowhcad (1); ﬂakes (6)
. flakes (19)
) blade (1), cuttmg lool (1) ﬂake (1) .
{ chisel arrowhead (1); flakes (7).

e

_ Mcsollthlc/carl;Neohthnc
: Late Ncolxthlc/early Bronze Age

II-_E I.UUl.b [}_1. J

bladc (l)
i ﬂakcs (3)

Condition

The following quantities of material were submitted to the Conservator for x-radiography and
assessment:

T'able 12 Artefacs submiftted to the Conservator, by material

Materjal type Quantities
Iron rcgistered artcfacts 18

Tron bulk artefacts (nails) 16

Copper alloy rcgistered artefacts 23

Lead rcgistered ancfacts 4

TOTAL 61

The condition of these finds was assessed by visual examination with the aid of a stereo microscope
and by x-radiography, the latter carried out using a Faxifron x-ray cabinet with Xodak Industrex CX
and DuPont NDT75 x-ray film (UCL X-RAY Nos EH®160-4, EH0169). Full details are given on the
Asscssment Shects held at St Mary’s Archaeology Centre.
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Lron:

Most of these items werg in fair to good condition, with just a small proportion showing signs of more
extensive mincralisation, cracking and flaking, Several bore traces of catbonised wood among the soil
and corrosion products covering them, but traces of possible mineral-prescrved organic material werc
present on only one itcm (RF 97 T-clamp, Context 1274, wood).

Copper Alloy:
The 23 finds received for assessment included 18 coins. Generally thesc items were in fair condition,

with surface patinas at least partially visible on most. The coins generally bore wormn surface detail,
although some were much clearer, with x-radiography proving very useful in revealing the extent of

surviving detail

Lead:
These (inds were in fair to poor condition, with cracking and crumbling apparent on threc of the four
items. Onc, a small stud, was found 0 bear moulded surface decoration (RF 46, Context 200).

Although not examined by the Conscrvator, the remaining regisicred finds were believed to be stable
and in fair to good condition.

Glass :
With the exception of on¢ sherd of medieval potash glass, the glass assemblage is chemically stable
and is in a good state of prescrvation.

Flint:
Ovcrall the flint is in fair to good condition. The degree of post-depositional damage, including

snapped flakes and abraded edges, increased in the later Periods, The residual Mesolithic assemblage

has a higher degree of patination and a number of the blades were snapped.

Registered and non-ceramic bulk grtefacts by functional category and period

Table 13 Peartree Registered and non-ceramic bulk artefacts Simple name list

B L T L R A LR NTEC St

 Simplename i Quamtity
loomweight =~ oo b
millstone b,
pals T3

 Simplemame T Quantity
ibadge b
ba]a“ce B T T I PP P T TR

* buliet (musketball)

: pung (lead vessel re'};ﬁir)
bumtgtone

_ﬁt\ger rmg
ﬂmt arrowhead
[flintblade

 flint core
__!'Imt core rcluvena on flake
ﬂmt ﬂake ;
ﬂmt mlcrodcntlculate

i (WeeZers
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flintscraper T TS T vessel,
 hamumerstone

. Cvessl ()
(Bobnail . | wedeg (Fe)

: whetstone ;

aworkedbone TR

Table 14 Buildings and Services

 Simplesame — : -
i Roofing lead  :

Table 15 Fasteners and Fittingy

Bated T T T T T T T it
| Simple name ¢ 5 ?

| Simple name ¢
{ Millstong P
i Rotaryquern | ¢
Vessel glass

! Period/ G

Slmplename

[a—y
Lh

S VU SOV U —

128¢g
16.1g

Bumt stone* o :
! Worked
: antler/bone

¥ bunt stone is presumed to ‘indicate 2 h:a:th which 1 rmy bc “either domnstm or mdugtml in naturs, This will b determined, by
distributions, in the analysis stage,

L dagg

1 e e

H

TSRO SOV SUPU AUV S D SN RUND. SHUON SUPIS.

b._-....__.aj.uwiwm;ﬂ.}.m bt v e e
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| Period/ |
; Simple name

: Simple name
; Balance

Table 18 Muki-purpose blades and sharpeners

:
B

Unstrat ;

r-\- .“:_.....,-{:MM.M

h
cede

H

H

H
cut

Table 19 Trade and Commerce

Table 20 Animal Trappings and Transportation

el T
: Simple name

Table 21 Weaponry
Penodl e R 4 e et ke e
{ Simple name :

 Badge (military)

Table 22 Personal Adornment and Dress

AN SN A AN S S S S A 8 S A S £ A

i

[ Period/
: Simple name

*

Table 23 Toiletry and Surgical Implements

BTN T P L LTI T S T P T PR PO TP PRUNTT PP TP P B PP P ErPE TP LI TN

{Period/ 11 17 ‘9 10 14
| Simple name ! ; '5 i

—
(¥}

o
&
5
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Table 24 Prehistoric

i Arrowhcad (chiscl)

i Cutting tool

Sad quern_

¥

PR - NS SN UU SUE. TPP-P SE SR

IO S SN SO

Table 25 Wide-ranging uses or unidentified objects

e T T PP TP TP LR EAP ST PP TR SR

: Simplename
iDisc

i Pertod TR R T TG T T Uit
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2.1.3 CERAMICS

Factual data

Quantification of material

Poucry
The pottery was recorded by fabric type and form; quantification was by sherd count. The information

was computerised to facilitate data manipulation, A total of 4668 sherds was recorded. This figure is
broken down by fabric type in section 1.3,

The material from the topsoil and other unstratified pottery has not been quantificd. A scan tn nnte
sherds of intrinsic intercst or new fabric or form types will be sufficient.

Building material

The buildin g mater

weight. The assemblage makcs up 218 frd gments compmmg ule bnck and daub/flred clay

Provenance

Pottery
Table 26 Quantity of pottery from different feature types

% TOTAL :

 Furows
(layers
{ Natural fedtures

 Ploughsoii T T g
L Graves 14
1 Land dram ;

Table 26 shows the relative quantities of pottery from the different types of feature on site, Almost all
the pottery, 91.1%, comes from pits and ditches. These cut features are usually regarded as the least
susceplible to contamination, at least in their lowest fills. This will provide the site with a number of
closely dated pottery groups, One context in particular (1274) will be significant to both the dating of
the site and its regional and national context (see volume I, section 2.1).

Phasing and date range
Period 9 has been subdivided into three phases as follows:

e Phasel 2428 sherds
e Phasc?2 121 sherds
= Phage3 404 sherds
¢ Other 694 sherds

*
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The bulk of the building material dated to the Roman period occurs in period 9, with only slight
residuality and intrusion. The daub/fired clay also occurs in quantity in period 9 and is likely to date

to this pcriod.

Range and variety

Poltery
Type Series

The type series is listed below, New types or those that have not been published previously are marked

with an asterisk(*),

FARLY PREHISTORIC T0T4L 51
FE Neolithic/Bronze Age 51
IRON AGE TOTAL 102
FL * Early-middle Iron Age 77
F0G Late Iron Age ‘Belgic’ type 25
ROMAN TOTAL 4426
R Miscellancous Roman 14
R REHITE 31y
RO2 Mica-gilded 4
RO3A Finc white ware 27
RO3B Gritty while ware 473
ROSA Orangc sandy 62
ROSB Fine orange 2
ROG Grey ware 1321
RO? Black sandy 158
R10 Buff gritty 12
R11 Oxford colour coat 78
RI1IF Oxford mortaria 37
RI2A Nene Valley mortaria 17
R12B Nen¢ Valley colour coat 236
R13 Shelly 1401
R14 Red-brown harsh 7
R19 Amphora 13
R2ZZA Hadham oxidised 3
R31 * Coarse white ware 12
R32 Lead glazed 1
R33 Verulamivm mortaria 1
R35 Grog tempered 8
POST-ROMAN TOTAL 83
A Early-mid Saxon 71
E02 Late mcdieval oxidised 1
P Post-medieval 11
MISC Miscellaneous unknown TOTAL 5

G R S T eh R O a sy ED ED S P S e M a) P B S e -
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Larly Prehistoric
A lotal of 51 sherds of Ncolxthlc/Bron/c Age date wcrerecovercd, Fabrics are grog and/or shelly

ns Iave fatlen out of beéen leached out. Surfaces are red-brown or
buff-brown in colour with reduced, dark grey or black cores and sutface patches, Three rim sherds
were found, one with incised decoration. A single body sherd of Beaker pottery was found, thin and
well made and less abraded than the other eaily prehistoric sherds. All contexts with early prehistoric
pottery were uncontaminated by later poitery.

Iron Age
A single new fabric type was identified; all the Iron Age Lypes, however, have been grouped together

—forpurposesof assessment. A total of 102 sherds was recovered from the site, 77 of which were
agsigned to the Pre-‘Belgic’ Iron Age tradition, and 25 of which were assigned to the late Iron Age
‘Belgic’ tradition. The term ‘Belgic’ is used here to define a pottery tradition as defined by Thompson
(1991); it has no cultural connotations,

The pre ‘Belgic’ pottery comprises 13 sherds that are residual in later Roman conicxts; 31 sherds
assigned to the early-middle Iron Age, and 32 sherds assigned to the middle-late Iron Age. There is
no 4oubt some overlap between this latter group and the ‘Belgic’ assemblage, but the extent to which

the native pottcry tradition continued in usc alongside the ‘Belgic’ tradition of ceramics will be
examined at the analysis stage. Only two rims were found, both simple everted 1ims, one in a mid-late
Iron Age shelly fabric, the other in an early Iron Age flint tempered fabric.

The late Iron Age ‘Belgic’ pottery comprises mainly single undiagnostic sherds in abraded grog-
tempered fabrics. These fabrics range from finc to coarse, but with coarse grog predominating. Three
contexts produced nothing but late [ron Age pottcry, but even here the fabrics are limited to grog-

tempered and shell-tempered wares, and the sherds are small and abraded. A single residual sherd-is

diagnostic of form, a small fragment of cverted rim, probably a jar.

Roman

The Roman pottery forms the bulk ofthe ceramic assemblage, comprising 442.6 sherds. Twenty five
different forms could be distinguishe¢d from the rims (tables 30-3 1). More sherds will be allocated to a
form, if only to a broad class, at the analysis stage; the totals given below should therefore be regarded
as a minimum.

Table 30 Nusmber of kitchen vessel forms

, Kichen vesselforms ...
cordonedjars T
triangular rim _]ar

rcctangu!gr ti En JH.!‘
CEOIAge AT i
Pundercutrimjar T T
lidseaedjar T
Cmeckedjar T
Vewlamivm ypejar
i mortatia

o 2L

Bedford Southern Bypass: Post Excavation Assessment Report: Volume 2 Page 33




Table31 Number of tableware forms

Tablewareforms

b i i
lainrimdish
i flangedrimdish
eedrimdish i,
carinatedbowl

| rectangular rimbowl

A preliminary survey of the forms indicates a predominance of jars, 57.19%, primarily used for
cooking and storage Other kitchen and storage vessels, such a3 amphorac and mortaria, make up
8.75%. Tablewarcs make up 33.75%. There & a single unrecognised form, enough of which suivives
10 draw up a full profile and determine its function at the analysis stage.

The quantity of imports on the site is relatively low. With the exception ofthe samian vessels and the
amphorae, no other continental imports were found. The sources of most of the pottery are local or
regional. The preponderance of Verulamium, Oxford and Nene Valley wares fits into the pattern of
Roman rural sitcs in the county.

Post Roman
A small quantity, 83 sherds, of post-Roman pottery was found, comprising Saxon, medieval and post-
medicval pottery. Seventy one sherds arc of Saxon date. Of thesc, three were found in ploughsoil, and

two-were intrasive inperiod 9 contexts. The Test were found with residual Roman pottery. Few forms
could be distinguished; only three rims were found, and these are from crudely hand made, slightly
everted jars,

The one late medieval body sherd was found in a furrow. The post-medieval pottery was mainly found
in furrows although four tiny fragments were found in period 9 ditches and are intrusive. A single rim
sherd was found, from an internally glazed, lid-seated jar.

Evidence of use

Little evidence of use was noted on the ceramic assemblage, with the exception of sooting, mainly on
the bodies of jars. Thesc were probably used for cooking. Few residues were recorded; those that
survived were all off-white in'colour and found inside bases. Wear marks are present on the rims of
lid-seated vessels, indicating long or constant use. Few ceramic lids were found, it is likely that other
materials, such as wood, were uscd but do not survive.

Context 1274, a ditch terminal, contained a large assemblage of pottery, 1401 sherds in total, dating
to the late 2nd century. The vessels arc unabraded and in substantially complete, if fragmentary,
condition, Of thesc, seven arc stamped samian vessels, Fabric types RO3A and R03B are a major part
of this context group, consisting of 436 sherds. One of the jars in fabric type RO3B is a copy ofa metal
vessel, down to the rivets attaching the handle to the body. Such assemblages, usually pit groups, are
kunown from other sites, among them 'T'owcester (Lambrick 1980), Alcester (Cracknell and Mahoney
1994) and Fellmongers (Price 1987). All are dated to the sccond half of the 2nd century; all contain
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almost complete vesscls, and all comprise a large proportion of samian vessels. The non-ceramic
characteristics of these groups are discussed in volume 1, scction 2.1.

Building material

Tile

The Roman tile makes up 28.7% of the total asscmblage. Threc fabrics were defined: sand, sand and
grog, and shell. All thesc fabric types are known from other sites in the county, e.g. Sandy (BCAS in
prep.). Most of the tile comprises roofing material. The two fragments of box flue, in addition to the
tegulae and imbrices, may indicate a substantial building in the vicinity even though no stiuctural
evidence for such a building was found on site.

Table 32 Quantities of different tile forms

..Noof fragments

. Roman unidentified "
MWP-M roorttle e L LLLE TSR T ITT LR LR T T

Brick/floor tile
The Roman assemblage of brick/floor tile makes up 67.9% of the total. The brick and floor tile have
becn grouped togcther because ol‘ the dlﬂ"lculty in dctermmmg their functlon on form alone. Thrcc

d ’ shetly-fabric. Both
pottery and bmldmg matena] were mamlfacturod at Harmld noﬂh Beds. (Brown 1994), and this is a
likely source for the Peartree Farm matcrial.

Table33 Quantities of lmck/ﬂnm' tile

Daub /fired clay
The daub/fired clay numbered 82 fragments. Surfaces sutvive on 23 picces; wattle impressions can be
scen on 3 pieces, and 6 pieccs have finger impressions. Thirteen fragments of possible hearth lining

WeTe recovered ftom a single context (733).

Condition

The pottery and the building material is in good condition, coming primarily from cut features, and
showing little sign of abrasion. No further (reatment is necessary.
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2.1.4 HUMAN BONE

Factual data

Quantification, provenance and range of material

Two inhumations were recovered, Both were from within contexts dating to the late Roman Period,
9.4. The first, Inhumation I (C950), was an infant burial, cut into or contained within what may have
been the clay floor of a small rectangular building (A37). The second , Inhumation 2 (A84), an adult,
was cut through pits and gullies in turn cutting part of a late Roman enclosure system (L9). The grave
cut of the latter was notable for its anthropogenic shape. Neither inhumation was accompanied by
surviving grave goods, nor were there any indications of coffins, shrouds, or other paraphernalia.

S G G GB G B A G G G @) am @
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2.1.5 ANIMAL BONE

Factual data

Quantification and provenance

Twenty four boxes ofbone were recovered by hand excavation. Sixty two soil samples were found to
contain small bone fragments or micro fauna.

Table 34 Number of contexts containing bone by period

| Period_ | No.of contexts !
U :
i1

Range and variety

Most ofthe faunal remains at Peartree Farm date to thc Roman period, Period 9. There are a few
specimens from periods 7 and 10 but probably too few to rcpay analysis. Petiod 9 has been sub-divided
into three phases, coming in the main from pits ditches and fills of features such as tanks (A36). Hand
recovered bones came from horse cattle pig Sheep/goat, dog, red deer and hare, The sieved samples
produced evidence of rodents, amphibians and small birds, Preliminary examination suggests the
predominance of cattle. :

Condition

A good number of the bones can provide useful mcasurements, and information on age at death is
available from cattle, pig and sheep/goat mandibles,
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2.1.6 MACROSCOPIC PLANT AND INVERTEBRATE REMAINS

Factual data

Quantification, provenance and range of material

Quercus (0ak) charcoal was recavered from some Neolithic and possible Neolithic tree- throw features
(Table 2), suggesting that these features could have been related to the clearance of oak woodland. The
earliest evidence for cultivated plants, however is from am Iron Age pit, (Table 35), which contained a large
quantity of charred 7riticum spelta (spelt wheat) glumes, a somewhat smaller quantity of spelt grain and
littleelse (Sample 85, Context 1040), While such an assemblage is entirely plausible for an Iron Age
context, its similatity to some of the Roman assemblages from the site (e.g. Sample 76) and the absence of
charred crop remains from the other Iron Age fcatures on the site, which does not scem to have been an Iron
Age settlement, casts some doubis on the date of the material,

Some of the Roman features on the silc contained high concentrations of charred cereal processing waste. —
Samples 64, 76, 80 and 81, from deposits in and related to A36, a tank-like feature, all contain high
quantities of spelt glumes, about a tenth the quantity of spelt grain and relatively few weed seeds. This
suggests that the material represents de-huslang debris from relatively clean spelt spikelets, The ocourrence
of disarticulated embryos and the state of the grain in Samplc 81 suggests that the remains could have
resulted from the rubbing and cleaning of malted grain. Possibly there was a corn dricr situated near this
part of the site. The charred weed seeds include Bromus sp. (brome grass), Agrostemmagithago (com-
cockle), Rumex sp. (dock) and Avena sp. (oats), all relatively large sceds which tend to stay with the grain
during the early stages of crop cleaning. (It is assumed (hat oats is more likely to be a weed than a crop at
this datc), The only usc(ul assemblage of molluscs is from Sample 67, from the re-cut of Ditch A36. The
occurrence of Anisus leucostoma suggests it held stagnant water while the presence of Vallonia costata and
V. excentrica suggestsdry, open conditions on (he site.

The laic Roman / early Saxon flots are very sparse in cereal remains. However, the occurrence of spelt wheat
suggests that the contexts are likely to be Roman unless the grain is residual,

. |

i

: i No, of items within samples by Iron Age Late Roman /

| | e
wl:crlod ‘ : § i Ea_rly Saxon
 1-10 | E | p 3
11100 ; : l . | -
- 101-1000 i E 2 ; :
Spcc:es by Pcrmd ‘ ; f
: 1' riticum spelta spelt wheal ? ++ f ++ ? +
T. spelta spelt wheat - glumes 4+ g ++++ % -
Hordeum vulgare six-row barley - % - : +
Avana sp. oats + : ++ § +

Arablc weeds 3 + (+)++ : +

seeds unless stated. + 1-10 items, ++ 11-100 ncms 4 101 1000 ++++ 1000+

++ 1otal for sample in which most abundant(+)4=total for peried ]
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Table 36 Charcoal from Peartree Farm

=

No. flots 2 1 5

ETmal sumples

Alnus | Corytus tp.  alder/hazel - - .

‘No. hand-picked o

4
1

.

?Neolithic Iron Age Roman  Latc Roman / Early Saxon

Quercus sp. oak 3 2 4
cf. Pomoidcae hawthorn etc - - 3

cf. Prunus tp. sloe etc - - : 1
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2.2 VILLAGE FARM

2.2.1 STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE

Summary (fig.8)

Excavations at Village Farin were initially targeted towards recording the ring ditches visible on
acrial photographs. These were probably of late Neolithic/Eatly Bronze Age date and appear (o have
remained featurcs in the landscape at least in to the Iron Age. Iron Age settlement was located just to
the north ofthe rings and compriscd pits and post-built stiuclures; no buildings wer¢ identified. No
Roman activity was recorded. Two possiblc sunken feature buildings and a pit group testify to Early
Saxon settlement just to the east of the ring ditches. Middle Saxon evidence is lacking although the
sequence is plcked up once agam during the Saxo-Norman period, a partly cnclosed farmstcad with

i

- ildings ocoupying the site (this i5 now kiiown to be part of a much more extensive
settlement, see Appendix 2). The area continued to be uscd for settlement into the fifteenth century, a

well, bread oven, and possible furace having been discovered.

Background to the excavation

The excavations at Village Farm Iay some 500m to the gast of those at Peartres Farm-at- TL-053468;

approximatcly 2.5km 1o the south of Bedford town centre within the parish of Elstow. They were
located on the same gravel ridge, at around 30m. aOD. The land was generally level, although it
dropped away markedly beyond the limits of excavation into the small valley of the strcam marking
the southern limit of the ridge. Prior to development the site had heem under arable cultivation and
had been subject to intensive ploughing.

Excavation at Village Farm was undertaken between April and June 1994 with the watching bricf

continuing, intermittently, until October 1994. Excavation ran concurrently with work at Manor and
Bunyan’s Farms, lkm to the east.

One of the major objectives of the project was to record the ting ditches. Although clearly visible on
aerial photographs their precise location on the ground was uncertain. Access for evaluation had been
denied until compulsory purchase ordcrs were served and initial plotting suggested that the road
corridor might pass just to the north and cause little or no damage. A provisional project design had
been drawn up so that evaluation could take place as soon as access could be arranged. A geophysical
survey was carried out in December 1993 suggesting scattered anomalies were located across the area
with one of the ring-ditches within the road corridor. An area approximately 30 x 50m, was then
opened up confiruing that both rings werc threatened. Trial trenches were located across the
remaining part of the route to assess the nature and extent of any further remains, Settlement and
boundary features were located within both thc opcn arca and the innnediately ad jacent trial trenches.

Immediately to the south within OS land parcels 5600 and 8500, evaluation and fill excavation ahead

of proposed gravel extraction indicated archaeological activity continuing as far as 250m south of the
Village Farm site (Phillips and Shepherd 1994, and this volume appendix 1)

Method statement

Excavation was carried out in accordance with Bedfordshire County Archaeolegy Services'
Procedures Manual, Work was undertaken in predominantly dry conditions and the site was well
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drained. Topsoil was removed by a mechanical excavator, after which hand excavation commenced.
As a result of the prchistoric nature of the site a programme of diy-sicving was maintained, initially
based on a 50% sample by volume, of all features, although resources later necessitated that this be
reduced to 10%,

Factual data

The following represents a (abulated breakdown of the quantity and type of sit¢ structural records.

The structural evidence is also presented in the form of a detailed descriptive narrative; nised by

Period.

Cuantification of material

Table 37 Quantity of site structural records

L B

L Record type
Suc drawmgs 57 Al muln contcxt plans/sccllon sheets ;
HBBLQ&‘EEE‘S e, 864._prints/transparencies |

Table 38 Quantity of fearure types

e

3
i
3
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Featurc type
D]tchcs and ,gullles

Ofhers T
3,:!:9.?3,LMMWW" 926 :
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The structural remains can be characterised as ‘truncated’, having been subject 10 ploughing from at
least the later medieval period up to the present day. The vast majority of feature types that remained
for investi gation were either pits ot ditches or structural features (87% of the total), only 8 layer
contexts were identified. The structural fcatures were almost exclusively post holes and whereas some
of these could be seen to be part of post-built structures (e.g. the Saxo-Nomman buildings) the majority
remained isolated, spatially and stratigraphically, and constitute a large portion of the unphased
material (unphased contexts amount to approximately 30% of the total excavated sample).

Suxprlsmg]y on site occupled through s many penods (cven though setlement appears to have been

: ips with whitli to establish a secure structural
chronology Actlvlty w1thm dlffcrent penods appears to have shifted across the site thlough time,
seldom occupying the same space. Pottery spot dates have been relied on 1o a great extent in
constructing the provisional phasing, and this accounts for the large number of unphased features,
many contained no datable material,

Evidence by period
Table 39 Phasing Sammaty

{PERIOD T CONTEXTS | LANDSCAPE | DESCRIPTION :

I o v--.--.’n-uw AN AAIAA S ALA TS LT PR I WL e e A --.-------§

i Period 1: Natural glaclal and E 3
: alluyial deposits S . |
! Period 4: Late NcolnhchEarly ; Ring-ditches and boundary i
IBronze Age ) .
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PERIOD 1
Tree Clearance

A collection of irregularly shaped fcatures, interpreted as tree throws, were recorded. None of these
contained datable material or formed part of a stratigraphic sequence,

PERIOD 4 Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age (fig.9)
Two ring ditches were located on the southern side of the sitc, Later ploughing had removed any
mound material.

Ring ditch (A5)

This measurcd approximately 15m in diameter with a ditch 2m. wide and 1Im. deep. Within the fills a
clcar break could be seen between primary silting of more minerogenic material and secondary filling
of a more humic nature, the two phases were separated by a possible stabilisation horizon. This
horizon coincided with a break in the cultural record: the primaty fills were largely absent of finds
other than flint, the upper fills were associated with bone, lithics and ceramics of Iron Agc date.

Ring ditch {AS56}

This measured approximately 35m in diamcter with a ditch 3m. wide and 1.2m. deep, much more
substantial than (AS). The ditch fills may have been substantially disturbed as a result of animal
burrows and root action, although a similar sequence of primary and secondary deposits could be
identified, with again Iron Age material coming from thc uppcr fills (as with 1ing ditch (A5), the [fills
have been split between Periods 4 and 7 as a result of this),

Ditch (A46) (fie.10}

Towards the eastern end of the site a single linear ditch, approximately 50m. in length, was recorded
as being cut by the later medieval field/cnclosure boundaries, No other features were found in a
similar stratigraphic position or oriented to a similar alignment. Most striking were the fills, noted on
excavation as being "very different from surrounding features” in their leached-out quality. Although
no datable material was rccovered this last characteristic suggests a prchistoric date.

PERIOD 7 Iron Age (fig. 9)

The site of the ring ditches may have retained some ritual significance into the Iron Age; two
isolated cremations may indicate this. The great majority of features, however, may in icate
settlement with storagc pits and four-post structures having been identified.

Ring ditches

Both ditches were open during the Iron Age and rcceived contemporary cultural material into their
upper fills. The fills of (A5) produced an assemblage of bon¢ and pottery of Early or Middle Iron Age
date with nine contexts producing flint and bone only. The same pattern is true of the larger ring ditch
(AS6), although extensive animal and root disturbance had taken place and, unlike ditch (AS), no
clear break in the deposits was visible. Nevertheless, a concentration of flint and Iron Age pottery was
observed in the upper fills. Notable finds included a flint convex end scraper, of late Neolithic or carly
Bronze Age date (RF17) and presumably residual, and a Roman kiln bar. The bar, together with a
small amount of Roman pottery suggests the ditch of the larger ring remained open ¢ven into Period

9. The root and animal disturbance suggests that the barrow mound may have become overgrown and
further protected fiom denudation. If, as the ditch diamcter suggests, it had been a large mound then it
may have remained a feature in the landscapc for some time, requiring substantial effort to level it.
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Pit alignment
i of the larger ring ditch (A 56y, a /8 oricnted alignment of pits and large post

holes was located, (A 19). This extended for at least 40m and may have continued beyond the southern
edge of the excavation, although the alignment clearly ended before the northern limit of the site. The
alignment comprised thirty individual features. These were not laid out end to end but in rough
pairings creating the overall impression of a doubie alignment. Fecw relationships were identified
between the separate pits, and so the alignment’s origin as a single or multi phase feature remains
obscure.

————Thealigmenl appears 1o run rangentially from the NE cdge of ring (A56), a single pit (A200)
apparently cutting the uppcer fills, although the definition of the ditch was confusing at this point and
the relationship remains uncertain. The spatial relationship is nevertheless significant and provides
further indication that the ring ditches, and by inference the mounds, might still have been visible at
this time,

A definitive int¢rpretation of the pit alignment is not possible at this stage: further analysis is needed
on the forin and spatial relationships of the fcatures. At a very simple level, it may rcpresent a line of
storage pits, these ranged along, or themselves forming, a boundary, Parallels for this exist at sites in
the Upper Thames Valley, for example at Butlers Field, Lechlade (Miles and Palmer 1986) and
another example has recently been published from Milton Keynes (Williams 1993), found in
association with an Tron Age enclosurc similar to (A56). Alicrnatively, the alignment may have had
some ritual significance, and this might be indicated by its association with the still upstanding (A56).
This interpretation might be supported by the location of cremation (A20) on the western edge of the
alignment. A number of the pits appear (0 have held timber uprights, this could equally support a
boundatry or ritual interpretation.

- as a»

Cremations

Three possible human cremations were identified, the first (A20) on the western edge of the pit
alignment and a second (A78) approximately 10m. to the north of ring-ditch (AS). Both of these were
contained within small pits and pottery of Iron Age date was recovered from the backfill. The third
cremation (C2512/3) (fig.10) lay 105m to the east of the larger ring in an area otherwise devoid of
Iron Age remains. Dated by pottery sherds the cremated bone was accompanied by the in-situ burnt
skeleton of a dog and by three cow ribs, presumably a joint of meat. The first two cremations may
imply continued use of the barrow site as a focus for sepulchral and ritual activity. The third more
¢claborate cremation may not be contemporary although its relative distance from the ring-ditches need
not rulc out association,

Settlement

Post-built structures and alignments

Five ‘four-post stiuctures' were identified (e.g. A3); a group of three within the area of Period 11
occupation are not well dated and may in fact relate to that latcr activity. The majority of post-built
structures were sited 10 the west of the pit alignment. (A9) may represent two further four-posters or
an eight-post structure (A8) is possibly incomplete and may mark the site of a six-post structure. In
addition, at least two short linear post alignments were also recorded, (A25 and A94). These were
located to the east of the pit alignment and were parallel, 2m apart, and aligned east to wcst. It is
possible that they formed fence lines, but interpretation is hindered by their location adjacent to the
eastern limit of excavalion,

Pit groups

To the west of the main pit alignment, a complex of small pits and post holes have been grouped
together as landscape group (L16). In addition there is a scatter of Iron Age features, (L24), extending
across the site. Neither ofthese groups can b convincingly interpreted as parts of
structures/alignments but they do appear to indicate scttlement activity of Iron Age date.

PERIOD 11 Saxon (fig.10)
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Settlement
Sunken Feature Buildings and Pits

am an am

Evidence for Saxom activily tools the form of scatiercd pits and buildings concentrated to the east of
the Tron Age featurcs. Two, (A17) and (Al6), appear to be Sunken Feature Buildings (SFB's). The
first, (A17) comprised a shallow (¢.200mm.), rectangular scoop 3.8 x 2.5m., aligned east-west, with
post holes, located centrally, in what were presumably the gable ends. The fills contained an
assemblage of pottery and loom weights of early Saxon type. A burnt piece of timber was also located
within these fills and was sampled for possible C14 analysis.

A slightly larger, but otherwisc similar, cut (A16), was situated just to the east, This had the same

gencral characteristics as (Al7), although the terminal posts were not a well defined.

The other Saxon features were less diagnostic. Pits (A64) and (A65) were situated in the eastern side
of the site. They were irregular, shallow featurcs, containing small quantities of Saxon material.
Featur¢ (A33) was a large, irregular steep sided pit, containing Saxon material and may perhaps be
best interpreted as a quarry pit, as might (A96).

PERIOD 12 Saxo-Norman (fig. 10)

The main focus for activity during this period lay within the central part of the excavated area; a
collection of post-buill buildings with associated pits, possibly marking the siteof a compound and
defined by a ditched boundary to the west, A scatter of pits and post-holes, including a single
structure, indicate activity to the west and east beyond the compound.

Boundaries

ough many o antained poenro o {]

only boundary securcly dated to this period. A curving discontinuous ditch running the width of the
site, its form was complicated by two short lengths of gully, and linear spreads which together suggest
a ditched trackway rather than a single boundary. If this boundary/trackway can be considered the
western limit of the Saxo-Norman farmstead then the eastern boundary may have been fossilised in a
similar curving ditch, part of the later medicval field system. This would explain the form of that
ditch when all others within that system were rectilinear,

Settlement

Buildings

(Landsecape group 7)

Four buildings were recognised. Most substantial was an east-west aligned building 8 x 4m, (A28),
with a possible entrance midway along its' east side. Building (A27) was similar in character,
although smaller at 4 x 2m. and may have been a subsidiary structure to (A28). To the south
Buildings (A29) and (A54) may have formed a similar pairing. Together the two sets of structures
may represent a single farmstcad, with buildings arranged around a central yard arca,

Further traces of structures, in the form of post alignments (A30) and (A121), to the east of building
(A28) may have been fence lincs/boundaries or possibly the fragmentary remains of further buildings.

A singlc isolated structure (A8G) was located eutside (o the west of the compound. Post-bullt and
measuring 10 x 5m. this was again poorly dated. Unlikely on form to earlier than the Saxon period it
could nevertheless run into the twelfth/thirteenth century, contemporary with many of the features in
this part of the site,

Pits

Within the compound, on its northern side and scattered around Buildings (A27) and (A28) were ten
pits, all in the region of Im. in diameter. No obvious function has yet been identified. A significantly
larger pit (A36), may originally have been a quarry.

Scattered, isolated features dating to this period were located throughout the site.
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PERIOD 13 Medieval (fig.10)

+-

Latcr medieval activity concentrates to the east and west ofthe Saxo-Norman occupation. To the east
regular strip-like enclosures were formed and within the south-cast corner evidence for industrial
activity was recovered, this continucd east as observed in the watching brief. To the west more
irregular enclosures were laid out with settlement activity recorded along the northern edge of the site,
The spot dates for this period cover the eleventh to fourteenth centuries, a timber-lined well (A 10)
having filled up by the fifteenth century,

Boundaries

To the east two systems of ¢nclosure can bepostulated, the strip ficlds (L.9) and a possible earlier
system (L.8). The carlier system comprised discontinuous ditches forming an isolated rectangular
enclosure: this dated no earlicr than the twelfth/thirteenth century, The few, and rather uncertain,
stratigraphic relationships available suggest this system was replaced by the strip enclosures: thesc
were organised along a major NE-SW axis with the ditch fills collecting into the thirtcenth/fourteenth
centuty. The curving easternmost element of this system appears rather incongruous compared with
the die-straight aspect of the other ditches, and this may reflect an earlier boundary, possibly that to
the Saxo-Norman farmstead compound.

Although no material later than the fourteenth century was recovered from the (L9) ditches the
enclosures appear to have continued in use into the eighteenth century, the boundaries clearly visible
on the Estate Map of 1746 (CRO:XI/6/1). This also raises the possibility that the enclosures are in fact
quite late or long-lived, the pottery recovered being residual.

A further group of lmcar dltches, (L’i) is sxluated at the westem end of the site. Thcse are far more

possnblhty exxsts for an earller isolated enclosure although no rclauonshlps exist to conﬁrm this and
the disposition of ditches might merely reflect a more haphazard conlemporary layout, A similar
range of twelfth, thirteenth and fourteenth century dates was recovered.

Settlement

{Landscape group 4).

Located within the SE corner of the sitc wete two hearths (A S0), both similar bowi-shaped featurcs,
one associated with evidence for metalworlsing, The lining of hearth 2955 was sampled for
archaeomagnctic dating and gave a date of 1140-1230 AD (AJC-119). During the watching brief a
further hearth (A228) was located 20m to the east. The relationship of these features and the activities

they represent to the boundaries of (L9) is uncertain. Two isolated pit were also recorded in the NE
corner.

(Landscape group 15)

A second group of features indicating settlcment were concentrated along the northern edge of the site
in the area ofthe boundaries (LS). These comprised a number of pits and post holes and in particular
a possible bread oven (A100) and a well (Al10). The oven was sampled for archacomagnetic dating
purposes and gave a date of AD 1060-1120 (AJC-118) derived from the lining.

(Lardscapc group 12)

A group of three pits (L12) indicate a third focus of activity within the area of Saxo-Norman
settlement. The pits were rectangular, ¢.3m long with well defined edges and flat bases. All three
contained material of medieval date- notably an 'Ave Maria' brooch, dating to the thirteenth to
fourteenth centuries from (C1852).

PERIOD 18 Unphased groups

A large number of the features recorded at Village Farm were effectively isolated, possessing no
stratigraphic or physical rclationships and containing no datable material. In most cases these were
without doubt archaeological in origin, largely pits and post holes, and indicative of activity and
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indecd structures. It has however been difficolt to integrate these features into the provisional phasing
and they await intcgration during full analysis.
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2.2.2 REGISTERED AND NON CERAMIC BULK ARTEFACTS

Factual data

Quantification of material

Registered finds, recorded on site numbered 76 artefacts. Of this material four picces were of flint
(these will be discussed along with the bulk flint in a separate section) and eighteen were ceramic,
these also will be discussed separately. The non-ceramic bulk finds assemblage (excluding flint)
comprised slag (7082 g), burnt stone (3284 g), non local stone (232 g), fourteen fragments of plaster,
one stone roofing tile and twenty-five iron nails.

Provenance

The registered and non-ceramic bulk finds range in date from the Iron Age to the posi-medieval
period. Typologically datable artefacts are present in the following quantities;

Date Quantity

Roman 1 registered artefact
Saxon 2 registered artefacts
medieval 12 registered artefacts
post-medieval/modern 4 registerad artefacts

Registered find 48 was one of eleven lava fragments, nine {rom period 13, one from pcriod 12 and one
unphased, to be recovered and the only example to rctain a deeply grooved grinding surface
identifying it as Roman. Lava querns, from the Mayen quarrics it Germany or possibly also from the
Auvergne region of France were imported throughout Roman period and again from the middle Saxon
to the later middle ages. Without surviving details of form, such as the grinding surface, it is
impossible to date the lava fragments typologically. It however seems likcly that some fragments, at
least, judging by their battered state, are residual.

Easily idcntifiable residual elements, (discounting the flint) are present only in period 13 in the form
of Rf 25 (Seax knife blade) and Rf 48 (lava quern fragment). The majority of registered finds derived
from features attributed to period 13 and the presence of residual pieces is not unusual considering the
long sequence of occupation or peripheral activity evident on the site.

Phasing and date range
The non-ceramic artefacts recovered from hand-excavated fcatures and metal detected/surface finds

are presented by period and associational group in table 40.

Table 40 Regxs!ered finds (exciuding flint and ceramic).
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The non ceramic bulk finds, recovered from hand excavated featurcs are presented by phase and
associational group in table 41.

Table 41 Excavatzd non-ceramic bulk f' ey

-

H Nun-lma[ N Stone
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Range and variety

The majority of registcred finds derived from hand excavated features. Additionally, extensive use of
the metal detector, both over the area of excavation and the stripped topsoil accounted for a large
proportion of metallic artefacts. Whilst this policy resulted in the recovery of a full range of metalwork
it may have also resulted inn some bias.

Twenty-four different forms of registered artefact (discounting the flint and ceramic material) were
recovered. These have been allocated simple names and are presented below in Table 42. Functional
catcgories have been assigned to them according to the Bedfordshire Artefact Typology.

Table 42 Registered artefacts by function.

nl N

U'Simple | Fastenings : House. | Craftand i Multd- | Tradeand : Personal | ]
; trappings | functional

: Name i hold ! industry : purpose ; commerce |

T T T L T P SRR

et .w;waw.:',a- -

]

homn
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Table 43 Industrial residues (smithing)

" Furnace bowl |

Condition

The condition of the non ceramic finds varied according to the material. All the jronwork and one
copper-alloy artefact (Rf. 29) was selected by the Non-Ceramic Finds Manager for examination by the
Conselvator The condition of the metalwork was assessed by visual examination with the aid of a

G BN N D @S G e ED e

' : ope and x-radiography. Four iron artefacts and the single copper-alloy were selected to
undergo investigative conscrvation to assist with identification, illustration or construction.
The iron artefacts and the ferrous slag were in fair to poor condition, partially covered in soil and

brown, dark brown and some orange-brown corrosion products. Mineral-preserved wood and/or
vegetable matter were present on six of the registered finds and two nails.

Distortion, by corrosion was less apparent in the remaining metalwork. The copper alloy brooch (Rf.
29) was in fairly poor condition and displayed light green, dark green and patchy purple-red
discoloration.
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2,2.3 FLINT

Factual data

Quantification

A total assemblage offour registered flint artefacts and ¢.225 bulk finds, comprising flint tools, cores
and debitage was recovered from Village Farm.

Provenance

The majority of flint from Village Farm was recovered from excavated fcatures, only three pieces or
1.3 % derived from topsoil stripped from the excavated area (context no. 10 16) or were allocated this
number due to uncertainty of their origin. The two ring ditches together yielded 97 pieces, or 42.35%
of the total assemblage.

Phasing and date range

Tahle 45 Quantification of flint by Landscape group and period

. Period ' Landscape Groups . % of total |
! 1; naturat ! 2.62% :
_pglacial/alluvial i
U4 late Neoy S L1 2.18% |
LR BA ]
7:Iron Age | 71.17% |

Provisional assessment indicates that the recovered flint assemblage ranges m date from the
Mesolithic to the early Tron Age. Twetly-SEve piees 3 - i

flint quality suggestive of Mesolithic or earlicr Naolithic dale and 184 pleocs showed charactenstlcs
appropriate for the later Neolithic through to the early Iron Age. The remaining fourteen pieces were
too fragmentary to be datable,

The majority of worked flint from Village Farm is likely to be residual. The material from the two
ring ditches will be discussed scparately because of the possibility of ‘in situ' flintwork.

Smaller Ring Ditch

Approximately 50% of the smaller ring ditch in plan was revealed by the initial topsoil strip. It was
sectioned at intervals in such a way that approximately 70-80% of the revealed extent was fully
excavated. In addition 50% of the excavated ditch matcerial was dry-sieved using a 50mm mesh, The
small assemblage recovered included thirteen pieces of struck flint. None of the material derived from
the primary fills, associated with the construction of the monument. T¢n pieces, date 1o the Mesolithic
or earlier Neolithic. The remainder, including a crude flake core are broadly datable to the later
Neotithic or later,
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Larger Ring Ditch
A smaller proportion, perhaps 30-40%, of the second ring ditch was revealed by the excavation, It

was, however considerably larger than the first both in t¢fms of the projected overall circumference
and the depth and width of the ditch. A slightly smaller sample was ¢cxcavated, compared with the
smaller ring ditch, although a much greater volume of material was removed. As a consequence of the
increased volume of spoil, the sieved sample was cut to approximately 20%.

In common with the smaller ring-ditch, the contexts associated with the larger were allocated to two
periods. The sterility of the earlier phased fills seen in the smaller ring ditch was mirrored in the
larger, with only two undiagnostic picces, deriving from period 4 fills,

Three tools, and large quantity of debitage (¢.81 pieces) were recovered from the upper fills of the
larger ring ditch (tables 45-46). The debitage was, generally of a very similar nature with hard
hammer struck flakes and rough cores predominating and some pieces clearly deriving from the same
nodule. The manufacturing techniques seen on this material is suggestive of a latc Neolithic or later
date, although two blades and a soft hammer struck flake may be Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic. The
flint itself was uniformly dark grey and most picces bore traces of fairly thick buff coloured cortex.

The extreme scarcity of flint debitage or tools from the primary ring ditch fills would appear to
suggest limited activity prior to and at the time of the ring-ditches' construction or a situation wherc
domestic activity is divorced from the ritval element.. The large quantity of flint debitage recovered
from the humic upper fills of the larger ring-ditch almost certainly relates to the secondary use of the
monument, associated with the early Iron Age settlement. The extremely crude appearance of the bulk
of this malcrial makes it likely that it is closely contemporary with the Iron Age pottery found in
association.

Range and Variety

A gcan of the flint assemblapge indicates that the majority (198 picces / 88%) comprise debitage or
burnt pieces. Of the remaining material, nineteen pieces were cores and eight displayed secondary
working in the form of partial or continuous retouch and are here classed as tools (table 46).

Table 46 Tools by associational group and period

{ Tools | comtext | period | type % date
RENG CHBE D
I8 rmg ditch ;7 T chisel' type transverse | |
P9 pit fill i 7 ' convex end scraper 1
16 g di ‘ %
: 70 tnpsml P14 | ovate 1

. T Tetouched fiake ke Weolithic/early """}
;-»v g Bronze Age
i { ring ditch 7 { thumbnail scraper ; early Bronze Age
i ﬁll i
N ;Bmm .
. p:lt fill i ; concave soraper/ : late Neolithic/early
j f inotchedfiake 1 BromeAge

The quality of the flint encountered was variable, with some picces being worked despite flaws and
calcareous inclusions. The flint ranged in colour from pale grey to mid brownish grey and black.
Cortex survived on 168 pieces (74.7%) this ranged in colour and thickness but generally was thinned
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and abraded. The variable quality of the flint , and the abrasion present on the cortex strongly suggests
that most, if not all of the raw malerial was obtained locally from river deposited gravels.

Condition

The condition of the flint assemblage was gencrally good, with few pieces other than those recovered
from the topsoil showing signs of extensive post depositional damage. The material from the larger
ring diltch was particularly notable for the sharpness of the flint ¢cdges, a good indicator of primary
deposition. A very small proportion of the assemblage showed signs of patination. Significantly, those

thatdid are datable to the Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic.
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2.2.4 CERAMICS

Factual data

(uantification of material

Pottery
The Village Farm pottery assemblage was recorded by fabric type and form. Quantification was by

sherd and vessel count. This was entered on to compuier fo Tacilitat¢ manipulation of the duta. A total—
of 2404 sherds was recorded representing 1779 vessels.

All quantitative stalcments made in this assessment, are based on sherd count.

Building Material and Miscellaneous Fired Clay

A total of 157 fragments of flat rooftile, 224 fragments of daub or fired clay, 2 fragments of ridge tile
and a single fragment of brick was recorded. In addition single intrusive examples of kiln bar and clay
pipe stem were recovered.

Provenance

Pottery

Table 47 Quantity of pottery, by sherd, from varying feature types

.. % TOTAL .

PO SRR Y+

Toard

A S SO SV

o

The distribution of pottery, reflects, the nature of the archaeology at Village Farm (table 47), Intact

vertical stratigraphy was almost entirely lacking and ditches were few in number and generally of
small dimensions. Pits and structural cuts predominate and correspondingly, 85.6% of the pottery
derives from these features, Risk of contamination is lowest in cut features such as pits and ditches,
particularly in their primary fills. Contamination is generally low at Village Farm, due mainly to
limited incidence of intercutting features,

Levels of abrasion were recorded, however they cannot be seen as a rcliable guide to the extent of
residuality. The proportion of different fabrics and the ratio of sherds to vessels and sherd weight are
of more help in defining residuality.
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Building materials and miscelianeous fired clay

Tahlz 48 Quantities of building menerial and fired clay from different feaure typ

\ "Roof tile | Brick { Daub/fired | Kiln bar

| Context type
i cay A
!

As with the pottery, the other ceramic material derives predominantly from pits (46.1%). The fills of
large pit or well 2724 (part of associational group 80) accounted for 70% of all brick and tile, A total
of 112 fragments from 54 scparate flat rooftiles were recovered from this feature.

Phasing and date rangg

Table 49 Quantities of pottery, by sherd (within phase. 66 sherds from unphased contexts and 8 undiagnostic
sherds have been omitted)

{ Pottery . Period | Period

“Period | Period | Period | Period | Period | Period ; TOTAL |
3 ‘ i ‘ ;

S 1 S Se § N SR v 3% RO S Y o

s b e e s e e

The pottery assemblage dates from the carly Iron Age to the post-medieval period. All phases,
subsequent to the Iron Age, display incidence of residuality and this rises gradually with cach
successive phase. Intrugion, in small numbers of sherds, occurs fairly consistently throughout the
represented periods and is only absent in the Saxon phase. Such smail scale intrusion can be
explained by animal and root action.

Twenty-six sherds of pottery were recovered from lower fills of the ring-ditches which have been

attributed to period 4. All the recovered material is of Iron Age date and as such is intrusive. The
intrusion is explicable, in this instancc by the extensive anireal disturbancc encountered in the area of
the ring-ditches,

Three landscape groups could not be attributed to a particular period. Feature fills and layers
belonging to these groups yielded sixty-two sherds of pottery of Iron Age, Saxon, Saxo-Norman and
medigval date.
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Building material and miscellaneous fired clay

Table 56 Quantification of building material and fired cluy by period

; 1Per|od 7PermdllPermdlzﬁpcr[odmf‘Unphnged ’TOTAL s

i

Daub/fired i

B | L . VR R R P TV SRR

The distribution of building material through time shows a predominance of ile in period 13. The
large quantity of daub in period 12 results from the concentration of this material in a single structure,
interpreted as an oven superstructure.

Range and variety

Pottery Type Series
Fabric types marked with one asterisk are known types, but new to the Bedfordshire Type Series;
those marked with two asterisks are completcly new types.

EARLY-MIDDLE TOTAL 1245
[RON AGE
FOl1A Coarse {lint 91
| FOIB Fine flint 23
‘ F02 Grog and flint 8
Fo3 Grog and Sand 45
F1é Coarse shelly 219
F17 Grog 46
‘ F18 Shell and sand 37
| F19 Sand and organic 3
’ F20 Calcarcous inclusions 32
i F22 Grog and organic 4
F23 Grog, shell and sand 2
F27 Shell and grog 2
F28 Fine sand 130
Fag Coarse sand 187
F3o Sand and caleareous inclusions 263
F32 Sand and Flint 23
F Sand and white inclusions b 110
F Sand and gold mica o 2
F Cearse shell and sand hid 8
F Grog and calcareous inclusions ** 5
F Coarse sand and flint e S
LATE IRON AGE TAL 45
F04 Grog and organic 1
F6A Fine grog 3
FoeC Coarse grog 2
Fo7 Shelly 31
Fo8 Grog and shell 1
F09 Sand and grog 7
ROMAN TOTAL 10
ROl Samian 1
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Re6 Greyware 3

R11 Oxford 1

. R12 Nene Valley colour coat 1
R13 Shelly 2

R Misc. sandy 2

l SAXCON TOTAL 149
AO1 Organic and mica 3

s A06 Sandy 4
‘ All Maxey type 4
Al6 Coarse sand 50

AlR Fine sand 20

AlY Quartz and organic &

l A23 Sandstone 2
A25 Sand and calcarcous D

A Coarse sand and mica b 4

A Send, calcarcous and gold mica * 1

l A Sand and gold mica ** 3
A Organic b 1

A Red quare hid 16

A Sand and organic b 2

' A Coarse quartz b S
A White mica and sandstone *e I

SAXO-NORMAN (ITAL 357

l B0l St Neots type warc 355
Cl2 Stamford ware 2

1 MEDIEVAL TOTAL 379
BO7 Shelly 110

Col Eatly medieval sandy 51

C04 Sandy 21

C05 Sandy reduccd 40

cl10 Potterspury 107

Cll Brill/Boarstal 2

C59a Sandy reduced 13

C60 Herts greyware 4

EO0l Late mcdieval reduced 133

E02 Orange gritty 88

P12 Cistercian ware 4

- Misc. medieval 8

POST MEDIEVAL TOTAL?

P07 Brill/Boarstal 2

P Creamware 1

UNDIAGNOSTIC OTAL 12

- Misc. sandy 8

Few vessels could be reconstructed to full profile. The forms of 125 vessels, 7.02% of the total
assemblage, could however be distinguished from distinctive rim or base sherds. The majority of
pottery consists of unrecognisablc body or base sherds. Some distinctive body sherds, such as those
bearing stamped decoration, dating from the Saxon period, or glazed medieval sherds can be strongly
linked with a particular vessel form, in this case, urns and jugs respectively. However, not all stamp
decorated vessels were urns, or glazed vessels, jugs. Consequently, these body sherds have been
recorded as coming from unrecognised vessels.
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Table 51 Vessel forms by (_hmnntngmul prouping

E PARYIR i)

_TOTAL

. jars/coolcing pots

Eﬁl.ﬁpéiifé&'bipcihéi.

LTOTAL R

Table 52 T)zpes of Decoration

“Date Forms of decoration

"Total of decorated vessels | % of vessel assemblage :

~ron l'mgcr indented - ¢ 25 3%
! : ; i
LAge e P S

5 6

Saxo- Imger indented : 3: 1% §
i Mcd. ¥ incised. thumbed bo.se
' c.angles applied steips .

. B

Table 53 Pottery Importy

E___.I.’.m.v..!%!!_a!!.-?ﬁ.gr.ﬂ.u.p.........._____....

. No of sherds !
: Continentalimports RO1

?“Reglériﬂiim;;oﬂs {ﬁaﬁip,,....... e amsmmsam s ame s d I T e mmm . %
: neghbouring cownty) & il

Pottc'rsguw

Iron Age

The Iron Age poticry assemblage comprises 1290 sherds, representing, over half of the pottery
recovered from Village Farm (53.66%). Early-middle Iron Age fabrics dominate, with only a small
quantity of fabric types characteristic of the late Iron Age. The presence of carinated forms and porous
or ‘corky' fabrics might imply a late Bronzc Age residual element in the assemblage, although this
material may continuc into the early Iron Age.

The majority of Iron Age fabric types encountered at Village Farm are known from other sites in the
county. However, five new types, using combinations of tempers, bave been identificd. These are
marked ** in the type series.

Bedford Southern Bypass: Post Excavation Assessment Report: Volume 2 Page 58




Forty-nine carly-middlc Iron Age vessels with recognisable rim forms were identified. Three sherds

dcnved f rom carinated vessels, either bowls or jars, and forty-six from jars, displaying a variety of
I'&:I.(..ILH!:I.‘ILS Udl:ll.’.‘: J"-!-)

Table 54 Iron Age vessel forms

i (vesselsy

The forms represented in the Iron Age sample are typical of the region, with upright rimmed jars
being a common fcaturc at sites such as Stagsdcn north Bcds (BCAS in prcp) and Puddlchtll south

examples have been found at the Iron Age settlement site at S'tlrord rmd Beds. (BCAS in prep), and
Warren Villas, mid Beds.

Decotation, in the form of scoring, and more commonly, finger indenting on the tim or in a single
line below the rim, occurred on twenty-five vessels (table 52). The apparently random incised
decoration or 'twig brushing' on the Iron Age vessels is as much as a functional device as it is
dccorative, and was probably designed to roughen the pot’s surface to facilitate handling.

All the Iron Age potiery from Village Farm is likely to have been made locally,

Roman

Ten sherds of Roman pottery were found at Village Farm. This reaterial amounts to less than 1% of
the total assemblage and was evenly distributed throughout the phases as residual or intrusive
clements,

Two sherds from the residual Roman assemblage were of recognisable form: a greyware bowl and
samian platter/bowl (form Drag 18/31). Continental and national imports make up 30% of this group
(table 53).

Saxon

Saxon pottety from all phases amounted to 149 sherds or 6.2% of the total assemblage. Included here,
are sixteen sherds of sandy fabric which are probably of Saxon manufacture. The uncertainty arising
because to the similarity of Saxon and Iron Age fabric types. The Saxon assemblage contained six rim
sherds, all of which probably derive from jars or urns

Six Saxon vessels bear decoration executed in a variety of ways (table 52). The use of pre-formed
stamps to decoratc pottery only occurs in the Saxon assemblage. Three vessels are decorated in this
way: two carry impressions of five or seven armed 'stars’, and a third displays a more most elaborate
scheme, with star and ring motifss, within triangular zones dcfined by grooves. The vessel falls into
Myres' group of ¢nclosed zonce decoration, which may, be firther subdivided into his 'stamped chevron
group'. The style is likely to have developed in Eastern England in the sixth century (Myres 1977).

All the Saxon pottery from Village Farm is likely to have been made locally.

Saxo-Nerman
The Saxo-Norman pottery makes up 14.85% of the assemblage, 357 sherds,

Wheel-thrown shelly St Neots type pottery dominates this group. A number of sub-divisions have been
defined on the variation of sorting and fineness of temper (Baker et a/ 1979, 165-167). These sub-
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groups also appear at Stratton (near Biggleswade) and analysis may determine if this variation is
chronologically significant.

Jars and bowls makc up the bulk of the recognisable forms in this chronological group (table 51).
Single examples of a jug and of a ‘spouted pitcher' in St Neots type ware were also identified. Littte
decoration was noted on the Saxo Norman pottery: The handles of the spouted pitcher and the jug
bore finger indentations across their upper surfaces and a bowl was finger indented along its
carination,

The bulk of the Saxo-Norman pottery, including the St Neots type was probably produced within the

county, The small quantity of Stamford ware re¢overed, reflects both its high status and the distance
from the kilns (table 53).

Medieval
Pottery datable (o this period comprises 58 I sherds or 24.16% of the total assemblage.

All the fabric types belonging to the medicval period are known from other sites in the county, The
asscmblage spans the period from the 12th to the 15th centuries and includes two good groups of 15th

century material, containing a wide variety of diagnostic fabric types. Decoration is limited to
thumbing or slashing at the base angles of jugs, slashing or stabbing of jug handles and a single
instance of applied strips.

The range of forms {rom a medieval site can in some cases prove to b¢ an indicator of status, There is
usually a contrast between the limited number of forms found on a peasant site, compared to the wide
variety encountered on high stalus manorial or monastic sitcs, The quantity of medicval pottery found
at Village Farm, however, is not sufficient to do more than hint at the siatus of the site,

National and regional imports account for over 20% of the medieval assemblage (table 53).

Post medieval to modern
Three sherds date to this period, representing less than 1% of the asscmblage. The material is either
intrusive or from topsoil, No forms or decoration was ¢vident.

Building materials

Tile

Four fabric types can be distinguished, primarily by main inclusion. The incidence of the fabric types
is given below.

Table 55 Tile fabric types

Peg holcs survived on ten tile fragments. In all cases the holes were round or oval with the diameter
larger on one surface (from where the hole was pierced). The tiles generally displayed smoothed upper
surfaccs and were rough and sandy underneath.

Brick
The single fragment of brick was made from a hard fired sandy fabric. It rclained no diagnostic
features,
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Daub/Fired clay
Five fabric types could be identified in the following quantities;

Table 56 Fired clay fabric types

‘ Noof e ;

Piecemeal deposilion of the daub and fired clay is suggesied by the fragmentary nature and poor
condluon of most of the matenal (tablc 56) Few pleces showed clear wattle lmprcsswns or sumvmg

fmgmems in a orangc sandy fabnc the larger fmgments of Wthh rclalnc:d smouthed surfaces and
bore {inger impressions, curved surfaces and thick circular wattle impressions. This material, phased
to period 12, probably derived from the domed superstructurc of an oven.

Kiln bar A singlc fragment of a kiln bar was recovered from the upper fills of the larger ring ditch.
The sand/organic fabric and the form arc consistent with Romano British manufacture and the
fragment has much in common with kiln bars from Eastcotts. It is likely that this piece is intrusive,

Mould Fragment A single sherd of a hard fired sandy fabric from period 6 may be from a mould. The
remaining surfaces howewer, retain no details.

Clay pipc A smull fragment of stem was the only find of this type to be recovered.

Evidence for use of the pattery

Evidence for use in the Village Farm pottery asscmblage is confined to surface sooting and internal
residues. Ten vesscls, comprising one Saxon and nine of medicval date, display external sooting,
whilst internal sooting is limited 10 two vessels of a St Neots type. Internal residues were noted on four
vessels: three are of Iron Age date and the fourth a 15th centuty cistern. The residues which adhered
to base sherds of Iron Age dale took the form of a relatively thick carboniscd layer. In contrast the
residue in the medieval vessel is harder and off-white in colour. The types of substances contained
within these vessels may be revealed by residue analysis.

External sooting of vesscls may be seen as evidence of heating above a fire. The majority of the sooted
sherds are of medieval date. This may either result from a higher degree of surface abrasion on the
Iron Age and Saxon pottery, causing traces of sooting 10 be lost in the ground or during washing, or
the possibility that these vessels were used to heat their contents not over a hearth, butby the use of
heated stones.

Condition

Pottery
The condition of the pottery from Village Farm was generally good, with 110 sherds, 4.53% of the
assemblage displaying various degrees of abrasion. This would appear to be most pronounced in the

Iron Age pottery assemblage, this is explicable by the inferior firing of prehistoric pots compared to
later ceramics.
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Recognisable formns account for 7.02% of the vessel assemblage, suggesting a high degree of
fragmentation, prior to deposition,

------ﬁ---'-+-
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2.2.5 THE CERAMIC REGISTERED FINDS

Factual data

Quantification

A total of cighteen ceramic regisiered finds were recorded during the excavation, These comprised
fragments from seventeen separatc artefacts, of which, fiftcen have been identificd as loomweights
and two as spindlewhorls,

Provenance

All the ceramic registered finds derive from sample excavated features (see table 57, below). It should
be noted that Sunken Featured Building 1 (B 17) was fully excavated whereas most pits and post-
holes, including those containing the remaining ceramic registered finds were hall sectioned.

Table 57 Ceramic registered finds

Reg“tcrcd g CuntcxttypeAsmcmtmnalftypeFahru:
?_._Fmd No | : :

i ennuler loomweight | C
annuiar loamwmght

-..—---—P----

"‘R.fs 73 and 74 are fragments from the same object, cross-contexted

fill ofplt “m“pxram:dal"f lomnwc:lght

A provisional assessment of the registered ceramic assemblage indicatces that it may be split into two
distinct groups;

= A small Iron Age group (P7), vonsisting of fragments of two loomweights and two spindlewhorls.
«  An Anglo-Saxon group (P11), comprising fragments of fourteen loomweights,

Range and Variety

Fabrics

Spindlewhorls
Two fabrics are discernible by visual ¢xamination. These compare with pottery fabrics F16, shelly and
F26, fine sand.
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Loomweights
Four fabrics can be discerned by visual examination, aided by a magnifying

tems, they have been denoted fabrics A o D

Fabric A
Fine to medium quartz sand with occasional fine grog and coarse quartz. Pale orange surfaces with
rcd-brown core. Hard fired.

Fabric B
Fine to medium quartz sand with occasional coarse quartz, medium grog, and larger stoncs, also some

voids indicating the prcsence of vegetable matter, Surfaces are pale orange and core is dark grey to
black. Hard fired.

Fabric C
Fine to medium quartz sand with occasional larger stones and vegetable matter. Pale orange-red
surfaces, usually with grey or black core. Hard Fired

Fabric D
Fine to medium sand with occasional larger stones, vegetable matter and snail shell. Reddish brown
surlaces and pale grey core. Probably low fired from unprepared clay,

Forms

Spindlewhorls

The two spindlewhorls were recovered in fragmentary condition and their forms cannot be
reconstructed with any certainty.

Loomweights
Three loomweight forms arc recognisable:

Pyramidal

Loomweights of this type are well known from the Roman period, but are also found on Iron Age sites
(Wild 1970, 63). A single, near complete example was recovered in eight fragments from pit 2916. Tt

was formed from ﬁ\bnc B, measured lSOmm from base to apcx lOOmm at the base, 80mm across the

3 = l.Lll. bl.l.l.UUl.lll...Ll.
curvmg edges l' rom ad _]aoent pxts/poslholes 1599 and 1051 almost oertamly represent a second
pyramidal loomweight, or possibly a contemporary triangular form,

Annular

Parts of twelve annular loomweights were recovered. Of these six were complete cnough for their
exteenal and internal dimensions to be calculated (see table 58). The best preserved example was 40-
50% complete and weighed 377g. All the loomweights ofthis form were circular or sub circular in
section. Annular loomweight forms are the earliest of three telated types known in the Anglo-Saxon
period (Dunning et a! 1959, 24-5), as such th¢y are unlikely to date any later than the seventh century.

Table 58 Annular loomweights, comparative diameters

 Registered Find No

:Extemall) ey
i 14 i

‘Squared
One example of this unusuval form was recovered, made from fabiic D. Although in six fragments it is
almost completc and its full dimensions can be reconstructed. It was approximatcly 120mm square
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and weighed 534g, The suspension hole, which was pesitioned off the centreline measured
approximately 450mm in diameter. The form shows somc affinities with Bunning's intermediate
form, in that the internal diameter is considcrably smaller than the annular types. The squared form,
however, is unusual and its association with 'conventional’ annular types makes it unlikely that it
belongs to the later interinediate tradition. Instead it may represent a crudcely or hurriedly fashioned
annular type or else it may have been made for a specialised but etherwise unknown function.

Condition

The condition of the registered ceramic material is variable. None of the material was recovered
complcte and although in the main hard fired, many pieces suffered additional damage on recovery,

due mainly to its bulkiness. All pieccs with the exception of the near complete pyramidal form (Rf.
32), were slightly abraded.
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2.2,6 HUMAN BONE

Factual Data

Quantification and provenance of material

Three possible human cremations were identified, the first (A20) on the western edge of the pit
alignment and a second (A78) approximately 10m. to the north of ring-ditch (AS). Both of these were
contained within small pits and pottery of Iron Age date was recovered from the backfill. The third
cremation (C2512/3) lay 105m to the cast of the larger ring in an area otherwisc devoid of Iron Age
remains. Dated by poticty sherds the cremated bone was accompanicd by the in-situ burnt skeleton of
a dog and by three cow ribs, presumably a joint of meal,
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2.2,7 ANIMAL BONE

Factual data

Quantification and provenance of material

Ten boxes of bone werc recovered from hand excavation. Forty soil samples contained bone fragments
ot micro fauna.

Table 59 Number of contexts containing animal bone by period
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Range and variety

Village Farm produced interesting animal bones {rom a variety of periods. A goat skull came from
period 4 {ills of the ring ditch (A56). Badger boncs recovered from the same context may rcsult from
later burrowing. A large group of bones came from period 7 with domestic and wild species
represented including horsc, cattle, shcep/goat, pig, dog, hare, rabbit, guuse and bird. An almost
complete dog skeleton accompanicd a human cremation,

The Saxon and Saxo-Norman periods (11 and 12) produced reasonable quantities of bone from
scttlement areas with a marked increase in the medieval period. The majority of the medieval material
came from enclosure boundaries (LS) and pit groups (L12) and (L15).

The sieved samples contain rodent, mole and a great quantity of amphibian bongs.
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2.2.8 MACROSCOPIC PLANT AND INVERTEBRATE REMAINS

- am

Factual data

Quantification, provenance and range of material

Much @uercus (oak) charcoal was recovered fiom a possible Neolithic tree-throw hole, (Sample 47), (Table
61), In this instance, som¢ of the charcoal was root material. Oak charcoal was also present in the late
Neolithic / early Bronze Agc ring ditches. The occutrence of the molluscs Pupilla muscorum and Vellonia
excentrica in the nng ditches suggests dry, open conditions. The only crop remain is a single grain of naked
Hordeum sp. (barley), (Table 60), a very plausible ccreal for this period. Crop remains are also very sparse
from the Iron Age pits with the only identifiable cereal being a single giain of freesthreshing Triticum sp.
(wheat). Although a possible find for the Iron Age, it is not the most usual wheat for this period and given
the medieval activity on the site, it is possible that it is intrusive.

Crop 1emains wetc not recovered fiom the Saxon features on the site although they contained a rangg of
charcoal including Fraxinus excelsior (ash). In contrasy the Saxo-Normman samples, from a couple of pits
and a boundary ditch, yielded crop processing remains, mostly grain of Hordeum vulgare (six-row hulled
barley) and free-threshing 7riticum sp. (wheat) but Avena sp. (oats) is also present. The crop weeds from this
period include Vicia / Lathyrus sp. (vetch, tare etc.) and Galium aparine (goosegeass). There is much
charcoal from somc of these contexts, particularly Quercus sp. (oak).

The medieval charred assemblages follow the pattern shown by the previous period. The richest samples are
from two hearths, ASO and A228, The grain from them includes a much higher proportion of oats, but free-
threshing wheat and six-row hulled barley remain impoctant. There are also sparse seeds of other
charactetistically medieval crops including Secale cereale (tye) and Vicia foba (field bean). Vicia/ Lathyrus
sp. are the most numerous weed soeds. Charred chaffremains were not observed, and it might be thought
that the assemblages represent clcaned grain that was being parched to harden it prior to hand milling.
However, Sample 71 from Heath A228 includes pellets of silica ash which contain numerous macroscopic
awn fragments of wheat in the form of welded phytoliths. This suggests that much chaff had also been
included in the fire and that (the predominance of grain was the result of selective charring, There is much

Ciercus sp-{oatt-buat-the H50 50 LSS
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Table 60 Charred Seeds and Chaff from Village Farm
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2.3.1 STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE

Summary (fig.11)

Excavations at Bunyan’s Farm were limited to the area ofthe drainage runs to either side ofthe main
road corridor. A single pit of latc Bronze Age/early Iron Age date was recorded and paris of a
droveway of landscape boundary, possibly of Iron Age date.

Background to the excavation

The excavations at Bunyan's Farm were located 2.5km to the seuth of Bedford town centre at TL 0610
4730 within the Parish of Elstow. Immediately to the west lay the excavations at Manor Farm, and
approximately lkm. to the east those at Village Farm, The site lay on a low ridge of the first gravel
terrace, (at 27m.OD), south of the River Great Ouse between and two small tributary streams, the
first, the Elstow Brook being some 200m to the north, the second, an unnamcd stream, 200m to the
south, The land had been under arable cultivation for some time and had been subject to intensive
ploughing,

Excavation at Bunyan's Farm was undertaken during April and early May 1994 and proceeded in
parallel with that at the adjacent Manor Farm, For practical purposes the two sites were considered a
single project at this stage although for phasing purposes they have been separated.

The projected line of the road passed just to the south of a geries of crop marks (HER 1626) their form
interpreted as of Iron Ape/Romano-British date. These consisted of a rectangular englogure, 100m. x
7()m across, mtemally sub dmded and assocmmd wlth smaller extemal enclosures to the north, and

: : ' eceded or post-dated a
51mpler systcm of recnlmear bouudanes possany reprcscmmg field- dllches Beyond this, two 1ing
ditches, one immediately south of the enclosures, the other 160m to the east were also clcarly
identificd.

Evaluation, comprising four trial trenches, took place in 1992 (Dawson 1993a), the results having
been integrated into this report. Geophysical survey was also undertaken to the east and west to
determine the limits of the site. These investigations, in tandem with the crop-mark evidence, indicate
the presence of extensive and complex archaeological remains, Initial proposals for full ¢cxcavation
were replaced by a scheme designed to minimise ground disturbance involving the building of a
protective embankment over the site. Under this revised scheme archaeological cxcavations were
limited to the line of the roadside drainage ditches.

Method statement

Although preservation of the major part of the site had been proposed, ground disturbance was still to
take place along the line of the roadside drainage ditches and these were the focus for our
investigation, Two parallel trenches were opened up, 50m. apart, both Sm. wide and 260m, and 270m.
long (trench 1 (south) and trench 2 (north) respectively) totalling 0.26ha. Trench 2 continued, without
a break, into Manor Farm's trench 2. o
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Fieldwork was carried out in accordance with the Bedfordshire County Archaeology Se vice's
Procedure.s* Marnual. Work was undemakcn in predonunantly dry conditions, Topsoil was removed by

d. There was no programmed collection

of material from wuhm the topsoil. 50% of all fcatures (archaeological and non archaeological) were
investigated in trench 1, and 20% in trench 2. This reflects our increasing ability, as the excavation
progressed, to difIcrentiate between featurcs of archaeological and non-archaeological origin.

Factual data

Quantification of material

Table 62 Quantity of site structural records
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Table 63 Quantification of feature types
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The majority of featurcs excavated at Bunyan’s Farm (81% by feature typc) have been interpreted as

nat ral in origin. All plough truncated with no horlzontal stratxgraphy survnvmg The sequence

outlined below relies

]

Evidence by Period

Table 64 Surmumary of provisional phasing
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11 ¢ Cultivation

Clearly marked as a d rk linear stain on the aerial photographs, the channel was indicated on site by a
change from the natural gravel to a yellowish-brown silty ¢lay. It measured up to 50m. wide and ran
north-west to south-eust across the two trenches, It was not excavated. The major crop marks appear
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to respect the site of the palacochanncl, the ring ditches being positioned to either side and the major

enclosure to the west. This suggests it may still have carried water, cven if only seasonally, into at
F5ibly Tnto the Roman petiod.

Tree clearance

A number of tree throw holes were identified. On other ®usc Valley sites, e.g. Peartrce Farm,
clearance can be provisionally dated by ceramics to the Naolithic. While only Iron Age material was
recovered from this group, and this might be residual, the majority of features were undated and might
represent an early ¢learance phase.

PERIOD 6 Late Bronze-Age/Early Iron Age (fig.12)

Scttlement evidence

(Landscape Group 2)

Two featurcs were identified that may indicate settlement of late Bronze Age /Early Iron Age date. Pit
(A3), containing a good group of datable material, was located at the western end of trench 1, and
contained fired clay, daub (some with wattle impressions) and Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age
pottery. There did not appear (0 have been any in situ burning in the pit, although a scatter ofburnt
material was found to the immedialc south-east of this pit, and undiagnostic fired clay fragments were
found on the surface of ditch fill (222) to the west (see L1 above).

PERIOD 7 Iron Age (early to middle)

Boundaties

(Landscape Groups 1, 3)

Both trenches were located to the south of th¢ main crop-mark enclosure and observations confirmed
the position of elements recogniscd from aerial photographs. Two sections through a double
ditch/boundary, possibly a narrow trackway running south from the main enclosure, were ¢xcavated
(L1). Two sherds of Early Iron Age pottery were found in the western ditch fill, (217), with fired clay
in the eastern ditch fill (222), 100m to the cast an undated ditch on a similar alignment, (Al9), but
unassociated with crop-mark evidence, may also be part of this system,

Identified within the main trenches and within the evaluation trenches were parts of the crop-mark

— ———field system (E3), pre or post dating the main enclosute. No dafing evidence was recovered.

One other feature (A9) of possible early Iron Age date was also identified, although the small amounts
of material recoverad and its uncertain form suggests the material may be residual.

PERIOD 15 Unphased features (fig.13)

he relative paucity of cultural material and the difficulties of feature recognition within narrow
trenches has lead to a great decal of uncertainty when altempting to understand the origin of the
majority of features observed. This is reflected in the large number of undiagnostic and unphased
features, none of them associated with closcly datable material, and all apparently irregular in form.
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2.3.2 REGISTERED AND NON CERAMIC BULK ARTEFACTS

ﬁ-

Factual data

Quantification of material

The non ceramic assemnblage from Bunyan's Farm comprised seven pisces of wotked flint, and one
iron nail. Of the flint, two pieces display secondary working, and are here classified as tools', three
are debitage and two are burnt but otherwise unworked.

Provenance

Of the non ceramic asscmblage, only the flint is typologically datable with any degree of certainty,
Provisional identifications of the Bunyan's Farm flint suggest that one piece displayed characteristics
of manufacture and flint quality suggestive of Mesolithic or carlier Neolithic date and five picces
showed characteristics appropriate for the later Neolithic through Bronze Age (table 65).

The Bunyan's Farm lithic assemblage is likely to be residual or intrusive. Two flints were recovered
from the topsoil, and the remainder from natural ground disturbance 'fills' (table 65).

Table 65 Non ceramic material provenance and dating

-

{context | confext | associational | period | Wescription | datc
. number : type group f ]

. 100 {topsoil | 26

1flint ! lateNeolithic/Bronze Age
i scraper
i lblade  : Mesolithic/early Neolithic =
I -0 = it Y-S SO
1 utilised ! late Neolithic/Bronze Age

L 208 ‘hedge 8

L -
LG

i T e e e s
b 2bumt flint P

Range and variety

Table 65 illustrates the range of non c¢eramic material encountercd. The restricted nature of the
sample and the apparent residuality of the flint makes any cominent of limited value. However the
corrclation in date range to the later Neolithic/Bronze Age with four of the five datable pieces might
suggest an increase in activity in this broad period.

The quality of flint recovered frotn Buayan's Farm was good. It ranged in colour from brownish grey
to black, One item, the Mesolithic or early Neolithic blade from context 132 was (significantly, as it is
the earliest piece) patinated to a paler blotchy grey colour. Relatively thick and unworn cortex
survived on three pieces, perhaps indicating a possible source from local subsoil gravels.
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Condition

Une non ceramic ar(cfact, an iron nail from context 208, was submitted by the Artefacts Manager to
the consctvator (A Tribe) for visual assessment and x-radiography. The nail was in poor condition, in
two fragments, thickly coverced in soil incorporating some small stones and the usual orange-brown
and dark grey corrosion products. The x-radiograph showed that mineralisation was extensive.

The flint from Bunyan's Farm was recovered in relatively complete and recognisable condition. All
picces, however had suffered some post-depositional damage in the form of edge damage and all had
the burnished appearance typically seen on flint which has been exposed in the ploughsoil.
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2.3.3 CERAMICS

Factual data

Quantification of material

Pattery
The Bunyan's Farm pottcry assemblage was recorded by fabric type and fortn. Quantification was by
sherd and vessel count. A total of 65 sherds was recorded, representing a minimum of 19 vesscls.

All quantitative statemenis and tables in this report are based on the sherd count.

Building Material

The building material was quantified by sherd count and weight. A total of87] fragments weighing
12734 g was recovered, comprising 1 fragment of flat roof tile, 3 fragments of fired clay, and 867
fragments of daub.

-

Provenance

Fouery

Table 66 below, shows the relative quantities of pottery recovered from the varying feature classes
cncountered at Bunyan's Farm. The figures are expressed as a sherd count and as a percentage of the
total.

Tabie 66 Qum:ry" cation af poitery by feature type

% TOTAL
67.69% |

12320

The distribution of pottery as illustrated by table 1 reflccts the limited naturc and extent of the
archaeology at Bunyan's Farm, Intact horizonmal stratigraphy was entirely lacking and cut featurcs
yielding ceramic material restricted to a single pitand ditch. These are featurcs which are normally
regarded as the least susceptible to contamination, particularly in their primary and lower fills. The
absence at Bunyan's Farm of intercutting ditches or other features has forther reduced the risk of

contamination.

Table 67 Qwumf cation of pottery, by sherd, within phase

{Pottery " Perioal ]| Penod6 "Period 14 | Period 15 ; TOTAL
(GYoup. o iedoi o (topsodl)  (unphoased) G
 Late Bronze 45 ! 45
 Ageleatlyron Age | : f
 Early Iron
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The pottery assemblage shows a wide datc range, from the late Bronze Age/early Iron Age to the post-
medieval periods. However, pottery recovercd from cut features as opposed to natural deposits or
disturbed layers is confined to a single phase, period 6. Residuality or intrusion cannot be
demonstrated in this period.

Building Material

Table 68 @uantification of building material by feature type

Table 68 shows the quantities of building material recovered from different feature types on site. It
should be noted that both the daub and the fired clay derived from single features.

Table 69; Quantification of building material by phase
[ Category " Period6 | Period1d |
: Roof tile : :
| Daub

, Fired clay

The large quantity of daub (rom a single feature phased to period 6 and its recovery in large
unabraded sherds is strongly suggestive of deposition as a single event, following the destruction or
demolition of a structure,

Range and variety

Type Series
The type series is listed below in chronological order.

LATE BRONZE TOTAL 45
AGE/EARLY IRON

AGE

Fl6 Carinated forms 43
- Sandfcatcareons inclusions 41
n Sandy 1
FARLY IRONAGE TOTAL 10
F28 Fine sandy 2
F29 Coarse sandy 2
F30 Sand/calcareous inclusions 2
F16 Coarse shelly 4
MEDIFEVAL TOTAL |
Eo1 Late medieval reduced 1
POST MEDIEVAL TOTAL 2
Pel Glazed earthenware 2
MISCELLANEQUS T@®IAL 7
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R06é orE01? Grey ware 5
- Misc. fragments 2

Late Bronze Ape/Early Iron Age

Late Bronze Age/early Iron Age pottery from Bunyan's Farm comprises 45 sherds or 69.23% of the
total assemblage and makes up the largest chronological grouping from the site. The matcrial from pit
(A3) from which all but one sherd was recovered, consisted of well made, burished, fairly thin-
walled sherds. Pottery of corresponding type was first recognised at Salford Quarry (BCAS in prep)
where it was often found in sharply carinated forms. At Icast four vessels dating to this period were
identified. One vessel form was recognisable as an upright r mmed jar. The three vessels from (A3) all
bore decoration in the form of grooves, and in one case grooves and notches,

Early Iron Age

Pottery of this datc amounts to 10 sherds, 15.38% of the total assemblage. All the fabric types
represcnted are known from other sites in the county including Village Farm and all are likely to have
been produced locally. No forms could be identified and no sherds bore any decoration.

Medieval

Azingle sherd of Iafe medieval reduced pottery was recovered from Bunyan's Farm. A further five
sherds of miscellaneous grey ware sherds probably date to this period. This matcrial represents 9.23%
of the total asscmblage. Three rim sherds were recovcred and all are consistent with jar or cooking
vessel forms,

Fost-medieyal
Two sherds of extcrally glazed post-medieval pottery of unknown form were recovered, representing
3.07% of the total assemblage.

Evidence of use throyphout the phases

No physical ¢vidence for usc of the pottery was recorded. The lack of evidence probably results from
the limited size of the sample and also the possibility that the finely decorated material from
assoctational group 3, which makes up the bulk of the i» situ pottery, may never have been used in a
way that would leave any such cvidence.

Building Materials and Miscellaneous Fircd Clay
Roof tile

A single small fragment of flat roof tile was recovered, The sandy fabric and the thickness are
consistent with late medieval or post-medi¢val date.

Dauh
All 867 fragments of daub recovered from Bunyan’s Farm derive from associational group 3. This
matenal mcludod large fragmems many preservmg smoothed smfaces and clear im press1ons of

£ 0 ns-of uuu:, the
unabraded condxtxon of the daub suggests that n is contemporary wuth the assocmted Jate Bronze
Age/early Iron Agce pottery.

The wattle impressions which survived on 225 fragmnents vary in diameter from 5-16mm. Five
fragments also bear a much larger concave impressions, probably from posts. The majority of
fragments have at least one surface remaining and one piece which formed a right angle must have
come from a corner, Two fragments preserved squarcd timber impressions and a single picce had an
angular ‘notch'. It is possible that these marks muy have been made when the daub was smoothed
over, whilst wet, pcrhaps by a wooden stave.

It has been noted above that the large quantity of daub recovered from the single pit is suggestive of a
demolition or destruction deposit. The hard, fired appearance of the daub makes it likely that the
structure which this deposit represents, was destroyed by'fire. This is further indicated by the sooting
present around somc of the wattle impressions.
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Fired Clay
Three small and abraded fragments of misccllaneous fired clay were recovered. Two fragments werc

- am

of a-grog/sand-fabric and o, wsondy fabric None of this material borc any diagnostic fealures,

Condition
Pottery

The condition of the pottery is fairly poor, with twenty-threc sherds or 35.38% of the total assemblage
showing varying degrees of abrasion.

Recognisable forms account for 6.15% of the assemblage, suggesting a high degree of fragmentation
as a whole,
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2.3.4 ANIMAL BONE

Factual data

Bunyan’s Farm yicldcd only ungulate tooth fragments and a small piece of burnt bone. No further
analysis is necessary.
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2.3.5 MACROSCOPIC PLANT AND INVERTEBRATE REMAINS

Factual data

A few fragments of charooal, including of. Prunus tp. (sloe ¢tc.), and an unidentifiable cereal grain were
rccovered from possible Neolithic tree-throw pits (Tables 70 and 71). A few fragients of Corylus avellana
(hazel) nut shell fragments and a /fordeum sp. (barlcy) grain were tecovered from a late Bronze Agc / early
Iron Age pit. Such remains would be more usual from a settlement of Neolithic date,

The limited sample size renders it impossible to address any of the original site specific project aims
although the material does have potential when viewed alongside that from other bypass sites (this is
addresscd in section 3)

Quantification and provenance of material

Table 70 Charred Seeds and Chaff from Bunyan's Farm
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2.4 MANOR FARM

+.-

2.4.1 STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE

Summary (fig 11)

.

A single pit of Neolithic/Early Bronze Age date was recorded and parts of a ficld system dating to the
Iron Age, were investigated, Only a very limited amount of Roman period remains were identified but
evidence for Middle Saxon settlement, in the form oflarge pits, possibly associated with post-hole
structures was recovered.

Background to the excavation

The excavations at Manor Farm werc located 2.5km to the south of Bedford town centre at TL
06504740 within the parish of Elstow. Sited immediately east were the excavations at Bunyan's'
Farm. The site lay on level ground (at 27m.0.d.) on a low ridge of the first gravel tetrace, to the south
of the River Great Ouse between two small tributaty steeams, the first, the Elstow Brook being some
100m to the notrth, the second, an unnamed stream, 200m to the south. The land had been under
arable cultivation for some time and had been subject to intensive ploughing.

Excavation at Manor Farm was undertaken duting April and early May 1994. Ficldwork proceeded in
parallel with that at the adjacent Bunyan’s Farm excavations and for practical purposes the two were
considered a single project although for during provisional phasing they have been separated.

The Manor Farm trenche:s pagsed across the southern edge of a serics of five north west-south-cast
oriented linear crop marks (HER 1625), probably part of a field system and including to the north

smaller sub-circular enclosures; which were interpreted on form as ofIron Age/Romano-British datc.
/L——Evalﬂaﬁwkwmpﬁfh@‘ﬁeldwm%, trial-trenchingand-Geophysical survey-was atso undertaken o
the east and west to determine the limits of the site (Dawson 1993). These investigations, in tandem
with the crop-mark evidence, indicated the presence of extensive and complex archaeological remains,
Initial proposals for full excavation were replaced by a scheme designed to minimise ground

disturbance involving the building of a protective embankment, Under this revised scheme
archaeological excavations were to be limited to the line of the roadside drainage ditches.

Method stateﬁaent

Although preservation of the major part of the site had been proposed, ground disturbance was still to
take place along the line of the roadside drainage ditches and these were the focus for investigation.
‘I'wo parallel trenches were opened up, 58m. apart, each 5Sm. wide and 450m. in length (trench 1 to
the south and trench 2 to the north), totalling 8.45ha, Trench 2 continucd, without a break, into
Bunyan’s' Farm trench 2.

Fieldwork was carried out by experienced excavators, in accordance with the Bedfordshire County
Archaeology Service's Pracedures Manual. Work was undertaken in predominantly dry conditions.
Topsoil was removed by mechanical excavator, after which hand excavation proceeded. There was no
programmed collection of material from within the topsoil. All archaeological features were
investigated.
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Factual data

Quantification of material

Table 72 Quantity of site structural records
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Table 73 Quantification 0f feature types
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In contrast to Bunyan’s Farmn the ¢xcavated evidence at Manor Farm is dominated by features of
archaeological origin rather than natural origin (only 22% by featwr¢ type). This is partly dug to the
enhanced confidence with which the excavation tcam was able to identify natural features, after
exhaustively sampling them at Bunyan's Farm, but it also reflects the very real increase in the density

of human activity,

The level of survival was similar to Bunyan’s Farm.

Table 74 Summary of provisional phasing
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PERIOD 1 Alluviation
At the castern end of trench 2 a sequence of alluvial deposition probably associated with the nearby
Elstow Brook was noted. The earlicst deposits were cut into by one of the ditches of the earliest

boundary system (L1) (see below), a second phase of deposition then sealing that ditch. No dateable
material was associated with these deposits
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PERIOD 3/4 Neolithic/Early Bronze Age (fig.14)

A single isolated pit (1007) was excavated and found to contain sherds of a single carinated vessel and
lithics, probably of early prehistoric datc. An almost complete vessel of this typc may indicate
purposeful deposition and overall the assemblage has similarities with that recovered from a pit (A50)
at Eastcotts,

PERIOD 7 Iron Age (fig.14)

Boundaries and enclosures

During this period the major crop-mark ¢nclosures appear to have been established and then to have
been in continuous use throughout the Iron Age. There was no evidence for Iron A ge settlement
although this may have been situated just to the north of the Elstow Brook (crop marks have been
noted on the sile of the John Bunyan school).

An earlier system of E-W ditches, at approximately 45 to the fater fully developed system, may be
represented by the undated landscape group I. A single observed relationship supports this
chronology. The easternmost ditch of this system, close to the modern course of the Elstow Brook, cut

AYCT O ey feas ahasal

11 econd

I
Gy T LobtTiove )

The system of N-S and E-W ditches (L.2), representing the fully developed enclosure system, was
sampled at a number of points, a small amount pottery was recoveraed, predominantly of Early to Late
Iron Age date. A number of undated ditches have been included on grounds of alignunent and form,

PERIOD 9 Romano-British (fig.14)

Only a very small amount of Romano-British material was recovered, most of this residual, only one
feature, a small pit (A30), perhaps representing activity. The ¢vidence indicates a low-level of activity
during the Roman period, with any settlement located some distance away.

PERIOD 11 Saxon (fig.14)

The majority of Period 11 artefacts and fcaturcs were dated to the Middle Saxon period. This was
primarily represented by three large pits. Within trench 1, two pits were obviously contemporary: their
shapes in plan and their depths are almost identical, and they contained a remarkably similar pottery
assemblage. These two pits may have been dug as wellg or originally perhaps as quarries, they had
been excavated down to below the level the present water table. once silied to around a third of their
depth, they had been backfilled with material containing predominantly mid Saxon pottery (Maxey
ware). Other finds included fragments of Niedermendig lava quern, A similar pit in trench 2, (A19),
containcd a smaller amount of pottery, but also descended to just below the water table, Nearby, a
small pit (A26) has a similar date but no other obvious associations,

PERIOD 13-14 Medieval to Modern

Although no medieval features were discovered on sitc, slight traces of ridge and furrow survived as
bumps in the farm track to the south of the excavated trenches. These were much more pronounced in
Bumpy Lanc (sic), which defined the eastern limit of th¢ site and in the field beyond that to the east,

PERIOD 15 Unphased groups; (Period 3/4, 7 or 11)

In the absence of spatial and stratigraphic relationships many undated or poorly dated features, while
undoubtedly being of archacological origin, cannot be incorporated into the above phasing scheme.
These have been placed in a single landscape group and probably date to either of the three main
periods of activity. Consisting largely of isolated pits and post holes, some groupings may be of mor¢
significance.
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Pogsible structurcs

Mid way along trench 2, the largest area of post holes (twenty four), if not the most coherent, has been
interpreted as a possible structure (A12), One of the post-holes contained a single sherd that counld
date to either the Iron -Age or Saxon periods

To the south in trench 1, the possible right-angled arrangement (A14) may be the northern corner of a
square Or rectangular building.

Inthe castern part of trench 1 the corner of a square or rectangular ditched feature was located, (Al16).
This may be the south-eastern corer of a more extensive ditch system. However, the ditch was cut by
a post hole on its inner side, and a stake hole was recorded in the corner. Although incomplete (Al6)
resembles structures at Bumpy Lane and Eastcotts.
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2.4.2 REGISTERED AND NON CERAMIC BULK ARTEFACTS

Factual data
Quantification

A total of cleven registered artefacts were recovered from Manor Farm. Non ceramic bulk finds

comprised fourteen fragments of slag weighing 417g, two fragments of burnt stone and seventy-three
struck or burnt flint pieces (a further seven were registered finds).

Provenance

Of the non ceramic assemblage only the flint is typologically datable with any certainty. This material
will be discussed separately in the subsequent section.

The remaining registered and non ceramic bulk finds are presented below with details of provenance
and phasing, The phasing has been allocated according to stratigraphical sequence and by association
with other datable finds.

Table 75 Registered finds, provenance and phasing
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Associational pit groups 11 and 19, (period 11) account for all the registered finds and the majority of
the non ceramic bulk finds (excluding flint). These features are interpreted as *water holes' or quarries
although reuse as rubbish repositories also seems likely.

Table 76 Non ceramic bulk finds

Period | Associational | Fesiag | Burntstone ; Fe.nail |

The fragmentary nature of the two imported Mayen lava quem fragments recovered from context
1095 unfortunately meant that their forms could not be recovered. They could equally be residual
Roman, or as the phasing suggests, of mid/late Saxon date (Buckley and Major 1981, 75). The sooting
noted on one of the fragments and the generally poor condition is suggestive of reuse possibly as
hearth stones. It is however impossible to statc how long after manufacture this reuse took place.
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Range and Variety

The registered finds and the non ceramic bulk ifinds were, for the most part, hand collected from
excavated features. In addition smaller fragments of slag werc sorted from soil samples (11.5% of the
non ceramic bulk finds were retrieved in this way).

As previously noted, the non ceramic assemblage comes almost exclusively from pits fills ascribed to
period 11 (see tables 75 and 76). The recovery of ferrous slag, an iron blade or strip fragment and
quantities of charcoal is best interpreted as ¢vidence of small scale industiial activity, probably
smithing. The sparse quantities involved however means this material may well be redcposited and
that any interpretation is tentative.

Condition

Two artefacts, Rf.6 from context 1695 and nail from context 1110, both of iron, were submittcd by the
Artefacts Manager to the conservator (A Tribe) for x-radiography and visual assessment with the aid
of a sterco microscope.

The two items, were in fair condition, thickly covered with soil incorporating a few small stones and
the usual orange-brown and dark grey corrosion products,

The potential of these finds in helping to achieve the research objectives was assessed to be nil.
Therefore no finds were selected to undergo investigative conservation.
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2.4.3 FLINT

Factual data

Quantification

A total assemblage of cighty worked or burnt flint pieces, weighing 326.4g was recovered from Manor

Farm.

Provenance

The majority of the flint from Manor Farm (98.5%) was recoverad {rom fcature fills, the remainder

from topsoil.

Worked or struck flint material may be considered residual when associated finds daic to a period

beyond that when lithic technology had ceased to be in general use. Even where

flint is the solc dating

¢vidence recovered from a particular context there is a likelihood that it is residual if it shows signs of
post-depositional damage and abrasion. Thirty-two pieces (40%) of the recovered asscmblage were
demonstrably residual, occurting with later ceramics or other datable artefacts. The remaining
material, all from associational group 23 is unlikcly to be residual and will be discussed separately.

Provisional dates and details of provenance are set out in tables 77 and 78.

Table 77 Flint tools by context
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Range and Variety

Tables 1 and 2 show the range of tools and debitage ¢ncountered. The residual material has little
relcvance in terms of a coherent group, but does serve to demonstratc flint working activity in the area
from the Mesolithic through to the later Neolithic and Bronze Age.

The quality of the flint was generally good. Tt ranged in colour from mid grey to dark reddish brown
and black. Four picces, (notably those dating to the Mesolithic or early Neolithic, from possible tree
bowl contexts) were patinatcd and of white or mottled grey appearance. Cortex, where it survives
indicates that the majority ,at least of the flint was obtained from the local gravel deposits.

The material from associational group 23 is worthy of some further attention. It comprises forty-eight
pieces, (see tables 77 and 78 ) of which thirty-seven were recovered on site and eleven sorted from soil
samples. The recovery of unusually large quantities of flint, and mor¢ significantly, of very small flint
debitage, is a good indication that the material was deposited at or close to the time of manufacture
(the material from associational pit group 50 from the Eastcolts site, provides an earlier Neolithic
parallel).

With two exceptions, where discolouration had resulted from ¢contact with fire, the flint was of
uniform dark grey colour and the quality good. Cortex survived on fourteen pieces, this was buff or
off-white in colour and would suggest a limitcd number nodules being used,

Theflint recovered from this pit has much in common with the Eastootts pit assemblages, with blades
and soft hammer struck flakes predominating and the flint quality high, suggesting a Mesolithic or
earlier Neolithic dat¢. Additionally, a leaf shaped arrowhead, a form characteristic of the early
Neolithic, and a fragment of a second were recovercd. In contrast to the pits at Eastcotts, associated
pottery was recovered, however further work will be needed to confirm its identity.

Condition

In general the Manor Farm flint assemblage was in good condition with only a few pieces (principally
those from topsoil or late feature fills) showing abrasion or post depositional damage.
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2.4.4 CERAMICS

Factual data
Quantification

Poltery
The Manor Farm pottcry assemblage was recorded by fabric type and form. Quantification was by
sherd and vessel count. A total of 174 sherds was recorded, representing a minimum of 94 vessels.

All quantitative statements and tables in this report arc bused on the sherd count.

Building Material

The building material was quantified by sherd count and weight. A tolal of fourteen sherds weighing
556g was recovered, compriging scven fragments of brick, one of roof tile and ten of daub or fured
clay.

Provenance

Pottery

Table 1 below, shows the relative quantitics of pottery recovered from the varying feature classes
encountered at Manor Farn, The figures are expressed as a sherd count and as a percentage of the
total.

Table 79 Quantification of pottery by featme type

;I:Conte!t type Shevai

Due largely to the lack of intact horizontal stratigraphy on site, the bulk ofthe ceramic material
derives from cut features, primarily pits and ditches ( 93.1%). These are features which are nonmally
regardcd as the least susceptible to contamination particularly in their primary and lower fills. The
constant re-cutting and intercutting of boundary ditches and other features seen on utban sites and
some rural sites is absent at Manor Farmy, thig factor further reduces the risk of contamination,

Phasing gnd date range
A single landscape group made up of a numbcr of disparate, pootly dated features, is unphased and
allocated to a miscellaneous period 15.

Table 80 Qaamiﬁcmian of pottery, by sherd, within period
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The pottery assemblage shows a wide date-range, from the early prehistoric to the Post-medieval

periods, Residuality occurs to the greatest extent in period 11, (Saxon) indicated by the presence of
Roman material,

Building Material

Table 81 Quantification of building material by feature type

Table 81 shows the quantities of building material recovered from different feature types on site, The
small quantities involved and the fragmentary condition suggest piecemeal deposition and/or
redeposition,

The distribution of building material through time (table 82) shows no easily discernible
concentrations of materials, but does reflect the pottery assemblage in terms of incidence by per period
(table 80).

Range and variety

I'ype Serigs
The type series is listed below in chronological order. New fabrics types not previously published have
been marked with a double asterisk (**).

EARLY TOTAL 29
PREHISTORIC

Corky, Icached 29
FARLY-MIDDLE TOTAL 48
IRON AGE
F0O7 Shelly 18
F2g Fine sand 13
F03. Grog/sand 8
F18 Sand/shell 6
F29 Coarse sand 2
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F17 Grog 1
LATERIRON AGE TOTAL Iz
Fo9 Sand/grog 7
FOGA. Fine grog 4
Fo6B Medium grog 1
ROMAN TOTAL 135
Rel Samian 1
ROS Orange sandy 3
Re6 Greywarc 2
R06C Fine greyware 3
RI2B Nene Valley Colour Coat 1
R Misc. sandy 3
EARLY SAXON TOTAL. 3
A Quartz/whitc mica How 1
A Red quartz ** 1
A Quartz/gold mica *4+ 1
Al8 Fine quan>. 1
A06 Quartz 1
MIDDLE SAXON 60
All Maxey type 60
POST MEDIEVAL TOTAL 3
POl Glazed earthenware 1
P45 Willow pattern 1
P43 Pearlware 1
MISCELLANEOUS TOTAL 2
- Sand/gold mica 1
- Sandy 1

Early Prehistoric
Some doubt exists over the identification of twenty-nine sherds of pottery, 16.66% ofthe total

assemblage rccovered from isolated pit (1007). The fabric is predominantly shelly or with calcareous
inclusions and is very lcached and corky in appcarance. Both the single recoverable form, a carinated
bowl, and the fabric share similarities with earlier Neolithic 'Grimston ware'. Further work at the
analysis stage may confirm this identification. The pit is provisionally phased to periods 3/4
Neolithic/Early Bronze Age.

Iron Age

Sixty sherds of Iron Age pottery, 34.48% of the total assemblage were recovered from Manor Farm,
Forty-eight sherds are characteristic of early-middle Iron Age date and the rcmaining twelve of the
late Iron Age. In addition, two sherds listed in the type series as miscellancous, could conceivably be
of Irou Age or early Saxon date.

All the fabric types represented are known from other sites in the county and all arc likely to have
been produced locally.

Six Iron Age vessels with recognisable rim forms could be identified (tablc 83).
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Table 83 Iron Age forms
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TronAgeForms T
f;”upnght rimmed | Jars

: rectangulur/flattened rimmed jars 0t
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‘The forms tabulated above are typical of the region, with upright rimmed jars being a common feature
at sites such as Puddlchill (Matthews and Warren 1992); Stagsden, north Beds. (BCAS in prep), and
Village Farm approximately 500m to the west. Rectangular/flattened rimmed jars and carinated
forms, similar to the Manor Farm examples were also present at Village Farm and have been found at
the Iron Age settlement site at Salford, mid Beds. (BCAS in prep). Later Iron Age ‘Belgic' cordoned
jar forms, have previously been recognised in the county at Ursula Taylor School, Clapham (Dawson
1988) and Norton Road, Stotfold (BCAS in prep.) (see also Simco, 1984, for a general sutvey).

Decoration in the Iron Age assemblage was limited to two instances of finger indenting on the rim
and a smgle instance of vcmcal combmg The oombmg or 'thg brushing' of the IrOn Age vessels is

facﬂltate handlmg

Roman
The Roman pottery makes up 8.62% of the assemblage, 15 sherds.

The bulk of this matcrial is residual (13 sherds), and a singlc sherd is possibly intrusive in an Iron
Age context. The pottery is fragmentary and the form of only one vessel, a greyware 'dog-dish,’ could
be reconstructed. One sherd of Nene Valley Colour Coat bore traces of paitited decoration.

Saxon

Saxon pottery makes up the largest chronological grouping from Manor Farm. Of sixty-five sherds ,
37.35% of the total assemblage dating 10 this period, five arc characicristic of early Saxon date and
sixty of middle Saxon.

Despite the small quantity of the early Saxon material rccovered, the variety of fabric types
represented is comparable 10 the Village Farm assemblage. Only on¢ vessel form, an everted rimmed
jar, could be reconstructed and 'decoration' was limited to a single instance of random fingernail
stabbing on the body, which probably performed the same roughening function as the combing, noted
in the Iron Age asscmblage.

The pottery dated to the mid-Saxon period comprises entircly Maxey-type ware, an undecoratcd coarse
shelly fabric. No vessels were recovered in complete condition, although nine vessel forms and a
possible lid could be recognised. Jars with simple rounded rims were most comnonly represented (5

vessels), closely followed by distinctive ‘'swallow nest’ jars (4 vessels). Maxey-type pottery, including
swallow nest forms is known elsewhcre from the county at Stratton DMV, near Biggleswade and
Elstow Abbcy, Bedford (Dawson and Fell in prep.).

Post-medieval and modern
Three sherds of post-medieval pottery of 18th-19th century date were recovered,

Evidence of use of the pottery throughout the phases

Physical evidence of use on the pottery was restricted to two instances of internal residu¢s. In both
cases a thick black 'tarry' residue was noted, adhering to large basc sherds of mid Saxon Maxey-type.
The types of substances contained within these vessels may be revealed by residue analysis.

External sooting of vessels may be seen as evidence of heating above a fire. Sooting was noted on one
sherd, again of Maxey type. However, as the sooting continued over the breaks of the sherd it is likely
to relate to post breakage burning.
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The paucity of evidence for use in the pottery assemblage results from the limited size of the sample.
It is also possible that some vessels were used to heat their contents not over a hearth, but by the use of

heated stones, & process that would leave no physical evidence,

Building Matenal

Brick/floor tile

Fragments of brick/floor tile were found in three contexts; five fragments of grog tempered fabric,

a most certainly from the same brick are probably of later Iron Age date. The remaining brick
fragments were harder fired and more substantial. A fragment of red-brown, fine sandy brick
resembles a Roman brick/tile fabric from Sandy (BCAS in prep), owever, it was found together wit
poticry dating to the 18th and 19th centuries and a post-medi¢val date cannot be ruled out, The
remaining two brick fragments are of a sand and flint tempered fabric.

Roof tile
A sinpte tragment of Roman 'imbrex' in a grog and shell fabric was recovered. It is the only fragment
of the building material which is diagnostic of form.

Daub/fired clay

Ten fragments of daub or fired clay were recovered and three fabric types are recognisable; sandy,
organic and sand/organic. It is likely that the fabric types were used contemporaneously and, and
have, in themselves no chronological significa ce,

Condition

Pottery
The condition ofthe pottery is genera ly good withonly 25 sherds or 14.36% of the total assemblage,
including the topsoil derived material showing varying degrees of abrasion.

Recognisable forms account for 20.2% of the assemblage, suggesting a high degree of fragmentation
as a whole,

-.----.-ﬁ-—--‘-+-'
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2.4.5 ANIMAL BONE

Factual data

Quantification of material

Manor Farm produced four boxes of bone. Six soil samplcs contained bone fragments or evidence of
micro fauna,

Table 84 Contexts containing animal bone by period
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Summary

The majority of bone came from the Saxon pits of period 11. The species present are horse, cattle, pig,
sheep/goat, goose and chicken. Sieved samplcs have produced rodent, bird and amphibian bones.
Larger bones also retrieved by sieving appear t0 have been through a dog.

Condition

Measuring and ageing dala is available.
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2.4.6 MACROSCOPIC PLANT AND INVERTEBRATE REMAINS

s == sm

1

Factual data

A few fragments of charcoal, but no sceds, were found in a couple of Iron Age and Roman pits (Tables 85
and 86), The Iron Age boundaty ditch A42 (Sample 308) contains numerous shells of the stagnant water
snail Anisus leucostoma and also shells of two stagnant water species of Lymnaea, L. truncatula and L.
peregra, Two Saxon pils were only slightly more productive of charred remains, yielding a free-threshing
grain of Triticum sp. (wheat) and a grain ofhulled Hordeum sp. (barley) (Table 8). These samples also
contain charcoal, mostly @uercus sp. (0ak) and cf. Pomoideae (hawthorn ctc.).

Quanrification of material

Table 85 Charred Seeds and Chaff from Manor Farm
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i Specics by Period
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Table 8¢ Charcoal froms Manor Farm

PPN,

Type of Sample : Saxnn Unphasad

No. flots 9 2

No. hand-picked 1 - 3 i

Total samples 2 5 12 2

No. samples with charcnal

.........................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Alnus | Corylus tp. alder/hazel | - 1 | ) )

Quercus sp. oak ) i | :

?cf. Pomoideae hawthorn et~ : 1 1 « 5 )
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2.5 BUMPY LANE

2.5.1 STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE

Summary (fig.15)

Two pits of Neolithic date indicatc settlement. Scattered remains also point to settlement or peripheral
activity from the late Bronze Age through the Iron Age. No structures or buildings were identified
(although a number of possible hearths may indicate building sites). A sequence of enclosures,
probably of Iron Age date, was also recorded, the earliest an isolated sub-circular feature, the latest
linear in form and re-used during the Roman pcriod. The continuity in boundary use is traceable into
the medieval period when furrows were driven down the linc of the Iron Age/Roman ditches,

Background to the Project

The excavations at Bumpy Lane were located approximately 3km. to the south of Bedford town centre
at TL 070476, some 750m, to the east of the excavations at Manor Faim and 500m. to the west of
thosc at Eastcotts. The site lay on a tidge of alluvial terrace (at approximatcly 28m. OD), south of
River Great Ouse, north of the Elstow Brook. Although under pasture, the level, truncated aspect of
these fields contrasted with the well preserved earthworks of Harrowden in the fields to the south,
suggesting that a substantial amount of ploughing had taken place herg,

During the initial stages of the Bypass project the area of Bumpy Lane had been designated a ‘blank
area’, reflecting ourlack of knowledge concerning its potential rather than absence of archaeological
remains. This was one of scveral areas where access for evaluation was refused until the HA had taken
possession of the land. Excavations to the south at Harrowden and to the east at Eastcotts suggested
that Roman period remains might be expected and so geophysical survey was commissioned in
December 1993, Trial trenching followed in April (Shepherd and Fell 1994). The results of this
evaluative work suggested that boundary features of Roman date were concentrated to the easiern ¢nd
of the site with scattered Neolithic scttlement evidence to the west. The geophysical survey identified
the southern part of a curving feature, estimated at 75m in diameter, and interpreted as a possible
ring-ditch of Neolithic/Bronze Age date. Trial trenching confirmed its location but failed 1o provide a
more precise date or function.

Excavation at Bumpy Lan¢ was undertaken during May and June. To the west of the site the Bypass

will be carried on a low embankment, giving out to the east where a cutting will take the carriageway
L > T 1

VETCTD C-CRISHIE OO, B0 (1C AS5CS51NCT o WO AITAS WEIT Tl [ATH A I (1]

excavation; Area | to investigate the ring ditch, and Area 2 to investigatc the prehistoric settlement
evidence and Romano British boundaries.

Method statement

Fieldwork was carried out by experienced cxcavators, in accordance with the Bedfordshire County
Archaeology Service's Procedures Manua!, Work was undertaken in predominantly dry conditions,
on a well drained site. Topsoil was removed by a Hitachi 360° tracked excavator fitted with a toothless
ditching bucket. Topsoil was removed to the top of the natural alluvial sands and gravels or
archaeological deposits, whichever was encountered first, ater which hand excavation proceeded.
There was no programmed collection of material from within the topsoil. All finds focated were
retained for analysis and relevant environmental samples taken, All major features werc also recorded
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and a sample of natural features investigated. On-site dry sieving of fills was carried out where
appropriate this could not be employed for all {eatures due to time constraints,

A forther geophysical survey was carricd out in an area 100m x 80m dircctly to the north of Area 1 to
further examine the curving ditch (see fig.15). An arca of approximately 10m wide, immediately
adjacent to the trench, could not be surveyed due to the presence of a spoil heap.

Factual data

Ouantification of material

Table 87 Quantity of site structural recordy

A AL AT,

?dRecord type
Contexls

b evvohorndiones
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Table 38 Quantification of feature ty pes
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3;_ Ditchcs and gullies
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Evidence by Period

Table 89 Summary of provisional phasing
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PERIOD 1

Tree clearance
Six tree-throw holes wer¢ identified, none associated with cither datable or burnt material,

PERIOD 3 Neolithic (fig.17)

The earliest finly dated archaeological features were two pits, both located in Area 1. The first
(C8317) was sub-circular, 2.4m across, 1.2m deep and with six fills, some of which contained pottery
and flint of Neolithic date. The second (C8371) was elliptical in shape, 2.5m x 0.75m. It had a single
fill that contained over one hundred and twenty pieces of struck flint,

Two isolated features are difficult to interpret in terms of their overall significance, either for
settlement or ritual activity. It may be significant that at Eastcotts some 500m to the east, an
inhumation and pit of Neolithic date were also rccovered, their nature and their proximity to ring
ditch crop marks strongly suggesting a ritual context, The remains at Bumpy Lane however could
equally be indicative of settlement and recent work at Cassington, Oxon, has demonstrated the difTusc
and fragile nature of Ncolithic settlement activity within valley bottom environments (Hey 1992;
1993).

PERIOD 6 Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Age (fig.16)

Located on the southern edge of Area 1, a single feature, (L19), of possible late Bronze Age date was
rccorded. A short length of ditch or gully it was 4m x 0.5m and was poorly defined in plan, clearly
running beyond the limits of excavation. The upper fill contained 31 sherds of pottery, probably all
from a singlc vessel

PERIOD 7 Iron Age (figs.16 and 17)

Within Area 1 a sequence of Iron Age enclosures and boundaries was identified. This began with the
‘circular' enclosure (L1), cut by linear ditches (L2) which were finally replaced by post alignment
(L3). These were associated with a scatter of settlement features, pits and post holes, some possibly
marking the site of structures, although no rccoverable building-plans survived. To the east within
Arca 2 the settlement scatter continued, including two possible hearths. The edge of an enclosure/field
system was also recorded.

Encl ditch (Area 1
(Landscape Group 1)
Located on the northern side of Area 1, a substantial curving ditch formed the southern boundary to
an enclosurc. The major part of the enclosure lay beyond the limits of excavation but was mapped by
geophysical survey and seen to be horseshoe-shapod, measunng apprommately 70m E-W and 56m N-
S. The northern end appeare

destroyed (or masked) by agncullural actmty Wherc excavatcd the ditch was between 1 8m and 2.2m
wide with sides sloping at 45° down to a narrow, flat basc. To the south-west a 6m wid¢ break marked
the entrance. There was no sign of a bank, internal or external, although the area has been extensively
ploughed, probably from the Roman period and it is unlikely that this would haye survived. Internal
post settings indicating a palisade were also absent. The ditch was ¢xcavated in fourteen segments and
between four and eight fills were recorded in each. Iron Age pottery was recorded in the upper fills of
six excavated sections as well as a few sherds that may be pre-Iron Age. Struck flint was found in the
lower fills of a few segments and in the middle and upper fills of the majority of segments.

Other boundaries
Areal

Two ditches (L2), running perpendicular to each, other formed the corncr of a NE-SW aligned
system, The western ditch was traced by geophysical survey 60m to the south and within the
¢xcavation it was scen to cut the curving enclosure ditch (L1).
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Cutting across (L2) was a fence line (L3), consisting of an E-W alignment of eightcen post holes,
spaced regularly 1m-1.5m apart. These were generally oval, up (0 1. lmn across, the alignment running
from just SE of the Enclosure (L1) eastwards for 34m, probably continuing beyond the limits of
excavation.

Area 2

Towards the eastern end of the site, close to Eastcous and Harrowden, a system of rectilincar ditches,
(L5), appear to have been established during the Iron Age. Four ditches formned a N-S/E-W aligned
field system.

Settlement evidence

Area !

Scattered across Ar¢a 1 were a number of pit or post-hole type features variously dated or undated,
together probably indicating scttlement of Iron-Age date. Included in this Landscape Group, (L4), are
three possible structures; a four-posicr (A6), a linear aligmment (AY), and a possible circular structure
(AlS).

Area 2

These are concentrated to the west and central part of Area 2, towards the settlement features
recognised within Area 1, (L4), and outside of the field system (L5). Most of the features, again pit
and post-hole types, were isolated and scattcred with no discernible pattern, although a four post
structures (A12) and (AX4), and two burnt features (A35, contexts 8226 and 8356), possibly hearths,
were identified.

Discussion

The Iron Age remains at Bumpy Lane cleatly indicate settlement. Although a sequence of
enclosures/boundarics can be detected within Area 1 it is not pessible at present to inicgrate any of the
settlement evidence or the enclosurcs within Area 2 to the east. Activity may have been continuous or
cpisodic through the Iron Age and so a number different arrangements may be present. The large
circular or horseshoe shaped enclosure, the primary feature within Area 1, may in fact date to an
earlier period, Iron Age pottery only being present in its upper fills, although it is perfectly consistent
in form with other isolated Iron Agc enclosures, often interpreted as stock enclosures (e.g. Furzton,
Milton Keynes; Williams ef of. forthcoming). Subsequent development ofthe linear boundaries and
post-hole boundary may continue to respect the circular ditch which has implications for its use.

The settlement remains, while not being substantial and including no ¢eain structures, are perhaps
chara teristic of the type of evidence we should expeet within a valley bottom environment, If stock
rearing represented the major land-use, perhaps indicating a seasonal exploitation of the low-lying
grassland, then temporary and ephemeral forms of settlement evidence would result, the major more
permanent setilements still clinging to higher ground, either on dry islands within the floodplain or
the valley sides. Altemauvcly the remains at Bumpy lane may cxther be penpheral to scttlemcnt to

ploughmg durmg later penods thal thc nature of the ewdence largcly rcflccts the survnval of deeper
features.

PERIOD 9 Romano-British (fig.17)

Romano British activity is concentrated on the east side of Area 2 and consists of a field system and
two pits. The main N-S Iron Age boundaries (L5), were recut during this period but the internal
divisions were not, suggesting a broad continuation of land use. The eastern ditch was re ut at least
four tirnes with ditch terminals indicating an entrance to the enclosure, subsequently blocked.

A single cremation was also recorded within Area 1. Although undated by ceramics it is probably
Roman on the grounds of the nails found in association,

Any assessment of the significance of these remains is impossible without taking into account the
evidence from Harrowden and Eastcotts where more substantial signs of settlement were recovered,
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PERIOD 13 Medieval (fig.17)

Ridge and firrrow cultivation ran across the whole of Area 2, it was unrecognised during excavation
within Area 1 although indicated by geophysical survey. The firrrows run N-S on an exact alignment
with the Iron-Age/Romano-British field system (L5 )/(L6).

No doubt these fields were attached to the settlement at Harrowden (Wood 1985) and to the south the
surviving carthworks include pockets of ridge and furrow. The major significance of the Bumpy Lane
cvidence lies in the concurrence of orientation between the furrows and the earlier boundaries, This
could be explained simply in terms of drainage, this running down towards the Elstow brook, a
straightforward topographical imperative respected from the Iron Age onwards. The exact agreement
in both oricntation and line suggests a tmeasurc of continuity can be posited, although topography may
well have provided a rational for such conservatism,

PERIOD 15 Unphased groups

There were a number of undated features on the site. Where stratigraphic or spatial associations have
permittcd these have been integrated into groups (e.g. L4 and L8 above). Those remaining, (L12) in

Bro o 0 el

Thirteen possiblc pits, post holes and ditches from cvaluation trenches 3 and 4 (L12) may have had an
archaeological origin but were more likely naturally derived. These were not investigated further in
the main excavation,

——
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2.5.2 REGISTERED AND NON CERAMIC BULK ARTEFACTS

Factual data

Ouantification of material

Twelve registered artefacts and two registered architectural fragments were recovered from Bumpy
Lanc. The non ceramic agscmblage comprised 342 humanly worked or burnt flint pieces (of which
five were registered) and eighty-one iron nails and fragments. Additionally, twenty-eight worked flint
pieces, an iron nail shank fragment and a coin of William III were recovered from the evaluation.

Provenance

The registercd and non-ceramic bulk finds range in date from the Mesolithic to the late
seventeenth/early eiphicenth century and includes:

® two microliths of Mesolithic date and a further thirty-seven cores and flint debitage of
Mesolithic/early Neolithic date

® cleven tools and 276 cores and debitage dating to the later Neolithic/Bronze Age
a small Roman assemblage (c. 7 artefacts) spanning the first to the fourth centuries

® acoin of William III c. 1695-1700

The flint assemblage will be discussed separatcly in the following section. The remaining non ceramic
maicrial is presented below (tables 90 and 91).

Tahle 90 Non ceramic registered finds

"“Associational | Context | Perlod | Description | Date

RS 0 5.5 SRS J0.5 | 1SS SRS S
1 i - ! unstrat. : iron knife, incomplete |
i ; ; hogs-back' type
CA con, | Comtantmel
i 3 N . unstrat. | - i CA coin, Constantine

Flavian Roman,
AstCAD
"307-337 AD.
337340 AD.

. _.-,_ ,- e R

Cfillof ron knife/shears "earlier Roman,
Lpdieh G ....iblade incomplete  lst2ndC.AD.
TR of i bone hairpin, "earlicr Roman
: ditch | unfinished and broken ; 1st-20d C.AD.

i 8 — . unstral,m""ifm—“ ) bonc gaming piece earllcr Roman

B S T L L =TT T F T F R TRt

Table 91: Non ceramic hulk finds

| Contexttype | Associational | Period | Description

Lwaskat - isl L} limestonearchiloctural fragments <3
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No intrusion or residuality is discernible in (h¢ non-ceramic assemblage. However registered finds
1,2,3,% and two architectural fragments are recorded as unstratified, having been recovered, together
with large quantities of Roman pottety from machine excavated spoil immediately adjacent to a series
of intercutting ditches (associational groups 20-23). The relatively intact and unabraded condition of
the pottery suggests that it almost certainly originatcd from the upper fills of one or morc of these
ditches, truncated by machining.

Range and variety

In common with the ceramic material, the larger part of the non ceramic assemblage was hand-
collected. Additionally a metal detector was operated and its use, whilst undoubtedly improving the
rceovery rates of metalwork may also have biased the composition of the overall artefactual
assemblage in its favour.

The Roman assemblage
Despite the uncertain provenance of most of the Roman assemblage, it forms the onl ETIDUp

of related artcfacts (excluding flint) to be recovered from Bumpy Lane. The dating of the material
(table 90) corresponds to that of the ccramic assemblage with early Roman (1st-2nd centuty) and later
Roman (4th century) represented. The two Barnack type limestone architectural fragments are
consistent in appcarance with Roman paving material.

One further group is however worthy of additional comment, This is the collection of seventy-three
iron nails recovered from a small pit 8170 (associational group 26). Although a small amount late
Bronz¢ Age/early Iron Age potterywas rccovered in association the nails themselves arc unlikelt to
date to before the Roman period.

All the non ceramic material has been allocated functional categories according to Bedfordshire
Artefacts Typology (BAT). This categarisation is displayed helow (tablc 92).

Table 92: Functional categories

{ ‘Quantities of Registered | Quantities of Bulk |

e
i nds inds

(4CrftsandIndusry
.. SMulu-Purpose Tools ¢
;.6 Trade and Commcrec

i 12 Personal Adornment and

s : pm=postMadleval

Condition

Six bags of non ¢eramic bulk artefacts, comprising eighty onc iron nails or fragments, and two
registered finds, Rfs 1 and 5, also of iron were submitted by the artefacts manager to the conservator
(A Tribe) for assessment. Although not examined by the Conservator, the remaining finds from the
excavation were believed to be in fair to good condition.

The condition of these finds was assessed by visual ¢xamination with the aid of a stereo microscope
and by x-radiography,

The two small finds were in fair condition, partially covered with soil and the usual brown, dark
brown and orange-brown corrosion products. Some traces of mineral prescrved organic material,
possibly wood or plant matter, were present on one of the small finds. The x-radiograph of $f, 1
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appeared to show that the cutting edge of the blade was made from iron of a different composition
than the rest of the knife,

Most of the iron nails were likewise covered in soil and the typical corrosion products. One preserved
traces of wood or plant matter as mineral replaced impressions within the corrosion products.

The potential of these finds in helping to achicve the finds research objectives (see below) was
assessed to be nil and thereforc no finds were selected to undergo investigative conscrvation.
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2.5.3 FLINT

Factual data

Ouantification

A total assemblage of five registered flint ariefacts and 309 bulk finds, comprising flint tools, debitage
and burnt flint were recovered from the main excavation at Bumpy Lane, weighing, when combined
1599-7g. A further twenty-cight flint bulk finds, weighing 188.5 g werc recovered from the evaluation
making a total of 342 pieces weighing 1788-2g.

Provenance

The provisional assessment indicates that the recovered flint assemblage spans the Mesolithic to the
Bronze Age (tables 93-94). Thirty-seven pieces display characteristics of manufacture and flint quality
suggestive of Mesolithic or ¢arlier Neolithic date and c. 271 pieces showed characteristics appropriate
for the later Neolithic through to the Bronze Age. The remaining 34 pieces are too fragmentary to be
datable.

The major part of the assemblage (86%) was recovered from hand excavated feature fills, and the
remainder from topsoil. A total of sixty-six contexts contained quantities of flint, and of these sixty-
two are phased. Details of phasing and associational groups are listed below in tables 93 and 94.

Table 93: Flint tools by period, and associational group

| Peried | Associational | Group type | Description (SfNo)yDate
ARUR N L. S
7 36 horseshoe i cutting blade Mesolithic/ear ly Neolithic - f /A

enclosure

horseshoe late Neoli mr.zeAge
enclosure ) l/A
horseshee kmife late Neolithic/zarly Bronze Age A

]

i

;
emelosure ?
hotseshoe L wrtlscraper (Sf 10) z lnte Neolithic/Bronze Agc

lopsoil { 2 » 'lhumbnail' type
i scrapers, 1x utilised
SAlaKe e

late Nculﬂhm/early Bronze Age

i horseshoe " cnd scraper (SF. 12) lnte Neolithic/ Bronzc Age
: structure geomemc microlith (Sf. | later Mesolithic
07 ;26 ! isolated - geometric microlith later Mesolithic :
9 i3 i isolated piercet late Ncollthlc/:arly Bronze Age
: ... features
}quumm: end seraper (S£ 113} Tate Neolithic/Bronze Age
Jitopsoil | thumbnadl’ type seraper “ﬂﬂ!r’ Brunze Age
i

ey
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Table 94: Flint cores/debitage by period and a.tfociallonalgroup

Penod “Associatlonal Grouptype

1

{ isolated
features

e

; Quantity and . Date ,
: description ¢

¢ 1x Mesolithic; 1x undated

Totseshoe
enclosure _

.WM.-__- g s
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Q‘CIOS‘lre I ITTE I TR LTI AT

i 5 x Mesolithic/early Neolithic: 19 x.late ;
eolithic/Bronze Age: 3 x undated (
2 x.Mesolithic/early Nealithic: 9 x latc i
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il Mem11ﬂ11dea:1y Neo]lt}un 2xlate

Dboundary - 4debitage - 4l
pit group i 33 debitage i 11x Mcsuhtl'uc/carly Neolithic; 22« late
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i"2% Mesolithic/early Neolithic; 6x late  ;
! Neolithic/Bronze Age, Ixbumt

éé 2x late Necl]ithic/anze Age

|
lg&mt_é&...............,..{..,2,. e
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§ _(evaluation) } : Neolithic/Bronze Age; 1 undated
- f topsoil ? 38 debltﬂse i 10 x Mesolithic/early Noohthlc, 18 x
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R S S I i \odated.
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Range and variety

A scan of the lithic assemblage indicates that thirteen pieces were tools, twenty-nine were cores and
300 were waste flakes/blades or burnt flint (tables 93-94). The quality of the flint quality encountered
was variable, and most, if not all of the raw material derived locally, from re-deposited river gravels.
Cortex survived on the majority of pieces, suggesting the utilisation of small, perhaps cobble sized
nodules. It ranged in colour from white or pale grey to orange brown and gencrally showed signs of
thinning or abrasion, a characteristic of alluvial action. The flint itself ranged in colour from pal¢ grey
to dark grey, brown and black.

The Mesolithic and Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic material represents a seemingly small (c. 37 pieces
or 12.01%) but significant assemblage and may be linked with the larger group of similar date from
the neighbouring Eastcotts site.

Three further groups, two from phase 1 and one from phase 2 are worthy of individual attention as
they relate to specific aims and objectives as set out in the Bumpy Lane project design.
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Pit Group L7
The twenty flint pieces from pit 8317 (associational group 32 ) were found together with quantities
ftint temipered pottery of laler Neolifhic dafe. The feature was first examined
du[mg the cvaluation stage when a t ial t ¢nch was placed to investigate a large anomaly located by
geophysical survey. Twelve flint pieces and c.8 sherds were recovered at this stage. The pottery was
recovered in fragmentary but unabraded condition and although no tools were recovered, the hard-
hammer flake biascd debitage is consistent with a late Neolithic date. That the material is ‘in situ’ is
suggcested by the presence of re-fitting pieces.

The second group, recovered from pit 8371 (associational group 32) comprises 121 fragments of
debitage. It was not found with associated ceramic material and was dated by the manufactu ing
technique only (table 94). No tools were identified and the asscmblage consisted entirely of debitage,
associated with (ool production or ' oughing out'. It included rough corcs, flakes and a few poorly
controllcd blades. It was clear from the cortex, which survived on the majority of pieccs, and the flint
itself that the cntire assemblage derived from as few as four or possibly five nodules. A small
proportion of the material refits, althoughit is impossible to reconstruct any tool types produced.
‘Horseshoe englosure’ L1

The flint assemblage recovered from contexts associated with the 'horseshoe’ enclosure consists of 48
pisces including 5 tools (tables 93 and 94). All the lithic material was recovered from seconda  fills,
in which late Bronze Age/catly Iron Age pottery as also present. Neither may necessar ly relate
directly to the feature's construction.

Condition

In general the Bumpy Lane flint assemblage was in good condition with only a few picces (principally
those from topsoil or Jate feature fills) showing abrasion or post depositional damage.
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2.5.4 CERAMICS

Factual data

Ouantification of material

Pottery
The Bumpy Lanc pottery assemblage was recorded by fabric type and form. Quantification was by
shetd and vessel count. A total of 603 sherds was recorded, representing a minimum of 523 vessels.

An additional 146 sherds of exclusively Roman pottery were recovered from machine excavated spoil.
This material is classed as unstratified and will be of only limited use in the full analysis of the
ceramics. It will be scanned, however, for fabric types or forms wiuch do net occur in the stratified
asscmblage.

All quantitative statcments and tables in this report are bascd on the sherd count.

Building Material
The building material was quantified by sherd count and weight. A total of 43 sherds weighing 2709g
was rccovered, comprising ¢.41 fragments of roof tile and ¢.2 of daub or fired clay.

Provenance

Pottery
Table 1 shows the relative quantities of pottery recovered from the varying feature classes encountered
at Bumpy Lane. The figurcs are expressed as a sherd count and as a percentage of the total.

Table 95: Quantity of pottery from different feature types

T TR EE T Y PPN

Due largely to the lack of intact stratigraphy on site, the bulk of the ccramic material derives from cut
features, primarily pits and ditches (88.74%). These arc features which are normally regarded as the
least susceptible to contamination particularly in their primary and lower fills. The constant re-cutting
and intercutting of boundary ditches and other features seen in urban sites and some rural sites is
aLsent 2t Bumpy Lane, this factor further reduces contamination.

The pottery assemblage shows a wide datc range, from the Neolithic to the Post-medieval periods.
Incidence of residuality is restricted in the assemblage, mainly because of the low occurrence of
intercutting features and the consequent low contamination (table 96),

Further residuality may be identified within the fills of the early Iron Age 'horseshoe' enclosure.
Difficulties in distinguishing small sherds of prehistoric pottery such as coarse flint tempered fabrics,
which may be either late Neolithic or early Iron Age, or latc Bronze Age sandy and shelly fabrics from
corresponding Iron Age forms make residuality difficult to detect. This may be determined at the
analysis stage. Levels of abrasion were rccorded, but they cannot be secn as a reliable guide to the
extent of residuality, due mainly to the varying durability of the fabrics.
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Table 96: Quantification of pottery, hy sherd, within phase
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Building Material

Table 97: Quantification of building material by feature type

| Context type | Post-med. | Tegula/ | Daub/fired | sherds @ % total |
5 : Flat rooftile : Imbrex ~ day : 5

Table 97 shows the quantities of building material recovered from different feature types on site. The
small quantitics of daub encountered and the fragmentary condition of the roof tile suggests piecemeal
deposition and/or re-deposition away from domestic structures.

{ Period 14 | TOTAL

The distribution of building material through time (table 98) shows no concentrations of diagnostic
materials, and reflects the pottery assemblage in terms of material quantity per period.

Range and variety

Type Series
The type scries is listed below in chronological order. New fabrics or types not previously published

have been marked with a doublc asterisk (**).
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NEOLITHIC TOTAL 31
- Coarse flint (Peterborough type ware) 31
LATE BRONZE AGE/ 7@®11L 38
LARLY IRON AGE
- Shelly 33
- Sandy 5
. FEARLY-MIDDLE TOTAL 73
i IRON AGE
. F28 Fin¢ sand 6
FO3 Grog/sand 13
F18 Sand/shell 4
I F20 Calcareous inclusions : 10
FOlA Coarse flint 9
Fl6 Coarsc shelly 7
l F28-29 Sandy 23
F Shell, sand and organic ¥ 1
LATERIRON AGE 3
I F09 Sand/grog 1
F06 Grog 2
I ROMAN TOTAL
456
RO1 samian 4
RO3A Fine white ware 7
' RO5 Orange sandy 7
RO6 Grey ware 138
» RO7B Black sandy 17
l RO7C Black gritty 2
ROYA Pink grogged 1
, RI1A Oxford whiteware 3
l R12B Nene Valley mortaria 12
R12B Nene Valley Colour Coat 2
R13 Shelly 246
R17 Smooth orange 2
I R Buff sandy 10
R Misc. sandy 5
l POST MEDIEVAL TOTAL 2
POl Glazed earthenvwate 1
I P14 Black ware 1
Neolithic
I The thirty-one sherds, 5.14% of the total assemblage of Neolithic coarse tempered fabric represent the
carliest ceramic evidence from the site. The pottery is in the late Neolithic impressed ware tradition
(Peterborough ware) and three sherds bear characteristic whipped cord decoration on the exterior and
l in one case both the exterior and interior surfaces. This form of decoration, known as 'maggots', due to
the short scgmented appearance was prevalent throughout the Jate Neolithic period to about 1700 BC
. (Gibson and Woods 1992, 129).
l Late Bronze Age/Early Iron Agc

Pottery dated to this period comprises thirty-cight sherds, 6.3% of the total assemblage. Two fabrics,
were recorded, a leached shelly fabric with deeply pitted ‘corky' surfaces and a sandy fabric with
characteristically thin walls.
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The late Bronze Age/early Iron age material comprises entirely body sherds and no forms could be
identificd. A single small sherd of the sandy fabric retained a double linc of grooved decoration.

Iron Age
Poltery datable to this period compriscs seventy-five sherds, 12.43% ofthe total assemblage.

In common with the earlier ccramic material, the Iron Age pottery was recovered in a very
fragmentary condition and no forms could be reconstructed, Dating was only possible through
comparison of fabrics with those from other sites, notably Salford Quarry (BCAS in prep). The range
of fabric types for the larger part of this fabric group is consistent with an early-middlc Iron Age date.
@®nly three sherds (onc of which derived from the topsoil) were datable to the late Iron Age.

Decoration, was limited to a single line of fingemail impressions on the body of a of flint tempered
vessel.

Roman

Roman pottery makes up the largest chronological grouping [rom Bumpy Lane. A total of 456 sherds

dating to this period was recovered, 75.62% of the total assemblage,

Two further chronological sub divisions can be distinguished by the finewares present in the various
associated contexts. The first group is dominated by fine white wares and samian pottery and is dated
to the 1st-2nd centuries. The second contains Nen¢ Valley colour-coats and Oxfordshire whiteware
mortaria and is dated to the and late 3rd-4th centuries. Both groups feature large quantities of
undiagnostic grey wares and shelly wares which were manufactured throughout the Roman period.

Fourtecn vessels had recognisable forms (1able 99).

Table 99 Roman Forms

: Roman Forms ofvessels

S-SR S S
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The bulk of the Roman assemblage is likely to have been produced locally, with only the finewares
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and mortaria imported. Imports comprise mainly of regional varieties from the Nene Valley,
Oxfordshire and Hertfordshire.

No decoration was noted on any of the Roman pottety. A thin white exterior slip survived on three
sherds of fine orange fabric ROS,

Post-medieval and Modern
Three sherds of post-medieval pottery of 18th-19th century date were recavered,

Evidence of use
Evidence for use in the Bumpy Lane pottery assemblage is confined to surface soothing and internal
residues. All the pottery displaying evidence for usc dated to the Roman period.

Soothing of the exterior surface is limited to five sherds of shelly fabric. Twelve sherds, comprising
mainly shelly warcs display internal soothing. In one instance a shelly ware sherd with a sooted
exterior bore a thick carbonised internal residue. External soothing of vessels may be seen as evidence
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of heating above afire whilst soothing of the interior and the carbonised residue probably result from
the burning of the contents, also from direct contact with the heat source. The types of substances
contained within these vesscls may be revealed by residue analysis

The prevalence of Roman pottery types showing ¢vidence of use almost ccttainly results from the
disproportionate quantity recovered and the high degree of surface abrasion on the Iron Age and
earlicr fabrics. It is possible also that some cooking vesscls were used to heat their contents not over a
hearth, but by the use of heated stones,

Building Material

Roof tile

Thirty-ninc fragments of roof tile were recovered from eight contexts. Thirty-seven fragments are
datable by fabric and form to the Roman period and three to the post-medieval period (table 100).

Table 100 Reoman tile forms

.. QALY
27

The Roman tile falls within the character of larger assemblages in Bedfordshire although the Bumpy
Lane matcrial are in general thinner(8-10mm) when compared to the tiles from both the small town of
Sandy and the villa at Kempston (BCAS in prep). Three fabric types are represented; shelly,

grog/shell and grog/sand with the shelly fabric accounting for 90% of the total. Kilng producing shelly
tiles have been excavated at Harrold, Beds (Brown, 1994) and the presence of a major production site
explains the dominance of shelly fabrics in tile assemblages from the region.

The three fragments of Post-medi¢val flat roof tile displayed no evidence for their attachment. Two
fragments were harsh and sandy and the remaining third was sandy with ¢alcareous inclusions,

Daub/fired clay

The two fragments of daub or fired clay recovered retained no surfaces or wattle impressions. Two
fabrics were identificd, the first contained coarsc grog inclusions and the second, smaller fragment
was sandy,

Condition

Pottery

The condition of the pottery is generally good with only 40 sherds, 6.63 % of the total assemblage
showing varying degrecs of abrasion.

Recognisable forms account for only 2.7% of the assemblage, suggesting a high degree of
fragmentation as a whole. This would appear to be most pronounced in the Iron Age and earlier
poltcry assemblage, although this may in part be explained by the infcrior firing of prehistoric pots
compared to Roman exampics.

Building materials/fired clay
The condition of the building material and fired clay is variable. All the material in this group is
fragmentary but abrasion is only apparent on the daub/fired clay,
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2.5,5 HUMAN BONE

Factual Data

A single cremation, (8170/8171) was recovered from the westera part of Area 1, to the southof the
circular Iron Age enclosure. Although four sherds of lateBronze Age /carly Iron Agepottery was
recovered it is likely to date from the Roman period on the basis of the seventy one iron nails also
recovered. This may indicate that the bone was once contained within a wooden box (Philpott 1991).
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2.5.6 ANIMAL BONE

Factual Data
Quantrification

One box of bone was recovered from hand dug contexts. Therc were no sieved samples.

Table 101 Number of contexts contalning bone by period
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: No. of contexts

Rntaa b L g
e

SU A AR L

Summary

The bulk of the bone came from two periods the Iron Age (7) and the Roman (9). All bones from
period 7 come from cattle except for some rough subrectangular lumps from a post hole which appear
to be antlcr, Roman material comes from cattle, pig and sheep/goat, found in ditch fills,

Condition

Mcasurements can be taken and ageing data is available from teeth and epiphyseal fusion.
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2.5.7 MACROSCOPIC PLANT AND INVERTEBRATE REMAINS

Factual data

Quantification_and provenance of material

Settlement features of Neolithic and Iron Age date produced sutprisingly little in the way of charred food
plant rcmains, with only a single fragment of Corylus avellana (hazcl) nut shell from an Iron Age pit (Table
102). Charcoa) was recovered from features of a range of dates (Table 103),

Tuble 102: Charred Seeds and Chaff from Bumpy Lane
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Tuble 103: Charcoal from Bumpy Lane
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2.6 HARROWDEN

2.6.1 STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE

Summary (fig.18)

Excavations at Harrowden were limited to the projccted line of the roadside ditches. The earliest
evidence came from a single ditch of Iron Age date. A scatter of residual Iron Age potiery also
indicatcs activity, Surprisingly the best represented period was the Romano-British. Evidence for a
dense network of rectilinear enclosures was recovered, almost certainly indicating settlement of a
similar type to the ncarby Eastcotts site. Post holes, although impossible to interpret accurately within
the restricted confines of the trenches suggest structures. No Saxon activity was recovered, Evidence
for medieval settlement appearad from the 11th century. Although excavation took place within the
heart of the earthworks only a relatively limited number of features were recovered, these included a

sequence demoenstrating the changing form of land use, from settiement to cultivation, during this
period. This part of the sctilement may have become deserted in a piecemeal fashion, cvidence for
post-medicval activity coming from a number of trenches.

Background to the excavation

The excavations al Harrowden were located at TL 072475, approximaicly 2.5km. to the south of
Bedford town centre, within the parish of Eastcotts. The site lay to either side of the A600 (prior to
diversion during the construction of the Bypass), trenches 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 to the west of the road and
trenches 6 and 7 to the east. Some 50m to the north-west lay the excavations at Bumpy Lane and
100m to the north east those at Easteotts, The site was situated on alluvial gravels and silts, on ground
sloping gently south from 29.6m OD to 27.6m. OD towards the Elstow Brook. The Brook ran through
the centre of the extant earthworks and defined the southern limit of our investigations. The land was
under pasture, the surviving earthworks testified to this having been the dominant land use since the
abandonment of this part of the village for settlement.

As part of evaluation work carried out along the length of the Bypass in 1992, a trial trench was
excavated in the area of the earthworks on the east side of the A600 (Dawson 1993). This revealed
features of 12th - 13th century and 17th - 18th century date with Roman finds in a residual context,

The area under direct threat from the Bypass has already been damaged by the Southern Orbital Sewer
which cut a wide swathe through the site (the earthworks were surveyed prior to this), the construction

of the A600, and the Bediord to Cambridge Railway line, Nevertheless a substantial arca of
earthworks survive either side of the road. Investigations were restricted to the line of roadside
drainage ditches.

Method statement

Approximately 400m of drainage runs were investigated, seven trenches amounting to 0.26ha.
Fieldwork was carried out by experienced excavators, in accordance with the Bedfordshire County
Archaeolagy Service's Precedures Manual. Topsoil was initially removed by a wheeled JCB but
access across the wetter areas proved too difficult and work was completed using a tracked 360°
¢xcavator. Topsoil was removed to the top of the natural alluvial sands and gravels or archaeological

.. deposits, whichever was encountered first, after which hand excavation proceeded. Where no features

were identified within the alluvium this was also removed by machine. There was no programmed
collection of material from within the topsoil. All other finds were retained for analysis with
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cnvironmental samples taken where appropriate. All archaeological features were recorded and a
sample of natural features investigated.

s Em e

Factual data

Ouantification of material

Table 104 @uantity of site structural records
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Table 105 Quantification of feature types
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Table 106 Summary of provisional phasing
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PERIOD 7 (Late) Iron Age (fig.19)

Trench 6

The carliest dated archaeological feature on the site comprised a nght-angled length of ditch, the
angle of the return just visible within the¢ trench limits. Iron Age pottery was found within the fills and
in a residual context within other trench 6 featurcs.

Although only a short section of the ditch was revealed, it appears to be on a similar alignment to the
later Roman ditches in this area, perhaps suggesting suggesting a measure of continuity in the form of
land division. A similar, although perhaps morc convincing relationship between features of Iron Age
and Roman date was observed at the Bumpy Lane site to the north,
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PERIOD 9 Romano-British (fig.19)

Over sixty Romano British features were found on the site in trenches 1, 3, 4, and 6. Although in
delail it is difficult to create links between the isolated trenches the majority of the ditches share a
common alignment, approximatcly that of the brook to the south (see also Bumpy lanc above ). It is
likely that a substantial Roman settlement, perhaps similar in form to that at Eastcotts, lies beneath
the earthworks of the later medieval village.

Trench 1

At the north end of trench 1 there are five linear features running NE - SW across the trench. These
were between 2.5 and 4.3m, wide with steeply sloping or undercutting sides and flattish bases, they
werc spaced very regularly with a thin strip of natural gravel less than 6.5m. wide separating each
feature; they certainly cxtended beyond the trench limits. On excavation, a small amount of C4th
Romano-British pottery was recovered from the fills,

It is diflicult to explain such regular cuts in terms of a boundary, especially in the light of the more
convincing boundary ditch, (A17), this was recut on a number of occasions but within it's established
line. It has been suggested that these are in fact linear gravel quarries dug in an organised sequence
across the area. Similar organised gravel winning has been noted before in London on the Royal Mint
site (D. Hawkins pers comm) and in a post-medieval context at Tattenhoe in Milton Keynes (Ivens et
al 1995), During our excavation, groundwater had to be constantly pumped away as the site at this
point is within the floodplain of the brook. Also the sides of these featurcs were very unstable and
frequently collapsed. If these conditions pertained when the fcatures were originally excavated this
may suggest that the thin strip of gravel separating each quarry was left to temporarily control
groundwater.

These features may just be a sequence of drainage ditches dug in quite 1apid succession to avoid the
problem of quickly collapsing sides, but they are different in character to a ditch (A17) that provides a
southern boundary. This ditch has been re-cut three times, whereas the possible quarrics are all single
phase featurcs.

Trenches 3 and 4
A small number of Romano British pits and ditches in trenches 3 (L10) and 4. (L6) were noted. Thesc
l cannot be clogely dated but are almost certainly part of the more extensive system revealed in trench 6

i
1
i
i
I
i
i
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Trench 6

Boundaries

In trench 6 the main landscape feature is a repeating pattern of ditches aligned NE-SW and NW-SE
(approximately peependicular to the brook and similar to that of the later medicval carthworks) which
divides the area into small square or rectangular plots, Elements of the system have been re-cut and
re-established at different times, with further subdivision of some plots. At the north end of the trench
a NW - SE fence line of post-holes (A 27) with clay and lim¢stone packing, forms a subdivision of the
system or perhaps a structure.

What may be the northern boundary to Romano-Biitish activity was seen at the extreme north end of
trench 6, (A29), although s was significantly oul of aligrunent with all other features.

Settlement

A number of Romano British features post-date the field system as they arc cut through the silted up
ditches. There is a post-hole structure (A 42) consisting of nine post-holes divided roughly into two N
- 8 lines 3 metres apart. The plan is however quite irregular and the nature of this structure is unclear.

There are also scaticred small pits and short sections of drainage gullics, perhaps representing later
activity peripheral to the main focus of settlement.
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PERIOD 13 Medieval (fig.19)
Fifteen features can be firmly dated to this pertod. Problems of interpretation exist, similar to those

encountered with the Romano British material, resulting frem the narrowness of the trenches. An
additional, and surprising, brake to interpretation was the relative paucity of remains. Although the
excavation trenches are located in an area of substantial carthworks, medieval features were only
found in trenches 4, 6 and the much smaller trial trench excavated in 1992.

Phase 1 C11th-C13th

Trench 4

This produced an interesting sequence; a pit and two ditches containing 12th - 13th century pottery
represent the earliest medieval activity, although a sequence of five small undated ditches nmning E -
W across the trench were cut through by Phase 2 ditch and may also belong to this period.

Trench 6

The trial trench produced two large ditches and a large pit containing 12th - 13th century pottery,
from a small area. In contrast, trench 6, the largest single area of excavation, located approximately
10 - 15 metres to the west of this produced relatively scattered evidence. There was a pit and a gully,
and more interestingly, a large ditch, re-cut twice, that appeared to correspond to a series of dumped
soil layers forming one of the prominent earthworks in the field. The ditch (assoc. group 31) was
actually cutting the outer layers of the bank, suggesting that it was either a later addition or that it was
re-establishing an earlier, similar feature. This ditch and bank form a boundary between an area with
pits, ditches and gullies (in trench 6 and the trial trench) to the south and an arca covered by the north
end oftrench 6 that plans of the earthworks show was given over to 1ridge and furrow cultivation.
Remnants of furrows (landscape group 1) were found in this arca but no other medieval features.

Phasc 2 C13th -C15th

Trench 4

These [catures were sealed by a worm-soried, naturally developed soil layer 100 - 250 mm. deep
which could have formed under arable or pasturc conditions, in a relatively short period of time;
Richard McPhail suggests 100 years. The pottery from excavated sections of this laycr includcs
Roman and 12th - 15th century medieval material, The layer (landscape group 15) represents a late
medieval ploughsoil that has incorporated finds from Roman and earlicr medieval features below it as
a result of plough disturbance.

The soil layer is in turn sealed by a cobbled trackway, 3.6 metres wide running NW - SE across the
trench. This consisted of a 100 - 200 mm. layer of rounded pebbles up to 100 mm. diameter (which
were probably collected from the nearby Elstow Brook) overlain in places by patches of gravel laid
down to repair and level the surface, medicval pottery, the latest dating to the 15th, century was
recovered from the trackway.

These features illustrate changing use of this part of the shrunken medicval viliage. During the 12th -
13th centurics there was some settlement activity represented by pits and ditches. The area then
perhaps became more outlying from the main settlement, was used for cultivation and was ploughed.
The trackway is constructed in the late medieval period as a result of some other changes in the
villages structure.

PERIOD 14 Post-medieval to Modern (fig.19)
There are 21 features of a post-medieval date. These are concentrated mainly in trenches 1, 2 and 3
with a small amount located in the 1992 trial trench.

In the trial trench, one isolated pit contained 17th - 18th century pottcty. A group of five post-holes
(assoc. group 57) in close proximity to this, (hat do not make any discernible structure, may also be of
this date, as one contained fragments of medieval or post-medicyal roof tile.

The area to the west of the A600 in trenches 2 and 3 was used for rubbish dumping in the post-
medieval period as there is one pit (assoc. group 6) containing 14th - 16th century material and small
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groups of pits containing 16th - 17th century material (assoc, group 3) and 18th - 19th century
material (assoc. group 2).

In trench 1 there arc two 19th century ditches and scveral modern features which may be related to
activity agsociated with the house adjacent to the excavation.

PERIOD 1S Unphased groups
Undated settlement features, probably either Roman or medieval in origin.
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Factual data

Quantification of material

A total of fifty registered artefacts was rccovered during excavation. The non-ceramic bulk
assemblage comprised cleven nails, six samples of slag (total weight 1519g) and twelve flint artefacts
(including 2 registered finds).

Provenance

Twenty-four artefacts (32%) within this asscmblage are typologically datable.  Preliminary

examination of the material indicates a date range spanning the Mesolithic to the 19th century, and

includes:

« asmall assemblage (12 pieces) of Mesolithic 1o Bronze Age flint.

= a small Roman assemblage (6 artefacts) spanning the latc 1st to the 4th centuries.

= a small medieval and post-medieval assemblage (2 and 3 artefacts respectively) dating from the
early 13th to the 17th centuries,

+ acoin of George III dating to the 19th century.

These objects are briefly catalogued below.

Table 107 Datable registered finds, by chronological period

: Description
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Quantities of artefact rccovered by Context Types are presented below. Artefacts recovered from
cxternal cultivation were cellected using a metal detectur.

Table 108 Regis‘tered and bulk ﬁmk by Feature type.
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Phasing and date range
Table 109 Registered and Bulk finds by period and landscape group

sy

Descrlptlon g Reglstered ‘artefacts

"Metalworking | Fe
_debris

o

R-B ‘enclosures Ca com, “brooch & lacclag :
: Quem frag Vess glass
frag, Fe unid obj x5
7}3 scttlement ; Spmdlcwhorl Fe unid o
: R-B settlement ¢ Flint piercer, Ca coin,
- .”5 Vess glass frag
S _.ilo RBsctement Quemfrag  Feslagxdg -
13 (2 . Med settlement | Vess glass x2, - -
: ; ; Fe unid x2 i :

i soil strip, Pb waste, : | Waste

¢ Window glass ! flake x1
Fe Buckle, strip, pivot & ;

{
; spadeshoe, Fe Unid obj
i
i

13 P9 Trackway 3 Ca ring & strapfitting { -
3 Med settlement  Fc unid obj _ e
S 13 i Mecd settlement | - | Waste
G flakex]
L 13 15 . Agricultural g Ca coin, buckle, sheet & ; Feslag x409g  ‘Blade x1,

i x4

14T P Med activity | Caferrule,  Feslagx92g

i 14 B8 Cl6th activity | Ca coin, . Feslagx976g 3
et e, FE UG OB S SN SRS .2 SORI:
4 . Topsoil ] Flint scraper, Ca wite, - - ! Bladex2,
? { Quern frags x3, i Waste
thtstone : :

Febuckle .Gt .

%
{
4
3
i Feknife &unidobj ¢ : ; e T
; Burnt flint
| :

Thirty-two percent of the registered finds (16 artefacts) have been assigned to the Roman period,
while the remainder (34 artefacts) have been phased to medieval and later periods. The majority of
bulk finds have been phased, by association, to groups within the later periods,

The presence of both residual and intrusive elements is evident within the assemblage. Residuality is
nol unexpected, given the length of occupation of the site. Among the datable registered finds, a
Roman coin of the 3rd century is rcsidual within layer [414], period 13, while post-medieval material
is intrusive within on¢ feature of Roman and one of ¢arly medieval date,

Four fragments of vessel glass and one fragment of window glass were recovered from two contexts
within period 9. Only one of these fragments (Rf20) is of Roman date (mid-late 4th century). The
other (Rf 39) is a post-mcdieval apothecaries bottle base and is intrusive, The remaining fragments
are post-medieval. The glass was examined by H. Cool.
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The flint tools and debitage, which range in date from the Mesolithic to the early bronze age, form a
residual element in both Roman and medieval/post-medieval periods. Two pieces display

characteristics of flint qualily and manufacture indicative of a Mesalithic or eathier Neolithic date,
while the remainder are characteristic of the later Neolithic to early bronze age periods.

Residual and intrusive elements do not appear to be concentrated within any particular trench or area
of the site.

The metalworking residues represent the debris from iron smithing activity. The slagis not

concentrated within any one area of the site, but has been randomly redeposited with other material
within rubbish pits and ditches.

Range and variety

Artefacts were hand-collected from 50% sampled contexts, as outlined in section 3.4 of the project
design specification (Baker and Dawson 1993b). Supervised metal detecting accounted for over 40%
of the registered finds, and although improving the range of recovery of metal objects, is likely to have
biascd the overall composition of the artefact assemblage in their favour (table 110).

Table 110 Quantities of registered artefact by material.

L0
L 221
Coppcr a110y (incl. coims) 13
_Lead/lcad alloys 42
: Stone (cxcl flml) ;6
Flint I
f‘ Glass (vesael & wmdow) 35
i1
50

All non-ceramic material (registered and bulk finds) has been assigned to 23 simple name groups
(table 111), in accordance with the Bedfordshire Artefact Typology. These have been allocated
functional categories (table 112).

Table 111 Simple names and quantities present at Harrowden

| Simple Name Qnant:tyFunctlona[Catcgory
5 ‘ __{see below)

I brooch
L !?.‘!C!S!?-.
| clay pipe
com
§ ferruic
' ﬂmt dnbltage
i kmfe
lacetag
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Table 112 Functional categories

Catcgones
ik Buxldmgs -
2 Fastenmgs&megs

3.Houschold ...

n S Multxpmposc blades &
 ....Sharpencrs
.6, Commerce .~
L 8. Pastimes
lO Agnculture
12 Personal adornment &
. dressfitings
15 Prehlstorxc
16 Wide vancty or unknown i

Debitage (10) ..

Condition

-----P‘----

Twenty-three registered artefacis (21 of iron and 2 of copper alloy), and 7 iron nails were selected by

the Artefacts Manager and submitted to the conservator (A Tribe) for assessment. Although not

examined by the Conservator, the remaining registered artcfacts were believed to be stable and in fair

to good condition. The condition of the finds was assessed by visual cxamination with the aid of a
tereo microscope and by x-radiography.

Iron Items

All of the iron items werc x-radiographed (UCL X-RAY NOS: EH0280-EH0282). Most of these were
in fair condition, with a few showing signs of extensive mineralisation, The standard orange-brown,
brown and dark grey corrosion products predominated. Very few items bore traces either of
carbonised wood among the soil and corrosion products covering them, or of mineral prescrved
urganic material.  Traces of wood or plant matter were present on two items, one of which (RF 35)
also bore traces of possible mineral preserved leather. Three of the iron registered finds submitted for
x-radiography were found to be nails.

Copper Alloy Tiems

The two artefacts received for assessment were a buckle (RF 6) and a coin (RF 14). These were both
x-radiographed (UCL X-RAY NO: EH0283). The buckle was in fair condition, with a green patina
present in some arcas, but the coin was in very poor condition, distorted and with a dark purple-brown
surface upon which some detail could be observed. X-radiography was particularly uscful in revealing
the extent of surface decoration present on the buckle.
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2.6.3 CERAMICS

Factual Data

Quantification of material

Pottery

The pottery was recorded by fabric type and form, Quantification was by sherd and vessel count, rim
percentage and weight, This information was subsequently computeriscd to facilitate data
manipulation, A total of 1196 sherds was recorded, representing 921 vessels, weighing 21507g.
Unless stated, all quantitative statements and tables in this assessment arc based on sherd count.

Building material
A total of 94 fragments of tile and brick, weighing 8989g was recovered. The majority of these
fragments (52%) was recognisably Roman in date, while a further 39% were of medieval/post-

medicval origin. The remaining 9% were too fragmentaty to be diagnostic and could not be assigned
to any period,

A total of 75 fragments of daub and fired clay was recovered, weighing 3648g.

Provenance

Pattery
Table 113 below shows the relative quantities of pottery recovered from the different feature types on
site. The figurcs are expressed as a sherd count and as a percentage of the total.

Table 113: Quantity of pottcry from variois fewture types, by sherd

 Contexttype T

HIE FF P

Sherd count | % Total _
o 360,

---------4--

L)

| Extemnal cultivation (ploughso
{ External layers and dumps
 Natural deposits (tree holes etc.)

The majority (53.2%) of the assemblage derived from cut features (predominantly ditches and pits)
generally regarded as those contexts likely to yield the most meaningful information. External layers
and dumps (11.3%) would have been in use over an extended period of time and consequently, are
susceptible to contamination, The material recovered from ploughsoil (35.0%) has been scanned for
new fabrics or formns of intrinsic interest, but will not be incorporated into the full analysis of the
ceramics.

The recovety of sizeable sherds, which are largely unabraded, suggests that the pottery was not subject
to the usual processes that lead to fragmentation and abrasion. Limitations imposed by the 50%
excavalion and sampling policy, however, have reduced the nuinber of full or reconstructable profiles
obtained and conclusions drawn must be based largely on information gained solely from rim sherds.
The policy of trenching as opposed to open area excavation also reduces the likelihood of identifying
distinct and separate areas of activity, such as kitchens or storage areas on the site as a whole.
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Table 114: Assemblage composition by period and sherd count.

LateonAge i)

Bottery

The ceramic assemblage dates from the late Iron Age to the post-medieval periods. Lack of detailed
vertical stratigraphy at Harrowden meant that there was little direct relative dating ¢vidence from the
site. The date ranges assigned to the pottery types are based upon cvidence published elsewhere.
Contamination occurred to a high degree across the site, particularly within trench 4, (period 13),
where medieval plough disturbance and subsequent worm-sorting caused a mixed horizon which
contained substantial quantities of both Roman and late medieval pottery (table 115).

Table 115: Ouantification of potiery by skerd, and phuse.

: Roman
;. Saxo-Norm

Period 7: Late Iron Age

The majority of the late Iron Age pottery appcars to be residual, occurring in later periods, although it
is possible that these later forms may have a longer currency than suspected. Boundary ditch [695]
within trench 6, was the only feature to contain solely Iron Age pottery (2 sherds). Other features
within this period contained intrusive pottery. Sherds assigned to this period constitute 1.2% of the
total assemblage.

Period 9: Romano-British

This period contains 35.4% of the pottery recovered from the site, the majority of which derived from
a sequence of ditched boundaries within trench 1 and a network of enclosures and cut features within
trench 6. The greatest concentration of ceramics falls within the early Roman period, although the
most numerous sherds are grey wares and shelly wares, which span the whole Roman period. Sherds
of 3rd-4th century vessels are present, but only in small quantities. Although occurting in smaller
amounts, the Roman ceramics from Harrowden are similar in character to those recovered from
Eastcotts and may imply a continuation or spread of settlement,

Twenty-six residual late Iron Age sherds were present within this phase, as were five intrusive post-
medieval/modern sherds.

Period 13: Medieval

This phase contains 46% of the total pottery assemblage. A high incidence of residuality occurs, with
41% of the 552 sherds recovered being attributable to the Roman period. The bulk of the medieval
pottery dates to the 12th and 13th centuries, although the ceramic sequence is continuous through to
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the 14th -15th centuries. Inthe early medieval period, shelly wares predominate, whilc in the later
period, late medieval reduced sandy wares are prevalent.

Three sherds of modem pottery are intrusive in this phase.

Pertod 14: Post-medieval to modern

Seventeen percent of the total pottery assemblage was contained within this phase, recovered from
rubbish pits concentrated mainly within trenches 1, 2 and 3. Of the 201 sherds assigned to this
period, 38% were redeposited, being mainly late medieval and Roman in date.

Crogs Context joins

The assemblage was examined for cross-contexts, in total only seven were recorded. Of these, one is
between different layers within the same feature and is consequently not significant for the phasing of
the site. The remainder are across different features: ditches [202], [208] and layer (329), ditch [302)
and layer (329); pit [205] and layer (329); layers (428) and (429); ditch {430] and layer (429), (two
examples). Not all of the cross-contexts joined physically; the vessels are, however, sufficiently
distinctive in form, fabric, surface finish, manufacture and evidence of use for links to be made. The
significancc of these cross-contexts, taking all possible depositional processes into consideration, will

be determined during discussion with the structural analyst at the analysis stage.

Building Material
Quantitics of building material and the fcature types from which they were recovered are tabulated
below.,

Table 116: Quantity of Building material from different feature types.

Quantities and types ofbuilding material recovered from the site are tabulated below by period.

Table 117: Building material by period.

Daub and fired clay
Quantities of daub and fired clay and the feature types from which they were recovered are tabulated

below.

Bedford Southern Bypass: Post Excavation Assessment Report: Volume 2 Page 126




Table 118: Quantity of daub and fired clay, from different fearure types.

| External cultivation (plowghsoily 7y

Most of'the fired clay (52%) derives from the fill of ditch [618), within trench 6, and comprises
substantial pieces, which may represent kiln furniture. The remaining pieces are very fragmentary
and abraded. No material was recovered from siructural contexts.

Seventy-three percent of the assemblage has been dated, by association, to the Roman period (period

Y), Ot'this total, the majority (71%) was concentrated within ditch fill [618], with a large pottery
assemblage of Roman date.

Range and Variety

Potte: £ries
Fabrics types are listed below in chronological order. The type markcd with one asterisk is known
from Milton Keynes (fabric 40a, Marney 1989), but is new to the Bedfordshire Pottery Type Series.

LATE IRON AGE TOTAL 41
Fo3 Grog and sand 9
FO05 Grog and shell 20
F06B Grog tempered (medium) 3
F06C Grog tempeted (coarse) 8
FOR Shell and grog 1
ROMAN TOTAL 632
R 7Roman 9
RH Satmian Z
RO3A Fine whiteware 2
RO3B Gritty whiteware 7
RO7B Sandy blackware 53
RO7C Gritty blackware 14
Ri8 Pink gritty 2
R19 Amphora 6
RO5A Orange sandy 35
RO6 Greyware 20
ROGA Greyware (Nene Valley) 4
RO6B Greyware (coarse) 62
RO6C Greyware (fine) 95
ROGD Greywaie (micaceous) 7
ROGE Greywate (calcareous) 102
R34 * Cream/orange warc 1
R17 Smooth orange 2
R13 Shelly 209
R12B Nene Valley colour coat 9
R11 Oxford redware 8
RI11A Oxford whiteware 1
RI11D Oxford colour coat 1
RIIE Oxford mortaria (white) 1
RI11F Oxford mortaria (red) 1
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Only two forms of jar are distinguishable within the Iron Age assemblage. Storage jars and lid-seated
jars are well attested forms recovered from sites such as Stagsden and Warren Villas (BCAS in prep).

Decoration on Iron Age pottery was restricted to one sherd which displayed coarse vertical combing.

Roman

Thirty-five percent of Roman ceramics have recognisable forms (table 119).

Table 119: Roman forms.

L P

. Jars (cooking pots)
i Jars (id-seatedy
Dog-dish' bowls
owls
; Storagejars
: Flanged bowls

: Amphorae

MEDIEVAL TOTAL 194
BO1 St Neots type 2
BOIC =T Neors type (Orange) I
C Misc. medicval sandy 8
col Light orange sandy 60
' C59A Early medicval hand-made 8
‘ C59B Early medieval sandy harsh 7
BO7 Medicval shelly (developed St 92
l Neots type)
C60 Greyware (THertfordshire) 3
C70 Gritty 1
CI2A Developed Stamford 1
I C05 Medicval sandy (red margins) 4
Co4 Medieval sandy (Bedford typc) 2
Co7 Medieval sandy (oxidised) 5
l LATE MEDIEVAL TOTAL 177
Co9 Brill/Boarstall type (fine) 3
l C10 Potterspury type 9
Eol Late medieval reduced 141
E02 Orangc ware 22
' POST-MEDIEVAL TOTAL 88
P Misc. ?Early post-mcdicval 19
P23 Raeren 5
I P14 Blackware 31
POl Glazed earthenwatc 1
P30 Staff ordshire slipware 12
’ P33 Tin-glazed 10
! P19 Speckled glazed ware 2
P37 White salt-glazed 2
P36A Brown salt-glazed stoncware 1
l P36B Nottingham stoneware 4
I MODERN TOTAL 44
Iron Age
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Bomkers T
 Poppy-hcad beakers
: Undiagnostic body sherds

Jars and bowls constitute the majority (91%) of the diagnostic vessels. Less common forms are
represented by single examples only, Sherds with recognisable fortns constitute 36% of the total
assemblage, while the remainder comprises unrecognisable base or body sherds. The utilitarian forms
represented, coupled with the small amount (6%) of imported wares, are indicative of a domestic
asscmblage whose status was not high. Among the locally manufactured pottery, shell-lempered
vessels ar¢ the most numerous, constituting 32% of the Roman assemblage. Recognisable formns are
similar to vessels produced at kilns in Harrold (Brown 1994), although detailed comparison of the
material will be necessary to confirm this.

Decorative elements were recorded on 5% of the total poticry assemblage; the majority of sherds
bearing dccoration being of Roman date (table 120).

Table 120: Decoration on Roman pottery, by sherd

. Type of Decoration | Number of sherds.
. Horizontalcombing &~~~ 1

On Roman vessels, evidence for the standard decorative elements of the period was noted, namely
rilling or horizontal combing on the shelly wares and burnishing (often in a lattice pattern) on
greywares, Slipping, painting and rouletting were noted on imported finewares,

Imperts
The pottery has been divided into four provenance groups:
¢ local - pottery from within the county

regional imports - pottery from neighbouring counties

[ ]
» national imports - pottery from further afield, but still within Britain
e Continenial imposts - pottery from abroad

Approximately 6% of the Roman ceramics from Harrowden are imports. These are detailed in table
121.

Roman

Tablz 121: Roman imports.

. Regional imponts

Oxford redware
. Oxford whiteware =~
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.. Oxford mortavia red) © L
Fine whiteware
_Gritty whiteware
_ Greyware (Ncnc Valley___
_Nene Valley colour coat
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Maedieval and later
Forty-five percent of medieval and later ceramics have recognisable forms (table 122).

Table 122: Medieval and later forms.

g‘_‘_cmmbc, pots__
tPlates
P Savcers
Boulcs _
Undiagnostic body sherds e ABS 240

Bowls, jars, dishes and jugs constitute 89% of the recognisable forms, Most other forms are

represented by single examplcs only. Sherds whose form ¢ould be recognised constitute 46% of the
total assemblage, while the remainder comprised undiagnostic body or base sherds. It is possible that
some of the glazed body sherds originated from jugs. However, as not all glazed vessels were jugs,
glazed body sherds undiagnostic of form have been regarded as deriving from unrecognised vessels.

Decoration on medieval and later vesscls was limited to glazing (jugs externally and bowls internally;

26 sherds in total), while only one sherd showcd evidence of an applied thumbed strip.

Imports

Imported medieval and later pottery constituted 29% of the assemblage. Tablc 123 details these

imports in the provenance groups described for Roman imports.

Tahle 123: Medieval and Imter imports.

c__| Fabric type. iSherdno
i Medieval shelly

Y.
]

i

"

NS 0 0 U
iG-S oin
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Evidence for uge throughout the phases

A record of attributes including extent of abrasion, presence of residues, sooting or wear marks,
repairs or secondary holes was made to provide an indication of the function of the pottery. Attributes
relating to use were recorded on 7% of the (otal pottery assemblage, as follows:

Attribute no Attribute typc

1 Internal sooting

2 External sooting

3 Base sooting

4 Lid sooting

5 External sooting (partial)
6 Internal sooting (partial)
7 Internal/external sooting
8 Residue

° Pitting (vessel interior)

The following table quantifies these attributes by period (using the above coding).

Table T24: Atiribufes by period

Attribute o | 1

. Roman ¢
Med. & later

Sooting

The determination of sooting patierns is likely to be doubtful due to the incomplete nature of most of
the pottery. Eleven percent of sherds have evidence of sooting. This is more common on pottery
dating to the Roman period, where twenty-two rim sherds from lid-scated cooking jars are sooted
externally up to a distinct line, indicating where a lid would have been placed. No ceramic lids were
recovered, however, suggcesting the use of other materials, such as wood, for this purpose. The
majority of sooted sherds of both Roman and medieval and later date were sootcd externally,
indicating the use of vessels over a fire. Only two Roman sherds were sooted internally, suggesting
the burning of contents within them, while onc vessel was sooted over the breaks, This indicates the
vessel was either broken over the fire, or that it was burnt afier being discarded.

Residues

Intemal residues were noted on twenty sherds (two Roman and eighteen of medieval and later date).
Two sherds of Roman date show evidence of severely abraded or pitted internal surfaces, indicating
that the contents were vigorously stirred or that vessels were used to contain acidic substances.

Wear marks/repairs
No wear marks were recorded and there was no evidence of vessels having been repaired.

Spalling
Fourtecn sherds of Roman date showed cvidence of spalling. It is possible that this occurred during
use, although it is most likely to have resulted during firing.

Building Material

Five fabric types were defined, primarily by main inclusion and fabiic colour. They are, in order of
prevalence: a) shelly b) orange sandy ¢) sand and calcareous inclusions d) grog and shell and e)
yellow sandy. A record of attributes including extent of abrasion, presence of butning and/or mortar
and the presence and shape of peg-holes was undertaken.
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Table 125; ¥abric types recovered by period

Daub and fired clay

Three fabric types have been recognised and arc listed below in order of prevalence,

Table 126: Daub and fired clay by fabric type.

No particular distinction was noted between fabric types and the periods to which they were assigned,
although fabrics with calcareous inclusions appear to be rcstricted to the Roman and earlier periods
(table 127). The sample is, however, too small for any significant conclusions to be drawn.

Table 127: Daub and fired clay by period and f abric ty pe.

_iSandy | Calcarcous  Organic | Total

el ! -I.. - -

A number of fragments recovered from feature [618] retain surfaces, and bear organic/grain
impressions, although no waitle impressions sutvived. Among those retaining finished surfaces (9
fragmenis), it was possible in some cases, 1o distinguish between the oxidised wall face and teduced
reverse,

Material from ditch [618] comprises 38 sizeable fragments, 10 of which have roughly finished edges,
in harsh, hard-fired sandy fabric, crud¢ely made into flat, circular 'plates’. Although crudely made,
some containing coarse flint inclusions of approximately 2.0cm in size, the clay is well fired almost to
the appearance of pot fabric. The discs range in thickness from 1.5-0.5c¢m, although the extent of
fragmentation makesit impossible to estimate diameter. Only two fragments could be physically
joined. However, compatison of fabric, surface finish, firing and colour indicates there are at least four
separate plates. Eight fragments arc totally or partially oxidised.

Evidence for function is tenuous; it is possible that the plates represent portable components in kiln
floors, to be used either independently or in conjunction with kiln bars, or as spacers to separate tiers
of pots within the kiln, They are, however, more crudely manufactured than the 'standard' clay plates,
which are often perforated and carefully finished, such as those recovered from the nearby Mile Road
kilns ncar Elstow (Dring 1971).

Fcature [618] also produccd an anomalous clay fragment, approximately 2.5cm thick, weighing 443g
and with an estimated diameter of 12.6cm. The object has been carefully madc, in well fired, fine
sandy fabric and has smoothed, but abraded surfaces and a well defined edge. The object may be an
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unperforated kiln plate, or a component of a pillared hypocaust system. There is, however, a lack of
structural evidence for the latter on the gitc,

Condition of the material

Fottery

The condition of the pottery is generally very good. Only 8% of the assemblage displayed signs of
abrasion, and this was restricted to ceramics of late Iron Age and Roman date. It was possible to
determine whether wear was caused by use or by post-depositional processes. The fabrics were
generally well-fired and, with the exception of the Roman shelly fabrics, there was little leaching out
of inclusions. No further treatment is necessary.

Building Material

Although fragmentary, the building material survives in a generally good condition, Some of the tiles
in shelly fabric are abraded, which, in the absence of diagnostic forms, may serve as an indicator of
date.

Daub and fired cla

Fired clay from feature {618} is in very good condition, although fragmentary, while the remaining 36
fragments are poor and abraded.
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2.6.4 ANIMAL BONE

Factual data

Quantification and provenance of material

Four boxes of bone were recovered from hand dug contexts. Five soil samples contained evidence for
bone fragments and micro fauna.

Table 128 Number of contexts containing bone by period

WY e

i No, of contexts

Range and variety

The three groups of bone from this site show changing predominant species. The Roman pcriod has
evidence for horsc, cattle, pig, sheep goat and dog with cattle predominant. The medieval period has
the same species with the addition of chicken, with sheep/goat predominant. The post medieval has
rabbit as an addition with a balance betwecn cattle and sheep/goat. The sicved samples include rodent
and amphibian.

------h-
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2.6.5 MACROSCOPIC PLANT AND INVERTEBRATE REMAINS

Factual data

Quantificarion, provenance and range of material

Somewhat unusual results were obtained from this sil¢, with over 40 haael nut shell fragments and much
oak charcoal being found in a Roman post hole. Otherwise, only a little charcoal was recovered fiom Roman
and post-medieval features, The medieval boundary ditch A31 (Sample 5) evidently once carried a stream or
seasonally held floodwaters fiom the river because shells of the flowing water operculate gasiropods Bithynia
tentaculata and B. leachii ar¢ present,

Table 129 Charred Seeds and Chaff
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Table 130 Charcoal
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2.7 EASTCOTTS

12.7.1 STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE

Summary (fig.20)

The earliest evidence for activity came primarily from the tnal trenches in the form of a burial of
probable Neolithic date and a nearby pit, both indicating funerary/ceremonial activity and placing the
Eastcotts site firmly within the ritual landscape focused at Octagon Farm, Evidence for later
prchistoric enclosure was also recovered along withtwo foci for Iron Age occupation. The main body
of evidence datcs to the Romano=Dritish period. A netwoik of cunjoined rectilinear enclosures was
cstablished close to the Elstow Brook in the late First century. These were clearly the focus for
settlement although whether it was multiple occupation or a single fannstead is uncertain, The final
extent of the scttlement implies the former. The enclosures were extended through the second to
fourth centuries westwards, upslope away from the brook (possibly in responsc to rising water levels).
Thosc to the east either became abandoned or subject to changed, less intensive use. The settlement
appears 10 have continued in use into the late fourth century with no subsequent re-occupation of the
site.

Background to the excavation

The site lies at TL 075479, 2.5km to the south east of Bedford town centre within th¢ modern parish
of Eastcotts, where the route of the Bypass runs to the south of the River Great Ouse. At this point it

follows a low gravel ridge running between the main river channel and a tributary stream the Elstow
Brook.. The Eastcotts site ran approximately west to east across the shallow south-facing slope of the
ridge towards the Brook in the east.

Pnor to excavauon the land had been under arable culuvatlon furrows mdxcatmg ploughmg from thc

asa dark blankcl spread outto clthcr 31de of lhe Brook To the noxth smnlar sub-sml deposns were
encountered within the excavations, but these were interpreted as colluvial in origin.

Previous archaeological work began with observations made during the construction of the Southern
Orbital Sewer in 1977/1978. This work revealed scatters of Roman pottery and slight soil marks were
revealed following topsoil removal, as were the remains of a Roman pottery kiln (White 1980). Four
evaluation trenches were excavated in this arca, The trenches confirmed the Romano-British character
of the site while at the same time evidence for Neolithi¢ activity, including an inhumation, was
recovered. As a result of these discoveries full excavation was proposed.

Method statement

Work was undertaken between January and July of 1994, conditions, especially during the first
quarter, were gencrally poor as a result of high rainfall Topsoil removal was undcrtaken using a
tracked excavator. Initial attempts to transport the topsoil off-site with dumper trucks failed, the heavy
rain causing an unacceptable level of itting. Consequently, the spoil heaps had to be moved by
bulldozer. As there was limited space available for soil stacking within the road corridor (and none to
either side), it was decided that the most efficient way to clcar the site would be in two phases. A
southern strip was cleared with the soil stacked to the north, once excavation was complete this stack
was movad back on to the southern side, a new strip was then excavated to the north with soil stacked
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to the south. This nccessitated a piecemeal approach to excavation, and at no point was the entire site
visible,

As topsoil was rcmoved it became clear that up to 200mm of sub-soil, essentially a mix of alluvium
and colluvium, lay beneath it. Both deposits were removed together once it was established that no
archaeological features lay at their interface. The alluvium was clearly visible on air phetos as a dark
stain,

Excavation was carried out in accordance with procedures laid out in Bedfordshire County
Archaeology Service's Procedures Manual. All the major features were scctioned along with a sample
of isolated and naturally derived features. Further excavation was undertaken in areas of greater
complexity or importance. Excavation was generally carried out by hand, although a machinc was
used to re-move further topsoil and clarify areas of uncertainty. A JCB was uscd towards the end of
the fieldwork to excavatc further sections through under-sampled featurcs.

All artefacts and ecofacts located were retained for analysis and relevant environmental samples were
taken in accordancc with the research design.

Factual data

OQuantification of material

Table 131 Quantity of site structural records

{ Record type [ Numper i

Contexts E
! Site drawings 19sg
{ Photographs ek 2BB0

Table 132 Quantification of feature types
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Evidence by Period
Table 133 Summary of pmvisional phasing
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PERIOD 1 Tree clearance

A total of nine tree throw holes were recorded, of which seven werc partially excavated. These were
variable in size, but all displayed the characteristic crescent shaped soil mark surrounding an area of
disturbed or redeposited natural. Feature [1873] contained significant quantities of Romano-British
pottery, indicating that tree clearance was still taking place at this time.

PERIOD 2 Early Prehistoric

There are no structural groups assigned to this phasc, it being represented wholly by residual lithic
material, A preliminary scan suggests a significant proportion is of Mesolithic date, the mix of
debitage and tools indicating settlement, possibly a seasonal or temporary encampment,

pEDTn“ T Wanhithise {(Ffia 721

X wF DO B ‘IIE Lr].}
The results from the trial trenches were startling in the relative abundance of deposits and material of
Early Neolithic date. Both a crouched inhumation (A248) and associated pit (A50) contained
significant lithic asscmblages suggesting furthcr discoveries would be made during full excavation. As
it turned out the only addition 1o this group was the second half of the already part excavated pit. No
further Period 3 features were identified. This reinforces the interpretation of the features as isolated
clements within a funerary/ritual landscape, ring-ditches to the north providing a further link with the
general spread of ceremonial and ritual monuments in this area,

PERIOD 4 Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age (fig.21)

Two parallel ditches, (L49) at the western end of the sitc, wete dated to this period on the basis of
lithics and may indicate the replacement ot the earlier Neolithic funerary/ceremonial landscape with
one characterised by linear boundaries, presumably defining agricultural and/or landscape units. A
second group of ditches, (L19) further to the west has been included in this period on the grounds of
an early stratigraphic posilion and characteristic leached fills (these were in sharp contrast to the later,
darker Roman fills) although no datable material was recovered.

PERIOD 7 Iron Age (fig.21)

A small amount of Iron Age material was recovered from two groups of features, (L4) to the east and
(L20) to the west. Both are characterised by a loose concentration of small pits or postholes and
probably represent two separate settlement or activity foci. Significantly, residual Iron Age material
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occurs, predominantly in Period 9 featurcs, within a radius of 50m of both foci (L2, L3, L7 and L9
close to L4, and L25, L28 and .31 close to L.20),

A curvilinear gully (A20) with an east facing break or entrance has been placed in (1.20). Excavation
produced no finds and the featurc was badly truncated by Romano-British activity, but this might
represent the remains of a poorly preserved hul circle, with a projected (albeit rather small) diameter
of 7m. to 8m.

PERIOD 9 Romano-British (fig.22)

The vast bulk of the excavated matcrial dates to this period. Three phases can be identified and these
primarily relate to the structural development of the enclosure systems, Phase | sees the establishment
across the central and eastern part of the sitc of two and possibly three main enclosure groups; these
clearly undergo development and modification within phase 1, the sequence of these developments is
difficult to divine but a model is proposed. During phases 2 and 3 this eastern part of the site becomes
either abandoned or subject to less intensive nsc, identifiable activity becoming concentrated to the
central and western areas, with elaboration and extension of the settlement towards the triple ditches
which form a western boundary to the scttlement. This movement of the settlement, upslope away
from the Elstow Brook, may relate to rising water levels during the later Roman Period. The northern
limits of the settlcment are visible as crop-marks just beyond the road corridor. The extent of the
settlement to the south is unknown, alluvium inhibiting the development of crop marks and rendering
geophysical survey unproductive, although observations during the construction of the Southern
Orbital Sewer and in excavations at Harrowden suggest settlement may have covered much of the area
between the road corridor and the brook.

The narrow transect taken through this clearly more extensive settlement reveals a plan not dissimilar
10 those recorded at Maxey (Pryor and French 1985), Wavendon Gate (Williams ef af forthcoming)
and Warren Villas (BCAS in prep.) where larger parts of similar settlements have been recorded.
However, the limit of the excavation at Eastcotts makes it diflicult to decide whether we are dealing
with a number of complex and intermally sub divided, but csscntially discrete, enclosures as at
Stanwick, Northhants, for instance (Neal 1989), or a contiguous system of conjoined enclosures as at
Litle Paxton (Jones and Ferris 1993) and Warren Villas.

————Although the-majority of features trave beew integrated info the thice phase system, the major

boundary to the settlement, the triple ditches remain floating and independent of it.

Triple ditches (fig.21)

Three parallcl ditches (A2, 3 and 4) of variable width and profile were aligned from north to south
and defined a boundaty some 25m, across, Finds from these features were rare and included
first/second to fourth century AD pottery as well as a small quantity of Iron Age material. This may
suggest an Iron Age origin with continued use and maintenance into Period 9. On the other hand the
earlier material may just be residual.

Phase 1, 1stto 2nd century (fig.23)

This Phase represents the establishment and early use of the Eastcotts settlement site. Allowing for the
difficulties in inlerpreting extensive settlement from limited transect excavations it, is possible that
two main enclosure groups existed, Enclosure Group A (EGA) within the central part of the site and
Enclosure Group B (EGB) to the east. At the very least these groupings represent useful discussion
blocks toward describing the detailed development of the enclosurcs. It will be seen that the Phase 1
evidence for EGA is relatively straightforward whercas that for EGB is more complex with evidence
for development and modification over time. This may reflect a real bias in the focus of energies and
activities towards the easternmost enclosure, or it may indicate that this area was the primary site of
occupation, EGA being secondary and initiating the westwards drift of the scttlement seen through
Phases 2 and 3.
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Enclosute Group A (EGA)
The major enclosure ditch (L26) defining the limits of this group is actually dated by its upper fills to

Fhase 2. These only dalc its disuse howcver and a large number of internal features, including a major
east-west division, appear to dalc to Phase 1 and respect the line of (L26), suggesting it, or an earlier
version, was in place at this time. Groups of Clst-C2nd pits (L35) towards the west and north-west of
the enclosure atso indicate activity. To the west of EGB only scattered fcatures were identified
suggcsting that this area was pcripheral to the main occupation area.

Enclesure Group B (EGB)

Towards the eastern cnd of the site a complex arrangement of successive linear boundaries mark the
position of a second possible Enclosure group. Within this at least two separatc sub-phases of
development can tentatively be seen. Essentially, a simple rather open framework of ditched
enclosures in Phase 1a, (L2, L3, L10, L50 and L51), becomes sub-dived and redefined into Phase 1b
creating the appcarance of a more elaborate and slightly morc substantial system, (L7, L11, 1.52, 1.53
and L.54), It should b¢ allowed that the simplicity of the Phase 1a system might be a result of poorer
definition due to the fragmenting and destructive imposition of the later system.

Although these two sub-phases have been identified it is unlikely that they rcpresent real area-wide re-
organisations enacted as part of a single integrated plan. It is morc likely that dcvelopment was
piecemeal and organic, boundaries being re-cut or re-dcfined and arcas sub-divided towards a gencral
increase in complexity over time. The sub-phases merely identify the beginning and end of this
process with an int¢tnal complexity hinted at by the early group (L.20) in Phase 1a and the enclosure
(L7) in Phase 1b.

Settlemgent

Within the EGB system a number of the defined spaces appcar to be free of surviving or identifiable
activity, These may have been utilised as yards, paddocks, gardens or other open spaces, while others
have clearly been the focus for intensive activity of the sort that survives to be recorded, (e.g. pit
groups (L50) and (I.51) in Phase 1a and (L11) in Phase 1b), More specialised evidence came in the
form of pottery Kiln (A 163) (archaeomagnetic date of 110-190 AD (AJC-120) and the pit (A291)
within which preserved wallle hurdling suggested agricultural or industrial processing. Within (L11)
a number of post built structures were identified, (A22 1) probably simple fences with (A217) a
possible rectangular post-built building,

General Phase 1 featutes

Two groups of features remain spatially isolated from the Phase 1a/b system outlined above, although
spot-dating and their position at the eastern end of the site suggest they are within Period 9.1.
Landscape group 1 may represent a third major cnclosure group, although only its western cdge was
revealed within the limits of excavation and this had been badly damaged by the construction of the
Southern Orbital Sewer. Landscape group 15 represcnts isolated pits and other features scattered
across the eastern end of the site. The majority of dateable material indicated activity during the first
to second century although a small amount suggests activity continuing into the third.

Phase 2, 2nd to 4th century (fig.24)

This Phase sees a concentration of activity at the western cnd of the site where Enclosure group A
remains in usc with subsidiary cnclosures extended to the west towards the ttiple ditch boundary
(L45). Very little contemporary activity or material can be identified to the east beyond EGA
suggesting that this area had either become abandoned or that the nature and intensity of activity had
changed.

The extension of subsidiary enclosures to the west can be seen to be a complex process. It involved a
number of developments obvious at the level of provisional phasing, but was also no doubt a more
subtle and continuously evolving process that only further more considered analysis will shed light on.

Enclosure Group A (EGA)
Although possibly established in Phase 1 the majority of the evidence for EGA indicates use during
Phase 2. The major cnclosure ditch (L26), defining an area 701, by 30m., was still open into at least
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the third century, with internal sub divisions creating clearly dcfined cells. These may reflect the
organisation of the enclosure into activity areas such as (L33) and it notable that the pitting (L36) and
(L37) is largely confined to the southern side of the enclosure and within the secondary enclosure
(L29). This latter area had been a focus for activity in Phase 1, the construction of (L29) formalising
and emphasising this.

A roughly "T* shaped featurc (A8R) was identifi¢cd just to the south of (L29). Excavation revealed a
complex series of fills including a layer rich in carbonised spelt wheat, suggesting use as a drying
oven.

Early subsidiary enclosures

To the west and NW of EGA a complex of discontinuous enclosures marked the extension of
settlement out towards the western boundary of the sit¢ (ditches L45), Rectilinear in form the ditches
follow the alignment established by EGA. Landscape group 23 appears to be a rather discontinuous
square or rectangular enclosure with ditches (L24) and (L25) to the north suggesting subsidiary
enclosurcs or even perhaps agricultural activity. No structures and very liltle contemporaty pitting was
identified in rclation to these groups suggesting the focus for actual occupation may have lain
elsewhere.

4--—--

Later Subsidiary enclosures
Enclosure Group C

Thesc rectilinear/curvilinear ditches mark the southern parts of three enclosures. All three are
stratigraphically later than the ditches of (L24) and (L25) (see above) with the westernmost possibly
extended south over (1.23) and through the site of Building (L34) (scc below).

Enclosure Group D

A serics of one linear and three curvilinear ditches situated towards the southern limit of excavation
and marking the position of at least three enclosures. Again these are later than parts of (L23) and
(L27) but significantly they may also be later than one element of the EGC system, clearly the two
were not laid out at the same time.

Other Phage 9.2 features
Building (L34)

A poorly preserved building was indicated by a rectangular pattern of limestone fragments and river
washed pebbles, possibly foundations (AS55), defining an area 8m. by 6.50m. A linc of post holes, two
of which wcre stone lined, may also be connected with this building. This structure overlay the
northern side of (L23) but was respected by a ditch of (L30) suggesting contemporeanity with the
EGC system, although a later extension of this system, (L3 1), appears (o cut through the site of the
building presumably putting it out of use.

Pit Groups (LH) and d,55 )

Althoy n‘h the

rccorded to the east.

Funerary activity
Cremations (L 47)

Cut into the upper fills of ditch (A66), tucked into the NW corner of the enclosure (1.23), were two
cremations, C989 and C983. The former was contained within an urn, the latter merely a
concentration of burntbone. Spot dating and stratigraphic position suggest a date ofthe C2nd-C3rd,

Inhumations (1.48)

Five inhumations werg recorded, these being scattered across the eastern end of the site within EGB,
Although poorly dated, one was accompanied by a pot of C2nd-CA4th, they are likely to have been sited
outside or at least on the margins of settlement, i.e. after EGB had ceased to be used as such, and
probably post-date the cremations, A date of third century or later scerus likely.
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Phase 3, 4th - Sth century (fig.24)
These largcly comprise pits or short lengths of ditch stratigraphically later than the Phase 2 ditches
and enclosures. No significant late Roman extension or shift in the settlement form was recogniged.

PERIOD 13 Medieval

The only medieval activity identified relates to cultivation. Occasional scattered plough furrows were
identified across the site, generally aligned downslope towards the Elstow Brook,

PERIOD 15 Unphased groups

A large number of isolated features produced little or no datable artefacts. Only landscape group 21
consists of any structural evidence, a number of post hole groups, possibly representing the poorly
preserved remains of small buildings. The majority of Phase 15 features are likely to be Roman in date
and might be integrated into that period during analysis.
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2.7.2 REGISTERED AND NON CERAMIC BULK ARTEFACTS

Factual data

QOuantification of material

A total of 332 registered artefacts, and 3 architectural fragments was recovered during excavation.
The non-ceramic bulk assemblage comprised 126 nails, 4 boxes of slag (total weight 27619g), and
1112 flint artefacts (including 70 registered finds). For clarity, the flint assemblage has been excluded
and will be discusscd separately (see 2.7.4),

Provenance

Among the registerad finds, 122 artefacts (46% ofthc total assemblage) are typologically datable,

Preliminary cxamination of the matcrial indicates a date range spanning the prehistotic 1o the

medieval period, and compiises:
a Roman assemblage (121 artcfacts) spanning the 1st (o 4th centuries.
a single jeton dating to the medieval period.

Artefacts of Roman origin constitute 99% of the datable assemblage, while medieval finds comprise
the remaining 1%.

Quantities of artefact recoverad by Context types are presented below, Anefacts recovered from
external cultivation were collected using a metal detcctor.

Table 134 Registered and bulk finds by Feature type.

i Weight (g)
i 12106 .5 |

Exteméjciump-- e o

Phasing and date ranpe

Table I35 Registered finds by pcrmd and landscape group

A A A
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Ofthe 15 registered artefacts recovered trom within landscape group 34 (period 9.2), 9 are rotary
quern fragments of early Roman date, which had been re-used within the walls of the building.

Table 136 Bulk Non-Ceramic artefacm, by period,

PenodTnmberNailsHobnalls Fcrrous slag (g) Vltrlﬁcd Hcarth

The majority of the metalworking residues (95.7%) represent the debris from iron smithing activity,
and 97% ofthis assemblage derived from dcposits within period 9. None of the material came from
hearths, the majority (89%) having been redeposited in ditch and pit fills (table 134). This secondary
redeposition of slags is not uncommon, presumably tesulting from periodic cleaning of hearths and
surrounding areas.

As slag dumps are frequently found at some distance from the site of the process which produced
them, associational groups containing over c1000g offerrous slag were examined to determine
whether any concentration or pattern to their deposition could be noted, or if they contained
hammerscale.
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Hammerscale is regarded as an important indicator of the location ofironsmithing as quantities are
more likely to remain in the vicinity of a smithy, as opposed to the bulk slags which may be removed
further aficld for dumping or use as hardcore.

Six associational groups were examined (table 137). The slags from these groups were found to be
concentrated in Enclosure group A (penod 9.2). Concentrations of slag from period 9.3 were from
pits which had been dug into the ditch fills of this same enclosure group, suggesting the slags
originated from period 9.2

smithing activity,

Table 137 Associational groupings containing slag.

i Landscape : Associational Feature | Quantity of ferrous slag |

\ 155 38 + hammerscale
983 1247, 2101 22185 + hammerscale & 28g
<ot Vitrified hearth lining
84 201.,2()16, 41132 + hammerscale &
| 2084, 2433, 925, 12Sg vitrified hearth lining
LA339
922, 1248

887, 831

e 1498g + bammerscale
i 2412, 2895 i 5144g + hammerscale & ;
e, 488 vitrified hearth lining

£ 3105 % 946g + hammerscale & 116g

Range and variety

Artcfacts were hand-collected fiom sawpled contexts, as outlined in section 3.1 of the project design
specification (BCAS 1993). Supervised metal detecting accounted for approximately 20% ofthe
registerad finds, and although improving the range of recovery of metal objects, is likely to have
biased the overall composition of the artefact assemblage in their favour (table 138).

Table 138 Quantities of Regm’ered Artefacet by material

U Quantity
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All non-ceramic matcrial (excluding flint) has been assigned to 49 simple name groups (table 139), in

accordance with the Bedfordshire Artefact Typology. These have been allocated functional categories
(table 140). The functional categorics and their respective quantities are set out below in table 140,
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and in detail in table 143. The components, and their quantities of each functional category by period
are presentced in tables 144 to 154,

Table 139 Slmple names and quantities present at Eastcotts.

bindmg M
Cbracelet UV pm '

brooch :
‘bung

. quem A
! ring
.‘.;..!94...................

e SBE e

- SOCket Mmme e emarmr
LSPOOR i
ispearhead T
___f spmd]ewhorl___

j Strapfitting
stip_ .
|n|> tabICt tmrmncamen.
jtimberdog

) vessel._(glass) .

LJ.waste (pb)
Welsht SRR SO
dwhetstone o i9

Ccrucible
: fac:: pot )
fragmcnt
| gaming plece
. hobnail

Table 140 Functional categories

P TIITIT oy,

1 ﬁgmldmgs and Sem s

. Fastcnmgs&megs
'i  Household

4.CraR & Industry

{ 5. Multi-purpose Tools
i Clay pipe (1 fragment)

11. Weapom;y

12 Personal adornment & w6
dIess fittings |

obmas (19

16 Wide vanety or unknown
funcnon
17 Unknown

The greatest quantity of objects (28.6%) of artefacts belong to the Household catcgory, within whick
the largest single object class is that of quernstones; 58 examples in total, many of which had been re-
used within a masonry wall
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Leather Assemblage
The leather comprised seven registered artefacts recovered from the lills of three separate pits, within

<} e ] LW,

Period 9 —Twoshoes, {Rfs 235 and 239), nof a maiching pair, and small fragments from a shoe upper
(Rf242), were recovercd in association with 2 wooden hurdle within landscape group 15 (period 9.1).
The style of manufacture and decorative ¢lements of the shoes suggest & date within the 2nd-3rd
century, which is compatible with the pottery with which they were found (pers comm Q Mould).

The primazry fill of a pit within landscape group 36 (period 9.2) contained a fragment of waste leather
(Rf66) and a fragment with thonging (Rf 71). Two undiagnostic fragments of scrap leather (Rf 331)
and the fragmentary bottom unit ofa shoe of nailed construction (Rf273), were recovered from the
fills of a large pit within landscape group 38 (period 9.3). Pottery from both featurcs has been dated
to the 2nd and 3rd centuries, and it is unlikely that the leather will be able to provide any independent
dating information.

Wooden Object

A single, incomplete wooden artefact (Rf245) was recovered from landscape group 38, (period 9.3).
At present, identification remains uncertain; the object is made from ash (Fraxinus sp), is semi-
circular in shape, with several workced surfaces and the remains of a central perforation. The surface
of the perforation is blackened, but the condition and colour of the preparations examined are not
consistent with burning/charring. The cells did not appcar to be impregnated, filled or coated with
dense materials, such as pitch, although the cell walls may have been darkened or stained by some
extraneous substance,

Structural Wood ‘

Artefactual samples of waterlogged wood from a hurdle, associated postsand other items (including
‘dniftwood’) were examined by Rowena Gale for species identification. Tool marks and signatures on
worked pieces were noted. Where relevant, cvidence suggesting the usc of coppiced rods was collated.
All samples derived from fcatures within period 9. Ninc different species of wood have been recorded
within the assemblage. Species presence by period and landscape group is tabulated below.

R

T Willow/

Poplar _:

Preliminary investigations indicate some consistency in the usc of species for components of the
hurdle and associated row of stakes within landscape group 51 (period 9.1). The rods are all of
willow or poplar gathesed fturt 4-6 yeur old stems. Their uniform growth suggests they were grown
as coppice. The associated sails/stakes proved 10 be a mixture of species, including ash,
blackthorn/cherry, elder, willow/poplar and oak, and ranged in age between 4-10+ years. The row of
stakes aligned with the hurdle were identified as willow/poplar and ranged in age between 3-8+ years.
Many had been cut or tapercd to a point at one end.

Vessel Glass

Twelve fragments of vessel glass were recovered. With the exception of RF 130, all were recovered
from late Roman contexts. Eleven of the fragments are of Roman date. The exception is Rf 119,
which, although found within a period 9 enclosure ditch, appears to be of post-medieval date and
should be regarded as intrusive.
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The Roman material ranges in date from the 1st century (R 107) to the 4th (Rf 80). The largest
single category are fragments from bluc/green bottles which can be dated from the Flavian period to
the early 31d century. The other fragments cannot b¢ closely dated, but from their colours are most
likely 1o be of 2nd-3rd century dalc. A possible exception to this is Rf 165, which may be a Frontius
bottle (Isings Form 89/128). These have been most frequently found in fourth century contexts in
Britain.

Condition

One hundred and thirty-seven registered artefacts (41%), and 44 iron bulk finds were selected by the
Artefacts Manager and submitted to the Conservator (A Tribe) for assessment. Although not
examined by the Conservator, the remaining registered artefacts were believed to be stable and in fair
to good condition.

Table 142 Artefacts submitted for Conservation
B ... Quantities
L

iIronBulkFinds " T4
i Copper Alloy Registered Artefacts and Coins 1
: Silver Registered Artefactsand Coin &

The condition of the finds was assessed by visual examination with the aid of a stereo microscope and
by x-radiography.

Iron Items:
All of the iron items were x-radiographcd (UCL X-RAY NOS: CH0262-FH@276). Mest ol these were

in fair to poor condition, with some showing signs of very extensive mineralisation. The usual
orange-brown, brown and dark grey corrosion products predominated. Several itcms bore traces of
! carbonised wood among the soil and corrosion products covering them. Traces of possible mineral-
tved organic material were present on only a few items, and in most of these it appeared to be

plant matter from the burial environment rather than organic material originally associated with the
object.

Copper Alloy Ttems:

The thirty artefacts received for assessment inctuded twenty coins (one item originally identified as a
coin was re-classified as sheet fragments).  All these items were x-radiographed (UCL X-RAY NOS
EH0277 and EH0278). Generally these were in fair to poor condition, with good surface patinas
visible on only a few. Grecn and light green corrosion products predominated, with some objects also
having blue-green corrosion products on them. The coins generally bore worn surface detail, although
some were much clearer, with x-radiography proving very useful in revealing the extent of surviving
detail.

Silver Items:
These were x-radiographed (UCL X-RAY NOS: EH0277 and EH0278). The silver spoon (RF 157)

was received in two fragments, but was in fair condition, incomplete and partially covered with copper
corrosion products. Surface detail was very good.

The leatherwork survived in a fairly good state of preservation. The structural condition of the wood
varied from rclatively firm to soft and degraded. The surfaces of a few samples were badly abraded.
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Eastcotts Registered and non-ceramic bulk artefacts by functional category and
period,

Table 143: Simplenames by functional category

__Categury Slmplc name B 20Ty
i " architectural fragment (3) i06
cofﬁn nall (2) :

.} key (2)
5 latchhﬂcr(l)

A<t
Iwexght (1)
ganung pmce (1)

face pot (1)
_m111 slone (l)
quem (58)

shoe(dy
 strap fitting (1)

..ﬁ;.mmm;w.w;w

Lowasiepb(6)
i weaving tablet (I)

kel

Table 144: Bulllmg Materials

Penod
. Simplemame G b G
: architectural i - - - P ; .

Table 145: Fasteners and Fittings

e T e e R T T
| Simple nwne ! 5 : ' : : i

: coffin nail
ikey o
: latchliftﬁ.r....
na11 )
tlmberdog
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Table 146: Household

 mill stone
. spoon
| vessel (glass)

Table 147: Craft and Industry

: crucible

. polisher -

‘slag

! spindlewhorl
. waste (pb\ca)

?

Table 148: Multi-pur pose Tools

Table 149: Trade and Commerce

! Period ST "y S s
| Simplename i |

Table 150: Pastimes

e _
: Simple name
: gaming piece
bell
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Table 151: Weaponry

: I‘hllu* 1 : 3 9 H 9.1 i 9.2 H 13 13

- Simple name
i spearhead ¢

Table 152: Personal Adornment and Dress

L T e STR T
; Simple namc
i bead

Table 153: Toilet Instruments

R PR T ; _
LSimple name
 comb ' : : : |

igula e

Table I54: Wide-ranging Uses

R L

Baried
| Simple name
ibar

........................................................
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2.7.3 FLINT

Factual data

Quaniification

A total assemblage of seventy registered flint artefacts and 1042 bulk finds, weighing 5277.2g, and
comprising flint tools, cores and debitage was recovered from Eastcotts. This material was recorded by
simple type name, manufacturing technique and individual weight. This information was entered on
to a computer database for swifter data manipulation.

Provenance
The majority of flint from Eastcotts was rccovered from excavated features. A large quantity of
worked flint, 153 pieces or 13.75%, of the total was also picked up from the topsoil and alluvial

subsoil exposed in the site baulks and from the spoilheaps.

Table 155 shows the respective quantilies of worked flint of all typcs recovered from the various
phascs. ‘In situ’ flint is limited to periods 3 and 4.

Table 155: Flint quantity by phase

’ Penod 7: Iron Agev _
i Penod 9 Romano-Butxsh

Provisional asscssment indicates that the recovered flint assemblage ranges in date from the
Mesolithic to the Bronze Age. Four hundred and thirty-three pieces, or 38.93% display characteristics
of manufacture and flint quality suggestive of Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic date and 571 pieces or
51.34% of the total show characteristics appropriate for the later Neolithic through to the Bronze Age.
The remaining 108 pieces (9.71%) are not diagnostic (tables 157-158).

Table 156: ‘In sitw’ flint material

Penod ;Assocmtlonal ""Group type | Flint quantity and type
AR - S SO
% | pit group | 3% scrapers, 1x leaf arrowhead or sickle
: | tip; 2x blade cores, 87X blades; 258x
.| flakes, 22x burnt flint

b._;_ﬁ_..-._..w.'-__._._:

1

3 | 248 . crouched | 1x‘lozenge’ shaped arrowhead; Ixcutting

’ e humAtion .. blade; 2 bladelets; 1 x flake. ‘
L tch ‘
LTI tch . '

Sdo9 T idich

IR A
3

ied
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The majority of worked flint from Eastcotts is likely to be residual. The matcrial from periods 3 and 4
are discussed separately because of the presence of 'in situ’ flintwork (table 156).

Perniod 3, Neolithic

Inhumation 1 (Associational group 248)

Five flint artefacts were found within the fills associated with crouched inhumation 1 (table 156),
although the exact rclationship of this material with the burial is unclear. The finely executed ‘lozenge’
shaped arrowhead is the most closely datable item, being a late development in the Early Neolithic leaf
arrowhead tradition. The solitary soft hammer struck flake may date to the Mesolithic or early Neolithic,
whilst the 2 bladelets and single utilised ‘cutting’ blade are likely to be Mesolithic in date, and as such are
residual. The undamaged and unabraded condition of the arrowhead suggests that it is not residual, and
was almost certainly deposited at the same time as the burial.

Pit Group 50

Two adjacent small pits make up this group, which is almost certainly contemporary to Inhumation 1.
It has been suggested thal pit group SO may represent a ritual deposit, associated with the nearby
burial, the presence of 3 well made and serviceable scrapers supports this hypothesis. No ceramic
material was recovered from this group and dating was made through an assessment of manufacturing

technique (table 156). The larger debitage is ofa very similar nature in both features, and is
appropriat¢ for an earlier Neolithic date; flakes were dominant, many of which were probably struck
with a soft hammer, and blades/blade cores making up a significant part of the assemblage (89 pieces
or 23.54%). The material excavated from these features includes a large quantity of small debitage,
which was probably produced as the result of tool production. The presence of this small debitage and
the large quantity of material recovered overall is a good indication of ‘in situ’ flint.

Period 4, Latc Neolithic/Bronze Age
Associational groups 74, 96, 109

Three contexts, relating to ditch fills, yielded 3 flakes and 2 fire crazed but otherwise unworked flint
fragments. Although not ¢losely datable, this small assemblage is not out of place in a late Neolithic
or Bronze Age context.

Range and Variety

A scan of the flint assemblage indicates that the majority of the recovered material comprises
debitage, cores or burnt picces (table 158). The remaining material includes a full range oftool types
appropriate to the Mesolithic, Neolithic and into the carly Bronze Age. The large quantity of the flint
recovered, approximately 4 times as much as the comparably sized Village Farm, contrasts with the
flimsy structural evidence for the early prehistoric period. Although disturbed the flintwork suggests
considerable activity on the site throughout this period. The wide range of the tools represented is also
indicative of prolonged activity

The quality of the flint encountered is generally good with few instances of flawed nodules noted, The
flint ranges in colour from pale grey to honey and toffee browns, to darker browns and black. Cortex
survives on 664 pieces, or 59.71% of the total assemblage, this ranged in colour thickness, and levels
of abrasion, but is consistent with most, if not all of the raw material being obtained locally from river
dcposited gravels.

Condition

The condition of the recovered flint assemblage is generally good, with few pieces other than those
recovered from the topsoil showing signs of extensive post depositional damage. The ‘in situ’ flint
from pit group 50 is particularly notable for its shaip, fresh appearance. A very small proportion of
the total assemblage of varying date showed signs of patination in the form of white or pale grey
mottles.
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Table 157: Flint tools all periods

- e

3 R4
ME‘SOUTHIC R L T T L L LCLRCLECLE LR
ECrestedblades

EARL YNEOLITH]C B T LR LT T T TR T ETCEE PRI
lozenge' arrowhead

,”mé ot ar arrowhcad ettt e
i “Dlscmdal' ' scraper

umbnail’ type scrapers

E tched scrapcrs
Kmvcs .

MISCELLA NEOU S’
MISC retouched

: Misc. scrapers

Table 158: Flint debitage, all periods

.............................................................................................................................................................................................

(Dateandtype
MESO[JT H]gﬁ B

| MESOLITHIC/EARLY NEOLITHIC ™"
Bladm/bladcl els

 MISCELLANEQUS " " g
Buml plcoes .
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2.7.4 CERAMICS

Factual data

Quantification of material

Pottery

The potter was recorded by fabric type and form. Quantification was by sherd and vessel count, and
weight. This information was subsequently computerised to facilitate data manipulation. A total of
15812 hand-collected sherds was recorded, representing 13443 vesscls, weighing 234954g.  Fifty-six
sieved soil samples produced an additional 142 sherds of pottery. These will be incorporated into the
excavated asscmblage at the analysis stage. All quantitative statements and tables in this assessment
are based on the sherd count,

Building Material

A total of 303 fragments of tile and brick, weighing 34308g was rccovered. Of these, 38.5% are
recognisably Roman in date, while 1,3% are of medieval/post-medieval origin. The majority, 60.2%,
are, ho cver, too fragmentay to be diagnostic and could not be accurately assigned to any period,
although their association with Roman pottery and similar tiles of recognisable form, suggests that
many ate Roman in date.

Daub and fired clay

A total of 176 fragments of daub and fired clay was recovered, weighing 2725g. Additionally, 207
kiln bar fragments, weighing 15594g and a quantity of fired clay, representing kiln lining and
fragments of a clay pedestal, weighing 13363g in total were found.

Provenance

Table 159 below shows the relative quantitics of pottery recovered from different feature types present
on the site. The figures are expressed as a sherd count and as a percentage of the total,

Table 159: Qmmmy of pottery, by sherd, from different _feamre types.

Pymtechmc mRmHsmnns
i Natural deposus (tme holes ctc ) T ‘ o

_Lﬂ“d drains ;
i Extcmal surfaces
I Furrows

Total e B 15812

The majorit , 89.8%, of the assemblage derived from cut featurcs, predominantly pits and ditcheé,‘
generally regarded as those contexts likely to yield the most meaningful information. Two pits in
particular, features [3102] and [3105], were highly productive in terms of pottery, producing 722 and
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26006 sherds respectively. These features were among the few to be fully excavated on the site, and
produced several complete vessels and a number of sizeable, unabraded sherds (average wcnght 19g)
which could be joined to reconstruct vessely cither totatly or partially, A total of 3.4% of the
assemblage derived from external layers, surfaces and dumps. These would have been in use over an
extended period of time and consequently, arc susceptible to disturbance and contamination. The
pottery recovered from burials (5 inhumations and 2 cremations) compriscs only 6 sherds, which
constitute less than 1.0% of the total.

The material gathered from ploughsoil, 2.8% of the total assemblage, has already been scanned for
fabrics and forms of intrinsic interest and will not be incorporated into the full analysis of the
ceramics,

Table 160 Assemblage composition by period and sherd count.

‘% Total |
R

Mmbcl of shmds

Early-mld lron Agc
;_'.Lalc Iron Age
¢ Saxon -
g__O{hers -
: Total

Phasing and date range

Pottery

The pottery assemblage displays a wide date range, from the early Iron Age to post-medieval periods.
Lack of detailed vertical stratigraphy at Eastcotts mcant that (here was little direct relative dating
evidence from the site. The date ranges assigned to the pottery types arc bascd upon evidence
published elsewhere.

Approximately 15% of the assemblage is residual within features of later date, while intrusive
elements account for less than 1% of the total. The greatest concentration of pottery occurs within
late Iron Age and Roman periods, with features assigned to the later Roman period containing 57% of

Frohla 153y

A getal T3 o o
ALl OIItall ds UJ.I.I.UI.E:IEU L7 LI A=A ) N

Table 161: Quantyfication of pottery, by sherd within phase.

ey

s Early- Lﬂtc Tron Roman- Saxon OthersTotal
{ midIron | Age : ;
o ARE i b

«;. _.-3.._ L

Penod 9 3
Perlod 13

Period 14"
; Period 15
i Total ..

;__.ﬂ-.-.-;ﬂm.;mg..._,;".
H H i H 2 H
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Building Macrial
OQuantities of building matcrial and the feature types From which they were recovered are tabulated

below,

Table 162: Building marerial by fzature ype

[ Comtextiype L

A Exlcmal 'c'liltlvatxon (ploughsoil)
Layers
: Natural deposﬂs ;

Quantities nd types of building matcrial rccovered from the site are tabulated below by period.
Table 163:Building material by period

"Form | Tegulae | Imbrices

(Period1 (1
Perlodsi

Daul fired cla

Quantities of daub, fired clay and kiln material and the feature types from which they were recovered
are tabulated below.

Table 164 Quantity of daub, fired clay and kiln material, fmm different fMIure fypes.

Feature Type""' . nffragments

: K1111
Dlmhesh_ e e e e e e e e
R A
Extemal cultivation (ploughsoil) B

,..E?_c.!s:.ma.l.w@ess..and..c!waﬁ..__.__.._

; Structural
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Range and variety

Poitery Type Serics
Fabric types are listed below in chronological order. The types marked with two asterisks are
completely new to the Bedfordshire Type Series.
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I EARLY-MID IRON 7@TAL 23
: AGE
l F Prehistoric 1
FOlA Fine flint 2
FOIB Coarsc flint 4
F02 Grog and flint 1
' F28 Fine sand 13
F29 Coarse sand 2
l LATE IRON AGE TOTAL M51
F03 Grog and sand 210
FO5 Grog and shell 359
l F06 Grog tempered 870
FO7 Shell tempered 3
Fog Shell and grog 8
I F25 Harsh sandy 1
ROMAN T07TAL 14313
R Buff sandy 276
' RO2 Mica-gilded 104
R32 Lead glazed 1
Re1 Samian 490
R33 Mortaria (Verulamium type) 12
' RO3A Fine whiteware (Verulamium type) 197
RO3B Gritty whitcwarc 576
RO3C Smooth whiteware 62
l R31 Coarse whiteware 1
R23 Rougheast colour ¢oat 47
RO7B Sandy blackware 198
l RO7C Gritty blackware 297
RIOA Buff gritty 40
R1eB Fine buff gritty 7
R24 Red quartz 1
I RO8 Black micaceous 62
RO9A Pink grogged 4
RIB Pink gnitty 64
l R19 Amphorae 20
R21 Mortaria 5
R35 +*# Grog tempered 148
R36 ** Orange gritty 6
l ROSA Orange sandy 430
ROSB Fine orange 9
R28 Gnitty calcareous 1
. RO6 Greyware 5852
‘ R17 Smooth orange 10
R13 Shell tempered 4500
' R14 Red-brown harsh 21
RI2A Mortaria (Nene Valley) 22
Ri2B ”  Nene Valley colour coat 454
R11 Oxford oxidised 228
l R1ID Oxford colour coat 106




R11E Oxford mortaria (white fabric) 40
RI1IF Oxford mortaria (red fabric) 19
R22A Hadham oxidised 3
SAXON TOTAL 5
A 7Saxon 2
Al6 Coarse sandy 1
Al8 Fine sandy 1
A25 Sand and calcareous inclusions 1
OTHER PERIODS TOTAL 20
P Post-medieval 3
MISC Unrecognisable 17
Iron Age

Pottery of early and late Iron Age date constitutes 9.19% of the total assemblage. All the fabric types
of Iron Age date are known from other sites in the county.

Thirty-four percent of Iron Age pottery has recognisable rim forms (table 165).

Table 165: Iron Age forms
 Jars (lid-seated) ¢
| Jars (storage & cooking pots ) _—
Jars(oordoned) ot 44
 Buttbeakers
: Undiagnostic body sherds 978
FTOTAL

Sherds with recognisable forms total 34% of the Iron Age assemblage, while the remainder comprises
unrecognisable base or body sherds. Jars/cooking pots constitute the majority of the diagnostic Iron
Age vessels and are typical of the region, with storage and lid-seated jars being well attested forms
recovered from sites such as Stagsden and Warren Villas (BCAS in prep).

Eleven vessels, predominantly of late Iron age date have evidence of decoration surviving. Coarse
vertical combing and 'twig-brushing' are the most common, and are well attested features on pottery
from other sites in the region (Elsdon 1993), Burnishing is ¢vident upon the exteriors of some
vessels.

Roman

The Roman potlery constitutes 90.7% of the total assemblage. The greatest concentration of ceramics
falls within the early Roman period, although the most numerous sherds are grey wares (5852) and
shelly wares (4500), which span the whole Roman period. Sherds of 3rd-4th century types are
present, but only in small quantities, constituting 6% of the total.

Eleven percent of Roman ceramics have recognisable forms (table 166).
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Table 166: Roman forms.

i‘_‘Jars (cookmg pots)
| Jars (lidseated)
: Bowls e
! Folded beakers

| Beakers (plainnims)
 Flagens .
i__Pnppy-hcad beakers
. Amphorae
| Storage jars
: Flanged bowls
Bowls  (recd 1 nms)
1 'Dos-dl_s_h_'_.hewl_&.__‘,_,,_..,.,.,...‘________.

les anen

TOTAL

Jars and bowls constitute the majority of the diagnostic vessels, constituting 75%. Less common
forms arc generally represented by single vessels only. One vessel exhibits regular, drilled holes
picrced before firing, and may have functioned as a straingr, Sherds with recognisable forms
constitute 11.1% of the total assemblage, while the remainder comprises unrecognisable body sherds.
The utilitarian forms represented, coupled with the relatively small amount of imported wares (15%),
are indicative of a domestic assemblage whose status is not high, Among the locally manufactured
pottery, shell-tempercd vessels are the most numerous, constituting 3 1% of the Roman assemblage.
Recognisable forms are similar to vessels produced at kilns in Harrold (Brown 1994), although
detailed comparison of the material will be necessaty to confirm this, Excavation of the Eastcotts kiln
produced 58 sherds of wasters in sand-tempered greyware (see later), Similarities have also been
noted between sand tempered greywares found at Eastcotts and those manufactured at the Warren
Villas kiln (Slowikowski and Dawson 1993).

Decorative elements were noted on approximaicly 6% of the Roman pottery (table 167).

Table 167: Decoration on Roman pottery, by sherd

mme nf Du:uratmn ﬁ
RI""\D’

- "lll_:llll)cl‘ of sherds 4

; Ramlom comblng
§__Bumxs]ung
! Burni hed/'ncnsed latu
Wavy
§__Stabbmg
; Roulettmg
Shppmg
Applied scales i3 T

Evidence for the standard dccorative elements of the period was noted, predominantly rilling or
combing on the shelly wares and burnishing, often in a lattice pattcrn, on greywares. Among the
impotted finewares the presence of slipping, barbotine, rouletting and applied scales was recorded.
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Imports
The pottery has been divided into four provenance groups:

+ local - pottery from within the county

« regional imports - pottery from neighbouring counties

« national imports - p ttery from further afield, but still within Britain
* Contincntal imports - pottcry from abroad

Approximatcly 15% of the Roman ceramics from Eastcotts are im orts. These
are detailed in table 168.

Table 168: Roman imports.

i Fabrictype i No ofsherds
Oxford redware
Oxford colour ooat

'i"'Fabnc code

| Proyenance group
Regional imports

'_.Mortana (Veml*lmlum type)
_Fine whiteware

_'_Mc:rtana (Nem: Vai'lueﬂv)
Valley colour coat

Saxon

A [1{) :_I 013 I:II NCIO C b
identified as Saxon compiises jars and a bowl in simple, hand-made forms. Three sherds with highly
burnished surfaces, recovered from feature [2354], are in known Saxon fabrics and can definitely be
attributed to this period. The remaining sand tempered sherds are, however, indistinguishable from
early Iron Age pottery, and further analysis is required to firmly ascertain a date.

) e 1014l J CINDI4dFT NC DOUSIV DIOY] OId

Post-medieval
Three sherds of post-medieval pottery of 17th-18th century date were recovered.

Evidence for use
A record of attributes including extent of abrasion, presence of residues, sooting, repairs or secondary

holes was made to provide an indication of the function of the pottery. Attributes relating to use were
recorded on approximately 3% of the total pottery agsemblage, and were most common on vessels of
Roman date.

Table 169: Recorded attributes, relating to use.

Atmbute type Nu__;_l_:_l_:cr of shcrds A
. Extemnal sooting, I UL
le sooting 23
Res:dues ) : 35
| Pitting (vesselinterior) & 3.
Burmng )
Secondary holes 9
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Sooting

The determination of sooting patterns is likely to be doubtful due to the incomplete nature of much of
the pottery. Two percent of sherds have evidence of sooting, This is more common on pottery dating
to the Roman period, where lid-seated cooking jars are sooted externally up to a distinct line,
indicating where a lid would have becn placed. The use of ceramic lids is demonstrated by the
recovery of one example, although other materials, such as wood, are also likely to have been used for
this purpose. The majority of sooted sherds were sooted externally, indicating the use of vesscls over a
fire. Five Roman sherds were sooted internally, suggesting the burming of contents within them.

Residues

Residues were noted on thirty-five sherds, all of Roman date. Nine partially or totally complete
vessels have been laid aside for residue analysis at a future date, including the cremation vessel from
feature {387]. No analysis is envisaged at this stage, either for visible or invisible residues, due to
work-programming and resource difficulties.

Three sherds of Roman date show evidence of severely abraded or pitted internal surfaces, indicating
that the contents were vigorously stirred or that vessels were used to contain acidic substances.

Secandary holes and repairs
A small number of vessels, represented by 9 sherds, had post-firing holes bored through them. This
indicates either modification of the vessel for some secondary purpose, or repairs to the vessel,

Evidence for repairs was most apparent on sherds of imported Samian, two of which retained lead
rivets in situ. Attempts at repair were also noted on sherds of locally manufactured greyware vessels.

Spalling

Forty-six sherds of Roman datc showed evidence of spalling. It is possible that this occurred during
use, although it is most likely to have resulted during firing, particularly in the case of five sherds
rccovered from within the kiln [688).

Building Material

Five fabric types were defined, primarily by main inclusion and fabric colour. They are, in order of
prevalence: a) shelly, b) orange sandy, ¢) grog and shell, d) sand and calcareous inclusions, and e)
grog and sand. Examination of attributes including extent of abrasion and leaching, presence of
sooting and/or mortar and decoration was undertaken.

Daub and fired clay
Six fabric types have been recognised and are listed below in order of prevalence (excluding kiln
material).

. Grogandsand
i Grog and organic
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A number of fragmenis rctain surfaces and bear organic/grain impressions, although no wattle
impressions survive. Among those retaining finishcd surfaces , it was possible in some cases, (o
distinguish between the oxidised wall face and reduced reverse.

Impressions and surfaces recorded are listed below (table 171),

Table 171: Anrribuses recorded on daub and fired clay.

PRETTTRITI

. No. of fragments
20

Sufaces
‘ , Organic_
i Grain

shape and taper from 30. Omm at their t 1ckwt pomt to 10.0mm at the edge

Kiln Material

Excavation of a single-flued kiln [688], produced a quantity of kiln furniture, The feature contained a
central pedestal in sand-tempered fabric, in the form of a circular column, expanded at both ends,
which measures approximately 40cm in height and 23cm in diameter. Kiln bars, which would have
radiated from the central pedestal, were predominantly made in fabric tempered with grog and sand
(52.1%), whilc the remainder were in the same sand-tempered fabric as the pedestal. The bulk
(71.5%) of the kiln bars were recovered from within fills of the kiln, although none were resting in
siru, The remainder derived from featurcs, mainly rubbish pits and ditches, w ich were not associated
with the structure.

The majority (75.4%) of the bars are tapering and cigar-shaped, and are similar to those excavated
from the Mile Road kilns near Elstow (Dring 1971). Square-sectioned tapering bars constitute the
remainder (24.6%). There appears to be no correlation between fabric type and shape of the bars.
Sand-tempered bars are of the same fabric as pottery products recovered from the kiln. The presence
of bars in a different fabric suggests the kiln may contain material dumped there from another kiln in
the vicinity. One complete kiln bar was recovered, measuring 310mm in length, and several other
fragments could be joined.

A number of fragments crudely made into flat circular plates with roughly finished edges were
recovered. These ave an avcrage thickness of 15.0mm, although the extent of fragmentation makes
it impossible to estimate diameter. The plates represcnt portable components of the kiln floor, to be

used in conjuncion with kiln bars. They are similar to the plaies recovered from Harmowden, being
morc crudely manufactured than ’standard’ clay plates such as those found at the Mile Road kilns
(D1ing 1971),

Fragments of an in situ clay lining, of 1.0-2.0¢m t ickness and weighing 2124g, were recovered from
the base of the kiln,

Condition

Pottery

The condition ofthe pottery is fair. Twenty-four percent of the assemblage displayed sigos of
abrasion, and this was largely restricted to ceramics of Iron Age date (20% of total). Among Roman
fabrics, shell tempered vessels were the most abraded, and some leaching out of inclusions was noted.
The majority of all fabrics was generally well-fired and no further treatment is necessary.
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Building Material ‘
Although fragmentary, the building material survives in a fair condition. Sixty-four percent of the tile
assemblage displays varying degrees of abrasion, this is most evident on those tiles manufactured in
shelly fabric,

Daub and fired clay
All daub and fired clay is fragmentary and highly abraded. While surviving in better condition, the
kiln furniture and fragments of superstructurc are also abraded.
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2.7.8 HUMAN BONE

Factual data

OQuantification of the material

Table 172: Eastcotts human remains

In]\umatlon 1___
Inhumatlon 2
Inhumanon 3
Inhumanon 4
Inhumauon 5
Crematmn 1 A

CONTEXT . COMMENIS .

malincut  : Complete, crouched
Burlal in cut Complete, suping
Complete, sup
i Complete supme

ag en :
Not! Samplcs from Tnhumation 1 were submitted for C14 datmg butwere reJected on gmunds of wl]ugen deficiency.

Range and variety

During excavation five isolated inhumations were recorded along with two cremations, A single
inhumation (1) was rccovered during trial trenching at the western end of the site. This was presumed
to be of Neolithic date on the grounds of accompanying lithics and was isolated from the remaining
four (2-5). These were all concentrated within Enclosure Group B to the eastern end of the site and
probably have a mid to latc Roman dalc, after the abandonment ot thus part of the site for occupation.
The two cremations, probably earlier Roman, were both recovered from within the upper fills of a
ditch to the west of Enclosure Group A.
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2.7.6 ANIMAL BONE

Factual data

Quantification of material

Thirty one boxes of bone were recovered from hand-dug contexts, Seventy four soil samples contained
evidence of bone fragments of micro-fauna,

Table 17 3 Number of contexts containing bone by period
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Range and variety

The majority ofbone came from period 9 (Roman) of which the material from phase 2 constituted the
major part, The species represented here arc horse, cattle, pig, sheep/goat (there is identified goat),
dog chicken, goosc, bird, Red deer and Roe deer. Therc is evidence of antler working. Two cattle
skulls and one horse skull came from a ditch fill (255R),

The sieved samples include rodent, bird, amphibian and fish (the only example in the entire Bypass
asscmblage).
Condition

Eastcotts provides a large , well dated and well stratified assemblage. Measurements and ageing data
are available from all species.
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2.7.7 SOIL MICROMORPHOLOGY (R. 1. Macphail)

Factual data

Quantification_and Provenance of material

The site stratigraphy consists of natural subsoils which are ovcrlain by a dark artefact rich stony soil.
This soil represents the period of use, disuse, and weathering of the site before it became buried by
post-Roman deposits such as alluvium. Fieldwork suggests the sile is located in an area of brown
alluvial sands and typical argillic brown earths of the Efford 1 soil association formed on river terrace
gravel (FHodges e? a!. 1983). The fieldwork also indicated that post-Roman abandonment lead to
carthworm burial of Roman features, possibly under grassland, and Roman stratigraphy became
somewhat protected. Later the site was influenced by medieval ploughing? possibly colluviation. and
probable flooding from the Elstow brook, the latter leading to the site being sealed by some 500mm of
alluvium.

Beyond the above general observations made on visible sections, five soil samples were taken for
micro morphological analysis from within deposits associated with the Period 9.2 Building (A35). The
results of provisional analysis are presented in table 00 and discussed below,

Methodolosgy

The subsoil (C880; samples I and 3). occupation soil (C2754, sample 2) and overburden (501: sample
4) were sampled for thin section analysis and bulk sample studies (table 167)(Avery and Bascombe
1982. Clark 1990) through a baulk. A lateral control sample (sample 5) of the occupation layer was
taken some 4m. along the baulk. Undisturbed samples were impregnated with a crystic resin mixture
at the Tnstitute of Archacology and manufactured into thin sections at the University of Sterling
(Murphy 1986). Sample 4 was impregnated but not manufactured into a thin section. Thin sections
were studied employing Bullock er a/, (1985), Courty ef al. (1989) and other relevant publications
cited in the text.

Results

Table 174: Summary of resulis of provisional soil micromorphological analysis

im0 o ENLA SIS AARDASLASLARLIN S0 A8 ARSI L1007 LA A NIV L S ATAAALS ALLASLAIR RN S

§;\mple :Depth §C0ntext Stratigraphy %Micromorphology

Alluvmm : Not processed
Clay loam I Fine charcoal, relic orgamc matter and other
i ! containing >)anthropogcmc inclusions such as burnt soil, flint,
: cultural 'daub and bone. Laminar textural features-possibly a
: material ‘ relicof crusts.

Upper subsoil ; Possible mixed loam Eb horizon, "Abundant dusty
. ; clay coatings, common Fe and Mn stained inwash.
Chan,oal present.

Eroren v s wh St e v v oy 1

These are summariscd in table 174. Soils are moderately well sorted medium and fine sandy clay
loams typical ofalluvial terrace soils (Avery 1990). Magnetic susceptibility is typically low in the
subsoils, with probable anthropogenic enhancement in the occupation hotizon and in the overlying
more recent overburden (Clark 1990). Micro fabric analysis of the subsoils found them to be argillic
(Avery 1990) in character, but textural feacures were more dusty than would be expected in Bt
horizons formed purely under undisturbed woodland (Duchaufour 1982; Fedoroff et a/. 1990). In
addition the presence of charcoal was noted, which may again imply the soil had a disturbed ancestry.
Possible humic, clay inwash associated with abundant iron and manganese staining may be an
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cnigmatic feature, not apparcntly associated with typical gley subsoil formation. In the last Iron and
manganese staining of the matrix is more common, with voids often showing iron depleted fabrics.
RIS 1§ MO LI case al Casicous

The occupation has a number of inclusions that are of anthropogenic origin. In addition this horizon,
in both samples 2 and 3, is characterised by laminar voids and associated dusty and c¢lay in-fills. The
micro-soil stratigraphy associated with them is also rich in organic remains. these laminar features
have been associated, in a number of sites, with occupation floors (Macphail et al. 1990; Davidson et
al. 1992: Gé et al 1993)

ﬁ----ﬁ
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2.7.8 MACROSCOPIC PLANT AND INVERTEBRATE REMAINS

Factual data

Ouantification and provenance and range of material

Eastcotts was the richest of the siles investigated for macroscopic plant and invertebrate rermains. A
Neolithic pit (A50, Sample 74) produced a mixwre of charcoal including AZnmies / Corylus tp. (alder or
hazel), Fraxinus excelsior (ash) and Quercus sp. (0ak) (Table 176). Small quantities of charcoal were also
recavered from an Iron Age pit. However, the majority of the evidence is for the Roman period.

An early Roman pottery kiln, A163 yielded Triticum spelta (spelt wheat) glumes (Samples 20 and 38)
(Table 175) but surprisingly no charcoal. Perhaps the kiln was fuelled on threshing waste. Small quantities
of prain, including a little spelt wheat and barley were retrieved from some early Roman pits along with
some charcoal.

One early Roman pit, A291, contained much extremcly well preserved organic material (Sample 191,
Tables 177, 78 and 179). The pit does not scem to have supported a significant aquatic flora of hi gher plants
or a fauna of aquatic Coleoptera. The majority of the waterlogged macroscopic plant and nsect remains
appear to be derived from (he iminediate surrounds to the pit. The major habitat suggested by the seeds is
disturbed / waster ground, the most numerous seeds in the sample being Brassica or Sinapis sp. (wild amip
cic), Stellaria media gp, (chickweed), Urtica divica (stinging nctile), Sambucus nigra (elder) and

Gramineac (grasses). Trees were also present on the site. The sample contains many deciduous leaf
fragments. There are also many buds and capsules of Salix sp. (willow). One tree rarcly identified fiom
archaeological contcxts, but cerminly appropriate to the area is Populus sp. (popular), which was represented
by its distinctive bud scale.

In addition to the two major categories of vegetation that werc probably growing in the vicinity of the pit,
there arc remains of other plants that are likely to have been brought to the site. Agrostemma githago (com
cockle) suggests crop processing, an activity confirmed by the charred remains. Preridium aquitinum
(blacken) is unhkely to have becn growmg at Eastoous becausc itisa plant of acid soﬂ but it seems to have

raises the possxbxhty that hay had also been lmported.

Remains of two potential horticultural trees are of special intercst: Prunus avium (sweet chetry) and Juglans
regia (walnut). Both arc, on present evidence, Roman introductions. Cherry stones are quite frequently
found on Roman rural settlemenis, but walnut is a very unusual find from a non-urban Roman site. The
occurrence of possible walnut wood in the deposit raises the possibility that a walnut tree grew on the site.

The insect assemblage from the assessment sample is not sufficiently large for a full ecological
interpretation, but it is very much an outdoor fauna, with only Anobium punctatum, the woodworm beetle,
and perhaps Lathridius minutus gp. likely to have been derived from buildings. Many of the beetles would be
appropriate to thc weedy disturbed ground, for example the carabid beetle Calathus fuscipes or Helephorus
mubifus, which feeds on Cruciferac, [lowever, there also appaars to be a distinct grassland clement, with
phiytophagous species such as (Gymnetron pascuorum, which feeds on Plantago lanceolata (ribwort
planiain) and the chafer Zioplia philonthus. Dung beetles including Aphodius rufipes are present. One
beetle, Chalcoldes sp., feeds on willow and poplar leaves.

Two carly Roman pits and ditches contain molluscan assemblages compnising mostly open-country
terrestrial species and the amphibious [ymnaea fruncatula (Samples 146 and 147),

The two richest mid Roman floss, Samples 79 and 92, are from a corn drier, A88, They conmain very large
quantities of Triticum spelta (spclt wheat) glumes, with rather less grain, The only weed seed at all abundant
in them is Bromus sp. (brome grass). A mid-Roman pit, A298, yielded some well preserved charred
spikelets ,(grainstill enclosed by the glumes), of spelt wheat (Sample 63). Other mid-Roman samples
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contain much less seed material. However, one sample (Sample 197) from building AS5 contains many
large pieces of charooal including, unusually, Rhamnus catharticus (purging buckthorn) and Ulmus sp.
(¢lm) as well as the morc usual Quercus sp. (0ak) and cf. Pomoideae (hawthorn etc).

Waterlogged sediment was also encountered in a mid Roman pit, A193 (Samples 44, 45 and 46). While
prescrvation was not as good as in the earlier pit, the watcrlogged seeds still give useful results (Tables 177
and 178). Most of the seeds are again from plants of waste ground such as Rumex obtusifolius (broad-leaved
dock), Carduus or Cirsium sp. (thistles) and Urtica dioica (stinging nettle), however, the discovery of two
sceds of Apium graveolens (celery) in Sample 46 is of special interest. Although native, it is a maritime
plant, so its occurrence at Eastcotts suggests it was grown for consumption,

The amphibious snail Lymnaea truncatula was present in the enclosure ditch A38 (Sample 68).

The late Roman and late Roman / early Saxon flots contain little charred matenal and activity on the sitcs
secms to have declined. A possible latlc Roman ditch, A284, contains a few badly preserved waterlogged
seeds, mostly Carex sp. (sedge) (Sample 85).

Table 175: Charred Seeds and Chajf from Eastcotts
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Table 176: Charcoal from Eastootts
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Table 177: Eastcutts Roman Waterlogged Seeds

WRanunculus of, bulbosus butterewp T
P apaver argemone e PORRY st
Fumaria sp. o fumitory
Brawca or .Smapn sp _wild tunup elc 5

i Thlas‘px arvense ﬁeld 1 penny-cress

N AR AN KNS AN NI A AR

RAR®
Frrrz

S

iSilene sp. Campmn I
3Agrostemma gzthago corn cockle L ‘
e

! S’EII&’ ia media gp.
‘S graminea sulchwort
WO""GI"M’W oo DLTIKS

L]

meadowsweet :
Rubus fruticosus agg.  blackberry Y
Aphanes arvensis agg . pacsleypiert
Frunus avium Ty
(haerophyﬁum remu!enmm_________________
f{er@z@ym.mhoné}f({um..

3 F ! .[ llpg ndu- ‘1 ﬂ u lmﬂ'f‘ iﬁ‘ -- -

VU SR UL S SR S SN SO SR

AR At

A e g A MR

ZRTRPELICIPPI AP

3R obM.s'lfblms
E Urtzc.'a wrens

broad-leaved dnck
" small nettle

AR Rttt AR

Bedford Southern Bypass: Post Excavation Assessment Report: Volume 2 Page 171




‘iSrachys* Sp._

§Ju,glans regia walnut ! N i
... henbanc "
iSoIarmm cf. _dulcamam‘_w_ . woody mg]ltsha de
‘Scrophularia Sp. figwort

§Rhmanthuvsp yellow r [attlc
1Odontites y vema _
;Menthacf aquat:ca
!

ik,

TN NP XA EXDIN VISR R VINR u TIOFXXVINE
B

i I!y;sqyamu s niger

Lycopuseuropaeus  gipsywort
{Prunellavulgar

__woundwort

: deadnettle YO PSS SRR SUOSO ST SO OTor o SO

A,wsfér reptans
{Galium aparine e EOOSGETASS
?Sambucus nigra_ eler

: Tnpleuroq;ermum madorum _____soentless maywocd
Carduus or Cirsium sp. __thistle

é()”opﬂ"dﬂ{m_ﬂg_{?”{hmm cotton lhlstle

aTamwcum $P: dandelion =~~~
Luzula sp. s woodrugh
*E’eooham S.Palustressp.  spikerush

‘5]? ......................... e

iGramincacindet. B T
+ 1-10 seeds, ++ 11-100 seeds, +++ 101-1000 seeds

Table 178: Eastcotss Roman Other Warerlogged Plant Remainy
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Table 179: Euasicofts Roman Coleoptera
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2.8 OCTAGON FARM

2.8.1 STRUCTURAL EVIDENCE

Summary (fig.25)

Scheduled Ancient Monuments at Octagon Farm comprise the core of a Neolithic/Bronze Age ritual
landscape. Trial and full excavation investigated fifteen of thc monuments including mortuary
enclosures and ring-ditches. A structural chronology was established with aspects of palaeotopography
and its influence on siting investigated. The landscape was divided by rcctilinear boundaries at some
time in the Late Bronze A ge /Early Iron Age although the ritual significance of the area may still have
begn retained, Later Iron Age and Romano-British settlement was concentrated along the edge of the
floodplain to the north.

Background to the excavation

The monument complex at Octagon Farm (known as the Cardington cursus complex) is located some
4km. east of Bedford town centre at TL 090500 straddling the border between the parishes of
Cardington and Willinglon, The site lies between the River Great Ousc to the north and the Elstow
Brook to the south, approximately 2km. west of their confluence. The land slopes gently towards the
river, from 26 m. OD in the south to 24m, OD in the north as the low alluvial gravel terrace gives way
to a narrow floodplain (crrace, Arable cultivation has taken place for some time (there was extensive
evidence for medieval ridge and furrow) although the fields to the west, into which trenches 94:12 and
94:13 passed, had been set aside at the time of the investigation.

The protected core of the monument complex at Octagon Farm (Scheduled Ancient Monument
20745) compriscs 17 ditched enclosures, these representing ritual and funerary monuments dating
from the middle Neolithic into the Bronze-Age. A further eight Scheduled Monuments exist close by
and clearly represent important components within the landscape. To the north along the edge of the
gravel terrace and overlooking the floodplain, a linear spread of ¢crop mark enclosures probably date to
the Iron Age and Roman periods.

This assessment reports work undertaken between 1990 and 1994 on areas within the line of the
Bypass and along the projected line of the Norse Road Link. The different stages of work are
presented here in an integrated phasing, the separate seasons of fieldwork can be traced in the trench
numbers which are prefixed by the year of excavation.

Throughout the report the monuments are referred to by the number allocated within the Sites and
Monuments and Buildings Record (SMBR) held at County Hall. The monuments at Octagon Farm
collectively have the SMBR number 1480, and each individual monument has a suffix, for example,
1480.04 (see table 180).

The table below lists those monuments and crop-marks referred o in the text and represented on
plans. In addition the monuments are classed as unexcavated or excavated, in the latter casc the
relevant phasing group or groups arc listed (these were allocated dunng provisional phasing), and in
which year the work was undertaken, with trench numbcrs also included.
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Table 180 List of Monuments
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¥F The proposed trenches 90:1 and o 3, close to the mvﬂMﬁqm@WTvpmﬁeﬁnﬁm
access. Nothing was found in trench 90:13 in the S-Western comer of the site.

® Only trenches 92:1-8 have been included in this report, trenches 92:9-13 lic outside the boundaries of the
Octagon Farm complex.

Trench evaluation 1990

Fieldwork was undertaken to ¢confirm the location, character and condition of survival of the
monuments threatened by the proposed route, and to examine peripheral areas apparently devoid of
archaeology (Baker 1990).

Fieldwalking 1990/1992

Ficldwalking in 1990 and 1992 produced significant quantitics of flint although their distribution
could not be related to the layout of the monument complex and appears random, the result of
sccondary or tertiary deposition.
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Gesphysical surveys 1991/1992
To check the location of monuments, and to investigate those areas between them, three phases of

geophysical survey were commissioned. The first in T99T{GSB 19YT)j concentrated on tne core Of The
complex, those in 1992 (GSB 1992a, 1992b) covered more peripheral areas to the N,

Trench evaluation 1992
The 1992 trenches were designed to examine monuments in the line ofthe altered route, largely

relating to the Norse Rd. Link and to investigate anomalies revealed by geophysical survey (BCAS
1992),

Trench excavation 1994

These trenches were placed along the line ofthe roadside ditches. They were located between the sites
of known monuments.

Method Statement

The 1994 excavations consisted of two intcrrupted, parallet trenches, Sm. wide and 30-40m. apart
located along the line of the roadside ditches. In addition trenches were excavated in advance of the
insertion of a gas main diversion, just to the N of the disused railway. These latter trenches were
either 2m. or 10m. wide, depending on function.

Excavation was carried out in accordance with guidelines set out in Bedfordshire County Archaeology
Services’ Procedures Manua!l. Topsoil and subsoil were removed by a mechanical excavator. Where
subsoil was deeper than usual, it was stripped in two phascs. The site was often wet and muddy, and
in some cases, under water. However, most of these surfaces were very clean when first stripped of
topsoil, so the presence or absence of archaeological features could be noted prior to any movement on
the sitc.

Factual data
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Evidence by Period

Table 183 Summary qf Phasing
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PERIOD 1 Natural glacial and alluvial deposits (fig.26)

The undcrlying geology at Octagon Farm consisted of Pleistocene terrace gravels (L11). These had
been cut into during the Holocene by the braided channel of the River Great Ouse and its tributarics,
resulting in a network of palaeochannels visible on air photographs. These braided channels may
largely have silted up before the construction of (hc monuments, although it is worth considering
whether some of them may still have held waltcr on a seasonal or temporary basis and this is suggested
by the location of the monumcnts on gravel islands between the channels,

Alluviation may have been continuos, if sporadic, throughout the prehistoric Roman and mecdieval
periods (Robinson 1992, provides a more detailed scheme for the Ouse valley), A build up of around
300-400mm. of alluvium covered the whole site and in places separate event could be identified. The
Neolithic 'paperclip enclosure' 1480.04 was sealed by alluvium which in turn was cut by isolated pits
and tree throws, Later alluviation was identified, possibly dating to the Roman period medieval
period.

Where alluvial deposits were removed, or where the gravel was exposed on the higher 'islands’, a
variety of siltier, sandier or more gravely spreads and pockets could be seen, these relating to a range
of periglacial processes.

Tree clearance

A number of Teatures interpreted as tree-throw holes were identified. These may relate to

the removal of trees through natural or human agency but are significant in the light of ¢vidence from
other bypass sites for identifying early clearance, A number of phases of clearance may be represented
but as yet not ¢nough stratigraphic analysis has been carried out to closely define them.

Although most tree-throws were identified away from the monuments, some were recorded within the
boundaries of the mortuary enclosures for instance. These may still represent a more general clearance
phase but the possibility exists that the trees were integral to the monument as has been postulated for
the long mortuary enclosure at Irthlingborough (Yohn Humble pers. comm.).

PERIOD 3 Neolithic

Ritual/Ceremonial enclosures

Possibly providing the primary stimulus to clearance, the first major use of the site was as a location
for a complex of ritual or ceremonial monuments. Dated on the basis of form and a small amount of
ceramics to the Middle Neolithic, these comprised so-called mortuary enclosures and small cursuses.
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(Landscape Ciroup 2)

Enclosure 1480.02 (dssociational groups 3 and 4)

A rectangular ditched enclosure, 95 x 35m.,, oricntated N-E to 5-W with the diich on average Im.
wide and 0.45m. deep. Excavation located an entrance just N of the middle of the easternmost side
and an apparently asymmetrically opposed entrance in the southern third of the western side.
However, bearing in mind (hat the trench (98; 12) was only 2m. wide in all but its easternmost
extension, it is possible that the gap in the enclosure's western side indicates an interrupted ditch
rather than an entrance.

Within the rectangular enclosure, eight irregular features were excavated which have been interpreted
as tree throws. This seems a reasonable explanation for all but a problematical group offeatures in the
N-E corner. Here a number of irregular shaped pits cut into a series of more elongated features. The
problem with these features is that on the one hand, various of their characteristics seem too regular
and homogeneous for tree throws, and on the other, a logical explanation of possible archaeological
activity is lacking. The upper fill (C2014) of pit (C2048) contained two small fragments of
undecorated, flint tempered Late Neolithic pottery; and four waste flakes, which are possibly Late
Neolithic, from its lower fill, (C2025).

Enclosure 1480.04 (Associational group 6)

Immediately to the N of 1480.02 was a small cursus or enclosure, christened for obvious reasons the
‘paperclip-enclosure'. Unlike other monuments, this did not take advantage of a gravel island, and
rather sits on the redundant course of palacochannel. It was approximately 75 x 15m. and aligned N-E
to S-W with a large gap, possibly an entrance, 15m. long in its S-E side, The S ditch terminal curved
in lowards the enclosurc, although the N terminal appears to remain straight. The ditch had an
average depth 0f0.6-0.7m,, and a rather more variable width; the N-W ditch was 1.35-1.5m. wide, but
the S-E ditch measured between 1.9 and 2.7m.

The ditch produced some tiny fragments of pottery, which may be Neolithic or Bronze Age, from an
upper fill, (C2018). Dry sieving produced one unretouched flint flake. The uppermost fiil, (C220),
produced pottery initially thought to be Neolithic but more likely to be Late Bronze Age to Early Lron
Age. This later material may attest to the survival ofthe monument as a landscape feature into the
Early Iron-Age, as with many of the round barrows (see below), it may however suggest that it's date
of construction needs reconsideration as o other Neotithic monuments contained similar material.

Five post holes were recorded, (A10), of which four were within the enclosure. The position of three
post holes near the inside edge of the ditch, and a fourth approximalcly in the middle, is evocative of
an intemal structure or palisade.

Fnclosure 1480.08 (4ssociational group 12)

The largest of the Neolithic ritual monuments, enclosure (A12) , sits on a gravel island between two
amms of a palaeochannel, it's N-E corner having been disturbed by the now disused Bedford to
Cambridge railway line. It was 175 x 60m. orientated N-W to S-E and appears to have opposing
entrances in the middle of the long sides. Two trenches were dug across it (90:7 and 90:8). The W
ditch appears to have two recuts. The E ditch was recut at least once, and also had a parallel ditch
(also recut) immediately to it's W. Both original E and W ditches were between 0.5 and 0.7m. decp,
averaging 1.6m. in width. No vthier fealures weie iecorded in association with this menwment,

Enclosure 1480.16 (Landscape group 5)

An unusual squarc enclosure may date to the Neolithic or Early Bronze Age. This measured 27 x
25m., and consisted of an interrupted ditch with a possible entrance on the E side. The ditch varied in
width from 0.75-2.7m. and was between 0.48 and 0.58m. deep. There was no dating evidence from
this enclosure, but it may have a parallel at Willington Quarry (1988), where a square enclosure

produced a central pit containing a female inhumation with a red deer antler above the body (BCAS
1993).
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Enclosure 1480.]12 (lLandscape group 12)
One last monument which probably belongs in this period, despite its small scale, is rectangular

the large rectangular enclosure 1480.08. The ring ditch is superimposed on the rectangular enclosure
with both featurcs sharing almost exactly the same centre point, and sitting on a gravel island. This
rectangular enclosure is much smaller than the others, measuring only 30 x 15m., and orientated E-
W. It has opposing entrances at the W end of the long axis, partially obscured by the W side of ring
ditch (A18). The E side of the enclosure is totally obscured by the E side of the ring ditch. The
excavated section (trench 92:7) revealed a width of 2.3 m. and depth of onc metre. It is suggested
(BCAS 1992) that this ditch was backfilled, and it does seem likely that this backfilling was directly
linked to the construction of the ring ditch.

Although no signs of a mound were seen, it is possible that the ¢nclosure had an oval barrow, and that
this was later modificd into a round barrow. The small size of (L12) and its close relationship with the
ring ditch suggests that it is later than the larger rectangular enclosures to the S, and that {t may
represent a transitional phasc (o the new style of round barrows and individual inhumation, whilst
retaining the rectangular shape.

PERIOD 4 Late Neolithic/Early Bronze Age

Barrow Cemetery

The Neolithic ritual landscape appears to have rctained its significance with the addition in the Late
Neolithic/Early Bronze Age of a barrow cemetery. This consisted of a series of ring ditches visible on
aerial photographs and located in part through geophysical surveys (GSB 1991, 1992a). Eight of these
monuments were investigated during trial excavation. Overall the barrows generally had a diameter of
between 20-27m., posscssing a single ditch, Exceptions are the triple ring ditch 1480.14 at 45 m. in
diameter, the single ditched 1480.06 at 30m. in diameter, (which on aerial photograph appears deeper
than others), and 1480.19, possessing a slightly clliptical ditch 28 x 31 m. across. Bartow (A94), a
component of 1480.18, was the only one of those investigated to have a double ditch. Overall these
small ring ditch diameters (along with the shallow depths of the ditches) are consistent with others in
the Ouse Valley (Woodward 1986),

Table 184 Ring-ditch diameters

1
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Ring ditch 1480.03 (Associational group 1)

This is the most southerly round barrow in the group, lying above the E entrance of rectangular
enclosure 1480.02 of Period 3. Its ditch was 2-2.4m. wide and 0.7-0.8m. dcep, although the bottom
was not reached due to waterlogging. The upper fill, (C228), contained a sherd of undated, although
possibly Iron Age, pottery. One possible flake and one waste flake were also found in these upper fills,
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(C228 and C236). Evidence for the barrow mound was recovered in both E and W sections, dipping
into the ditch, and possibly indicative of a bowl or saucer Lype barrow (the only other round barrow
with cvidence for the mound was the triple ring ditch (A15)). The position of barrow 1480.03 over the
entrance of enclosure 1480.02 is significant, especially as it is probable that the enclosure ditch of the
earlier monument was still partially open at the time the round barrow was constructed (BCAS 1992),

Ring ditch 1480.11 (Associational group 16)
A single ring ditch of diameter 27m. The ditch was 1.8m. across and 0.9m. deep. Geophysical survey
revealed a central pit, possibly a burial.

Ring ditch 1480. 12 (Associational group 18)

This barrow had an average ditch width of 3.3 m. and depth of 1.5 m., and overlay the small
rectangular enclosure (L12)(see 1480.12 of Period 3). Both of these features and their relationship
have been described above. The upper fills of this ring ditch again contained Iron Age pottery.

Ring ditch 1480.13 (Associational group 24)
A single ring ditch, slightly elliptical at 27 x 30m. across. The ditch was 1m. wide and 0.5m. deep.
Geophysical survey revealed a central pit, possibly a burial.

Ring ditch 1480.14 (Associational group 15)

This was the most spectacular of the round barrows, preserved as a triple ditch. Trench 90:6,
orientated N-S, crossed all three ditches, the outer being 4.2m. wide and 1.25m. deep, the middle Sm.
by 1.3m. and the inner 1.5m. by 1.2m. Ncither the outer nor the middle ditches showed signs of a
rceut, although the inner ditch appears to have had two or more. Evidence was also recovered for the
barrow mound, the inner ditch cutting through it and therefore suggesting that the three ditches were
not contemporary and that the barrow had undergone some significant re-modelling.

Ring ditch 1480.15 (4ssaciational group 25)
A single ring ditch of diameter 15m. The ditch was 1.7m. across with an unmeasurable depth due to
waterlogging

Ring ditch 1480. 18 (Associational groups 92 and 94)

Two ring ditches comprised monument 1480.18. Ditch (A92) was 2.7m. wide and 0.75m. deep, two
possible Iron Age sherds were found in the upper fill (C76). This barrow was cut by a later field
system of probable Iron Age date. (A94) was a double ring ditch with a 3m. wide gap between the
ditches, The outer ditch was 1.5m. wide and 0.6m. deep, the inner much smaller at 0.7-0 8m. wide
and 0.4m. deep.

PERIOD 6-7 Late Bronze-age/early Iron Age

During this period the focus of the landscape use, previously oricnted towards a ceremonial/funerary

function, shifted towards settlement, This may mark the final clearance of the area of i% original, and
possibly regencrated, tree cover. The most obvious indicator of this transition was the establishment of
a field system, (1.3); although this appears to respect the sitc of the round barrows which were
probably still visible as upstanding mounds, with the ditches still deep enough to trap fragments of
Iron-Age pottery. Along the Northemn edge of the site more complex erop-marks indicate settlement
sites.

The Field System

(Landscape group 3)

The field system consists of two parallel ditches running N-W to S-E, with three N-E to S-W ditches
at right angles forming at least five separate enclosed areas. The system was visible as crop marks and
tested by excavation where it crossed a trench, Dating evidence was scarce, with a small amount of
Iron Age pottery found in the corner of the northern ditch (A21).
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Settlement activity

Scattered isolated featurcs dating to the Iron Age were recorded within the trenches, Because of the
limited amount of excavation little can be said in 1¢rms of settlement form or focus beyond
acknowledging presence. As the main focus for occupation appears to be to the North, where the most
complex crop-marks were situated, it might be that the evidence presented here, sited amidst the
ficlds, represents only temporary or at best marginal settlement. Given the proximity to the barrows
and the likelihood ofthese still forming a substantial visual element to the landscape the possibility of
these features representing continued ritual activity must also be allowad (see L23 below).

(Landscape group 23)

A pit, (A27), and a probable stake hole, (A28), within trcnch 94:16 close to one of the SW-NE ditches
of the ficld system (L3). The pit contained large amounts of Early Iron Age pottcry, an unidentified
fired clay object, and burnt material. This assemblage may be indicative more of ritual deposition than
domestic refuse.

(Landscape group 9)
A group of featurcs, isolated in the middle of trench 94:1, consisted of two gullies, four post holes and
a pit. The pit and one of the gullies contained a fair amount of Early Iron Age pottery. The position of

these features on the western bank of palacochannel (A17) may be significant.

(Landscape greup 22)

A single pit within trench 90:4b contained charred seeds. The presence of spelt suggests an Iron Age
date at the earliest, although hulled barley could have been present from the Neolithic. This group was
situated to the North of the site within enclosure 1480.18 (see below).

Other enclosures

Enclosure 1480.17 (Landscape group 15)

Enclosure (L15) to the N consists of a rectangular enclosure 80 x 70m. and orientated N-E to S-W,
with a large outer ditch (1.7m. wide, 0.6m. deep), and a smaller inner ditch (0.8m. x 0.35m.) on three
sides. There appeared to be an entrance central to the Eagt. This enclosure produced no dating
evidence, bul it resembles Iron Age/Romano-British enclosures with a similarity to those enclosing the
sites of Late Iron Age or Romano-Celtic templcs.

Enclosure 1480.18 (Landscape group 16)

Some 80m. E of 1480.17, this enclosure did have evidence (although scant) in the upper fills of the E-
W ditch to support an Iron Age date. More reliable was its form, which scems consistent with Iron
Age enclosures. It was sub-rectangular, orientated E-N-E to W-S-W, bisected by a N-S ditch with an
entrance in its easteenmost end. Two pits were excavated within the enclosure, the southertunost
containing three sherds of Tron Age pottery.

N .

PERTOD 13 Medieval
A system of medieval ridge and furrow cut the alluvial subsoil. This was oricntated N-W - S-E. Two
tenuous linear features, (A40), in a the western trench 94:12 ti¢ in with an E-W boundary shown on
the map. To the Notth of the site the ploughing orientationchanges with furrows (A63) running E-W
in trenches 94:1-3; the relationship between these two sets of furrows is uncertain. A small amount
(four sherds) of 17th to 18th century pottcty was found in both sets of furrows.

PERIOD 15 Unphased groups
There were several archaeological features at Octagon Farm which could not be associated with any
other groups or periods owing to lack of siratigraphic, spatial or dating evidence.
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2.8.2 FLINT AND BURNT STONE

= o

Factual data

Quantification of material

An assemblage of one registered artefact of flint and seventy-six bulk finds, comprising four
fragments of burnt stone, and scventy two flint tools, cores and debitage was recovered from Octagon
Farm,

Provenance
A large proportion of the material, thirty-two pieces or 41.56% of the assemblage was recovered from
the topsoil removed to the sides of the cxcavated trenches. Forty five pieces, 58.44% of the total

assemblage was rccovered from the various excavated featurcs (Table 185).

Table 185 Quantification af flini/burnt stone by Landscape group and period.
(The number in brackets is the registered monument number.)
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Provisional assessment indicates that the recovered flint assemblage ranges in date from the
Mesolithic to the Bronze Age. Twelve pieces, 15.58% ofthe asscmblage, displayed characteristics of
manufacture and flint quality suggestive of Mesolithic or earlier Neolithic date and sixty-five, or
84.42% of the total showed characteristics appropriate for the later Neolithic through to the Bronze
Age. The four fragments of burnt stone cannot be dated indcpendently.

Table 186 Quantity of non-ceramic material by Phase
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A large proportion of the non ceramic material from Octagon Farm is residual or unphased. The
material from the presumed carlier prehistoric monuments and those features phased to periods 1-6

are discugsed separately because of the possibility of 'in situ' flint.

Period 1, Natural . glacial and alluvial

Four worked flints were recovered from two contexts of this period. Three pieces, including a
Mesolithic ¢rested blade derived from a layer of presumed alluvial origin (assoc. group 54).The
battered condition of thesc picces suggest redeposition. The single flake from the old river channel
(assoc. group 31) is broadly datable to the Late Neolithic/Bronz¢ Age.

Period 3, Neglithic

Two features allocated to this period produced worked flint, A small pit or tree throw hole (assoc.
group 4) yielded a single soft-hammer struck flake and three blades, including two that re-fit, all of
which suggest an early Neolithic date. One hard-hanuner struck flake from an upper fill of paperclip
enclosure 1480.04 dates to the late Neolithic or later.

Perigd 4, Late Neolithic/Early Bronzc Ape

Flint from this period derives from five contexts, which relate to two ring ditch monuments, 1489.3
and 1480.12. The material from the Jatter formed the larger group, comprising twenty-three pieces,
including two tools (table 187), The remaining material from this feature is consistent with a late
Neolithic or Bronze Age date. The singl¢ hard-hammer struck flake from 1480.3 is also likely to date
to this period.

Period §. Late Bronze Ape/Tron Age
Features dated to this period yielded six flakes characteristic of Late Neolithic through to Bronze Age
date.

Range and varicty

A scan of the lithic assemblage indicates that the majority comprise debitage or burnt pieces. Of the
remaining material, eight pieces were corcs and eight displayed secondary working in the form of
partial or continuous retouch and are here classed as tools (table 187).

The quality of the flint encountered was gencrally good. It ranged in colour from pale grey to mid
brownish grey and black. A fairly thin, buff or white cortex survived on forty-two pieces, 57.5% of the
flint. The quality of the flint, and the colour of the cortex suggests that most, if not, all of the raw
material was obtained locally from river deposited gravels.

T able 187 Tools by context type and perzod
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The condition of the flint assemblage was gencrally good, with few picces other than thosc recovered
from the topsoil showing signs of extensivc post depositional damage. The material from ring ditch
1480.12 was particularly notable for the shaipness of the flint, often a good indicator of ‘in situ’
material. One piece only showed signs of patination, a flake from old river channel (assoc. group 31),
neither the flint or the river channel can be precisely dated.

P - i\ i . )
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2.8.3 CERAMICS

Factual data

Quaniification of material

Pottery
The Octagon Farm pottery assemblage was recorded by fabric type and form Quantification was by

sherd and vessel count. A total of 179 sherds was recorded, representing a minimum of 118 vessels.

All quantitative statements and tables in this rcport are based on the sherd count.

Registered Ceramics
One registercd artefact of a coarse grog tempered fabric was recorded, a globular loomweight (Rf.3).

Building Material and Fired Clay
The ceramic building material and fired clay was quantified by sherd count and weight. A total of 88

fragments weighing 2196.7g was recovcred, comprising 5 fragments of brick, 5 ofroof tile,and 77 of
fired clay.

Provenance

Pottery

Tablc 1 below, shows the relative quantities of pottery recovered from the varying feature classcs
encountered at Manor Farm. The figurcs are expressed as a sherd count and as a percentage of the
total.

Table 188 Quantification of pottery by feature type
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Due largely to the lack of intact horizontal stratigraphy on site, the bulk of the ceramic material
derives from cut features, primarily pits and ditches (70.94%). These are features which are normally
regarded as the least susceptible to contamination particularly in their primary and lower fills. The
risk of contamination is further reduced by the limited incidence of intercutting features.

Phasing an {6 range

Table 189 Quantification of pottery, by sherd, within phase
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The pottery assemblage shows a wide date-range, from the Neolithic to the post-medieval periods. The
presence of Iron Age sherds within fills of monuments phased to periods 3 and 4 suggests fairly large
scale intrusion. However the large and unabraded sherds which comprise a large proportion of this
material suggest rather the survival in the landscape of these features into later Prehistory. A parallel
for this possiblc continuity exists al Village Farm, where the upper fills of the two ring ditches
contained quantities of early Iron Age ceramics and fliniwork.

Building Material/Fired Clay

Table 190 Quansification of building material by feature type

It should be noted that a large proportion of the material tabulated above including all the material
recorded from pits in tables 3 and from period 6-7, abovc, relates to a single feature, associational
group 27, and it probable that all the fired clay derives from one, or possibly two objects.

Range and variety

Pottery Type Seticg
The type series is listed below in chronological order.

NEQLITHIC TOTAL 2
- Coarsc Flint (Peterborough type) 2
BRONZE AGE TOTAL 1
- Grog 1
MISC. PREHISTORIC TOTAL 4
- Soapy 1
- Micaceous 1
- Shell/sand 2
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EARLY-MIDBLE TOTAL 148
RUNAGE

FOlA Coarse flint 25
FOIB Fine flint 12
F02 Grog/flint 22
FO3 Grog/sand 1
F17 Grog 25
F19 Sand/organic 1
F20 Calcareous inclusions 24
F28 Fine sand 28
F29 Coarse sand 1
F3e Sand/calcareons inclusions 9
LATE IRON AGE TOTAL 4
FO05 Grog/shell 1
FO07 Shelly 1
F09 Sand/grog 1
F32 Sand/flint 1
RO1 Samian 1
RO3 Orange sandy 3
RO6 Grey ware 4
R13 Shelly 2
POST MEBDIEVAL TOTAL 8
POl Glazed earthenware 8
MISCELLANEQUS TOTAL 2
- Sandy 2
Neolithic

Two unabraded sherds of coarsc flint pottery, provisionally dated to the late Neolithic were recovered
from a probable trec throw hole within rectangular enclosure 1480.02, Although undecorated and
similar to the Iron Age coarse flint tempercd fabric FO1A, the two sherds are dated by the features'
association with the presumed Ncolithic mortuary enclosure, and the presence of flintwork consistent
with this date, Funther work at the analysis stage may refine dating of these fabrics. Flint tempered
Neolithic Peterborough-typc ware has been found elsewhere on the Bedford Bypass at Bumpy Lane
and elsewhere in the county at Salf ord, mid Beds (BCAS in prep.).

Brotize Age
A singlc abraded sherd, of a soft grog tempered fabric with a ‘soapy' texture probably datcs 1o the
Bronze Age.

Iron Ape

Iron Agc pottery makes up the largest chronological grouping from Octagon Farm, Of 152 sherds
dating to this period 148 sherds, 82.68% of the total assemblage are characteristic of early-middle
Iron Age date and four, 2.23% of the total, of late Iron Age date.

All the fabric types represented are known from other sites in the county and all are likely to have
been produced locally. Eighteen Iron Age vessels with recognisable rim or base forms could be

identified (table 192).
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Table 192 Iron Age formy

2 i i
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The forms tabulated above arc typical of the region, with upright rimmed jars being a common feature
at sites such as Village Farm, and Stagsden, north Beds. (BCAS in prep). Rectangular/flattened
rimmed, everted rimmed jars and carinated forms, similar to the Octagon Farm examples were also
present at Village Farm and have been found at the Iron Age settlement site at Salford, mid Beds.
(BCAS in prep).

Table 193 Decoration of Iron Age vessels

Decoration, in the Iron Age assemblage was recorded on five vessels (table 193). Simple horizontal
grooves and incisions are most common and arc well known from contemaporary Iron Age sites
elsewhere in the county, for example Salford (BCAS in prep). The most elaborate form of decoration
occurred on an upright rimmed jar. This scheme has no ¢xact parallels from the county but falls
within the middlc Iron Age tradition,

Roman

The Roman pottery makes up 5.58% of the assemblage, 10 sherds,

The bulk of the Roman material, 9 sherds, is topsoil derived, and a single sherd is intrusive. The
pottery is fragmentary and no forms could be reconstructed.

Post medieval and modern
Eight sherds of post-medieval pottery dating to the 17th-18th century date were recovered. Two forms,
both bowls, were identified.

Evidence for use of thg potery
Physical evidence for use on the pottery was not present,

The dearth of evidence for use in the pottery assemblage probably results from the limited sizc and
nature of the sample, However, the lack of ¢vidence might also be due 10 surface abrasion on the
dominant Iron Age pottery group, which may have caused traces of sooting to be logl, and/or the
possibility that some vessels were used to heat their contents not over a hearth, but by the use of
heated stones.

Building Material/Fired Clay

Brick

All five fragments of brick recovered, were found from a single context. The fragmenis are of a sandy
fabric and almost centainly derive from the same brick. The fabric, size and proportions of the brick
are consistent with a post-medieval date,
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Roo ftile
Five fragments of flat roof tile were recovered, exclusively from topsoil or subsoil contexts. The form
and sandy fabric suggest a post-medieval date.

Fired clay

Fired clay from @ctagon Farm comprises seventy-eight fragments, of which seventy-seven derive from
a single feature represented by assoc. group 28. All the fired clay is sand tempered and it seems likely
that most if not all of the material from this group derives from one or possibly two brick-like objects,
Forty fragments retain one or more surfaccs, the largest fragment is 130mm wide, 90mm deep and
incorporates a circular hole, 23mm in diameter and 38mm deep on the presumed 'end’ surface. Pottery
from this feature suggests an early or middle Iron Age date for this object. Parallcls for this object will
be sought at the analysis stage.

Loomweight

Registered Find 3 comprises two conjoining fragments of a roughly spherical loomweight, measuring
70-80mm in diameter and made from a coarse grog fabric. The single perforation measured 8mm in
diameter. The globular form of this object is unusual, the normal form for Iron Age loomweights
being pyramidal or triangular An early Iron Age loomweight of similar proportions is however known

from Winnal Down, Hampshire (Batcs and Winham 1985 fig. 70.2).

Condition

Pottery
The condition of the pottery is generally good with only twenty-scven sherds or 15.08% of the total
assemblage, including the topsoil derived material showing varying degrees of abrasion.

Recognisable forms account for 11.17% of the assemblage, suggesting a high degree of fragmentation
as a whole.

Building Material/Fired Cl
Thebuilding material was recovered in good condition, although the roof tile recovered from topsoil
was slightly abraded. The fired clay objects from associational group 28 are more fragile and

fragmented. Due to the large size of these objects, firing, probably in a bonfire, was not compicte and
a core of unfired clay is now exposed.

Pegistered Ceramics
Although fragmentary, registered find 3 was recovered in fairly good condition. Slight abrasion on the

surfaces and on the exposed breaks suggests that the object was broken prior to deposition.
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2.8.4 HUMAN BONE

Factual Data

Quantification of material

A single isolated cremation was recovered from the final season of excavation. The material was
contained within a pit (C1433) sited well away from any ofthe known monuments. There were no
associated finds or features.

2.8.5 ANIMAL BONE

Factual Data

Quantification of material

Only two pieces were recovered, a pig incisor and a piece of lumbar vertebra,

2.8.6 MACROSCOPIC PLANT AND INVERTEBRATE REMAINS

Factual Data

Quantification, provenance and range of material

Some Quercus (oak) charcoal was recovered from possxble Neolithic tree-throw plts (tablc 195) A few

E,m.um oL A

late Bronze Age / t;.arly Iron Age plts (table 194)

Table 194: Charred Seeds and Chaff from Octagon Farm
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Table 195: Charcoal from Octagon Farm
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Appendix 1: Summary Report on excavations at Medbury

Lane, Elstow, 1995, (J. Crick)

Background

In response to a proposed application for mineral extraction on land to the east of Mcdbury Lane,
Elstow, an archaeological evaluation was undertaken by Bedfordshirc County Archaeology Service, on
behalf ofthe developers, C A Blackwell Ltd. It was proposed that the site become a borrow pit for the
construction work on the Bedford Southern Bypass. The aim of the evaluation was to define the nature
and extent of a potential archasological constraint on development of this site identified in the
Bedfordshire Minerals and Waste Local Plan.

An area of archaeological interest was identified in the NW corner of the site, comprising evidence for
10th/11th century settlement evidence. This was thought to be a continuation of a site first identified
to the north at Village Farm in 1994. The developer’s initial proposal was to avoid disturbance of the
NW cormner of site, however development took place which necessitated a rapid salvage excavation of
this area, between the 6th - 10th April, 1995.

Location and Topography (fig.27)

The site for the borrow pit lies 2.5km south east of Bedford town centre, in Elstow Parish and is
centred at TL 05554679, It is on the lowcr gravel terrace of the river Great Ouse at 30m OD. The land
slopes away to the east and south towards a subsidiary stream of the Elstow Brook. To the north the
site is bounded by the line of the bypass, where, during April - July 1994 BCAS carried out large scalc
excavations at Village Farm, in advance of road ¢onstmction These excavations identified two late
Neolithic/ early Bronze Age ring ditches and settlement evidence relating to the Iron Age, carly
Saxon, Saxo-Norman and later medieval periods.

=

Summary of Results (fig.28)

The earliest phasc of activity identified at Medbury Lane comprised three Bronze Age cremations in
the NW of site. Later prehistoric activity comprised two phases of field enclosures and a small
quantity of residual Iron Age pottery, indicative of periphcral settlement activity.

A hiatus in settlement occurs in the Roman period with settlement being resumed in the early-mid
Saxon period. As with the Village Farm site the settlement is dispcrsed with three identifiable foci of
activity. These comprised two sunken featured buildings, one to the north of the sitc and the other to
the south and a post-built building with an associated yard area towards thc western limit of
excavation. A well/water storage pit in the south of the site produccd a 7th-8th century domestic
pottery assemblage with animal bone.

This scattered pattern of settlement along a NW-SE axis continucs into the 10th-11th centuries. The
evidence for this period comprised two post-built buildings separated by a distance of 80m and are

. perhaps two separate farmsteads. Concentrations of post holes across site are suggestive of fencclines,

with several four post structures and associated settlement activity. An area of small-scale
mctalworking was located on the east of the excavation, comprising four slag-filled pits and a post-
built structure. A second well/water storage pit produced a quantity of St Neots ware poticty dating to
the 10/11th centuries and animal bone. Two narrow boundary ditches defined the limit ofthe
settlement to the east. The eastern-most of these appears contemporary with timber building in the NE
of the site and suggests an expansion of the settlement castwards in the 11th century. The resultsofa

Bedford Southern Bypass: Post Excavation Assessment Report: Volume 2 Page 192




geophysical survey and subsequent trial trenching suggests the southern limit of the settlement lies
slightly south of the area of ¢xcavation.

Discussion

Preliminary analysis of the results of this excavation suggests the remains uncovered on the Medbury
Lane site are a continuous sprecad SE of the settlement activity first identified by the excavations at
Village Farm to the north. The Bronz¢ Age cremations record a continuance of the ceremonial activity
focused around the two ting ditches to the NW. During the early-mid Saxon and Saxo-Nornnan
periods the settlement remains focused along a general NW - SE axis with slight shifts in the specific
foci of activity. The relationship between the archaeological remains of these two sites is the rational
behind the inclusion of the preliminary results of the Medbury Lane excavalion in this document. An
analysis of the Village Farm and Medbury Lanc material together enhances the potential ofboth sites
to address the aims and objectives of the project.

---;‘-_--_--l-
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Appendix 2: Summary Report on excavations at Cardington

Cross, 1993, (A. Thomas)

Background (fig 29)

The site lies approximately 3km. 1o the south east of Bedford town centre within the parish of
Cardington at TL. 079480, The excavation was situated adjacent and to the South of the existing
course of the Elstow Brook.

Aerial photography clearly shows a complex of crop marks (HER 9081) on the gravel tetrace
overlooking (e biouk, appivximately 250m. to the South of the sitc at TL 081479, This complex
consists of a number of enclosures of variable siz¢ based around a series of parallel linear features,
probably indicating the position of a droveway. Although many of the enclosures seem to be of a scale
indicative of an agricultural inficld system, the smaller cnclosures may relate to settlcment activities.
The date of this complex remains uncertain, but comparisons can be made with similar, recently
cxcavated sites such as Peartree Farm (specifically the arrangement of enclosures along a droveway),
Mill Farm and Eastcotts. This would suggest a Romano-British date for this complex, possibly with

Iron Age antccedents. A series of linear features can be seen running down-slope towards the arca of
excavation.

A number of tcst pits were excavated in the vicinity of the crop mark complex during the summer of
1993 as part of The Elstow Brook Widening Scheme Archaeological Evaluation (BCAS Report
93/14). These all revealed a similar sequence of deposits, generally consisting of 350mm. to 400mm,
of topsoil, somctimes overlying modern dredged material and 500mm, to 1000mm. of yellowish
brown alluvium sealing c¢ither sandy gravel, blue-grey ¢lay or the fills of palaeochannels or still water
features. None of these test pits revealed any evidence of archacological activity.

Ag part of the same evaluation, a 50m. trench was excavated where a new channel was to be cut for
the brook, thus diverting if along the South sidc of the planned route ofthe Bedf ord Southern Bypass.
This revealed a dense spread of features sealed by 250mm. of topsoil and 360mm. of alluvium. The

limited scope of this trench and the lack of datable artefacts (one sherd of undiagnostic pottery)
rendered any interpretation and phasing of these features speculative and necessitated excavation of
0.25ha. along the line ofthe new cut.

Summary of results (figs. 30 and 31) (table 196)

Archaeological activity at Cardington Cross ¢an be divided into a number of distinct periods and these
have been integrated into the single phasing sequence adopted for all the sites of the Bedford Southern
Bypass. The major elements identified included prehistoric tree clearance, late Iron Age/Romano-
British peripheral settlement activity and boundary construction followed by alluviation from the mid
Roman period into the Medieval period.

Discussion

The earliest ¢cvidence of human activity at Cardington Cross relates to tre¢ ¢learance. The high density
oftree throw holes and the presence of burnt material within many of these features implics human
involvement rather than natural causes. Although finds werc rare, the presence of early prehistoric
lithic material suggests that tree clearance may have begun relatively early in this area, although the
possibility of successive phases of regencration and clearance should not be ruled out. However, the
presence of structural features probably dating to the late Iron Age suggests that tree clcarance was
largely complete by this time.
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A large number of negative featurcs were identified on sitc, some structural but mostly isolated.
Chronological phasing of these is conjectural duc to the lack of diagnostic artefacts, but an estimate of
late Jron Age or Romano-Biritish scems acceptable through association with the ditch line at the
Western limit of excavation, The lithic assemblage recovered from sitc implies early Prehistoric
activity within the area and it is possible that some of the structurcs may be earlier in date. The
general lack of cultural material recovered may support this view. No conclusive relationship with the
main area of crop marks could be established, although the ditches within the area of excavation
appear to be aligned with the periphcral linear features. The possible date range of the two areas could
be compatible. The nature of occupation also remains uncertain, but may be related to peripheral
scitlement activities, possibly incorporating usc of the brook. The double ditch line may have acted as
a boundary for such activities, as well as serving a drainagc function,

A rise in the water tablc was indicated by the presence of undisturbed alluvium filling and sealing the
ditches. Again the lack of diagnostic artefacts presents a problem in the phasing of this event, but a
mid-late Romano-British date would be compatible with the general picture seen within the Quse
Valley (Robinson, 1992) and spccifically at Eastcotts, where a shift in scttlement pattern away from
the brook seems to oceur towards the end of the 2nd century or the beginning of the 3rd century.

A cursory examination of the ¢cofacts (E. Hutching, pers. comm.) has indicated that many of the tree
throw holes containcd a suitable amount of charcoal for C dating. The presence of carbonised seeds
within some of the negative features may give a broad indication of the agricultural practices
occurring in the arca but the samples with the most potential for environmental r¢construction were
from the ditches, particularly the primary, waterlogged fills. Samples from the primary fill of the
second recut of the eastcrn ditch (A16) contain approximately t¢n species of weeds and samples
through the fills of the western ditch (A17) may provide information on envitonmental changes
contémporary with the rise in the water table and the initial periods of alluviation.

Table 196 Curdington Cross: Sununary of phasing

{PERIOD ' LANDSCAPE | DESCRIPTION ‘s
; GROUPS :
i Period 1 Natural glacial and alluvial | 1 ;
i deposits §
A Periods 2-7 Early Prehistoric to Iron 2,8 ' Tree clearance, palaeosol %
i Age i
: Period 8 Late Iron Age/Early Romano- | 3, 4 Peripheral settlement activity

¢ British and boundaries

{ Period 9 Romano-British 5 Alluvium !
; Periods 10-13 Late Romano-Britishto | 6 Alluvium/colluvium, reworked

: Medieval by cultivation

[ Period 14 Post Medicval toModern (7~ Cultivation ~_ :
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Appendix 3: Summary report on excavation and survey as

- om e

_part of the Elstow Brook Widening Scheme (phases I and 11)

Background (fig.32)

Prior to the construction of the Bedford Southern Bypass, and in the light of the predicted increase in
run-off, drainage improvements were necessary to the Eistow Brook. This involved a large amount of
ground disturbance, largely along the north bank of the Brook, and archaecological evaluation was
initiated to assess the likely impact. Three phase of work took place, phases I and II during early 1993
between Elstow and Octagon Farm, with the results of evaluation being reported in Clatk, Dawson
and Shotliff (1993). Sixty two test-pits were cxcavated at 100m intcrvals along the northern bank of

the Brook, supplemented by seven trial trenches in arcas thought to be more archaeologically
sensitive.

Summary of results

No archacological deposits were recovered from any of the phase 1 trenches or pits. Roman and Iron
Age features were recorded in a single Phasc II trench (results of further excavation in this arca are
reported above in Appendix 2). The majority of observations were on natural alluvial deposits. The
generalised sequence comprised topsoil sealing dredged deposits, in turn sealing alluvial clays, silts
and gravels. Darker more organic deposits, observed between the alluvium and underlying natural
gravels may have indicated standing water or old channel courses.

Discussion

The report on the results of evaluation stresses the limitations of test-pits in locating settlement
activity. The lack of archaeological observations might be ¢xplained as a result of this, or alternately

may suggest that Iifile settlement took place close to the Brook, presumably The conditions were too
wet,

All the test-pits did however produce useful stratigraphic information concerning the development of
the post-glacial landscapc, the alluviation process and its effects on archacology. Alluvial clays
observed in many of the test-pits would bave been deposited when rising water tables lead to flooding
with vanable rates and quantities of sedimentation. Robinson (1992) has suggested that the rise in the
water table took place from the mid-Roman period and evidence from Eastcotts (this volume section
2.7), Octagon Farm (this volume section 2. 8) and Cardington Cross (Appendix 2 above) supports this.
Observations along the Elstow Brook have potential to support investigations at these sites.

The Elstow Brook evidence also has the potential, through an analysis of the alluvial deposits and
underlying Pleistocene gravels, to inform our understanding ot the spread and ttuckness of altuvial
deposits in this area, identifying areas prone to flooding and areas of higher and drier ground. The

importance of mapping the palacotopogrphy of the area is highlighted as one of the major aims of
analysis,
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Appendix 4: Summary of Bypass human bone

Table 197: Summary of evidence for human bone
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- Appendix 5: Summary of Bypass animal bo

ne

Table 198: Summary of Bypass animal bone
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Appendix 6: Summary of Bypass Macroscopic plant remains

Table 199: Presence of Edible Chorred and Waterlogged Plants by Period
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Table|206: Concartration of Charred Seeds ond Chaff as a Percentage of the Total Samples Containing Material from Each Period
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