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Preﬂwe N

The Bedford Svuthern Bypass Project (BSBP) has the potential to address a number of issues of
national academic importance highlighted in the English Heritage document ‘Exploring our Past:
Strategies for the Archaeology of England’ (1991). In particular, the national importance of the
project lies in its polential to reconsitruct the development of the landscape and land use along the 8.5
lan Bypass transect through the Ouse Valley.
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“the investigation of the development of areas of the historic landscape through time should recetve
increased emphasis ", (FOP, 4)

This document is the fourth volume within ‘The Bedford Southern Bypass Post-excavation Assessment
Report'. In it, the potential of the project to address the overall landscape aims outlined in the
project design is assessed. The significance of alandscape approach is first dkscussed with a critique
of recent studies. The evidence, by period, is then presented with a discussion of the major themes.
This has been approached in an integrated format, drawing on relevant evidence fiom all the sites
and the full range of data types. This section highlights the potential of the project to address the
overall development of the landscape and environment, while focusing on a number of key issues
where the evidence is of particular quality. A number of these Issues are period specific such as
investigations into Neolithic settlement and Roman period non-villa rural settlement. Strong emphasis
has been placed on the study of processes of change and transitional periods such as that frem the
late Iron Age into the Romano-British period. Themes have also been identified that cross a number
of period boundaries, including investigations into the socto-economic basis of settlement and the

ar; j he s major aims for post excavation that will
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provide the basis for methodologies proposed in Volume 5; The Update ijecz@isi g
Throughout this volume reference i?lm additional projects,]Medbury Lane, Cardington
Cross and the Flstow Rrook Widening Scheme, and a summary report Jfor each appears in the
‘appendices to Valume 2. All three result from works directly associated with the construction of the
Bypass, although none of them form part of the core funded project. It is proposed that these sites be
integrated into the analysis and publication of the core, because of their relevance to the project
overall, and to specific sites in particular. Separate and adequate funding is available to do this, and

no claims for further resources will be made in this document, or within the ‘Updated Project
Design’.

By integrating and synthesising the results of these diverse sites the project is closely following the
precepts of EOP (p.35) which states, with regard to providing a strategic framework for developer
Junded activities:

“This wWill Invoive commissioning work that wi
otherwise remain isolated pockets of activity. This intention - of exwacting academic value for money
Jrom the data that is currently accumulating - is the main theme of what follows”.
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1. INTRODUCTION_

Implicit in the study of archaeology is that individual sites form part of a wider landscape, and
throughout the early 20th century analysis of the interaction between archaeological sites and the
environment has been extensively explored. Two essays have been particularly important to the
development landscape of study: *Archagology of the Cambridge region’ (Fox 1923) and "The

personality of Britain’ (Fox 1932y whilst in the ATV 3 :
the Fenland Committee in the formulation of the Fenland Survey (Hall & Coles 1994).

Despite the early recognition of the value of landscape study it was not until the early 1970s that the
importance of linking 1escue archaeology and landscape study was made explicit (Fowler 1974), In
the carly 1970s public perocpuions of archaeology were still dominated by the single site - not
recognising that however geographically isolated a farm, hamlet, town or frontier may be they are all
part of a wider system. A significant movement towards general recognition of the landscape came
with the construction of the M5. The pre<construction survey and rescue archaeology along the route
of this motorway from 1969 onwards, indicated how much had been lost in the construction of the M1
and Mé6,and how much better the landscape might be understood if analysis of archacological data
was integrated into a landscape framework.

Today landscape archacology is a powerfill sub-discipline of archacology with the annual publication
of a journal “Landscape History™ and an extensive bibliography of reports (Fulford 1990). English

Heritage have emphasised the Mi_mgoftanoe of landscape studies in EOP (1991) with funding  No, Mn. {
policies directed to the recognition of projects focused on a number of key landscapes; one vn o nonm- previll
—T

“The formulation of objectives for multi-period research can only be accommedated by setting l&'i(". PMU J Chw
specific and linked period objectives within a landseape oy regiong! setting and within a broad Kaendea

chronological framework”. (EOP, 37)‘““&,"‘ P"S‘ﬁ" vy Tﬂﬂ*ﬂg w as¥ Toumt
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m & The Bedford Southern Bypass project was from the outset conceived as a landscape study. Within the MM&%%
line of the roadway individual sites were recognised and identified by their major characteristics prior  Chunch t Cafh.

c OP ol to Public Inquiry in 1989. These site identifications were retained and modified during assessment, Ww A\J«u

. Mmﬁmm excavation. In 1989 however, the concept of a landscape project dominate the P [ !uh"f 1
archaeological approach and detailed assessment led to a variety of evaluation strategics. The results .
ﬂqﬁlmt) ks
11
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of these led either to preservation in situ: the ritual landscape of Octagon Farm; or proposals for
"~ W preservation by record. Seven site-specific project designs were formulated in areas of recognised
Tm archaeology at Peartiee Farm, Manor Farm, Buayan's Farm, Harrowden, Eastcotts and Octagon
Farm, but the areas between were also singled out for the potential they held as constituents of an

OL AT DI &
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1(&& + reasons of lack of information; where access had been denied or where evaluation had failed to clanify
m&ﬁf{““hspociﬁc use. In the past these areas may have been pasture, arable fields, ritual clearings or abandoned
N R g “+ scrub, all of which are significant to understanding the context of changes discovered during the
Wﬁm of the set-piece projects. Dealing with the blank areas was an explicit siatement of the
dscape approach’ and was dealt with in two ways. Further evaluation sought to investigate the
blanks at Village Farm and Bumpy Lane and the watching brief, during consteuction, sought evidence
for land use such as boundary ditches or sree throw holes to confirm the absence of evidence from the
remaining "blanks'. Evety opportunity has been taken to chatacterise spaces between scttlements, and
the result is a consinuous archaeological record of a transect through the landscape.

It does not automatically follow that all the data from such a survey is of national significance and
linear schemes that have been presented as a series of set piece site reports have been regularly
crivicised for the lack of analysis upon which to assess their importaace. Lack of an explanation of the
processgs that underpin the evidence of landscape development has marred the resulss of nationally
recognised projecss such the Milton Keynes project (Taylor 1994) and the English Heritage Fenland

Survey (Fleming 1994). Fortunately specific advantages in the region accrue to the landscape
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approach adopted for the Bypass, and a significant amount of imporiant research in the immediate
area can be exploited to eahance the present study. There are detailed parish surveys of Eastcolts,
Cardington and Elstow which cover the length of the new road, the county possesses one of the most
comprchensive, compuier accessible, regional sites, monuments and building records: the Historic
Environment Record (HER), and recently a series of conferences from The Archacelogy of the
Chilterns (1991) to The Archaeology of the Quse Valley (1994) have focused aticntion on the
development of the region. All this information has the potential to feed into the analysis with
virtually no extra funding implications.

In addition, the assessment has detailed the strengths and potential of the evidence which, with the

@ increasing number of period and area based surveys, provides the basis for a landscape study that will

significantly contribute to our understanding of regional devclopment which ifi furt will uttimatety
form the basis of national and intcrastional trends.

1.1 Original project aims

These were presented within section 4 of the original Project Design (Baker and Dawson 1993g).
However, the format of that docuraent and its specific aims and objectives is not conducive to simple
assessment of the fieldwork results. In recognition of this the aims and objectives have been recast, but
correlation is possible as the original numbering system, has been retained (in brackets), together with
a heavy reliance on the original text.

The principle project aims were ‘to study in-depth a broad transect through the Ouse Valley which
cuts through a dense and contrasting multi-period landscape. The project represents an oppoirtunity
10 add to the understanding of the archaeology of the Quse Valley and the wider region’ (4.2)

L

Of special note shoyld be the high priority given to ‘the interrelationships between sites and areas
within the study area and those adjacemt to t........ The Bedfordshire Archaeology Service has been
active in the area for upwards of twenty years, and the accumulated data from all relevant work in

the area wilt be brought 1o bear 1w enhunce the porential of this project. This includes not only the
specific work related to the footprint of the Bypass itself, but ancillary work undertaken on the
widening of the Elstow Brook (see Volume 2, appendix 3), extensive excavations on Neolithic, Branze
Age and Iron Age sites in Plantation Quarry at Willington (Pinder 1986), excavations on mulli-period
prehistoric sites at Bury Farm, Goldington (Mustoe 1988) and Mill Farmn, multi-period excavations at
Elstow Abbey (Baker 1971) and at Peartree Farm, Elstow (Woodward 1976). Further west there has
been extensive work in Biddenham on another large area of well preserved prehistoric landscape,
and our knowledge of the settlement pattern along the Ouse has been widened by extensive survey
and excavation work in advance of pipeline construction at Kempston Church £nd (Roman and 7th
century Saxon), and development at Clapham (Iron Age, Roman and medieval).The excavations at
Odell (Dix 1981} in the north and Saiford on the western edge of the county will be useful
CSOMRIFTSORS, *

A recent and important addition to this list should be the work recently carried out by the Service in
response to the development of the Medbury Lane borrow pit adjacent to the Village Farm site (see
Volume 2, appendix 1).

- e am
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Two major strands (o the overall investigation were recognised within the original Project Design,
cach comprising a number of specific project aims. These are listed as follows.

1. The Landscape; settlement and organisation

General: To investigate inter-site relationships within the landscape and to chart the overall
development of that landscape co-ordinating evidence from settlement, funerary, ceremonial,
economic and environmental contexts (4.5) (4.7).

Specific: Transitional periods

I.1 To identify and understand the transformation-of Neolithic-settlement-burial and

monument types, and the gradual change to a settlement dominated landscape (4.1.3).

1.2 Briton into Roman; the identification of native settlements and the degree of change
undergone by the communities throughout the Roman period, including recognisable changes
in their agricultural base (4.1.4).

13 To study the transition following thc decline of thc Roman Empire, with the identification of
post-Roman settlement or activity (4.1.5).

1.4 The development of medicval settlement and its relationship with earlier activity (4.1.6).

Specific: Socio~economic base
1.5 To attempt an understanding of the socio-economic basis for settlements through the study of
their matetial culture and trade patterns (4.1.1)

Specific: Boundaries
16 The investigation of territorial, political, agricultyral and settlement boundaries through time
(4.5).

- G O aE EE G BN =S mm

1.7 The identification and dating of relict field systems and their relationship to each other
through time (4.1.2).

2. The Landscape: environment

General: To provide a model for the archacology and environment of the Ouse floodplain and
for the development of the gravel terrace, including the examination of areas under alluvium and
colluvium (4.3).

Specific: Alluviation
2.1 To map the pattern of alluviation (4.3).
22 To understand the relationship of setticment and land-use to the pattern of alluviation (4.3).

Specific: Environmental remains
23 The reconstruction of the landscape and 1and-use for each of the settlements is a general aim

of the Bypass project (4.4).

Specific: Formation processes
24 To investigate the factors involved in site formation processes with especial emphasis on the
contribution of environmental data (4.4).

- O s I Es S o = = e
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2. STATEMENT OF POTENTIAL

Alluvial environments are recognised as being of considerable valuc, both bacause of the potential for

good prescrvation and because of the importance of riverside locations and valley bottoms to

prehistoric and historic communities. Darvill comments that “Of all the landscape environments

considered in this volume (Darvill 1987), rivers, lakes and alluvium spreads are possibly the lcast well

documentod archaeologlcall Engh sh Hentage havc recogmsed thls in deﬁnmg areas of alluvium as
; alsa a gocd

example have addmonally been smgled out as requntmg spectal attention (EOP 45).

The valuc of the Bypass project lies in the wide varicty and longevity of the archaeological cvidence
for both setlements and landscapes. All major periods of activity are represented from the Mesolithic

projects such as Yarnton /Cassingion in the Upper Thames (Hey 1992;1993) and the South West
Oxfordshirc Reservoir project, There are few e)umples where a landscape has been mvestigatnd S0

intensively. :
comparisons can be drawn between contemporary adJacent settlements thcu' economy, landscape and
land usc up to the present day. Additional themes include the nature of earlier prehistoric settlement,
scttlement and deveclopment through critical periods of transition, the inter-relationship of ceremonial
and domestic activity, the use that was made of diffcrent topographies, and the inter-relationship and
cffccts of hydiological change and the onset of alluviation. These issues can all be addressed within
the Bypass project.

Locally the project can contribute significantly to the understanding of nearby sites which have often
been excavated under difficult salvage conditions. Many of these sites are of national or regional
importance and are able to provide important contextual material, enhancing the potential of the
Bypass data.

Other issues of significance that will be addressed by the BSBP are those related to planning. This
part of the Ousc Valley is typical of many areas throughout the country where large areas of land have
been targeted for mineral extraction, as well as urban and suburban development. Although the
overall archacological potential of these areas is recognised, investigative and conservation stratcgies
have necessarily concentrased on the more obvious crop mark and earthwork sites. The extensive
survey and observation works carried out along the Bypass have highlighted the fragile and dispersed
nature of much of the evidence, especially for the earlier prehistoric, Iron Age and Saxon periods. It
can now be appreciated that an apparent absence of sites may only be due to the limitations of
detection methods. The ability to model the archaeological resources of the floodplain and gravel
terrace will contribute substantially to a more effective working of the planning process. This has been
recognised by English Heritage in Exploring our Past and further work on these issues is of national
l importance, the esscntial aspects of this study having been discussed by Needham and Macklin :4
PN ol

?% o el R g it SRR,
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l to the present day, and the potential of the area can be compared favourably with other andscape
4
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| Manor Farm
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2.] Summary of Results

The following table represents a summary of the various periods represented across the Bypass sites
(including Cardington Cross and Medbury Lane) based on an integrated but still provisional
assessmenl of the structural, artefactual and ecofactual data sets.

Table 1 Summary of major periods represented across all Bypass sites

Mesolithle Neolithic / Bromze { [rom Age
{ Early Brosze | Agt/Early :
- . Age Iron Age |
: ; E' ML

Bunyan’s Farm

| Bumpy Lane
| _Eastcotts

Cardington Cross

tOctagonFarm 1 m

KEY
E=carly M=middle L=late

B Activity represented [ 1 Activity possibly represented

2.2 Academic frameworks

The location of the sitcs within the river valley provides an important opportunity to study the impact
of scttlement on the natural environment and to identify feedback effects into the human ecosystem
(Bewley 1994). Three major environmental factors can be addressed, palaeotopography, alluviation
and the evidence of flora) and faunal remains for the natural and cultivated environment.

Palaeotopography

Archaeological investigations into river valley environments ate incrcasingly undermleen within a
wider geographical and environmental framework, and this is reflected in a numbcr of recent studies
(Needham and Macklin 1992; Robinson 1992a). One of the most significant aspects of the Bypass
project 18 its potential to recoastruct the palacotopography and assess its imporsance in the
detcrmination of scttlement location and land use. Similar work has been undertaken in the Lower
Welland and Nene Valleys (French et al 1992; French and Pryor 1992) and is currently underway in
the Yarnton/Cassington arca of the Upper Thames (Hey 1993). Obscrvations on the microtopography
of each Bypass sitc wer¢ made, including the plotting of palacochannels and profiles through natural
deposits, to determine patterns of Pleistocene and more ececent fluvial activity. Comprehensive
coverage of the valley bottom by aerial photographic survey provides the landscape context for site
specific observations. Preliminaty work at Octagon Farm demonstrates thc importance of topography
in site choice and organisation during the Neolithic and Bronze Age periods, and elsewhere sinilar
influences have been observed during the Roman and Saxon periods.

-hg---
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“Recent work in the Thames, rivers of the Wash and the Herefordshire Valleys has demonstrated the

- e o E E G e En b
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potential for stratigraphic and organic preservafion and jer environmental studies #f alluviation

phases....Specific valleys might be selected for identification surveys where potential is good but
unvalidated" (KOP, 45)

A river valley is a particularly responsive system, and fluctuations in the intensity of land use,
clearance and cultivation affect hydrological patterns, alluviation, and the build up of peat deposits.
These changes impact upon patterns and forms of settlement and land use, as both hydrological
changes and the human response varies. Intensification of land use from the Bronae Age has been
cited as one of the major causes of increased levels of alluviation and although this general trend can
be seen within all the Midland river systems the majority of the data comes from the Nene and
Welland, especially the Fen edge environments (Robinson 1992). It is increasingly clear that
alluviation has significant localised effects within the general trend and data has begun to be collected
for the Ouse with useful obscrvations at Warren Villas and from Bromham and Kempston (Clark and
Dawson forthcoming). Test pitting along the Elstow Brook, part of drainage imptovement prior to
construction of the Bypass, has further facilitated the mapping of alluvium and peat in this area (see
Volume 2 appendices 3 and 4), and further useful daw is available from the Bypass sites at Manor
Farm, Harrowden, Eastcotts, and Octagon Farm, Analysis of the Bypass das will provide a model for
the extent, date and sequence of alluviation in this part of the Ous¢ Valley, allowing a comparison
with evidence from other areas and river valleys. In particular the effects of alluviation can be
assessed against provisional results suggesting that settlement shift at Eastcotts in the later Roman
period was in response to rising water levels, with a similar phenomenon noted at Harrowdcn in both
the late Roman and medieval periods.

~1
_ [hgae w0 o
“More resvurces should be directed towards profects with potential for recovering environmental "“ﬁ” ﬂ
information” (EOP, 4) AT

dananh o Thy (2405

Anthropogenic impact on the environment is further attested by preserved plant and animal ~ @clian . The r
macrufossils. Even though the evidence is mostly derived from charred plant cemains, the Bypass sites oL
(including Cardingson Cross) provide a useful environmeraal sequence for the Ousc Valley. Neolithic tree-  yout-+ uaftrly

throw pits were encourdered on manny of the sites and there were finds of charcnal, especially oak, including
root wood signifying early clearance. At Candington, where perhaps the greatest concentration of tree<throw
feawres was found, many had traces of buming, but yieldex very little charcoal, suggesting that lime (7i/ia)
woodland, rather than oak, was cleared at here. This tends to aorroturate pollen evidence which suggests
that lime was the dominant component of woodland prior %o Neolithic clearance over large parts of lowland
England, yet its charcoal does not survive under archacological coaditions.

Evidence for the cultivaled environment is evident from all the Bypass sites and is summarised in
appendix 1, After assessment a provisional sequence can be proposed. Insufficient Nealithic settlement
features were found to give the full picsure for this period, tut the ocourrence in the late Neolithic / carty
Bronae Age of aaleed barley is charactenistic of the carlier grehism—ic period. It would be a most unnsual
crop from the Iron Age onwards. Although spelt wheat and hulled tarley would have been anticipased as the
major cereal crops during the Iron Age, the assemblages would scem much more characteniatic of the
Neolithic or early Bronze Age, with only a low level of agriculture and a part reliance on collected woodland
food plant resources. The predominance of spelt wheat is usual for the Roman period, although it is

A En ] e hnsln ll;_ HAIDAR eSS o
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hoaticultural crops: cherry, celery and walmit. The celery was perhaps grown for its seeds. insuflicient late
Roman / early Saxon and Saxon material was foand to give a reliable crop record. The Saxo-Norman and
medieval periods show the complete replacement of spelt wheat, a hulled wheat, by free threshing wheat,
although it is not possible at this stage to show whether both bread-type and rivet wheat were being

cultivated in the region. By the Saxo-Noman peviod, oats would have boen grown as a crop rather than just
being a weed. It was probably cultivated as drage along with six-row hulled barley, but all the ccreal

assemblages found arc 100 mixed 10 confirm this. Rye does not seem to have been a major crop in the valley
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bottom. The soils of the gravcl terraces and clays around Bedford are well suited for the cultivation of wheat,
barley and oats. Ryc would perhaps only have been an impartant crop on the acid soils of the Greensand.

Cultivated legumes assumed a greater importance in dwmadxevalpemdthancarher anandperhavsm

cuake their first appearance on the Southern Bypass sites in the medie
not abundant.

2.2.2 Palaeolithic

Although important Palaeolithic assemblages have been recorded from basal fluvial deposits in the

Biddenham area (Harding ¢ a/ 1991) and from observations on deep profiles along the line of the

Bedford Southern Orbital Sewer (Dawson fotthcoming) no material of similar date was rcoorded from
any of the Bypass investigations.

2.2.3 Mesolithic 8000 - 4000 BC

“The transition between the Mesolithic and Neo!a!hic penod.s has praved persrsten:(v eluswe
especially in areas of alurdant, : ed farming

communities. More light could be lhr0wn on th:s penod by targeling deposns whzch are l!kely to span ;.,‘\h«

v \ ko (4
all or pa 'of':.,e. %’ﬂm o o prsane afmiacs trpethar Wil endincy fo culbe  fama
Systematic fieldwalking took place at Octagon farm, and residual lithics characteristic of
Mesolithic/early Neolithic date were recorded from the majority of Bypass sites. While not providing | no ali
evidence for in-situ settlement this malcrial can provide some general indication of the level and . ¢ |
distribution of early prehistoric activity. When sct agamst this distribution it is clcar that the quantity ennity

T &

and nature of the Eastcotts assemblage is exceptional, and cam be explainedas an-indicator of ——|wadamen—

Mesolithic settlement activity. In ajl 433 tools and fragments of debitage were recovered (the next
largest Mesolithic group came from Bumpy Lane where only 33 picces were rocorded) and although
this material was residual, analysis of its distribution across the site has the potential 1o define the |
nature and focus of activity.

Little Mesolithic material has been recovered from elsewhere within the study area, although
excavation at the Ursula Taylor School, Clapham revealed a small number of Mesolithic pits (Dawson
1988), and recent work in the Biddcnham area has highlighted surface concentrations of Mesolithic
date (CPM 1993) with possible working hollows recognised at Kempston (BCAS forthcoming).
Further fieldwork is planned to investigate the significance and otigin of this material with synthetic
study proposed to investigated this period (Dawson forthcoming). The potential for environmental
reconstruction has been demonstrated through pollen and molluscan samples taken along the line of
the Southern Orbital Sewer (Scaife 1995).

2.2.4 Neolithic/early Bronze Age 4000 - 2000 BC

“The complexity and elaboration of developed later Neolithic society have become increasingly
apparent; its origins less so Transformation of settlement, burial and monument types, the

broadening of the economic base and the emergence of separate but concurrent artefactual traditions

all occurred within this pertod. Direction of effort to areas of known mid to late third millennium abﬁmﬁ
would promote an understanding of the processes involved" (EOP, 36)

The majority of Bypass sites produced residual flint tools and debitage of this date, and the increase in
density of this distribution over the Mesolithic material, approximately in the ratio of 5:1, is
significant. The range and variety of evidence suggests a number of themes can be explotred including
defocestation, ceremony and ritual, and settiement.

R.S.B. Past Excavation Assessment: Part4 1N




Deforestation

During the Neolithic and Bronze Age the wooded landscape of the floodplains was gradually

transformed into one organised around monuments, This process is indicated by the occucrence of tree
throw holes on all the Bypass sites. Dense grouping of features and association with carbonised root
material indicates an anthropogenic element in the tree clcarance (Mark Robinson pers. comm.). At
Peartree Farm, Octagon Farm and Cardington Cross tree throws ate associated with cultural material
of Neolithic/Bronze Age date, although ceramics of Iron Age and Roman date were also recoveced.
This suggests that deforestation occurred in episodes from the Neolithic into the Roman period and
appesrs 0 be corroboratcd by acnal photogmphxc cvndenoe of Iron Agc and Romano-Bmxsh cropmark

Wanen Vlllas in thc lvcl Valley for mstanoe ficld systems lald out in thc late first century may have
occupied woodlsnd clearings, and this may indicate extensive tracts of possibly managed woodland
(Clark and Dawson forthcoming). In contrast widcspread and permanent clearance may have occurred
on the drier valley sides.

Analysis of the Bypass data will providc an important regional comparison with recent work from the
Nene md Thames where cwdcnoe pomts to reglonal and local vauatlon Although tree throws

and Moore 1987), thc ‘Thames evzdenoe in common wzth that fmm the Bypass, ge.nerally suggcsts
limited clearance (Robinson 1992). Evidencc of localised clearance around monuments has been
found within the Nene Valley at Redlands Fann, Stanwick (Keevil 1992), and it appears that it was
not until the early to mid Bronze Age that clearance really began to impact upon the landscape
demonstrated by agricultural soils of this date found in association with the Redlands Farm Barrows.

Ceremony and ritual ( &P “ Camnovll momamants wlo .h.ﬂﬁm&d’ o Mﬂ lo-\iw\)ua
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The most spectacular ev:dence for Neolithic and Bronze Age activity is the extensive series of
funerary and ceremonial monuments, focused on the Cardington cursus complex. The transformation,
of the woodied and tangled valley bottom into Llandscapes organised around groups of monumental
structures marks one of thc most signiticant developments in Evropean prehistory and indicates the
emetgence of a complex society.

Theee Bypass sites provided opportunities to investigate this monumental landscape: Octagon Farm,
Eastcotts and Village Farm,

The Octagon Farm evidence belongs to a group of sites with a geographical distribution extending
through the midlands, from the Trent Valley across to the North Sea, and as far south as the Upper
Thames. Similar sites include West Cotton (Windel et al 1990), Dorchester on Thames (Whittle et a/
1992) and Maxey (Pryor & French 1985). They have been referred to as *Barford type complexes’ and
are often characterised by having a cursus as a central element, with large rectangular enclosures and
ring ditches. A number of similar sites have been identificd within the Ouse Valley, at Godruanchester
(F. McAvoy pers. comm.), Haddenham (Evans and Hodder 1987), Brampton (Maylim 1990) and
possibly also at Biddenham. A barrow and henge sit¢ has been excavated just to the north of the Ouse
at Goldington and this may be another example (Mustoe 1988). These sites appear to be distributed
fairly evenly along the river valley at intervals of 5-6km, and to have developed over many centuries.

At Octagon Farm the development of the complex appears to follow a pattern similar v that at
Dorchester on Thames, the mortuary enclosures and cursus appear to be primary, and the barrows
secondary, with a similar juxtaposition of barrgws and cursus to that Maxey. The layout of the
complex was constaained by topography, with the monuments sited on higher gravel islands between
palacochannels, This is a similar situation to that found at Stanwick, in the Nene Valley, where the
long barrows occupied almost all of an clongated gravel island. Close by at Irthlingborough several of
the round barrows gained prominence from their location on gravel islands, and this visual factor may
also have influenced the Octagon Farm builders. The detailed layout at Octegon Farm was complex,
with common alignments between the cursus, *paperclip’ enclosure and the large mortuary enclosure
for instance, and with the eardier monuments exercising an influence on the location of later ones.
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Similar monument groups at Dorchester on Thames and Godmanchester appear to have been aligned
to the movements of the sun and moon (Bradley and Chambers 1988).

Although ring ditches cluster in the area of the earlier monuments they also have a much wider
distribution along the valley of the Ouse (Woodward 1986), East of Octagon Farm ring ditches have
been excavated at Willington (Clark 1991; Pinder 1986a; Woodward 1986), and to the west at Mill
TFarm (BCAS in pricp)and Elstew (Baker 1971). Fusther aficld, but still within the Ouse Vallcey,
barrow groups at Harrold (Eagles and Evison 1970), Radwell (Hall and Woodward 1977) and Roxton
(Taylor and Woodward 1985) have been excavated. Within the Bypass, and in addition to Octagon
Farm, ring-ditcheg have been investigated at Village Farm and others are visible as cropmarks at
Bunyan’s Farm. At Eastcotts an isolated inhumation may once have been marked by a mound or ring-
ditch. Recent ¢cvaluation at the Bunyan Centre, Bedford, has added to the corpus of barrow sites (Fell
and Dawson 1995),

The Bypass data has considerable potential to characterise the form of individual monuments, the
scquence of their construction and use, and to investigate the overall organisation and extent of the
complex. In particular this will provide important new data contributing to current cesearch linking
these sites to core atcas of Neolithic scttlement (Thomas 1991), and in assessing their significance in
the context of the socio-economic organisation of lowland communities (Bradley and Holgate 1984).

The continued importance of these monuments into later periods is indicated by the lack of
disturbance they have suffered during the Iron Age and Romano-British periods. This implies that at
the Octagon Farm and Village Farm sites, the barrows were still visible in the landscapce; later field
boundaries at Octagon Farm appcar to respect the barrow sites. The challenge during analysis is to
determine whether this survival resulted from continued use of the monument sites for ritual purposes,
or simply because they were regarded as too substantial to level or remove. At both sites the upper fills
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of the ring ditches contained Iron Age pottery, and a similar situation was recorded by Eagles at
Harrold (Eagles and Evison 1970). However, the form of the Iron Age features in proximity to the
ring ditches, and the composition of assemblages, needs further characterisation to identify the nature
of activity. Although the pits and post-holes at Village Farm and Octagon Farm might represent
settlement, cremations were present on both sites, and deposits of bone and near-complete pottery
vessels indicate possible ritual deposition.

Nealithic settlement

Ncolithic settlement sites are extremely elusive in the Ouse Valley. This has led to an inevitable
concentration of effort and resources in the investigation of the more obvious and spectacular
monuments, It is certain however, that all but the very lowest and wettest parts of the floodplain would
have been utilised by early communities, and extensive fieldwork in valley bottom environments is
beginning to characterise this activity.

At Peartree Farm a single fcature contained ceramics of Neolithic date, in addition to a significant
lithic component. At least one of the sherds came from a Beaker vessel, and the group probably
indicates settlement. Settlement features were also recorded at Manor Farm where a pit containing
early Neolithic Grimston Ware was excavated, and at Bumpy Lane where two large pits were located.
Sherds of latc Neolithic Petetborough ware were found in one, and both contained flint tools and
debitage. The association of these ceramic/lithic groups and the features with domestic settlement is as
yet untested by analysis, but the range of material indicates a varicty of activities, There is clcarly

1 potential to further characterise the material as resulting from temporary hunting or pastoral camps,

| or perhaps Irom more permangnt farming commuynities,

The Stonehenge environs (Richards 1990) and Cranbourne Chase surveys (Barrett ef al 1991)
demonstrate that ceremonial and domestic sites are found in close proximity in Wessex, whereas the
ritual landscapes at Raunds and Yamton/Cassington appear to be devoid of settlement. Both
ceremonial and scitlement features were found on the Bypass, and appeat to be within spatially
distinct areas. This suggests regional variation, and the Bypass study area has good potential to shed
light on this issue.
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The valuc of the Bypass material lies in its potential to begin the characterisation of Ouse Valley
clearance and settlement, Although very little Neolithic settlement has been located within the Nene,
with a few pits containing domestic material at West Cotton arnd Stanwick (Windel et al. 1990),
substantially more has becn recorded for the Thames Valley. A general survey of this material has
been possible and provides a framework within which the Bypass material can be studied (Holgate
1988). More recent excavation and survey at Yarnton/Cassington has highlighted the fragile and
dispersed nature of Neolithic floodplain settlement, and this provides an additional comparison for the
Bypass material,

2.2.5 Bronze Age/early Iron Age 2400 - 700 BC

The gradual change from the monument-dominated landscape of the Neolithic and early Bronze Age
to the settlement-dominated landscape o flater prehistory remains poorly understood... " (EOP, 36)

Little evidence survived from the mid to late Bronze Age, cither for settlement or land use, other than
a single pit at Bunyan’s Farm, containing pottery and parts of a destroyed hearth or oven. This may be
siguificant as an indicator of scttlement, especially in the light of the limited trench excavations on
this site. A single feature within Area lat Bumpy Lane was dated to the late Bronze Age/early Iron
Age and probahly has similar significance.

Evidence may survive for landscape boundaries and enctosure. At Octagon Farm linear ditches
describing a regular rectilinear pattern of fields were laid out, the ditches clcarly cutting the
‘paperclip’ enclosure, but apparently respecting the position of a number of ring-ditches. No dating
cv:dcncc was reooverecl f rom m:avawd socnons At Eastootts lengths ofdm:h were excavated that

featurcs on site; a fcw fragmcnts ofLate Neolltth/BronZe Age flint were recovexed from within them.
Both systems may date to the Bronze Age, representing a similar process of enclosure to that
identified at Stanwick (Neal 1989) and Fengate (Pryor 1991).

-
[

The paucity of evidence for this period reflects a national phenomenon, and attempts ha ve been made

to explain this on the grounds of site recognition (Pryor 1985; Knight 1984) although Hodder (1990)

suggests this may havc functional implications. Enclosed settlement has however been recognised

within the Lower Thames at Mucking and Upper Thames at Marshal’s Hill (Lambrick 1992), while

large areas of enclosure have been excavated within the Neng at Stanwick and Fengate: within the RIO.UQB
Ouse Valley the large coundhouse at Bancroft (Williams t 1994) and the late Bronze Age

structures at Salford are the sum of the evidence. The Bypass evidence may indicate that local forms

are more comunonly dispersed, fragile, and less susceptible to the standard methods of identification

such as geophysical survey and aerial photography.

e el
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All the Bypass sites produced evidence for activity during the Iron Age, although only Eastcotts had
significant evidence for late occupation, Unenclosed settlement was found at Village Faim and Bumpy
Lane, with Peartree Farm, Bunyan’s Farm, Manor Farm, Harrowden and Octagon Farm providing
evidence for boundanes and peripheral areas. At Village Farm pits and post holes were clustered
around the site of two ring ditches (provisionally dated to the Neolithic/Bronze Age) with the
settlement focus probably beyond the limits of excavation. Three cremations, and Iron Age material
within the upper fills of the ring ditches, suggest there may still be some residual ritual significance
attached to the monuments at this time, although the majority of features can be taken %0 represent
settlement. A further indicator of ritual activity might be the pit alignment running tangentialy to one
of the rings, although again these features have usually been interpreted as boundary markers
(Cunliffe 1991). At Bumpy Lane a similar collection of pits and post holes appear to indicate
settlement, but without a clear focus or layout. Here a sequence of enclosures and boundaries indicatc
a complex and possibly episodic development.
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The remaining sites comprisc a variety of evidence. At Pcartree Farm the ditched boundaries describe
a rectilinear field system with scattered settlement which may form part of the Village Farm system,

or be part of a settlement nycleus closer to hand. Although 77% of the ceramics were of early to
middle Iron Age date, a significant proportion indicate activity in the late Jron Age. The exact
relationship of the two groups has yet to be determined.

At Bunyan’s Farm the amount of iron Age material was too limited to conclusively date the
boundaries. At neartly Manor Farm the field system can more confidently be placed in the carly to
middle Iron Age with 18% of the ceramic assemblage suggesting some activity in the later period As
at Peartree Farm the relationship of these two groups has yet to be analysed and it may be possible to

characterise development between the earlier and later Iron Age. At Octagon Farin the scatter of pits
and post-holes, predominantly of early to middle Iron Age date, suggests settlement. However, in
comumon with Village Fann, the proximity to earlier funerary and ceremonial monuments, suggests a
ritual component. This evidence is even more compelling at Octsgon Farm where the crop marks
indicates settlement enclosures some distance to the north.

Latc Iron Age pottery was reoovetedfmm a cbtch and wsldual oontcxts at Harrowden, while a larger
p =g can be identified, but the
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larger part of the ceramic assemblagc 91%, is resndual in contexts of Perxod 9.1 (the first to second
century AD). It seems likely thatthe late Iron Age fabrics continued in use into the early Roman
period when the first enclosures were established, and this has significant implications for the
characterisation of Late Iton Age and early Roman assemblages in this arca.

Until cecently the paucity of excavated evidence for Iron Age settlement and land use in Bedfordshire
had hmdcred the development of regmnnl smdles Flelcl survey by Davtd Hall, in the soulh

settlcment that had been present in earller work (Hall and NlckchOn 1966 1969 Hall and Hutchms
1972). Simco in her survey of the Iron Age in Bedfordshire (1973) was still forced to rely on ceramics
and salvage recorded sites such as Harrold (Eagles and Evison 1970) and Bromham (Tilson 1973).
Since then, on the basis of a wider encavated sample, Knight has been able to review the range of
settlement forms present and offer models for their development and distribution (Knight 1984). He
has been able to demonstrate an approximate 2.5:1 increase of sites from the early to late Iron Age.
This is mirrored in recent work in the Milton Keynes area (Williams 1993, 214), Even within
Knight's study the bias towards Nene Valley sites is striking, and much of the Ouse Valley evidence
used remained that presented by Simco and Hall. As well as the geographical modcls proposed by
Knight, historical models have also been attempted, with the emphasis on integrating the later Iron
Age material into Belgic, and ultimately Roman patterns of influence and expansion, and specifically
in extending the Catuvellsunian ferritorium noith to the Nene (Branigan 1985). These models have
been criticised by Dyer (1976) and Kennet (1977), and more recently by Clark and Dawson
(forthcoming) who emphasis the importance of regional development and patterns of social and
economig¢ relationship over external influence.

Recent excavations on Iron Age sites within the Bedford Area of the Ouse Valley, at Stagsden,
Clapham (Dawson 1988), Gold Lane Biddenham, Mill Farm, Riverside Meadows and Warren Villas
is complemented by work undertaken upstream in the Milton Keynes area at Westbury (fvens er a/
1995), Pennylands (Williains et al 1994), Bancroft (Williams and Zeepval 1994), Wavendon Gate
(Williams forthcoming), and Caldecote (Zeepvat et al 1994), and downstream at Little Paxton (Jones
and Ferris 1993). Despite the large number of recently investigated and published sites the Bypass
represents the most intensively excavated area with the best potential for reconstructing patterns of
landscape development. A number of themes can be addressed which are directly relevant to the
academic priorities for the period as expressed in EOP.

¢ The relationship of Iron Age settlement and activity to the Neolithic/Bronze Age ceremonial
landscape with particular emphasis on continuity of place in ritual and ceremonial observange.
At both Village Farm and Octagon Farm and to a lesser extent at Eastcotts this relationship can
be demonstrated but remains unexplained.
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»  The location and distribution of early Iron Age settlement in relation to later Iron Age and -y
Romano-British settlement. This involves the closer definition of how these periods are
represented in the artefactual record and in particular by ceramics. The majority of sites are dated
by ceramics to the early-mid Iron Age, with fate pre Belgic material conspicuously absent and
Gallo-Belgic material rare, except at Eastcotts where it is largely found in association with early
Romano-British material The evidence suggests either that setilement density declines (in
opposition to Knight's model), in which case a search for environmental or other determinants

should be made, or that the earlier ceramic traditions were more long-lived and conservative than J
so far appreciated

o The economic basis for, and form of. valley bottom settlement and land use, Can patterns be

identified, and how do these compare with settlements on the valley sides and within the clay
vales? In particular ecofactual matcrial and the form of settlement may suggest a pastoral bias (as
at Bumpy Lane), possibly transhumic and perhaps related to settlement on the higher and drier
valley sides. Recent evidence from Yarnton/Cassington and Farmoor (Lambrick and
Robinson1979) suggests an early Iron Age rise in water tables causing abandonment of the lower
lying sites in favour of the higher gravel terraces, with re<occupation of the floodplain during the
middle Iron Age, primarily for sammer grazing shielings of Farmoor type (Hey 1993). Although
the details of chronology may be different within the Quse Valley in terms of hydrological
changes it should be possible to identify similar developments and responses.

e The form and impact of 'Belgic ' influence and local respanse in the Later Iron Age. How are
Belgic assemblages defined and what is their significance in characterising contact? What does
the evidence imply for the economic, social, and political position of the Quse Valley in relation
to surrounding regions,
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e The relationship of Late Iron Age settiemeni to Romano-British settlement. At no silc can direci
continuity between the Iron Age and the Romano-British period be demonstrated Some re-use of
field boundaries may occur at Bumpy Lane, and at Eastootts the relationship between the Late
Iron Age and Early Romano-British material requires further work. On all other sites where both
prriods are represented it is possible (v posit episodic rather (wn continuous occupativn., In the
light of sites such as Stagsden and Bromham where continuity can be demonstrated, what might
be the determinants controlling these processes?

E.u Romano British AD 43 - 410 3 Nt o~ EDP f“‘”’h

Evidence for Romano-British activity came principally from two sites, Peartree Farm and Eastcotts,
both the subject of large scale open area excavation. Other sites also produced Romano-British
material. At Harrowden a complex of enclosures similar to that at Eastcotts was revealed dwing
trench emvaﬁon and to the north west at Bumpy Lane parts of a chtch systzm were cxcavated
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Octagon Farm desptte arly, mnddle or late Iron Agc acuv:ty onall four snes, and crop marks of
similar form to Peartree Farm just to the north of the Bunyan’s Farm trenches. The lack of evidence

from these sites is important in setting the context for the distribution of Roman settlement and its
relationship to earlier settlements.

It is increasingly clear that a wide varicty of settlement types exist within the Romano-Bitish
countryside (Hingley 1989). Crop marks within the Ouse Valley indicate a similarly diverse picture,
with scttlcments varying from singlc farmsteads through a range of nucleated forms, representing
hamlet and perhaps villages, and reflecting functional diversity. Both Peartree Farm and Eastcotts
are typical of the two major types of non-villa settlement common to the area. The first settlement
type, at Peartree Farm, can be termed agglomerated, and comprises a settlement core surrounded by
infield enclosures and extensive outfield systems, with a stretch of drove or trackway providing the
focus. These sites are located across the valley at regular intervals but appesr isolated from each other
by woodland, open pasture or scrub, The second group, represented at Eastcotts, can be classed as
linear, with rectilinear enclosures arranged parallel to a watercourse, Other examples have been
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cxcavated at Warren Villas in the Ivel Valley and Little Paxton in the Quse above St. Ncots. Linear
settlement might also be aligned along routeways, evident in crop marks near Willington (Simco
1984, 65).

In order to understand how the sites relate to each other within the landscape it is necessary to
undertake detailed survey; there is a wealth of evidence for Roman rural settlement in the north
Bedfordshire area. Taylor has quoted a density of onc sctilcment per 0.4 or 0.5 square kilometres
(Taylor and Woodward 1983). This picture has been confirmed by Simco for Bedfordshirc as a whole,
highlighting the concentration of sites within the Ouse Valley (Simco 1985). This database has been
considerably expanded in recent years, largely through rescue excavation, with sites investigated at
Stagsden, Kempston, Ibbotsficld, Sandy, Warren Villas, and Mill Farm. The Bypass material
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complements and extends this work, and the large scale of the investigations at Eastcotts and Peartree
Farm can provide detailed evidence on the form and function of settlement towards establishing
models for economic development and social organisation,

Non villa rural settlement

Non v1lls rural settlements have recewed lmle atwntlon in comparlson with sites of higher swatus.
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begmnmg to redress the balancc but nauonally wherc rescarch and conservation pnonues have been
targeted towards villa and urban settlements despite calls for a more balanced agenda (Hingley 1989,
1991a and 1991b). Non villa settlements form thc most numerous component within the settlement
hierarchy.

The high quality of the evidence from Peartree Farm and Eastcotts, supported by that from Harrowden
and Bumpy Lane wnll allow a nmnbcr of themes to be addressed among the mote nmportant bemg the

(Jones 1989 Fulford 1990) Analysns of the form and dcvelopmcnt of thc sites can 1llustrate processes
of social organisation, especially in relation to the size of the settlement and in the desails of the
subdivision of space and enclosures (Hingley 1991). Together these can provide indicators of the place
of thc sitcs within ovorall sctticment hicrarchics. Additional cvidence is provided for the range of
functions present and the relative affluence indicated by the material assemblages.

Peartree Farm appears %0 be the site of a single facustead surrouaded by infield enclosures similar to
other crop mark sites within the Quse and Ivel Valleys. It bears a superficial resemblance to the only
other extensively excavated, but only summanly published, example at Odell (Dix 1981). Peartree
Farm was occupied from the second century (primary fills within one of the major ditches dating feom
the mid-late second), continued in use into the fourth with evidence for re-occupation or continuous
use into the fifth, This latest phase of activity is currently confused with early Saxon occupasion and
will require further definition dunng analysis. Three phases of development can be seen within the
Roman period but the main framework of enclosures remained essentially unchanged until
abandonment. The material culture suggests largely domestic activity, with little indication of craft or
industry. Ecoflacts provide evidence for arable crop production and processing and for animal
husbandry, indicating a mixed economy. The majority of pottery types are local with only 20% of the
assemblage imported (both national and continental wares). This figurc does not include an
exceptional depasit, comprising 91 % of the total samian assemblage and 87% of the glass. This had
been placed (or dumped) in the basal fills of one of the main ditches defiaing the Limits of the
enclosure and may rcpresent some form of ritual or marker deposit (see Hingley 1990 for a discussion
of ritual in boundacy definition). Other evidence for ritual came from two inhumations, an infant
burial in association with a possible building cartying particular significance (Scott 1991).

At Easteotts the linear settlement extendsd for some 420m parallel with the Elstow Brook to the
south. Three phases of development indicate a first century foundation, and migration westwards
through the second to fourth centuries. This movement may reflect changing hydrological patteras in
the later Roman period, also witnessed at Warren Villas and Bromham. The artefactual assemblages
at Eastcotts indicate a wider range of activities than at Peartree, including iron and copper working,
and pottery production, but remains overwhelmingly domestic in character. Pottery imports reflect a
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similar picture to that at Peartree Farm with 85% of the assemblage being oflocal origin. The
evidence for social organisation at Eastcotts has still to be examined and although domestic foci can
be located, few buildings were preserved, and quantification in terms of numbers of dwellings or the

organisation of compounds will be difficult. The siz¢ of the settlement and the range of activities
present suggests Easteotts not only represents a larger settlement than that at Peartree Farm, possibly
a loose nucleation of farms, but a settlement of diff crent character, both the ceramic and non ceramic
asscmblages support this contention, indicating a greater range of activities at Eastcotts.

The origin of both scttlements appears to be finnly within the Romano-British period, and Peartree
Farm may have been established as late as the mid-late second century. At Eastcotts a small namber of
Belgic Iron Age features were present but did not define any substantive settlement. Nevertheless, the

presence in Period 9.1 (of the Roman period) of 92% of the late Iron Age pottery is highly significant.
Found in association with late first century material it is clearly the case that the dating of both
Romano-British wares and latc Iron Age wares will require further analysis. In the absence of imports
to signify a high status ‘Belgic’ site it seems more likely that the Late Iron Age tradition continued
into the carly Roman period. This has great significance for the dating of other late Iron Age and
Romano-British sites and for the charactensation of the region in general. It has already been possible
to suggcst the presence of a COnservauve tmdmon in pouery of the carly to mlddle Iron Age (see

2.2.8 Saxon and Medieval AD 410 - 1500
¥ [ W .
The end of Roman Britain (CE’P " &kﬂg%% n.Q (»J“-b mnd M
<D

“The nature of the Roman decline in the Province of B itain is not well understood. Neither is the

influx and settlement of immigrants from across the North Sea. This is a period that has lefi
SJrustratingly few and fragile traces, yet is important for,.b.the interaction be hhabitants
and incomers in the east and south.y.and the development of a feudal system” (EOP, 36)
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Evidence for Saxon period activity came from Peartree Farm (carly Saxon), Village Farm/Medbury
Lane (carly and middle Saxon) and Manor Farm (middle Saxon).

Al Village Farm (and also Medbury Lanc) extensive evidence for settlement was recovered from
buildings, refuse pits and wells. These indicate a newly founded settlement, with no evidence for
Roman activity on the site. At Peartree Farm all the Saxon material (71 sherds of pottery) was
tecovered from pits dug through the enclosure ditches of the Roman farmstead This may indicate re-
occupation and some continuity in the organisation of space, especially as the final phase of Roman
activity, Period 9.3, comprises a collection of poorly dated enclosures that cut across parts of an earlier
systems and which might be of early Saxon date. At Manor Farm large pits backfilled with domestic
refuse indicate settiement, although the restrictions of trench excavation prevented funher
investigation.

The Bypass evidence must be measured against the small number of Saxon sites which have been
identified within the Bedford Area and indeed nationally. Excavations along the line of the Southern
Onbital Sewer in Kempston (SOS1 and SOS2) reveakd evidence for late Roman/Early Saxon activity
on the site of a villa, with nearby sixth century burials. The Newnham Marina villa produced sherds
of fifth to sixth century pottery (Wingfield forthcoming) and at Elstow early Saxon cremations were
found beneath the Abbey with the occurrence of Maxey type wares suggesting middle Saxon
antecedents to the later Abbey foundation. On the Roman site at Mill Farmn, Cardington, a ring ditch
encloscd a burial dated by C14 to the Saxon period. In the Ivel Valley evidence for activity throughout
the Saxon period has been recorded at Stratton near Biggleswade, and for the early Saxon period at
Warren Villas. The town of Bedford itself is a probable middle Saxon foundation with considerable
evidence for occupation within the northern burgh.

In general the Bedfordshire evidence, and that recovered from the Bypass excavations, reflects
traditional theories concerning the development of Saxon settlement (Bilikowska 1980, Wingfield
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forthcoming). Sparse early settlement is concentraled on the lighter soils of the river valleys. Lack of
compctition resulting from a decline in population may have been a major factor in making available
sites on the better soils (Rowley 1978, 101), often with an ambiguous relationship to Roman

settlement sites, and difficult to untangle from relict British communities. There is a great deal of shift
and movement in choice of site through the fifth to seventh centuries with increasing evidence for
expansion onto the heavier claylands. In the later Saxon period evidence points to the development of
recognisable medieval forms in settlement type and economic and social organisation. The Bypass
evidence provides the opportunity to contribute to a number of themes, notably the importance of
topographical dcterminants in location of early Saxon settlement. Blair (1994) has observed that early .
Saxon settlement in Oxfordshire favours locations above the 30m contour and this appears to be

Clearly defined late Saxon activity is absent across the Bypass (see table 1). There is however, some
evidence of overlap between the middle Saxon wares (Maxey types), and the Saxo-Nonman wares
(Stamlord and St. Neots types). The potential to demonstrate continuity between early, middle and
later Saxon settlement is best at Village Farm, and work here will make an important contribution to

the definition of Saxon assemblages. W '_)UL \ /1 q
The development of settlement and land use E&BP {Lﬁaﬂd J

“Late Saxon origins have been demonstrated for many towns and villages in southern England.
Major reorganisation of the cultivated landscape may aiso have occurred in this period; studies in its

Jield systems, crops and husbandry are likely to continue to produce results” (EOP, 37) — goh e J’
Understanding the factors behind the development of medieval rural settlement and its apparcm f L VLL j
diversity is a research objective of national impartance (EOP, 37-39). The majority of medieval

remains survived in the form of remnant ridge and furrow indicating cultivation, although two sites,
Village Farm and Harrowden, have produced evidence for settlement, At Village Farm, occupation,
including buildings, yards, pit groups and evidence for agriculture and craft demonstrates a complex
origin in the Saxon period and continuous settlement from the 11th centuty to at least the fiReenth
century. Later documentary sources show the site within the open ficlds, with the main nucleated
settlement some distance to the north, centred on the site of the Abbey. At Harrowden, although

Saxon origins are suggested by the place name, the area of earthworks sampled contained evidence for
occupation only from the 11th to 15th centuries. This continued in places into the post medieval
period with a gradual decline and shift in settlement towards the present day pattern,

Both sites have great potential to address aspects of the development of medieval rural settlement.
Excavation and research in the Bedford area has concentrated principally on ecclesiastical and urban
sites; Elstow Abbey, Newnham Priory and vatious excavations close to the castle in Bedford. Only
rccently have excavations at the deserted settlement of Stratton begun to redress the balance. Rural
setllcmcnt has prewously bocn studied lnrgely through documentaty research and ﬁeld sutvey of

mvnsnble evxdcnoc for oomplex sequences of dcvclopmem and for prevnously unlmown sntcs that
excavation, and the Bypass sites in particular can provide, At Village Farnn, as for peeceding periods,
the evidence is especially significant for the development of the landscape in the parish Elstow.

Elstow r&wﬁ o v
paitffermat : b
“‘Medieval rural seitlementbatterns are the key to understanding the ecc?pé al and political e ogtas

structures ofrural England, émd in extending our knowledge of changa. {..The factors behind these and
processes are niot clearly undersiood, though both environmental and social circumstances are #hought to o Jﬂ-ﬂ'.
have had some influense. The medieval period cannot be studied without taking into account the preceding .

Romano-British and prehistoric settlement patterns” (EOP, 39)
Pesranhh wvr T (»("r\ganﬂ hai
The Village of Elstow lies just to the north of the Bypass and clusters around the extant cuins of the Abbey,  au/

with liftle modem developmeny having teleen place. Peartree Farm, Village Farmn, Bunyan's Farm and ﬁl
Manor Farm all lie within the parish, and additional excavatian has been carried out at Elstow Abbey (Baler
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1971; Fell and Dawson 1995 ), and just to the south within the boundaries of Peartree Farm (Woodward
1976). Excavated evidence has been cecovered from the Neolithic onwards, with particularly good data for
the medncval pemd With thxs wealth of ewdmwc the pansh of Elstow foms an unportant microcosm of the

Fin Harfy

= articular 1y
mterestmg i$ thc rclatlonshlp of Saxon to mcdleval settlement w1lh the evxdence suggesting a
complex pattern of shifting settlement site. Work on Saxon and medieval sites in Milton Keynes has
demonstrated the independence of early and middle Saxon settlement from the patterp established
later in the ninth and tenth centuries, in which the origins of the fully developed medieval villages can
be scen (Williams 1993, 216). The ¢vidence from Village Farm suggests a more complex pattern of
development, with later medieval settlement recorded at some distance from the modem core and
suggesting polyfocal or dispersed settlement forms into this late period. Taylor has shown from

detailed study at Whiteparish (1967) and Whittlesford (198Y), and in more general surveys (1978;
1992) how complex the origins of medieval scttlement can be, and research into this has been

highlighted as of prime importance by English Heritage OP 39). t - ~

L\;’ﬁ"’ Transitiong] periods of 23 v ¥ sabtumex - buk: 4orum
: whdado

M o ] rutuod and fbr the later prehistoric and historic periods, offer .
+  opportunities to study aspects of continuity and change by co-ordinated examination of setflement, MVA_QNH
o JSunerary, ceremonial, economic and environmental evidence ﬁ)r the relevant periods within defined . alq

"W&h areas” lA‘

(POP 35). v
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" The follomng acacﬁ' 1¢ objectives as cular interest in the original Project —
Design; m

settlement dominated landscape.

®  Hriton into Roman, the identification of native settlements and the degree of change undergone frum
by the communities throughout the Roman period, including recognisable changes in their
agricultural base.

® The decline of the Roman Empire, with the identification of post-Roman setflement or activity.

The development of medieval settiement and its relationship with earlier activity.

Aspects of all the above have been touched on in the period based summary and studies of transition
and change have been highlighted as of key importance by English Heritage (EOP 1991, 35.36).

.~ Communal monuments into settlement and field landscapes

The gradual replacement of the ceremonial landscape by boundaries and settlement features can be
demonstrated as occurring from the around the middle Bronze Age and evidence for this process can
be seen at Village Farm, Eastcotts and Octagon Farm. Significantly, at both Village Farm and
Octagon Farm the changes appear to date from the Iron Age, while it may be possible to see
boundaries of later Neolithic/early Bronze Age date at Eastcotts, Change can be expected to occur at
different times between tegions, and perhaps even on a more local level, and the Bypass evidence will
provide an interesting model for comparison with other regions.

Briton into Roman

Superﬂcnally there i is little ewdenoe from the Bypass sites for the early transition of Briton to Roman. ”
is in itself is an i n and needs to be investigated, especially in the light of ..

observations elsewhere that indicate a high level of continuity in settlement and land use (EOP 1991,

36). A good deal of evidence exists for early to middle Iron Age activity, and if Knight's model of

inceeased density of settlement into the late Iron Age is accurate, then we should expect to find at l¢ast

double the number of sites in comparison with the earlier period (Knight 1984). Late Iron Age

material, defined by the occurrence of Gallo-Belgic wares, although present in small quantities on

nearly all the sites, was only present in significant numbers at Eastcotts, and here only within features
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dated to the carly Roman period Clearly a strong native ceramic (radition survived into the later first
centwry AD. No late Iron Age occupation sites were identified. Explanations need (0 be sought for this
hiatus, as settlement is certainly resumed in the Roman period, and these may involve environmental
determinants, such as a rapid increase in flooding of the lower lying land (possibly indicated by
Roman features cutling alluvium at Kempston) or by more difficult to determine socio-economic
factors. A switch to a predominantly pastoral regime might be cxpected to impact upon the density of
settlement, and at Iron Agg sites such as Bumpy Lanc we can perhaps identify the origins of such a
process in the form of enclosures and predominance of cattle bones. Even more difficult to identify are
the political forces acting on the area during the later Iron Age. The boundary to the Camvelaunian
territorium has been suggestod as running down the watershed between the Nene and Ouse
(Branmigan 1985) and certainly coins and potiery suggest the areas to be peripheral to the core. The
identification of core and peripheral areas is extremely useful in characterising regional differences in
settlement and land use types (Cunliffe 1991) and it might be that the Quse Valley at this point
repeesented one of these peripherat areas, perhaps affecting the density of sctticment.

If the origins of the ‘Romanisation’ of the native community are difficult to identify, they can be
studied in fully fledged form at the settlements of Peartree Fatm and Eastcotts. However, both
settlements appear to be within the tradision of native Iron Age types, there being no cvidence for
elaborate building forms or for high status cultutal asscmblages (the Peartrec Farm Samian and glass

deposit can be understood as a ritual phenomenon). Changes from the Tater Iron Age certainly
occurred, not least in the location of settlement, and further study will be extremely useful in
characterising the extent of native or ‘foreign’ influences at these sitcs.

The Romano-British landscape of the Quse Valley is dominated by non villa settlement and
significantly lacks villas constructed on a grand scale, although stone buildings of villa type have been
located at Kempston and Newnham Marina, and Simco (1985) suggests a number of other possible
sitcs. Again this part of the Ouse Valley, as perhaps during the Iron Age, may be peripheral to the full
effect of changes visible clscwhere.

The early medieval period
Rare early Saxon settlement was tecovered at Village Farin, spreading some considerable distance to

the south at Mcdbury Lane. This appears to have becn a new foundation on a site unoccupied dunng
the Roman penod Oncc abandoned in thc fourth tury there was no rc-occupanon of the Romano-

at Cardmgton Cross, Harmwden or Bumpy Lanc Recent excavatlons at Kcmpston however Suggest
re-use of the villa buildings during the early Saxon period, and cvidence for some continuity was also
uncovered at Peartree Farm. Early Saxon pottery was found within pits cutting the silted up boundary
ditches of the Romano-British farmstead, and this may be associated with the final phase of enclosurcs
on the site. Clearly the pattern of carly Saxon settlement is variable and potential exists to characterise
this, and the relationship between native inhabitants and newoomers.

Middie and later Saxon occupation was recovered at Village Farm/Medbury Lane and Manor Farm
and these sites have the potential to contribute to studies concerning the development of later
medieval setilement and land use.
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Patterns of industry and craftsmanship

: A themic with great potential value: [or all periods is to explore: further the pui-

! terna of indusiry and crafismanship. The development and distribution of techne-
' logical expertiae and practiee in the production of artefacts is crucial for our

i understanding of many napects of society fiom the Bronzc Age onwards. The

: theme: could be ndvaneed in & number of ways but most particularly by pro jecs

| which address the: following problem areus:

i) The seurccs, munulacture and distribution of stonc antifacts remain poorly
undersiood, whesther these are the cutting teols of prehistory, such as axes and
/A knives, or grindingimplements such as honcsand querns. There is a need bor
N the identilication and selective investigalion of mine and quany sites,
tagcther with their associale.d working aceas.

N ii) There is a requin:maent for surveys and excavalion of sclected extraction
A sites of raw materials particularly copper, goid, iron, lead and tin mining.

i) Analysis of the contrast between urban and rural industrial sites through
s=cavatinn winld alea heln Lo recosnise spatial variations and paticrns in the

distribution of industry, Much atiention has aleeady been given most usefully
1o centres of ceramic production linked with provenance studica and lor the
medieval and post medicval periods in particular it wonld be profitable to con-
centratc on other processes, such as the tanning and working of leather, cop-
per alloy trades, both kwnding and similar ndustries, cloth industrics,
panicularly dyecing and fulling, and horm-working sitcs ifuny canbe found.

R

iv}) Further study of waste and process material from industrial sites is
U ﬁ necded to determine cmfl procedures. Our knewledge of medieval leather
working has recently increased considerably as a result of the study of waste:
' Iroes peoduction sitea and similar progress could be madc clsewhere, A
possible puoject would he a cemplete study of medicval moulds for metal
working.
v} Objects, panicularly (hwse which are non ¢ceramic, from previous cxcava-
1ions or in musenma, nced o be examined to determine whether aspecta of
N A craftamanship and mamilaciure deduced fom a aldy of the finishied ub jout
can indicate dircctions for further research through cxcavation or analysis,
Projects might sumple groups of stone, hom, copper ulloy, cloth, wood or
bone, questioning the nature of the technical process involved in their produc-
ton.

A vi)' Sleie:r:livc investigation of dacumented industrial sites 1o compare the ap-
N plication of nerw technologica with the: histrical records of innovation and aon.
lemporary Lechnical liternture may also be worthwhile,

vii) Theee is n need o refate the evidence from the extraction and manuflac.

Nﬁr llnrp ofbuilding materinls 10 that derived from excavations and \he archaco-
) logcul study of builtfingx.

-F-----




2.2.10 Non period based themes

A number of general topics can be addressed, suggested by the original project aims, and with
reference %o material crossing chronological boundaries.

EA; econgmm o “ Lt}”] Emo p. 2

i it great pottitial value for all periods is'to explore further the pattern of industry and
! < crafismanship” (FOP, 42) {

There is no doubt that for all the sites investigated, (except perhaps fot the earlier prehistoric),

l agricnlture formed the dominant economic activity, supplemented by small scale craft and industrial
activity. The form and development of agricultural production, processing, and consumption is central
to any understanding of economy and can be studied on a number of sites, through analysis of plant
macrofossils, animal bone, the form and layout of settlements and boundaty systems, Compatison of

l the diversity between settlements and between chronological periods will help identify trends in
agricultural activity which can be tested against models suggested by Knight (1984) for the Iron Age,
and Fulford (1990) for the Roman period. Potential also exists to identify treads in the balance

' between arable and pastoral regimes, and in the extent to which communities may have moved away
from subsistence production towards some element of market oriented production during the Roman
period. Evidence for contact, trade and exchange within the locale, region, and beyond will be sought

' in the artefactual record to complement this enquiry.

The study of agricultural activity also requires investigation into the nature of the communitics, their
orgamsanon and thcnr mtcrrelanonshlps, both local and rcglonal Potcntlal exists at Pcartree Farm,

in rclauon to 1ts socnal significance. For the Roman penod especxally, these sites rcprescm classic
examples of common types known throughout the Ouse Valley from crop marks, but otherwise little
i l investigated. The Bypass project provides the first opportunity to fully characterise these types of site
and to begin to develop patterns of organisation and relationship in the landscape.

Although the evidence recovered from Bypass sites indicates primarnily agricultural activities, some evidence
I for craft and small scale industrial activity was also recorded. The importance of these activities to

communities, mm&nggoodsfauscorfwuade/achangcmuanotbcundﬂmimmatandmmrﬁ

{ the evidence for pottery production at Eastcotis requires further analysis. Fulford and Huddleston (199

% . insistent that ‘gu;amwtalfmmemfomauonmeypmdeabomdwwumandmngpofwmmmry
g vessels”, m with iw independent dating, has significance for site specific investigations info
{) ecmottly,batalsomuaangrelatlomhlpsbetweenBypassmesandwﬂh sites further afield. Kilns have
da -
ol

cecently been excavated at Warren Villas and Stagsden, and the kiln complex just to the north-west of
Eastootts atMile Road is now the subject of doctoral research,

Ritual and ceremony

The study of the ritual component within past human societies is cnmplicartad by difficulties encamtered in
the recognition of significant data (Barrett 1993). Quite sitaply, we cannot see it because we may not be able
to understand it. For the Neolithic and late Bronae Age period at Octagon F arm, Village Farm and Fastootts
thereis less of a problem as the monurments supply a context for investigations and provide gpportumisics o
study spatial and chronological relationships. Aerial and field survey along the length of the Ouse provides a
good landscape database within which 10 coasider similar themes, and within which to contrast groups of
moauments (Gseen 1974, Woodward 1978, Maylim forthcoming). The ritual and communal landscapes of
the earlier prehistoric give way gradually to agricultural and settlement forms, and ritual becomes less

and ditches, Evidence for burial was recoverad from Peartree Farm, Village Farm, Bumpy Lane Eastootts
and Octagon Fam with both cremations and inhumation represented. Although the remains were few and
isolated the aature of the rites used and the spatial distnbution ofburial in relation to settiement and other
features can afford an insight ino social and religjous systems. A good examplie of this is the child turial at
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Peartree Farm, Eleanor Scott having argued for a concordance of such butials with agricultural features and
buildings, and that behind this may lie the control of aspects of the agricultural domain by women through {
manipulation of symbols and actualities of fersility and reproduction (Scott 1991). Special deposition of
objects can be scen from the Iron Age and Raman pen ods at Peartree Farm, Village Farm and Easteotts.
Whole or part animal carcagses were found within pits, boundary ditches and ring ditches and further
analysis may ndicate further deposits and patsering within the landscape. Other objects were also placed in
the ground, with whole pots placed as possible boundary deposits at Peartree Farm and Eastcotts (Hingley
1990). Although an increasing awarensss of these types of deposit has prompted current research (Gwilt,
Durham University) it is still lilely that a great deal of everyday ritual goes unnoticed simply because we do
not make the connections between objects (Thomas 1994, 75). At the larger area-excavaled sites the
potential exists to rapidly scan assemblages for significant associations within single and combined data sets

and for ;recurming patterns to be identified

2.3 Landscape development

Afterassessment of the fieldwork data, and from a provistonal scan of work undertaken elsewhere in
the vicinity a model can tentatively be peoposed for the development of settlement and land use in the
area. This can be summarised chronologically:

Neolithic to late Bronze Age

¢  Partial tree clearance close to settlement and around ceremoral areas.

e Settlement and funerary/ceremonial activity on the higher and dricr arcas of the floodplain and
first terrace.

¢ Possibly widespread but sparse domestic occupation, consisting of short-lived, perhaps
chronologically distinct foci, spatially separate domestic and ceremonial sites.

Later Prehistoric

¢ Development of more sedentary scttlements and enclosure, possibly from the late Bronze Age but
most evideat from the carly Iron Age.
Mixed arable pastoral farming but also evidence for specialist pastoral farrus.
Possible abandoament of the floodplain for settlement in the later Iron Age, perhaps resulting
from increases in the water table.

Romano-British

* Reoccupation of the floodplain.

¢ Continuation of late Iron Age ceramic and agricultural traditions into the early Roman period
with a decline of this influence visible in ceramics from the second century.
Expansion of arable and intensification of settlement.
Increased diversity in activities.

¢ Rapid alluviation in later Roman period leading to settlement abandonment.

Saxon

= Low insensity occupation of higher land.

+ Less intensive land management,

« Shifting settlement patterns throughout the early and middle Saxon period.

Late Saxon to medieval
e Possible shift of settlement towards area of later medieval settlement

e Uscof lower lying areas for grazing and hay meadow, with intensification of arable on higher
areas of first terrace
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"3. UPDATED AIMS AND OBJECTIVE

The following four major themes can be addressed during analysis, Within each of these a numbcer of
more specific issues have been highlighted where the Bypass evidence is of particular quality. The
potential of each sitc 1o address these issucs is tabulated as no potential (-) moderate (%), good (&%) or
high (Fek).

3.1 Settiement and land use

To characterise and formulate models for the development of scttlement and land use from the early

prehistoric to the medieval periods. Comparisons can be drawn with other areas and an important
poiritstion to th = on repional differentiation can be nade

TPV UTBF MATTEL [HA TECTUOF O TML BB
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Neolithic and early Bronze Age P k) k| kk | ok :* ; * L - -
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Non-villa Romano-British ELilE T * TR K Ak . ST
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3.2 Economy
To investigate the form, development and the relative importance of different economic strategies
through time with particular reference to agriculture, craft, tradc and exchange.
Table 3 Summary af potential; economy
"PT___ VF (BF ' MA | BL |HA |E_ OF lcCC | ML T ER
Wider socio-economic relationships ;| WX | A% ; x * x x %k & Tk [ % -
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3.3 Environment

To attempt the reconstruction of the natural environment; including palaeotopography, alluviation and
the plant/animal ecosystems. Particular emphasis will be placed on investigating anthropogenic

factors in environmental change and in identifying the inter-relationship of communities and their
environments and their exploitation of natural resources through time.

Table 4 Sutnmary of potential; environment

Two subsidiary stands of investigation with particular relevance to all the above major themes can
also be addressed.

3.4 Processes of change

The investigation of patterns of continuily and discontinuity in settlement, society, cultural identity,
technology, economic strategy, land use and landscape change. These will be studied chronologically
and spatially within individual settlements, and between settlements in the study area, and compared

Palaeotopography TAK T e T Rk Aok ETTTRR T RE T wke |
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anvironment Lo i : : [

with evidence elsewhere, regionally and nationally. In addition the identification and investigation of
transitional periods is of great significance, with spccial emphasis on the transformation from
communal monuments to scttlement and boundary forms in the Bronze Age/Iron Age, from Roman to
Britain, the relationship of later Roman to Saxon settlement and the development of medieval
settlement and land-usc forms.

Table 5 Summoary of potential; processes of change
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