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2 Project background and personnel 

Background 

This study was commissioned by Kellogg Brown and Root in connection with the 
proposed A46 Newark-Widmerpool (Notts.) Improvement. Fieldwork at 
Margidunum, carried out in April-December 2003, revealed the presence of a 
substantial villa-style building west orthe roundabout. In the light of this discovery, 
and with the recognition that the fieldwork in question was just the most recent 
episode in a long series of intermittent investigations by various parties over 100 
years, the need for a work of synthesis was clear. This report provides three main 
resources. First, a summary and synthesis of the results of all the previous 
archaeological investigations that have been carried out on the site. Second, an 
assessment of the significance of the results in the light of current knowledge of 
Roman villas and Roman small towns and their environs in Britain. Third, a predictive 
mode.l against which the likely impact of any proposed works can be assessed. 

Personnel 

Authors: Ruth Leary and Steve Baker 

Editors: D. Knight, G.Kinsley 

External consultant: Professor Roger Wi!son, University of Nottingham 

Illustrations: S. Baker, R. Leary and as acknowledged. 
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3 Summary 
For around 1 00 years archaeological investigations have been carried out in and 

around (he Roman "small town" of Margidunum, principally by Felix Oswald and 

Malcolm Todd (see Gazetteer). The proposed dualling of the A46 between Newark 

and Widmerpool by the Highways Agency has led to their commissioning of an 

extensive programme of archaeological assessment and investigations along the route 

which has greatly enhanced the data set. The present docwnent provides a synthesis 

of all work in and around Margidunum based on an SMR search, published 

excavations and unpublished developer reports; these last were prepared as part of the 

Highways Agency programme of works and provided by them. Data from additional 

unpublished reports by TP AV for other bodies, particularly Crown Estate at Bingham, 

have also been incorporated. 

The results of this research are presented in t1gs 1-2 and in more detail where 

appropriate in fig. 3-6. A gazetteer of the all the investigations is supplied and plans 
of their locations and of the major features which they revealed are included. 

The main results of the major works at the "small town" and villa are discussed, and 

evidence relating to the immediate hinterland is presented graphically. Extensive 

comparanda for the morphology of the (own, villa and landscape are presented, and on 

this basis a predictive model is described. This takes the form of a series of plans 

showing zones where different kinds of archaeological evidence might be anticipated. 

All the dating in this report relics on published dating only, much of which needs to 

be reassessed in the light of more recent research into the chronology of Romano

British pottery. 

3.1 Summary of characteristics of Margidunum villa/town landscape 

• A scatter of hand-made pottery and a group of Iron Age sherds from a layer 

excavated to the south of the town indicates pre·Roman Iron Age activity of an 

uncertain character. 
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• Geophysical anomalies to the north of the villa compound may indicate 

settlement of pre-Roman Iron Age or earlier Roman date. 

• A mid-tlrst century fort may have been situated to the north of the defended 

area and artefacts such as military metalwork and tine pottery suggest a 

military or official origin for the site . Activities included smithing and 

probably pottery manufacture. Early buildings were of timber. 

• Roadside urban settlement has been defined along the Fosse Way and up the 

A6097 extending some 800m from the town centre and some 200m from the 

road (Fig. I). 
• The dated pottery indicates a similar spread of activity throughout the Roman 

period. 

• The roadside settlement is characterised by ditched enclosures surrounding 

rectilinear buildings with stone footings associated; these are associated with 

domestic and industrial features such as hearths, pits, wells and workshops 

(Fig. 3). 

• Groups of simple strip buildings with stone footings were also found,. set side 

by side al right angles 10 the road (Fig. 3). 

• First-century timber buildings were replaced in the second century by stone

footed buildings (Fig. 6). 

• There is evidence of elaborate mid-first century buildings with stone pilasters, 

window arches and glazed windows, in the fonn of stratified Hnds of plaster 

fragments, window glass and worked stone items. 

• More elaborate stone buildings with concrete floors were sited slightly back 

from the roadside. Some of these had window glass, painted wall plaster and 

one had under-floor heating (Fig. 4). 

• From a careful review of the excavated evidence, it has been possible to 

suggest widespread occupation in the town during the 3'd and 4th centuries 

(contra Todd 1969), although a reassessment of the pottery dating is overdue. 

• A ritual focus is suggested in the eastern corner of the (own and portable 

votive items suggest household shrines. Possible ritual deposits of animal 

bone have been identified (Fig. 3 L, M and N and fig. 5). 

• Defences comprising ditches and a rampart were added, possibly in the late 

second century or early third with a stone wall and further ditches added later. 

5 
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The defences surrounded only the centre of the town and houses were 

demolished to make way li)r it. Occupation continued outside the detenc"s. 

• Evidence for inhumation and cremation cemeteries have been identified and a 

human jawbone from the compound ditch suggest that human burials may also 

have taken place at the rcar of the domestic compounds (Fig. 5). 
• Geophysical anomalies and associated fiddwalked brick, roof and hypocaust 

tile, opus signinum (Roman concrete), possible tesserae and roof slates 

indicate a large villa compound; this comprised a courtyard and at least one 

domestic range with hypocausts and probably a bath house (Fig. I). 
• Enclosures to th" north of the main villa courtyard are al igned with features 

previously detected by a geophysical survey conducted on behalf of Wessex 

Archaeology (Fig. I, magnetometer survey 1993). The anomalies found in 

1993 resemble enclosures found adjacent to other villas such as Lockington, 

and identified as a possible tenant village or a pre-villa settlement. 

• Some evidence for Saxon activity is present and some of the geophysical 

anomalies north of the villa compound may belong to a Saxon settlement (Fig. 

I ) .  

3.2 Summary of investigation into villa characteristics 

(See Appendix I) 

• Excavations of villas have, in the past, been restricted to the domestic ranges 

producing mosaics, painted plaster and other fine embellishments. This 

hinders comprehension or their economic basis, and where extensive 

investigations have taken place the villa ranges have been found to be 

integrated with the surrounding agricultural landscape and often articulated 

with what went before in the Iron Age and what came after in the Saxon 

period. 

• Comparison with other eropmarks of villas and excavated villas in the East 

Midlands (Figs. 8-10, 12, 16-18) suggests that, although the villa courtyard is 

as large as some ofthe very sumptuous villas known from the Cotswolds, the 

domestic range may have been quite modest. 
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• The small number of extensive surveys which have been published indicates 

that villa buildings in the East Midlands are onen in ditched or walled 

compounds together with other buildings. Further non-domest ic compounds 

may lie outside the domestic compound and further buildings and structures 

exist outside these compounds (Figs 9-10, 14-15, and 17-18). 

• Buildings within the domestic compound may include (Fig. 12): 

Q a second domestic range to accommodate an extended family 

group or baili ff 

o shrines 

Q bath-houses 

Q a range o(ancillary buildings 

• Outside the courtyards further accommodation for bailiffs, tenants, additional 

bath houses and shrines may be present (Figs 9-10, 14 15 and 18). 

• Burials are commonly found outside the domestic courtyard where excavated. 

• Roads and tracks servicing the villas are attested, as are ancillary agricultural 

and industrial features such as barns, animal enclosures, metal working 

complexes, comdriers, ovens and kilns for tiles and pottery (Figs 9-10,14 15 

and 18). 

• Wells, pipes and water tanks demonstrate the need for a ready supply of water 

for heating and bathing in the vi Ila ranges. 

• Earlier ditched enclosures of great complexity, probably ofIron Age and early 

Roman date, are known trom some sites. 

• Cropmark and geophysical evidence have disclosed adjacent enclosure 

complexes on some sites, which are often interpreted as earlier settlements or 

contemporary settlement of tenurial status. 

• Several villa sites in the East Midlands and elsewhere have evidence for post

Roman occupation and burial of Saxon or possibly British character. At 

Margidunum a Saxon brooch and a small number of definitely Saxon sherds 

along with handmade sherds of possibly Saxon date found during field 

walking in the vicinity of the town and villa raise the possibility of Saxon 

settlement and/or cemeteries. 
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3.3 Summary of investigation into town characteristics 

(See Appendix 2) 

The major components identified at Roman small towns are: 

• Forts preceding urban activity. 

• Iron Age settlements have sometimes been found occupying the urban area 

prior to its development. 
• Roads and lanes. often irregular. either side of major routes 
• Where the full layout of domestic settlement is known it was commonly 

dominated by 

Q strip buildings with back yards at right angles to the main roads with 

lanes between. 

Q rectilinear buildings sct in larger enclosed areas with ancillary features 

such as ovens and wells and smaller buildings 

Q Developed rectilinear buildings, sometimes in a large plot, set back 

from the main road. These havc more elaborate plans and are 
sometimes embellished with painted plaster-work, glass windows, slate 

and ceramic roof tiles and hypocausts. 

• Plots are defined by ditches and/or fences and typically tend to be larger 
towards the edges of the urban spread and the urban/rural interface can be 

indistinct. They are commonly situated along the main roads, sometimes with 

lanes between giving access to the rear of the plots. 

• Central areas are occupied by temples and shrines, official buildings or open 

spaces interpreted as periodic market places. 

• Temples and shrines have also been found as an adjunct to domestic building 

or as part of a mansio area outside or inside defences. Portable evidence 

(votive material) for temples or shrines is common. 

• ManSio complexes (inns for the imperial post) have been found just inside the 

defences by a road, outside 01' the defences, and in the central focus. 

• Industrial features. These can be divided into 

Q cottage industries and small-scale crafts such as gem cutting situated 

in yards and plots behind domestic block 

8 



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I , 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

o those positioned near raw material and necessary resources such as 
clay and stone such as quarry pits, though masons' yards for more 

skilled craftsmanship may have been situated elsewhere. 

o Larger-scale operations of a more commercial character 

o noxious trades, such as tanning, situated on the outskirts away from 

domestic settlement. 

• Defences comprising ditches, ramparts and town walls. 

• Cemeteries Iypically situated on the edges of the settlement along the roads 

with late burial in or near the fortifications and at the backs of yards on the 

edges of settlements. Infant and ritual burials are found within the towns. 

• Post-Roman or early Saxon settlement andlor cemeteries have been found on 

the margins of Roman small towns. 

Variable characteristics include status: that "small towns" ean be 'official' is 

suggested by the inclusion of some settlements in the Antonine Itinerary, an official 

road handbook for travellers on govermnent business. Granaries for the storage of tax 

in kind have been identified and open market places have been identified in the 

suburbs. Milling has been suggested and forged coins and a goldsmith's weights (at 

Watemewton) indicate other more exotic activities at some towns. 

4 The Margidunum landscape 

References to the Gazetteer details are giwn throughout this report as G with 

numbers in brackets. 

4.1 The fort and early occupation 

Although the derivation of the name Margidunum is uncertain (discussed in Rivet & 
Smith, 1979,413-14), the second element, dunum, is generally accepted as 'fort'. Unless 

Margidunum was a renanling of an existing settlement, the name would imply that the 

site was fortified at its foundation and Oswald's excavations, principally northwest of the 

Fosse Way, yielded four metal objects with specifically military affinities (Webster, 

1958, 88). Todd's small exploratory trenches (Fig. 5 fort ditch, G50, described in Todd 

1969, 17-21), to the north of the defences and west of the Fosse Way, revealed two 
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ditches containing Claudio-Ncronian pottery, of which the larger, ditch I, could be 

interpreted as a defensive feature. It measured 5.5ft (1.7m) deep and 9ft (2.7m) wide, 

and was V-shaped in section v.ith a cleaning channel at its base (ibid, fig. 4); it 

terminated in a butt end within the trench, about 11 m west of the present Fosse Way, and 

was orientated east-west. The character of ditch II, with its different profile and much 

shallower depth of 2ft (0.6m), does not lend itself to a defensive function. Todd's cutting 

39 produced a pilum head and length of shaft found in the earliest levels (op. cif., 92). 

This evidence, together with the enormous mass of high-quality Claudio-Neronian 

pottery recovered from Oswald's excavations suggest the existence of a fort in the very 

near vicinity, although no traces of military buildings have so far been found (Todd 1969, 

17). If Todd's ditch belongs to a fort, it would lie to the north of the town and the early 

features excavated by Todd and Oswald represent a fort annexe, perhaps for industrial 

use. The nature of this early occupation is far from certain but a purely civilian origin, 

rather than a military or otlicial function, would make the characteristics of the artefacts, 

particularly the pottery, most unusual. The frequent mention of slag in the report has 

suggested the possibility of a military supply depot but the non-retention policy of the 

previous excavators precludes quantification and scientific study of this feature of the 

settlement. Todd identified an artefact scatter associated with slag at the junction of the 

Fosse Way and Newton Lane (Todd 1969, fig 10) and linked it with the military 

occupation of the site. There is soml:' evidence for on-site pottery production, in the form 

of wasters and kiln furniture and this may well belong to military potters such as those 

brought to Derby (Little Chester). Suitable clay is available near the site so a kiln 

complex may have been situated outside the fort, perhaps to the north along the Fosse. 

4.2 Urban settlement: extent and chronology 

-

The spread of Roman pottery of all dates along the A46 and A6097 shows that the 

settlement at Margidunum was cxtensi ve throughout the Roman period (Fig. I) .  The 
pottery spread along the Fosse Way is uneven in density but tails off around 7-800m 

away trom the town centre. Comparison with other slltveys (Fig. 25, Esmonde Cleary 

1987, fig 15 and Burnham and Wacher fig. 44 Towcester, fig. 97 Bourton on the 

Water) suggests discontinuous artefact spreads or occupation would not be 

unexpected. The spread of field-walked malerialllp the A6097 together with 

geophysical anomalies (Fig. I and G 122) apparently at right angles to this road line 
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has suggested a Roman origin tor it. This is supported by the name the Street Way 

recorded in 1612, and its being followed by a parish boundary (Appleton et al1993, 

6). The geophysical anomalies suggest track-ways or roads set at right angles to the 

line of the A6097 running between ditched compounds. Fonnerly classified as a 

linear-development small town, Margidunum can be re-classified as a road junction, 

development with the possibility that a developed and regular street network remains 

to be discovered. The defences werc imposed and buildings (G 34"5) demolished to 

make way for them hut occupation outside the walls seems to have continued to 

flourish, being particularly extensive north west of the town centre in the corner 

bounded by the A46 and the A6097, although the extent to the east may be partially 

masked by overlying alluvial and colluvial deposits (0 71,76-7, Fig. 31). The siting 

of the Margidunum villa (Fig. 1, 0 130) to the southwest may have restricted 

settlement more narrowly in this area to the road ti"ontages. 

Along the Fosse within the defences occupation seems to have been in strip buildings, 

(0 36-8) or in more spacious plots demarcated by fences and/or gullies (Fig. 4, 0 15-

16, 82-98, 115 and 120). Three such compounds were excavated by Oswald (19 48, 

ditches 1-5 and 14 and 1952 ditches 4,5,9,10, and 6). The compound ditches were 

dated by Oswatd to the 1 sI century. T ,ater pottery is present in some contexts within 

the compounds and a line of postholes cut into ditch I suggests fences may have 

replaced the gullies at a later date. Excavated gullies and ditches and geophysical 

anomalies in fields 7111 and along the A46 (Fig. I) show that these compounds 

extended for some 800m along the Fosse outside the later defences, and at least some 

of the huildings within these extra-mural compounds continued in use as late as the 

third century. 

Stratified and dated deposits indicate that timber buildings were present in the I SI 

century but deposits of painted plaster, roof tilcs and window glass associated with 

pottery dated by the excavator to the first century provide evidenee for more elaborate 

structures at an early date (Fig. 6). Oswald records painted plaster fragments, window 

glass, architectural stonework and roof tiles in stratigraphically early deposits 

suggesting that elaborate buildings existed in the first century (G6, 1316-19). Further 

roadside settlement has been attested by small"scate excavation and non-invasive 

investigations in the suburbs along the Fosse Way and up Bridgford Street (Fig 6, 
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066-8, 110, 121, 122 and 124). Some of these belong to an early, possibly military 

phase. 

By lhe second century stone-footed buildings were normal; often these replaced 

earlier timber structures. The published finds demonstrate that occupation of 

buildings along the Fosse within the compounds began in the mid/late! ,I century and 

continued as late as the fourth century. Parts of bui Iding complex 0 and F excavated 

by Oswald belong in the 2nd and J'd or 4th centuries. Spreads of3'd_4th century pottery 

over most of the area sectioned by Oswald indicate late occupation, as does the 3rd_ 
century well (open alleast as late as the mid-fourth century). To the north information 

is incomplete, but Todd mentions at least two stone-footed buildings outside the 

defences to the west seen during road works, and records a further fragment of 

walling to the north of the defences (0 39 Todd 1969 Building K, Fig. 3). Within the 

defences in the south-east a building situated back from the frontage was found by 

Oswald and Pryce in 1910 (01); finds in this area included painted wall plaster, 

tesserae and tile. Several phases of activity were represented, continuing into the 

fourth century. Another grander house was found partially overlain by the 

eounterscarp of the defences; it was dated by Todd to the mid-second century at the 

earliest (Fig. 3 G 34 and 35, building C and adjacent footings). Traces of a second 

house were found underlying the town wall (Fig. 3 footing D in cutting 40 site 2). A 

geophysical anomaly outside the south defences (Fig 1 G 130) indicates the likely 

presence of another such building at this position. Belter appointed buildings were 

often located a short distance from the roadside, so other groups like the courtyard 

building C and building group L-N may be expected in both intra-mural and extra

mural positions. 

In the northern corner of the defended area, two buildings of unusual character were 

erected, at least one on the site of a timber building of 1 st century date. Building L has 

several curious features which suggest a religious function - a pool, a plinth (probably 

for an altar) and three unusual burials. Thc second building was identified as a bath 

house. Black has douht",d Oswald's interpretation of building M as a bath house on 

the grounds that the rooms are in the wrong order (1995, 58-9). Black additionally 

points out that the projections of the walls to northeast and southwest may be the 

remains of a walled courtyard in which the apsidaJ room would lie. It may be better 
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compared with a well-appointed domestic building at Catterick with a similar apse 

and hypocaust heating system (Wilson 2003, fig. 87). Another upper-class house was 

built nearby (Fig 3 building N), possibly after this building fell into disrepair, as it 

was associated with an abundance of fourth-century pottery. A pool was found to the 

east of this late house containing two head-pots, suggesting a continuation of a ritual 

function. As we shall discuss below the whole compound does not compare with the 

group of buildings commonly called mansiones although some sort of role similar to 

Black's second-class accommodation remains a possibility. The complex clearly had 

structures from the first until the late fourth century although it was not possible to 

reassess the precise phasing of each building's development as part of this project. 

The precision ofOswald's pottery recording suggests that some re-phasing would be 

possible if the groups were re-examined in the light of recent changes in pottery 

dating. 

Behind the domestic and commercial buildings were hearths, ovens, wells and 

evidence of metalworking. A central paved area may mark an open market place or, 

less probably, a temple or administrative courtyard (0 43). 

Todd (1969) and Burnham and Wacher (1987) have highlighted the lack of buildings 

dating to the fourth century despite the abundance of fourth-century pottery. The re

dating of the Oswald collection would go some way to changing this picture. On the 

available evidence (details in gazetteer, Figs. 6 and 7, several buildings were occupied 

in the late third and fourth century, including roadside buildings at complex 0 (015), 

the latest levels of the paving excavated by Oswald and Pryce in 1911 (01 and 3), and 

activity near building F (015) represented by thc "third-century well" which includes 

fourth�century pottery. The pool was clearly in use in the late Roman period. The 

presence of two near-complete face-pots suggests that the function was ritual rather 

than as a rubbish pit. ·Ibe l1eld-walked pottery indicated fourth-century activity along 

the Fosse in both directions (Fig. I) and small-scale evaluation trenches have revealed 

further evidence for a hearth, flooring and possible cobbling belonging to the late 

third and fourth centuries to the south of the defences (Fig. I test pits 1992, 066). 

4.3 Burial and ritual evidence 

Evidence tor burial has been recovered at several places (Figs I and 5). Todd 

encountered part of a late Roman inhumation cemetery cut into the ramparts of the 

.. .l. 

13 



I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

town during rescue excavation, and a further second-century cremation east of the 

town (G30-31, figs'! and 3). Further fragments of human bone have been found (G 2 

and 5, fig.5), and a group of three burials were excava ted in pits under building L 

(Fig. 3, 0 10). The fragments and the building L burials may have a ritual 

significance. A pit found with the skeletons of six dogs by Oswald at the back of one 

of his enclosures invites a ritual interpretation (Fig. 5 04) Two figurines of the mother 

goddess were found amongst debris in the courtyard of building C (Fig, 3, G46) and 

represent domestic rituals. The putative altar base and the head-pots from the pool 

near buildings L, M and N suggest a ritual function for this area (Fig. 3 G 9, 11 and 

12). Further cultic activity might be associated with sources of water, such as Newton 

Spring, and also the lake indicated by augering to the east of the defended area. 

Wessex Archaeology interpreted a geophysical anomaly to the west as a Romano

Celtic temple but it is rather small (cAm x 6m) and it lies in an area poor in Roman 

pottery. A private shrine might be situated no great distance from the villa compound. 

4.4 The surrounding rural landscape 

Geophysical surveys on behalf ofTPAU and Wessex Archaeology, in addition to 

revealing roadside compounds along the Fosse Way and the A6097, have revealed a 

complex of enclosures spreading from the north end of the villa enclosure to the 

A6097 (Fig. 1, G 79-80,121-2,130-2). Some of these are quite small (G79, 23m x 

28m), a good deal smaller than the intra-mural compounds (c. 40m x 38m). The 

anomalies revealed by Wessex appear to be aligned with the villa compound and 

associated anomalies. 

As well as the Fosse Way Roman roads and track ways have been detected by 

tieldwork, geophysical survey and aerial photography (fig. 1). Aerial photography has 

indicated roads of possibly Roman date running east of the town, and a feature 

parallel with the A46 to the north which may be an earlier line of the Fosse Way. 

Track ways were seen in the geophysical survey by Wessex Archaeology in 1993 and 

further track ways were detected in 2003. by the same technology in field 7111 

running orthogonally to the A6097. The date of these features is at present uncertain 
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but their relationship with the villa and the Roman pottery scatter respectively 

suggests a Roman date. 

A secondary nucleus of find spots can be detected in field 7111. The pottery from this 

area had rather fewer fine wares than the cluster over the villa but was of a similar 

date range suggesting that this may be a tenant farmstead or village or a bailiffs 

house. Geophysical survey could clarity (he nature of this area. 

4.5 The villa site 

The villa (Fig. I G 130) is represented by a series of positive linear anomalies which 

may be interpreted as robber-trenches, indicating ranges of buildings arOlmd the 

northeast, northwest and southwest sides of a walled courtyard. Comparison between 

the surface material and the magnetic anomalies suggests that the northeast range is 

most eroded, as floor material has been recovered. To the northeast of the main 

buildings lies an area of co-aligned rectilinear lincs. The full extent of the existing 

buildings is unknown, but a core area occupied by ranges of rooms is clear, measuring 

c.100x60m. 

The main concentration of pottcry and tile in field 4437b (Fig. 1, G 128) occurs at the 

northern end of the intense reading recorded in the topsoil magnetic susceptibility 

survey and just north of it, and it is in this area that the box-flue tiles appear to be 

concentrated on the evidence of the preliminary artefact sort. A concentration of slate, 

concrete and plaster fragments also lies in the northern part of the major geophysical 

anomaly and just to the north suggesting there may be a difference in the nature of the 

underlying teatures between the northern and southern part of this anomaly. The 

metalwork, glass and bone/shell also lie in this part of (he site. 

Some slag, including tapping slag and a pIano-convex fragment came from this 

general zone and may possibly be associated with first-century use of an area 

identified by Todd in 1968 as an artefact scatter at the junction of the Fosse Way and 

Newton Lane (Todd 1969, fig 10) and linked with the function of Margidunum at this 

time. 

The anomalies to the north of the main villa compound follow a similar alignment to 
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those documented by Wessex Archaeology (Fig. I); these may be further villa 

compounds, associated farm buildings and animal pens. Other possibilities include a 

settlement preceding the villa, a tenant farm or village and a later Anglo-Saxon 

settlement. The shared alignment would support interpretation as a contemporary 

settlement or associated farm structures and pens. Possible Iron Age pottery was 

present but the numbers were very low; Saxon pottery sherds were found outside the 

area occupied by the geophysical anomalies. 

It has been suggested that these anomalies (Fig. 13) may represent Saxon settlement. 

To the north of this field Saxon pottery has been identified during field-walking and 

may indicate Saxon settlement or cemeteries in this field. Similarly small numbers of 

Iron Age sherds may indicate earlier settlement. The geophysical anomalies align 

with the anomalies to the north of the villa compound. These could belong to an 

earlier Iron Age settlement, the fields and agricultural compounds of the villa or a 

Saxon settlell).ent next to the earlier villa. 

5 Margidunum - the villa site 

5.1 National comparisons 

If comparison is restricted to the prominent rectilinear anomaly, the complex 

compares in size with some of the large courtyard villas of Roman Britain (fig.8). 

The concentration of roofing slate and tiie, plaster fragments, opus signinum and 

hypocaust tile fragments suggests that the northern range may have included a bath 

house and more sumptuous accommodation. The geophysical blank in the centre of 

the complex is probably a central courtyard clear of features. The area to the north 

east of the prominent rectilinear complex looks very similar morphologically and may 

be part of the same domestic complex. Alternatively it may be a second ditched 

compound, ancillary and/or ab'Ticultural in character, attached to the principal villa 

compound. 

In size the prominent compound A can be compared with sumptuous villas in Britain 

and Europe (Fig. 8) suggesting that in its final form at least it may be of remarkable 
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dimensions. Ifthe traces to the north aw contemporary and of the same character, 

then the extent of the complex seems remarkable. The materials recovered from field

walking do not however confirm this degree ofluxury. Although small amounts of 

painted plaster, hypocaust and roofing tile and some window glass were picked up on 
the surface of the fields, the quantities were not commensurate with a 'palace' nearly 

as large as Fishboume. The area covered by the building debris is of more limited 

extent and this compares more closely with villas of more modest pretensions 

(Fig. I OA, 1 6B and D, 1 8  B and C). 

Concentration by excavators on the principal Romanised villa ranges for over a 1 00 

years has resulted in slightly misleading morphological expectations. Recent, more 

extensive work has demonstrated that most villa complexes comprised a large 

compound enclosing a mix of domestic, agricultural, industrial and ritual structures. 

Although the spatial extent of the very large villas such as Fishbourne and Bignor 

may be compared with compounds surrounding isolated and barely Romanised 

corridor villas such as Marshfields, the characteristics of the enclosed buildings are 

quite different. Some villas in the East Midlands seem to have large courtyards but 

relatively small domestic blocks (Fig. 1 8  13 Lockington and B Cromwell). 

As excavators have expanded their attentions to the less obvious archaeology 

surrounding these easily found ranges, it bas become clear that the house ranges were 

part of wider compounds which, when investigated, are often shown to be physically 

integrated with the surrounding landscape features. Examples of this are well known 

from Winterton where later work by Goodbum added considerably to the extent of the 

villa complex (fig. 9). The corridor house at Marshfield illustrated by Hingley 

isolated from other features, tor the purposes of comparison (Fig. 1 9  h, from Hingley 

1984), wa� in fact part of a larger complex defined by a wall enclosing other buildings 

(Fig. 1 0). The existence of an inhumation cemdery located outside and parallel to the 

enclosure wall emphasises the integration of the living and working compound with 

other aspects of life such as the ritual and funcrary. Excavations at Cosgrove 

revealed a multi-phase house range including a bath range with a simpler building to 

the east which preceded and overlapped the more elaborate range in date (Fig. 9, 

QuinneU 1 99 1 ). A substantial boundary wall was added but its precise route is 

uncertain. Traces of another building of uncertain type was located c.50m to the 
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south; in addition, a temple was located further to the east, and another building was 

found beyond that. In all the excavated structures cover an area of c. 1 30m x 1 30m. If 

the substantial wall enclosed all these a geophysical survey would probably give a 

similar result to that at Margidunum, with major anomalies expected over the 

bathhouse and main domestic range. 

The courtyard arrangement visible at Margidunum is also apparent at Apethorpe, 

Great Doddington, Towcester and Whittlebury, Great Weldon (all Northamptonshire), 

in fragmentary form. Smith interprets Apethorpe (Fig. 1 0) as a unit villa made up of 

two or three separate villas ranges (1 978, 1 74). There is a possibility that the less 

distinct anomalies to the north of the prominent anomalies at Margidunum correspond 

to these additional units which Smith interprets as part of an extended family 

residence. Comparison with Bradford-on-Avon and Gayton Thorpe, Norfolk, where 

two villa buildings appear side by side, and Beadlam, Yorkshire, where they appear at 

right angles, are examples of this arrangement (Fig. 12, Hingley 1 984 fig 33). These 

are much smaller than the Margidunum villa. The larger examples invariably jointly 

occupy a single courtyard (Hingley 1 984 fig 33 a-c), but examples of villas with 

multiple compounds do exist (Fig. 12, Hingley 1 984 fig 44a-d.). 

An excellent example of combining different methodologies to assess the full extent 

of a villa complex can be cited at Cotterstock, Northamptonshire (Fig 1 2, Upex 200 I). 

Here it was possible to obtain a plan of an extensive villa complex with multiple 

courtyard arrangements spread over some 260m x 70m. Upex compares this with 

large villas such as Bignor, North Leigh and Rockboume and comments on its 

relatively large size compared with others in the Nene Valley, while emphasising the 

limitations of the evidence from them in terms of what is known of their extent. The 

geophysical survey results at Cotterstock included high linear anomalies which, when 

trenchcd, revealed walls and tloors as well as areas of high resistance interpreted as 

tloors or layers of building debris. A similar courtyard arrangement, 1 20m x 75m, has 

been the subj eel of limited geophysical survey and excavation by Time Team at 

Turkdean, Gloucestershire (Esmonde Cleary 1 998 fig. 1 2). This was ofthc double 

courtyard form but had a third range of rooms, possibly a bath house running up the 

hill for a further 1 20m, in addition to the bath-house in the main range. 
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Hingley has ably demonstrated the ubiquity of compounds in both villa and peasant 

holdings. The site at Orton Hall Farm has been classified as a non-villa settlement 

(Mackreth 1 978) and occupies middle social territory with its the courtyard villa plan 

but a lack of buildings with any architectural elaboration. This serves as a reminder 

that not all large courtyard complexes are villas. The "main range" at Orton Hall, 

whether farm or villa, is surrounded by other ancillary buildings, posthole structures 

and a possible mill house. A similar situation presents itself at Radley-Barton Court 

Farm villa, Oxon; here a relatively modest villa building is set in an enclosure typical 

of lron Age and Romano-British settlement of the Thames Valley. The degree of 

Romanisation may be more superficial than the plans and building debris might 

suggest. 1be principal and double compounds at the Margidunum villa compares 

with the peasant site at Hoveringham in sizc (Fig. 1 3). Artefacts recovered from field 

walking have so far indicated modest wealth and limited architectural complexity. 

This may be used to argue for a native inhabitant who has adopted grandiose building 

habits and new stmctural elements such as reception rooms and porticoes: these 

retlect new social habits while continuing the traditional spatial lay out of his 

compound while using the rectilinear courtyard plan. Future work on the villas of the 

Corieltauvi might usefully compare the spatial inter-relationship of their component 

parts with that of local non-villa rural settlements, in order to examine this hypothesis 

further. 

Thus when villa sites are investigated extensively, large courtyard arrangement are 

common, and more and more multiple compounds are being found as geophysical 

techniques are used. Goodbum realized as long ago as 1 978 that extensive remains 

lay outside the traditional excavation area ofthe Roman villa including additional 

aisled buildings, an extra courtyard with ditch�d enclosures beyond with lesser post

hole buildings (Fig. 9, Goodburn 1 978). Adjacent field systems are not uncommon 

with aisled barns and other buildings regularly interpreted as agricultural in function. 

As wdl as buildings such as bath-houses set away from the main villa complex, 

because of the risk of fire, post-hole buildings are commonly found within field 

systems and enclosure complexes of forms common in the Iron Age and Roman 

period (Fig. 14). 
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At Stanwick (Fig. 15)  the villa is found south of a courtyard complex, interpreted as a 

bailiffs house, and is sel in a landscape peppered with buildings and enclosures 

including round houses, some with corn driers, water tanks, wells, a latrine and a 

possible aqueduct. A watermill is attested by the finding of a huge quem. Some of 

the lesser rectangular buildings have evidence for craftwork such as bone pin and 

needle production and leather off cuts indicate the manufacture of shoes. Industrial 

areas are found at several sites. At Bancroft an industrial area lay to the north of the 

villa enclosure and a large midden area to the NNE (Smith 1 997 fig 67). At 

Gatcombe extensive industrial works werc found within the villa enclosure, a milling 

area is suggested alongside a bakery, and a separate bath house is suspected (Branigan 

1 977). If this site is an enclosed villa estate, it adds greatly to our knowledge of what 

we might expect outside the main villa buildings, the zoning of the site being of 

particular interest. 

Even more important tor this project, shrines or ritual spaces and cemeteries are 

being found outside the principal courtyards (Appendix I and Figs 9, 1 0  and 1 4). 

Cemeteries are common where investigations are extensive (Fig. 1 0). These are often 

located just outside the villa complex but at Chignall burials were located some 

distance from the villa buildings. Several villas have evidence for shrines or ritual 

pools within the villa courtyard (North Leigh, Bignor, Bancruft and Spoon1ey Wood, 

Smith 1 997 figs 42, 67 and 70). Less expected are the numbers of shrines or ritual 

areas adjacent to villa compounds (at Marshfields, Keston, Stanwick, Hamb1edon, 

Smith 1 997 fig 42, Bancroft, Smith 1 997 fig 67, Castor villa, Green et al 1 987 figs 2, 

3 , 6 and 8 and Mackreth 1 978) and where no ritual building has been located, portable 

evidence suggests its existence at no great distancc. An altar at Whittlebury, 

Northamptonshire, and sculptured heads and an antefix from Towcester villa have 

been taken as evidence fur a tcmple CRI ICME Northamptonshire Vo1 4, 1 69). At 

Bancruft a gazetteer compiled of finds scatters and investigations in the area around 

the villa notes stone, tile, and tesserae associated with a group of mudel votive iron 

wcapon�, suggesting a temple site. 

Rather than a contemporary ancillary compound, the northern anomalies may 

alternatively be considered as earlier or later enclosure complexes. Such complexes 

are often visible where field investigations have been particularly wide ranging (Figs. 
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15 and 1 8). Sites such as those at Stanwick and Wharram Percy are particularly 

sobering for the complexity of their prc-villa complexes underlying the villas (fig. 1 5). 

To these may be added many more (Barton Court Fann, Oxfordshire, Winterton, 

Lincolnshire, Rudston, Beadlam, Dalton Parlours (all Yorkshire) and Stanwick, 

Northamptonshire) that it must be recognised that the landscape was organised to such 

an extent in the pre Roman Iron Age/Conquest period that virgin sites available for 

Roman villa building were rare. In addition it seems likely that the villa builders were 

either natives of high status, using their already developed estate land, or Roman 

official�, migrants, veterans and traders from southern England or elsewhere in thc 

Empire, able to confiscate or otherwise acquire attractive land. In either case such 

attractive land would be unlikely to have escaped development in the pre-Roman Iron 

Age. 

However, the particular position of this villa next to the Roman small town, perhaps 

succeeding a Roman fort, may have been dictated by official considerations such as 

its proximity to the road and the town - considerations which would, of course, not 

feature in the pre-Roman Iron Age use of the location. Villa sites such as Cotterstock, 

apparently lack any evidence for extensive pre-Roman domestic remains, for 

example, and it may be that the small quantities of hand-made and Conquest pottery 

sherds recovered from the villa during fie1dwalking reflect the limited nature of pre

villa occupation on the site. Unfortunately the masking eftect of the later floors and 

building collapse may also be responsible for this pattern. 

Certain and probable Saxon pottery was identified during the field walking of the road 

corridor to the north of the villa site and investigations by Wessex Archaeology 

suggested Saxon enclosures (Gazetteer 79). "Ibe anomalies invite comparison with 

the excavated Saxon settlement a( Catholme (rig. 1 3): the oval anomalies may be 

caused by grubenhauser. The putativc Saxon pottery does not overlie this area 

however, so this identitication remains tentative. Unfortunately field conditions were 

not propitious when this area was fieldwalked in 2003 due to crop growth: the artefact 

scatter was correspondingly thin. A latc Roman or early Saxon date has been 

suggested for the burials cut into the rampart of the town and recent excavations at the 

nearby town ofBrough-on-Fosse has revealed extensive Saxon settlement adjacent to 

the Roman small town there. This possibility is further discussed below as part of the 

regional survey. 

2 1  



I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

5.2 Regional comparisons 

\Vhitwell counted some 24 class A (large) and B (smaller but with bath houses) villas 

in the area of the Corieltauvi. and Todd lists about 60. including humbler examples. 

The latest Gazetteer of British villas lists 48 sites in Nottinghamshire, 1 93 in 

Lincolnshire, 100 in Leicestershire, and 1 25 in Northamptonshire (Scott 1 993) but 

these include scatters of building debris which may not belong to this category. 

Appendix I summarises the characteristic of vil las for which we have sufficiently 

extensive archaeological evidence, although even in these cases the standard is low, 

frequently comprising excavations of mosaic pavements only. Where possible plans 

arc shown in figs 16- 1 8. 

Todd classifies only Norfolk St, Scampton and Southwell as courtyard villas 

comparable to other large villas such as Bignor and North Leigh (Figs 8 and 1 7). The 

remainder he classifies as class 2, those with portico-houses and ancillary aisled halls 

and class 3, those with smaller portico-houses or isolated aisled halls (Fig. 16). As 

outlined above, it is becoming clear than even class 3 villas were often part of a larger 

compound and in some of the class 2 villas, the principal range is relatively modest. 

Corieltauvian examples of largc compound villa complexes comprising individual 

structures of rcIati vely modest appearance include Winterton, Great W c1don, Great 

Casterton and perhaps Apethorpe (Fig. 1 7). At Margidunum the geophysical 

anomaly tentatively identified as the domestic range can be compared with Winterton 

building G, the villa at Mansfield Woodhouse and the main range at Car Colston (Figs 

1 6-17). 

As more wide-ranging surveys of villa estates are carried out large compounds with a 

variety of structures and one or two modest principal ranges become the norm in the 

Corieltauvian countryside outside the lerritorium of the civitas capital and colonia at 

Lincoln, where more luxurious villas are attested. Winterton is an example of a large 

villa compound comprising a wide variety of building types from the elaborate 

Romanised home to structures of more banal domestic and agricultural use. At the 

small villa at Long Bennington a probable compound wall can be identified running 

of1' from the simple corridor villa. When compared with more extensively excavated 
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villas, this is likely to be part of a boundary enclosing the villa house, the circular 

building/temple and the variety of pits and hearths excavated near the building. 

Similarly at Great Casterton several ranges of different status were grouped around a 

courtyard, of which only a small part appears to have been excavated. 

At both Mansfield Woodhouse and Norton Disney Smith ( 1997 Fig. 1 7) has identified 

"unit" villas, that is villas with two or more ranges of similar size and sophistication. 

These Smith suggests were occupied by an extended family, with each nuclear family 

occupying its own range. Such arrangement would, understandably, occupy a larger 

compound but lack the trappings 0 f the wealthy courtyard villas and palaces such as 

Bignor and Fishboume. It is, however, very ditlicult to make such correlations 

between the physical remains such as these and social groupings. 

At Lockington and Cromwell non-invasive investigation by aerial photography and 

geophysical survey have revealed large enclosures with rather small villa ranges 

(fig. I 8) associated with other enclosure complexes. At Lockington tield walking 

suggested that several buildings using tile and tesserae were in use, perhaps at 

ditrerent times. Aerial photography has identified further possible examples of large 

rectilinear compounds with relatively small villa ranges in Lincolnshire (Fig. 1 8, Jones 

1 988 fig 1 4  Walesby fig 8 SK 8 1 3939 Newvi\le Farm- lones 1 988, 22-24). 

Significantly, a rectilinear enclosure of similar ('onn but without the material culture 

associated with vil las has also been identit1ed on Otby Moot (Fig. 1 8  - lones 1 988 Fig 

20 Otby Moor). Its similarity to the cropmarks at Cromwell has been noted and it 

serves to emphasise the need for care in equating large with sumptuous where 

excavation has not taken place. Jones also identitled some less regular complexes 

associated with villa debris. At Glentham Cliff cropmarks of two complexes both 

yielding tile, including flue tiles, and opus signinum during field walking suggest 

components of a villa estate (Jones 1 988 fig, 1 7). A similar association was tound at 

Cross Lane Bridge (Jones 1 988 fig 1 9).  He suggests these may be villas which have 

developed from pre-Roman native settlements, and cites evidence in the form of early 

finds and possible round houses (at Glentham Cliff). 

At several villa sites in the East Midlands enclosure complexes of irregular fonn have 

been found nearby. These lack evidence for Romanised structures and are termed 
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"native" or "tenurial" in character. This is evident at Loekington (fig. 1 8). North of 

the probable villa at Cross Lane Bridge an extensive cropmark of roughly rectangular 

overlapping rectilinear enclosures, including onc enclosing two round houses, may 

represent a dependent village. Unfortunately without excavation these complexes 

cannot be chronologically related to the villas. The area to the north of the 

Margidunum villa could correspond to such settlements. 

Characteristics of local villas 
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The zonal layout of the villa estate has scarccly been examined in the east Midlands 

(Chart 1)  but such fragmentary evidence as exists suggests that the pattern found on 

extensively excavated sites elsewhere in Britain can be expected to exist in the area of 

the Corieltauvi also. Outside of the domestic range with its mosaics, painted plaster 

and hypocausts, evidence for ancillary agricultural buildings, detached bath houses, 

wells and aqueducts, burial grounds, industrial areas, temples, ancillary yards and 

road networks has been identified (Appendix I ,  Chart 1)  and, coupled with the 

recurrence of possible tenurial villages at sites known from aerial photography, 

indicates extensive settlement remains might be expected around the villa range. 
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5.3 Mansiones 

Todd ( 1969, 54) and Wacher (1 990, 37) suggested that Margidunum may have been a 

mansio or mutatio of the cursus puhlicus (inns and changing posts for the Imperial 

post) or the residence of a benejiciarius or regionarius, appointed by the govemor for 

administrative duties. Esmonde Cleary ( 1 987) suggested that the group of buildings 

in the northwest corner may be such a mansio or official residence on account of its 

relative opulence, and Black (1995) includes it in the list of Romano-British 

man.l'iones. However doubt must be cast on this attribution. At present there is no 
evidence that buildings L and M are conlemporary with building N. Comparison with 

other buildings identified as mansiones reveals the Margidunum buildings as quite 

different, being smaller and lacking the common courtyard plan. An alternative 

would be some ritual function associated with the adjacent pool. This would also fit 
with Oswald's identification of a plinth or altar base in a prominent position within 

building L. Building N was dated to the fourth century by Oswald although earlier 

buildings on the site are likely. Bumham and Wacher note that a characteristic of 

excavated mansiones is their lack of material debris such as broken pottery, coins etc 

and suggest that this is due to their being kept clean for their guests (1 990, 37). 

Building N, by contrast, had a large amount of ceramic debris on its floors. The 

association of temples and official buildings was common in Roman townS, so an 

official attribute is likely; but it is not necessarily a mansio. 

The Newton "villa" is also unlikely to be a mansio complex. The apparent plan of the 

villa is con�iderably larger than most mansiones, even those in civitas capitals such as 

Silchester. The position of the building complex some distance from the town and 

well outside the defended area would be unusual. Most of the mansio complexes arc 

located either at the town centre, as at Water Newton (Fig. 1 9), or, more commonly, 

set back from the road. At "small towns" only the mansiones at Wall and Cave's Inn 

lie outside the defences and in both cases the defences arc ofa distinct fourth-century 

type surrounding a small area with a special function; this is thought to be involved 

with control of traffic or connected with the movements of the late Roman army. In 
any case the defences at Wall and Cave's Inn seem 10 post-date the occupation of 

these mansiones so their positions relative to the defences is irrelevant. 
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6 Margidunum - the local centre 

The review of evidence for the occupation of the small town of Margidunum (see 

above) can be used to produce a plan of the general morphology and zoning of the 

town, both inside and outside of the defences (Figs 1 ,  4 and 29). Several synthetic 

works on small towns have produced useful typologies and surveys (Todd 1970, 

Rodwell and Rowley 1 975, Burnham 1 987, Burnham and Wacher 1 990, Esmonde 

Cleary J 987 and Smith 1987). Most usefully Burnham (1 987) covered the 

morphology of Roman small towns and, in particular, examines the fragmentary 

evidence for details of zoning within the settlements and for locations of specific 

zones. It must be recognised that these patterns are at best fragmentary since 

excavation is usually limited by later settlement. It is difficult to know to what extent 

small towns adopted a common pattern. It is not easy to apply the patterns observable 

in the most complete examples to the more fragmentary ones - to fill in gaps in the 

unknown trom the well known. Nevertheless patterns do emerge, although the 

precise disposition of the parts varies, and coupled with the evidence collected from 

Margidunum over many years, particularly from field walking and geophysical 

surveys, we can predict some zones with a degree of confidence. 

6.1 National comparisons 

Along the road frontages Burnham observes two patterns -

• Spacious plots along the roadsides with a range of rectilinear buildings and 

other features often associated with agricultural functions. 

• Narrow strip buildings constructed end on to the road, sometimes with small 

properties at the back and often associated with commercial and industrial 

functions, although agriculturallhorticultural characteristics are also known. 

The spacious plots are sometimes restricted to tile margins of the settlements (e.g. 

I1chester, Fig. 27) on the interface of town and country. Occasionally the street 

frontages are occupied by other buildings as well such as circular buildings at 

Bourton-on-the-Water, a temple at Kenchester and larger more official buildings at 
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Water Newton (Fig. 19) and Godmanchester; but strip buildings are more common. 

The buildings so far excavated along the Fosse frontage at Margidunum suggest 

relatively spacious plots with buildings sometimes fronting the road and sometimes 

set further back. The fragmentary buildings H, I and J (Fig. 3, G36-8) seem to 

represent strip buildings set at right angles to the road in close proximity. The 

evidence of the "smithy", hearths, ovens and latcr slag deposits suggests a 

commercial/industrial zone within the defences behind the roadside buildings (Fig. 3 

fealures within enclosures). Below and outside the defences, the stone-footed 

courtyard house and other evidence for masonry buildings along the roadside may 

indicate accommodation of a higher status, associated with estates around the town. 

Evidence for industrial activity at the junction of the Fosse Way with Newton Lane 

(Todd 1 969, Fig. 1 0) may belong to either lhe military phase of activity or an 

industrial suburb (see below). 

Burnham identifies the provision of a ditTerentiated central area as a common 

phenomenon in towns generally (the forum-basilica). Although such distinctive 

structures are rare in small towns, larger buildings have been noted, as have temples 

or ritual spaces. These latter may take the form of open gravelled spaces which also 

served as periodic marketplaces and have been identified at Godmanchester, Irchester 

and Wycomb (where 1 1 00 coins were found); one is also suspected on the grounds of 

acriel photographic evidence at Water New(on (Fig. 19, no. 3) The area of paving 

found by Todd east of the Fosse (G43) may have been used in this way. No buildings 

of high status have been found so far in the centre of Margidunum. 

Houses of more Romanised character have commonly been found away from the 

main road fronlages served by smaller road ways and lanes, and at Margidunum 

buildings L, M and N (Fig. 3 ,  G6-S) may fall into this category. Alternatively such 

houses lie beside the main through road. The magnetic susceptibility anomaly outside 

the southern defences and building C (Fig. 2 Mag S us. 2003, G34) may 1'a1l into this 

category. Buildings interpreted as mansiones occupy a similar position (see section 

2.3). Study of extramural settlement patterns (Esmonde Cleary 1987) suggests that 

within the urban area lhe pattern of extramural settlement could be similar to that 

within the defences until the 1:ringes were reached. Thus plots along the street 

t:rontages of a similar character to those found within the defences can be expected as 
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far as the pottery scatter reaches. Traces of such plots can be seen on the geophysical 

survey of the western Fosse frontage south of the town and along the A6097 (Fig. I), 

while Todd's building C (Fig. 3, G34) and the nearby geophysical anomaly (Figs 2 

and 4, G 1 30) may be in more spacious and well-to-do plots sited on the edge of the 

commercial zone as the main road left the centre of the town. 

Bath-houses occur both inside and outside of the defences. Inside the defences they 

are commonly grouped with other elaborate buildings, frequently those identified as 

mansiones as at Chelmsford, Godmanch"ster and Wanborough. Solitary examples 

may have been public buildings, as has been suggested at Braughing, but others seem 

to be in a private location, for instance at Neatham (Bumham and Waeher 1 990, 20 

and 269). In other cas"s excavation has been limit"d to the bath-house structure and 

its immediate context is unknown. The putative bath-house at Margidunum, in a 

group with a possible temple and official building, fits this pattern. Temples are 

sometimes located in the centre of the towns. Another common location is near the 

mansio (Godmanehester, Water Newton, Chelmsford). Evidence at Margidunum has 

b�"n put forward for a religious focus in or n"ar building L. Bumham and Wacher 

(1 990) and Black ( 1 995) point out that in building M the order of the rooms is the 

r"verse of that of a bath-house. Burnham and Wacher (1 990) have suggested that this 

group of buildings may have functioned as an official complex so this interpretation 

would fit well with the patterning detected as characteristic of Roman "small towns". 

In that case, the "bath-house" may be reinterpreted as a high class domestic building 

with hypocausts associated with the ritual complex, replaced by building N in th" late 

third to fourth century. 

Public amenities such as theatres and amphitheatres are exceptional but the presence 

of finds such as a pottery theatre mask at Calterick and an inseription at Brough-on

Humber recording the gift of a new stage building commends caution before 

discounting their presence completdy. The chariot race depicted on a mosaic in the 

Horkstow villa, Lincolnshire surely implies familiarity with such events, but the latter 

in particular is likely to have taken place only in a major town such as Lincoln. 

Inside and outside the defences evidence of industrial and craft activity has been 

found in the yards behind strip houses. Thesc included workshops in a wide range of 
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sizes serving the town or widcr community as iron smelters and smiths, lead, copper 

and bronze workers, potters, bone workers, tanners and stone masons. In some towns 

large industrial areas developed on the margins, such as at Water Newton, Derby and 

St Albans. Smaller establishments were present in all the small towns and even 

highly specialised craftsmen such as goldsmiths and gem cutters have been identified 

(Burnham and Wacher 1 990, 47). These might require no more than a small 

workshop in a strip building. 

Beyond the frontages and lanes serving higher status or specialized building 

complexes such as temples, Burnham concludcs that the town quickly merges with the 

surrounding rural enclosure patterns. Exceptions to this may occur when specialized 

industries were located around the fringes o f  settlement because of the need to take 

advantage of natural resources (water and timber supply, stone, clay etc as at Water 

Newton, Fig. 1 9) or for consideration of safety or personal choice (as the tannery at 

A1cester, Fig 26). 

On the edges of the urban areas, areas of burial were common since their siting within 

towns was prevented by Roman law (see at Ashton Fig. 20). At settlements 

morphologically on the border of town and village, such as Hibaldstow (Fig. 24), 

burials have been found at the back of frontage plots. At others such as lIchester 

many late burials within the plots may indicate a decline in standards in later Roman 

times within a contracting settlement. 

6.2 Regional comparisons 

The site invites comparison with other small towns of the Corieltauvi (Table 2). In 

nearly all cases archaeological investigation has been limited and in some cases 

remains to be fully puhlished (Brown 1 995). N�vertheless, if coupled with the data 

from Burnham and Wacher'$ survey of a larger group of small towns from all over 

Britain, the key features and zonal character that they detected can he identified in this 

regional subset, even if all components are not present in every case. At Water 

Newton, for example, we have a particularly extensive settlement with abundant 

archaeological evidence collected over many years using many techniques (Fig. 1 9) .  

29 



I 
I 

I 

I 
, 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

This town is certainly of a different order to that at Margidunum and is a suspected 

civitas capital, based on the developed pottery industry of the Nene Valley. However 

the basic zones present at Water Newton are also represented in one form or another 

at most of the other small towns (Chart 2). '[be difference between the high and low 

status buildings may not be as pronounced at Hibaldstow, for example, but the same 

. tendency for more elaborate domestic structures to be set back from the road can be 

observed (Fig. 24 plot VI). Although Sapperton is on the border of village and small 

town it shares the characteristic of having stone quarries apparently connected with 

road construction or repair with settlements such as Brough and Hibaldstow on the 

Fosse Way and Ermine Steet respectively. 

The major components identified at these Corieltauvian towns are: 

• Roads and lanes, often irregular, either side of major routes (Figs 19,  29, 24, 

26 and 27) 

• Where known, a temple complex has been identified as the focal point of the 

enclosed area but this central zone is often unexcavated (Figs 1 9  and 27). 

• Where the full layout of domestic settlement is known it was commonly 

dominatcd by 

o strip buildings with back yards at right angles to the roads with lanes 

between, e.g. at Asbton, Sapperton and Hibaldstow (Figs 20, 2 1  and 

24). 

o rectilinear buildings set in larger enclosed areas with ancillary t\::atures 

such as ovens and wells and smaller buildings e.g. at the edges of 

Ashton (Fig. 20). 

o Developed rectilinear buildings, sometimes in a large plot, set back 

from the main road, e.g. Hibaldstow (Fig. 24 IV). 

Plots typically tend to be larger towards the edges of the urban spread and the 

urban/rural interface can be indistinct. 

• Temples and shrines (Figs 1 9, 2 1  and 27) found either in the centre of the 

settlement, as adjunct to domestic building or as part of a man.�io area outside 

or inside defences. Portable evidence for temples or shrines is common (Table 

2). 
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• Mansio complexes have been suggested for Thorpe, Great Casterton, and 

Derby just inside defences beside the road, at Towcester, Wall and Cave's Irm 

Tripontium outside of the defences and in the centre at Water Newton. 

• Industrial features. These can be divided into 

o cottage industries and small-scale crafts such as gem-cutting situated 

in yards and plots behind the domestic block 

o those positioned near raw material and necessary resources such as 

clay and stone such as quarry pits at Brough and Alcester (Fig. 26), 

though masons yards for more skilled cratlsmanship such as that 

represented at Ancastcr may have been situated elsewhere. 

o larger scale operations of a more commercial character such as the 

kilns at Water Newton (Fig 1 9). 

Q noxious trades such as tanning on the outskirts away from domestic 

settlement (Fig. 26). 

• Cemeteries typically situated on the edges of the settlement along the roads 

(Figs 20 and 26) with late burial in or near the fortifications and at the backs of 

yards on the edges of settlements (Figs 23 and 24). Infant and ritual burials 

are found within the town. 

• Nearly all the towns situated on main roads have defences in the form of 

ramparts and ditches, and, later, stone walls. The construction of the defences 

have been dated by Todd to thc late second century with a stone wall added 

around A. D. 200 and, as has been noted above, several houses were 

demolished to permit their construction. The defences only protected the core 

of the town and, in that respect, contrast with other town defences of late 

second century date. Todd suggested that by the third and fourth century the 

town centre was virtually empty but this review of old and new evidence has 

refuted that. There are several small late defended centres in the East 

Midlands thought to date to the fourth century at Wall, Cave's  Inn, Caistor and 

Homcastle. Oswald dated the wall at Margidunum to the fourth century on the 

grounds that pottery of that date was embedded in the concrete core. The 

illustrated pottery is certainly of late date and includes a fourth century 

Swanpool mortarium and late Nene Valley colour-coated wares. If this 

stratigraphy were correct, and we have no reason to doubt it, then a much later 
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date than that put forward by Todd must be accepted. Further detailed work 

on the defences would be essential if an on-line route were adopted. 

Variable characteristics include the official status suggested by the_ inclusion of some 

settlements (and not others) in tht: Antonine Itinerary. Provision for the storage of tax 

in kind has been identified at Alcester in the form of a granary, as has a possible open 

market place in the suburbs. Milling has been suggested at Water Newton. Forged 

coins and a goldsmith's weight indicate other more exotic activities. 
- - ----_ .. _------

Chart 2: Small Towns in the East Midlands - types of 

activities recorded 
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7 Villas and local centres: a study of their inter-relationships 

7.1 The villa/town landscape 

The importance of small towns as markets for rural produce and for imported goods, 

collection points for tax revenue in kind, administrative centres, and centres for 

religious complexes for the surrounding countryside is widely accepted. The inter

dependcnce of town and country is fundamental to the functioning of the Roman 
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administrative system and economy. In some cases, the town dwellers may have 

tilled the surrounding land for themselves or for the richer landowners living in the 

nearby villas. 

Todd recognised that the small towns oi'Roman Britain often had a group of villas 

around them contrasting them with cities which have few villas nearby (Todd 1 970, 

1 24). Esmonde Cleary in his study of the suburbs of Roman towns observes that the 

nature of the relationship between (own and country includes these administrative, 

economic, social and tenurial elements which are difficult to detect archaeologically 

(1987, 1 87). MiIlett has linked the growth of Roman small towns and the floruit of 

villas with changes in the tax collection whereby taxes were collected in kind at local 

centres SLU.:h as the small towns rather in currency at the civitas capitals. This coupled 

with imperial discouragements of ex.cessive urban munificence and municipal 

embellishment favoured the growth of smaller centres and allowed minor nobility to 

benefit financially from the administrative system. These changes released the wealth 

of the landowners for personal aggrandisement and major building projects at their 

country homes. 

Todd recognised in 1 970 (127) the need to examine the relationship of towns to 

farmsteads, villages and field systems as well as villas. Such far-reaching studies 

would be expensive but ate being carried out where plmming permits more wide

ranging studies or research funding is available (Wroxeter hinterland project, 

Shiptonthorpe, Holme on Spalding Moor:IIalkon and Millett 1 999 and Powesland 

1998). There are very few extensive studies of Roman small towns, villas and the 

landscape in which they lie currently published. It has, therefore, not been possible to 

compare the Margidunum villa/town landscape in detail with other similar studies of 

town/vi lla landscapes. 

Field systems outside Roman small towns, appearing as cropmarks (Figs 20 and 23) 

are otlen interpreted as contemporary agricultural landscapes farmed by the townsmen 

and/or local landowners. 

In the area of the Corieltauvi villas have been noted around towns a( Great Casterton 

(Great Casterton villa), Aneaster (Todd 1 973, 80), Thorpe (at Elston and East Stoke), 
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Brough (at Norton Disney), Medbourne CUddle 1995), Margidunum (at Margidunum, 

Car Colston and Bingham), Water Newton (Upex 2001 lists 1 0  vil las), Ashton 

(Cotterstock, Upex 200 1) ,  Hibaldstow (Fig. 24, Smith 1 987, 1 94), and Sapperton 

(Simmons 1 995). In most cases, investigation has becn limited to the villa structures 

and very little is known about the associated landscape. 

7.2 The late Iron Age and Saxon landscape 

It has been demonstrated above that in many cases the villas develop in a landscape 

that was occupied by Iron Age settlement sites or field systems (Figs 1 4  and 1 5), and 

given that they would tend to favour wcll·appointed sites this is hardly surprising. 

After the Roman occupation there is evidence at several East Midland villa sites for 

Saxon activity in the form of burials for example at Denton, Southwell and Drayton 

(Chart 1 ,  Table 1) .  Similarly the Roman small towns have evidence for Iron Age 

occupation such as at Brough, and Saxon use such as settlement at Brough and 

Sapperlon and burials at Ancaster, Great Casterton (Fig. 22) and Sapperton. The 

complexity of pre- and post-Roman settlement at Margidunum is not yet established 

but small amounts of hand-made pottery recovered in the course of field-walking, 

some of which has been identified as either Iron Age or Saxon, indicates somc 

activity. Friable hand-made pottery sherds are less likely to survive long in the 

ploughsoil and so the small numbers may be misleading. A deposit of Iron Age date 

was excavated outside the town (G65) but its character was uncertain. 

Latc burials in the rampart are suggestive of very late or even post-Roman activity 

(Fig. 3) and the geophysical anomalies detected by Geoquest Associates on behalf of 

Wessex Archaeology compare with Saxon settlemcnt remains at Catholme (Fig. 1 3). 

8 Predictive modelling 

Any attempt to evaluate what might lie below the surface around Margidunum relies 

on evidence collected from the archaeological work carried out so far and comparison 

with other towns and villas nationally and in the region. These sources of data allow 

us to make suggestions as to what we might expect and how it might be preserved. 

We shall therefore consider the evidence in three ways: 
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• Are there zones of activity which wc can predict? 

• Where might we expect to find multiple "layers" of activity which will require 

more extended treatment and will subsequently take longer to excavate? 

• Where might we expect well-preserved archaeological levels, including 

organiC material? 

For each type of assessment we will examine the possibilities using an appropriately 

zoned drawing of the site (Fig� 28-30). 

8.1 Roadside settlement 

The archaeological zones comprise (Fig. 29): 

• Roadside settlement dating from the I "_4'h centuries both inside and outside 

the town defence�, �et within ditched and/or fenced compounds. These were 

present as stratified deposits with multiple phases including timber and stone 

built structures, some with painted plaster, tiled roofs, window glass, concrete 

or clay floors and daub walls. 

• Within tlle compounds of the roadside settlements, pits, wells, industrial 

deposits and ritual deposits exist and organic preservation will be high in 

some. Evidence for industrial activity was found by both Todd and TPAU 

during excavation and field walking in the area between the villa and the Fosse 

Way. 

• To the north of the town remains of a for! may exist but tllis has been overlaid 

by later Roman urban sprawl. Features which could be found in association 

with this would be cemeteries, a hath-house, kilns and a military armexe. 

These have not been located by the fiddwork although the spread of pottery 

indicates the likely area. No concentrations of tile and brick have been found 

so the location of a bath-house within the roadside corridor is unlikely. 

• Thc burial evidence indicates some po��ible cemetery locations but evidence 

from other towns suggests further cemeteries may be expected on all the 

outskirts of the pottery scatter, along the backs of the roadside compounds and 

around the villa compound (Chart 2 and Appendix 2). 
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• Quarries and industrial activity of an anti-social or agricultural nature might be 

anticipated on the edges of the settlement. The discovery of pottery and tile 

kilns within the road corridor and off road route seems unlikely given the 

absence of wasters from field-walking. 

• Evidence from other villa sites indicates that tenant farms and villages may be 

situated near the villa and the geophysical anomalies to the north of the villa 

may belong to such a settlement (Fig. ! ). 

• Temples and ritual complexes may also occupy a (emenos (ritual enclosure) 

outside the town (chart 2) or adjacent to the villa but present fieldwork cannot 

predict its location. The lake or marshy area to the south-east of the town 

might have attracted ritual activity but the alluvial and lacustrine deposits may 

have covered the evidence. 

• A separate bath-house might be expected near the villa and evidence from 

other towns indicates the possibility of an extramural bath-house. Field

walking has not detected the concentration of tile and brick which would be 

expected over such a structure so its position cannot be predicted. Alluvial 

and colluvial deposits might cover such deposits and so mask their position, 

particularly to the west of the Fosse Way. 

• Roads and trackways may be encountered and some are visible on aerial 

photographs and geophysical surveys. 

• Iron Age and Saxon settlements and cemeteries might be expected around the 

town and villa on the grounds of their presence at other similar sites in the East 

Midlands (Chart 2, Appendices I and 2). 

• Field systems with scattered buildings and industrial features are likely to 

surround the foci of the town and villa. These are likely to contain 

significantly less archaeology than the roadside settlement or areas adjacent to 

the villa although unpredictable features such as temple complexes could lie 

undetected. 

8.2 Multiple phases (Fig. 30) 

In many areas we might expect to encounter a substantial thickness of multi-phase 

stratigraphy. The nature of these deposits vary and three types are suggested: 
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Type 1 :  Along the roadside settlement is deeply stratified in several places . 

Some 350 years of occupation may be encountered within a relatively small 

area either side of the Fosse Way. The road itself has to some extent 
preserved the remains and keyhole excavations have encountered well

preserved fragments and large unabradcd pottery sherds, even in the area of 

the roundabout (G 8 1 - 1 07, 11 4-5, and 1 9- 1 20). 

In addition to the stratified urban deposits, military deposits may underlie 

tbese to the north of the town defences (G.50). Very little is known of the 

nature of the earliest Roman occupation of the site and these deposits are 

crucial to our understanding uf the origin of the Roman "small town" and of 

the military history of the Conquest of this tribe. The dating and 

strati graphic sequence of the town defences (021 -29 and 5 1-61)  would also 

be encountered in this zone and is at present ill-understood. 

In the area of the defences complex stratigraphy may be anticipated. 

The magnetic susceptibility survey (Appleton et al. 2003) suggested some 

anomalies to the north-west of the town which were thought to reflect either 

earlier or current agricultural regimes ur archaeologically significant areas of 

high susceptibility dispersed within the fields. These were nut subjected to 

detailed magnetometer survey but the marked concentration of Held-walked 

Roman pOtlery in this area confimlS the suspicion that extensive extra-mural 

settlement may be expected in this area. The type l one in this area has been 

enlarged to cover the pottery spread and the magnetic anomalies. It should 

be noted that the limits of the magnetic anomalies extended outside the 

survey area. Consequently the limit of the type 1 zone is uncertain. 

Type 2: in some areas the zoning prediction suggests multi-phased activity 

spread over a wider area. North-west of the Fosse Way pottery scatters and 

geophysical evidence suggest the possibility of Iron Age and/or Saxon 

activity. This might result in a situation where a complex palimpsest of 
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settlement features is encountered. The remains encountered at sites lie 

Stanwick (Fig. 15) serve as a warning of how complex such landscapes can 

be and the excavation on the A46 at Glebe Farm, Brough confirm that 

complex sequences ofIron Age, Roman and Anglo-Saxon settlements may 

be encountered. 

Type 3:  around the settlement foci, field systems with an unpredictable range 

offeatures are to be expected. These may include outlying barns and stock 

enclosures and some of the undetected features of Roman life such as temple 

complexes and kiln concentrations. At present there is no evidence for the 

location of these latter types offeatures. Deep stratigraphy is unlikely. 

The area to the east of the A46 is included in type 3 but the overlying alluvial 

deposits may be masking a more complex zone of activity. 

8.3 ZOlles of preservatioo 

In some areas we have evidence for good preservation of archaeological layers and 

organic material . 

• Outside the defences to the south, thick layers of alluvium exist. This can 

overlie and therefore protect the archaeological layers (G 70-3, 76-8, and 1 1 8). 

In some deposits organics were preserved. 

• Features within the town had organic material preserved in them. These 

include the rampart ditches, wells, pits and the pook Such deposits may be 

expected on the line of the defences, in the area of peat to the east of the road 

and in wells and deep pits within the roadside settlement. 

• The area of occupation covered by alluvial deposits is rather unpredictable as 

the deposits may mask underlying archaeology but with greatly enhanced 

preservation. 

Conversely, danlage to some areas of archaeological potential has certainly been 

caused by later works. The key areas of damage are probably 

• reconstruction and resurfaCing of the A46 itself 

• the construction of the roundabout 
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• the widening of the approach roads to the rOllndabout, particularly in the 

cuttings to the north·west and north-east 

• the renewal of lighting and other structures on the road 

• the extensive excavations, partiClllarly those of Oswald. 

In no case, however, can it be assumed that all archaeological remains in any of' these 

areas have been destroyed. A small-scale re-excavation of parts of Oswald's 

excavation area showed that features still survive, some as excavated profiles and 

some unexcavated (Knight & Kinslcy 1 992, 30-31 and fig. 22), while excavations in 

the roundabout have also indicated that features and layers survive (Priest & Knight 

1 995, 1 998; Zeffert, Knight and Badcock 1 995). 
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10 Figures 
Fig . I Location of archaeological investigations, finds scatter, cropmarks and 

geophysical anomalies, auger survey and extent of alluvium around 
Margidunum. I :  8500 

Fig. 2 Location of archaeological investigations within and beside defended area. 
1 :2000 

Fig. 3 Details of major features excavated by Oswald and Todd showing predicted 
lines of town defences. 1 : 1 500 
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Fig. 4 

Fig. 5 

Fig. 6 
Fig. 7 

Fig. 8 

Fig. 9 

Fig. 1 0  

Fig. 1 1  

Fig. 12 

Fig. 1 3  

Fig. 1 4  

Fig. 15 

Fig. 16 

Fig. t 7 

Fig. 1 8  

Fig. 19  

Fig. 20 
F' 21  Ig. 

Details of structural evidence recovered from Oswald and Todd's 
excavations and evaluations, test pits and watching briefs carried out in the 
1 990s and 2000s. I :  1 500 
Location and phasing of excavated section of town defences and 
burials. I : 1 500 
Broad phasing of structural evidence based on published dating. I :  1 500 
Oswald's sections showing evidence of early embellisbed buildings (1105 
well Y with column dmm, wall plaster in pit W .T49 and window glass in Pit 
N F43) and late stone buildings (building G HOI and building F F39) 
within ditched compounds. 
Margidunum villa geophysical anomalies compared with plans of courtyard 
villas. A Margidunum, B Woodchester, C North Leigh, D Chedworth, E 
Bignor, F Fishbourne All Hingley 1984. 
Margidunum villa geophysical anomalies A compared with villas with 
excavated ancillary structures at B Cosgrove, Northamptonshire (after 
Quinnell l 99 1 )  and C Winterton, Lincolnshire (after Goodbum 1 978) 
Margidunum villa geophysical anomalies (C) compared with A villa block 
at Marsht!elds, the Cotswolds with enclosure wall and burials (after 
Blockley 1 985) and B villa complex at Apethorpe (after RHC11E). 
Margidunum villa compound geophysical anomalies compared with villa 
compounds apparently with two house rangc at B Beadlam, Yorkshire, C 
Llantwit Major, S. Glam and D Gayton Thorpe Norfolk (all after Hingley 
1 984). 
Margidunum villa geophysical anomalies compared with villas with 
multiple courtyards at B North Wraxall (after Hingley 1 984, C Bisley with 
Lypiatt, Northants. (after RHCME) D Woodehcster (after Hingley 1984), 
and E Cotterstock, Northants. (after Upex 2(01). 
Margidunum villa A and settlement B geophysical anomalies compared 
with Iron AgelRomano-British farmstcad enclosures at C Hoveringham and 
Anglo-Saxon scttlement at D Catholme (Losco-Bradley and Kinsley 2002). 
Roman villa at Chignall, Essex showing villa landscape (after Clarke 1 998). 
Note cemetery next to enclosure south of Eascment area and abundance of 
ditches, posthole buildings and other settlement features south of villa. 
Excavation at Stanwick, Northamptonshire of villa landscape with 
underlying prehistoric settlement (after Neal I 989). 
Margidunum villa geophysical anomalies compared with regional villa 
group. B Car Coiston, Nottinghamshire (after Blagg 1970), C Denton, 
Lincolnshire and D Norton Disney, Lincolnshire. 
Margidunum villa geophysical anomalies compared with large villas in the 
East Midlands (after Whitwcll 1 975) B Scampton, C Winterton, D Great 
Weldon E Mansfield Woodhouse, F Great Casterton, 
A Margidunum villa geophysical anomalies compared with villas and 
associated cropmarks in the East Midlands. B Cromwell (after Whimster 
1989), C Newville Farm. (after lones 1 988), D Lockington (after Clay 
1 984), E Walesby, F Otby Moor, and G Glentham Cliff (all after Jones 
1 988). 
Water Newton defended town and surrounding landscape (after Burnham 
and Wacher 1 990). 
Ashton (after Burnham and Wacher 1 990). 
Sapperton (after Burnham and Wacher 1 990). 
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Fig. 22 
Fig. 23 
Fig. 24 
Fig. 25 
Fig. 26 
Fig. 27 
Fig. 28 
Fig. 29 
Fig. 30 

Fig. 3 1  

f" 3? 19. -
Fig. 33 

Great Casterton (after B urnham and Wacher I 990). 
Homcastle (after Bumham and Wacher 1 990). 
Hibaldstow (after Buruham and Wachcr 1 990). 
Towcester (after Buruham and Wacher 1 990). 
Alcester (after Buruham and Wacher 1 990). 
Irchester (after Bumham and Wacher 1 990). 
Predictive plan of fort and military annexe. 1 :  1 0000 
Predictive plan of Romano-British urban and rural settlement 1 :8000 
Predictive plan of degrees of complex stratification of archaeological 
remains by area. Type 1 :  very complex stratification with more than three 
phases anticipated. Type 2 :  palimpsest landscape with vertical and 
horizontal stratigraphy possible over a wide area such as Iron Age 
settlement overlaid by Roman t1eld system and ancillary buildings overlaid 
by Anglo-Saxon settlement. Type 3 relatively simple stratigraphy 
anticipated based on present evidence with field system, enclosures and 
scattered ancillary structures. I :  1 0,000 
Predictive plan of areas underlying alluvial and colluvial deposits and deep 
features with preserved organics. I :  8000 
Plan of site with Gazetteer numbers. 1 :8000 
Plan of site with Gazetteer numbers 1 :2000 
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1 1  Gazetteer (See Figs 32-3 for locations) 

- - - - - - - - - - - -

The gazetteer lists archaeological works old and new that have been conducted on the site and itemises details of the major features. The features 
are digitised in the Autocad drawing accompanying this report and the Gazetteer numbers are printed on figs 3 1 -2. 

No. f-vidence Period 1 st 2nd 3rd ilth Results Bibliograph Le reference Nature of Location lLocation , jsu bdivisioD K:Jffeature i nvestigati on 
type 

I Stone RB Y Y Y Footing fragments and three layers of paving. E .... idence of Pr),ce, r.D. 1 9 1 1  Margidunum: ;\ tExca ,"alLon :MargicJunu , 
building building to the east oflhe Fos.se way was exca;'Ip,ated by Roman fortified post on the Fosse way. m town i 

O,,.-.ld and Pryce in 19 \0 (Pryce 19 12. 6) in 'he form of JBAA 3-2 1 .  , , 
j oof tiles, slates.,. window glass, painted wall plaster, flue 
hiles. and some tesserue as well as three- sucressive areas. of [skeny paving set on mOI1ar� ooncentrated nearest the 
lFosse Way frontage. The mortar of the middle layer of 
pav Lfig o""edaid a layer of charcoal with many large nai ls I 
suggesting the pre .... ious structure ... vas of tLmber. A coin of I 
Cons-tans was recordeti above the lowest paving 
suggesting a fourth century date for the upper pavements. I 
Oswa[d publis.hed fourtb century mortaria from this area ot ! 

; ; paving (OswalJ 1956, PI VII d). i I I 
2 lnhumatio- UNK i Hmnan remains recorded on 191 ]  OS map. OS m"" of 191 1.  Knigh� D. and ICasual find? 

n Kinsley, G. 1992 Archaeology of the j I Fosse Way Vol 2 

3 Evidence RH Y Y i "lbree layers of pa .... ing, 4th century -coin below top paving PI)'ce, r. D. 191 1  Margidunum: A ExcaValLOn Margidunu 
oftirnber i layer. Second paving layer above layer of char<!oal and Roman fortified post on the Fosse way, m (ov.n 
building many large nails suggesting timber butlding. Possibly 1st BAA, 3-21.  

i or 2nd. 

I 
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5 

6 

-

!Evidence jPerlod 
of feature 

� 
Animat 
burial 

RE 

lnhumatio I RB 
n 

Stone 
building 

1 

RB 

- -

I Sf i2nd i3rd 
I 

y y 

y y 

iY y y 

- - - - - --

4th [Results 

Dog pit. Pit found at back of f-nclosure 'Nlth bui I di Ilg F 
with skeleton-s. of six dogs. Date uncertain but date of 

'gull), probably 1 Sf or 2nd, 

- - -

Bibliographic reference 

Oswald, F _ 1 927. :Margidunum. !Nottingham 

Fragment ofhumafl bone (lower jaw) recorded by Osv,.'ald lO:mlald� F. 1 fll7, Margidunum. 
from ditch 9. Date uncertain but date of gully probably l,t[Nottingham 
or 2nd. 

- -

Nature of 
investigation 

Excavation, p. 
19 

Excavatton, p. 
22 

-

Location 

- -

Location 
subdi ".·ision 

y jBuilding l .. Os .... �'atd dated bui Iding l to the late first !oswald, F _ Margidurmm. J RS J I , 32 -62 IExca .... atiQIl, the IMargtdUnu 
century but an earlier building is represented by layers of r 

� "schola" m to\'tTI 
broken pai n�ed ptas.ter, burnt daub and fragments of a 
coarser wall plaster. The west waU .... rested on charred 
beam, with much burnt daub" (Oswald 1941, 38). 

�teratLom. dating to the second century are recorded and e a�"'Sociated pottery dates to the thi rd cenLllf}' at le.ast. 

I e layers predating these alterations induded bui lLlers' 
debris, much wall plaster, iron slag and nai ls so clearly 
se .... eral phases of blJi ld ings with a degree of sophistication 

'are represented (Oswald 194 1 fig. 6). An abundance of 
late third to late fourth century pottery recorded from the 
upper layers of the bui lding above the "marsh silt" 

demonstrate extensi .... e occupation in or near the building 
Oswald 1941, fig 1 5) and another layer of wall plaster and 

bu Llders debris lay above a layer of peat with large stones.. 
Jt is c·lear from Osv"ald's account that multiple phases of 
strucrures with prunted plasterwork are represented and the 
wall footings represent a building which probably 
undetv.·enl changes from the late first to late second or 
early third. centuries with further activity in the 4th. 1 
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�o E""idence Period lIst /2nd 3rd 4th 
"ffeature 
tyre 

7 Stone RE Y Y 
huilding 

; 

, 

, 
1 I 

·8 Stone Rn y 
building I 

, 
, 

, 

9 Poo l 
, r 

, 
, 

, i i 

! 

110 jlnhumatio Y 

I in , 

I \ 

Results 

Building M. This was identifLN as a bath house but 
details of its excavation was never published and its' 
sequence with the peaty marsh is not secure. At least ffi'o 
phases of flooring was represented and ill p<l'st-hole below 

he earliest floor may represent an even earlier phase. 
Oswald dated the hui tding to the late Flavian to Antonine 
period on account of stratified tate Fla .... ian potter)' bel 0'1,.\' 
the earlier floor and Antonine sarnian from floor of the 
� .. tokehole and frolll the hypocaust_ 

,Bunding N _ This was a multi-phase structure \v1tl1 much 
late fourth centUlY pottery on the floors but j>Ossibly dating 
from as earty as the second century since pottery of the 
date- -was found under lhe entran-ce. Tbe building had four 
rooms linked by a corridor and with projecting wings. 

Internal painted plaster work with a quarter mouldtng 
around the bottom was found. The floors were of opus 

j,)lgninum and the roof ofCharnwood slate. 

Pool next [0 building M. The pool to the east of tile barns 
was explored by Oswald because be initially though the 
depression was part of the defences. On exca,,'ating part 0 

it he found it \\'as a "so(ution .... alley - a frequent 
-occurrence in gypsum districts slJch as the Keuper mar 1"_ pswald does not recount the ex.cavation of this feature in 
detail but illustrations of the finds are scattered througbout 
his reports {Oswald 1956, PI. V, PI VU c, and include two 
face pots which, together with the curious inhumations 
from building L� its � central hollow and the unusual plaster 
of Paris plinth might fa"'our a reHgious function for some 
of the -components of this area of the site. The pottery 
included a late hammerhead mortarium. 
J burials in build ing L,. found by Oswald stratigraphkally 
earlier than the charred timber and burnt daub predating 
the stone walls of building L. 

- - -

B ib[iographic referem:-.e Nature of 
investigaILon 

Oswald, F. Margidunum. JRS 31, 32-62 Excavatioll, the 
"bath-house , 
I 

Oswald, F. Margidunum. JRS 3 1 ,  32-62 'Ext",'a<ion, the 

Oswald. F, Margidunum, JRS 3 1 ,  32-62 

Oswald, F, Margidunum, JRS 31, 32-62 

11 fate house" 

Excavation 

, ; 
I 

Exca vatior.J, fig. 
9 

- - -

Location Location 
subdivision 

(!.1argidunu . 
m town 

I 

, 
i 

Margidullll : 

m LOv..n 

i 

, 
, 

Margidunu 
m town 

; 

Margidunu 
m to\'Vn 
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No. Evidence Period !:st 2nd rro of feature 
type 

I I Pool RE y ;y I , , 
, , 

12 Altar RB 
, 

13 Evidence RE Y 
of 
improved 
building 

14 Evidence RB Y 
oftirnber 
buildlng , 

: I 

'15 Stone RIl Y Y Y 
building 

I , 

I 

- - - - - -

rtll [Re>UitS 

IPool in middle ofbullding L, this cllnta�ned pottery dated 
to the late l st-early 2nd o:::ntur), and underlay the 2nd 
century gravel floor of building L 

Plaster and concrete pedestal base in building L, possibly 
of altar. This rested on clay and the side showed the 
impression of a woCH:ten mould. 

jBuilding debri s includ ing fragments of plaster under floor 

i 
pssociated with LIst pottery in building L 

! 
Charcoal and charred timl>cr l>clow wall of bui Iding L, with 
burnt danb 

Y Bui Idi Ilg G. Os-wald assigns a mid 1 st -century date to the 
earlteSl timber building dates recOflstruct�on in stone to the late 1 st century Part -of G is. described as built over 

ar 1 ier c.ellars \ ... ·b [ch are tdenttfied as pit Z (Osvrold 194 g). 
Osw-ald says jn 1927 (p. 4 J) this ';'; late house" yielded a 

oin of Crispus., son of Consrantine along wtth 
hara-c-tertstLc pottery, Although the stratigraphic position 

]of the -coin and the pottery is not disclosed in this 
j �lJb!icatiOIl, the section across building G dra ... m by 
I swald (1948) shows !'OHeT)' dated b)' him to the third 
, �emury underlying a se<:tion of pavi I1g apparentl,), abutting I fa stone footing belonging to a rectangular structure wh i ch 

he seems to ha ve exposed. in its; entirety, This part of I building G at least mu," l>clong to the third or fourth I cenmry _ Ln 1948 the stratigraphic position of the -coin and 
! more pottery dated by him to the 4th -century is sho\ltTl on I 

I tbe sect[on (section J t U) as above the level of the paving 
in this part of the complex. This strongly suggests that 
some of building complex G belong> to the fourth century_ 

- - � - - - - - -

Bib!iograph ic reference Nature of 
in vesligation 

Oswald, F. Margidunuffi_ JRS 3 1 ,  32-62 Excavation, fig. 
9 

pswaJ<l F _ Margidunum_ JRS 3 1 ,  32-62 ExcaYation, fig. 
9 

Ilocation 
, 
• , , 
Margidunu 
m to'Wfl 

Marg[dunu 
m town 

Q,wald, F_ Margidunum. JRS 3 I, 32-<>2
l
ExcavatiolL the Margidunu 

_"schola", fig. 5 m to'WTI 
! 

O,wald, F. Margidunurn. JRS 3 1, 32-62 Excavation, the \1argidunu "sthola", fig. 5 m to'i.'ffi 

Oswald, F The Commandant's House at Excavation, the Margidunu 
Margidunum. N oUingharn commandant's lm to-vm 

House complex. i 

ILocation 
subdivis.ion 
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No. �"idence Period !Ist j2nd 3rd 
"ffeature 
Itype ; 

16 'Stone RE Y Y 
I building 

, 
r i 

1 7  Evidence RIJ Y 
of 

, I : I , improved 
; 

building i 
18 Stone RB Y 

building 

! 
19 Evidence RB Y , of j I impro .... ed i I building 

20 Evidence RE IY y 
of 
improved 
building 

21 Rampart RB Y Y 
22 'own ""'all RB Y 

- - - - -

14th Results 

lBuilding F Grave! spreads dated to the Antonine period by 
Oswald are recorded south west and inside of building F 
and a gravel layer with poltery dated by Oswald to the 3rd 
century abuts the wall ofbuildlng in Oswald's section 
(J948rn pl lll  F38-9). The CI.udian well lay below the 
compound ditch 6 south of building F. The redating of the 
Claudian well to the Fla vian period and possibly later 

, Todd 1969, 22 and Samuels 198ft, 134) would suggest, on �e basis of Oswald' s section, that this compound, buil ding 
and muc-h of the paving in th!s area belongs to- the 

second century and after. A pit dated to the first century 
contained -window glass. Slag pits were found wLthin lhe 
enclosure- dated by Osv..'ald to the first century, 

l 
Colunm drum in late ] st century well 

i 

I 
I 
Late 1 st century footings and floor le ... 'els in bui Iding G 
complex 

Window arch in djtch Z, predating wall and possibly 
draining iruo OUler ditch 

Roofing Wes found in well R assoctated with 3 rd century 
pottery 

trm'VU wall 

- - - -

Bibliographic reference 

Os\, .. ,ald, F The Commandant's House at 
Margidunurn. Nottingham 

i 
'Oswald, F The Cornmandant's llouse at 
Margidunum. Norti ngham 

- _ . - -

Nature of 
investigation 

Ex.cavation, lhe 
"stable" 

1 
I 

Exc..a .... '3t(on, 
section 

1 

! 

Location !Location 

Margidunu . 
m town I 

, 

subdivision 

Oswald, F The Commandant's House- at ! Exca .... ati-on, 
Margjdunum. Nottingham secti-on 

foswaid, F. 1952 Exca ,"'anon of a Ex.ca vation 
fravers.e ofMargidunum,. 45 

Oswald, F. 1952 Excavation ofa Excavation Margidunu 
Traverse ofMargidunum, section Irn tOWl) 

Oswald 1952, pi I ExcavatLon 

Oswald 1952, pi 1 Exc:avation I 

so 
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/N0. l�Vidence Period 1st 2nd j3rd �th Results Bibliographic reference jNature of Location Location 
offeatur-e , in ve:s1igation subdivision 

,\)'pe 
23 Early RE , IExcav.atLon 

defences Outer ditch 11 Oswald 1952 Pll 
24 Late ditch RI! Y Y Outer ditch III Oswald 1952, pI 1 Exca .... ation j 
25 I'-.te ditch RE IY y \outer ditch IV Oswald 1952, pI 1 Excavation , 

26 Late ditch RE Y Y !outer ditch lIJ Oswald 1952 PI! Excavation 
27 Late ditch RI! Y Y Outer ditch IV Oswald 1952 Pll Excavation 
28 Defences RB Y Y Outer ditch V Oswald 1952 P 11  Excavallon I 
29 Defences. RH ,Y iY Outer ditch VI Osw"ld 1952 Pl l Excavation 
30 1nhumario RE . , Y \Res-cue excavation inhumation cemetery odd, M. 1969 Margidunum Exca .... 'ation Margidunu 

ns Excavations 1966-8, ITS 73, 5-50 m lown 
j , 

, 
; 

, 

3 1  'Cremation RB Y , cremation, isolated second century cremation odd, M. 1969 M argidunum fExcavatton Margidunu 
, Excavations 1966-8, ITS 73, 5 -50 m town 

, j 
I , 

, 

32 Jrimber RB AS Y Building A. Late clay floor associated with postholes T odd, M. 1969 Margidunurn Exca .... ation, p. Margidunu 
buLlding m1erlyLng rampart. Sherds of ID Ld-founh century rec.orded Excavations 1%6-8. ITS 73, 5-50 62 m town 

, from below the floor giving a term inus post quem (earl Lest i 
i 

date), 

33 Stone RE y IY y Bui ldlng B� clay floor a.s.sociated .... riCh stone footings. Jvl.id IT odd, M. 1969 Margidunum Excavation, p. Margidunu 
building 2nd century pottery under floor and much 3rd -4th century Exc.,'ations 1966-8, ITS 73, 5-50 58 m to'INTI 

sherds over floor. Several more fragments of c lay flooring 

i I 
and walls adjacent. 

5 1  



- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

['0. Evidence Period 1 st 2nd )3m 14th Results Bi bliographic reference �ature of Location Locatlon 
of feature , tin ,"'estigatioTJ subdi vision 
Itl'pe 34 ·Stone RB ,Y P 13 lJi Idtng c. Stone footed building \"t'itn three rooms and Todd, 'vI. 1969 Margidunum Excavation, p !Margidunu 
building l courtyard, over lain by rampart. Stone line:d pit outside. Excavations 1966-8. "ITS 71, 5-50 63 m to\'YTI ; Served by road_ Two more fragments of \...-aJ I footi ngs to , 

north and south may belong to other bu ildings. Pottery ! 
I from the wans suggests a date after AD150 and debris in 

, he yard gave a date of mid-second to mid-third century , 
for the occupation_ 

, 

35 Stone RB Y B ui Iding D _ Battered pitched footings under ram part Todd, M. 1969 Margidunum (Excavation, P" Margidunu 
building Excavations 1966-8. TTS 71, 5-50 59 m town 

, 
, ! 

136 �Stone RB Y , lBuilding H, fragments of stone foolings exc.avated odd, M. 1969 Margidunum Exc3'r'ation, p Margidunu 
ibuilding [hurried ly with little detatl fxcavations 1966-8. rrs 73, 5 -50 59 ID to\'VI1 

j , , 
, , ; 1 

37 Stone RB i Y B L!i Iding I, fragments of stone footi ngs. exca .... ated Todd, M. 1969 Margidunum Excavation, p Margidunu I , 
building burrLedly with i itile detail Excavations ] 966-8. TTS 73, 5-5 0 59 m tOWIl 

! 
38 Stone RB Y Butlding J fragments of stone footi ngs excavated hurriedly T odd, M. 1969 Margidunum Excavation,. p MargLdunu 

�uilding with little detail. T odd dated bu ildings H-J to the second Excavations 1966-8. ITS 73, 5-50 59 m town 
entury or later. 

i , 
I 

39 Stone ;Rll I Building K fragment offootings north of defenc�s, rr odd, M. 1969 Margidunum Excavation e;argidunu , 
building 1 location uncertain. !Excavations 1966-8. ITS 73, 5-50 lm wwn 

, 

52 
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o. Evtdence Period 1st 2nd 3rd 4th Results !B ib liographtc reference Nature of Location Location 
of feature 

[ 
inve:itigation subdivLsion 

, type 40 lTiml>cr Rn Y Buifding 0 early timber Dui [ding dated to the first century T odd, M. 1 969 Margid unum Excavation,. p Margidunu , 
bu ilding by Todd. Excavations 1966-8. TfS 73, 5-50 23 m town , 

, 

4 1  Timl>cr RB Y Building P early tlmber building slot dated to the fIrst Tod� M. 1969 Margidunum Exca vat [on, p Margidunu 
building I century by Todd. Excavatio"" 1 966-s' TfS 73, 5-50 25 m town 

I 

i , 
42 tTimber RE lA Y B uildi ng Q earty timber building slub, including cur..'ed ffodd, M. 1969 Margidunum 'Excavation, p Margidllnu 

buifding slot dated to the fLlSt century by T odd. Excavations 1966-8. ITS 73, 5-50 25 !m 1o .... \TI 

i ! 
, , 

'43 ,Cobbling RB ILarge area of cobbling recorded by Todd nortn ofbuild�ng T od� M. 1969 Margidunum Exca .... -ation, po J .... 1argidllllu 
J and tying under northern rampart Excavations 1966-8. ITS 73, 5-50 25 m town 

, ; , 
r , 

I I f4 \Vorkshop RB .y Y I W urks.hop deposit including iron artefacts, se .... eral whet T od� M. 1969 Margidunum Excavation, p Margidunu 
stones and pottery dated to tne mid 2nd century by Tood Excavations 1966-S. ITS 73, 5-5 0 25 m town fbut induding sherds SU1::h .as a flanged bowl now dated ro 

, the mid to late 3 rd century 

45 Evidence RB Layer of broken opus signinwn next to bui Iding B jTodd, M. 1969 Margidunum Excavation. p. Margidunu 
of !Excavations 1966-8. TfS 73, 5-50 59 m town 
improved 
building I i I i 

46 Ritual KB y Y T�o figurines 0 f molher goddesses found in yard of Todd, M. 1969 Margidunum Excavation j 
I building C Excavations 1966-8. ITS 73, 5-50, 63 
: 

i , 47 Town wan RB y To\"TI wall I-rodd 1969 Excavation 
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No. Evtdence Per100 !I s[ 2nd i3rd 
offcatllfe 
type 

8 "fov.'Il wall RB Y 
49 Town wall RB , Y 
50 Fort d itch RB Y 
5 1  Early RB Y 

defences 

'52 Early RB Y 
defences , 

53 jEarly RB Y 
;defences , 

54 Early RB Y 
, 

defences , 

55 Late ditch RB Y 
56 .late ditch RB , 
57 Early Rll Y , 

defences 

.58 Late ditch !RE Y 
59 Later RB Y 

defences , 

60 'Early and RB Y Y 
taler 
ramparts j 

61 Early and RB Y Y 
later 
ramparts 

62 Fosse Way RE 
I I ! 

- - -

4 rh !Resulls 

Town waJ! 

To ..... n ... vall 

Fort? ditch 

Early ditch 1 

, Early d itoh 1 

\Early ditch 1 
, 

Early ditch I! 

Y 3rd-4th centUl)' ditch 

IY 4th contury outer ditch 

\Earl), ditch J [ 
Y '3 rd-4rh centUl)' ditoh 

Y 

C'pcast bank 
.Y 
! 

1 and 11 

Y 
! , 
Rampart I and !! 

- '-

rrhe Hump, possibly early line ofF� Way 

- - - - - - - - -

Bibliographlc reference Nature of jl . .ocalion Location 
investigation su bdi .... ision 

Todd 1969 Excavation 

Todd 1969 Excavation 

�'odd 1969 Excavation 
Excavation 

Todd 1969 
Exca .. 'atLon 

Todd 1969 

Exca vatiun 
; frodd 1969 

Excavation , 

Todd 1 969 i 

Todd 1969 Exca'"'atLon 

Todd 1969 Ex-ca ..... ation , 

Excavation 

Todd 1969 
i 

'Oswald 1952 PI1 Excavation 

Excavation 

Todd 1969 

Excavation 

fodd 1969 ! 
Excavation 

Todd 1969 

Knight, D. and Kinsley, G. 1992 walko .... er 
Archaoology of the Fosse Way V01 2 survey 

54 
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No. !�fVidenCe Peri<Xi !lst 2nd pm 4th IReSUltS jBibliograPhiC reference Nature of Location Location 
! ffeature , ; investigation subdi .... tsion 

ypc . , 
63 Cropmark MOD ! )Linear cropmark. The coincidence of offset and fLeld Xnight, D. and Kinsley, G. 1992 r-\erial 

boundary suggests this may be relatively recent. .Archaeology of the Fosse Way Vo l 2 photographs 

i 
64 Cropmm IRB Parallel ditch cropmarks, pro babty road to east gate Knight, D. and Kinslcy, G. 1992 Aerial , ! Archaeology of the fosse Way Vol 2 photographs l I 

, 
65 'Pot scatter IA RB Y Area I Iron Age pot and J A or ear 1y RB pebble spread Knight, D. and Kin>ley, G. 1 992 Excavation 

1 over irregu la..- features. Archaeo-togy Qfthe Fosse \'4iay Vol 2 

! ; 
66 Evidence RB , Y Y Y !Area 3 Hearth on day spread (associated with 2nd and 4th Knight, D. and Kinsley, G. 1992 Exca ..... ation , 

of 
, century ponel)' near laid limestone and sandstone spread. Archaeology of the Fosse Wa)' Vol 2 , 

impro .... ed .' 
building , , 

67 Gull)' !RE y Area 4 late 1 st century guliy !Knight, D, and Kin'ley, G. 1992 hem'ation 
, Archaeology of the Fosse Way Vol 2 
, ! 

68 lE-videncc RE Y I !Area j. Demolition layer from mortar bound 5.to ne building Knight, D. and Kin'ley, G. 1992 EXC-a,,'atiotl 
I{)f with 1 st century pottery Archaoology of the Fosse Way Vo! 2 
'improved 
building 

h9 Road RE Y !Area 6 Fosse Way and drainage d itch to south east pottery Knight, D. and Kinsie)', G. 1992 Excavation 

l of first half of second century. Undated stone packed. Archaoology of the Fosse Way Vol 2 
J feature below road , , 
� j 
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�o. tVidence Period 'I sI 2nd 3rd 
f feature 

;typ-e 
'70 Pottery Rll 

scatter , 
, 

, 

, i 

71 AJ!U'\o'ium RB 
J , 

, 

, 

I ! 

I ; 
; 

72 Pottery RB 
scatter 

r I 
, i , 

- - - - - - - - .. - - - - -

)4th 

! 

Resutts Bibliograph ic reference Nature of 
investigation 

thin scatter of finds (I RB <herd, 3 Med, 6 P-Med, 5 K"igh� D. and Malone, S .  1993: fieldwalking of fM" " "'M" "" ,,',' '"", fu, ='''" '"" (,","", '"' ,'Construction of a gravity sewer boeru.'een 1 5  m pipeline 
COli Id lie beneath peat/alluvium) N e\.,.1on and W ynhill pumpi ng stations, ,easement 

Notts_ Summary report on archaeological 
investigations' (TPAT) 

\deep allu>·i.1 deposits (up to 0.7m) and some waterlogged Knight, D. and Malone, S. 1993: 6 test.pits along 
r"'-�-""-(-"'''' r�_ .... .. . �., _ �_. "",. 
further in report); mollu:s-can remains suggest lacustrine IN ewton and WYllhill pumping stations, eas.ement, E 

deposits. fN"otts.. Swnmary report on archaeological side of A46 
investigations' (IPA T) 

, 

natural waterlogged deposits; e .... idence for a possible Knight, D. and M.lon<; S. 1'193: trench along 
medieval plough· ridge; 3 probable RB sherds, 1 Med, 1 'Construction of a gravit), sewer between pipelille 
Hint sc-.raper Newton and W ynhill pumping stations, easement, E 

NoHs. Summary rePQrt on archaeological side of A46 
investigations' (TP AT) 

; I 

Loca�Eon Location 
su bdi vis(on 

SW of 
Margidunu 
m 

l i 

SW of 
Margidunu 
m 

SW of rrrench OS 
Margidunu 
m Trench 08 

[ 

56 
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, 
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- -

iNo 
, 

73 

74 

: 

, 

75 

, l 
: i 

- -

Evidence Period 
of feature i!)'pe 
Gulltes RB 

1 
, 

!Pottery iPRE 
Scatter 

Defence �work.sj 
; I 

RB 

- -

11 st pod 3rd 

Y Y 

! 

! 
! 

; 

i 
i 

- - - - - - - - - - -

4th 

, 

Results Bibl [ographic reference 

c. OAm allu .... imn, abo .... e a series of illtercuUing gu Hies Knight, D. and Malone, S. 1993: 
running approx. l\:IE-SW, interpreted as R-B boundary 'Construction of a gra .... ity sewer betweell 
parallel to Fosse Way; RB sherds from gullies (3 I stl2nd C lNevtton and Wynhill pumping stations, 
and several abraded Sami an) [Notts... Summary report on archaeo logical 

in .... estigations' (TPAn 
i 
! 

, 

I 

, 

Concentration of worked flint in fiehi 229, N of Ki",le)" A.G, 1993: 'Fie!dwalking, 
\1argidunum roundabout, extending a short distance E of earthwork surveys and geologi-cal 
Fosse Way into field 230C. Dense conce-ntration ofRB mapping on the Fosse Way (A46) 
pottery in field 230C immediately .E of roundabo Ilt, did not between \Vidmerpoo! and Newark, 
extend as- far as 150rn from Fosse Way or [Notts. Interim Report' (TP AT) 

J 
Earthworks: marked but not sbarply defined due to constantiKinsley, A.G. 1 993: 'Field, ... ·al king, 
ploughing. Consis.t of a central plaieau defined by a ditch, �work surveys and geological 
rising to a counterscarp bank beyond. mapping on the Fosse Way (A46) 

between Widmerpool and N ev..rark., 
N ott,. Interi III Report' (TP AT) 

lNature of 
investigation 

�ench along 
pipeline 
casement,. W 
side of A46 

fieldwalking 

earthwork 
survey 

- - -

!Location [Location 
subdivision I 

:SW of Trench 09 
Margidunu 
m Trench 09 

NE of 
Margtdurm 
III 
roufldabout 

, 
} , 

i 
MargidlJnu 
III 

57 
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/No. Eviden-cc Period 1st 2nd 3rd 14th Results. Bib] iographic reference Nature of Location Location 
of feature- investlgalion su bdi vision 
type 

76 '-\lluvium , f ; Extent of aJ tuvium mapped; peaty alluvimn restricted to Kinsley, A.G. 1993: 'Fieldwalking, field mapping, MargLdunu 
, , area E ofFos.se Way; W of road, ground rises sharply with earthwork surveys and geological inspection of m area 

: thin colluvja] layer !maPping on the Fosse Way (A46) ditch sections 
bet .... j,'een Widmerpool an-d New-ark, 

i 
Notts. Interim Report' (TP An 

, 

J I 
77 Lacustrme Extent of lacustrine day estimated; approx. 1 50In from N Kinsle)" A.G. 1 993: 'rieldwalking, atlger transects !berv.'een 

:'Clay o S, filling a small basin earthwork surveys and geological Margidum.l ; 
mapping on the Fosse Way (A46) m and ; 

; between Widmerpool and Newark, iNotts. Interim Report' (TPA,)) 
Bingham 

; ! , 
! I , 

, 
, ; 

, , 

I 
, 
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iNO Evidence Period _ 1st 2nd iJrd r th lResults B lbl iographic reference Nalure of Location Location 
of feature investigation subdivision 

I Itype ! , ; 

78 Cropmarks RB , , 
Degraded, but slightly up'tand ing, soi I mark or bank fPalruer, R. 19'93: 'A46 Fosse Way: examination of Newarkto 
which may repres.ent the west side of Margidunum. N ewark 10 WLdmerpool, all 0 bl [que and Widmerpoo] 

, Building foundations plus ?-ditched features 1 Le within INQttinghamsh ire. Aerial photographic vertical aeriat (including 
town. Ridge and furrow -outside waJls, no trace within_ enhancemenL' (Air Photo Services) jphotographs Margidunu 

m) 

i I , 
I r , 

, 
, , , 

! , i 
, 

I 

,79 Geophys PRE RB cornp lex archaeolQgical landscape including rectangular Noel, M J and Hale. D.N 1993 'A46 magnetometry 3 sites Site 12 (W of 
features AS d �tc-hed enclosures (interpreted as Anglo� Saxon), possible lNewark to WLdmerpool geophy:::ilcal survey adjacent to M argidunurn) [rOund-houses., pnssLb le fLred structures (hearths or kHns.)� a surveys stage l' (Wessex Archaeology A46 (only [possible :lm-diameter ring c..aim, small square buitding and GeoQuest Associ ate:;) , one -close to 

I �possibl}' a Rornano-Celtic Margidunu 
; m) Site 12 , � 

, (W of 

; Margidunu 
i m) 

180 Geoph)'s UNK i apparent reduction ill activity- compared to stage 1 s.urvey� Noel, M.l and Hale, DX 1993: 'A46 magnetometry additional i features concentrations. of surface iron obj e{:ts may reflect areas of Newark to \V idmerpooL further survey sun/ey at 
recent ".'aste d�sposal, landfill or building. A further two ��ophysical survey at site 12: stage 1.5' site 12 (W 
small enclosures and a number of ring cairns. were Wessex Ar-chaeology and GeoQuest of 
identi fiecl. :!\ssociates) Margidunu 

m), NW of 

! th� pre ..... EOUS 

I rurvey 
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No. Evidence 'Period 1 st 2nd 3rd th Results 
of feature 

c 

8 1  RB ' 1 1 55.00 

, 

! 
! 

i , 
'82 ditch RB 1 1 24 ditch 

, 

i 

- - - - - - - ... 

Bibliographic reference Nature of Location 
in vesttgmton 

:.effert, T., Knight, D. and Badcoc� A. watching brief along E side 
J1995: 'Archaeological watching brief of dming taying 0 of Fosse 
lfibre optic cable trenches exca vatt:d fibre-optic way, and fruong the Fosse \Vay from Saxondale, cables across E 
�ottingha:mshiTe to Swinderby, iOOge of 
Lincolnshire' (TPA T) Margidtmu 

m 
roundabout 

iZeffen, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A. watching brief along E side 
1995: 'Archaeological watl:-hing brief of during laying 0 of Fos.se 

,fibre opti-c -cable trenc-hes ex-cavated fibre-optic \¥ay, and 
jalong the Fosse Wa)' from Saxonuale, cabtes across E 
lNottinghamshire 10 Swinderby. edge of 
I Lincoln sh ire' (TP AT) �'Iargidunu 

m 
roundabout 

I 
i 

I 

Location 
sub<:li .... ision 

Margidunum 

, 

Margidunum 

60 
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.iNo. Evidence Period 1st pnd 3rd 4 rh jResUlts Bibliographic reference l�ature of Location I�ocation I of feature ; 
/nvestigation subdl vision type , 

83 Ditch RU 1 151 ditch fL,ffert T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A. watching brief along E s.lde �MargLdurlUm i 1995: 'Archaeological VLratching brtef of during laying Q of Fosse , 
fibre optic cable trenches excavated fibre-optic way, and , fatong the Fosse \Vay from Saxolldale, cables across E , tNottingh.amshire to S",rinderby, edge of 

, Lincolnshire' (fPA n Margidunu I m I roundabout I , ; : , ; ; , 
; 

, , 
84 Ditch 1{Il 1 126 ditch Zeffm, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A watching brief along E side ),,'largidunum , 

1995: 'iuchaeologica[ watching brief o-f during laying ot of Fosse 
; fibre optic cable trenches. excavated ;fibre-optic way, and 

along the Fosse Way from Saxondale, '-cables across E 

i � ottinghamshire to Swinderby, edge of 
iLincolnsh ire' (IT A T) Margidunu ; , 

, ill ! roundabout , ; 
f 

! 
, 

I , 
[ 
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No. E .... idence Period 1st 2nd 3rd ,�!h Results !RibliOgraphiC reference Nature of iLocation Location 
Iof feature in ves.tigation , subdivision Itype 

85 Ditch RB 1 1 27 ditch Zeffel1, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A. \""atchEng brief along E side . Margidunum 
; 1 995: 'Archaeological watching brief of during laying 0 of Fosse 

fibre optic cable trenches excavated fibre-optic way, and 
! , along the Fosse Way from Saxondale,. cables a-cTOSS E 

f iNotti nghamshire to Swin-derby, edge of 
Lincolnshire' (IF AT) Margidunu I 

m 
, ! roundabout 

, 

j , i i i i 
: 
86 Ditch I{IJ ; 1 128 ditch jzeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badweic A. watching brief atong E side Margidunum 

[1995: 'Archaeological watching brief-of during laying Q ,of Fosse: ; fibre opti-c cable trenches ex{:a'r'ated fibre-optic [way, and ! 
i along the Fosse v.."ay from Sa-xondale, k-ablcs across E , I , , Nottinghamsn ire to S ...... inderby, edge of 

i Linoolnsh ire' (TP A TJ Margidunu i i 
, i m , I , 

roundabout , 
, 

i i 
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No. Evidence Period ! l st j2nd 3rd 4th Resu!ts B ibliograph!c reference Nature of Location Location 
of feature investigation subdivision hype 

87 Gully RB 1 1 30 gull)' izeffert, T .• Knight, D. and Badmc);, A. watching brief along E side MargLdunum 

, 1995: 'Archaeological watching brief uf during laylng 0 of Fosse 
fibre optic cable trenches excavated fibre-optic way, and , 
along the Fosse Way from Saxondale, cables across E lNottingh.amshire to Swinderby, edge of r Lincolnshire' (fPA n Margidllnu 

i m 
;roundabout : , , I ! ; 

, 

88 Gully RB 1 13 1  gully Zeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badeoc);, A. watching brief a(ong E side !Margidunum 
1995: 'Archaeological \'iiatehing brief of during laying 0 of Fosse r I 

fibre optic cable trenches excavated lfibre-optic way, and 
, i along the F o:s.:se Way from Saxondak, cables across E 

, i l1'-�ottinghamshLre to S\ ... ·inderby, cdge of 
Linco I nshire' (TPAT) Margjdunu 

m , 
jrolmdabout 

I j I 
! 
i I 

, 
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- -

No_ 

89 

90 

- -

Evidence [Period 
,of feature 
ry 
Wall RB 

Wall RB 

� 

- - - - - - -

l,t 

1 133 wall 

i- 1 1 3 6  wall and adjacent bui !ding debris 

1. 

- - - - -

10ib!iographic reference 

- -

Nature of ILocation 
in vcstigatton 

- -

Location 
subdivision 

argtdunum !fen, T., Knigh� D. and Badcock, A. 
1995; 'Archaeo!ogical v,,'atching brief of 
'fbre optic cable trenches eXC-avaled 
along the Fosse Way from Saxondale, [cables 
Nottinghamshire to Swinderby, 

,across E 
edge of 
Margidunu 
m 
roundabout 

Lincolnshire' (TPA 1) 

Zeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badoock, A. 
1995: 'Arcbaoologtcal watching brief of 
fibre optic cable trenches e?:.tc:tvated iatong the Fosse Way from Saxondale, 
'r!Nottinghamshire to Swinderby, 
Lincolnshire' (TP AT) 

watching

, 

brief laJong E slde lMargidunum 
during laying 0 of F oss.e 
,fibre-optLc way, and 
;{'ables across E 

ledge of 
Margidunu 
m 
roundabout 

i 
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ro Evidem::e Period pst 2nd Jrd rlh results 
offcarure 

type i 
91  Wall RB 1 1 38 "all 

, 

i 
I 
i 

f 
i 

i 
; 

i ! [ l 
192 iWall RB 1 1 4 1  wall 

! 

. 

l 

-

. 

I , 

- - - -

Bibl Lograpruc reference 

Zeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badeock, A. 
1 995: 'Archaeological watching brief of 
fLbre optic cable trenches excavated 
along the Fosse Way from Saxondale, 
Nottinghamshire to Swinderby, J 
Linea Inshire' (IT' AT) Zeffert, T., Knight,: 
D. and Badeoek, A 1995: 'Arch 

Zeffcrt, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A. 
1995: '",,,chaeo logical watching brief of 
fibre optEC cab le trenches excavated 
along the Fosse \Vay from Saxondale, INottingham;shire to S\'f1nderby, 
ILineo Inshire' (IT' A T) 

I ! i 

-

Nature of 
in .... estigation 

watching brief 
during Jayi I1g 0 
fibre-optic 
cables 

watcb Lfig brief 
during laying Q 
fibre-optic 
cables 

- - -

Location �
u
oca[[on I ; ubdivision 

, 

along E side Margidunum 
of Fosse 
way� and 
across. E 
ooge of 
Margidunu 
m 
roundaOOut 

along E side IMargidunum 
of Fosse : 
vroy, and i 
a-cTOSS E I 
edge of ! 
\1argidunu 
m Fundabout 

I , I 
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No. Evidence /Penod 1st 2nd 3rd 14th /Results B ibhographic reference lNatme of jLocation Location 
of feature I ; investigation I su bd � vision 
type , I 

93 DEtch RB 1 144 ditch packed with gravel iZeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A. watching brief !aJ ong E s.ide MargidwlUlTI 
, 1995: 'Ar<haeu1ogica1 watching brief of during laying 0 ·ofFosse 

; F fibre optic cable trenches. excavated fibre-optic way, and fa10ng the Fosse Way from Saxondale, cables across E 
Nottinghamshire to Swinderby, edge of 
Lincolnshi re' (TP AT) Margidunu 

I m 
roundabout 

!94 Ditch RH 1 147 ditch Zeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A. watching brief along E side Margidunum j 1995: 'l\r.chaeo logical watching brief of during laying 0 of Fosse 
; fi bre opti-c cable trenches ex-ca vated fibre-opti c way, and 

along the Fosse Way from Saxondale, cables across E 

i jN ott tnghamshire to Swinderby, edge of 
,Lincolnsh ire' (fPAT) Margidunu 

: m I mundahQut I 
I 
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/No. Evidence jjPeriod 1st 2nd 3rd .14th Results Bibliographic reference Nature of Location Location 
of feature ; investigation subdi .... ision 
type 

95 Gully RB 1 1 53 gully jzeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A. watching brief along E side Margidunum 
. I 11995: 'Archaeological watching brief of during laying o'pf Fosse � 

, �bre optic cable trenches exca .... ated fibre-optic way� and 
j along the Fosse- Way from Saxondale, cables across E 

, \ i lNottinghamshire to Swinderby, fe-dge of 
Linoohl s.hire' {TP AT) MargLdunu 

m 
roundabout 

• j � I , , I i 
i I 

96 Ditch RB ' 1 120 ditch Zeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A. watching brief along E side Margidunum I 
1995� 'Archaeological watching brief of during layiflg .;} of Fosse 

I j fibre opti-c cable trenches excavated fibre-opt Le way, and I ; 
along the Fosse Way from Saxllmlate, cables. across. E i � 
ISottinghamshire to Swinderby, edge of : ! 

i 
I 

Ltncolnshire' (TP An . Margichmu � � I ' 

I j j i m j i , ; ! roundaoout I' . 
, t I : , I , f i I' , I 

I 1 1  I 
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No. E .... idence Period list 2nd 3rd 4th Results !Bibliographic reference [Nature of Location �()C8tion I of feature , in ".'estigatiol] 
F

utHfi vision 
Me 

!l7 Ditch RE 1 1 1 9  ditch Zeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A. watching brief along E side Margidunum 
, 

1 995: 'Archaeological watching brief of during laying -0 of Fosse , 

l fibre optic cable trenches exca .... ated fibre-optic way, and 
i i along tbe Fosse \Vay from SaxondaJe, cables across E , 

Nottinghamshire to Swinderby, edge of 
Lincolnshire' (11' AT) Margidunu 

m 

! roundabout 

, 

! 1 , 
I , , , ! 

98 Ditch ,RE 1 1 22  ditch Zeffert, T _, Knight, D _ and Badcock, A twatching brief Jalong E side �1argidunurn 

i 1995: 'ArchaeQ�ogj.cal watching brief of during �aying oflof foosse 
fLbre optic cable trenches excavated fibre-opllC way, and 

, along the Foss.e Wa)' from Sa�o!1dale, cables. across E , 
Nottinghamshire to Swinderby, edge of 
Lincolnshire' (11' AT) Margidunu I 

m 
I roundabout I , , 

i , 
� f I I I I I I 
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No. Evidence Period 1st 2nd \3rd 4th Results Bib liographic reference Nature of Location Location 
of feature tnvestigation subdivision 
type r 

9'9 Rampart RE i 1 109 clay rampart 'Zdfert, T., Knight, D. and Badcoc!:, A. watching brief along E side Margidunum 
. 1 995: 'An::haeulogical watching brief of during layi ng 0 of Fosse 

• fibre optic cable trenches. excavated fibre·optic 'Way� and 
along the Fosse Way from Saxonda!e.,. cables across E 
Nottinghamshire: to Swinderby� edge of 
Lincolnshire' (TPAT) Margidunu 

m 

I roundabout I i- L I f i i ! 
f , 

100 Rampart RB 1 1 17 day rampart layers: Zelfert, 1'., Knigh� D. and Badcock, A. 'I.,.,atcbing brief along E side Margidunum 
1995: 'Archaoological ,.,atching brief of during la.ying 0 of Fosse 

: fibre optic cable trenches ex.cavated fibre-optic way, and 

; jalong the Fosse Way from Saxondale, cables across E , i tN ottLngharnshire W Swinderby, ; edge of i ; I Linea lnshire' (TPA 1) Margidunu 

j m 
!roundahout 

i I --_.-
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No. Evidence Period 11S1 2nd Jrd 4th reSUlts Bibliographic reference �alure of Location Location 
of feature investigation subdi vision 
ype i 

101 
I
W"II RE , i 1 1 14 wall robber trench Zeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A watchi ng brief along E side lMargidunurn 

1995: 'Archaeo-Iogical watching brief of during laying 0 of Fosse , , 
i fibre optic cable trenches excavatoo fibre-optic way, and , along the Foss.e Way from Saxondale, cables across E 

lNottinghamshire to SWLnderby, edge of 
Lincolnshire' (TP An Margidunu 

i m 
roundabout 

i 
i 

1 02 Wall RB 1 1 1 2 10\�'n wall Zeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A .... vatching brief plong E side 1'.iargidunum 
1995: 'Archaeotogicat watching brief of during laying 0 of Fosse 
fibre optic cable trenches exca ... 'ated fibre-optic \",-ay, and 
along the Fosse Way fTOrn Saxondak, cables across E 
Nottlngnamshire to Swinderby, J edge- of 
Lincolnshire' (TP An Margidunu 1 , m t I I roundabout I 

i 
I 

I I 
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�o. Evidence Period 1st pnd 3rd 4th Results. 
of feature 
type 

103 Wall ,RB Y T 1 1 1 1  to ........ n wall associated wi!.h Antonine and 3rd or 
fpossibly 4th century sherds:. 

I 
i 

i f I 
; ! 

, , 
I 

'104 ,Cropmark IA RB Aerial photograph 

i 

i 

105 MOD , only modem road building layers encountered (trench cut 
! into modern embankment) 

I 

I , 
i 

- - - - - - - -

B thliographic reference Nature of Loca�ion Location 
investigation subdlvision 

fZeITer!, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A watchi ng brief along E side Margidunllm 
1995; 'Arc-haeo logical w-atching brief of during laying 0 of Fosse 

'fibre optic cable trenches excavated fibre-<lptic way, and 
along the Fosse \Vay from Saxondale. -cables across E 
Nottinghamshire to Swinderby, edge of 
Lincolnshire' (TPA T) Margidunu 

m 
roundabout 

! ! 
, 

Knight, D. I �4 Archaeological Aerial Parson's Hill 
assessment of Crown Estate Lands. near 
Bingham, l>'ottinghamshire Fig. 2J 

!leITer!, T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A 
1995; 'Archaeological watthing brief of 
fibre optic cable trenches excavated 
aJong the Fosse Way from Saxolldate,. 
Nottinghamshire to Swinderoy, 
Lincolnshire' (TPA T) 

--

photographs 

watching brief SW of 
during la)'ing 0 ,roundabout 
fl bre-optic I 
cables I 

--

I 
SW of 
roundabout 
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�o. Evidence Period !l st 2nd Jrd 4th lResults Bibliographic reference Nature of Location Location 
of feature investigation subdivis.ion Ity(l< 

106 Rampart RE Y rampart associated with S defences (compact red day); Zeffert, T., Knigh� D. and Badcock, A watching brief along E side across E edge of 
and wan ! lLmestone rubble bands interpreted as partially robbed 1995: 'Archaeological watching brief of during laying 0 of Foss.e roundabout 

: i foorings of outer rlefensL ..... e w'all. Details G 99- l 00. fibre optic cable trenches exca ... ·ated fibre-optic way, and 
; along the fosse Way from Saxondale, cables. across E 

I ! 
!Nottinghamshire to Swinderbl', edge of r inco1nshire' (IT A T) Margidunu j i m I , 

1 roundabout, I 1 1 09-1 1 1 5, l 
1 1 18, 1 1 1 1 , 

I 11 1 12, 1 1 14 
, land 1 1 17 

! 

, 107 Ditch Rfl RB dLt-ches and walls -were identified, relat�ng to act i vity Zeffert, T., Knight, D. and Badoock, A watching brief along E s.ide NE of 
, , with in Margidunum. Details below 1995: 'Archaeological watching brief uf during laying 0 of Fosse roundabout 

I fibre optic: cable trenches exca .... ated tibre-optic \ ... ·ay, and , along the Fosse Way from Saxondale, ""bles across E 
!Nottinghamshire to S\yinderby, edge of 
Lineo lnshire' (IT A T) Margidunu 

m 
roundabout 

, 
, 

I I 
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No. E .... idence Perioo 1st !2nd 13rd �lh Results B Lbliographic reference �atureof Location Location 
of feature invesrigat�on subdivision 
11;'0< , 

1108 iPottery MOD only mooern rood bu ilding layers encountered wuth west �ffert. T., Knight, D. and Badcock, A ...... -aid ing brief along E ,ide r of 
.scatter of roundabout ([Tench -cut into modem embankment) 19'95: '.Archaeological watching brief of �lJring laying 01 of Fosse Margidunum 

, fibre optic cable trenches excavated fibre-optic way, Md I 
1 along the Fosse Way from Saxondale, cables_ General across E 

Nottinghamsh�re to Swinderby, locati on. details edge of 

I 1 I
Lincolnshire' (TP A 1) below. Margidunu 

Im I roundabout 
, , 

! 
1 109 .Pottery RB Y Y Y Y �Sherds ofRB pottery from cable trench. mostly Zeffert, Tc_ Kniglu, D. and Badoock, A 122 sherd s of alo-ng E side jMargidunum I 

is-catter I uns.tratifLeO, mid 1st to ]rd/4th C 199;: 'Archaeological watching brief of RB pottery ·of Fosse 
fibre- optic (able trenches excavated from cable V.�dy, and < 

\ f"" "" " "  Wo, 00," '"00""" �enc-hes. 42 across E 
otlinghamshire 10 Swinderby, from tren-ch I t  edge of 

I Linoolnshire' (TPATl mos.tly Margidunu I uns.tratified� m , 
mid Ist to roundabout 
3rdi4th. 

, General 
location. details I l I below , , 

1 10  Linear UNK some linear croprnarks in Field 5335 Knight, D. 1994: 'Arrhaeological desktop N of 
cropmarks assessment of Field OS 3057, Chapel assessment Bingham 

, ,Lane, Bingham, and Field OS 5335, 

, Moorbridge Lan", Bingham' (TPA 1) 

• I I 
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No. Evidence Period 1 st IInd 3rd 4th Results jBib liographic reference �ature of Loca!ion Location 
of feature i in .... estigation subdivision 
type i , 

1 1 1 Road RIl iY Stratified deposits; pebble layer at base possibly »l!rt of Priest, v. and Knight, D. 1995: 'Report [investigation of N edge of Trench 01 (NE of 
, Ruffian Fosse Way; flanked on SE side by a ditch yieldtng on ar-chaeologicai investigations at the 6 srnaH trenches Margidunu roundabout on E-

, early 2nd C pottery. Margidunum roundalxmt, East excavated for m side of Fosse 
! Bridgford, Nottinghamshire' (TP AT) road signs. roundabout,. Way) 

Trench 1 and along 

! road to N. 
i Trend. 01 
r 

1 1 2  Pottet')' RB Y ly Y mooern deposits. and natural mudstone encountered; 2 RB Priest, V. and Knight, D. 1995: 'Report investigation of IN edge of frenches 02-06 
jscattcr i !>ody sherds from 04 (I late 1 stJearly 2nd C the other �n archaeological investigations at the 6 small trenches Margidunu I I I ! probably later RIl) ,Margidunum roundabout, East excavated for ,m 

I I Bridgford, � ottinghamshire' (TP AT) road signs. koundabout, � 
�and along , 
road to N 
Trench 02-

i 06 

! 
1 13 Ditch RB Y Y Y 1 rench 1 1  Ditthes and pit deposits from modern road Priest and Knight 1998 Margidunu 

�nstruction; 8 RB sherds. from top-wil in trenches 01-04 rn town 
d 12, 2 of which were datable (late 1st C and 3rd Cl 

, 
1 1 4  Metalling RB Y Stratified deposit, (O.5m mm surface) including a pebble Priest, V. and Knight, D. 1998: 'Report watching brief On and Trench 01 

tayer interpreted as metalled surface of Roman Fosse Way on a wat-ching brief at Margidunum,. East on foundation around (irrunediately N 
and roadside ditch with pottel)' belonging to the first half 8ridgford, Nottinghamshire, March trenches for Margidunu of roundabout) 
of the 2nd century in trench 01.  19%' (TPAT) new road signs m traffic 

island. 
Trench 01 

-- -_ .  
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lNo. Evidence Period !lst 2nd 3rd 4th Results lBibliographic reference Nature of Location oc.ation 
of fea-hlre , investigation su bdi .... ision 
type i 

1 1 5  Ditch RB Y Y High density of intercLltting Romano-British features, Pries� V. and Knight, D. 1998: 'Rej>Ort wat-ching brief On and rench 1 1  (NE 
including several dttches and at least one pit in trench 1 1 .  on a ',,,atching brief at Margidunum, East on foundation around side of traffic 
Feature fills contained 2ndJ3 rd C sherds, with two Bridgf<rrd, Nottinghamshire, March trenches for MargidumJ island) 
(probably residual) late I se'early 2nd C sherds. 1 996' (rPAT) new road signs m traffic , j , Lsland. , 

r , 
Trench I 
l hL9 i 

, I 1 1 6  None UNK trrt:m::nes only to O.6m depth; no archaeological deposits Priest, V. and Robson, J. 1998: 'F osse ...... ra£ch ing bri et Newark- i 
�ncountered Way Road Signs: report on on foundation Lincoln; no : archaeological investigations along the trenches for test -pits in 
, iA46 from Leicestershire to Lincolnshire' new road signs Margidunu i I 

(TPAT) m area 

1 17 ,King ditch UNK Possible ring ditch, apparently Erullcated. by Fosse Way Knight, D., Hunt, C. and Malone, S. air between 

i I 1999: 'Auger Survey of Crown Estate photographic Margidunu 
Lands near B ingham. Nottinghamshire' assessment m ood 
TPAU) Bingharn I I ! 

1 18 Alluvium l Wet-ground deposits: peat and alluvium; oolltlvium on [Knight, D., Hun� C. and Malone, S. auger survey beh'l,ieen 
slopes of basin;. no evidence- of sub-surface islands 1999: 'Auger Survey o[Crown Estate Margidunu 

.ands near Bingham, Nottinghamshire' m and 
TPAUj Bingham 

1 1 
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No. 

1 19 , 

i 

120 

, 

- -

b
j
YidenCe reriOd 
ffeature 

type . 

Pot�ery EB 
scatter 

, 

Stone RE 
building 
footings 

, 
, : 

- -

1 st  2nd 3rd 

Y Y Y , 
; , 

j i 
1 

Y Y 

, ! 
r r 

, 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - -

4th fResults BiblLographic reference ��ture of !LoCati-on !Location 
[investigation ubdivision 

Y 61 out of 78 contexts were modem, 15 undated. On the S, Ellio� L. 2000: 'Margidunum, Bingham watching brief Trench 189 
W and NW sides. of the roundabout a dePQsit of fly-ash roundabout, Nottingharnsh ire. A report on lantern holes 
deposited during construction of the roundabout appeared un the archaeological watching brief and cable 
likely to preserve any archaeological remains below. 1 S t  fcarr[ed out during the renewal of the tren-ch 

[ul1stratified sherds of RB pottery and tile fragments were road lighting and cabling' (TPAU) ! found_ 

, 
12 contexts of probable RB dale in trench 1 5 1 ,  O.85m belov. E Iliot, L. 2000; '\·jargidunum, Bi "gham watching brief Margidunu hole 1 5 1  (SW 
ground surface (form unclear in tantern hole); aligned roundabout, Nottinghamshire_ A report an lantern holes m side of 
skerry blocks possihty representing building foundations; on the arcnaeotogical .... vatching bri e-f and .;,;able roundabout. ronndabout) 
oyster shell and 2 sherds RB pottery stratified carried out during the renewal of the trench Trench Hole 

road J ighting and cabl ing' (TP A U) 15 I 1 5l+Ll7 

i 

I L --� -
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No_ E .... idence Period 1st 2nd Jrd �th results Bibliographic reference [Nature of Location ��ocation 
of feature investigation ,-subdivision 
type 

121 Gooph)'s RE !Geophysical anomal ics in field 6100 Appleton, E. Brown, l_, Kinsle)" G., magnetometry Field 6100 
features i Knigh� D. and leaI)', R. 2003; 'A46 su,vey 

I Newark to Widmerpool improvement_ 
Geophysical survey, fieldwalking and 
landscape interpretation at Margidunum, !Nottinghamshire (TPAU) 

I I , 
, 

I i 
1122 Geophys RfI jOeophysical anomal ies in field 71 1 1  App leton, E. Brown, J., Kinsley, G_, magnetometry Field 7 1 1 1  

, f�tuTes I Knigh� D_ and LeaI)', R. 2003; 'A46 survey 

l , Ne\Yafk to W idmerpool improvement. 

i I I Geophysical sur;-ey, field walking and , i �andscape interpretation at MargidunL!m, I , 
I ottinghamshire (TP A U) I 

I , ! I ! � 
I j , i I i I , 
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/No. Evidence Period 1 st  2nd led �th !Results B thfiographk reference �atme of Location Location ;Of feature , in .... estigation subdivision 
Itype 

, 
12l Road RB Marked camber in field west of existing lay-by, continuing �ppleton, E. Brown, J., Kinsley, G., walkover potential jA6097 

into arah le fields to SE. May den ve from agger of Roman Knight, D, and Leary, R. 2003: 'A46 survey archaoo!ogic jMargidnnum-
road, or from a plough headland. iNewark to Widmerpoo] improvement. at sites on ic;unthorpe p-eophysical survey, fieldwalking and the ofT-line 

ands(:ape interpretation at Margidunurn, route. 
Nottinghamshire (TPAU) A6097 

Margidunu 

i rn-I Gunthorpe , 
, 
, 

I 
, 

124 linear RE two groups of linear (::ropmarks seen in (rop, probably Appleton, E. Brown, l" Kin,le)" G., cropmarks seen field 8949 i cropmarks , indicating robber-trenches along \...-all-lines. (apparently not Knigh� D. and Leary, R. 2003: 'A41> at ground le .... eI immediately 
i plotted?) [Ne\II"ark to Widmerpool improvement. w or 

Geophysical sun'ey, field walking and I Margidunu 
landscape interpretation at Margidumnll, m 
lNottinghamshire (TPAU) roundabout 

I I I I I 
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No. Evidence \Period 1st !2nd Jrd �th Results 
offeature , 
itYpe , 

125 �lithics PRE low density of lithic material across area; datable pieces 
Mesolith Le-Bronze Age 

I , 
, 

! 

126 Pottery PRE , fire-cracked pebbles and band-made sherds in m'o 
scatter i clusters: fields 71 1 1/0018 and field 4437b at NE end of I ""iHa 

, 
, i 

�-, ---

- - - - - - - . -

BibliographLc reference Nature of Location Location 
investigation subdivision 

A ppleton, L Brown., J _, Kinsley, G .• fieldwalki ng; six fields 
Knight, D. and L�ary, R. 2003: 'A46 lithks along off-
fNewark to W idmerpool improvement. ltne route, 
Geophysical 'urvey, fieldwalking and jNW, W, SW 
landscape interpretation at MEU'gidunum, !of 

iN ottinghamshire (TP A U) Margidunu 
m 

!Appleton,. E. Brown, J _, Kinsley. G .• fieldwalking: six fields fields 
Knigh� D. and Leary, R. 2003: 'A46 hand-made pot along off- 71 1 l /00 18; field 

/Newark to \Vidmerpoot improvement. and fire- line route, �437b 
�eophysical survey, fieldwalking and �cracked sherds �W, \V, SW' 
tandsc::ape j nterpretation at Margidunum.,. ).of 
Nottinghamshire (TPAU) Margiduml 

m. fieJds 
7 1 l l iOO18; 
field 44J7b 

-
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No. E"' idence Period 1st \2.nd 3rd 4th Results tB ib liograph Le ref.;;::n:;nce t�1llre of Location Location 
llf feature in vestigalton subdh.-ision 

!tYpe 
127 Pottery RB Y Y Y Y major concentration of building material over \'i1!a site; Appleton, E. Brown, J . ,  Kinsley, G., jfield walking; six fields l"eld 4437b 

scatter marked fall-ofT away from the Fosse Way and the villa.. Koigh� D. and Leary, R 2003: 'A46 R -B building along off- villa) 
Brick. and tHe., box flue tiles, three possible tesserae, slate, NeVio'aIk to Widmerpool improvement. materLal line route, 
opus signinum, plaster (two painted fragments), bent nails, Geophysical survey, field'Walking and NW, W, SIV 
fragments of stone landscape interpre-tation at J..-largidunum, of 

I [Nottinghamshire (TP A U) Margidunu i , m. tield , 
4437b 

I (villa) , 

128 Pottery RE Y Y Y Y :major concentration of material o .... er v llla site; also large Appleton, E. Brown, J . ,  Kinsley, G., jfieldwalking: jsix fields �oncentrationS- Ln 
scatter quantities in 7 1 1 1/00 18 (though BM scar<e). Strong bias Koigh� D. and Leary, R. 2003: 'A46 iR-B pot 'along off- field 4437b 
, towards late 3rd-4th C but with signifLcant quantities of �ewark to Widmerpool impro,"'ement. line route.,. villa) and , NW, W, sW,rll I llOOl8 , , earlier material (1 5t -2nd C). Geophysical survey, field walking and i landscape interpretation at Margidunum, of ; 

I ,"< ottinghamshire (TPA IJ) Margidunu I m. 
Co ncentrnlLC 
ns in field 
4437b 
(villa) and 

, , 7 1 1 110018 i j j 1 i - - , , 
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]'0. Evtdence Period 1st 12nd 13rd 4th Results 
offeatme 

, ItYDe 
129 ,Pottery MED Low density background scatter consistent with maJ]uri Ilg 

scatter of arable fields from m[ddens including domestic debris. ; ) 

i 
1 

, ! , , , 
130 Mag sus RIl Enhanced susceptibility over vtlla, at two locations 

anomalies , adjacent to lhe Fosse Way (fields 6 100 and 8949), and 
j , adjacent to RAF Nev;,1on air-base. (peak in field 8949 

apparently corresponding to cropmarks observed on 
.
ground) 

l I I 
f ! 

- - -- - -

Bibl Lographlc reference rature of 
"investigation 
i 

IAppleton, E. Brown, J.� Kinsley, G., fieldwalking: 
Knight, D. and Lea.y, R. 2003: 'A46 med/post -med 
tNewark to W idmerpool impro .... ement. PO' 
Geophysical survey, fieldwalking and 
landscape interpretation at Margidunum, 
Nottinghamshire (TI'AU) 

i 
I 

, 

Appleton, E. Brown, l., Kins.tey, G., magnetic 
Knigh� D.  and Leary, R. 2003 : '/\46 susceptibility 
N ewark to \Vidmerpoo l improvement. [survey 
Geophysical survey, fieldwalking and 
landscape interpretation at Margidunum, � ottinghamshire (TI' A Uj 

- - -

Location 

six fields 
along off-
!Iine route. 
'Nw W SW 
of 

, , 

Margidunu 
m 

NW, W, SW 
of 
Margidunu , 
ill ; 

Location 
subd L .... ision 

8 1  

l ! 
• , 
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[No. Evidence Perjod 1st 2nd 3rd 4th fesuIES 
of feature 
!type 

1 3 1  Geophys RB , Series of j Lnes of enhanced response (robber trenc-hes?) 

; features i l indicating ranges of buildings. around a walled courtyard. 
I Are.H of co-aligned rectilinear features to NE. 

! 

! , , 
I 

L 

1 32 Geophys RB occas.ional c-un'ilinear marks .and clear linear features 
features parallel and perpendicular to Fosse Way. 

I 

, 
; ! 

, 
, 

133 Buildings RB lFoundations , a "pavement", a "great btJnding" and a tnumber of coins. 

134 Prehistoric Late , Two Late Bronze Age socketed a'l[es found in the vicinity 
artefacts Bronze !or Margidunum 

Age 
. 

i 

- - - - -

Bi bliographic reference [Nature of 
investigation 

Appleton, E. Brown, l. ,  Kinsley, G., detailed 
Knigh� D. and Leary, R. 2003: 'A46 magnetometry 
Newark to Widmerpool impro .... ement. s.urve)' 
Geophysical SUI",e)" fLeldwalking and ! 
landscape interpretation at Margldunum, iN Qttingruun,hire (TP A UJ 

Appleton, E. Urown,. l., Kinsle]" G., �etajled 
.Knight, D. and Leary, R. 2003: 'A46 magnetometty 
�_.w; __ ' _  � 
Geophysical survey, fieldwalking ami 
1 andscape interpretation at Margjdunum., 
Nottinghamshire (TP AU) 

, 

Stukeley, W. l724 ltinerarium Curiosum Antiquarian 
(first edition) inspection 

Stapleton, A, 1 9 1 )  The exploration of Antiquarian 
Margidunum, Guardian 1 1121 j 9 1 1  . inspection 

- - -

Location LQcation 
su bdivis-ion 

S of N e",too ,fLeld 44 J 7 (villa) 
Lane, W of 
A46 field 
4437 (villa) 

I 
L 

, 

S ofNev.1on fi old, 6100/3908 
Lane, \k./ of (WofFosse. I 
A46 fields iWay) 
6100!39QS 
{W of Fosse 
Way) 

, 
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No. Evidence Period 1st 2nd 3Id 4th Res.ults B [htiographic reference Nature of LQcation Location 
of feature investigation subdivision Itype 

1 3 5  Artefacts RlI trwo possible coin hoards., human skeletons, tesserae, Standi'h, J. 19{)8 Margidunum Ani�quarian 
and bUrLals I �hypocaus[ ti les. and other butlding ma1erLa( with pottery. Transactions of the Thoroton Society 12.  ins.pection 

I ! 34-46 I i 
I I 

136 Prehistoric Prehistori A beaded copper alloy tore [Knight, D. and Kinsley, G. 1992 Found south of i 
artefucts e ; �haeology of the Fosse Wa)' Vol 2 the Fosse on the I I east s.[de of the 

town 
137 Saxon Saxon I Anglo·Saxon brooch of square-beaded. small-long type lStandish, J. ! 908 Margidunum Antiquarian 

brooch , 
iTrans.actions of the TborotOll Society 1 2 .  inspection 
34-46 
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12 Appendix I Attributes of villas in tbe East Midlands 

!County lSite rilla type 

, 
jW ithin 
!enclosure 

.efcestershire :Barkby Buildings 

Leicesiershire 
fLeiceslershire-

�orpe 

I�arrow on 

�oar 
foot states 

!Gold Newtofl Cropmafk +� �I eophysical 65mx7Sm)+ 
nOft"la Iy: os outer 
uild ing ou rtya rd 
tone, slate 

eicesrershire IDrayton to"" , Ditcl1 

I'-eicesrefshire 
·oo�ngs 

E mpingham �ectang ular[Y + 
1 �lJilding pourtyard 

eside Mosaics, ensJ rtemplelslBurialslRoad 
nclosure erae, earthslh rine 

inted 
aster 

to N 

� 

",;oacer>' 

iapproa �h road 

- - - -

!AS rem.i ns IEarl ler 
RB remains 
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<..;ounty lSite Vi Ila typo Fthin fBeside Mosaics, �ypocaust Baths 
nclosure �ncJosu{e �sera., �djac""t 

painted , �Iaster � 
I 

I ! , 
eicestersfJire Empingham Aisled 

� building 
i arer in lon-e , 

� 
I 

, r 
eicestershire preat !'"sled bam pasterton ""came , 

ourtyafd . 
ilia 

; 
Leicestershire Norfolk ,Wir>ged <r Street foorridor villa , 

eicestershire ockington rv'i'l• 
, 
! 

, 

!LeiCestershire �edboume Willa - ? porridof 

fLeicestemhi.re f'apcote ilia - ask I �LAS ! I i 

- - - - - - - - -

�nctl lary fAnc i I I� fil ns �IW 
buildingsfY _ rki ng 

p",,"sl �earths empf.e1s �rine 
Bur;a", flOOd tNatet Fture 

lA � � remains remain burials : tw�hin �ui ld ln ' ' !"nel 
!�tside 
encl 

, 
i 
, 

, , 

I , , 

aFsled "am 
, 
i , 

I 
I 

, 

[Y 

I , i 
Part of _�S 

ircular lown 
lead lank 

f 
, 

i 
l , 

, 

I 

, 
/Y 

J 

f ! 

-

i middle AS rut 'nto 
building 

f--lS lown 

I i , 

r-'ropm �r\( enc ��al  ed 
ran �t 
I 

85 
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�artier 
RB remains 
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rou� fSile 

f , 

eiceslershife. Scalford 

, , 
, 

f 

eicestershfre hlstlelon 

'i-eicestershire lXover 
! 

eioestershire West 
langtoo 
, 
! 

eicestershire r-"'hitwell 

Leicestershire Wymondham 

Unco1nshire 8rattleby 

Uncolnshire Burton 

-

�iII' type 
, 

I'll 
uggests 

courtyard or 
.wi.nged 
:Corridor 

�ype 

vi�la bui Idir\gs if) 
an 
mJrtyard 

ragmentar 
plan 

blocks- N-
_� blool< 
20x48 and iE-w block �2-33>:46m 

building 
debris 

building 
debris 

- -

rt"thin r:'kJe �nc I os ure nclo5ure 
f 

- - -

Mosaics, �ypocaust r:thS itesserae, djacent 
painted , "Ia.te, ! 

. 

; 
; 

! i 
, 
• 

lue tiles 

• 

1'1 
roof tile 

- - - - - - - - - -

f"-ncillary Ancilla �itn. ","talw pvensl empleJs Burrals "cad �ate, A AS rs remains Earlier 
buildings ry "rking heartlls hrine �tu,e ",main burials i RB r.vithin buildin � f , remains �ncl ��ide 

ncl j ! 
I 
I 

I 

I 
, 

fiiSled I �ouse �h mosaic I j i 
, : ! ! I , 

� 
, , 

j 
, 
i 
! i 
[ i I 

1'1 I 
I 
I AquadL 

, - t L __ 
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rou� 

i ! 
incolnshire 

Linoo'nshire 
f , 

. 

incolflshire 

Ul1C{)lnsilire 
i 

inro/nshire 

f-mcoJnshire 

- - - -

Site 

!C'axby 

Denton 

! 

preetwell 

Kirmond-Ie-",ire 
Lm19 

!Villa type t:'::.lhin 
. 

!enclosure 

�illa 

• 
!"isled 
building 
hen in 
tone 

p.ourtyard 
'illa? Or fvinged 

orrKlor villa ? 
Benn ington 1 

I , 
I'Iewton and Forridor ';11. �acebY . 

- - -

Beside Mosaics, Hypocaust 
�nclosure tesserae, 

painted 
plasle< 

I 
i 

, 

, 

i 
I 
I 

IY 

- - - - - - - - -

Baths 
djacent 

IY YOO 
Ivalds to 
�outh 
!west 

1 ! , 
, 

i 
I t 
[Y 

Ancillary Aocilla 
buildings � 
within buildin 
encl gs 

iOutside �ncl 

! 

I I 
I 

�lnSMet..I��� 
orking arth, 

I 

i 

tile 
+ Y  
pot 

I ile [Y r frucible 

I �re 
�uilding 

I 
! I 

emplo/S Burlals�oad rt'ater lA f"S 
hrine eature remain burials f � i 

I 
i 

1 i itches 
nder 

N aisle 
date 

�nlo:;now 
i'1 
; 

, 
! 

i 

- -

AS remains �rlier 

remai ns  

I 
I ; 

I 
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pouRly ISite 

incolnshire Norton 
Disney 

I 

1 

incoJnshire Roxby 

Unco/nshire lSapperton 

unoo'nshire !Scampton 

ifNXJ'nshire- !Stow 

incoJnshire orksey 

fncoJnshire !"'Ialesby 

'f'/0tlinghamshire �arton-in-Fabis 

�T 

j nc!osure 
; 

shaped - ditches Footain 3ro . ilia? Inside �efensive pottery but 
�itClle-s ate r levelled 

�h maleriar 
ncluding 
ainted 

plaster , 

i 

Pot and 
!>uilding f material i 
Fourtyard 
"i�a 
�""idor 
jsxcavated 
I 
, 
I 
I 
rropmarks �xcavation 

- - -

",."'de 
�nclo5ure 

�QSalcs. rypocaust 
�rae., 
painted 
�taster 

i 

, 

! , 

i �? 

I 

- - - - - - -

",aths f"ncittary r"nc itta 
�djacent buildings ry 

, i 

, 
I 

I 

�thirt bu Udin 
�cl gs 

outside 
, encl 

pateho 
se? 

; 

I I 

Kilns Metalw pvensJ "rking �arths 

i 

!Wast 
�rs + 

': f 
props 

, , 

1 
I 

, , 

[Y? 

em pteJs Su riats Road Water A 
hrine eature remain 

� 
; 

[Y 
r 

t 
, 

[ I 

tcremati 
ton IT 

- - -

� rs remains Earlier 
burials RB 

I remains 

- ls\ C 
itches, 
ullies 

i nd post 0105 
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rounly Site �llIa type 

I , I , � , 

Nottinghamshire I"-'ar Colston Winged 
corridor villa 

i 
fM'ttinghamsh;rn �romwell Winged 

corridor villa 
i 

Noffinghamshire �ast Stoke ! 
Nottinghamshire �pperstone Recta ngu lar 

is-led villa 

Nottinghamshire �ansfield winged 
i �Oodhouse onidor villa 

aisfed 
barn 

!"'ottinghamshire fShelford ot 

fNottinghamshire fSouthwell r-ourtyard 
ilia 

NottinghamshirefStyrupp with 
Pfdcotes 
I 

Nottinghamshir.ph "rga rtoo Aisled barn 
i 

- - - - - - - - _ . - - -

With In P.":'lde Mosaics, Hypocaust e:thS Ancillary Anc,lla Kilns MetaIW�:nsl empleJs BUria'Sroad r"'a!e< lA 
enclosure closure tesserae, djacent 

, painted . 
laster 

; 

I I I i 
I 

, I 
f 

[V , i 
, 

rr IV 

I 
i 
I 

rr 

j 
! 
; 
, 
, 

? 

bUlldmgs �Uildln within 
nel � .  utslde 

�ncl 

[Y- at I"". 
12 ph I ,"uildings I 

I 
! 

i 
"robably 

forking earths hrlne �ture remain 
, � 

, , 

I I 

i'" 

: !maleria 
! I 

rr to 
i I �outh, 
I I ate RB 
i �Ofle I I 

�ePiJlch 
es 

I 
1 

I . I 
i , 

i i" in in j room uitdiflg 

- - - -

AS AS remains ".rlier ! 
ooriaJs �B 1 

r>mains I 

, 

i'" 

tJliies 

Ea�ier 
itched 
ncl + IluI 
i,caes � 

aled 
1st and 
nd 

I I I 

i 

" 
postholes 
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13 Appendix 2 Attributes ofRomano-British towns in the East Midlands 

I wn fig, 
I , 

rrhorpe 

iBrongh 
, 
, 

, 

Littlebo rough 

iOn 
oad 

n i r ocn. ISfri p 
�Dton i �ouses 
�e Iter i /with 

� �ards: , r 

� j  IL"NK 
, , 

lAJ iUNK 
, 
I 

I I I I I 
i Il'tAJ ty rK I 
I I ! 

� 
I i , 

i I 
I 

I I 

ptectiline.ar roeveloped j �ev.loped, 
jltouses in �Romanised tR°manjsed 
nclQsed buildings buildings 

plot' �n tbad from 
rontage- r-ontage 

?, OD 

j , 

, , 

[probable 
irrom 
!< ,opmark> 

fRectm near ndllstry/c emple/ Mansio lDatb lDefences 
"uilding raft ritual �ouse 
ragmentary 
plan 

D !Bronze 'culpfUrc ossib!e - jUitoChet.l 
Fwking, -ound ate fhen 

Iag, load eside ubstantja] Iwall+ditch jwod:ing. rwrtared uitding 
tructwe -+ �ide 
hi-rho iwall 

;::as.ket, 1 
tnule and j 
't.ree I 

I 
, �(Irned l 

IllUll h,ad, . 

FLLUJ'T)' pits y 

I I 

I 
IY ID IJoSsibly n 

p<lttery , ncettaifj 
waster ate but 
mortarillm wbat!y 
ound. Roman 

Coppersmith , 

I land oculist 
implied b)' 
nscription 

- - -

r--emeter I";"t.r t interla nd 1F0rt 
"eslburi 
�1s 

land easant 
Ivilla �.ttlem.nt 

[UndateO 
"nhumatio 

fProi>abl F villo a rc,opmarks [y 
ear-Thorpe 

r �jstoo �K b6(lY48 
5 

�bumatio � 
flcluding 
,ad 
offins. I , , 
, remation 
?ID 

I 

�fIA Qf RB  
fdato , I , 

i 

t 
ield s-ystem arnde 

o north-east [helmet 

- - -

IOther /lA f4.S 
, , 

puarry pib ircular and f'\S or �angular �etal ...... urk 
. cortSEn.lction lructure:s pfFosse Way 

I I , I I I 
I , , 

�uarry [)its re defences [settlement or �closure . -construction Fystem with r.etaJwock 
ffosse Wa�' ossilJole [)roballJe 

!round teem",,}' �ouscs, pos ItA 
NB there is IN 
orly ""id,nce fo' the I", 
Roman to'OO'.l. 
The early 
temains are ,",dden by 

lIuviillion. 
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I wn jig. r" In !Focus 
road o\.l1toni 

i ne Iter 

Derby � i'l INK 

: 
: 
, 

. 

�nc.astc MIN N IDlK 
r 

I 

Hornca pl MlN N LINK 
tie 

Medbou MIN N UNK 
!me , 
, , ! 

!Great 2 1'lAJ IN NK �:stert 
I 

! I 

- - - - - - - - -

�trip �
�
ectiline9r Developed, 

houses IhQuses in Romanised 
�itb "elosed building, 
�ard, plots n 

rontag-e 

i 

S Md 
pS · fieta(lS , 

, 
"" 

.
publis.hed 

i 

, , mbalJ.k 

lDe'lr'elop�dj Rectilini!ar 
iRomanis-ed bui Iding 

nd lIstry/c �;mp}eI raft itual 
�ui Idi ngs , ragmentary ! ".ck from "I. n 
rontage 

� ID and OD i'l ston, footed ",I1<J)' kilns filloonode<! Fd �uildings ID ..;,. �etalworl.in 
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rectilinear 
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D and OD 

[Y �etal......-orkjn 
� 
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Jag. bronze 

�i"g 

rrl:ansio 8ath !Defences. 
hou:se 

os rr IY 

r 

Y 

IN 

Y b.th jY lD  
�ouse 

- - -

Cemeter Hinter !H interland 
'es/bud land �"" ... nt 

I, ilia 
! 

OD pckbru fk· iBanon. 
fnder. reedwo �d 

�. 

c+ J, � 
"ncluding i 
ead i 
offin' I 

r L 

[Y 

"""'etory 
� and 

�'ttlement 

Fort 

[Y 
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i I 
jY 

i 

- - -

rther A AS 
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, 

I fSenlement cremation 
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fu50 emeter,i fyilh AS 
fmdRB 
�uriat5-

, 
'enlemem �ettlernent 

fmd PO' nnumatio 
i 

A pottery =etery 
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14 Appendix 3 :  Summary of Key Sources 

This appendix provides a list the key primary sources listed in the gazetteer for 
fieldwork at Margidunum, referenced to the mapping supplied mainly in Figs. 1 and 
2, and occasionally alternatively in Figs. 32 and 33. 
The sources are listed in order of puhlication, with circumstances of the commission 
of the work where known. 

Pryce 1911 
• Fig. 2 19 1 1 trenches; 1 9 1 1 earthworks 
OS map 1911 
• Fig. 33 inhumations 
Oswald 1927 Margidunum 
• Fig. 2 Oswald trenches 1 9 1 1 - 1 936 
Oswald JRS 31 schola 
• Fig. 2 Oswald trenches 1 9 1 1 - l936 
Oswald F The commandant's house 
• Fig. 2 Oswald trenches 1 9 1 1 - 1 936 
Oswald 1 952 Traverse 
• Fig. 2 Oswa1d trenches 1 9 1 1 - 1 936 
Todd 1 969 (rescue excavation by University of Nottm) 
• Todd trenches 
Knight &Kinsley 1992 (for English Heritage; site prospecting pre road) 
• Fig. 1 RB pot scatter; cropmark plots; trenches/test pits 1992 
• Fig. 2 1 992 Trenches 
Knight & Malone 1993 (for Severn Trent Water; rescue excavation) 
• Fig. I auger survey 
• Fig. 32 RB pot scatter 
Kinsley 1993 FWP3 (for English Heritage; site prospecting pre road) 
• Fig. I alluvium, auger survey 
Noel & Hale 1993 geophys (ultimately for Department of Transport; site 
prospecting pre road) 
• Fig. 1 Mag survey 1 993 
Zeffert Knight & Badcock 1995 (for Diamond Cable; rescue cl:cavation) 
• Fig. 2 cable trenches 1 995 & 2000 
Knight 1994 (for Crown Estates) 
• Fig. 32 no 1 04 cropmark 
Knight 1994 field 3057 (for Crown Estates) 
• Fig. 32 no 1 10 cropmark 
Priest & Knight 1 995 (for Nottiughamshirc Consulting Engineers; rescue 
excavation/watching-brief) 
• Fig. 2 1 995 trenches 
Priest & Knight 1998 roundabout (for Nottinghamshire Consulting Engineers; 
rescue cl:cavation/watching-brief) 
• Fig. 2 1 995 trenches 
Priest & Robson 1998 (for Nottiughamshire Consulting Engineers; rescue 
excavation/watching-brief) 
• F33 no 1 1 6 
• Knight Hunt & Malone 1999 (Crown Estates) 
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• Fig. 32 no 1 17, 1 1 8 
Elliott 2000 lights and cables (for Nottinghamshire County Council; watching
brief) 
• Fig. 2 cable trenches 1995 and 2000 
Appleton et al 2003 (for KBR, prospecting pre road) 
Fig. 1 RH pot scatter (areas adjacentto A46) 
Stukeley t 724 
• Not precisely located 
Stapleton 1911 
• Not precisely located 
Stand ish 1908 
• Not precisely located 
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Fig. 29 Predictive urban and "ilia settlement 
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Fig. 30 Predictive pain of multi-phase areas 
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Fig. 31 Predictive zones of alluvium and oragnoc survival 
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