
Unlocking The Past 
Key Stage 2 

 

This session gives pupils the opportunity to work with an archaeologist in the 
classroom and uncover the stories behind the artefacts which give us clues as 
to how people in the past lived.

The sessions are exciting, engaging, accessible to all abilities and give the 
opportunity for follow up work by the teacher through a teaching pack which 
comes as part of the visit. 

How the Visit is Structured 

Timing
� Half a day per class for up to 30 pupils 

Requirements
� A large space such as a hall (we will be sieving buckets of soil so 

carpets are not suitable!) 
� Interactive whiteboard for the introductory session (classrooms are fine 

for this introductory session). 

Programme
� Introduction to the world of archaeology – Slides and stories. Meet 

Jack the Skelly, Meticulous Tim and learn some of the basic 
terminology and language.

� Handling session – A chance to handle and discuss artefacts from the 
last 2000 years and find out how to unlock the stories inside them. 
Paired work. 



� Sieving – Pupils work in pairs to try and work out the life of a family 
from the evidence recovered by sieving and trowelling through soil 
samples from Roman, Saxon, Victorian and Modern periods. 

� They will evaluate their evidence through research and deduction to 
work out which period their sample comes from and offer evidence 
which points to how their family lived. 

Meeting Curriculum Objectives

� To understand the purpose of archaeology and the archaeological 
process

� To appreciate the archaeology of Suffolk river valleys 
� To be able to recognise what constitutes archaeology evidence 
� Develop hypothesis about the make, age and function of given 

artefacts
� Discuss what each artefact tells them about the past 
� Know the basic health and safety, hazards and risks when working in a 

practical situation 
� To sort various artefacts against agreed criteria 
� Research, identify and date their findings 
� Produce visual evidence via modern technology 
� Compare results with classmates 
� Group discussion and evaluation 
� To participate in small group showing reliability, responsibility and 

perseverance

Costs

 A full day working 2 sessions, (30 pupils per session) 1 morning and 1 
afternoon - £200 plus travel 

Contact: Duncan Allan, SCC Archaeology Service 
01473 583288 duncan.allan@et.suffolkcc.gov.uk


