GLOSSARY OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL

TERMS

Anglo—Saxon — The main inh abitants of Britain b efore the Norman Conquest in
1066. The Angles a nd the Sax ons wer e Ge rmanic p eoples th at migr ated to
eastern England during the 5™ and 6™ Centuries from Northern Europe, after the
end of Roman rule.

Archaeologist - A person who uses scientific methods to study the past, with the
aim of recording and understanding ancient cultures.

Archaeology - A for m of anthropology th at us es excavation to study a ncient
human so cieties. Th rough the ex amination of h istoric m aterial re mains
archaeology hopes to reconstruct past life ways and record cultural progress.

Area Excavation - The excavation of a large horizontal area, usually to uncover
houses or expose occupation and settlement patterns.

Artefact - An object manufactured or modified by humans.
Assemblage - All the artefacts found on an excavation.
Barrow — A mound of stones or earth covering a burial. (See Burial Mound.)

Beaker — A type of pottery without handles and often highly decorated. This type
of vessel gives its name to the Beaker People or Culture which came to Britain at
the end of the Neolithic, bringing with it metal working and the tradition of burying
their dead in single graves below a barrow.

Bronze Age — The fir st period in which metal implements and o rnaments were
made. (C.2000-c.700BC) e

Burial Mou nd - A mound of ea rth or stone a mound of soil or sto nes used to
cover a single or multiple burial or cremation. Also k nown as barrows, cairns or

* tumuli. Burial mo-unds come in a number of forms from round barrows to lon g
barrows. Burial mounds are communally associated with the Bronze Age but they
were also built in the'Neolithic, Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon periods.

- Ceramic — Objects, such as pottery, made from fired clay.
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Coppice — An a rea o f decidu ous wo odland that is periodically c ut to pr ovide
straight poles for buildings, fences and fuel. The trimmed tree stumps are called
‘stools’ from which the new growth soon sprouts.

Cremation — The practice of burning the dead b efore disposal, the ashes are
then eit her scattered or bur ied, often in a n urn. This type of bur ial b ecame
common in the Bro nze Age but was also common in the Roman and A nglo-
Saxon periods.

Context — The position of an ar chaeological find in time and sp ace. Established
through studying and recording an artefacts relationship to its surroundings, this
is imp ortant in orde r to dev elop an un derstanding of ev ents that hap pened to
artefacts before and since their deposition in the ground.

Chronology - An arrangement of events in the order in which they occurred.

Crop Marks — Crops and other vegetation growing over archaeological remains,
such as walls, will be growing in shallow soil, the crop will be s horter and darker
in colour, crops growing over pits and ditches will have deep moist soil and will
therefore grow taller and a lush green. These patterns can be visible from the air
and aid with locating possible archaeological sites.

Culture — The non genetic b ehaviour of humans, an assemblage of b elieves,
behaviours an d c ustoms th at ar e sp ecific toa certa in gr oup of pe ople. I n
archaeology ‘cu lture’ is often us ed to as an arbitrary term for s imilar m aterial
found on several sites of approximately the same date.

Dark Ages — A term tradit ionally used to d escribe the period directly after th e
collapse of Roman rule in Britain in AD 410.

Dendrochronology - A dating sy stem that uses tree rings to d ate timbers and
wood from archaeological sites. Each year a tree add s a ring of gro wth and the
age of the tree ca n be estab lished by countin g the ring s. The thickn ess of each
ring is influenced by climate, a dry year produces a narrow ring and a wetter year
produces a thicke rrin g. The s ame sp ecies of tree, living in s imilar clim atic
conditions will produce similar ring patte rns, by gettin g samples from trees th at
over lap in age it has been possible for scientist to produce a chronology of tree
ring patterns, to which archaeological timbers can be compared.

Excavation — Th e digging of a rchaeological s ites during whic h the s oil is
methodically removed to reveal archaeological features and finds, the positions of
which are recorded in 3 dimensions.

Experimental Archae ology — The us e of carefu lly controlled experiments,
replicating ancient tec hnologies and b ehaviours to tes t hypothe sis dev eloped
from ar chaeological d ata. Thes e ex periments can v aryinsiz efromt he
reproduction of an cient stone too Is - to test  manufacturing tec hniques, to la rge
scale reconstruction of buildings and subsistence living. : :

Feature — An archaeological find that can not be removed from the site; such as
_ @ pit, ditch, hearth or building. '
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Flint - A glassy rock formed in chalk from water born silica minerals. Flint nodules
fracture c onchoidally to form flak es wh ich s harp edges, these ca neasilybe
worked to produce a cutting e dge. Used th roughout the preh istoric period to
manufacture tools and weapons such as arrowheads, scrapers and handaxes.

Hunter-gatherers - A term used to describing a s ociety whose main sources of
food are hunted wild animals and gathered wild plants. During the last 3 million
years of human ev olution h unter-gathering h as b een the ma in met hod of
subsistence.

Hut cir cle - The arc haeological ev idence for a form erro und house. Th ese
buildings can leave a circle of sto ne, post holes or a d rainage gully as evidence
of their existence.

In situ — Archaeological evidence that is in its original location.

Inhumation - The burial of a complete, unburnt corpse.

Iron Age — The first period in which iron was used to make weapons and tools, in
Britain the Iron Age lies between the Bronze Age and the Roman invasion (c.700
BC-AD 43). This period is distinctive for its strong tribal societies who defended
their settlements in hillforts, usually located on a natural promontory and
defended by a series of banks and ditches.

Inorganic Material — Material t hat is ne ither part of the an imal or v egetable
kingdom.

Lithic - Stone, or made of stone.

Matrix — The surrounding soil in which archaeological finds are located.
Medieval — Traditionally the period 1066 — ¢.1500 AD

Mesolithic — The ‘Middle Stone Age’. Represents a period of transition from the
Paleolithic hunter-gathers of t he last glaciation, to th e Neolithic farmers of the
post-glaciation period.

Middle Ages — See Medieval.

Midden — An area of accumulated household waste and debris. Middens are
often well stratified and can contain very well preserved biological and
environmental remains.

Neolithic — The ‘New Stone Age’. A period in history begging at the end of the

last Ice Age, when people cultivated plants and kept animals but still used stone

rather than metal tools. In northern Europe this period also sees the first pottery
- production. (¢.4000-2000BC) -
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Norman — The period in Britain following the defeat of Harold at The Battle of
Hastings in 1066 AD. William of Normandy (William the Conqueror) was
proclaimed King of England. Also a descriptive term for the architectural style of
this period, traditionally considered to continue until the 12 ™ Century, the
architecture is characterized by roundheaded arches which are often highly
decorated.

Organic Material — Materials such as bone, hide, timber and horn which were
once part or whole of a living organism.

Osteologist — An expert in bones, human or otherwise.

Paleoanthropologist — An expert in the stud y of the ear liest human beings and
human evolution.

Paleolithic — ‘The Old Stone Age’ The period before the end of the last Ice Age
when pe ople lived as hunter-gathers, using stone too Is, witho ut ag riculture or

pottery.

Plan — An ar chaeological rec ord of fea tures fo undo na s ite. Detaile d
measurements are tak en of the lo cation of archaeological features and a scaled
plan is drawn, hash lines and other symbols are used to represent the shape and
depth of ex cavated fe atures. These days a digital p lan of sites ar e often a Iso
produced using high tech GPS systems and Theodolites.

Pot Sherd — Fragment of a broken pottery vessel.

Prehistory — A large section of hum an history, lasting over a millennia, during
which th ere are no written rec ords. Th e only information we h ave abo ut the
prehistoric period is attend through archaeology.

Radiocarbon Dating — Dating technique used on carbon bearing material, such

as bone, wood, peat and shell. The method uses the radloactlve decay of the C**

isotope into stable Nitr ogen. By measuring the re maining c"and calibrating it
using tree ring evidence a date in calendar years can be determined.

Section — The arch aeological term for the v ertical surface of soil matrix that
remains aft er half a fe ature or fe atures h ave bee n ex cavated, the section will
show the stratigraphy of that arch  aeological fe ature and isr ecorded in
photographs and section drawings.

Temper — Material added to clay such as sand, shell or crushed flint, to give the
pottery strength during firing.

Trowel — T ool traditional used by archaeologists whlle worklng one xcavatlons
Usually a 4” pomtmg trowel, as used by bricklayers.
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