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Summary 

An archaeological field evaluation was undertaken on land to the north of 
Wardentree Lane, Pinchbeck, Lincolnshire (Fig. I). 

Six trenches were excavated to investigate anomalies identified by an earlier 
geophysical survey. 

A number of undated and medieval ditches suggested to be of drainage and 
agricultural boundary functions were encountered. 

A possible natural pond feature, of unknown date, was exposed in Trench 3. 

Fig. 1: Site location showing principal entries from the County Sites and 
Monuments Record. (1:10,000) 

(OS Copyright Licence No: AL 515 21 A0001) 
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1.0 Introduction 

A seven day programme of archaeological trial excavation was carried out on a site to 
the north of Wardentree Lane, Pinchbeck, Lincolnshire (Fig. 1). The evaluation was 
commissioned by Elsoms Seeds Ltd. to fulfil a condition attached to planning 
permission to erect industrial warehouses and offices (Planning Reference 
H14/0863/98). The evaluation followed an earlier watching brief on the south west 
part of the site (subject to a separate planning permission). A geophysical survey 
(Butler 1999) was also carried out on sample areas of the site, the results of which 
formed the basis for the evaluation. 

The results of this report will assist the local planning authority and the client to 
further assess the archaeological significance of the site, the potential impacts which 
may be imposed by development and the requirement / non-requirement for further 
archaeological investigation in advance of or during development. 

A copy of this report will be deposited at the County SMR, and a short text will be 
submitted to the editor of the county journal, Lincolnshire History and Archaeology, 
effectively placing the information in the public domain. Reports will be deposited at 
the City and County Museum, Lincoln, accompanied with an ordered project archive. 

2.0 Location and Description 

Pinchbeck lies in the administrative district of South Holland, approximately 3 km 
north of Spalding and 20km south west of Boston. The site is situated to the south 
east of the village, immediately to the north of Wardentree Lane (NGR: TF 2550 
2530). It covers approximately 12 hectares total area, and its boundaries are defined 
by Wardentree Lane to the south, the Blue Gowt Drain to the north, a disused railway 
to the west and arable land to the east. It is divided by Scragg's Drain which runs 
across the site in a north east to south west direction. 

Until recently the whole of the site was used for crop trials by the client company. 
Two field boundary ditches, running north west to south east across the site, were 
filled in approximately ten years ago. These features were relocated during the 
watching brief and again during the evaluation (see 5.1 below). 

3.0 Archaeological and Historical Background 

An archaeological overview of the area has been established by the Fenland Survey. 
Within Pinchbeck parish, the survey only covered the fen areas in the west of the 
parish (Hayes and Lane 1992, 110-118; 143-151). The survey has produced extensive 
evidence from the prehistoric to Romano-British periods. During the later Saxon and 
medieval periods the area in the west of the parish was inundated with water and 
became freshwater fen (Hayes and Lane 1992, 110-118; 143-151). 



Fig. 2: Sketch plan from a map dated c.1620 (LAO. MCD. 851/26). 
(Approx. 1:10,560). 

Fig. 3: Extract from the 1906 edition 6" to the mile (1:10,560) Ordnance Survey 
map showing the site area. 
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The place-name Pinchbeck (Pincebec in 1086) is uncertain. The second element 
clearly refers to a stream. The first element could derive from the Old English pine, 
meaning a minnow or pink, meaning a linnet (Cameron 1998, 97). 

In the Domesday Survey of 1086, land at Pinchbeck was held by Ivo Tallboys and Guy 
of Craon. In addition to the land that he held Ivo Tallboys is recorded as having four 
fisheries and 1500 eels (Morris ed. 1986, 14.99; 57.52). 

An undated cropmark complex of probable regular enclosures and droveways has been 
recorded in the south-west corner of the site. The main area of these, to the west of 
the railway line, was covered by development approximately ten years ago. During the 
watching brief phase of work several ditches which were assumed to be a part of this 
complex were identified and a small quantity of medieval pottery was recovered 
(Ridsdale and Palmer-Brown 1998). A selective programme of geophysical survey was 
carried out on the site by University of Leicester Archaeology Services early in 1999. 
The results of this survey suggested that a range of linear and other anomalies existed 
across most of the area sampled (Butler 1999). 

The eastern part of the site is shown on a plan dated to c. 1620 (Fig. 2) which is held at 
the Public Records Office (LAO. MCD. 851/26). This area is shown to be in the 
ownership of a Mr. Walpoole and appears to be divided up into ten east-west strips 
reminiscent of ridge and furrow (i.e. strip farming). The alignment of these would 
appear to be broadly concordant with some of the strip-like cropmarks. 

It is also interesting to note from this map that the eastern part of the site lies within an 
area called Gallowe Feildes. This indicates that the area probably was, or had been, 
the site of the gallows which were usually located at or near the parish boundary (Field 
1993, 238). 

The present route of Wardentree Lane to Piatt's Bridge dates from 1941 when 
Vernatts Drain was widened. The road had previously curved to the south-east and 
ended at The Sycamores, a 16th century farmhouse beside Vernatts Drain, which was 
demolished during the widening work (Edmonds and Cox 1986, 8). 

The disused railway forming the western boundary of the site was part of the Great 
Northern Railway. This line was part of the Lincolnshire loop on the main London to 
York line which it left at Peterborough and ran through Spalding, Boston, Lincoln and 
Gainsborough to rejoin at Doncaster. This line was opened in 1848 (Wright 1982, 
133). 
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4.0 Methodology 

Information held at the County Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) and the results of 
the earlier watching brief and geophysical survey suggested that archaeological 
remains lay within the area of the proposed development (as outlined above). 

The Assistant County Archaeologist for Lincolnshire approved a project specification 
for the excavation of six archaeological trenches located to investigate anomalies 
identified during the geophysical survey. The trenches were excavated as follows; 

Trench 1 (20m x 1,6m) was located in the north west of the site to investigate two 
linear geophysics anomalies. 

Trench 2 (20m x 1.6m) was situated on the eastern side of the western field close to 
Scraggs Dyke to identify two linear geophysics anomalies. 

Trench 3 (10m x 10m) was located towards the eastern side of the west field with the 
purpose of identifying a macula and a curving linear geophysics anomaly. 

Trench 4 (20m x 1.6m) was situated in the south west corner of the east field across a 
large linear geophysics anomaly. 

Trench 5 (20m x 1.6m) was placed across two linear geophysics anomalies in the 
south east corner of the site. 

Trench 6 (20m x 1,6m) was placed in the southern part of the eastern field between 
Trenches 4 and 5 in an area which the geophysical survey suggested was blank. 

The locations of the trenches are shown on Fig. 4 along with an interpretation of the 
geophysical survey results. The aim of these trenches was to determine the nature of 
the archaeology (its character, date, depth, state of preservation, extent and 
significance). The overall objective of this phase of work, therefore, was to present the 
client and the District Planning Authority with a set of data from which reasoned 
decisions may be taken regarding future management of the archaeological resource 

Recording was undertaken using standard context record sheets (incorporating 
physical descriptions, interpretations, and stratigraphic relationships). Features were 
planned and drawn to scale in section, and photographic recording was undertaken 
(some prints are reproduced in this report). The drawings, and the rest of the paper 
record, will form the basis for a long-term project archive. A small quantity of pottery, 
animal bone and slag was recovered; specialist reports on these are included in the 
appendices 

Although environmental sampling was identified as a priority in the project 
specification, no samples were taken during the evaluation. With one exception, the 
type of deposits which were encountered were not considered to have any potential 
for the survival of environmental remains. The deposit which was considered suitable 
was a black peaty layer containing reed fragments (5011). However the deposit itself 
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was undaied and within ditch 5003, the upper fills of which contained sherds of 19th 
century pottery and no sampling was undertaken. 

The evaluation was supervised by the writer assisted by three experienced field 
archaeologists and was carried out between the 29th March and 8th of April 1999. 

5.0 Results 

5.1 Trench 1 (Figs. 5 & 6) 

Trench 1 was located to identify two linear anomalies recorded by the geophysical 
survey (see Fig. 4). Both of these features, and two small pits, w ere identified in the 
trench. 

Ditch 1001 was aligned north west to south east across the trench and represented the 
most easterly of the two geophysics anomalies. It had an asymmetrical V-shaped 
profile and appeared to contain several different fills. At the base of the trench was a 
modern clay pipe, which was presumably laid when the ditch was filled in. This ditch 
corresponds with one of the two field boundaries shown on the 1906 map (Fig. 3) 
which were filled in about ten years ago. The continuation of this feature was 
identified during the earlier watching brief phase of work at the site. 

Ditch 1004 was aligned north east to south west and had a V-shaped profile. It 
contained a series of silty fills (1014-1021). The south east side of the feature was cut 
by a shallow Pit 1003 which contained a silty clay fill (1012). The pit was truncated by 
a re-cut of the ditch [1002], This feature contained two silty clay fills (1009 & 1010). 
No finds were recovered from any of the deposits in these features. 

Pit 1007 was located just to the east of pit 1003 and may even have been connected to 
it beyond the limits of the trench. It also contained a silty clay which produced no 
finds. 

5.2 Trench 2 

No archaeological features were observed in Trench 2. Beneath the ploughsoil was 
natural silty clay and coarse silt flood deposits. It is possible that the linear anomalies 
suggested by the geophysical survey lay at a greater depth within the natural deposits. 

5.3 Trench 3 (Figs. 7 & 8) 

Trench 3 contained a large feature [3008], which covered most of the exposed area. 
Only one edge of the feature, aligned north east to south west, was exposed with the 
others lying beyond the limit of excavation. It had a flat bottom and a gently sloping 
north west side. It contained layers and patches of clay (3001-3005, 3007) and a 
primary fill of bluish grey clayey silt (3006). A series of sondages were excavated 
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across the feature but no artefactual remains were recovered. The feature was cut into 
the natural silt (3009) and was in turn cut by a number of modern land drains. 

The feature did not correspond with the results of the geophysical survey, which 
suggested two anomalies (a small circular and curving linear). In the absence of any 
evidence to suggest otherwise, this feature can only be interpreted as a natural pool or 
channel. 

5.4 Trench 4 (Figs. 9, 10 & 11) 

Two intercutting features, a pit and a ditch, were identified in Trench 4. Although the 
location of these corresponded to a geophysics anomaly, they were not as substantial 
as the survey results appeared to suggest. 

Pit 4001 appeared to be square in plan (although its full extent was not exposed in the 
trench) and had fairly steeply sloping sides. It contained three sandy silt and silt fills, 
the lowest of which (4006) contained two sherds of late fifteenth to mid seventeenth 
century pottery. 

Ditch 4002 was aligned west south west to east north east and was cut by pit 4001. 
Its profile changed from U-shaped to V-shaped across the width of the trench. It 
contained a sequence of silty fills, of which the main one (4007) produced two sherds 
of medieval pottery including the rim of a thirteenth to fourteenth century Toynton 
ware jug. 

A single sherd of Roman pottery was recovered from a 'natural' flood deposit (4012) 
in the base of the trench. 

5.5 Trench 5 (Figs. 12, 13 & 14) 

Trench 5 contained two linear features, although the alignment of these did not 
correspond completely with those suggested by the geophysical survey. 

Ditch 5003 was aligned west to east and had a fairly steep sided, flat bottomed profile. 
It was cut into the natural clayey silt and contained a number of silt and clay fills. 
These included a black peaty deposit containing fragments of reeds (5011). The latest 
fill of the feature (5004) contained sherds of eighteenth century pottery. Several of the 
upper fills were cut by a modern clay land drain which appeared to have been laid 
along the line of the ditch. 

Ditch 5016 was aligned west to east across the trench and had a steep V-shaped 
profile. It contained a mid brown clay silt (5017) and a blue grey silty clay (5018). 
Sherds of nineteenth century pottery were recovered from the upper fill (5017). A 
modern plastic land drain also ran along the same alignment as the ditch. 
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5.6 Trench 6 (Figs. 15 & 16) 

A single linear feature, which had not been recorded by the geophysical survey, was 
identified in Trench 6. 

Ditch 6002 was aligned west to east and had a fairly steep sided V-shaped profile It 
contained a number of sandy silt, silt and clayey silt fills. Small quantities of medieval 
and residual Roman or late Saxon pottery and a piece of ironworking slag were 
recovered from the lower fills of the feature. 

6.0 Discussion and Conclusion 

The evaluation identified a number of ditches which contained a variety of silt and clay 
fills. The profiles of many of these features were stepped (e.g. see Fig. 13) perhaps 
suggesting erosion and slumping. Only a very small quantity of artefactual material 
was recovered from the ditches. The pottery suggests that the ditches mostly dated to 
between the twelfth and seventeenth centuries. 

It is possible to compare the alignment of ditches 4002 and 6002 with the strips shown 
on the early seventeenth century map (Fig. 2). Although the pottery recovered from 
the lower fills suggested that these features were at least partly silted up by the mid 
fourteenth century, it is possible that they were still influencing boundaries about three 
hundred years later. Other ditches had been filled in more recently. Ditch 1001 can be 
identified as a field boundary on the 1906 and 1970s maps (Figs. 1 & 3) and was filled 
in with a modern pipe in the late 1980s. 

The nature of archaeological remains encountered and the general lack of artefactual 
material did not suggest a high level of past activity on the site. The ditches appeared 
to be agricultural land divisions and drains. This confirms that this part of Pinchbeck 
parish was being used for agricultural activity during the mid to late medieval period. 
This was most likely arable farming as the pottery was probably derived from 
manuring 

The small quantity of Roman pottery recovered , although mostly residual, were 
interesting as a further sherd had been found during the watching brief (Ridsdale and 
Palmer-Brown 1998, 6). These finds showed that there was a low level of human 
activity in the area of the site during that period, perhaps the grazing of stock on the 
marsh. 

In terms of defining features which corresponded with anomalies identified during the 
geophysical survey the evaluation was only partially successful. This may be due to 
both the ambiguity of some of the geophysics results and the nature and depth of the 
features that the survey recorded. Some of the anomalies may have related to natural 
features which were too deeply buried to have been exposed in the evaluation 
trenches. It is clear from the excavation results in trenches 3, 5 and 6 that not all 
archaeological or natural features were detected by the geophysical survey. Although 
this means that other features on the site may have remained undetected, the nature of 
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the excavated archaeology discussed above did not suggest that any further significant 
remains lay within the site area. 
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8.2 Post-Roman Pottery Analysis and Archive by J. Young 

1. Introduction 
A total of 18 sherds of potteiy were found on the site ranging in date from the Roman to the early modem 
period. 

2. Condition 
The pottery was variable in condition with some sherds being so worn it was impossible to date them. 

3. Overall Chronology and Source 
Vessels of Roman, medieval, post-medieval and early modern date were present on the site. The medieval 
and post-medieval pottery includes vessels from Nottingham, Bourne and Toynton All Saints. 

pottery dating wtl99 
context earliest horizon latest horizon date range 
1005c 

PMH EMH late 18th to 19th 

4006 
MH10 PMH4 late 15th to mid 17th 

4007 
MH5 MH8 mid 13th to mid 14th 

4012 
R R Roman 

5004 
PMH8 PMH9 18th 

5017 
EMH EMH mid 19th 

6007 
MH2 MH6 mid 12th to late 13th 

6008 
R ASH 13 Roman to late 11th 

6009 
MH4 MH6 mid 13th to early/mid 14th 
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pottery archive wtl99 

context cname for 
1005c 

4006 

4007 

4012 

5004 

5017 

6007 

6008 

LSTON 

PEARL 

BOU 

BOU 

MEDLOC 

TOY 

GRE 

BL 

LPM 

MISC 

MEDX 

? 
? 

jar 

jar/ 

jar/pipKin 

jug 

bowl 

bowl 

mug 

? 

jug 

18 April J 999 

part description 

BS 

rim 

rim ? ID 

BS ? ID.well worn;or Roman 

BS Ight grey fab;lght orange surfs; Ight green sus 

rim rounded cuff; 13/14th 

BS 

rim & BS white fabric; red slip; 18th 

trans print 

BS well worn;prob med; quartz fabric; grey core o 

rim with lip evertbl rim;??? STANLY;worn; poorly sorted 

Page 1 of 2 



context cname form nosh nov dec part description 

6009 

MISC 

MISC 

NOTG 

? 
? 

jug 

1 

1 

1 combed 

BS 

BS 

BS 

Rom or late Saxon;lght grey hard quartz fabric 

worn;prob Rom;brown quarrtz fabric 

grey fabric;worn 

tile archive wtl99 
context cn ame fabric no frags description 
5004 

PNR white 1 post-med? 

IS April 1999 Page 2 of 2 



Appendix 8.3 

Wardentree Lane, Pinchbeck, Spalding: Animal bone archive by DJ 
Rackham 

A small group of stratified animal bones was submitted for identification. 
This group was too small to allow any form of qualitative assessment, 
and a basic archive is presented as fol lows:-

Context Description Comments 

1016 x3 horse teeth 

4006 sheep radius shaft only, slightly 
eroded 

4007 sheep radius proximal end, left hand 

Appendix 8.4 

Wardentree Lane, Pinchbeck, Spalding: Metalworking slag analysis by 
Jane Cowgill 

Context 6008: A single large piece of iron smithing slag was submitted 
for identification and assessment. 

Weight = 1294g. Plano-convex hearth bottom, probably Romano-British 
or high medieval in date. Fuel used probably charcoal. 

No further work is recommended. 

8.5 Site archive 

Primary records are currently with PCA (Lincoln). An ordered archive of both paper 
and object elements is in preparation and will be deposited at the City and County 
Museum, Lincoln, within six months. 
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8.6 Colour Photographs 

PI. 1: General view of the site looking north east. 

PI. 2: Trench 1 

looking south east, 

showing Ditch 1004 

in the foreground. 





PI. 5: Ditch 5016 looking west. 

PI. 6: Ditch 6002 looking north east. 


