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Summary 

An intermittent watching brief took place in selective areas during 
groundworks for a water mains replacement scheme around the parishes of 
Glentham, Bishop Norton, Atterby and Snitterby in north Lincolnshire. 

No archaeological remains were identified during the groundworks. This was 
due on some occasions to poor communication, but more frequently to the fact 
that groundworks were contained within existing service trenches 

Some sensitive areas were not monitored because the site contractors did not 
supply sufficient information regarding the timing of works. 



1.0 Introduction 

An archaeological watching brief was carried out for Anglian Water Services Ltd. 
during water mains replacement in the area around Waddingham, North Lincolnshire. 
Monitoring took place on an intermittent basis in selective areas along the route; 
Snitterby, Bishop Norton and Glentham, between 6 October 1999 and 24 January 
2000. 

Work was conducted in accordance with the guidelines set out in the Lincolnshire 
County Council Archaeology Section publication Lincolnshire Archaeological 
Handbook: A Manual of Archaeological Practice, 1998. 

2.0 Location and description 

The settlements lie due north of Lincoln, between approximately SK 9983490383 and 
SK 9839394825, on the east side of Ermine Street, along the line of the A15. 

In each parish specific areas were identified by the Lincolnshire County Council 
Archaeology Section as requiring monitoring. The areas identified are listed as 
follows: 

Area A. Glentham. The immediate vicinity of St Peter and Paul's Church. 

Area B. Northwest of Glentham A section of the route approximately 400m in 
length, located approximately 600m northwest of the village, between Bracken's 
Wood and New Close Plantation. 

Area C. Bishop Norton. In the vicinity of the two churches. 

Area D. Atterby. A section measuring approximately 200m, extending northeast 
from Atterby Beck. 

Area E. Snitterby. An east-west section of approximately 300m, immediately west of 
the village. 

3.0 Planning background 

The excavations for the water mains replacement scheme were not subject to any 
form of planning requirement. 

4.0 Archaeological and historical background 

The monitored areas lie close to Ermine Street, the Roman road running north- south 
from London and passing through Lincoln to the Humber at Winteringham. Several 
Romano-British settlements have been found along its length and excavated sites have 
also revealed evidence of later prehistoric occupation. 
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Fig. 1 Location of areas monitored. Scale 1: 25 000 



St Peter and Paul 's Church at Glentham dates from the 13th century and was subject to 
major alteration in the 14,h century. Its west tower is dated 1756. 

Previous archaeological investigations around the churches of Bishop Norton have 
exposed human remains. The church of St Peter dates from the Georgian period. A 
late Roman baptist tank has been found here. It has been suggested that the area was a 
focus for early Christian activity, perhaps a villa or cult centre (Palmer-Brown, 1999). 

The section of pipeline route west of Snitterby is considered to be close to, if not 
actually, on the site of a Romano-British villa complex. 

The route from Atterby Beck crosses a field containing medieval ridge and furrow. 

5.0 Methodology 

The watching brief was undertaken on an intermittent basis by Mr J. Albone, Mr L. 
Newton and Mr R Mouraille between 6 October and 24 January 2000. Site visits were 
made when informed by the agents of the client company (Morrisons Construction 
Ltd) of works taking place. Visits were also made when it was considered prudent to 
monitor the route. 

The pipeline construction cut through modern road surfaces and road verges. It 
employed both open cut and pipe-bursting techniques. This resulted in a combination 
of long soil sections and small intermittent pits, the latter approximately l m square. 

Work in the field consisted of the following basic elements: 

Intermittent cleaning of all exposed plan and section surfaces. 

Limited rapid excavation for finds (dating) evidence, and to clarify the nature 
and orientation of archaeological features. 

Scale drawing of archaeological features in plan and in section. 

The location of groundworks to 1: 2500 base plans supplied by the client 
company. 

Context descriptions of exposed deposits were entered on standard watching brief 
record sheets and a colour photographic record was kept throughout. 

6.0 Results 

6.1 Glentham, Area A 

In total, nine access pits were monitored along Church Lane, exposing sections 
between l m and 2m in width, approximately lm deep. All were found to be 
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Fig. 2 Location of monitored groundworks, Glentham. Scale 1: 2500 



Fig. 3 Location of monitored groundworks, Bishop Norton. Scale 1: 5000 



Fig. 4 Location of monitored groundworks, Snitterby. Scale 1: 2500 



archaeologically sterile. Basic stratigraphy consisted of tarmac or topsoil over road 
consolidation layers sealing natural silts and brash. The spoil associated with pit 5 
(Fig.2) produced an unidentified longbone and jaw, as well as other bone fragments, 
all unstratified. 

6.2 North-west of Glentham, Area B 

Monitoring was not possible in this area, as Pre-Construct Archaeology (Lincoln) was 
not notified by the contractors' agents. The excavations had been backfilled when the 
site was inspected (6lh October, 1999, James Albone), and had been based on open cut 
trenching. An unidentified tile fragment was recovered from the backfill in the middle 
of the area. 

6.3 Bishop Norton, Area C 

A total of thirteen access pits were monitored along Main Street in Bishop Norton 
(Fig. 3). Generally the pits were between 0.8 and 1.2m deep, and exposed sections 
between 0.6 and 2m in width. Exceptions were Trench 1, 8m in length, orientated 
north-south, and Trench 2 (a 20m long section on the same orientation), and Trench 3, 
20m in length on the corner north of St. Peters Church. 

All groundworks were found to be archaeologically negative. For the most part they 
fell within existing service backfill deposits. Subsoil was noted below this backfill in 
Trenches 1 (0.20m deep) and 3 (0.35m deep). This subsoil was substantially deeper to 
the north of the church (Trench 3). In both cases, the subsoil sealed natural limestone 
brash. 

6.4 Atterby, Area D 

On arrival work had already been concluded on the relevant section of route, and the 
area was not monitored. However no work had taken place in the field containing 
ridge and furrow, and it is understood that this field was ultimately avoided to prevent 
damage to the earthworks. 

6.5 Snitterby, Area E 

Three access pits exposing sections approximately lm wide and lm deep were 
monitored along Cliff Road. Each was found to be archaeological sterile, containing 
only 0.3m of topsoil and lm of subsoil/natural (Fig. 4). 

7.0 Conclusions 

No in situ archaeological remains were disturbed by the water main replacement 
scheme (unless, that is, such remains were exposed within areas that were not 
monitored). 

The negative result may be attributed in part to the nature of the excavations: the use 
of drilled access pits across much of the route rather than open-cut excavation meant 
sections of less than 2m were exposed. The limited section/ plan surfaces made 



archaeological deposits difficult to detect. Equally, much of the excavation, where 
monitoring was possible, appears to have been contained within modern service cuts. 

In two areas (B and D) monitoring was not possible. This can be attributed to the 
limited information supplied by the contractors with regard to the timing of works. 
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Appendix - Colour Plates 

1 fl 
a Plate 1. Cliff Lane, Snitterby. Pit 3, facing north 

Plate 2. Glentham, Church Lane. Pit 6, facing north-west 


