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ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION (TRIAL TRENCHING PHASE) 1
AT MANOR PIT, BASTON, LINCOLNSHIRE i
JUNE-JULY 2004

ABSTRACT

An archaeological evaluation was undertaken in June to July 2004 on the site of a proposed {

extension to the RMC Eastern quarry near Baston, Lincolnshire. Ninety-eight trenches were |

excavated over the 56 ha site. A wide spread of features was discovered, largely comprising

linear ditches and gullies apparently representing a trackway and field boundaries associated ,!

with a Roman settlement lying mostly to the east of the evaluation area. Roman pottery, dating

to the 2™ and 3™ centuries AD, was recovered from 25 linear features, three pits and a post-hole.

There were two concentrations of pottery and other material in the south-eastern part of the site

which represent discrete areas of Roman occupation. Elsewhere finds were sparse. Two large

pits in the south-eastern area of the site would appear to be Iron Age on the basis of limited

pottery. Unusual finds include two copper alloy box or furniture mounts of Roman date, but

there was no building material. A number of the deeper features of Iron Age and Roman date 5

contained waterlogged plant remains. "
i

There were several medieval and later features including field boundary ditches, three large I
borrow pits, and a linear hollow-way which appears to represent a track identified on early
maps. Tree root-holes, some with burnt edges, were widespread but without dating evidence. 1

1 INTRODUCTION

Northamptonshire Archaeology was commissioned by Guildhouse Consultancy, on behalf of
RMC Eastern, to undertake an archaeological trial trench evaluation on land at Baston, i
Lincolnshire (NGR TF 1280 1490; Fig 1) in support of a planning application for an i
extension to the nearby gravel quarry (Planning Ref. S7/1083/03, Application for extension i
of existing sand and gravel workings; land at Front and Rear Fen and land at North Meadow i

South, Manor Pit, Baston, Peterborough’). i

The objectives and procedures for the work were set out in a brief issued by the Lincolnshire |
County Council Archaeological Officer. The work was carried out in June and July 2004 in il

accordance with an approved specification produced by Northamptonshire Archaeology.

e S e S T

The site was located on farmland north-east of the village of Baston, on both sides of the [
Baston Outgang Road, around Brook House Farm. The land lies to the south of the River
Glen and to the north of the present quarry. Ninety-eight trenches were excavated covering an i
area of 56 ha in four fields (Fields 1-4, Figs 2 to 4).

Northamptonshire Archaeology
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2 BACKGROUND

Topography and geology

The site is located on river terrace and lacustrine gravel over which calcareous loams of the
Badsey 2 soil association have developed (Soil Survey of England & Wales, sheet, 3, 1983). I
The fields are flat, at an elevation 3-5 m OD, with a slight overall drop from north to south. At i

the time of fieldwork, Fields 2-4 were under arable cultivation and Field 1 under pasture. |

The present fen edge lies about 2 km to the north-east. There was no trace of marine or
fenland sediments in the evaluation area and it is unclear whether the land here had ever been |

covered by fen at any time in its history. ‘H

Previous archaeological work
Desk-based assessment i
An archaeological desk-based assessment of the proposed development area was undertaken by |
John Samuels Archaeological Consultants (JSAC 2002). This suggested a medium potential for |

the presence of archaeological features and finds on the site.

Previous records give no indication of prehistoric occupation in the application area. A
Neolithic stone axe has been recorded as coming from Field 1, adjacent to the north side of
the Baston Outgang Road (Lincolnshire SMR No. 33397), and within 500 m of the
application area two other Neolithic stone axes have been found - a polished Greenstone axe
and a polished flint axe, to the north and north-east respectively. These all appear to have

been stray finds.

Little Iron Age activity has been identified in the area, but pottery and bone was recovered

from a peat bed during gravel extraction on the Baston Fen, south of the development area.

In the Roman period a road known as King Street, between Water Newton (Durobrivae) and i
Ancaster, ran north-south just west of the village of Baston. The present Baston Outgang i
Road has been suggested to be a Roman road which branched off Kings Street and ran to
Spalding. It is shown as such on the Ordnance Survey Map of Roman Britain (OS 1991).

Several Roman finds and features have been identified from limited excavations and casual 1
discoveries around the village, and from areas of gravel extraction to the south. This has i

suggested a strong Roman ‘presence’, but no major occupation sites have been identified.

Northamptonshire Archaeology
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The RCHME’s cropmark field boundaries and enclosures on the site (below) were undated

before the current work.

Saxon settlements within the Baston area have been located near Kates Bridge, approximately
1.3 km to the west of the proposed development area and during excavations to the south of
the church of St John the Baptist in the village (Hall and Coles 1994). It was suggested that
the Baston Outgang Road continued in use through the Anglo-Saxon period. The

development area was probably agricultural land at this time, as it has been since.

The landscape within the project area has changed little since it was first depicted on i
Ordnance Survey maps in the 19™ and early 20™ centuries, although several fields can be seen

|
to have been enlarged through the amalgamation of smaller ones. ;
|

Fieldwalking Survey and Cropmarks

A fieldwalking survey was carried by Northamptonshire Archaeology. The surface collection

located a significant density of Roman pottery and tile in the north-eastern corner of Field 3 ‘
(NA 2003). This would appear to be related to a settlement lying predominantly in the field to
the north, outside the application site, recorded from cropmarks by the RCHME (plot provided
by John Samuels Archaeological Consultants, 16/1/2003). The other minor scatters of worked ,
flint, medieval pottery and post-medieval pottery appeared to be insignificant. ‘

The cropmarks extending within the application area probably formed part of fields, enclosures ¢

and track/drove ways associated with the Roman settlement.

Geophysical Survey

A geophysical reconnaissance survey was undertaken using the magnetic susceptibility method
over the entire 56 ha of the site (NA 2002). The survey identified ten areas of enhanced
magnetic susceptibility. Three of these were linear anomalies which are likely to represent
former field boundaries. Seven other areas of irregular anomalies may reflect human activity,

although this could not be determined from the survey itself.

In May 2004, immediately before the current phase of evaluation, Northamptonshire
Archaeology carried out a detailed geophysical survey. An area of approximately 6 ha in six
blocks of 1 ha was surveyed, over selected potential sub-surface features, identified as
cropmarks and magnetic susceptibility anomalies. The detailed geophysical survey results i

confirmed the presence of some linear anomalies of archaeological potential, but not others ?F
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previously identified as cropmarks. Overall however, the survey results did not indicate a great

density of sub-surface features.

Northamptonshire Archaeology 4




MANOR PIT, BASTON

OBJECTIVES AND METHODOLOGY

Objectives
The trenching was designed to characterise the nature, survival and the extent of the potential
archaeological remains located by geophysical survey, aerial photography and fieldwalking and

to confirm negativity in those areas where no features or potential features had been identified.

Methodology

Initially a 2% sample by area was proposed for trenching — a total of 113 trenches targeted
mainly on potential archaeological features. This was reduced in the western half of Field 1
due to the presence of a potato crop. Here a compromise was agreed with the County
Archaeological Officer whereby trenches were positioned opportunistically around the edge
of the field and other gaps in the planting. In accordance with the final project design a total

of 98 trenches were excavated (Figs 2-4).

Fields 1 and 2 contained 44 and 13 trenches respectively. Field 3 contained 19 trenches and
Field 4 22 trenches, with two 30m extensions on Trenches 99 and 109. All but one of the
remaining trenches were 50 m long by 2 m wide, the exception being Trench 124 which was
30 m long (Figs 2-4). Features within each trench were numbered using the trench number as
a prefix (Ditch 1111 being Ditch 11 in Trench 11, Ditch 12304 being Ditch 04 in Trench 123,
etc.).

The removal of the topsoil and other overburden was carried out by a tracked 360-degree
mechanical excavator fitted with a 2-m wide toothless ditching bucket, operating under
archaeological supervision. In all trenches mechanical excavation proceeded as far as the
surface of the natural substrate (at a depth of 0.3-0.6 m), there being no archaeologically
significant horizons above this level. Subsoil was present only in a very few cases,
sometimes as a continuous deposit throughout a trench, but often only as a thin and patchy to
negligible layer. It was identified in Trenches 9, 11, 98, 101, 111, 113, 118, 125, 126 and 127
where it consisted of yellowish to orange-brown, silty sand or sandy loam with thickness of
between 0.06 m and 0.28 m. Most features were sealed directly by the topsoil. This generally
consisted of a dark brown or reddish brown loam in Field 1, while in the other fields it was a

grey-brown, sandy silt.

All potential archaeological features were examined by hand excavation, normally by cutting

a section through them (nominally 1 m wide in the case of linear features, and half sections in

Northamptonshire Archaeology 5
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the case of discrete features). In general, fewer tree root holes were examined in the later
stages of the fieldwork as familiarity with the site led to their more confident identification
without excavation. Standard Northamptonshire Archaeology single context recording

procedures were employed.

The trenches and spoil were scanned using a metal detector at regular intervals. Most of the
metal finds from the site were retrieved in this way. The general paucity of metal finds (of

any date) is remarkable from such a large area.

Northamptonshire Archaeology- 6
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EXCAVATED EVIDENCE

General

Subsurface features were widespread, being encountered in 76 of the 98 trenches excavated.
Most of these were ditches and gullies, and most were without finds. Twenty trenches were
devoid of any archaeological features. Features were present in thirty-two trenches in Field 1,
(Trenches 14-17, 19-24, 26, 28, 30, 31, 32, 34-40, 43, 45, 115, 119, 122-127); twelve trenches
in Field 2 (Trenches 1-8 and 10-13); fifteen trenches in Field 3 (Trenches 73-76, 78-84 and
86-89) and seventeen trenches in Field 4 (Trenches 92-95, 97-100, 102-106, 108, 110, 111
and 112).

Trench numbers 41, 42 and 46 to 72 were not used following the rearrangement of the

trenches in Field 1.

In the following description attention is paid to the more significant groups of features,
principally those containing dating evidence and those which were more clearly elements of a
recognisable pattern. Other features are not described in the main body of this report, but a
full context inventory is presented in Appendix 1. The terms ‘ditch’ and ‘gully’ are employed
following common usage where a gully is understood to be a small ditch. There has been no

attempt to differentiate the two by measured criteria.

The excavations revealed a number of ditches (field boundaries) and other features of post-
medieval date, but the main archaeological interest lies in the pattern of Roman field
boundaries and enclosures which can be surmised from the combined phases of evaluation
and the cropmark evidence. The chief Roman features include a ditched trackway running
through Fields 1 and 2 (Fig 3) and a series of long boundaries running NW-SE, not quite at
right angles to the trackway, both north and south of Baston Outgang Road. These seem to
incorporate an orthogonal pattern of fields yielding very little cultural material. In Fields 3
and 4 there appears to be another pattern of boundary ditches on a more north-south
alignment (Fig 4). The main ditch here appears to have smaller enclosures attached and from
these areas most of the archaeological material came. Material was recovered particularly
from Trenches 75, 76 and 99, with relatively little elsewhere. There were also a number of

pits on the eastern side of Fields 3 and 4, some of these apparently Iron Age in date.

Geology
The underlying sand and gravel was soft to firm, varying in colour from white/grey to yellow

and orange, with mixed yellowish brown gravel and natural silty-clay patches spread

Northamptonshire Archaeology 7
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throughout the trenches.

Tree root holes and natural features

Throughout the site a number of irregular and sub-circular natural features were excavated, of
which the majority were probably caused by tree roots. Most of these features were less than
2 m across, but some were larger. The shape of these features also varied from steep sides,
with depths to 0.5 m from the stripped surface, to shallow hollows of less than 0.10 m deep.
The fills varied from grey to yellowish/orange, silty, sandy clay, with gravel and small
pebbles inclusions. Some of these features had pink to red fire-scorched fills and edges,
indicating in situ burning. This would appear to indicate land clearance by burning vegetation
but no finds were recovered from any of the root holes and the date (or dates) of this activity

remain unknown. In two instances root holes were cut by ditches (Ditches [706] and [3606]).

The tree root holes had a widespread distribution but for the sake of clarity are not shown on

Figures 2-4.

Archaeological Features

Fields 1 and 2 (Figs 2 and 3)

Features were present in thirty-two trenches in Field 1, (Trenches 14-17, 19-24, 26, 28, 30,
31, 32, 34-40, 43, 45, 115, 119, 122-127) and Field 2 had twelve trenches with features in
them (Trenches 1-8 and 10-13). The archaeological features consisted of a number of ditches,

gullies and two pits.

Linear Gullies and Ditches

Linear ditches and gullies were found in the majority of the trenches. They were most
numerous in Field 2 and the east half of Field 1 and are interpreted as field boundaries, or
perhaps features for drainage within fields. The gullies were generally narrow, shallow U-
shaped features, approximately 0.10m to 0.75 m wide and 0.10 m to 0.20 m deep. The ditches
were larger, but not massive, the majority U-shaped to V-shaped, and between 0.9 m to 1.8 m
wide, although some were 2 to 3 m across. The depths of the ditches were mostly between

0.20 m to 0.80 m and most are likely to have been boundary/enclosure ditches.

The alignment of most of the gullies and ditches was approximately NE-SW and NW-SE and as
a group they probably formed boundaries to an orthogonal pattern of fields. A number, but by
no means all, can be identified on the cropmark plot and it is probable that most of the gullies
and ditches are Roman in date (although not necessarily all of the same phase) despite the

Northamptonshire Archaeology 8
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paucity of dating evidence. They had mostly single cuts with one or more fills, which were

mainly grey to yellow/orange brown, silty or sandy clay.

There are several examples where ditches with similar profiles and fills can be shown to
continue between trenches over distances of between 50 m and 100m. Gully/Ditch [203] in
Trench 2, can be traced into Trench 4 as [409], while Gully/Ditch [1906] in Trench 19 runs to
[2206] in Trench 22 and Gully/Ditch [4011] in Trench 40 probably continues as [12306] in
Trench 123. The cropmark plot also suggests that [105] in Trench 1 is the same ditch as [807]
in Trench 8 and [1210] in Trench 12. Ditch [309] in Trench 3 is also probably equivalent to
[1503] in Trench 15, and [1304] in Trench 13 equivalent to [1106] in Trench 11.

Pottery was recovered from only two of the field boundaries — Ditch [309], fill (308) in Trench
3 and Ditch [1612], fill (1610) in Trench 16. Fill (1610) contained a sherd of 2"_century
Roman pottery, and the pottery from fill (308), while abraded, was probably also Roman,
although it could have been prehistoric.

Track/Droveway

Several trenches contained parallel ditches 6-7 m apart (Trenches 5, 17, 31 and 36; Fig 5).
The ditches were orientated on a meandering ENE to WSW course. Joined together the
parallel ditches would form a narrow corridor across the landscape, probably used as a
track/droveway (Fig 3). This feature can also be identified from cropmarks although the plot

is not shown as continuous.

The track alignment can probably be identified in three other trenches containing only one of
the side ditches. Ditches in Trenches 6 and 24 probably formed the south side and a ditch in
Trench 45 the north side. Most trackside ditches also characteristically displayed recuts,
emphasising the difference between them and the field boundary ditches and drainage gullies,
which mostly had only single cuts.

The ditch cuts were broadly U-shaped with widths of 0.6 m to 2.0 m, and depths of between
0.2 m and 0.8 m. Ditches [1710], [1713] and [1714] in Trench 17 and Ditches [3123], [3125],
[3128] and [3133] in Trench 31 are illustrated examples track-/droveside ditches (Fig 3 and
Fig 8, Sections 1 and 2).

The opposing ditches [506] and [515] on the south and north side respectively of the
track/droveway in Trench 5 had two of the largest of the ditch cuts (2.45 m and 1.60 m wide,
and 0.8 m and 0.62 m deep respectively). The ditches were both single cuts, and they cut pits
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[509] and [512] on their outer edges (Plate 1). Both these ditches contained 2"to 3™-century
Roman pottery from fills (503)/(505) in ditch [506], and fill (513) in ditch [515] (Fig 9, Section
11).

The ditches in Trenches 6, 17 (Fig 8, Section 1) and 24 (Fig 9, Section 14), had two or three
cuts. A single sherd of Roman pottery recovered from fill (1712) in ditch [1713], is dated to the

2™ century.

In Trench 31 the ditches on both side of the track/droveway had three or four cuts
[3110)/[3113)/[3116] (Fig 9, Section 15) and [3123]/ [3125]/[3128]/[3133] (Fig 8, Section 2) A
single small ditch [3120] was aligned parallel on the south side of [3123] (Fig 5).

There were single cut ditches [3604] and [3606] on either side of the track/drove-way in Trench
36 (Fig 5). On the south side of [3606] there was also two pairs of shallow overlapping ditch
terminals [3610]/[3612] and [3608]/[3613] which also probably formed part of the
track/droveway alignment.

An east-west aligned single cut ditch [4507] at the south-west end of Trench 45 was probably
part of the north side of the track/droveway. Its dimensions and fill were similar to ditch [3604]
in Trench 36.

Modern Ditches

Two ditches identified in Field 1 were recent field boundaries. One of these ditches was
identified in Trenches 35 and 37 on an approximately north-west to south-east alignment.
The ditches [3508] and [3709] had similar broad cuts approximately 2.50m wide and 0.65 m
deep. Both ditches had a recent ceramic drain running along the length of the ditch and sealed
by the ditch fills. The fills don’t suggest the ditch was immediately back filled, but the ditch
may have continued in use with the ceramic drain, before the ditch was in-filled and went out
of use. This ditch is aligned directly with an existing field boundary ditch to the north-west of
Field 1 and would have probably formed a continuous ditch as far as the Baston Outgang

Road. Apart from the drains, no dating material was recovered from these features.

The other recent ditch was located in Trenches 124, 125, 126 and 127 on an approximately
north-east to south-west alignment, adjacent and parallel to the Baston Outgang Road (Fig 2).
The full width of the ditch was not present in any of the trenches and was only excavated in
Trench 124. Approximately only half of the width of the ditch was available within the

trench. The cut was broad, 1.80 m wide to the approximate centre of the ditch, and was 0.65

Northamptonshire Archaeology 10
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m deep. The ditch was probably part of a former roadside ditch and can be traced over a
length of 300 m. A sherd of post-medieval pottery was recovered from Ditch [12405] in
Trench 124.

Curvilinear Ditch

The only curvilinear ditch located in Field land 2, was found in Trench 39 (Figs 2 & 5). The
ditch [3905] was part of a large curvilinear feature, of which a 9 m length was visible. The
ditch continued to the south-east of the trench and its overall form remains unknown. Only
half the width of the ditch was within the trench. The cut had a concave sloping side on to a
rounded base, and was 1 m wide to the approximate centre of the ditch and 0.5 m deep. The

fill was a firm, dark orange brown sandy clay. No finds were recovered.

Short Ditch

In Trench 30 a ditch 10 m in length ran along the length of the trench with clear terminals at
its north-eastern and south-western ends (Figs 3 & 5) . It was 1.1 m wide and 0.27 m deep
with a wide flat base. While its orientation is similar to the general pattern of Roman features
in this field, it seems unlikely to have been a field boundary. If it had an agricultural function,

it may have been a planting trench.

Pits

Pits were recorded in Trenches 3, 5, 7, 12 (all Field 2). Only those in Trench 5 — Pits [509]
and [512] (Fig 9, Section 11) had any significant depth to them. Their function is unclear but
they would seem to have been associated with the trackway which ran through this trench.

Fields 3 and 4 (Fig 4)

Features were present in fifteen trenches in Field 3 (Trenches 73-76, 78-84, 26 and 86-89)
while Field 4 had seventeen trenches with archaeological remains (Trenches 92-95, 97-100,
102-106, 108, 110, 111 and 112). The archaeological features consisted of a number of
ditches, gullies, pits and post-holes, and pottery from a small number of them suggests that
most are Roman while a few pits are probably Iron Age. Other features include a recent

hollow-way and a possible quarry pit.

Moain Linear Boundary Ditches and Enclosures
Like Fields 1 and 2, Field 3 and 4 also had a widespread distribution of linear ditches and
gullies in most of the trenches. The field pattern across the site is not obvious as the ditches

and gullies had various alignments.

Northamptonshire Archaeology




MANOR PIT, BASTON

However, a ditch aligned NNW-SSE, crossed both fields through Trenches 75, 76, 80, 100, 99
and 103 and formed a single linear boundary. This ditch was identified in the detailed
geophysical survey and from cropmarks. It comprised broad ditch, re-cut in places, with a
width of 0.95 m to 2.10 m, and a depth of between 0.25 m and 0.60 m. The fills throughout
the ditch were generally orange to grey brown, sandy silts or sandy clay, but in the ditches in
Trenches 75 and 76 the fills also had an ashy and charcoal content. Pottery from this feature
generally dated to the 3™ century AD.

In Trenches 80, 100 and 103, the boundary ditch had a single cut [8007] (Fig 6), [10005] and
[10305]. The boundary was re-cut in Trenches 75, 76 and 99. These re-cuts appear to relate
to an increased amount of activity associated with two small sub-rectangular cropmark

enclosures, which adjoined the linear boundary.

In Trenches 75 and 76, ditches [7507]/[7512]/[7514](Fig 6; Fig 8, Section 4) and [7609])/
[7612](Fig 6; Fig 8, Section 5)] formed the linear boundary, notable both for the re-cut ditches,
for their ashy-charcoal fills, from which a considerable amount of Roman pottery was
recovered. In ditch [7512] other finds including a pair of copper alloy feet or other furniture
attachment (Plates 9 & 10) and the bone handle of an iron knife, all from fill (7508). In Ditch
[7507], possible bone working was suggested by six holes drilled though a cattle tibia from fill
(7506). In Trench 76 a late 3™ century Roman coin was recovered from the topsoil. The
Roman pottery from the ditch fill (7506) in Ditch [7507] and fills (7508), (7509,) (7510) and
(7511) in Ditch [7512] which formed the boundary in this area were generally of 3™-century
date. The stratigraphically earliest fill, (7513) of Ditch [7514], contained 2™ to 3™-century
Roman pottery.

The east-west extension of Trench 99 located the linear boundary, consisting of ditch [9939]
and recut [9935] (Fig 7; Fig 8, Section 9) . The fills (9932)/(9933) in ditch [9935] and fills
(9936)/(9937) in ditch [9939] contained Roman pottery. At the south end of Trench 99 there
was a group of four shallow post-holes [9904], [9906], [9908], and [9910], 0.25 m to 0.35 m in
diameter and between 0.08 and 0.20 m deep. Another post-hole, [9918], contained a single
sherd of 2™-3" century Roman pottery. There were two pits, [9913] and [9916]. The fills
(9911)/(9912) of pit [9913] were grey brown silty sands, and fills (9914)/(9915) of pit [9916]
were orange brown sandy silts. Roman pottery, dating to the 2*%-3™ century, was recovered
from fills (9912) and (9915). Three of the post-holes may have formed a straight line, but it was
unclear what kind of structure it would have created.

The evidence from these parts of the ditch in Trenches 75, 76 and 99 indicates a greater
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intensity of activity here, probably relating to the two cropmark enclosures. The small sub-
rectangular enclosures were 20 m to 30 m in size, one adjoining the linear boundary on its
west side, between Trench 75 and 76, and the other on its east side in Trench 99. It is possible
that gullies [7520] and [7522] in Trench 75 were part of the northern side of the enclosure.
The ditches [9922] and [9924] in Trench 99 probably form part of the north side of the
enclosure. The post-holes and pits in Trench 99 were probably located inside this enclosure.
A moderate amount of 2™ to 3™-century Roman pottery was recovered from the fills
(7519)/(7521) in ditches [7520]/[7522] and fills (9921)/(9923) from ditches [9922][9924].

At the southern end of this boundary, there was a ditch approximately at right-angles passing
through Trenches 104, 111 and 112, (a length of approximately 240 m). This was also
evident as a cropmark. Several other ditches can be interpreted as forming part of this

orthogonal pattern.

The ditches [10405], [11108] and [11205] in the Trenches 104, 111, and 112 respectively, had
broad U-shaped profiles, widths between 1.3 m and 2.1 m, and depths of 0.3 m to 0.5 m. The
fills were grey to orange brown, clay-silts and silty-sand. A single sherd of middle-late 2™ -

century Roman pottery was recovered from fill (10403) in ditch [10405] (Fig 8, Section 10).

There were two SSE-NNW aligned gullies that possibly joined, at approximate right-angles,
to the north side of the east-west boundary, one in Trench 111 and the other possibly traced
across trenches 112, 105 and 106 (Fig 4). These gullies were narrow, shallow features, 0.44 m
to 0.76 m wide and between 0.11 m and 0.19 m deep. The fills were grey to orange-brown
clay and sandy silts. No pottery was recovered from the features.

Other Ditches and Gullies

The cropmarks also indicate another major alignment on a NW-SE axis like that in Fields 1
and 2. The pattern is not readily visible from the trial trenches, but a main alignment, running
from Trench 1, appears traceable through Trenches 81 ([8110]), 80 ([8011], Fig 6), 79
([7907]), 92 ([9208]) and 93 ([9307]). Another ditch is evident in Trenches 75 ([7505]) and
74 ([7407)).

In Field 3, Trenches 87, 88 and 89 (Figs 4 & 7) contained a number of similar, shallow linear
ditches/gullies, but with no regular alignment or pattern. The ditches were 1.0 m to 2.1 m
wide and between 0.15 m to 0.5 m deep. Some ditches terminated in sub-circular butt-ends, of
which some were opposing, or over-lapping each other. The fills were mainly grey brown

silty clays, and two fragments of medieval or post-medieval pottery were recovered from fill
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(8907) in gully [8916]. The broad, shallow ditch [8820] contained a single Roman pottery

sherd which may have been redeposited.

The ditches in these three trenches were clustered in groups with no regular alignment in
comparison with the more dispersed ditches in the rest of the Fields 3 and 4. Some of the
ditches in Trenches 87, 88 and 89 may of course be part of the wider field pattern. It is
possible that there may be some relationship to the quarry feature [8812]/[8818] and the
grouping of the ditches. The medieval/post-medieval pottery recovered from gully [8916]
may indicate a common date for the features, but the lack of dating evidence from this area

makes this unclear.

Pits
Four substantial pits were excavated, one in Trench 73 in the northern corner of Field 3, and
the other three on the eastern side of Field 4, in close proximity to each other, in Trenches 94,

95 and 98 (Fig 4).

Pit [7307] was located at the north end of Trench 73 and was a broad circular feature,
approximately 2.65 m in diameter and 0.93 m deep. The pit had a shallow upper slope into a
steep-sided central bowl, 1.2 m in diameter and 0.9 m deep. The central bowl was filled with
a compact waterlogged, black organic deposit (7306) to a depth of 0.40 m, sealed by silty-clay
fills (7305) and (7304), (Fig 8, Section 3; Plate 2). No dating material was recovered from

the pit although Soil Sample 5 (fill 7306) contained some organic material including seeds.

In Trench 94, there was a circular, steep-sided, bell-shaped pit [9409], approximately 1.55 m
in diameter and 1.21 m deep. The base of the pit was filled with a compact waterlogged,
black organic deposit (9408) to a depth of 0.50 m, sealed by silty/sandy clay fills (9403) and
(9407) (Fig 8, Section 6). Middle to late Iron-Age pottery was recovered from well fills
(9403) and (9405) and the lowest fill (Soil Sample 6) contained preserved organic material

including seeds.

Pit [9809] in Trench 98 was a deep, broad feature and oval in shape, 1.8 m to 2.15 m in
diameter and a 1.0 m deep. The pit sides were steep to near vertical, and the base flat,
producing a deep bowl-shaped feature. In common with the other pits, its base contained a
compact waterlogged, black organic deposit (9808) to a depth of 0.30 m, sealed by silty/sandy
clay fills (9804) and (9807), (Fig 8, Section 8). No pottery was recovered from this feature,

although again organic material was preserved.
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In Trench 95 there was a single large sub-circular pit [9508], 2.0 m in diameter and 0.66 m
deep. The pit was probably only partially filled with a sandy clay fill (9505), before it was re-
cut on its north-east side to the same depth (pit [9806]). The fills (9503), (9504) and (9505)
were variations of silty/sandy clay, with a low charcoal content. Probable middle to late Iron
Age pottery was recovered from the fill (9505), at the base of the re cut pit [9506] (Fig 8,

Section 7; Plate 8). There were no organic remains present (Soil Sample 8).

Cow Burial

In Trench 82 a large oval pit [8204] (Fig 6) contained a complete articulated cow burial. The
pit was 2.1 m long, by 1.4 m wide, with a depth of 0.45 m. The cow had been placed in the
base of the pit, with its head facing east, its neck and spine curving to the south-west side, and
the front and hind legs angled together to the north-side. There was a single fill, which

contained no dating evidence.

Hollow-way

At the south-west end of Trench 94 a hollow-way was aligned approximately north-west to
south-east (Fig 4). The hollow-way displayed two cuts, [9423] on the western side and
[9417] on the eastern. Cut [9423] was the earlier, and had probably been infilled to
consolidate the ground before being eroded again (as shown by [9417]). Both hollow-ways
were at least 4 m wide and 0.5 m deep. The feature was not picked up in any other trenches,
but could be traced across the whole of Field 4 as a broad cropmark (visible from ground
level at the time of excavation), from the south-west to the north-east edge of the field, in line
with an access into Field 3. No dating evidence was recovered from these features but a field
boundary and track are depicted in this location on early maps and the feature is undoubtedly

recent.

?Quarry Pit

Part of a large pit [8812]/[8818] was located at the north-eastern end of Trench 88 (Figs 4 &
7). This feature had an approximately 15 m-long edge along its north-west side, with both
ends turning south-east, although the east side had been truncated a ditch [8838]. The cut was
0.40 m to 0.45 m deep, with near vertical sides and flat base. The base of the feature
contained a waterlogged dark grey, silty organic deposit (8811)/(8817) overlaid by
sandy/gravel clay fills (8810)/(8816) and (8809)/(8815). Spread partly over the top of the
feature from the north edge was a layer of re-deposited natural sand and gravel (8833). No
finds were recovered from this feature but it appears likely to have been a quarry pit of post-
medieval date.
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Modern Features

In Trench 82 a recent field boundary, aligned east-west, consisted of two shallow, linear
features [8213] and [8217] (Fig 6). The two features were adjacent and parallel to each other,
with [8213] to the north of [8217]. The profiles of the two features were similar, with gently
sloping sides and flat bases, between 1.8 m to 2.1 m wide and 0.25 m to 0.3 m deep. The fills
(8215) and (8216) of [8217] were sandy clay, but the fill (8212) of [8213] had compact silty
clay layer with frequent fragments of laid fissile limestone (0.10m to 0.30m size) forming a

rough surface. It is possible that the two features formed a shallow ditch and track. A small
post-medieval button (SF 3) was recovered from (8212). The feature is still evident as a field

boundary and is shown as such on earlier maps.

In Trench 83 were four gullies [8305], [8309], [8312] and [8314] aligned north-west to south-
east approximately square to the Baston Outgang Road. Gully [8310] was the largest of the
features, a steep-sided gully 1.1 m wide and 0.55 m deep, while the other features were narrow
and shallow gullies between 0.25 m and 0.66 m wide and 0.15 m to 0.22 m deep. The fills of
(8304) and (8313) of gullies [8305] and [8314] respectively contained post-medieval pottery.
One of these features aligns with the possible Roman boundary ditch visible as a cropmark, and

it is possible that one of the gullies was Roman.

In Trench 84 a large feature [8410] with a square, vertical cut, 0.7 m deep, contained bone
china. This was probably a machine-cut feature for gravel extraction. A large feature in Trench
80, containing brick and modem debris, but not excavated, may also have been a borrow pit for

gravel.
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THE FINDS

The Iron Age and Roman pottery by Margaret Darling

Introduction

The pottery amounted to 503 sherds, weighing 10.393 kg, from 45 deposits, including one
unstratified group. The overwhelming majority of the pottery was Roman, with just 15 sherds of
probable Iron Age pottery (from Trenches 94 and 95) and 13 sherds of post-medieval pottery.
The latter is of little interest other than for dating purposes. The fragmentation of the pottery
varied across the trenc