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57-59 CARHOLME ROAD, LINCOLN 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF AND EVALUATION 

OCTOBER 2003 

ABSTRACT 

Northamptonshire Archaeology carried out a watching brief during the excavation of 

geotechnical Test Pits at 57-59 Carholme Road, Lincoln. This was extended to comprise 

archaeological evaluation of the same site. Significant soil buildup was encountered across the 

site; these layers produced a very small quantity of Roman and medieval pottery. No 

archaeological features were present. 

INTRODUCTION 

Planning permission has been granted to construct 22 flats on land at 57-59 Carholme Road, 

Lincoln (Planning Application No. 2003/0583/F). The site is situated to the west of the walled 

medieval city, in an area thought to have comprised a medieval suburb. As a condition of the 

planning consent Lincoln City Council required that a programme of archaeological works be 

implemented on site to '....evaluate, preserve and/or record the archaeological content of the 

site...'. A brief prepared by the Heritage Team, City of Lincoln Council set out the nature and 

extent of these works (LCC 2003). 

Northamptonshire Archaeology were commissioned by John Samuels Archaeological Consultants 

on behalf of Banks Long and Co to undertake a watching brief on the excavation of 5 geotechnical 

test pits on the site. In consultation with the Lincoln City Archaeologist, this was expanded to an 

archaeological evaluation. Two trial trenches were opened, both of which encountered extensive 

modern disturbance. Accordingly, two additional trenches were excavated in relatively 

undisturbed areas. 

Works on site were conducted on 9th - 10th October 2003. 

METHODOLOGY 

A total of 5 test pits and 4 trial trenches were excavated using a JCB. 

The test pits were nominally 2 x lm areas excavated to depths of 2-3m - well below the level of 

the natural substrate - using a toothed shovel bucket, undertaken by Siddle Grimley Hage Limited 
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(SGH 2003). To allow entry into these test pits, they were then back-filled up to the level of the 

natural substrate. Two of the test pits were located within the footprint of the previous buildings at 

57-59 Carholme Road. 

The trial trenches were 5m in length, located as extensions to 2 of the test pits. Following partial 

excavation it became apparent that modern pits heavily disturbed both these selected areas. To 

obtain an undisturbed sequence of deposits, a further two trial trenches were opened within the 

new building footprint. 

Excavation of the trenches was conducted using a mechanical excavator fitted with a 1.5m wide 

ditching bucket. Context descriptions of the test pits and trenches were recorded using pro-forma 

sheets and black and white and colour slide photographs were taken. Levels for the top and 

bottom of each context were established relative to the Ordnance Datum. Locations of the test pits 

and trial trenches were manually recorded and subsequently plotted using Maplnfo (Fig 2). The 

sections of two trial trenches were hand-cleaned and drawn. Finds were recovered by context. 
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RESULTS 

The general stratigraphy of the site consisted of sandy natural substrate at a depth of between 0.9 

to 1,4m below the current surface overlain by silty sands containing medieval and Roman pottery 

sherds and a topsoil of dark loamy and silty sands between 0.2 to 0.8m thick underlying topsoil 

and modern deposits. 

Test Pit 1 and Trial Trench 6 Top of Pit1: 7.44m OD 

Test Pit 1 was located in the northwest of the site and within the footprint of 

the new building. The Test Pit was extended southwards for trial trenching as 

part of the archaeological evaluation of the site. The trench was aligned NNE-

SSW and measured 5m by 1.5m and it was excavated to a depth of 2.4m. 

The stratigraphy comprised natural sand (105) at 0.9m below ground level, 

overlain by grey-brown loam 0.55m deep (102) and topsoil 0.35m deep. A 

large modern pit [104], possibly a backfilled cellar, was cut through the 

topsoil containing building rubble (103). 

Contexts in the table below are of both Test Pit 1 and Trench 6. 

Table 1: Trench 1 contexts 

Context 

(101) 

Feature 

Topsoil 
layer 

Description 

Friable dark sandy loam with occasional hardcore rubble fragments. 0.35m thick 
layer. 

Artefacts2 / Dating 

(102) Subsoil 
layer 

Friable brownish grey silty sand. 0.55m thick layer. B/T 
Post-med. 

(103) 
[104] 

Pit Modem pit >4m long, >lm wide, possibly on an N-S alignment and containing a 
sole fill of hardcore rubble, wooden planks and plastic. 1.3m depth. Cuts (101), 
(102), and (105). 

Modern 

(105) Natural 
substrate 

Loose dark yellowish orange sand. 

1 All heights are taken from the N W comer of the pits and trenches. 

2 Artefact codes used in this report are: P Pottery; B Bone; B/T Brick/Tile; SS Sea Shell; SI Slag 
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T e s t p . t 2 Top of Pit: 7.15m OD 

This Test Pit was located in the west of the footprint of the new building. 

Natural sands were encountered at 0.9m below ground level overlain by grey-

brown silty sand (202) 0.6m deep and topsoil (201) 0.3m deep. A single sherd 

of Roman pottery was retrieved from (202). 

Table 2: Test Pit 2 contexts 

Context Feature Description Artefacts / Dating 

(201) Topsoil Friable dark grey silty sand with infrequent small rubble fragments. 0.3m thick. 
(202) Loose greyish brown silty sand with occasional small to medium chalkstone and 

very infrequent limestone 0.60m thick. 
P 
Romano British? 

(203) Natural 
substrate 

Loose very light orange and reddish orange sands. No inclusions. 

Test Pit 3 and Trial Trench 8 Top of Pit: 6.94m OD 

308 

Test Pit 3 was located in the southwest of the footprint of the new building. CjjjZ^) 

and was extended eastwards as Trench 8. The trench was aligned NNE-SSW 

and measured 2.5m by 1.5m excavated to a depth of 2m. 

Natural sand (304) was encountered at 1.05m below ground level, overlain by 

grey sandy silt (303). A large modern pit [308] cut through the topsoil, 

possibly a cellar, backfilled with rubble containing asbestos (307). 

To the west of the modern pit within the subsoil layer (307) were two lenses of 

burnt material (305 and 306), possibly dumping layers. No dating evidence 

was recovered. 

Contexts in the table below apply to both Test Pit 3 and Trial Trench 8, see 

Figure 3 for the section drawing. 
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Table 3: Test Pit 3 contexts 

Context Feature Description Artefacts / Dating 

(301) Rubble A small deposit of hardcore rubble. 0.35m max thickness. Possibly a small pit 
cutting (302). 

Modem 

(302) Topsoil Friable very dark grey silty sand. 0.3m thick. Modem 
(303) Soil Friable dark grey silty sand. 0.55m thick. B/T, B 

(304) Natural Loose light yellow sand. 
(305) Lens Lens of friable black burnt material, predominantly charcoal, contained within 

(303). Appears relatively recent, lm long, 0.05m thick lens. 
(306) Lens Friable black burnt material. Very similar to (305). 2.5m long - truncated by [308], 

0.03m thick layer. Contained within (303). 
(307) 
[308] 

Pit Modern pit containing a sole fill of hardcore rubble, wood, plastics and asbestos. 
Cuts (302>(304) and (306). Unknown size but greater than 4 x 3 x 1.5m. 
Continues in Trench 9. 

Modem 

Test Pit 4 Top of Pit: 7.1 Om OD 

Tets pit 4 was located in the southeast part of the site, probably within the cellar of a demolished 

building in the SE of the site, the Test Pit was excavated to an approximate depth of 2.5m. Only 

modern material was encountered. 

Table 4: Test Pit 4 contexts 

Context Feature 
:' ' ' ; ' : • . . - ; - -

Description 
• : ;; : ~ s ; : * 

Artefacts / Dating 

(401) Rubble Hardcore rubble and large planks of wood. Modem fill after demolition of 
previous building. 

Modem 

(402) Wall Modem brick wall running along W edge of test pit. Modem 
(403) Wall Modem brick wall running along E edge of test pit. Modem 
(404) Wall Modem limestone wall in the E underlying (403). These walls are probably part of 

the entranceway into a cellar. 
Modem 

Test Pit 5 Top of Pit: 7.25m OD 

Test Pit 5 was located in the northeast of the footprint of the demolished building. Natural sand 

(504) was encountered at 0.6m below current ground level, overlain by grey-brown sandy silt 

(504) 0.25m deep and modern structures (503), (502) and (501). No dating evidence was 

recovered from (504). 
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Table 5: Test Pit 5 contexts 

Context 

(501) 

Feature 

Floor 

Description 

Modem concrete floor. 0.10m thick. 

Artefacts / Dating 

Modem 
(502) Makeup Floor makeup consisting of limestone fragments and crushed limestone mixed 

with silty sands. 0.25m thick. 
Modem 

(503) Structure Large limestone bricks (0.30x0.25m). 0.25m thick. Modem 
(504) Soil Greyish brown silty sand. >0.20m thick. 
(505) Natural Natural substrate of sand, unknown depth. 

Trial Trench 7 Top of Trench: 7.19m OD 

Trench 7 was located in the northwest of the footprint of the new building. It 

was opened lm to the east of Test Pit 1 and Trial Trench 6 when they proved 

to contain predominately modern material. The trench was aligned NNE-SSW 

and measured 5m by 1.5m. 

Natural sand (704) was encountered at 0.95m below current ground level; 

overlain by dark brown silty sand (703) 0.22m deep. Context (703) produced 2 

sherds of LKT, 2 sherds of Saxo-Norman Lincoln Sandy Ware (SNLS late 10th 

- late 11th century) and 1 sherd of LSW. Overlying (703) was dark brown firm 

silty sand (702) 0.4m deep, which produced 1 Romano-British sherd, 2 sherds 

of Lincoln Kiln-type ware (LKT late 9th-late 10th century) and 3 sherds of 

Glazed Lincoln Ware (LSW mid 12th-15th century). The overlying topsoil 

(701) produced 1 sherd of Glazed Linoln Ware (LSW 12th-15th century). 

See Figure 3 for the section drawing of this trench. 

Table 6: Trench 7 contexts 

Context Feature Description 1 Artefacts / Dating 

(701) Topsoil Friable dark brownish black sandy loam with occasional small hardcore fragments. 
0.2 - 0.3m thick layer. Well-defined boundary with (702). 

P 

(702) Soil Firm dark brown silty sand with frequent flecks of limestone. 0.4m thick layer. 
Poorly defined boundary with (703). 

P, B 
13thC? 

(703) Soil Firm dark brown silty sand with occasional flecks of limestone. 0.3 - 0.4m thick 
layer. 

P, B, SI 
13"1 C? 

(704) Natural Loose light brownish yellow sand. Natural substrate with evidence of root action. 
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Trial Trench 9 

Trench 8 was located in the southwest of the footprint 

of the new building lm to the south of Test Pit 3 and 

Trench 8. 

In the western part of the trench the area was not 

excavated below the modern paved floor (906)-(908) 

due to the limitations of the mechanical excavator. In 

the east the modern cellar found in Trial Trench 8 was 

found to continue into this area [912], 

Top of Trench: 6.86m OD 

dp 
906 X 907 908 

Natural sand (905) was encountered at 1.4m below current ground level overlain by mid/light 

brown sand (904) 0.1m deep, mid brown sand (903) 0.3m deep, which produced 1 sherd of 

Lincoln Kiln-type ware (LKT) and 2 sherds of Glazed Lincoln ware (LSW). The overlying dark 

brown silty sand (902), 0.22m, produced 1 sherd of Glazed Lincoln ware (LSW). The topsoil 

(901), was 0.8m deep. 

The level of the natural substrate in this area is significant lower than elsewhere - including that 

of Test Pit 3/8 nearby. 

See Figure 4 for the section drawing of this trench. 

Table 7: Trench 9 contexts 

Context Feature Description Artefacts / Dating 
• : ; 

(901) Topsoil Friable dark brownish black sandy loam with very frequent flecks of limestone. 
0.8m thick layer. Poorly defined boundary with (902). 

B/T 

(902) Soil Friable to firm dark brown silty sand with occasional flecks of limestone. 0.2m 
thick layer. Poorly defined boundary with (903). 

P, B/T, B 
13th C?? 

(903) Soil Loose mid brown sand. 0.2 - 0.3m thick layer. Poorly defined boundary with 
(904). 

P, B/T, SS 
B ' C ? 

(904) Soil Loose lightish brown sand. 0.1 - 0.2m thick layer. Moderately defined boundary 
with (905). 

(905) Natural Loose yellowish orange sand. Natural substrate. 
(906) Floor Concrete curbing stones along E edge of path (907). >1 x 0.1 x 0.04m. Modem 
(907) Floor Slab path made of cracked paving stones. >lm long x 1.5m wide. Modem 
(908) Floor W border of (907). Same as (906). Modem 
(909) Soil Same as (901) except with frequent large limestones. 0.4m thick layer. Well-

defined boundary with (901) and (910). Overlies (906-908). 
Modem 

(910) Topsoil Same as (901) to the W of (908). Barely visible at W edge of trench. Modem 
(911) 
[912] 

Pit Modem pit containing a sole fill of modem hardcore rubble, large wooden planks 
and plastic. Cuts (901)-(905). Unknown size and depth but greater than 4 x 3 x 
1.4m. Continues in Trench 8. 

Modem 
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DISCUSSION 

The general stratigraphic sequence was consistent across the site, comprising natural sands, soil 

accumulation and modern deposits. The trend in the natural revealed a significant slope from 

north to south dropping by about lm (Ordnance Datum heights are shown in Table 8 below). 

The soil accumulation encountered across the site, overlying the natural sand and underlying 

topsoil and modern deposits, was between 0.2-0.6m in depth, and interpreted as 'garden soil' 

although deliberate deposition cannot be ruled out. Pottery recovered from this layer was 

predominently medieval, although some Roman material was present (see Blinkhorn below). The 

topography of this layer across the site shows a slope from the northwest to the south and east. 

There is a sharp drop in Trench 9, also reflected in the underlying natural. The increased topsoil 

depth noted in Trench 9 may be as a result of recent attempts to level the site. 

Two burnt horizons encountered within the medieval soils in Trench 3 produced no diagnostic 

data. These may represent localised episodes of burning during the accretion of the soil. 

There was significant modern disturbance in the form of large pits in Trenches 6, 8 and 9. (The 

topsoil in Trench 9 was considerably deeper than elsewhere on site and may result from deliberate 

importing of material to compensate for the topographic slope from north-south). 

The absence of non-modern cut features (e.g. rubbish pits) and structural remains would indicate 

that the site remained largely undeveloped and unoccupied until recent times. 

Table 8: Stratigraphic summary 

Test Pit/Trench 1/6 2 3/8 5 7 9 

Natural below 6.54 below 6.25 below 6.09 below 6.45 below 6.14 Below 5.56 

Medieval soil 6.54-7.09 6.25-6.85 6.09-6.64 6.45-6.65 6.14-6.89 5.56-6.06 

Topsoil 7.09-7.44 6.85-7.15 6.64-6.94 6.89-7.19 6.06-6.86 

All heights are above Ordnance Datum. 
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The Lincoln Deposit Model 

The uppermost limit of the medieval soil and can be equated to the Top of the High Medieval 

Deposit (HMEDT) as defined by the City of Lincoln Deposit Model. Accordingly the following 

Ordnance Datum values can be assigned to the HMEDT across the site: 

Table 9: Deposit modelling 

Test Pit/Trench 1/6 2 3/8 5 7 9 

NGR S K 9 6 8 9 5 S K 9 6 8 8 7 S K 9 6 8 8 5 S K 9 6 9 0 1 S K 9 6 8 9 6 S K 9 6 8 8 5 

7 1 4 7 0 7 1 4 5 9 7 1 4 4 7 7 1 4 5 5 7 1 4 6 7 7 1 4 4 4 

HMEDT 7 .09 6 .85 6 .64 6 .65 6 .89 6 .06 

All heights are above Ordnance Datum. 
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Appendix 1: Pottery from Carholme Road, Lincoln by Paul Blinkhorn 

The pottery assemblage comprised 17 sherds with a total weight of 174g. The range of ware types 

is rather limited, but includes Romano-British, late Saxon, Saxo-Norman and medieval wares, 

typical of sites in the City of Lincoln. 

Fabric 

Where possible, the material was related to the coding system of the City of Lincoln Archaeology 

Unit type-series, as follows: 

LKT: Lincoln Kiln-type ware, late 9 t h - late 10th century. 5 sherds, lOlg. 

SNLS: Saxo-Norman Lincoln Sandy ware, late 10 t h-late 11th century.. 2 sherds, 14g. 

LSW: Glazed Lincoln ware, mid 12 f t - 15th century. 8 sherds, 29g. 

In addition, 2 sherds (30g) of Romano-British material was present. 

The pottery occurrence by number and weight of sherds per context by fabric type is shown 

below. Each date should be regarded as a terminus post quern. 

Table 10: Pottery fabric summary 

RB LKT SNLS LSW Date 
Context No Wt No Wt No Wt No Wt 

202 1 29 RB?? 
701 1 3 13thC? 
702 1 1 2 4 3 5 13thC? 
703 2 9 2 14 1 8 13thC? 
902 1 2 13thC?? 
903 1 88 2 11 13thC? 

Total 2 30 5 101 2 14 8 29 
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