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SUMMARY 

1.1 South Holland District Council granted planning permission for the construction 
of a single dwelling with detached double garage on land to the frontage of 
Chapel Drove/ holbeach Drove, Shepeau Stow, Spalding, Lincolnshire (Planning 
Application H09/0225/06 & H09/1376/02/OUTL). 

1.2 As a condition of the Planning Permission, an archaeological scheme of works in 
the form of a watching brief was required. A specification was prepared and the 
fieldwork was undertaken according to this document and within nationally 
recognised archaeological guidelines. 

1.3 The archaeological watching brief recorded natural geology overlain by topsoil. 
Two modern brick vehicle repair pits were present on the site and were part of the 
demolished garage which occupied the northern end of the footings for the new 
build. No archaeological finds, features or deposits were encountered. 

2.0 SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION 
2.1 Shepeau Stow is located 11km southeast of Spalding in the administrative district 

of South Holland. The site is approximately 1.5km east of Shepeau Stow between 
Chapel Drove / Holbeach Drove. The development is centred on NGR TF 3260 
1250 at a height of around 3m OD. 

3.0 PLANNING BACKGROUND 
3.1 South Holland District Council granted planning permission for the construction 

of a single domestic dwelling with double detached garage on the site (Reserved 
Matters Application H09/0225/06 & H09/1376/02 OUTL). 

3.2 A condition of the planning permission required an archaeological scheme of 
works in the form of a watching brief to be maintained during ground works. A 
specification detailing the methodology to be maintained during the watching 
brief was prepared and the fieldwork was undertaken in accordance with current 
best archaeological practices and the appropriate national standards and guidance 
including: 

Management of Archaeological Projects (English Heritage 1991); 
Code of Conduct (Institute of Field Archaeologists 1999); 
Standard and Guidance for Archaeological Watching Briefs (Institute of Field 
Archaeologists 1999). 
Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook (LCC 1998). 

3.3 The watching brief was undertaken in July 2006 by Martin Griffiths BA(Hons), 
PG Dip. 

4.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
4.1 A The earliest remains recorded close to the site date from the Roman period and 

comprise pottery recorded as chance finds to the west of the site (SMR 22141). 
Settlement evidence of this date is indicated by crop marks also in this 
approximate location (SMR 20417). The enclosures are in a curvilinear layout and 
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represent a possibly settlement and field system. A watching brief undertaken at 
Matheson House recorded the continuation of one of the ditches shown on aerial 
photographs. One sherd of pottery was retrieved from the ditch and conclusions 
suggest that the focus of occupation was some distance away. 

4.2 Medieval artefacts comprising pottery (SMR 20244) have been recorded in the 
parish during field-walking. There is documentary evidence for medieval Shepeau 
with the name dating back to the mid 12 t h century if not as early as the 10 t h 

century. The village lies close to old watercourses and was likely to have been 
given over to sheep or cattle during this time (SMR 20244). 

5.0 AIMS 
The aims of the watching brief were to: 
a) to monitor ground disturbance during the course of development 
b) to ensure the recording of the extent, condition, character, quality and date 

of any archaeological deposits and features where they may not be left in-
situ; 

c) to report on the results of the watching brief and place them within their 
Local, Regional or National context 

6.0 METHODOLOGY & RESULTS 
6.1 An archaeological scheme of works in the form of a watching brief was 

undertaken during ground works associated with the construction of a dwelling 
and garage at Chapel Drove/Holbeach Drove, Spalding, Lincolnshire. The 
watching brief was undertaken on a comprehensive/intensive basis. Monitoring 
included topsoil stripping and the excavation of strip foundations for the new 
build. 

6.2 The earliest material recorded was yellow brown silty sand (102) which is seen as 
the natural geology for the area, this was reached at a depth of 0.5m below the old 
surface level. Two modern brick vehicle repair pits are present on the site and 
were part of the demolished garage which occupied the northern end of the 
footings for the new build. 

6.3 The average depth of the footings ceased at 0.75m into the natural silt. The top-
soil comprised of grey brown silty sand loam (101), some of which had been 
removed prior to setting out. 

7.0 DISCUSSION 
7.1 The site has been heavily disturbed in the past by the construction of the old 

garage which was present until recently. The garage contained two brick built 
service pits which were almost 2m in depth. The footings for the old garage were 
in almost the same position as the previous building and any archaeological 
remains which may have been on the site were destroyed during the earlier 
construction. The footings for the most part were shallow, straight into the natural 
geology. 

7.2 The remainder of the site appears to have been under pasture and there was no 
evidence to suggest that any archaeological activity had occurred apart from 
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arable farming on the site previous to the garage. There were no archaeological 
artefacts or features seen or recorded during the watching brief. 
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8.0 FIGURES 

Figure 1. Site location plan. 

Figure 2. Site prior to development 

Figure 3. Development site plan. 

Figure 4. Representative section drawing of the footings 



Map based on Ordnance Survey with the sanction of the 
Controller of H.M. Stationeiy Office, 

Crown Copyright Reserved. 
Licence Number AL 100035919 

Figure 1. Site location 
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Figure 4. Representative section of footings 
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9.0 PLATES 

Plate 1. Site looking south east. 

Plate 2. Site showing one of two old pits in area of new build. 

Plate 3. Showing both old vehicle pits found on development site. 

Plate 4. General shot of footings with modern post hole. 

Plate 5. General shot of footings showing maximum depth of excavation. 

Plate 6. Completed footings looking north west. 



Plate 2. Site showing one of two old pits in area of new build. 



Plate 3. Showing both old vehicle pits found on development site. 

Plate 4. General shot of footings with modern post hole. 



I — H I I I W W l H 1 I 

Plate 6. Completed footings looking north west. 
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APPENDIX A: Context Summary Sheet. 

Context No. Description Interpretation 
101 Grey brown silty sand loam Topsoil 
102 Yellow brown silty sand Natural geology 
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