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The Figures 

Fig. 1 Horncastle. General location. Inset above based on the 1:25,000 Ordnance Survey 

map. Crown copyright, reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. LAS 

Licence no. AL 100002165. 

Fig. 2 Detailed location. Inset above based on the digital 1:1 Ordnance Survey map. Crown 

copyright, reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. LAS Licence no. AL 

100002165. 

Fig. 3 Trench location plan, (based on Mouchel business services dwg. LC/E2002/MW1 June 
2008 supplied by the client). 

The Plates 

PI. 1 Horncastle Library, general view showing location of optics cable trench. 

PI. 2 General view of the trench looking north. 

PI. 3 Composite view showing trench section, looking west. 

PI. 4 North end of trench, showing stair foundation 6 looking north. 1 x 0.5m scale. 

PI. 5 Detail of Library foundation 7. Note structural crack and investigative slot to establish 
base of foundations, looking north. 

PI. 6 Detail of drain 4, looking north. .Scale 0.50m. 

PI. 7 Brick foundation 1, looking north. Scale 0.50m 



Horncastle Library, Wharf Road, Horncastle, Lines. 
Archaeological Observation and Recording 

(Watching Brief) 
NGR: SK TF 296 695 
Site Code: HLBT 08 

LCNCC Accession: 2008.133 

Summary 

Groundworks for a fibre optics cable on the south side of Horncastle Library were monitored 

by LAS. Only modern deposits were present in the trench and no archaeological horizons 

were observed. 

Introduction 

Lindsey Archaeological Services was commissioned by Mouchel Business Services on behalf 

of Lincolnshire County Council in August 2008 to undertake an archaeological watching brief 

at the Horncastle Library, Wharf Road, Horncastle, Lincolnshire. The work was carried out in 

accordance with the archaeological brief dated 13th August 2008, and the general 

requirements set out in the Lincolnshire Archaeological Handbook (Lincolnshire County 

Council Archaeology Section, 1998). Work commenced and was completed on the 20 August 

2008. 

Site Location 

The modern town of Horncastle is located at a confluence of the Rivers Bain and Waring at 

the southern tip of the Lincolnshire wolds (Fig. 1). The library is situated to the south-east of 

the market place, north of Wharf Road (Fig. 2, Pis 1-2). The fibre-optics cable trench was 

excavated near the SW corner of the building (Fig. 3). 

Planning Background 

A service trench was excavated for the installation of a fibre-optic cable. The work falls 

outside the requirements of PPG16 and was carried out using the British Telecom Best 

Practice Scheme. 

Archaeological Background 

The late third-fourth century Roman defences at Horncastle lie north of a large undefended 

settlement which originated at a much earlier date, possibly during the first century AD. 

Together with the Roman walls at Caistor, they are unlike any other urban or military 

defences in England. Their unusual character is recognised in that sections of the wall are 

protected as a Scheduled Ancient Monument, which, by definition, indicates that they are 

considered to be of national importance. 
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Excavations carried out in 1968, in advance of building the new Public Library, located part of 

the south wall of the Roman defences. The wall, which was at least 4m wide, comprised an 

ashlar block facing with a rubble core. At this point along the circuit it survived to a maximum 

height of 1.5m above ground level. The internal facing blocks survived but the external face 

had been robbed and there was evidence of damage by water, presumed to have been 

caused by regular flooding of the River Waring. 

The library was built over the Roman wall, part of which is displayed inside the building, close 

to the south-east corner of the defences. The fibre optics trench position was to the south of 

the Roman wall outside the defended area, on the river's edge. 

Aims and Objectives 

The purpose of the Archaeological Scheme of Works was to identify and record any 

archaeological deposits disturbed during groundworks at the site. 

Method 

The trench was hand excavated by the contractors under archaeological supervision. A full 

written (single context) and photographic record was made of the site. The trench base and 

one side were hand cleaned to reveal features in plan and section to enable sufficient 

information about form, development date and stratigraphic relationships to be recorded. 

Results 

The service trench cut through a concrete surface which overlay an earlier tarmac surface 

which rested on a 0.12m thick bed of sandy layer with limestone and modern brick 

fragments, 2 (PI. 3). These layers abutted the stairs which provided rear access to the library, 

at the north end of the trench (PI. 3). The stair rail is supported on a brick wall set in a 

concrete foundation, 6 (Pis 3 and 4). The stair foundation, 0.40m wide, cut through an E-W 

orientated drain, 4, 0.73m wide on its south side (PI. 5). The base of the drain was not 

exposed in the trench. The north side of the stair foundation cur through a dark brown layer, 

7, that comprised sand, pebbles and concrete fragments, which was interpreted as fill of the 

construction for the library south wall (PI. 6). The steps themselves also sit on this deposit. 

In the central part of the trench the sand layer 2 sealed an E-W orientated brick foundation, 1 

which was 0.30m wide and extended below the base of the trench (PI. 7). It comprised regular 

coursed red bricks, measuring 220 x 110mm x 60mm. The foundation continued beyond the 

eastern limits of the trench only. The bricks were bonded in cement and therefore of recent 

date. The brickwork foundation, 1, and the modern drain 4 through two layers, 3 and 5 which 

were recorded south of 4. 3 comprised, a dark greyish brown compact sandy clay material 

with modern fragments of brick, concrete and gravels. Beneath 3 was a light-greyish compact 

sandy clay, with tarmac inclusions 5.Both layers were interpreted as a modern make up. 



Discussion 

The trench revealed the existing library foundations and a sequence of modern make up 

layers related to the library external access area. The wall foundation and drain both cut 

through a sequence of modern make up layers. No evidence of any medieval or Roman 

deposits was encountered. 

Conclusion 

The groundworks for installation of the fibre-optics cable did not impact upon any 

archaeological remains. 
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HLBT08, Homcastle Library Appendix 1 

Context Type Context Summary Interpretation Length Width Depth 
1 Brickwork E-W Brickwork foundation, regular coursed 

bricks 0.22x0.11x0.06m bonded with white 
Modern footing 0.5m 0.3m 

2 Layer Yellowish, sandy,loose.Limestone frag.. 
Abundant, red brick frag, present, natural 

flint rare. 

Modern leveling. 0.12m 

3 Layer Dark greish brown, sandy clay, compact. 
Lime lumps abundant, gravel, cement, 

brick present. 

Modern make up 0.06m 

4 Brickwork E-W Brickwork foundation, regular coursed 
bricks bonded with white-greyish cement. 

Modern drain 0.5m 0.73 

5 Layer Light-greyish,sandlyclay, compact. 
Abundant lime lumps and tarmac frag. 

Modern make up 2.9m 0.4m 0.25m 

6 Brickwork Cement footing and brick stairs. Stairs and footing. 0.40 
7 Layer Dark brown, sandy, pebbles and cement 

present. 
Possible backfill. 0.22m 0.22m 0.20m 
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Fig.1 General location. Inset above based on the 1:25,000 Ordnance Survey map. Crown Copyright, reproduced S c a l e 1 : 2 5 0 0 0-
with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. LAS Licence no. AL 100002165. 
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Fig.2 Detailed location. Inset above based on the digital 1:1 Ordnance Survey map. Crown Copyright, 
reproduced with the permission of the Controller of HMSO. LAS Licence no. AL 100002165. 
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Adullibrary 

1 6 5 m 2 
provide and fix Komfort 6 
all fixtures and fittings to t 
accordance with their inst 

o l the feature panels, all joints to oe scrirnmea ana niiea oeiore 
the whole area is skimmed and painted, 
refix previously removed adjustable steel shelving units to match 
existing pattern 

Take out and remove existing masonry walls forming 
staff toilet and cleaners cupboard and make good to 
all disturbed surfaces. 
Construct new blockwork walls all as before in position shown 
on plan ailow for all Furfix, or equal, stainless steel starter 
channels secured to existing walls 

Take out and remove existing wc pan and cistern 
wash hand basin and vanity unit and make good 
to services temporarily. 
Provide and fix Armitage Shanks Doc M Pack c/w blue 
grab rails and seat to Dis WC & baby change in 
accordance with manufacturers details and BS8300. 

Supply and fit 1no. wall mounted horizontal baby changing 
unit in position shown. Ref KBHS by Magrini 890 x 505 x 100mm 
complete with fixture and fittings. 

Provide and fit 1no. Montana cc close coupled washdown WC from 
Armitage Venesta with all associated fittings to Staffroom and— 
allow for connection into existing drainage. 

Provide and fit in accordance with manufacturer's instructions t o -

Staffroom, ino . Portman 40 wash hand basin from Armitage 
Venesta with all associated fittings and allow for connection 
into existing drainage. 

Provide and fit to Staffroom 1no. 1000 x 600 x 870mm and 1no. 
600 x 600 x 870mm drawline base unit. Units to be obtained f r o m -

Howdens Joinery Co. 

Provide and fit Carisma 1.5 bowl stainless steel sinktop, left hand 
drainer to be obtained from Howden Joinery Co complete with 
hi-tech monobloc tap, chrome plated. 

construct boxing at high level around 150mm dia pvc-u pipe d u e t -
to ventilate disabled toilet, staff wc. kitchenette allow weather proof 
grill externally, fan to be provided as part of the mechanical work 

new landing to be 150mm thick CR30 concrete reinforced with A252 
reinforcing mesh surface to be trowelled smooth with a steel float 
steps to be square edged ie. no overhang. 

provide and fix galvanized and powder coated handrail and posts 
up rake of steps both sides, 1000mm above pitch line, and around Ian 
1100mm high.{see Provisional Sums) 

Fig.3 Trench location plan. ( based on MOUCHEL business services dwg LC/E2002/MW1 June 2008 supplied by the client) 

L1NDSEY 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL 

PROJECT NAME: Homcastle Library and CAP. SITE CODE: HLBT 08 
ACC.NO: 2008.132 
SCALE: 1:200 

DRAWN BY: Ruben Lopez Catalan N 
A 

SERVICES 
PROJECT TYPE: Archaeological Watching brief. 

SITE CODE: HLBT 08 
ACC.NO: 2008.132 
SCALE: 1:200 DATE: 12/09/08 A 



THE PLATES 



PI. 2 General view of trench looking north. 1 x 0.5m scale. 





PI. 4 North end of trench, showing stair foundation 6 looking north. 1 x 
0.5m scale. 

PI. 5 Detail of Library foundation 7. Note structural crack and investigative 

slot to establish base of foundations, looking north. 




