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C.L.A.U. Report No. 270: Lincoln Castle West Bank Stability Works

LINCOLN CASTLE

WEST BANK STABILITY WORKS
ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF

1.0 INTRODUCTION

As a condition of Scheduled Monuments Consent , the City of Lincoln Archaeology Unit (CLAU) was
commissioned by LincsLab on behalf of Lincolnshire County Council to undertake a watching brief
during the groundworks associated with stabilisation work on the west bank of Lincoln Castle (Fig.1).

Groundworks consisted of the removal of loose material from the south corner of the west bank which
had fallen into the restraining netting and the subsequent cutting back of the bank in order to regrade
the bank and stabilise it by applying new restraining material (Fig.2).

The information in this document is presented with the proviso that further data may yet emerge. The
Unit, its Members and employees cannot, therefore, be held responsible for any loss, delay or damage,
material or otherwise, arising out of this report. The document has been prepared in accordance with
the Unit’s Article of Association, the Code of Conduct of the Institute of Field Archaeologists, and
The Management of Archaeology Projects 2 (English Heritage, 1991).

Fig. 1 - Site Location

2.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Following the stability investigations carried out in 1990 (CB90) by Allott and Lomax on the banks of
the Castle, certain areas were listed as priority areas for remedial works, the most crucial area being
the west bank, which had already suffered some slippage at its south end.In order to fulfill the
requirements for Scheduled Monument Consent, the Unit was employed in 1993 by Allott and Lomax,
Consulting Engineers, on behalf of Lincolnshire County Council (Recreational Services) to undertake
a watching brief during the work programme (CBA93). The stabilisation project was carried out by
Keller Colcrete, Ltd (Fig.2).
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Fig.2 - Plan showing current work in relation to 1990 and 1993 Stabilisation Work (hachures show slope)

In order to create a more stable bank surface, some areas were regraded by the removal of soil to a
depth of 1m.. However, at the southern extremity of the bank, an outcrop was retained as it was

The stratigraphy was of interest in that it partially reflected the deposits seen in Trial Trench 1 during

- deemed stable and any removal considered to be unnecessary. It was, however, covered by a
restraining mesh and pinned with soil nails.

the Stability Survey in 1990 (Fig.3). However, what was very evident was the flat layering of the

Fig.3 - Trench 1 Section - 1990 Stabilisation

CB90
TRIAL TRENCH 1

162 - CASTLE WALL

163 - LOOSE LIMESTONE AND DK BROWN SOIL
164 - CLAY/COBBLES

165 - ORANGE GRAVEL/CLAY

166 - ORANGE SANDY GRAVEL/BOULDERS

167 - ORANGE GRAVEL

168 - LIMESTONE BOULDERS/CLAY

169 - ORANGE GRAVEL/CLAY/LIMESTONE FRAGS.
170 - ORGANIC SOIL/CLAY

171 - ORANGE SANDY GRAVEL/BOULDERS

172 - LIMESTONE BOULDERS/FRAGS./SANDY GRAVEL
173 - ORANGE GRAVEL/BOULDERS

174 - LIMESTONE FRAGS./MODERN REFUSE
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stratigraphy which had not been evident in the trial trenching (Fig.4). As there was no dating
evidence and the investigation was limited to recording only two faces of the outcrop, it was
impossible to say whether this was an original part of the bank or not. The lack of comparative
material also made identification of the original configuration of the outcrop and its date difficult.

CBA93

w E
69.93m OD
~

TOPSOIL

MEDIUM COMPACT DK BROWN EARTH/CHARCOAL/BRICK/TILE

COMPACT LIGHT CREAM LIMESTONE FRAGS.

MEDIUM COMPACT CREAM LIMESTONE FRAGS.

MEDIUM COMPACT/COMPACT WHITE/CREAM LIMESTONE FRAGS.
DARK BLACK GRIT/CLINKER

MEDIUM COMPACT YELLOW/CREAM LIMESTONE FRAGS.

Fig.4 - 1993 West facing section - West Bank

3.0 REMEDIATION WORK and RECORDING

~ The loose material held by the retaining mesh was removed first. Very compact bands of deposition

had formed even during the relatively short period between the original landscaping in 1993 and the
work in 1996 (Fig.5).

Fig.5 - 1996 Removal of material from West Bank
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After the loose had been removed, the work was centred on regrading the slope by cutting back into
the bank in order to reshape the edge of the outcrop on the south side of the bank.

The cutting back revealed more of the layered stratigraphy seen previously in 1993 which consisted of
bands of sandy earth and limestone interleaved with bands of limestone fragments of varying size. It
also showed a definite sloping from south to north of some of these deposits (Fig.6). There was no
evidence for the clay recorded in Trial Trench 1(CB90)

No dating evidence was recovered from any of these layers, though some fragments of animal bone
were recorded.

4.0 CONCLUSIONS

The main problem with a great deal of the work carried out on the castle banks is the lack of dating
evidence for the deposits. Although there is comparative information which shows similar deposit
banding between the work recorded in 1993 and 1996, there is a definite lack of evidence for the clay
deposits seen in Trial Trench 1 in 1990.
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100 TOPSOIL

10 L/S - SM STONES AND MED. COMPACT LT BR EARTH

i COMPACT LAG LIMESTONE FRAGS

103 LT YELLOW SOIL/CRUSHED L/S

54 LOOSE LT BR/GREY/YELLOW EARTH - L/S FRAGS
CONCENTRATION OF SM L/S FRAGS

105 LOOSE L/S FRAGS

e LOOSE L/S FRAGS - YELLOW SANDY EARTH

107 LOOSE/MED COMPACT LT BR SOIL

108 LOOSE/MED COMPACT SM L/S FRAGS

Fig.6 - 1996 West facing section - West Bank
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There is certainly no definitive test that can be used to determine whether this ‘outcrop’ formed part
of the original bank or whether it was a later development. The sloping deposits are more reminiscent
of landscaping and dumping than the construction of a medieval castle bank. Although it has already
been shown that there was no one overall plan for building either the bank or the walls, there does not
appear to be any useful purpose for the ‘outcrop’. It is possible that it is residual original material
retained from the work carried out by Willson in the early 19th century when he used material from
the bank to fill in the ditch (Willson Coll.). However, it seems more likely that this is residual
material that was mounded up on the south west end , probably during the Willson period, with later
material added as work on the castle has continued to the present day. It is known that a number of
previous masons have dumped material down the banks rather than removing it (D Lanes, pers comm
1996).

There is at this time no clear indication of the date or the purpose of the outcrop, nor is there any
further information on the dating and construction of the banks. Now that the overburden has been
removed, it will be up to investigators of the future to attempt to make better sense of the construction
of the earthworks on the west bank of Lincoln Castle.
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