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Little Carlton: 
Watching Brief during Groundworks at Manor Farm 

NGR: TF 4031 8538 
Site Code: LCM 97 

LCNCC Museum Accn. No. 97.97 
ELDC Planning Application No. N/101/1997/96 

The western edge of a deep north-south linear feature was identified to the 
east of the existing house. This was thought to be part of the moat associated 
with the medieval manor house, but only 17th century pottery was recovered 
from the backfill. On the west edge of the moat, a 13th/14th century pottery 
sherd was found; this was the earliest find present. 

Introduction 
Lindsey Archaeological Services (LAS) was commissioned by Mr. W. 
Hennessy in March 1997 to conduct a watching brief during the mechanical 
excavation of house footings for an extension onto the eastern side of the 
house at Manor Farm, Little Carlton (Figs. 1 - 3). 

The watching brief was required to satisfy Condition 3 of East Lindsey District 
Council's full planning permission N/101/1997/96. This stipulated a watching 
brief, for which a brief was prepared by the Archaeology Section of 
Lincolnshire County Council in March 1997. LAS prepared a specification 
dated 3rd April 1997 which was approved. 

Manor Farm is located on the northern side of Main Road, Little Carlton, 
between the village and the site of St. Edith's Church (demolished 1993). The 
existing house is a brick structure with several phases of brick extensions, 
set back about 40m from the road and about 15m west of the churchyard 
boundary ditch. The present outbuildings lie to the west of the house (Fig. 2). 

Archaeological Background 
Little Carlton is mentioned in the Domesday Survey of 1086, confirming the 
origins of the settlement in the Saxon period (Foster and Longley 1924, 103). 
During demolition of the church in 1993, a 10th century graveslab was found 
in the fabric of the medieval nave wall (Field 1994). 

Manor Farm and the adjacent Manor House are located just west of the site 
of the parish church. It is probable that this site was moated, and existing 
field boundaries around the house and farm buildings may indicate parts of 
its course. The area around the church and manor is likely to have been the 
focus for Saxon and early medieval settlement. 
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The Watching Brief (Fig. 4) 
The foundation trenches for the extension were excavated by machine on 9th 
April 1997 in the presence of the author. The trenches were cut to a width of 
about 0.55m and to depths varying up to 1.6m. The deepest trench, for the 
eastern wall, was recorded from the ground surface for safety reasons, 
although access was possible to most parts of the other trenches. 

Post-medieval and modern features 
The area of the extension had been cleared of turf and any existing 
structures before the monitoring visit (Pis. 1 and 2). Several modern drains 
serving the house, and a water main, crossed the area. 

1. The foundation of Manor House at its SE corner consists of a single brick 
offset course two courses below the existing ground level. No evidence of 
any earlier structure beneath the house was seen and there were no 
truncated foundations extending beyond the house. One sizeable sherd from 
a late 13th/14th century green and brown glazed vessel was found close to 
the north corner of the house. 

2. A red clay land drain was seen running west-east across the southern end 
of the extension towards the existing churchyard ditch. This was suspected to 
have been installed after construction of the house but the relationship with 
the house foundations was not revealed. 

3. In the centre of the extension the brick foundations of a small outhouse or 
cess pit 2.1m from the house were bisected by the central trench (Pis. 1 and 
3). The foundations were 2.4m west-east and 1.7m north-south and survived 
to a depth of 0.4m from the stripped ground surface. A spur water pipe 
leading into the area of the foundations seemed to indicate that this had been 
in use until recently. 

Undated features (Figs. 4 and 5) 
4. A deep feature was revealed along the eastern side of the new extension, 
extending westwards to within 1.7m of the existing house (PI. 4). Its extent in 
other directions is not known. The western edge sloped at about 30°. This 
feature probably represents the western edge of a north-south length of 
moat. 

Backfill of this feature could be distinguished 0.35m from the stripped 
surface, and was a very mixed dark brown clay loam deposit containing brick 
fragments and charcoal to a depth of 0.85m (PI. 4). Two 17th century pottery 
sherds were recovered from this upper fill. To the west of this fill there was an 
underlying layer of sandy gravel, which may possibly have been an upcast 
bank although no natural gravel was exposed at the trench base. 

Beneath the clay loam with brick inclusions the fill was a crumbly brown/dark 
brown clay, overlying yellow/orange clay which appeared to be a natural 
layer. The crumbly material was over 0.3m thick and at least 1.6m wide; it 
sloped downwards towards the east. 
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Conclusion 
The large feature on the eastern side of the extension probably represents 
part of the medieval or earlier moat which has been assumed to have 
enclosed the manorial site. Small pieces of brick rubble were found to a 
depth of 0.85m, and these may have derived from levelling of the ground 
when the present house was built or at a subsequent date. The mixed and 
friable nature of the fill beneath this would be consistent with gradual 
backfilling; it contained a few pieces of animal bone but no pottery or other 
datable material was found. The edge of the ditch would have filled earlier 
than the centre as a result of casual rubbish disposal, but early deposits 
could have been removed by scouring of the feature before it fell from use. 

The width of the moat cannot be reliably assessed from the present site 
observations but the lower ground level west of the churchyard ditch 
suggests that all this land has been excavated and backfilled. This is not to 
say that a moat filled this entire 9m width; it is more probable that the moat 
fluctuated between a water-filled feature and a silted rubbish pit throughout 
the medieval and post-medieval periods with successive recuts gradually 
pulling the ditch position closer to the church. 

Acknowledgements 
Site plans were provided by Mr. Hennessey. The full co-operation received 
from Mr and Mrs Hennessey was appreciated. 

LAS would also like to thank the Lincolnshire County Archaeology Section, 
especially Jim Bonnor (Archaeological Officer), Mark Bennet (SMR Officer) 
and Sarah Grundy (Assistant SMR Officer) for their help during preparation 
for this watching brief. 

The illustrations and site archive were prepared by Mick McDaid. Pottery was 
identified by Jane Young. The report was collated and produced by Jane 
Frost. 

Geoff Tann 
Lindsey Archaeological Services 

15th July 1997 

References 
Field, N. 1994 St. Edith's Church, Little Carlton near Louth (unpublished LAS 

report). 

Foster, C.W. and Longley, T. 1924 The Lincolnshire Domesday and The 
Lindsey Survey Lincoln Record Society 19 (reprinted 1976) 
Gainsborough. 

Archive Summary 
archaeological finds: pottery; developer's site plans (part copies); 
photographs; sketch section and annotated sketch plan; correspondence. 

5 



GrainsbVj Marsh Chapel 

^ R a v e n d a i l 
Rothwell Moortown 31201. 

North .Grainthorpe Holton-
.le Moor Thoresway Thorganby North 

'Somercotes Wold 
Newton. Fulstovy. 

^ '-^ConisholrrTi 
V. ~Covenhamy/ 

** St Bartholomew 
Norman by, 
, le Wold^r 

Luabo rough 

Covenham 
St Mary 

> UtterDy • 
J ^ ' S o u t h \ 

\Owersby j 
e rby , _^ j Usselby 

?e I JESSSSTr 

Saltfleet •Claxby ^vStainton 
•f le Vale , x-Nofth -

^ O r m s b y ^ BTn brook 
W a l e s b y ^ / " Yarburgh . f ^ 

Gnmsby # _ T X N o r t h \ 
) .vocer—nv^^Cockeringtoa 

[irmond 
!e Mire , Fotherby, v yWSaltfleetbv 

\ //f ix Clements 

SaMeetby AH Sa ^ Kfelstern Teal by \\ Middle 
-Rasen- Ludford f Market 

Rasen 
Theddletf 
/ StHeii I North 

Willingham S o u t h ^ f c j / fl'SSi J 
E l k m g t o n ^ : Lou t f e l 

Ludford 
Magna 

. Burgh 
\ on^Bain 

s o u t f r ^ t a 
Cockerington ^ r f g ^ b y 

W w a n b y ' 

\ ^ L e g b o u r n e = s s ^ ~ ^ • 
1Norths7 \ ^ 

Little Weston \ /Gayion leJVTarsn 
/Cavv.horpe 

\ South R esto n 

\Welton 
le Wold Theddlethorpe 

All Saints 

' s / y 
Sixhills 

Linwood 
Hallington 

Legsby: lingworth 
^Biscathorpe. Hainton 

Friesthorpe<N / A v / -Withcall 
^ ^ >/ "\ jathwel l 

^ E a s t / 
sSTornngtony Solitrf^ 

\ Willingnarew 

East ^ 

Doningtons 
L on BajnA, isslngron' 

Wickenoy 
r a w e s t \ 
Morr-ington 

Be ckec i ng^v^ 

y=== ;̂Holton cum 
^ -Beckering 2C Maltby 

* le Marsh 
^3eesby /= 

:Benniworth Haugnam ^\3aricwitb / 

lest Barkwith V 
Muckton Authorpe. 

^Market 
\Stainton /TSnella'nd ~lr. 

^ J j Fulnetpx^ci* 
Stain ton by if \ 

wo r t h ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Maidenwell :Markby Burwell' A y ' " I k , 
J j g r a g b y 

Langton f " 
'/ ^by jWragby .1 Hatton 

"•"^ael leau Saleby 
f ^ j m r o u i c e b ^ ; '•Vcterrr-a i ,V.(d 

"Owi Carat*s . 
£ite ^ S w a b y ^ ^ 
tCT*4 w S o u t h 

y ^ h o e e s o y 
\^Oxcombe / 

-Ketsby--.^ 
Great // 

"Sturton I 
^ t ^ n g w o r t h 

\ 
Barl ings^ 

Belchford 
^TAIford ^ SouthOrmsoy A R . g s b y ^ > 

•^Saimonby ^ B n ^ ^ r , 

S o m e r s b 7 ^ \ - i ^ ^ . ? 9 t o n Sutterpy j ^ l c e b y 

Ashby E n d e r D y / ^ ^ U n g t o n ^ ^ = s t f U s ~ > i 
G7eetham e r ° r U m A S w a r d b > L ^ ^ ~ \ ^ W ^ n d l e b y 

Thur lby^ 
•Farlesthorpe \ 

Cumberworth 

King,thorpe 
Fa«Thorpe 
^ ^ ^ u l l e t b y 

B'aumoer lemingby 
M in t i n^ f 

Fiskerton ^j/Vispington JWestjAshby \n 

r n c a s t l e Z l 
Gautby 'Willoughb-

b o r o u g h s ^Ed l i ngton 

Ttnmbleby 
l i ang ton^ j^ 

.Bardney (( 

Branston 
^Booths 

Bucknall Hign 
foynton 

^ Candfesbv _ Grnv.i 

bpilSby- fe. b y pa.jjjgy , X J 

•'H'altbn^Cj/onksthorpe M : 

^=^Steeping\ aratott^C/* 

J ' f JXlrby' in th©Marsi 

:^f'end i k^Corn e r — ^ ^ ' 

Horsm'gton, 

? s Srotterhanworth 
f^Booths 

!.otterhanworth ^ ^ 
Martin Southrey 

Stixwould 

^Toyntorj" 
T A I K 

Saints Nocton 
Dun star 

Haltham Wood *f 
Enderbyn Kirkstead^' 

Woodhall 
Spa Kirkby -V 

on / • 
Bam ; J 

\ Niyietheringham Keal 
Cotes, 

f Mareham 
^ le Fen»-

3lankn> 
,( Tattershall *.< 
\\ Tfiorpe * 
VTattershall (L 

Tumby 
jumby / 

Woodside /_ 
Kirkby 
Gregn. New 

.Boiingoroke Scopwick} •fimberland" New , 
Leake// ;nersno<J C'ili Thorpe 

Tilney Stickney Eastviile Frtskne.y ^SCWalcot 
Rowston I Ashbyde^ 

,71 a Launde ; 
'Oogdyke/,|/ 

West .Billinghayj 
Chapel Hill Norrhlanas Bloxnolm, 

^ortfrKyme 

Fig. 1 Location of Little Carlton 



1 

Fig. 2 Location of the Application Site (reproduced from the Ordnance 
Survey 1:2,500 map; Crown Copyright, reproduced with the 
permission of the Controller of HMSO. Licence No. AL 50424A). 



Fig. 3 Manor Farm and The Manor House (from a plan of the site 
provided by the client). 
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Fig. 4 Archaeological features observed during groundworks (McDaid, 
after Tann; based on a redrawn plan of the foundations provided 
by the client). 
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Fig. 5 Section across the exposed width of the moat 4, seen in the north 
side of the southern wall foundation trench (McDaid after Tann). 



PI. 1 Excavation of footings for extension on east side of the Manor 
House (looking north). Brick foundations of a small structure are 
visible behind the tripod. 



PI. 2 Composite view of the sloping ground between the Manor House 
(extreme right) and the churchyard boundary (left). One side of 
the moat seems to have occupied this area (looking south). 



PI. 3 Brick foundations of an outhouse or cess pit built into dark clay 
loam backfill of the western edge of the earlier moat 4 (looking 
north). 



PI. 4 Composite view of fill at the western edge of the backfilled moat 
4, showing in the face of the foundation trench. The side slopes 
up below the sewer pipe, with gravelly material to the west of the 
clay loam fill. Looking north, scale divisions 0.5m and 0.2m. 


