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ARCHAEOLOGICAL Bl ILDING ASSESSMENT: 20 ST. MARY S STREET. STAMFORD, LINCOLNSHIRE 

1. SUMMARY 

A programme of archaeological building 
assessment was undertaken at 20 St. 
Mary's Street, Stamford, Lincolnshire. The 
recorded building is a Listed Grade II* 
house of medieval origin, though most of 
the visible fabric is of 18'h century date. 

Parts of the building proposed for 
alteration, including the kitchen, roof to 
the utility area, floors to the utility and 
front rooms and the front door, were 
photographically recorded and a ground 
plan was produced. 

The assessment has indicated that the 
kitchen and utility area roof are probably 
both 2<f century in date. The kitchen 
incorporates a wall with mock half-
timbering that is probably also 20th 

century. Concrete floors to the utility and 
front rooms of the building are also likely 
to be 20th century. The front door of the 
building is surrounded by a porch of about 
1800 and although in general Georgian 
style it incorporates a perfectly fitted letter 
plate and is therefore likely to post-date 
the introduction of the penny post in 1840. 

2. INTRODUCTION 

2.1 Definition of Archaeological 
Building Recording 

Bui ld ing recording is def ined as: 

"... a program of work intended to 
establish the character, history, dating, 
form and archaeological development of a 
specified building, structure, or complex 
and its setting, including its buried 
components, on land or under water. 
(IF A 1996). 

2.2 Planning Background 

Archaeologica l Project Services (APS) 
was commiss ioned by G. R. Merchant 
Archi tectural , Structural and Land 

Dra inage Consul tants , on beha l f of M r S. 
Laxton, to under take a p r o g r a m m e of 
historic bui ld ing assessment at 20 St. 
M a r y ' s Street, S tamford , Lincolnshire . A 
listed bu i ld ing applicat ion 
(S03/LB/5980/69) had been submit ted to 
South Kes teven Distr ict Counci l for 
p roposed al terat ions to the bui lding. 
Permiss ion is subject to condi t ions 
including the under tak ing of bui ld ing 
assessment pr ior to the convers ion works . 

The bui ld ing record ing w a s carried out on 
10th Apri l 2003 . 

2.3 Site Location 

Stamford is located 6 3 k m south of Lincoln 
in the Sou th Kes teven district of 
Lincolnshi re (Fig. 1). The invest igat ion 
area is on the nor th b a n k of the River 
Wel land , in the t o w n centre at n u m b e r 20 
St. M a r y ' s Street. It lies about 7 0 m 
northeast o f St. M a r y ' s church and 100m 
west of the church of St. George (Fig. 2). 
It is on the nor th side of St. M a r y ' s Street 
at Nat ional Grid Re fe r ence T F 0310 0710 
(Fig. 3). 

A s an u rban area the natural soils at the 
site have not been m a p p e d . Howeve r , on 
the bas is of nea rby deposi ts , they are l ikely 
to be E lmton 3 Associa t ion , b r o w n 
rendzinas over l imestone, or F ladbury 1 
Associa t ion pelo-al luvia l gleys on r iver 
a l luvium (Hodge et al. 1984, 181; 194). 
Lying about 150m nor th o f the river, the 
site is on gent le s lope d o w n to the south at 
a height o f approx imate ly 3 0 m OD. 

2.4 Historical Setting 

The invest igat ion site lies wi th in the 
medieva l wal led t o w n of S tamford and 
approximate ly m i d - w a y be tween the 
churches of St. M a r y and St. George , both 
p redominan t ly 13 th century in date 
(Pevsner and Harr is 1989, 689; 693). 

A Grade n * Listed Bui ld ing, 20 St. M a r y ' s 
Street is sur rounded on either side by other 
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Grade n * bui ld ings (Plate 1). Immedia te ly 
west is The Vaul ts publ ic house , of late 
medieva l origin wi th ha l f - t imber ing on the 
first f loor. Direct ly to the east, at 21 St. 
M a r y ' s Street, are o f f ices buil t about 1827. 

Present ly of three storeys and attics, and 
wi th a two-s torey rear wing , 20 St. M a r y ' s 
Street incorporates a late medieva l L-
shaped house. This medieva l structure was 
part ly rebuil t and enlarged in the m i d 18th 

century w h e n the je t t ied street f rontage 
was underbui l t and refaced. The rear w ing 
was extended in the 18 th century and the 
f rontage was he ightened in c. 1800. 

The ground f loor f rontage is of coursed 
stone and rubble and the upper two storeys 
are s tuccoed. It has a slate roof wi th two 
gabled dormer w i n d o w s (Plate 2). 

The f rontage has a porch of free-standing 
Dor ic co lumns and cornice and open-bed 
ped iment decorated wi th f leurs-de-lys. 
This dates to the early 19th century, 
perhaps c. 1800, and surrounds a 6-
panel led door wi th a rectangular glazed 
fanl ight under a keystone. To one side is a 
canted b a y w i n d o w of two storeys 
( R C H M E 1977, 137; D o E 1974, 116-7; 
Pevsner and Harr is 1989, 710). 

3. AIMS 

The a ims of the work were to provide an 
assessment o f parts of the bui ld ing pr ior to 
alterations in these areas. These sections of 
the bui ld ing included the roof over the first 
f loor bed room; the roof over the utility 
area; and the exis t ing ki tchen area. In 
addit ion, the f loors of the utility and bay-
fronted rooms and the front door were also 
assessed. 

4. METHODS 

Record ing of the bui ld ing was under taken 
to approx imate Level I s tandard, according 

to the Royal C o m m i s s i o n specif icat ion. 
This involved: 

• the p roduc t ion of a roughly 
d imens ioned sketch p l an (Fig. 4) 

• general pho tograph ic v iews of the 
exterior o f the bui ld ing and the 
overal l appearance of pr incipal 
r o o m s and circulat ion areas 

• a wri t ten record of the bu i ld ing ' s 
type, mater ia ls and poss ib le dates. 

• photographic coverage of the 
external appearance and effec t of 
the des ign of the bui ldings . 

• pho tograph ic coverage of internal 
and external structural and 
decorat ive detai ls re levant to the 
design, deve lopment and use o f the 
bui ld ings ( R C H M E 1996). 

Photographic record ing was under taken 
wi th a manua l 3 5 m m camera fi t ted wi th a 
2 8 - 7 0 m m macro lens. Black and whi te 
print film w a s used, supp lemented by 
colour slide film. W h e r e appropriate , 
par t icular ly for internal v i ews of the 
bui lding, a f lash-gun w a s used. A n index 
of the pho tographs w a s compi led on 
Archaeologica l Pro jec t Services p ro fo rma 
recording sheets. 

5. RESULTS 

Only specif ic par ts of the bui ld ing 
included in the proposa ls for alteration 
were examined . A m o n g s t these w a s the 
exist ing roof over the first f loor bed room. 
This was br ie f ly examined and found to 
incorporate early t imber t russes and reed 
and plaster f loor ing and panel l ing. A s this 
was clearly of his tor ic s ignif icance the 
client and architect decided to cancel any 
proposa ls for al terat ions to this part of the 
structure. Consequent ly , no formal record 
or fur ther assessment w a s m a d e of this 
section of the bui ld ing. 

The exis t ing roof over the utility area 
compr ises t w o sect ions s loping d o w n 
toward each other to f o r m a smal l channel , 
and is sunken and sur rounded by exist ing 
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structures. A s such, it is not over looked by 
any adjacent bui lding. The roof is covered 
wi th slate, p robably Welsh , and but ts 
against a wal l o f late handmade , probably 
19th century, br ick to the east. In the 
nor thern section of the roof is a flat, glass 
skylight o f p robable mid 20 t h century date. 
In the southern section of roof is a dormer-
type w indow, topped wi th wire-re inforced 
glass. This light is also l ikely to be mid 
20 t h century or perhaps a little later (Plate 
3). 

Located on the north, rear, side of the 
bui lding, the ki tchen is about hal f the 
wid th o f the property. It has a recent 
chequerboard pat tern tiled f loor in red and 
pale yel low (Plate 4). Al l the w i n d o w s are 
s ingle-pane lights of recent date (Fig. 5). 
The var ious s torage units and fi t t ings 
wi th in the k i tchen are also mode rn (Plate 
5). 

The ki tchen has a plain, s loping roof r is ing 
against the adjacent proper ty to the east 
(21 St. M a r y ' s Street). Slate, p robably 
Welsh , clads the roof and the ceil ing has 
been r emoved to reveal the t imbering, 
wh ich is all s t ra ight-sawn and clearly 
recent, pe rhaps dat ing f r o m the first hal f of 
the 20 l century (Plate 6). A four-panel 
door (Plate 7), p robably also dat ing to the 
first half of the 20 t h century, provides 
access f r o m the ki tchen to the exterior 
yard. On its exterior the door has a 
spherical doorknob wi th a bakel i te handle . 

On its exterior, the nor th wall of the 
ki tchen appears to e m b o d y an earlier 
structure, wi th exposed t imber ing (Plate 
8). This apparent ly earlier structure has a 
steeper roof l ine than the ki tchen and this is 
capped wi th ceramic nib tiles (Fig. 5). 
These are, however , totally un i fo rm in size 
and thus apparent ly machine-made . 
Moreover , none of this t i l ing appears in 
any w a y dis turbed by the raising of the 
ki tchen wall . 

The exposed t imber ing is entirely sawn 
wi th straight edges and there are no pegs 

or peg holes evident , even whe re separate 
t imbers meet . 

Floors of bo th the m a i n utili ty r o o m (Plate 
9), o f f the ki tchen, and the bay-windowed 
front r o o m (Plates 10 and 11), were also 
examined . Bo th are of concre te and clearly 
recent. 

In addit ion, the front door o f the proper ty 
was examined . This is a fair ly thin, six-
panel door wi th a vert ical letter plate set in 
the munt in be tween the second stage pair 
of panels (Plate 12). It is topped by a 
rectangular g lazed fanl ight under a 
keys tone and is sur rounded by a porch of 
Dor ic co lumns wi th a cornice and open-
bed t r iangular ped iment . 

6. DISCUSSION 

The examined bui ld ing, 20 St. M a r y ' s 
Street, S tamford , is a domes t ic proper ty set 
wi th in a s t reetscape of m i x e d residential 
and commerc ia l s tructures. 

The roof of the uti l i ty area appears to be 
conclus ively o f 20 t h century date. It but ts 
against a wal l of late h a n d m a d e brick of 
19th century date and is thus clearly later 
than this. The use of non- local , p robably 
Welsh , slate also indicates a 19 th century 
or later date for this roof . U s e of wire-
re inforced glass in the dormer- type 
skylight m a y be a late al terat ion and is 
l ikely to date from the second half of the 
20 t h century. 

Vir tual ly every aspect o f the ki tchen 
suggests it is a 20 t h century extension to 
the property . T h e quarry tiled f loor and 
straight s awn roof t imbers are bo th no 
earlier than the later 19 th century and, 
overall , the general appearance of the 
ki tchen suggests that it p robably dates to 
the first ha l f o f the 20 t h century. Its 
external door to the yard is o f four panels , 
rarely seen be fo re 1830 bu t the commones t 
type af ter 1850 ( W e d d 2002, 119). 
However , this door has a bakel i te handle 
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which suggests a 20 t h century date. The 
w i n d o w s and fi t t ings are all late 20 t h 

century. 

The ki tchen exterior nor th wal l appears to 
incorporate a wal l of an earlier structure. 
However , the visible aspects of this 
suggest it is entirely mock . The nib tiles on 
the stretch o f apparent earlier roof l ine 
appear to be mach ine -made and are 
undis turbed b y the apparent rais ing of the 
ki tchen wal l . The t imber ing is only 
exposed on the exterior o f the wal l and 
does not carry through to the interior. 
Moreover , the t imbers exposed here, and 
in the k i tchen roof , are all cut wi th straight 
edges, whereas medieva l t imbers are 
irregular and have curves. Such rigid 
straightness of t imbers is a characterist ic 
of Victor ian and later copying or 
rep lacement of medieva l t imber f r aming 
(Rackham 2001, 67). Moreover , the half -
t imber ing exposed in the k i tchen wal l 
lacks any pegs or pegholes , wh ich 
absences fur ther indicate the m o c k nature 
of this facade. Thus , this ha l f - t imbered 
wall , evident only f r o m the yard/garden, 
appears to be a concei t o f probable early 
20 t h century date. 

The concrete f loors of the m a i n utili ty 
r oom and the bay- f ron ted r o o m are bo th 
clearly recent, p robab ly m i d 20 t h century. 

Surrounded by a porch of c. 1800 
( R C H M E 1977, 137), the front doorway of 
the bui ld ing is a s ix-panel opening. Solid 
t imber 6-panel doors were an established 
Georgian style that cont inued into the 
Victor ian per iod ( W e d d 2002, 119). 
However , this door accommoda te s a letter 
plate, set vert ical ly wi thin , and match ing 
the d imens ions of, the munt in . The 
insert ion of the letter p la te would be af ter 
the introduct ion of the penny post in 1840, 
and the perfect ma tch of the size of the 
letter p la te to the munt in suggests the 
who le door is later than 1840. This is 
because , in doors m a d e af ter this date the 
munt in w a s widened and other propor t ions 
altered to a ccommoda t e the letter plate and 

still retain symmet ry and pleas ing 
propor t ions ( W e d d 2002 , 121). 

7. CONCLUSIONS 

Bui ld ing assessment w a s under taken at 20 
St. M a r y ' s Street, S t amford as the 
structure is o f historic and architectural 
s ignif icance and proposa ls have been m a d e 
for alterations to the bui ld ing. 

The assessment has indicated that all the 
sections of the bu i ld ing examined are later 
al terations or addi t ions to the original 
structure. These sect ions, including the 
ki tchen, the roof to the utili ty area and the 
f loors o f bo th the uti l i ty r o o m and bay-
fronted room, are p robab ly all 20 t h century 
in date. The front door m a y be 19 th century 
but still pos t -da tes the po rch that surrounds 
it. In consequence , it is cons idered that 
none of these const i tu te essential fabric 
and, wi th the poss ib le except ion of the 
front door , are of negl igable architectural 
or historic wor th in the context of the 
bui ld ing and ad jacent structures. The front 
door is pe rhaps the one except ion to this as 
it ref lects changes to door fo rmats brought 
about in the m i d 19th century by the 
in t roduct ion of the p e n n y pos t service. 
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Figure 2: Site Location Plan 

.School 

* School 

S c h o o l 

Schoo l 

INo'lh'-eid» 
Home 

Allot Gdnt 

.\riar* 
Schoo l 

•Coll** 

t̂ hool 

iNcw town 

Chjbonfi Spi 

College 

W a t e r l o o Plain 

S T M A R T I N ! 5 # W l T H C 
Jv.ml' 
Drpfll, 

Reproduced from the Ordnance Survey 1:10,000 map with the 
permission of The Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office, 
© Crown Copyright, HTL LTD Licence No AL5041A0001 



Figure 3 Detai led m a p showing posi t ion of Assessed Bui ld ing (af ter R C H M E ) 
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Figure 5 Interior and Exterior Elevations of Kitchen North Wall (approximate only) 



Plate 1 General Site 
View showing 20 St. 
Mary's Street with 
bay window in 
centre, looking 
northwest 

Plate 2 Detailed view of frontage 
of 20 St. Mary's Street, looking 
north 

Plate 3 View looking 
down on existing roof over 

utility area, looking north 





Plate 7 Kitchen door, 
interior view, looking 
west 

Plate 8 Kitchen, showing 
exposed mock-timbering, 
looking southeast 

Plate 9 Concrete floor of 
utility room, looking south 



Plate 10 Concrete floor of bay-fronted 
room, looking south 

Plate 12 Detailed view 
of early 19th century 
porch and later door, 
looking north 

Plate 11 Concrete floor of bay-fronted 
room, looking north 
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Appendix 1 

GLOSSARY 

Pertaining to the reign of the Kings George I to IV, dating from 1714 to 1830. 

Possessing a timber-framed upper storey overhanging a wall beneath. 

The Middle Ages, dating from approximately AD 1066-1500. 

Vertical intermediate timbers between the panels (<7. v.) of a door. 

Flat plane surface surrounded by mouldings or channels. 

Low-pitched gable over a portico or facade. An open-bed pediment has the horizontal 
base lacking its middle section. 

The period following the Middle Ages, dating from approximately AD 1500-1800. 

Pertaining to the period of Queen Victoria's reign, dating from 1837-1901. 



20 St. Mary's Street, Stamford (STSM03) 

Appendix 2 

The Archive 

The archive consists of: 

2 Plans 
4 Elevations 
1 Daily record sheet 
4 Sheets of site notes and sketches 
1 Photographic record sheet 

All primary records and finds are currently kept at: 

Archaeological Project Services 
The Old School 
Cameron Street 
Heckington 
Sleaford 
Lincolnshire 
NG34 9RW 

The ultimate destination of the project archive is: 

Lincolnshire City and County Museum 
12 Friars Lane 
Lincoln 
LN21HQ 

The archive will be deposited in accordance with the document titled Conditions for the Acceptance of Project 
Archives, produced by the Lincolnshire City and County Museum. 

Lincolnshire City and County Council Museum Accession Number: 2003.104 
Archaeological Project Services Site Code: STSM03 

The discussion and comments provided in this report are based on the archaeology revealed during the site 
investigations. Other archaeological finds and features may exist on the development site but away from the areas 
exposed during the course of this fieldwork. Archaeological Project Services cannot confirm that those areas 
unexposed are free from archaeology nor that any archaeology present there is of a similar character to that 
revealed during the current investigation. 

Archaeological Project Services shall retain full copyright of any commissioned reports under the Copyright, 
Designs and Patents Act 1988 with all rights reserved; excepting that it hereby provides an exclusive licence to 
the client for the use of such documents by the client in all matters directly relating to the project as described in 
the Project Specification. 
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