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SUMMARY 

A trench for the installation of solar panels was inspected by Cameron Archaeology 
on 7 May 2012.  The area is significant archaeologically as many sites are known in 
the vicinity.  The ground around the trench appeared to have been disturbed 
previously and sherds of modern pottery and glass were recorded in the fill.  It is 
recommended that no further archaeological work is required during this current 
development. 
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1  INTRODUCTION 
 
Beanshill Cottage lies at NJ84579 03203 and at a height of 135-140m OD. An application for 
the erection of solar panels (P120104) was passed conditionally by Aberdeen City Council 
on 20.3.12; the applicant was Mr Neil Cordiner, Beanshill Cottage, Contlaw Road, Milltimber, 
Aberdeen, AB13 0ER 
 

 
Illus 1 Location plan (Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 
2012). 
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2 BACKGROUND 
  

 
The field is on a slight south-facing slope immediately north of a small group of buildings, 
Beanshill Cottage. There are already three wind turbines erected in this and an adjacent field 
and the field has been previously ploughed. 

 

 
Illus 2 Aerial photograph showing field under pasture (copyright Google) 

 

There are 87 sites of historical and archaeological interest in the surrounding area 
including prehistoric hut circles and cup-marked stones, medieval and later rig and 
furrow agricultural remains and 19th-century farmsteads.  Many of these survive on a 
low hill, Beans Hill where there has been little post-medieval disturbance. 
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Illus 3 Sites of archaeological interest in 1km radius of current development (see Appendix 
1) (copyright RCAHMS)



 

Report on watching brief, Beanshill Cottage, Contlaw Road, Milltimber, Aberdeen, AB13 OER  
Cameron Archaeology CA84-2012  6 

 

3.  RESULTS 

 
A trench 2m wide and 26m long had been excavated prior to Cameron Archaeology 
attending the site. The trench was shallow and had been dug to the natural gravel subsoils.  
Sherds of modern glass and pottery in the fill and around the trench indicated that this area 
has been disturbed previously.  There has been much disturbance in this area including 
trenches for three wind turbines, extensive landscaping for gardens and outbuildings. 
 

 

Illus 4 Location plan showing the trench (copyright Mr N Cordiner)  
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4.  CONCLUSIONS  
 

The ground around the trench appeared to have been disturbed previously and 
sherds of modern pottery and glass were recorded in the fill.  It is recommended that 
no further archaeological work is required during this current development. 
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APPENDIX 2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES WITHIN 1KM OF CURRENT SITE 
 
 

SITE 
NUMBER 

NMRS NAME CLASS 

NJ80SE.12.- BINGHILL. Alternative: CAIRN CAIRN 

NJ80SE.15.- 

ABERDEEN, WESTFIELD FARM, 
BOUNDARY MARKER 21. 
Alternative: BOUNDARY 
MARKER, CAIRN 

BOUNDARY MARKER, CAIRN 

NJ80SE.16.- 

BINGHILL. Alternative: 
RECUMBENT STONE CIRCLE 

RECUMBENT STONE 
CIRCLE 

NJ80SE.37.- 

BINGHILL. Alternative: 
BOUNDARY MARKER 
(POSSIBLE) 

BOUNDARY MARKER 
(POSSIBLE) 

NJ80SE.38.- 

WESTFIELD. Alternative: 
STANDING STONE (POSSIBLE) 

STANDING STONE 
(POSSIBLE) 

NJ80SE.51.- 

ABERDEEN, WESTFIELD FARM, 
BOUNDARY MARKER 19. 
Alternative: BOUNDARY STONE 

BOUNDARY STONE 

NJ80SE.52.- 

ABERDEEN, WESTFIELD FARM, 
BOUNDARY STONE 22. 
Alternative: BOUNDARY STONE 

BOUNDARY STONE 

NJ80SE.7.- 

ABERDEEN, WESTFIELD FARM, 
BOUNDARY MARKER 20. 
Alternative: BOUNDARY 
MARKER 

BOUNDARY MARKER 

NJ80SW.19.- 

ABERDEEN, ORD BURN, 
BOUNDARY MARKER 26. 
Alternative: BOUNDARY STONE 

BOUNDARY STONE 

NJ80SW.2.- 

SILVERBURN. Alternative: COIN 
HOARD (ROMAN) 

COIN HOARD (ROMAN) 

NJ80SW.3.- 

ABERDEEN, EAST 
BROTHERFIELD, BOUNDARY 
MARKER 25. Alternative: 
BOUNDARY STONE, CUP 
MARKED STONE 

BOUNDARY STONE, CUP 
MARKED STONE 

NJ80SW.6.- 

ABERDEEN, BEANS HILL, 
BOUNDARY MARKER 23. 
Alternative: BOUNDARY STONE, 
CUP MARKED STONE 

BOUNDARY STONE, CUP 
MARKED STONE 

NJ80SW.8.- ABERDEEN, NORTH BOUNDARY MARKER 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19373
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19376
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19377
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19400
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19401
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19416
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19417
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19420
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19433
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19434
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19436
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19439
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19441
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WESTFIELD HOUSE, 
BOUNDARY MARKER 24. 
Alternative: BOUNDARY 
MARKER 

NJ80SE.8.- 

BINGHILL HOUSE. Alternative: 
HOUSE, COIN(S) 

HOUSE, COIN(S) 

NJ80SE.59.- 

BURNBRAE, MILLTIMBER. 
Alternative: AXEHEAD (STONE) 

AXEHEAD (STONE) 

NJ80SW.47.- 

FOREST COTTAGE. Alternative: 
RIG AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.48.- 

BUCKLERBURN FARM. 
Alternative: RIG AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.49.- 

GUTTRIE HILL. Alternative: RIG 
AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.51.- 

ABERDEEN, NORTH 
WESTFIELD HOUSE, 
BOUNDARY MARKER. 
Alternative: BOUNDARY 
MARKER 

BOUNDARY MARKER 

NJ80SW.52.- 

NORTH WESTFIELD. Alternative: 
FARMSTEAD 

FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.54.0 

SOUTH LASTS. Alternative: 
FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD 

FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.54.1 

SOUTH LASTS COTTAGES. 
Alternative: COTTAGE(S) 

COTTAGE(S) 

NJ80SW.55.- 

SOUTH LASTS COTTAGES, 
STONE. Alternative: STONE 

STONE 

NJ80SW.56.0 

EAST BROTHERFIELD. 
Alternative: FARMHOUSE, 
FARMSTEAD 

FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.56.1 

EAST BROTHERFIELD, 
KNOCKING STONE. Alternative: 
KNOCKING STONE 

KNOCKING STONE 

NJ80SW.57.- 

EAST BROTHERFIELD, 
QUARRY-PITS. Alternative: 
QUARRY SCOOP(S) 

QUARRY SCOOP(S) 

NJ80SW.62.0 

CONTLAW MAINS. Alternative: 
FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD 

FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.62.1 

CONTLAW MAINS COTTAGE. 
Alternative: COTTAGE 

COTTAGE 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19421
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=80747
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114570
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114571
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114572
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114573
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114574
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114577
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114578
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114579
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114580
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114581
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114582
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114588
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114590
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NJ80SW.63.0 

NETHER CONTLAW. Alternative: 
FARMHOUSE (MEDIEVAL), 
FARMSTEAD (MEDIEVAL), 
UNIDENTIFIED POTTERY (14TH 
CENTURY) 

FARMHOUSE (MEDIEVAL), 
FARMSTEAD (MEDIEVAL), 
UNIDENTIFIED POTTERY 
(14TH CENTURY) 

NJ80SW.63.1 

NETHER CONTLAW COTTAGE. 
Alternative: COTTAGE 

COTTAGE 

NJ80SW.50.0 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: 
BUILDING, CAIRNFIELD, 
COTTAGE, CUP MARKED 
STONE, FARMSTEAD, HUT 
CIRCLE(S), LAZY BEDS, RIG 
AND FURROW 

BUILDING, CAIRNFIELD, 
COTTAGE, CUP MARKED 
STONE, FARMSTEAD, HUT 
CIRCLE(S), LAZY BEDS, RIG 
AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.1 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: 
FARMSTEAD 

FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.50.2 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: 
BUILDING 

BUILDING 

NJ80SW.50.3 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: CUP 
MARKED STONE 

CUP MARKED STONE 

NJ80SW.50.4 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: HUT 
CIRCLE 

HUT CIRCLE 

NJ80SW.50.5 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: HUT 
CIRCLE 

HUT CIRCLE 

NJ80SW.50.6 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: 
CAIRNFIELD 

CAIRNFIELD 

NJ80SW.50.7 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: LAZY 
BEDS, RIG AND FURROW 

LAZY BEDS, RIG AND 
FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.8 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: 
CAIRNFIELD 

CAIRNFIELD 

NJ80SW.50.9 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: RIG 
AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.10 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: RIG 
AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.11 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: RIG 
AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.12 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: RIG 
AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.13 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: RIG 
AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.14 BEANS HILL. Alternative: RIG RIG AND FURROW 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114594
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114595
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114603
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114604
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114605
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114607
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114608
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114609
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114610
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114611
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114614
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114615
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114617
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114618
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114622
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114623
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114624
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AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.15 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: RIG 
AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.18 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: 
BUILDING 

BUILDING 

NJ80SW.50.19 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: 
BUILDING, STACK STAND(S) 

BUILDING, STACK STAND(S) 

NJ80SW.50.20 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: STACK 
STAND 

STACK STAND 

NJ80SW.50.21 BEANS HILL. Alternative: PEN PEN 

NJ80SW.50.22 BEANS HILL. Alternative: PEN PEN 

NJ80SW.64.- 

WESTFIELD FARM. Alternative: 
BARBED AND TANGED 
ARROWHEAD(S) (FLINT), 
UNIDENTIFIED FLINT(S) (FLINT) 

BARBED AND TANGED 
ARROWHEAD(S) (FLINT), 
UNIDENTIFIED FLINT(S) 
(FLINT) 

NJ80SW.84.- 

CONTLAW HOUSE. Alternative: 
CHURCH (19TH CENTURY), 
HOUSE 

CHURCH (19TH CENTURY), 
HOUSE 

NJ80SW.75.- 

NETHER BEANSHILL. 
Alternative: FARMHOUSE, 
FARMSTEAD, FARMSTEAD 

FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD, 
FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.76.- 

HILL HOUSE. Alternative: 
FARMSTEAD 

FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SE.76.- 

BINGHILL FARM. Alternative: 
BUILDING, ENCLOSURE 

BUILDING, ENCLOSURE 

NJ80SW.74.- 

CONTLAW MAINS. Alternative: 
FARMSTEAD 

FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.20.- 

ABERDEEN, EASTER ORD 
FARM, EASTER ORD CROFT, 
BOUNDARY MARKER 27. 
Alternative: BOUNDARY STONE 

BOUNDARY STONE 

NJ80SW.91.- 

GUTTRIE HILL. Alternative: 
BUILDING(S), QUARRY(S) 

BUILDING(S), QUARRY(S) 

NJ80SW.92.- 

GUTTRIE HILL. Alternative: RIG 
AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SE.89.- 

BINGHILL FARM. Alternative: 
RIG AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SE.90.- 

BINGHILL FARM. Alternative: 
RIG AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114625
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114628
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114629
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114630
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114631
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=114632
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=134439
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=149894
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=155149
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=155150
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=155151
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=155148
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=19435
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=169155
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=169156
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=169161
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=169162
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NJ80SE.92.- 

BINGHILL. Alternative: RIG AND 
FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SE.93.0 BINGHILL. Alternative: HOUSE HOUSE 

NJ80SE.93.1 

BINGHILL FARM. Alternative: 
FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD 

FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SE.93.2 

BINGHILL, THE COTTAGE. 
Alternative: COTTAGE 

COTTAGE 

NJ80SW.96.- 

UPPER BEANSHILL. Alternative: 
FARMSTEAD 

FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.104.- 

FOREST COTTAGE. Alternative: 
HOUSE 

HOUSE 

NJ80SW.105.0 

BUCKLERBURN FARM. 
Alternative: FARMHOUSE, 
FARMSTEAD 

FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.105.1 

BUCKLERBURN COTTAGE. 
Alternative: COTTAGE 

COTTAGE 

NJ80SW.105.2 

BUCKLERBURN COTTAGES. 
Alternative: COTTAGE(S) 

COTTAGE(S) 

NJ80SW.112.- 

MOSSBRODIE. Alternative: 
FARMSTEAD 

FARMSTEAD 

NJ80SW.122.- 

SOUTH LASTS, COTTAGE. 
Alternative: COTTAGE 

COTTAGE 

NJ80SW.123.- 

MOSSBRODIE. Alternative: 
BUILDING 

BUILDING 

NJ80SW.124.- 

SOUTH LASTS COTTAGES. 
Alternative: STONE 

STONE 

NJ80SE.167.- 

MILLTIMBER. Alternative: 
VILLAGE 

VILLAGE 

NJ80SW.132.- 

CONTLAW MAINS COTTAGE. 
Alternative: COTTAGE 

COTTAGE 

NJ80SE.188.- 

BINGHILL FARM. Alternative: 
RIG AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SE.189.- 

MILLTIMBER, NORTH DEESIDE 
ROAD, EDGEHILL HOUSE. 
Alternative: HOUSE 

HOUSE 

NJ80SW.50.23 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: RIG 
AND FURROW 

RIG AND FURROW 

NJ80SW.50.24 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: HUT 
CIRCLE 

HUT CIRCLE 

http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=169166
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=169167
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=169168
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=169169
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=186635
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=197860
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=197862
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=197863
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=197864
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=197905
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=198524
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=198526
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=198527
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=209893
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=209786
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=216572
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=216768
http://www.rcahms.gov.uk/pls/portal/newcanmore.newcandig_details_gis?inumlink=239282
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NJ80SW.50.25 

BEANS HILL. Alternative: HUT 
CIRCLE 

HUT CIRCLE 

NJ80SE.200.- BINGHILL. Alternative: CAIRN CAIRN 

NJ80SW.145.- 

PETERCULTER, TILLYOCH. 
Alternative: NO CLASS (EVENT) 

NO CLASS (EVENT) 

NJ80SW.146.- 

ABERDEEN, BEANSHILL 
COTTAGE. Alternative: BANK 
(EARTHWORK)(S) 
(PREHISTORIC), HUT CIRCLE 
(PREHISTORIC), RIG AND 
FURROW 

BANK (EARTHWORK)(S) 
(PREHISTORIC), HUT 
CIRCLE (PREHISTORIC), RIG 
AND FURROW 

 

APPENDIX 2 PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

Photo no Description Facing 

DSC_0071-78 Trench facing Beanshill Cottage S 

DSC_0079-83 Soil pile with trench in background W 

DSC_0084-88 Trench W 

DSC_0089-
103 

Trench E 

DSC_0104-
108 

Trench with wind turbine and woodland on edge of 
Westfield Estate 

NE 

DSC_0110-
120 

Trench with wind turbine and woodland on edge of 
Westfield Estate 

N 
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