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SUMMARY 
 
An archaeological watching brief was carried out during excavation of two drainage 
trenches on the east side of Crathes Castle gardens immediately south of the main car 
parks on 29 October 2012.  No archaeological features or finds were recorded.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 

A watching brief was carried out on 29 October 2012 on two trenches for new drainage.  The 
site is in Banchory-Ternan parish, the NGR for the site is NJ 73537 96745 and it lies at 65-
70m OD.  The work was commissioned by Paul Selway, National Trust for Scotland. 
 
 

 

  
Illus 1 Location plan (NTS OS licence 100023880) 
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2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 

 

Crathes is an L-plan tower house bearing the dates 1553, 1554, and 1596 (MacGibbon 

and T Ross, 1887-92, 108-13). Several archaeological interventions have taken place in 

the castle including recording of early 19th-century detritis from a blocked stairwell 

(Turner 1994, 27) potential archaeological material under stone flags in the 'well' room 

(Turner 1995) and a pistol loop was uncovered in 2001 by Addyman and Kay (Fraser 

2001, 8). 

3  THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL WATCHING BRIEF 
 
Two trenches for drainage pipes were excavated on 29 October 2012. Trench 1 (Illus 2) 
was 0.4m wide and up to 1m deep at the west end.  The west end of the trench was dug 
down to 1m deep and natural subsoil of sand and large stones was recorded at 0.8m 
deep.  The soil above was loam and humic matter and the head gardener reported that 
this area had been made up in recent history during its use as a dumping ground for 
garden waste.  The east end of the trench was dug to 0.5m deep through humic soil.  
The finds consisted of plastic sacks, plastic plant pots, a small number of bricks and 
ceramic plant pot sherds and large stones and were considered of no significance to the 
history of the castle and therefore none were retained.  Trench 2 was up to 0.2m deep 
and was excavated to allow run off from the slope of the road to the car parks.  No finds 
or features were identified. 

 

 
Illus 2 Plan showing trenches (National Trust for Scotland OS license no 100023880) 
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Illus 3 Trench 1 west end showing natural subsoil at base and loam and redeposited 
natural subsoil above 
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APPENDIX 1 PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 
 

Photo number Description Facing 

DSC0177-183 Trench 1 NE 

DSC0184-191 Trench 1 N 

DSC0192-205 Trench 1 SW 

DSC0206-213 Trench 1 ESE 

DSC0214-219 Trench 1 SE 

DSC0220-221 Trench 1 ESE 

DSC0222-229 Trench 1 SE 

DSC0230-236 Trench 1 SE 

DSC0237-245 Trench 1 W 

DSC0246-248 Trench 1 SE 

DSC0249-256 Trench 1 W 

DSC0257-279 Trench 1 WNW 

DSC0280-281 Trench 1 WNW 

DSC0283-298 Trench 1 SSE 

DSC0299-305 Trench 2 ESE 

DSC0308-312 Trench 2 ESE 

DSC0313-328 Trench 2 WNW 

DSC0329-334 Trench 2 WNW 
 


