Report on Archaeological Evaluation
Proposed housing development, East Lodge,
Ury Estate, Stonehaven, AB39 3QA

Alison Cameron
Cameron Archaeology
28 September 2014



CONTENTS

1 BACKGROUND ... e e e e e e e e e eeees 3
2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND ......ooiiii e 5
3 THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION ... 7
4 RECOMMENDATIONS ... 8
5 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS ... 8
6 REFERENCES.... oo e 9
APPENDIX 1 PHOTOGRAPHS ... e 10
APPENDIX 2 CONTEXTS ... 15
APPENDIX 3 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL SITES ..., 15
APPENDIX 4 MAPS e 18
ILLUSTRATIONS

Cover Hearth 204 facing north

0 L= I I Y= T T ] F= T o P 3
lllus 2 Vertical aerial photograph showing the development areainred.......................... 4
Illus 3 Oblique aerial photograph showing approximate outline of site inred .................. 4
Illus 4 Plan showing evaluation trenches and two 20x20m box trenches ........................ 7
[llus 5 Plan of hearth 204 and SECHON .......ccuuiiiiii e 8
Illus 6 Pont map of Lower Deeside 1583-96 showing ‘Kowy’..........c.coveiiiiiiiiiiiineinnenn. 18
Illus 7 Robert Gordon showing Urie (circled inred) ..o 19
Illus 8 Blaeu 1654 with ‘Urie’ (circled in red)...... ..o 19
Illus 9 James Robertson Topographical and military map ..........coooiviiiiiiii, 20
Illus 10 First Edition OS map with site outlined inred. .........cc.ooiiiiiiii . 20
Illus 11 Second Edition OS map with site outlined inred. ..., 21
[llus 12 Third Edition OS map with site outlined inred. ...........c.ccoiiiiii e, 21
SUMMARY

A 7% archaeological evaluation was carried out from 11-19"" September 2014. One
hearth was excavated and two unworked flints recovered from topsoil. It is
recommended that a Post-Excavation Research Design is completed for analysis of a
soil sample from hearth 204 and radiocarbon dating of a sample of the charcoal but no
further fieldwork is required during the current development.
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1 BACKGROUND

1.1 The site (lllus 1) is located on the north side of the A90 west of its junction with the
B979 Netherley Road and NE of the Cowie Water. It is centred on NGR NO 86882

87341, at 40-80m OD, on land sloping steeply uphill to the NNE.
1.2 The work was commissioned by Allan Rae, Kirkwood Homes.

Aberdeenshire

Planning Applications APP/2008/0113, 2007/2011 and 2014, 2007/2015,
2008/0114 and 2004/2267 apply to the Ury Estate. This application APP2007/0114
was passed on 6.12.2011 with a standard archaeology condition (condition 25).
Aberdeenshire Archaeology Service required a 7-10% archaeological evaluation.
1.3 All the archaeological work was carried out in the context of Scottish Planning
Policy (SPP) Planning Advice Note (PAN 2/2011) and Scottish Historic
Environment Policy (SHEP), which state that archaeological remains should be

regarded as part of the environment to be protected and managed.
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Illus 3 Oblique aerial photograph showing approximate outline of site in red (copyright RCAHMS;
lan B M Ralston Aberdeen Archaeological Surveys 5/4/1985 General oblique aerial view centred
on Glenury Viaduct, sand and gravel workings and Stonehaven bypass, looking to the W;
AAS/85/4/R10/1)
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2.1

2.2

2.3

2.3

ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND

There is one Scheduled Ancient Monument within 1km of the proposed
development. Cowie Line, pill boxes (NO8SNE 88.01, 88.02) & anti-tank blocks
(NO88NE 88.05) is 200m SW to 275m SE of Ury House. The monument comprises
two Type-22 pill boxes, situated on high ground to the south of the Cowie Water,
covering the bridge over the river SE of Ury House, and its approaches. The pill
boxes are 6-sided, made of a mixture of granite, concrete and brick. The western
pillbox has additional firing loops on two sides. There are also concrete tank blocks
on both sides of the bridge and 6 fine examples to the NW of the western pill box
on the south bank of the Cowie Water. To the west of the bridge the southern bank
of the Cowie Water has been made vertical to provide a further obstacle. To the
east of the bridge, in a wood, is a possible weapon pit. Three areas are to be
scheduled. The westernmost contains one pill box and 6 concrete tank blocks. It
measures a maximum of 100m WSW to ENE by 60m transversely. The middle area
contains the second pill box, the artificially-altered section of the river bank, and
one concrete tank block. It measures a maximum of 100m E to W by 40m
transversely. The easternmost area contains two tank blocks and the possible
weapon pit. It measures 40m NNE-SSW by 30m transversely. All three areas are
bounded on their northern sides by the river bank, and are as marked in red on the
accompanying map. The monument is of national importance as a well-preserved
element of the Cowie Line, one of the strategic stop-lines of the anti-invasion
defences of the Second World War. The individual features of the monument are
well preserved and provide a concrete expression of an important period in British
history.

The proposed development is within the estate of Ury House (NO88NEQ0104).
remains of a designed landscape possibly dating back to the 1700s. The house is B
Listed Country house by John Baird of Glasgow, 1855, with a wing added in 1884
by an unidentified architect. The gardens have a buttressed, stepped, channeled
and rock-faced terrace wall. The house had an ice-house (NO88NE 32.15; Buxbaum
1992, 7). Immediately north of the current site is a circular cropmark (NO88NE0113
possibly representing the site of a small roundel of planted trees which are shown on
the 1st and 2nd edition OS map is visible on vertical aerial photographs taken in 1977
and 1988.

At Redcloak (NO 8579 8716), 700m WSW of the west edge of the current site is a
field system of pits, possible roundhouses and an unenclosed settlement identified
as a cropmark on aerial photographs.

At Glen Ury WNW of the proposed site is an area of hut circles and clearance
cairns (NO88NE 73) identified from aerial reconnaissance.
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2.5

2.6

2.7

2.8

2.9

There is an earthwork or possible Roman camp (NO88NE 7) at Fetteresso Glebe. The
evidence for the siting of this 'camp' seems to derive ultimately from Barclay's sketch-
map of 1785 on which it is shown as a square with rounded corners, although it is
mentioned as early as 1722 in Camden's Britannia. The Name Book authorities
remember the site being called 'The Camp' about 1800 but the ground was already
under cultivation and no remains were evident. Crawford thought the site too narrow
for a Roman camp, or even a normal-sized Roman fort and suggested that it was
probably a native fort (Barclay 1792, 566; Crawford 1949; Name Book 1865, 10,248;
Jones 2011, 335). The area is now a housing estate.

A copper alloy ewer (NO88NE 11) was found at Glen Ury in 1857. A sketch by the
surveyor shows this to be a medieval tripod ewer. It was found two feet below the
surface and was broken by the finders but the pieces were preserved at Ury House
(OS Name Book 10, 198).

St Ciaran's Well a chalybeate well (NO88NE 17) is near the distillery at the west
end of Mineral Well Road, immediately below the Glenury railway viaduct. It is an
elegant fountain of Peterhead granite into which once ran the water of chalybeate
spring for many years famous for its health-giving properties. The fountain was built
on the site of the old holy well of St Kieran which dried up when the supply was cut
to build the fountain and it was impossible to find it again (Morris and Morris 1982,
122).

Industrial remains in the area include Glen Ury railway viaduct (NO88SNE 60) 400m
south of the current site (Hume 1977, 223) and Glen Ury Distillery founded c¢. 1836 by
Captain Barclay. A much altered group of buildings, of which the oldest is probably a
3-storey, 10-bay range of malting floors survive. There are twin detached kilns linked
to the malting floors by gangways (ibid; NO88NE 59).

The Aberdeen Western Peripheral route is due to terminate 200m east of the eastern
side of the proposed development. Archaeological work has been carried out along the
line of the route; AOC carried out a watching brief of trial pits in 2008 (NO89SE0089)
but little of archaeological significance, CFA Archaeology have carried out an
evaluation in 2013 of this section of the route and an excavation is ongoing at time of
preparing this WSI (CFA forthcoming).

Ury or Urie appear on the 17™-century Blaeu (lllus 8) and Gordon (lllus 7) maps and
Ury House on the 19"-century maps. The First Edition OS map (lllus 10) shows the
area as farmland divided into several fields with an old field boundary still marked with
a liune of trees. These persist into the 2" and 3 OS maps (lllus 11, 12) and the track
across the site from the road to the east was realigned between the 15t and 2™ OS
maps. There was a band of trees running along the east edge of the site adjacent to
the road.
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3 THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVALUATION

A 7% archaeological evaluation was carried out from 11-19"" September 2014 by Stuart
Farrell. 23 trenches were excavated with a 14 ton tracked machine with a 1.8m ditching
bucket and two areas opened with 20 x 20m box trenches. The topsoil was shallow
(c25cm) in most trenches and deep modern plough scars were seen in Trenches 9-23.

One hearth, 204, in Trench 2 was 0.64 x 0.54cm in size and 0.1m deep (lllus 5). Two
stones survived in situ in the centre of the hearth which was filled with charcoal. No
finds were recovered from the fill but a sample was retained from the feature. A 20 x
20m box trench around the hearth revealed that there were no other features surviving in
the vicinity.

An irregular charcoal spread was uncovered in Trench 6 but a box trench 20 x 20m in
size revealed that this was the remains of a burnt tree bole and no further features were
identified in the trench.

No other features were identified during the evaluation and the only finds recovered were
two unworked flints from topsoil.

llus 4 Plan showing evaluation trenches and two 20x20m box trenches (copyright
Kirkwood Homes)
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Illus 5 Plan of hearth 204 and section

4 RECOMMENDATIONS

A 7% archaeological evaluation was carried out from 11-19"" September 2014. One
hearth was excavated and two unworked flints recovered from topsoil. It is
recommended that a Post-Excavation Research Design is completed for analysis of a
soil sample from hearth 204 and radiocarbon dating of a sample of the charcoal but no
further fieldwork is required during the current development.
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APPENDIX 1 PHOTOGRAPHS

Scales Im
1 — View of site facing W.

2 — View of trench 1 upon excavation facing W.

3 — View of site facing NE.

4 — View of site facing E.

5 — View of trench 1 upon excavation facing W.

6 — View of trench 1 upon excavation facing E.

7 — View of trench 2 upon excavation facing W.

8 — View of trenches 1 and 2 facing W.

9 — View of trench 2 upon excavation facing W.

10 — View of pre-ex of hearth trench 2 facing N — scale 0.5m.

11 — View of 7 section of hearth trench 2 facing N — scale 0.5m.
12 — View of % section of hearth trench 2 facing N — scale 0.5m.
13 — View of trench 2 upon excavation facing W.

14 — View of % section of hearth trench 2 facing N — scale 0.5m.
15 — View of 7 section of hearth trench 2 facing N — scale 0.5m.
16 — View of post-ex of hearth trench 2 facing N — scale 0.5m.
17 — View of post-ex of hearth trench 2 facing N — scale 0.5m.
18 — View of site facing E.

19 — View of site facing E.

20 — View of site facing E.

21 — View of site facing E.

22 — View of site facing W.

23 — View of site facing W.

24 — View of trench 3 upon excavation facing W.

25 — View of trench 4 upon excavation facing NE.

26 — View of trench 4 upon excavation facing SW.

27 — View of trench 4 upon excavation facing SW.
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28 — View of trench 5 upon excavation facing NE.
29 — View of trenches 4 and 5 facing SW.

30 — View of burnt spread trench 6 facing W.

31 — View of burnt spread trench 6 facing NE.

32 — View of burnt spread trench 6 facing N.

33 — View of burnt spread trench 6 facing N.

34 — View of trench 6 upon excavation facing W.
35 — View of trench 6 upon excavation facing E.
36 — View of site facing W.

37 — View of trench 7 upon excavation facing E.
38 — View of trench 8 upon excavation facing W.
39 — View of trench 9 upon excavation facing W.
40 — View of trenches 6 to 8 facing NW.

41 — View of trenches 9 and 10 facing E.

42 — View of trench 10 upon excavation facing E.
43 — View of trenches 10 and 9 facing W.

44 — View of trench 11 upon excavation facing E.
45 — View of trench 11 upon excavation facing W.
46 — View of trench 11 upon excavation facing W.
47 — View of trench 12 upon excavation facing W.
48 — View of trench 12 upon excavation facing E.
49 — View of spread in trench 13 facing SW.

50 — View of spread in trench 13 facing SW.

51 — View of spread in trench 13 facing NE.

52 — View of spread in trench 13 facing NE.

53 — View of trench 13 upon excavation facing NE.
54 — View of trenches 11 and 12 facing E.

55 — View of trench 13 upon excavation facing NE.
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56 — View of field drain trench 13.

57 — View of trench 13 upon excavation facing SW.

58 — View of trench 14 upon excavation facing E.

59 — View of trench 14 upon excavation facing W.

60 — View of building remains on east boundary facing E.

61 — View of building remains on east boundary facing E.

62 — View of building remains on east boundary facing E.

63 — View of trench 15 upon excavation facing E.

64 — View of trench 16 upon excavation facing NE.

65 — View of trench 16 upon excavation facing SW.

66 — View of trenches 15 and 16 facing W.

67 — View of trenches 16 and 17 facing W.

68 — View of trench 17 upon excavation facing NE.

69 — View of trench 18 upon excavation facing SW.

70 — View of trench 19 upon excavation facing NE.

71 — View of trench 19 upon excavation facing SW.

72 — View of trench 20 upon excavation facing S.

73 — View of trench 21 upon excavation facing S.

74 — View of trench 22 upon excavation facing N.

75 — View of trenches 21 to 23 facing E.

76 — View of trench 23 upon excavation facing SE.

77 — View of tree-bole in trench 6 upon area excavation facing N.
78 — View of tree-bole in trench 6 upon area excavation facing N.
79 — View of tree-bole in trench 6 upon area excavation facing S.

80 — View of tree-bole in trench 6 upon area excavation facing N.

81 — View of tree-bole in trench 6 upon area excavation facing NW.

82 — View of tree-bole in trench 6 upon area excavation facing W.

83 — View of tree-bole in trench 6 upon area excavation facing NW.
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84 — View of trench 2 upon area excavation facing W.
85 — View of trench 2 upon area excavation facing NW.
86 — View of trench 2 upon area excavation facing NE.

87 — View of trench 2 upon area excavation facing N.
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APPENDIX 2 CONTEXTS

Context no | Trench Description

201 2 Mixed loam

202 2 Stones in situ in hearth

203 2 Black charcoal fill with burnt bone
204 2 Cut for hearth 0.64 x 0.54m

APPENDIX 3 Archaeological and historical sites within 1km of the proposed
site (Pastmap and Aberdeenshire SMR online)

Dataset | Dataset UID Name Classification

HERABER | NO88NE0O026 | COWIE MILL Standing Structure

HERABER | NO88NE0027 | GLEN URY VIADUCT Standing Structure
ROYAL GLENURY

HERABER | NO88NE0028 | DISTILLERY Standing Structure

HERABER | NO8SNE0O039 | MACKIE PLAYING FIELDS | Crop Mark (Includes Soil Mark)
SLUG ROAD,

HERABER | NO88NE0O040 | STONEHAVEN Crop Mark (Includes Soil Mark)

HERABER | NO88NEO0O49 | NEW MAINS OF URY Standing Structure

HERABER | NO88NEOO50 | URY HOUSE Standing Structure

HERABER | NO8SNE0084 | NEW MAINS OF URY Crop Mark (Includes Soil Mark)

Proposed housing development, East Lodge, Ury Estate, Stonehaven, AB39 3QA
Cameron Archaeology CA0183-2014 15



SOUTH LODGE, SLUG

HERABER | NO88NE0O086 | ROAD Crop Mark (Includes Soil Mark)
HERABER | NO88NEOO87 | GLEN URY Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NE0104 | URY HOUSE Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NE0129 | COWIE LINE Earthwork
HERABER | NO88NEO130 | COWIE LINE Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88SNEO115 | MAINS OF COWIE Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NEO116 | NEW MAINS OF URY Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NE0O117 | NEW MAINS OF URY Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NEO113 | URY HOUSE Crop Mark (Includes Soil Mark)
HERABER | NO88NEO134 | URY ESTATE Findspot
HERABER | NO88NEO135 | URY ESTATE Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NEO107 | MEGRAY Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NE0O131 | COWIE LINE Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NEO093 | MACKIE ACADEMY Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NEOOO5 | FETTERESSO GLEBE Documentary Record Only
HERABER | NO88NE0O010 | GLEN URY Findspot
THE GLEBE,
HERABER | NO88BNEOO63 | STONEHAVEN Documentary Record Only
HERABER | NO88NEOO69 | OLD STONEHAVEN Documentary Record Only
HERABER | NO88NEOO70 | GLEN URY Documentary Record Only
HERABER | NO88SNE0O083 | ST KIERAN'S WELL Standing Structure
HERABER | NO88NEO141 | THE HEUGH Standing Structure
ABERDEEN WESTERN
HERABER | NO89SE0O089 | PERIPHERAL... Documentary Record Only
Cowie Line, pill boxes &
anti-tank blocks 200m
SW-275m SE of Ury
HSSM 3542 | House Scheduled Monument
COUNTRY HOUSE. ALTNAME = OLD
HOUSE OF URY, URIE, URY HOUSE
RCAHMS 36912 | URY HOUSE ESTATE, URY HOUSE POLICIES
PLANTATION BANK. ALTNAME = SOUTH
LODGE, SLUG ROAD, URY HOUSE
RCAHMS 36926 | MACKIE ACADEMY POLICIES
RCAHMS 36928 | URY BRIDGE ROAD BRIDGE
FETTERESSO GLEBE,
RCAHMS 36931 | ARDUTHIE CAIRN
STONEHAVEN, 18 BATH
RCAHMS 36932 | STREET, TUDOR LODGE VILLA (20TH CENTURY)
GLENURY ROYAL DISTILLERY. ALTNAME = STONEHAVEN,
RCAHMS 36943 | DISTILLERY ROYAL GLENURY DISTILLERY
RAILWAY VIADUCT. ALTNAME =
RCAHMS 36945 | GLENURY VIADUCT STONEHAVEN VIADUCT, COWIE WATER
FETTERESSO GLEBE, EARTHWORK, TEMPORARY CAMP
RCAHMS 36955 | ARDUTHIE (ROMAN)(POSSIBLE)
RCAHMS 36889 | GLEN URY EWER (BRONZE)
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STONEHAVEN, ST

FOUNTAIN, HOLY WELL. ALTNAME = ST

RCAHMS 36895 | KIERAN'S WELL CIARAN'S WELL
MAINS OF COWIE FARMHOUSE. ALTNAME = THE WHITE
RCAHMS 80425 | FARMHOUSE HOUSE OF COWIE, CANDIDA CASA
CLEARANCE CAIRN(S), HUT CIRCLE(S)
RCAHMS 75011 | GLEN URY (POSSIBLE)
FLAX MILL, GRAIN MILL, LADE, WEIR(S).
STONEHAVEN, COWIE ALTNAME = COWIE MILLS, MILL OF
RCAHMS 77785 | MILL COWIE, COWIE WATER, BAIRD PARK
STONEHAVEN, COWIE
RCAHMS 77786 | MILL HOUSE HOUSE. ALTNAME = MILLER'S COTTAGE
STONEHAVEN, SLUG
RCAHMS 107395 | ROAD, MACKIE ACADEMY | SCHOOL
MILITARY INSTALLATION(S) (20TH
CENTURY). ALTNAME = COWIE STOP
RCAHMS 114863 | URY HOUSE LINE
URY HOUSE, SOUTH GATE LODGE, GATE PIER(S), WALL.
RCAHMS 118785 | LODGE ALTNAME = SLUG ROAD
URY HOUSE, NEW MAINS
RCAHMS 118789 | OF URY FARMHOUSE, FARMSTEAD
URY HOUSE, NEW MAINS
RCAHMS 118792 | OF URY COTTAGES COTTAGE
STONEHAVEN, BATH
STREET, FETTERESSO
RCAHMS 183759 | PARISH CHURCH CHURCH
STONEHAVEN, 1-5 BAIRD
RCAHMS 185044 | TERRACE TERM PENDING
STONEHAVEN, 2-4 BAIRD
RCAHMS 185045 | STREET TERM PENDING
STONEHAVEN, 20 BATH
RCAHMS 185070 | STREET TERM PENDING
STONEHAVEN, 47 SLUG
RCAHMS 185978 | ROAD, KIRK COTTAGE COTTAGE
STONEHAVEN,
WESTFIELD ROAD, HOTEL. ALTNAME = BATH ROAD, SLUG
RCAHMS 185072 | HEUGH HOTEL ROAD
STONEHAVEN, 22 BATH
RCAHMS 185073 | STREET, MAXIEBURN TERM PENDING
STONEHAVEN, GLENURY | PILLBOX (20TH CENTURY). ALTNAME =
RCAHMS 204698 | ROYAL DISTILLERY COWIE STOP LINE
MAINS OF COWIE
RCAHMS 229985 | STEADING FARMSTEAD
URY HOUSE, TERRACE
RCAHMS 244128 | WALLS WALL
PILLBOX (20TH CENTURY). ALTNAME =
RCAHMS 246697 | URY HOUSE COWIE STOP LINE
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URY HOUSE, COWIE PILLBOX (20TH CENTURY). ALTNAME =
RCAHMS 246698 | WATER COWIE STOP LINE

URY HOUSE, COWIE ANTI TANK BLOCKS (20TH CENTURY).
RCAHMS 246699 | WATER ALTNAME = COWIE STOP LINE

URY HOUSE, BRIDGE
RCAHMS 267357 | OVER URY BURN ROAD BRIDGE
RCAHMS 267358 | URY HOUSE, ICE-HOUSE ICEHOUSE

URY HOUSE, NEW

LODGE, BOUNDARY BOUNDARY WALL(S), GATE PIER(S).
RCAHMS 267371 | WALLS AND GATE-PIERS | ALTNAME = SLUG ROAD

URY HOUSE, COWIE ROAD BLOCK (20TH CENTURY). ALTNAME
RCAHMS 273216 | WATER = COWIE STOP LINE, URY HOUSE

GLEN URY, SAND AND
RCAHMS 276607 | GRAVEL PIT GRAVEL PIT

GLEN URY, SAND AND
RCAHMS 292357 | GRAVEL PIT SAND AND GRAVEL WORKINGS

APPENDIX 4 MAPS
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]Ilus 6 Pont map of Lower Deeside 1583-96 showing ‘Kowy’ (centre) but no reference to Ury
(copyright National Library of Scotland).
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lllus 7 Robert Gordon showing Urie (circled in red) , A map of Eastern Scotland, including basins of
Rivers Don, Dee, Tay, Forth, and Tweed imprint ¢ 1636-52 (copyright National Library of Scotland).

Illus 8 Blaeu 1654 with ‘Urie’ (circled in red). Duo Vicecomitatus Aberdonia & Banfia, una cum
Regionibus & terrarum tractibus sub iis comprehensis / Auctore Roberto Gordonio a Straloch.

Description of the two Shyres Aberdene and Banf (copyright National Library of Scotland).

- &
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IIIus 9 James Robertson Topographical and military map of the counties f Aberdeen Banff and
Kincardine 1822 showing Ury House and area of site in red (copyright National Library of Scotland).

IIIus 10 Flrst Ed|t|on OS map W|th S|te outlmed in red Klncardlne Sheet XII. 15 (Comblned)
Survey date: 1865 Publication date: 1868. (copyright National Library of Scotland).
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lllus 11 Second Edition OS map with site outlined in red. Kincardineshire, Sheet 015.12
Publication date: 1903 Revised: ca. 1902 (copyright National Library of Scotland).
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lllus 12 Third Edition OS map with site outlined in red. Kincardineshire, Sheet 015.12

Publication date: 1924 Revised: ca. 1923 Levelled: 1902 (copyright National Library of Scotland).
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