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SUMMARY 
 
A Level 1 standing building survey was carried out on 11 September 2014. Several phases 
of buildings have been identified.  It is recommended that no further archaeological work is 
required during the current planning application. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 The site (Illus 1) is located on the NE side of the B9001 between Inverurie and Daviot. 

It is centred on NGR NJ 7625 2555, at 90-100 m OD. 

1.2 The work was commissioned by Ian Duncan, Ian Duncan Architects for CR and KD 
Marshall. Aberdeenshire Council planning application 2013/1009 for conversion of the 
steading to form six dwellinghouses (Illus 2) was passed on 17.12.13 with archaeology 
condition (condition 3) for Level 1 standing building survey. 

1.3 All the archaeological work will be carried out in the context of Scottish Planning 
Policy (SPP) Planning Advice Note (PAN 2/2011) and Scottish Historic Environment 
Policy (SHEP), which state that archaeological remains should be regarded as part of 
the environment to be protected and managed.  

 

 
Illus 1 Location plan (Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database 
right 2014) 
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Illus 2 Site plan showing development site in red (copyright Ian Duncan Architects) 
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Illus 3 Plan showing features recorded in this survey (copyright Ian Duncan Architects) 

2 THE LEVEL 1 STANDING BUILDING SURVEY 

 
The standing building survey was carried out on 11 September 2014; the weather was bright 
and sunny.  A photographic record was made of the buildings and the plans and elevations 
supplied by Ian Duncan Architects were annotated.  The stone buildings are all constructed 
of large granite fieldstones with granite quoins, sills and lintels. Hillhead of Lethenty 
(NJ72NE 174) is a 19th-century farmstead. 
 

Rooms 1 and 2 

Rooms 1 and 2 are in poor condition with limited access to the interior.  They are 13.6m long 
and 5.7m wide.  They formed a separate building on the First Edition OS map (Illus 14). 
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They have two large cart doors 2.3m wide and 2.2m high (Doors D3 and D4). Room 1 was 
probably a bothy for the 19th-century farm and Room 2 the cartshed.   
 

 
 
Illus 4 Room 1 (right) and Room 2 (left) with cart doors; facing NW 

 

 
Illus 5 Stone alcove in NE wall Room 2 
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Room 3 

 
The cottage (Room 3) is 12m long and 6.4m wide and constructed of large granite blocks 
with cherry cocking.  It has been rebuilt since the Second Ordnance Survey maps when a 
small building was located at the SW corner of the farm, not attached to the adjacent 
cartshed.   
 

 
 
Illus 6 The cottage (Room 3); facing NE 

Room 4 

This is a modern wooden shed 

Room 5 

This forms the SW side of the open courtyard and is in a poor state of preservation. A horse 
mill was sited on the SW side of this building on the First Edition OS map and there is now 
no trace of this mill. 

Room 6 

Room 6 is a stone lean-to shed 5m long and 2.6m wide on the SW side of R8. It was built on 
the site of a larger building which itself had been built on the location of the horse mill. 

Room 7 

Room 7 is a long steading which has been converted for animal use and is overgrown and in 
poor condition. The gable is 7.8m wide and there are doors in each gable and access to the 
courtyard in the south wall and access to the mill Room 9 through the north wall. 

Room 8 

Room 8 is a modern building. 
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Illus 7 Lean-to shed Room 6; facing SE 

Rooms 9 and 10 The Mill 

Room 9 (ground floor) and Room 10 (upper floor) formed the mill of the farmer farm complex 
on the 2nd Edition OS map when a horse mill was sited on the NE side of the building.  The 
upper floor is inaccessible due to the poor condition of the wooden floor.  The ground floor 
room has a metal grain chute (F3) and a wooden chute (F4).  The NE wall has a concrete 
and wood grain chute (F2), 0.18 x 0.18m in size and a fitting (F1) which consists of a section 
of concreted stone wall with two square concrete apertures 0.2 x 0.2m in size. 
 

 
Illus 8 Mill building rooms 9 and 10; NE wall facing SW 
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Illus 9 Metal grain chute F3; facing SW 

 

 
Illus 10 Grain chute F2; facing SW 
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Room 11 

This is a modern concrete shed at the north of the complex. 
 

Room 12 

Room 12 is in poor condition and forms the NE arm of the C-shaped steading dating to 
before the First edition OS map and forms the NE side of the open courtyard.  It is 10.8m 
long and 5.3m wide and constructed of large granite fieldstones the granite lintels and 
quoins.  Window 11 in the SE gable has been converted from an upper door using a granite 
lintel and as a result there is a large crack down this wall.  There are large stone foundation 
stones exposed at the SE corner of this building (Illus 11). 
 

 
Illus 11 Room 12; facing NW 
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Illus 12 Annotated elevations (copyright Ian Duncan Architects) 
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Illus 13 Annotated elevations (copyright Ian Duncan Architects) 

3 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
A Level 1 standing building survey was carried out on 11 September 2014. Several phases 
of buildings have been identified.  In Phase 1 there is a C-shaped steading with a horse mill 
on the SW side; several buildings seen on the First Edition OS map including the horse mill 
have been demolished.  In the second phase mill building (Rooms 9 and 10) were built on 
the north of the C-shaped steading and a horse mill constructed on the NE side of this 
building. It is recommended that no further archaeological work is required during this 
planning application. 

 
Illus 14 Phase plan showing First and Second Edition OS maps (copyright National 
Library of Scotland) and 2014 plan (copyright Ian Duncan Architects) 
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APPENDIX 1 FEATURES RECORDED IN THIS SURVEY 

 

Feature Description Phase 

D1 Door in SE façade Room 1  

D2 Door in SE façade Room 1  

D3 Large cart door in SE façade Room 2  

D4 Large cart door in SE façade Room 2  

D5 Cart Door in SE façade Room 3  

D6 Door in SE façade Room 3  

D7 Small door in SE wall lean-to shed Room 6  

D8 Door in NE wall Room 9  

D9 Door in NE gable Room 7  

D10 Door in SW wall Room 9 between R9 and Room 8  

D11 Room in upper floor Room 10 NW gable  

D12 Room in lower floor Room 9 SE gable  

D13 Door in SW wall Room 12  

D14 Door in centre of SE wall Room 7  

W1 Window in SE façade Room 1  

W2 Window in SE façade Room 3  

W3 Window in SE façade Room 3  

W4 Window in NW wall Room 2  

W5 Window in NW wall Room 3  

W6 Small window in SW wall lean-to shed Room 6  

W7 Window in NE wall Room 9  

W8 Upper window SE gable Room 10  

W9 Aperture probably former window blocked in SW wall Room 9  

W10 Aperture probably former window blocked in SW wall Room 9  

W11 Upper window gable SE end Room 12  

W12 Window in SW wall Room 12  

W13 
Window in SW wall Room 12; partially obscured but probably was 
a window  

W14 Upper window NE gable Room 1  

F1 
Two square sockets set within stone plinth; associated with mill? 
0.2 x 0.2m in NW wall Room 9  

F2 
0.18 x 0.18m concrete setting with wooden chute in NW wall Room 
9  

F3 Metal grain chute Room R9  

F4 Wooden slatted grain chute Room R9  

F5 Small square aperture in SW wall Room R12  
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APPENDIX 2 PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
 

 
 

Photo no Description Facing Camera 
point 

DSC0319-323 South façade WNW 1 

DSC0324-328 South façade WNW 2 

DSC0329-333 South façade NW 2a 

DSC0334-338 South façade Room 1 (right) Room 2 
(left) 

NW 3 

DSC0339-343 South façade SE corner with W1 NW 4 

DSC0344-345 South façade W1 NW 4 

DSC0346-348 South façade D1 NW 5 

DSC0349-352 South façade D3 (left) D2 (right) NW 6 

DSC0353-356 South façade D3  NW 6 
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DSC0357-360 South façade D4 (centre) NW 7 

DSC0361-362 Room R1 interior overgrown NNW 8 

DSC0363 Room R1 interior overgrown NW 8 

DSC0364 West wall Room R1 NW 8 

DSC0365-368 South façade D3 (right) D4 (left) NW 9 

DSC0369-372 South façade D4 (right) D5 (left) NW 10 

DSC0373-378 Room 2 west interior gable WNW 11 

DSC0379-388 Room 2 north wall interior with W4 
(centre) 

NW 12/13 

DSC0389-393 Room 2 east wall NW 15 

DSC0394-399 Room 2 east wall detail of small 
window/cupboard 

NE 11 

DSC0400-402 Room 2 interior D3 and D4 SE 15 

DSC0403-404 Room 2 interior lintel D4 SE 15 

DSC0405 Room 2 SW corner interior SE 15 

DSC0406 Room 2 interior lintel above D3/D4 SE 15 

DSC0407 Room 2 interior lintel above D3/D4 SE 15 

DSC0408 Room 2 interior lintel above D3/D4 SE 15 

DSC0409-410 Room 2 Se corner interior SE 12 

DSC0411-415 Room 2 pillar between D3 and D4 SW 11 

DSC0416-420 Room 3 south façade NW 17 

DSC0421 Room 3 south façade D5 NW 18 

DSC0422 Room 3 interior NE gable interior NE 19 

DSC0423 Room 3 interior NE gable interior NE 19 

DSC0424 Room 3 interior NE gable interior NNW 19 

DSC0425 Room 3 interior north wall east end W5 NW 21 

DSC0426 Room 3 interior north wall east end W5 NW 21 

DSC0427 Room 3 interior north wall east end W5 NW 21 

DSC0428 Room 3 interior wooden partition SSW 21 

DSC0429 Room 3 interior wooden partition SSW 21 

DSC0430 Room 3 interior D5 SE 21 

DSC0431 Room 3 interior south wall W2, D6, W3 SSW 22 

DSC0432 Room 3 interior west gable SW 22 

DSC0433 Room 3 interior west gable SW 22 

DSC0434 Room 3 north wall east end NW 22 

DSC0435 Room 3 interior south wall W2, D6, W3 ESE 23 

DSC0436 Room 3 north wall east end NW 22 

DSC0437 Room 3 north wall west end NW 24 

DSC0438 Room 3 roof   

DSC0439 Room 3 roof   

DSC0440 Room 3  NE 24 

DSC0441 Room 3  NE 24 

DSC0442-451 Room 3 south façade W2 centre NW 25 

DSC0452-456 D6 NW 26 

DSC0457-461 W3 NW 27 

DSC0462-471 South façade (right) with Room 3 (centre) NE 28 

DSC0472-476 Room 3 SW gable NE 29 

DSC0477-478 Room 4 NE 30 
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DSC0479 Room 4 interior ESE 31 

DSC0480 Room 4 interior NNE 32 

DSC0481-85 Room 6 lean-to south wall with D7 NW 32A 

DSC0487 Room 6 lean-to interior SW wall NW 33 

DSC0488 Room 6 lean-to interior NW wall NNW 33 

DSC0489 Room 6 lean-to interior NE wall N 33 

DSC0490 Room 6 lean-to interior small window W6 SW 34 

DSC0491 Room 6 lean-to interior small window W6 SW 34 

DSC0492 Room 6 lean-to interior SE wall with D7 SE 34 

DSC0493 Room 6 lean-to interior SE wall with D7 SE 34 

DSC0494-97 Room 6 lean-to SW wall with W6 (left) NE 35 

DSC0498-501 Room 6 lean-to  ESE 36 

DSC0502 Room 6 lean-to W6 NE 37 

DSC0503 Room 8 exterior SE wall NW 37 

DSC0504-508 Room 5 exterior SW wall between R6 
and R8 

NE 39 

DSC0509-513 Farm general view SE 41 

DSC0514-518 Room 8 SW exterior NE 40 

DSC0519-523 SW gable Room 7 (above) NE 41a 

DSC0524-528 Farm from NW SE 41 

DSC0529-533 N wall room 8 SSE 42 

DSC0534-535 N wall room 11 SSE 43 

DSC0536-537 N wall room 11 SSE 43 

DSC0538-563 Dutch barn (outwith this development) E 43/44/4
5 

DSC0564-570 Wall Se of Dutch Barn NNW 45 

DSC0571-572 N wall room 11 SW 45 

DSC0573-574 Room 11 ENE 46 

DSC0575 NW gable Room 10 (upper floor) Door 
D11 

SE 46 

DSC0576-587 NW gable Room 10 (upper floor) Door 
D11 

SE 47/48 

DSC0588 Interior room 10 ESE 49 

DSC0589 Interior room 10 E 49 

DSC0590 Interior room 10 ESE 49 

DSC0591 Interior room 10 SE 49 

DSC0592 Interior room 10 SSE 49 

DSC0593 Interior room 10 SE 49 

DSC0594 Interior room 10 ESE 49 

DSC0595 Interior room 10 SE 49 

DSC0596 Interior room 10 SE 49 

DSC0597 NE gable Room 7 SSE 50 

DSC0598 View to SSE SSE 50 

DSC0599-602 NE wall Room 10/9 SW 50 

DSC0603-606 NE gable Room 7 S 50 

DSC0607-611 N wall Room 7 SE 51 

DSC0612-616 NE wall Room 10 (above) Room 9 
(below) 

SW 51 
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DSC0617 NE wall Room 9 apertures F1 (left) and 
Window W7 (right) 

SW 52 

DSC0618 Door NE wall Room 9 Door D8 SW 52 

DSC0619-624 Apertures F1 SW 52 

DSC0625-626 NE wall Room 9 apertures F1 (left) and 
Window W7 (right) 

NW 53 

DSC0627-631 Door NE wall Room 9 Door D8 SW 53 

DSC0632-641 NE wall Room 9 grain chute F2 SW 55 

DSC0642-648 NE wall gable Room 7 SW 56 

DSC0649-653 NE wall gable Room 7 Door D9 SW 57 

DSC0654 Room 7 interior converted for cattle and 
overgrown 

SW 58 

DSC0655 Room 7 interior converted for cattle and 
overgrown 

SW 58 

DSC0656 Room 7 interior converted for cattle and 
overgrown 

SSW 58 

DSC0657 Room 7 interior converted for cattle and 
overgrown 

WSW 58 

DSC0658-63 SE gable Room 10 Window W8 NW 60 

DSC0664 Room 7 NE gable interior NE 60 

DSC0665 Room 7 SW end showing SW gable and 
overgrown interior 

SW 60 

DSC0666 Room 7 SW end showing SW gable and 
overgrown interior 

SW 60 

DSC0667 Room 9 interior metal grain chute F3 NW 61 

DSC0668 Room 9 interior SW wall south end Door 
D10 (left) 

WNW 61 

DSC0669 Room 9 interior SW wall south end Door 
D10 (left) detail of bakelite electric fittings 

WSW 62 

DSC0670 Room 9 interior grain chute (centre) Door 
10 (centre left) and Door 12 (left) 

SW 62 

DSC0671 Room 9 interior Door D12 (right) and wooden stairs to Room 
10 above 

DSC0672 Room 9 interior D12 interior SE 63 

DSC0674 Room 9 interior partition  NW 62 

DSC0675 Room 9 interior partition  NW 62 

DSC0676 Room 9 NW wall NW 63 

DSC0677 Room 9 NE wall Door D8 (right) NE 64 

DSC0678 Room 9 NE wall Door D8 (centre) ENE 64 

DSC0679 Room 9 wooden grain chute F4 (right) SE 65 

DSC0680 Room 9 wooden grain chute F4 SW 64 

DSC0681 Room 9 wooden grain chute F4 SSW 65A 

DSC0682 Room 9 wooden grain chute F4 SSW 65A 

DSC0683 Room 9 wooden grain chute F4 SE 64 

DSC0684 Room 9 Door D10 SW 62 

DSC0685 Room R8 NE wall (formed by SW 
exterior Room 9) 

NE 67 

DSC0686 Room R8 NE wall (formed by SW 
exterior Room 9) NW end 

NE 67A 

DSC0687-88 Room R8 NE wall (formed by SW 
exterior Room 9) SE end W9 (left) W10 

NE 69 
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(right) modern infilled aperture above; 
Door D10 (right) 

DSC0689-95 Room 8 SE wall formed by NW exterior 
Room 7 

SE 67A 

DSC0696 Room 8 SE wall formed by NW exterior Room 7 
NE end 

68 

DSC0697 Room 8 SE wall formed by NW exterior Room 7 
centre 

69 

DSC0698 Room 8 SE wall formed by NW exterior Room 7 
SW end 

70 

DSC0699-700 SW wall Room 12 E 71 

DSC0701 NW wall Room 1 SE 71 

DSC0702-3 NE wall Room 4/5 SSW 71 

DSC0704 SW wall Room 12 (left) N wall Room 1 
(right) 

ESE 71 

DSC0705 SW wall Room 12 E 71 

DSC0706-712 NE gable Room 7 inerior with Door 9 NE 58 

DSC0713 NE wall Room 12 SW 72 

DSC0714-719 NE wall Room 12 WSW 73 

DSC0720-29 Room 12 (right) Room 1 (left) WSW 74 

DSC0730-31 Room 1 SE corner WNW 74 

DSC0732 Room 1 SE corner W 75 

DSC0733 Room 1 SE corner W 75 

DSC0734-43 Room 12 SE gable with window W11 
(above) 

NW 76 

DSC0744-48 Room 12 SW wall W13 (Left) W12, F5, 
D13 (right) 

NE 77 

DSC0749-54 Room 12 SW wall Door D13 (right) F5 
(left) 

NE 77 

DSC0755 Door D13 NE 78 

DSC0756 F5 NE 79 

DSC0757 W12 NE 80 

DSC0758 ?W13 NE 81 

DSC0759 Stone roofing   

DSC0760 Wooden trough   

DSC0761-67 SE wall Room 7 with SE gable Room 10 
(centre) 

NW 83 

DSC0768-73 NE wall Room 5 forming SW side of 
courtyard 

SW 77 

DSC0774-76 Junction Room 3 and Room 4 forming 
SW corner of external courtyard 

S 85 

DSC0777 Door D14 with W8 above NW 71A 

DSC0778 NE wall room 4 (left) and NE wall Room 
5 (right) 

SW 77 

DSC0779 SW wall Room 12 NE 85 

DSC0780-89 NW wall Room 3 with Window W5 
exterior 

SSE 85 

DSC0790 NW wall Room 3 with Window W5 
exterior and NW wall Room 2 (left) 

SE 85 

DSC0791 NW wall Room 2  SE 84 

DSC0792-97 NW wall Room 2 (right) and Room 1 (left) SE 83 

DSC0798-99 NW wall Room 1  ESE 83 
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DSC0800-809 NW gable Room 1 with Window W14 
above 

SW 86 
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