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SUMMARY 
 
A watching brief took place between 5 January and 24 February 2015; all soil stripping was 
observed.  One post-hole structure (Structure 1) was identified; it was cleaned and recorded 
and left in situ.  Rig and furrow was recorded over much of the east of the site.  The soil strip is 
now complete and it has been agreed with Aberdeenshire Archaeology that no further 
archaeological work is required during the current development.  
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1 INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 The site is located on the north side of the A96 between Chapel Works, 

Stoneywood and the Mill of Craibstone (Illus 1). It is in the parish of Newhills 
centred on NJ 87062 11334 and at 75-110m OD.   

1.2 Rayden Engineering are carrying out replacement gas main works prior to the 
construction of the Aberdeen Western Peripheral Route (Illus 2) and an 
archaeological watching brief was required during the soil strip for the works. The 
work was commissioned by Stephen Nazer, Rayden for client Scotland Gas 
Networks. 

 

 
Illus 1 Location plan (Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 2015) 
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Illus 2 Proposed gas main (in red) (copyright Capita) 

2 ARCHAEOLOGICAL BACKGROUND 
 
2.1 There is one Scheduled Ancient monument within 1km of the proposed gas main 

replacement.  St Mary's Chapel and graveyard lies on the south side of the A96 
c200m south of the proposed works.  The monument comprises the remains of a 
14th-century chapel and graveyard, visible as upstanding remains. The monument is 
situated on a moderate S-facing slope, enclosed by a 19th-century stone wall. The 
chapel at Newhills, dedicated to the Virgin Mary and later known as 'St Mary's of 
Stoneywood', was ordered to be completed in 1367 and was last mentioned in 1649, 
when the Kirk Session of St Machar's prohibited further burials within the churchyard. 
However, there is documentary evidence that the site continued in use as a burial 
place in the 17th century and down into the 20th century. A low, turf-covered 
foundation, rectangular in shape, which reputedly represents the remains of the 
chapel, measures 10.6 x 6m and stands up to 0.4m high. A 2.8m square grave 
marker is attached to the E end, with a central grave slab and an illegible inscription. 
The N wall of the chapel is less well-preserved than the other three walls, but there is 
a possible entrance in the NW corner. Today thirteen memorials or grave markers 
are visible, most of 19th- to early 20th-century date. Three are placed in the chapel at 
the W end, backed against the inner face of the W wall. Four others are aligned with 
and immediately E of the chapel. A mausoleum is situated against the centre of the 
W graveyard wall, with a further three grave slabs just to the N. It is highly likely that 
a large number of unmarked earlier graves are also present in the graveyard. A well, 
reportedly with medicinal properties, is located towards the SW corner of the 
churchyard. In 1966 the Ordnance Survey reported that the well is enclosed by dry-
stone walling, measuring 2m x 1.2m x 1.2m maximum height on the N side. 
Exploratory excavations in 2003 and 2004 revealed a two-phase sub-oval feature, 
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with maximum dimensions of 2.44 by 0.94m, bounded by dry stone walling, enclosing 
the site of a spring. The N part of the enclosing wall (or well-head) was built first; and 
the S part, which included some mortar-bonded stones, was added possibly as late 
as the 19th century, when the feature may have functioned as a trough or bath. The 
water table was reached at a depth of 0.5m. The monument is of national importance 
because of its potential to contribute to an understanding of medieval ecclesiastical 
architecture, organisation and burial practices.  The monument is recorded by 
RCAHMS as NJ81SE 10. The well is recorded by RCAHMS as NJ81SE 8 (Historic 
Scotland Scheduling online).  This building will not be affected by the proposed works 
as the chapel is screened by trees and the A96 from the proposed works. 

 
  
2.2 There are two Listed Buildings within 1km of the proposed development.  Chapel of 

Stoneywood graveyard is Listed Category C (see 2.1 above) and Walton Farmhouse 
is Listed Category C; Walton Farm is a late 18th-century experimental farm 
(MacRobert experimental farm).  This building will not be directly affected by the 
proposed works. 

 
2.3 Headland Archaeology carried out extensive geophysical survey, trial trenching and 

excavation along the line of the Western Peripheral Route (NJ81SE 196).  
Archaeological deposits from multiple periods were encountered (Headland 
Archaeology forthcoming a). 

  
 
2.4 Headland Archaeology also carried out excavations at the Aberdeen Park and Ride, 

where extensive and well-preserved prehistoric remains were uncovered (Headland 
Archaeology forthcoming b).   

 
2.5 The proposed site runs through several agricultural fields which have been in 

agricultural use since at least the mid 19th century (see Appendix 2).  No other 
archaeological sites are known within this land parcel. 

 
2.6  Aerial photographs reveal no definite archaeological sites within the area of the 

proposed gas main (Appendix 2). 
 

3 THE WATCHING BRIEF 
 
3.1 A watching brief took place between 5 January and 24 February 2015; all soil stripping was 

observed (Illus 3).   
 
3.2 One post-hole structure was identified (Illus 4).  It was poorly preserved but consisted of 

eight post-holes with an off-centre pit filled with large stones (F6). The south of the structure 
appeared to have been ploughed out and two plough marks (F10 and F11) were recorded.  
The post-holes were filled with burnt loam and charcoal (see Appendix 3).  No finds were 
recovered whilst cleaning these remains.  The feature is to be covered and retained in situ 
during these gas mains works.   

 
3.3 Rig and furrow 1-1.2m wide and 8-9m apart running NW-SE (Illus 5) was recorded over 

much of the east of the site (Illus 3).  One foot from a late medieval vessel (SF1; Illus 6) was 
found whilst cleaning a furrow east of Walton Farm. 
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Illus 3 Plan showing watching brief areas and main features (from copyright Capita) 

 

 
Illus 4 Structure 1 



Gas main replacement, AWPR, Craibstone, Aberdeen CA214-2014 Cameron Archaeology Ltd 7 

 

 
Illus 5 Rig and furrow recorded during the watching brief 

 

Illus 6 Foot from late medieval vessel, SF1 (left interior, middle bottom of foot, right side 
view) 
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APPENDIX 1 PHOTOGRAPHS 
 
1 – View of wildlife near Walton Farm. 

2 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing W. 

3 – View of dyke by Walton Road facing SE. 

4 – View of dyke by Walton Road facing SW. 

5 – View of ground south of dyke facing E. 

6 – View of ground south of dyke facing E. 

7 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing E. 

8 – View of ground south of dyke facing N. 

9 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing NE. 

10 – View of ground south of dyke facing S. 

11 – View of medieval furrow – scale 1m. 

12 – View of medieval furrow – scale 1m. 

13 – View of ground south of dyke facing S. 

14 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing E. 

15 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing E. 

16 – View of ground south of dyke facing SE. 

17 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing NW. 

18 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing NE. 

19 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing W. 

20 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing E. 

21 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing N. 

22 – View of ground E of Walton Farm facing N. 

23 – View of ground W side of development facing W. 

24 – View of site of hut circle facing E. 

25 – View of site of hut circle facing W. 

26 – View of site facing SW. 

27 – View of ground W side of development facing NE. 

28 – View of ground W side of development facing N. 

29 – View of ground W of SAC facing NW. 

30 – View of access road by SAC facing E. 

31 – View of ground W of SAC facing W. 

32 – View of access road by SAC facing W. 

33 – View of ground W side of development facing SE. 

34 – View of ground W side of development facing E. 

35 – View of ground W side of development facing E. 

36 – View of ground W side of development facing W. 

37 – View of ground W side of development facing N. 

38 – View of ground W side of development facing E. 

39 – View of ground W side of development facing N. 

40 – View of ground W side of development facing N. 

41 – View of ground W side of development facing NE. 

42 – View of ground W side of development facing W. 

43 – View of access road by SAC facing NE. 

44 – View of ground W side of development facing N. 

45 – View of field drain ground W side of development facing NE. 

46 – View of dyke by Walton Road facing NE. 

47 – View of dyke by Walton Road facing N. 

48 – View of dyke by Walton Road facing NE. 

49 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

50 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

51 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

52 – View of ground W of SAC facing SW. 

53 – View of ground W of SAC facing N. 

54 – View of dyke E of Walton Farm facing NW. 
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55 – View of dyke E of Walton Farm facing N. 

56 – View of dyke E of Walton Farm facing N. 

57 – View of ground W of SAC facing W. 

58 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

59 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

60 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

61 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing NW. 

62 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

63 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing W. 

64 – View of field drain N end of site facing NW. 

65 – View of ground W of SAC facing W. 

66 – View of ground W of SAC facing NW. 

67 – View of ground W of SAC facing NW. 

68 – View of ground W of SAC facing E. 

69 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

70 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

71 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing SE. 

72 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

73 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

74 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

75 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing N. 

76 – View of ground N of Walton Farm facing SE. 

 

Photo no Description Facing 

DSC_0125-281 Soil strip compound at west of site   

DSC_0282-367 Soil strip west of Walton Farm   

DSC_0368-399 (14) Soil strip south of Walton Farm   

DSC_0399 (15)-882 Structure 1   

DSC_0853-54 F10   

DSC_0855-57 F11 N 

DSC_0859 F1 W 

DSC_0861 F2 W 

DSC_0863-64 F3 and F4 W 

DSC_0866-67 F5 W 

DSC_0869 F7 W 

DSC_0871 F8 W 

DSC_0873 F9 W 

DSC_0920-931 SF1 foot of late medieval tripod vessel   

DSCF7177-7414 Watching brief photos  
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APPENDIX 2 MAPS AND AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHS 
 

 

 
Illus 3 First Edition OS map with route of proposed gas main in red (copyright National Library of 

Scotland) Aberdeen Sheet LXV.16 (Combined) Survey date: 1865   Publication date: 1869 

 



Gas main replacement, AWPR, Craibstone, Aberdeen CA214-2014 Cameron Archaeology Ltd 24 

 

 
Illus 4 1941 vertical aerial photograph showing proposed gas main replacement in red 

(copyright RCAHMS NCAP) 

APPENDIX 3 FEATURES  
 

Feature no Description Size 

F1 Circular post hole filled with black loam and 
charcoal 

70cm diameter 

F2 Circular post hole filled with black loam and charcoal 70cm diameter 

F3 Small circular post-hole/stake hole filled with black 
loam and charcoal 

20cm diameter 

F4 Small circular post-hole/stake hole filled with black 
loam and charcoal 

20 x 30cm 

F5 Sub oval ?post-hole/pit filled with black loam and 
charcoal 

40cm diameter 

F6 Pit filled with dark grey loam and large stones 1.1m wide, 2.2m long 

F7 Sub oval post-hole filled with black loam and charcoal 70 x 35cm 

F8 Sub oval post-hole filled with black loam and charcoal 1m x 60cm 

F9 Small circular post-hole Sub oval 40 x 60cm 

F10 N-S modern plough mark filled with dark grey sandy 
loam 

20-25cm wide 

F11 N-S modern plough mark filled with dark grey sandy 
loam 

20cm wide 

1 Dark grey sandy loam topsoil  20-30cm deep 

2 Dark grey sandy loam; disturbance from stones being 
dragged by plough? 

- 

 


