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SUMMARY 
 
 
A Level 1 standing building survey was carried out on 17 June 2021; the weather was warm 
and sunny.  Six main phases of development of the building were recorded. Prior to the 1st 
Edition OS the buildings consisted of an L-shaped range in the N and W and a stand alone 
building in the SE; parts of all these buildings survive (although some are inaccessible) and 
in Phase 2 (prior to the 2nd Edition OS) a U-shaped range with opening into courtyard at the 
S was created using the existing buildings. In Phase 3, probably in the late 19th century a 
bothy and workshop were added in stone in the SW and in the mid 20th century a concrete 
structure was built in the NW using one of the walls of the Phase 1 W range; at this time the 
W end of the N range was demolished to allow access into the courtyard from the N. Later 
tanks were built to the E and a Dutch barn added into the E side of the courtyard. 
 
Building 2 appears to have been used mainly used to process and store grain and has been 
associated with Little Mill of Esslemont just to the SW on the opposite side of the Bronie 
Burn. Building 1 has been domestic, workshop and animal use. 
 
It is recommended that no further archaeological work is required during the current planning 
application. 
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1 INTRODUCTION 

 
1.1 The site (Illus 1) is located on the S side of the A920 between Pitmedden and Ellon, 

NW of the Mill of Esslemont and on the NW side of the Bronie Burn.  It is centred on 
NGR NJ9252528939, at 25-30m OD (Illus 1) and in the parish of Ellon. 

1.2 The work was commissioned by Cairnrowan Custom Homes Ltd. A planning 
application APP/2021/0271 was approved on 14.5.21 with a requirement for this Level 
1 standing building survey. 

1.3 All the archaeological work was carried out in the context of Scottish Planning Policy 
(SPP) Planning Advice Note (PAN 2/2011) and Historic Environment Policy Scotland 
Statement (HEPS), which state that archaeological remains should be regarded as 
part of the environment to be protected and managed.  

 

 
Illus 1 Location plan (Contains Ordnance Survey data © Crown copyright and database right 
2021) 
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2 BACKGROUND 

 
This steading is included in Little Mill of Esslemont (HER NJ92NW0019) which is a mill and 
steading, still in use, with the B-listed mill built in the early to mid 19th century. The building 
is an L-shaped steading with ancillary building on the 1st Edition OS map (Illus 15), 
converted to a U-shaped steading open on the S side by the 2nd Edition OS map (Illus 16). 
 

3 THE LEVEL 1 STANDING BUILDING SURVEY 

 
A level 1 standing building survey was carried out on 17 June 2021; the weather was sunny 
and warm and architects plans and elevations were checked and annotated and a 
photographic survey carried out. There were areas on the exterior difficult to access 
including the SE corner which is very overgrown and the area around the tanks where there 
is undergrowth and broken asbestos roofing material. There are several interior areas which 
are inaccessible – Room 11 in Building 1 and Rooms 3, 4 and 5 in Building 2 as well as 
other areas where there are stacked bails. 
 

 
Illus 2 Plan of buildings surveyed (from copyright Cairnrowan Custom Homes Ltd) 

 
3.1 Building 1 (Illus 3-6) 

 
Building 1 is an L-shaped structure consisting of single storey stone bothy in the SW corner 
(Room 11), workshop (Room 12), agricultural building (Rooms 10 and 13) and piggery 
(Rooms 7-9).  The S façade of the building is 19.48m long, Rooms 11 and 12 are 6.8m wide 
and Room 10 is 6.4m wide. The piggery is 9.1m wide at the N end (Illus 3, 4). There are 
rooflights W8-10 and W12-14 in the grey slate roofs. 
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llus 3 Building 1 plan annotated with numbers used in this survey (copyright Cairnrowan Custom 

Homes Ltd) 
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Illus 4 Building 1 elevations annotated with numbers used in this survey (copyright Cairnrowan 
Custom Homes Ltd) 

 
 
Phase 1 and 2 
In Phases 1 and 2 the building was a linear range (1st Edition OS Illus 15) which survives as 
the central wall of the piggery (E wall Rooms 8 and 9, W wall Room 7) and the E and W 
walls of Room 13.  The interior of Room 13 was not accessible and so the interior walls 
could also date to the earliest phase of this structure.  The original apertures from either 
Phase 1 or 2 are D4 and W3 on the E wall of Room 13 (Illus 5); they have pink granite 
mouldings and have both been blocked with concrete blocks in a later phase.   All the roofs 
of this section of the building have been replaced with asbestos cement roofing material.  An 
extension seen on the 1st Edition OS map (Illus 15) and courtyard survived into Phase 2 as 
unroofed structures but is no longer extant.  
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Illus 5 Room 12 E gable (left) Room 13 (centre), piggery Room 7 (right); facing SW 

 

 
Illus 6 S façade Rooms 11 (left) and 12 (right); facing NW 

 
Phase 3 
In Phase 2 Rooms 10, 11 and 12 are added with a bothy (Room 11) with W6 and D6 on the 
S wall and chimney F2 on the W gable (Illus 6). Room 12 has W4, W5 and D5 on the S wall.  
There is also a window on the N wall of Room 10 (W7) and large door (D10), both of which 



Little Mill of Esslemont Cameron Archaeology  CA556   9 

have been blocked probably when the piggery was added.  All original apertures have pink 
granite lintels, sills and jambs and the roof is grey slate. Later a large door D9 is added on 
the E wall of Room 12 and large door on the W wall of Room 10, D11. 
 
Phases 4-6 
In Phase 4 a concrete building (Rooms 7-9; Illus 5) was added to the N; the W wall of the 
Phase 1 range was retained within the building. The extension is concrete block with 
asbestos cement roofing material and has a small enclosed room (Room  9) with exterior 
door (D12) and two open sided sheds (Rooms 7 and 8).  A concrete block door was knocked 
through between Rooms 10 and 12 (D7) and between Rooms 12 and 13 (D8) and there is a 
small furnace on the N wall (F1) 
 
3.2 Building 2 (Illus 7-12) 
 
Building 2 is an L-shaped range with modern Dutch barn built into the courtyard; it has a 
metal roof and upper portion of the wall with harled concrete block below.   
 

 
Illus 7 Building 2 plan annotated with numbers used in this survey (copyright Cairnrowan 
Custom Homes Ltd) 
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Illus 8 Building 2 elevations annotated with numbers used in this survey (copyright 
Cairnrowan Custom Homes Ltd) 

 
 
Phase 1 
In Phase 1 is a single storey stone N range (Rooms 1 and the N end Room 2; Illus 9, 10); 
later this room was lined with concrete and has been in use to store grain. In this phase 
Rooms 4 (Illus 11-12) and 5 survived as a separate two-storey stone building. Room 4 has a 
blocked window on the S wall (W1) and there is a first floor window on the E gable (W15). 
There may be a door on the E gable but this area is inaccessible because there is a 
collapsing shed on this gable and there is no access to the interior of the building.  This 
appears to have been in use as a mill and there is a chute (F3; Illus 8, 11, 12) hanging off 
the roof.  D2 on the S wall of Room 1 may be an original Phase 1 door. 
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Illus 9 N wall Room 1; facing S 

 

 
Illus 10 S wall Room 10 with blocked D2; facing N 
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Illus 11 Rooms 4 and 5 with blocked W1 (left), W15 (right) and chute F3 (top centre); 
facing NW 

 

 
Illus 12 Room 4 E gable with W15 (top) and chute F3 (top right), overgrown and with 
unstable extension allowing little access; facing W 
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Phase 2 
In Phase 2 the E range was added (the S end Room 2 and Room 3). This is a single storey 
stone structure 8.7m wide which has been lined with concrete on the interior. The tanks at 
the E side of this building make access difficult but there is a window (W2) and door (D3) on 
the E wall which have been blocked with concrete blocks on the exterior and are not visible 
on the interior. 
 
Phase 3 
A concrete tank was added to the S end of Room 5. 
 
Phases 4-6 
In a later phase five tanks (Illus 13) were added to the exterior E side of Building 2 and in 
Phase 6 a Dutch barn (Room 6 was added to the W side of the building within the former 
courtyard. These had been used to store grain from the Little Mill of Esslemont. D1 in the N 
wall of Room 2 was increased in size with concrete blocks during a later phase of the 
building. 
 

 
Illus 13 Tanks 2, 3, 4, 5 (l-r); facing SW 

4 CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

 
A Level 1 standing building survey was carried out on 17 June 2021; the weather was warm 
and sunny.  Six main phases of development of the building were recorded. Prior to the 1st 
Edition OS the buildings consisted of an L-shaped range in the N and W and a stand alone 
building in the SE; parts of all these buildings survive (although some are inaccessible) and 
in Phase 2 (prior to the 2nd Edition OS) a U-shaped range with opening into courtyard at the 
S was created using the existing buildings. In Phase 3, probably in the late 19th century a 
bothy and workshop were added in stone in the SW and in the mid 20th century a concrete 
structure was built in the NW using one of the walls of the Phase 1 W range; at this time the 
W end of the N range was demolished to allow access into the courtyard from the N. Later 
tanks were built to the E and a Dutch barn added into the E side of the courtyard. 
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Building 2 appears to have been used mainly used to process and store grain and might 
have been associated with Little Mill of Esslemont just to the SW on the opposite side of the 
Bronie Burn. Building 1 has been domestic, workshop and animal use. 
 
 

 
Illus 14 Phase plan (from copyright Cairnrowan Custom Homes Ltd) 

 
It is recommended that no further archaeological work is required during the current planning 
application. 
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APPENDIX 1 MAPS 

 

 
Illus 15 First Edition Ordnance Survey map (copyright National Library of Scotland) 
Aberdeenshire XLVII.2 (with extension XLVII.1) (Ellon) Survey date: 1868   Publication 
date: 1869 

 
Illus 16 Second Edition Ordnance Survey map (copyright National Library of Scotland) 
Aberdeenshire XLVII.2 (Ellon; Udny) Revised: 1899, Publication date: 1900 

 



Little Mill of Esslemont Cameron Archaeology  CA556   16 

APPENDIX 2 TABLE OF FEATURES RECORDED IN THIS SURVEY 

No Description Size cm 

D1 N gable Room 2 enlarged with concrete blocks 

4.35m W 3.9m 

H 

D2 

S wall Room 1 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 1.1m W 1.6m H 

D3 

E wall Room 2 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 

1.2m W 2.25m 

H 

D4 

E wall Room 13 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 

1.23m W 2.1m 

H 

D5 

S wall Room 12 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 

1.25m W 2.05m 

H 

D6 

S wall Room 11 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 

1.08m W 1.95m 

H 

D7 Interior door between Rooms 12 and 10 cement block in block wall 

1.85m W 2.1m 

H 

D8 Interior door between Rooms 12 and 13 wood in block wall 

1.05m W 2.1m 

H 

D9 E wall Room 12 concrete block – gable rebuilt to create larger door 3.7m H 3.3m W 

D10 

N wall Room 10 stone jambs, concrete block infill; blocked when 

piggery added to N side Room 10 2.56m W 2m H 

D11 W gable Room 10 concrete block inserted or widened 4m W 2.9m H 

D12 Modern door in concrete block W wall Room 9 1m W 1.2m H 

W1 

S wall Room 4 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 

0.82m W 0.62m 

H 

W2 

E wall Room 2 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 

0.87m W 1.24m 

H 

W3 

E wall Room 13 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 

1.2m W 1.45m 

H 

W4 

S wall Room 12 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 

1m wide, 1.25m 

H 

W5 

S wall Room 12 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 1m W 1.25m H 

W6 

S wall Room 11 pink granite lintel and jambs, infilled with concrete 

blocks 1m wide 1.4m H 

W7 

N wall Room 10 grey granite lintel and jambs – poor access to 

exterior 

0.83m W (ext) 

0.6m (int)  0.7m 

H 

W8 Rooflight Room 12 slate roof S facing No access 

W9 Rooflight Room 12 slate roof S facing No access 

W10 Rooflight Room 12 slate roof S facing No access 

W11 Rooflight S facing roof Room 4 No access 

W12 Rooflight Room 10 slate roof N facing No access 

W13 Rooflight Room 10 slate roof N facing No access 

W14 Rooflight Room 10 slate roof N facing No access 

W15 First floor E wall Room 4 No access 

F1 Furnace Room 12 - 

F2 Granite chimney W gable Room 11 No access 

F3 Chute attached to roof of Building 2 above Room 4 No access 

F4 Concrete tank  2.1x3.1m 
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APPENDIX 3 PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
Illus 17 Building 1 camera points used in this survey (copyright Cairnrowan Custom Homes 
Ltd) 
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Illus 18 Building 2 camera points used in this survey (copyright Cairnrowan Custom Homes 
Ltd) 

 

 
Photo 

no Description 

Camera 

point Facing 

6899 Building 2 N wall with tanks (left) 1 SE 

6900 Building 2 N wall 1 S 

6901 Building 2 N wall 2 S 

6902 Building 2 N wall 3 S 

6903 Building 2 N wall 4 S 

6904 Building 2 Room 1 gable 5 E 

6906 Room 1 S wall D2 blocked 6 N 

6907 D2 6B N 

6908 Room 6 Dutch barn W wall 6 E 

6909 Room 6 Dutch barn W wall 7 NE 

6910 Room 6 Dutch barn W wall 7 ENE 

6911 Room 6 Dutch barn W wall 7 E 

6912 Room 6 Dutch barn N wall attached to Phase 1 S wall Room 1 8 N 
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6913 Room 6 Dutch barn N wall attached to Phase 1 W wall Room 2 (right) 8 NE 

6914 Room 6 Dutch barn N wall attached to Phase 1 W wall Room 2 (right) 9 E 

6915 Room 6 Dutch barn N wall attached to Phase 1 W wall Room 2 (right) 10 E 

6916-17 

Room 6 Dutch barn N wall attached to Phase 1 NW corner Room 5 

(centre) 10 SE 

6918 Room 6 S wall with bails blocking access to Room 5 10 S 

6919 Room 6 exterior S wall with concrete tank F4 (foreground) 11 N 

6920 Room 4 S wall with blocked window W1 12 N 

6921 Room 4 S wall with blocked window W1 13 N 

6922 Room 4 S wall with blocked window W1 14 N 

6923 W1 15 N 

6924-5 Room 4 16 NW 

6926 Room 4 E gable W11 17 NNW 

6927 Room 2 N gable with D1 18 S 

6929 Room 2 N gable with D1 19 N 

6930 Room 2 E wall cemented internally 19 E 

6931 Room 2 E wall cemented internally 20 E 

6932 Room 2 E wall cemented internally 21 E 

6933 Room 2 S gable internal 21 S 

6934 Room 2 W wall cemented internally 21 W 

6935-6 Room 2 W wall cemented internally 20 W 

6937 Room 2 W wall cemented internally 19A W 

6938 Room 2 W wall and Room 1 19 W 

6939 Room 1 S wall cemented internally 22 SW 

6940 Room 1 S wall cemented internally 22 W 

6941 Room 1 S wall cemented internally 24 E 

6942-3 Room 1 W wall 24 W 

6944 Room 1 N wall cemented internally 25 NE 

6945 Room 1 N wall cemented internally 25 ENE 

6946 Metal tanks Tank 1 (right) Tank 2 (left) 26 S 

6947 Tank 1 and E wall Room 2 27 SW 

6948-9 Tank 1 and E wall Room 2 28 SW 

6950 Room 2 E wall W2 28 SSW 

6951 Room 2 E wall W2 29 SSW 

6952-3 W2 30 NNW 

6954 Room 2 E wall W2 30 NW 

6955 Room 2 E wall W2 30 W 

6956 Room 2 E wall W2 30 SW 

6957-8 

Gap between W wall Room 2 and tanks overgrown and asbestos 

roofing on ground 30 S 

6959 Tank 2 32 W 

6960 Tanks 33 SW 

6961-2 Blocked D3 35 NW 

6963 Room 2 E wall W2 35 W 

6964 Room 2 E wall W2 35 W 

6965 Room 2 E wall W2 35 SW 
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6966 Room 2 E wall W2 36 NW 

6967 Room 2 E wall W2 36 W 

6968 Room 2 E wall W2 36 SW 

6969 Concrete extension E side Rooms 3/4 falling down and overgrown 36 S 

6970 Tanks 37 NNW 

6971 Tanks 38 NW 

6972 Tanks 38 W 

6973 Tanks 38A WSW 

6974 E wall Rooms 3 and 4 39 WSW 

6975 E wall Rooms 3 and 4 39 W 

6976 Room 3 E wall (Left) tank 5 (right) 39 NW 

6977 Tank 5 (left) 39 NNW 

6978 E wall Rooms 3 and 4 39 W 

6979 W11 39 W 

6982 Building 1 piggery N wall 40 S 

6983 Building 1 piggery E wall 41 W 

6984 Building 1 piggery E wall 41 SSW 

6985 Building 1 piggery E wall 42 W 

6986 Building 1 piggery E wall 43 W 

6987 Building 1 piggery E wall 44 W 

6988 Building 1 piggery E wall (right) Room 10 (left) 45 SW 

6989 Building 1 piggery E wall (right) Room 10 (left) 46 SW 

6990 Room 10 E wall 47 W 

6991 D4 48 W 

6992 W3 49 W 

6993 Wall S of W3 with Room 12 E wall (left) 50 W 

6994 Room 12 E wall D9 51 W 

6995 Room 12 S wall 52 N  

6996 Room 11 (left) 12 (right) S wall 52 NW 

6997 Room 12 S wall 53 N 

6998-

7000 W4 54 N 

7001 W4 55 NW 

7002 D5 56 N 

7003-4 D5 and roof above 57 S 

7005-6 W5 with rooflight W10 above 58 S 

7007-8 Room 12 W wall and roof above 59 W 

7009-10 Room 12 N wall and roof above 58 N 

7011-14 Furnace F1 61 NE 

7015 D7 and roof above 62 N 

7016 D7 and S wall Room 10 63 ESE 

7017 Room 10 S wall and roof above 63 S 

7018-19 Room 10 S wall 64 S 

7020-21 Room 10 S wall 65 SE 

7022-3 Room 10 S wall 65 S 

7024-5 Room 10 W wall D11 and roof above 65 W 
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7026 Room 10 N wall 66 NNE 

7027 Room 10 N wall 66 NE 

7028 Room 10 N wall 66 E 

7029 W7 67 NW 

7030-1 D10 63 N 

7032 Room 10 E wall 63 E 

7033 Room 12 concrete block wall E of D7 69 N 

7034-5 D8 and roof above 70 N 

7036 Room 13 no access 71 NNW 

7037 Room 12 E wall 70 E 

7038 Room 12 E wall D9 72 E 

7039 Room 12 S wall 70 S 

7040 Room 12 S wall 62 SSE 

7041 Room 12 S wall 62 S 

7042-3 W4 73 S 

7044 Room 11 S wall 74 N 

7045 Room 12 S wall 74 NE 

7046 W5 75 N 

7047 D6 76 N 

7048 W6 77 N 

7049 Building 1 S wall 78 NE 

7050 Room 11 W gable 79 E 

7051-2 Room 11 W gable with chimney F2 above 80 E 

7053 F2 81 NNE 

7054 Junction Rooms 11 (right) Room 10 (left) 82 E 

7055 Room 10 W wall D11 and roof above 83 E 

7056 Room 10 84 SE 

7057-8 Room 10 N wall 85 S 

7059 Room 10 N wall 86 S 

7060 Room 10 (right) 8 (left) 87 E 

7061 Room 10 87 SE 

7062 Room 9 W wall D12 88 E 

7063 Room 8 piggery 89 E 

7064 Room 8 piggery 90 E 

7065 Room 8 piggery 91 E 

7066 Room 8 piggery 92 S 

7067 Room 8 piggery Phase 1 stone wall retained 92 E 

7068 Room 8 piggery 92 N 

7071 Room 8 piggery 40 S 

7073 Room 1 N wall  1 S 

7074-5 Room 1/2 N wall  1 SE 

7075 Room 10 N wall W7 (right) D10 (left) 93 S 

 












