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Summary 
Hillhead Farm Cottage is a grade II listed building built of cob and with a rag slate roof. 
Archaeological recording of the roof was required as one of the conditions for the 
consent for its repair and re-slating. The house is described as being probably 18th 
century in the list description but results from the historic building analysis and from the 
examination of the roof timbers suggest that the house probably dates from the 16th 
century and that the eaves were heightened and the building re-roofed in the late 18th 
century. The roof timbers had remained in situ and undisturbed since they were fitted to 
the building and the roof covering was original to the probable late 18th century date of 
the last re-roofing. An added interest to the roof construction is that it incorporates a 
number of reused ship’s timbers. 

 
Project background 
Listed Building consent was granted by Cornwall Council to replace the existing roof 
covering at Hillhead Cottage (ref 2010/00664). Consent was granted subject to 
conditions, of which Condition 3 stated: 

No development shall take place until the applicant has secured the 
implementation of a programme of archaeological recording based on a written 
scheme of investigation submitted to and approved by the Local Planning 
Authority. 
Reason: To ensure that provision is made to record finds of archaeological interest 
in accordance with the requirements of PPS5 –Planning for the Historic 
Environment, March 2010. 

A brief was prepared by Phil Copleston, the local Historic Environment Planning Advice 
Officer, acting on behalf of the County Archaeologist. HE Projects were approached by 
the clients with a view to undertaking the necessary recording to satisfy the planning 
condition. Following agreement of a specification and costs, a Written Scheme of 
Investigation (WSI) was then prepared and agreed with the local planners. This report 
sets out the results of the study in line with the procedures set out in the brief and WSI.  

 
Aims and objectives 
The principal aim of the study is to gain a better understanding of the development of 
the house, as evidenced by its roof construction. The objectives are to obtain an 
archaeological record of the building prior to alterations. 

The study is equivalent to an English Heritage Level 2 survey (see English Heritage 
2006). It comprised a brief resume of historic material, followed by a descriptive and 
photographic survey. 
 

Working methods 
The intended working methods for this project are set out in the Written Scheme of 
Investigation (see Appendix 2). Rapid desk-based research was carried out, including 
historic cartographic evidence from Stratton parish Tithe Map (1842), the earliest large 
scale OS editions (c1880 and c1907) and information from Cornwall Council’s Historic 
Environment Record. 

Building recording fieldwork was carried out in two site visits during March 2011, the first 
from within the building when the roof covering was still intact. The second stage was 
undertaken after the roof slates had been removed and recording work was carried out 
from perimeter scaffolding. This enabled the roof timberwork to be recorded in more 
detail. 

The principal recording method was a photographic survey. This included black and white 
photographs using a 35mm SLR camera fitted with suitable lenses including shift lenses 
and mounted on a tripod. Colour photographs were taken with digital SLR cameras with 
resolutions of 10 and 12 megapixels. A scale bar was included in all archive quality 
pictures where physically possible. 

Post-fieldwork included archiving of results and the compilation of this report. 
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Location and setting 
Topography and geology 
The core of Stratton village is located on the sides of a north-south stream valley; 
Hillhead, as its name implies, is situated on the upper west side of the valley, where the 
land begins to drop away westwards towards Bude. Hillhead lies on the 60m OD contour. 
The bedrock geology here is sandstone of the Bude Formation; this is very evident where 
used in the local vernacular buildings.  

Designations 
Hillhead Farm Cottage is listed at grade II and its List description is as follows: 

SS 22 06 BUDE-STRATTON BINHAMY ROAD, STRATTON 12/156 Hillhead 
Farmhouse – II House. Probably C18 origins, C19 alterations, C20 rear addition. 
Colourwashed and rendered, front hung with small slates, bitumen-painted rag 
slate main roof and lean-to roof, chimneys at gable ends. Original plan single 
depth. 3 window front. 4-panel front door under slated canopy. 3 first floor and 2 
ground floor windows 2-light casements, 8 panes per light, middle window to first 
floor probably a C20 insertion. Interior not inspected. 

No other conservation designations appear to apply to this property. 

 

Site history 
Hillhead Farm Cottage, located at NGR SS 222630 106276, is listed at Grade II. The 
listing description for the house records that it is of probable 18th

 century origin, with 
19th

 century alterations, and a 20th
 century rear addition. The roof covering (until March 

2011) was rag slates that have been treated in more recent years with bitumen to 
prevent slipping slates. 

 

Building description 
Building type 
Hillhead Farm Cottage is a small house, possibly originally a farmhouse. Its roadside 
location was probably an important factor in its original construction and has probably 
contributed to its subsequent survival. 

Date evidence 
Hillhead is reputed to be the oldest house, or one of the oldest houses, to the west of 
Stratton, and is thought to date from the 16th century. A strong clue to the original date 
of the building is a chamfered and stopped cross beam in the living room. The ceiling 
joists relating to this survive but are not exposed to view. This ceiling structure may date 
from the origins of the building possibly as early as the 16th century, or the floor 
structure may date from the early 17th century relating to a flooring-in of a former open 
hall. Based on its general character and construction, the roof structure dates from the 
late 18th century but incorporates earlier reused ship’s timbers. Late 18th century 
casement windows at the front of the house are probably coeval with the roof structure. 
A change in the character of the cob wall texture visible at the rear of the house towards 
the west end suggests that the house was heightened from an original eaves level that 
corresponds to the present first-floor window cill level. A lean-to at the west end of the 
house probably dates from the 19th century. An extension behind the hall was added 
probably in the mid-late 20th century. 

Materials 
The walls of the house are built from cob set on a stone rubble footing. The front 
elevation of the house has slatehanging over cob. The main roof is rag slate; the roof of 
the later lean-to at the west end of the building is dry Delabole slate with a gable end to 
the east and a hipped end at the west. At the east end of the house is an external stone 
rubble chimney breast surmounted by a slender modern brick chimney (the latter rising 
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from approximately 1st floor level). A red brick stack over the original west wall is 
probably a late 18th century or 19th century re-construction of an 18th century chimney. 

Plan  
The original part of the house is a 2-room single depth plan with the probable original 
hall (main living room) on the right (northeast end) and the parlour, on the left, the 
rooms separated by an entrance and stair hall. A lean-to 1-room plan extension at the 
southwest end of the building is linked to the parlour by a doorway cut through the 
original end wall. 

Roof structure  
See Figures 9-30 

The principal purpose of the recording condition was to make an assessment and 
analysis of the roof structure. Based on its general construction and character, including 
its relatively low pitch, the roof appears to be late 18th century in date. There are four 
standard bays plus a hip bay at the southwest end. Most of the timber used is locally-
grown oak used in its grown shape with little finishing to the surfaces. Some of the 
timbers are reused ship’s timbers. The trusses are lapped and pegged at the collars and 
crossed, halved and pegged at the apices. The purlins are pegged to the cob wall-top at 
the east gable end. Otherwise all the timber is nailed with hand-made wrought-iron 
nails. An old or original plaster ceiling is fastened under the roof structure (below collar 
level) at the southwest end of the building. The vertical studs of two partitions rise 
through to the rafters except for above collar level. At the west end the wall-plate is now 
in two parts divided by the present brick chimney. However, the two parts belong to one 
former continuous timber that is a reused ship’s timber with random-spaced tree-nail 
(trunnel) holes. Other identified reused ships timbers have similar detail. The rag roof 
slates that have been removed since the time of first inspection were clearly associated 
with the late 18th century re-roofing. 

 

Results 
The results show that the roof is a rare complete example dating from probably from the 
late 18th century and is probably coeval with the late 18th century casement windows 
that survive at the front of the house. Added interest is that the roof structure 
incorporates some reused ship’s timbers. The roof is constructed from generally short 
lengths of local unhewn timber with purlins spanning only truss bays and some of the 
common rafters spanning only between purlins. 

 
Significance 
Hillhead Farm Cottage is a significant example of a small early house that was 
remodelled and re-roofed in the 18th century. This roof structure survives intact and is an 
important aspect of the historic interest of the house and it demonstrates local building 
traditions and reuse of some ship’s timbers.  
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Project archive 
The HE project number is 2010125 

The project’s documentary, photographic and drawn archive is housed at the offices of 
Historic Environment, Cornwall Council, Kennall Building, Old County Hall, Station Road, 
Truro, TR1 3AY. The contents of this archive are as listed below: 
1. A project file containing site records and notes, project correspondence and 

administration. 

2. Black and white photographs archived under the following index numbers:  GBP 
2190 

3. Digital photographs stored in the directory R:\Historic Environment 
(Images)\SITES.Q-T\Stratton Hillhead Cottage roof 2010125 

4. English Heritage/ADS OASIS online reference: cornwall2-101084 

This report text is held in digital form as: G:\Historic Environment (Documents)\HE 
Projects\Sites\Sites S\Stratton Hillhead Cottage roof HBR 2010125\report\Hillhead 
Farm Cottage roof analysis.doc 
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Fig 1 Location map 

 
Fig 2 Extract from Stratton parish Tithe Map 1842 
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Fig 3 c1880 First Edition OS 25 Inch map 

 
Fig 4 c1907 Second Edition OS 25 Inch map 
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Fig 5 Air photo 2005 
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Fig 6 Hillhead Farm Cottage SE front 

 
Fig 7 East elevation from N 

 
Fig 8 Rear from W 
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Fig 9 Roof space from SW with original rag slates in situ 

 
Fig 10 Roof from below (note reused ship’s timbers as common rafters left of ridge) 
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Fig 11 Roof timbers stripped of slates from N 

 
Fig 12 Roof: north side, east end: random (grown) shapes denote probable local oak; 

straighter common rafters are reused ship’s timbers (note purlins and some common 
rafters span short distances) 
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Fig 13 North roof slope right (west) of centre (note upper part of partition left of left-

hand roof truss and remains of lath and plaster ceiling right of same truss) 

 
Fig 14 North roof slope towards right (SW): hip coeval with main part of roof (note lath 

and plaster ceiling at this end of house); two short lengths of common rafter cut away 
to remove water tank  
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Fig 15 Roof structure from W: central part of wall-plate (reused ship’s timber) of hip cut 

away when present brick stack constructed 

 
Fig 16 Roof structure of hipped SW end: central part of wall-plate (reused ship’s timber) 

of hip cut away when present brick stack constructed 
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Fig 17 Roof structure from S (note treenail holes in reused wall-plate at hipped end) 

 
Fig 18 Roof: south side, towards west end (note lath and plaster ceiling, evidence for 

partition and cob wall-top between rafters) 
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Fig 19 Roof: south side, left (west) of centre (note lath and plaster ceiling, evidence for 

partitions left and right, cob wall-top between rafters, brick rebuild over inner window 
lintel and treenail hole in outer lintel) 

 

 
Fig 20 South roof slope left of centre (note cob walling between rafters) 



 19

 
Fig 21 Roof from above facing west (note reused notched rafter at centre of image) 

 
Fig 22 Roof from above towards east gable end



 
Fig 23: 4 rafters: reused ship’s timbers 

 
Fig 24: East ridge support detail 

 
Fig 25: E wall: purlin pegged to cob wall 

 
Fig 26 Partition east of central truss 

 
Fig 27 purlin junction detail 

 
Fig 28 W wall-plate: reused ship’s timber 

 
Fig 29 Hip detail from south 

 
Fig 30 South roof slope: partition detail
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Appendix 2 Written Scheme of Investigation 

 



 6

 
 

 

 

 



 7

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 8

 
 

 

 

 



 9

 
 


