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1. Project background 
In September 2012 HE Projects were commissioned by Sarah Paulger to a carry out an 
archaeological watching brief during groundworks for the construction of new farm 

building with new vehicle access at Borough Farm, St Mary’s in order to satisfy a 

planning condition.   

The site is located at Ordnance Survey grid reference SV 9202 1192 in a rural area of St 

Mary’s between existing structures with a relatively level aspect at an approximate 
height of 35m ordnance datum. 

The Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment Record (HER) notes that the application site 
is near the site of a possible Bronze Age entrance grave, the HER records: Layard says 

that one of the largest barrows on the island, now destroyed, gave its name to Borough 
Farm. The OS field worker records the name Borough Farm is probably a corruption of 

barrow. Miss Watts, of Watermill, St Mary's, remembers a possible chambered cairn as 

once being in a field, but it is now destroyed. Nothing was visible in the area in 1978. 
The HER also records that prehistoric worked flints were found on the farm, the HER 

records: Some worked flints and one bead were found at Borough Farm and given to the 
Isles of Scilly museum. Two flint arrowheads also found at Borough Farm are now back 

in the possession of J Williams.  

2. Aims and objectives 

The site specific aims were to: 

 Establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains 

 Determine the extent, condition, nature, character, date and significance of 
any archaeological remains encountered 

 To establish the nature of the activity on the site 

 To identify any artefacts relating to the occupation or use of the site 

 To provide further information on the archaeology of the Borough Farm area 
from any archaeological remains encountered 

3. Working methods 
The watching brief was carried out according to the methodology set out in the Written 

Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the work (Johns 2012, see Appendix 2), based on the 
brief for archaeological recording by the Historic Environment Planning Advice Officer 

Adviser, Cornwall Council (Markham 2012, see Appendix 1).  

4. Results 
Groundworks at Borough Farm Barn were observed by Katharine Sawyer on 19, 20, 22, 

23 and 25 October, 17 November and 10 December 2012. The development site is on 
nearly level ground to the south of the existing farm buildings, with the long axis of the 

new barn at right angles to the road. A stone wall running north-south across the site 

had been removed (by agreement) before monitoring started. In this section this could 
be seen to be an earth bank with stone cladding and incorporating pieces of concrete 

and building rubble. 

The entire area of the barn, plus a margin of about 1m, was stripped, by machine to a 

firm surface. On the southern side about 0.3m of fine grey-brown topsoil was removed; 
this graded into a slightly more clayey subsoil. The remains of a short stretch of east-

west drystone wall were found near the south-west corner of the stripped area. Some 
patches of sand were also noted; these may be from past manuring of the area with 

seaweed. The wall fragment did not appear to align with anything else. There were no 

artefacts associated with it and Sarah Paulger and her brother Sullivan Bennett who both 
grew up at Borough Farm) thought that it was quite recent. When they were children, 

chickens were kept in that area and it may have been associated with that episode. 
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A large, rectangular, shaped and dressed granite stone, with lime mortar adhering, was 
found in the topsoil, together with many unshaped stones, some water-worn. Its 

provenance is uncertain but it may be associated with the construction of the farmhouse, 

the front walls of which are built entirely of dressed granite masonry (Thomas et al 
forthcoming). An area of rubble and concrete was found in the centre of the eastern side 

and two power lines and a water pipe cross the site. On the northern side, the area was 
stripped to a depth of about 0.5m where a soft, clayey orange ram was exposed. No 

other structures or features were observed. 

Following site stripping, thirteen pits were excavated for the installation of concrete 

pads. These were approximately 1.0m by 1.0m and at least 0.75m deep. In all cases, 
0.3m to 0.4m of topsoil was observed to grade into a soft, clayey dark orange ram, with 

few stones, which became harder, grittier and paler with depth. 

The only finds were glazed pottery and one sherd of unglazed earthenware, all appearing 

to be 19th century or later in date, limpet and crab shells (Mrs Paulger’s brother 

confirmed that the latter had been given to chickens which were kept on the site in the 
late 20th century), recent animal bones and modern rubbish. The finds were retained for 

identification purposes only and subsequently discarded. 

The removal of the roadside boundary wall was not observed but the section was 

recorded and revealed that it was an earth bank with stone faces, and of possible early 
20th century date. In the area under it glazed earthenware, animal bone, window glass 

and pieces of iron were found. Again these were retained for identification purposes only 
and subsequently discarded. 

A trench, 0.3m wide and about 0.6m deep, was dug to connect the electricity pylon, 

about 20m to the south-west, with the barn. The same stratigraphy of topsoil and ram 
was observed. There were no finds. 

5. References 
Markham, P, 2012. Borough Farm, Borough, St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly: Brief for 
Archaeological Investigation (Applications P-11-096, P-12-047, P-12-048), Truro, 

Cornwall Council  

Johns, C, 2012. Borough Farm Barn, St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly: Written Scheme of 

Investigation for Archaeological Recording, Truro, HE Projects 

Thomas, N, Johns, C, and Sawyer, K, forthcoming 2012. Borough Farm, St Mary’s, Isles 
of Scilly: historic building and watching brief, Truro, HE Projects 

6. Project archive 

The HE project number is 146196 

The project’s digital archive is housed at the offices of Historic Environment, Cornwall 

Council, Kennall Building, Old County Hall, Station Road, Truro, TR1 3AY. The contents of 
this archive are as listed below: 

1. A project file containing site records and notes, project correspondence and 

administration. 

2. Digital photographs stored in the directory ..\Images\Sites\Scilly\St 

Mary’s\Borough Farm Barn Watching Brief 146196 

3. English Heritage/ADS OASIS online reference: cornwall2-1412858 

4. This report text is held in digital form as: G:\CAU\HE Projects\Sites\Scilly\Sites Q-
T\St Mary’s\\Borough Farm Barn Watching Brief 146196 

The documentary and photographic archive will be deposited at the Isles of Scilly 
Museum, Church Street, St Mary’s, Isles of Scilly, TR21 0JT. 
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