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1. Project background 
In April 2013 HE Projects were commissioned by Adrian Smith, assistant Land Steward 

for the Duchy of Cornwall to a carry out an archaeological watching brief during 

groundworks for the construction of a two storey, two bedroom timber framed and 

rendered unit at Watermill Lodge, Watermill, Isles of Scilly in order to satisfy a planning 

condition.   

The site is at NGR SV9189 1207, within a rural area with mature wooded field 

boundaries.  

The Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment Record (HER) records that the site has a 

number of archaeological records in the vicinity including , a prehistoric holed stone 

about 0.75m high with a circular hole in its middle  and a prehistoric/early medieval 

granite bowl mortar or cresset.  

 

2. Aims and objectives 
The site specific aims are to: 

 Establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains. 

 Determine the extent, condition, nature, character, date and significance of 

any archaeological remains encountered. 

 To establish the nature of the activity on the site. 

 To identify any artefacts relating to the occupation or use of the site. 

 To provide further information on the archaeology of the Watermill area from 

any archaeological remains encountered. 

  

3. Working methods 
The watching brief was carried out according to the methodology set out in the Written 

Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for the work (Appendix 2), based on the brief for 

archaeological recording by the Historic Environment Planning Advice Officer Adviser, 

Cornwall Council (Appendix 1).  

 

4. Results 
 

The excavation of foundation trenches for the footings of the new building was 

monitored by HE Projects on 5 June 2013. The trenches were 0.7m wide and up to 0.5m 

deep. The stratigraphy consisted of dark brown topsoil 0.1m deep over firm greyish 

brown sandy clay up to 0.4 thick overlying the dark yellowish brown ram (natural 

periglacial head deposit). 

No archaeological features were revealed and only a handful of modern finds recovered – 

two pieces of flowerpot, three sherds of glazed white china, a whetstone and a glass 

bottle. These were retained for identification purposes and subsequently discarded. 

Because of the absence of finds and feature it was agreed with the HEPAO that a 

watching brief was not required during the subsequent excavation of a soakaway trench. 

 

5. Project archive 
The HE project number is 146255 

The project’s digital and photographic archive is housed at the offices of Historic 

Environment, Cornwall Council, Fal Building, New County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro, TR1 

3AY. The contents of this archive are as listed below: 

1. A project file containing site records and notes, project correspondence and 

administration. 
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2. Digital photographs stored in the directory ..\Images\Sites\Scilly\St 

Mary’s\Watermill Lodge Watching Brief 146255 

3. English Heritage/ADS OASIS online reference: cornwall2-154693 

This report text is held in digital form as: G G:\TWE\Waste & Env\Strat Waste & 

Land\Historic Environment\Projects\Sites\SCILLY\SITES.Q-T\ST_MARYS\Watermill Lodge 

Watching Brief 146255 

The project’s documentary archive is stored at the Isles of Scilly Museum, Church Street, 

St Mary’s, TR21 0JT.  
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Fig 1 Location map 

 

Fig 2 Site plan 
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Appendix 1 Brief for archaeological recording 
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Appendix 2: Written Scheme of Investigation for 

archaeological recording 
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