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1 Summary  
The remains of Pengersick Castle (near Praa Sands, Cornwall) are owned by the 
Pengersick Historic and Education Trust. The castle tower is a Grade I Listed Building and 
its grounds are also protected as a Scheduled Monument. For several years the building 
has been in need of renovation works and at the time of writing these are being 
addressed by the Trust. Proposals to undertake renovation works in advance of re-
opening the site to the public have resulted in several applications for Listed Building and 
Scheduled Monument consents. A series of archaeological investigations have been 
enacted as part of the agreements for the consents. These have included archaeological 
test pits during investigation of a failed drainage system and within the floors of the 
tower, and a watching brief during removal of trees from the grounds to enable 
restoration of the garden. In addition the building’s interior was recorded after removal 
of modern plaster finishes. 

The test pits dug for investigation of the drains revealed that the area of ground between 
the castle tower and the present southern site entrance had been greatly disturbed in 
the later 20th century during creation of the previous drainage system and levelling 
works associated with the driveway. Test pits inside the tower revealed that the floors 
had been renewed in the later 20th century, with a concrete and tiled floor laid in the 
kitchen and relaying of the granite paving in the gun room. It is likely, however, that 
older archaeological deposits survive at depth.  

Within the gardens, removal of large tree stumps revealed the sequence of development 
of the terraces. An earlier garden soil level was revealed below the upper terrace and 
dumping over this included roofing slates, probably from roof renewal at the adjoining 
Castle Barn buildings. A slot cut through the lower terrace revealed a remnant of granite 
paving, likely to be part of a former path leading to the hall range of the castle. This 
strongly hints that earlier garden features survive below the present terraces. 

Temporary removal of finishes inside the tower revealed details of construction. All 
original openings in the tower rooms are framed by dressed masonry. Putlog holes for 
the original scaffolding levels are also evident. The upper rooms within the tower were 
all designed to be residential and have their fireplaces in different walls so that the flues 
could emerge within the central merlons at the parapet level. The second floor room has 
evidence of panelling, probably the room containing paintings recorded by William 
Borlase in the 18th century.  

Although floor planking has been replaced the principal supporting beams survive at 
most levels in the tower. The timbers have been dated by tree-rings to felling dates in 
the 16th century. 

Removal of modern plaster in the early 20th century annexe also shows how the original 
hall wing related to the tower. Although physically a separate construction, provision of a 
doorway at first floor level in the tower indicates that the hall wing was designed as an 
integral part of the original castle complex. 
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Fig 1 Location map 

 

Fig 2 Pengersick Castle showing the extent of the Scheduled Monument (hatched in red) 
and the Tree Preservation Order area (in green shading) 

Pengersick 
Castle 
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2 Introduction 
Close to the popular holiday resort of Praa Sands stands the granite tower of Pengersick 
Castle (Fig 1), the most prominent survivor of a fortified manorial complex of 16th 
century date. The castle complex appears originally to have consisted of a principal 
tower and associated manor house with two fortified courtyards (to the east and west of 
the tower). The castle site is currently divided into several different ownerships. The 
castle tower and gardens (within the former east courtyard) were in the possession of 
Mrs Angela Evans from 1971. During Mrs Evans’ ownership this part of the castle was 
opened to the public. Upon the death of Mrs Evans in 2008 the castle was bequeathed to 
the Pengersick Historic and Education Trust, which is in the process of restoring the 
tower and gardens. Once these works are substantially complete, the Trust will re-open 
this historic site as a public amenity.  

The former extent of the two courtyards (the below-ground element of the castle) is 
statutorily protected as a Scheduled Monument and the older standing buildings are 
Listed, the tower being Grade I (Fig 2). This report outlines the results of a series of 
archaeological investigations which have arisen as part of requirements for Scheduled 
Monument or Listed Building Consents. 

 

3 Project background 
3.1 Drains and floors 
The basement of Pengersick Castle has suffered increasingly from damp penetration, 
caused in part by a failed drainage system which no longer carries rainwater away from 
the building. A request was made to English Heritage in January 2010 for pre-application 
advice for proposed drainage works. In response Phil McMahon, English Heritage 
Inspector of Ancient Monuments (IAM) for Cornwall and Scilly advised that the work 
would require Scheduled Monument Consent (SMC) and that because it is a nationally 
important monument English Heritage would need to see an assessment of the potential 
archaeological impact accompanied by proposals for archaeological supervision, 
recording and if necessary excavation (letter dated 09/02/2010). Historic Environment 
Projects, Cornwall Council (HE) were then commissioned by Pengersick Historic & 
Education Trust to carry out an archaeological assessment to address the work required 
by English Heritage. 

The first stage of the assessment was a rapid review of historical and archaeological 
information about the site including information held by the Cornwall and Scilly HER, 
available historic maps and from published sources; this included an initial proposal for 
archaeological recording of the scheme. 

Subsequent discussions between the Trust and English Heritage at a site meeting held 
on 25th August 2010 highlighted the need for SMC to be sought. This Consent would be 
required to undertake exploration of the failed surface water drain and soakaway. The 
meeting also discussed the need for determining the material of the sub-floors in the 
castle’s Kitchen and Gun Room, in order to design damp reduction measures (see Fig 
11). 

An SMC application for investigation of the rainwater drains and floors was drafted by HE 
and submitted by the Trust to English Heritage. A Written Scheme of Investigation was 
included with the application as supporting information (Johns and Thomas 2010). 
Consent was granted in 2011. 

3.2 Tree stump removal 
The Trust is also in the process of renovating the gardens and grounds surrounding the 
castle, including developing a Tudor-style knot garden on the upper terrace within the 
former castle courtyard. This work entails removal of various trees, stumps and the 
majority of their root systems so that the ground is available for replanting. This work 
required Scheduled Monument Consent, which was granted in 2011. Pengersick Castle 
and its surroundings is also within a Tree Preservation Order area and TPO consent was 
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sought separately from Cornwall Council. The areas of the Scheduled Monument and TPO 
are shown in Fig 2. 

Historic Environment Projects, Cornwall Council (HE Projects) was commissioned by the 
Trust to advise on the archaeological implications and recording measures for tree 
removal and related garden works, and to submit a Scheduled Monument Consent 
application. A Written Scheme of Investigation was submitted to support the Scheduled 
Monument Consent application, which was submitted by the Trust to English Heritage. 
Following the successful granting of SMC, an archaeological watching brief was 
commissioned by the Trust and carried out in July 2011. 

3.3 Castle tower interior recording  
During the 20th century many of the castle’s main tower interior walls were re-plastered 
with cement-based mortars and gypsum plasters. These are largely impermeable and 
have had the damaging effect of holding dampness within the walls. A series of 
measures to combat the damp problem was therefore proposed within a Listed Building 
Consent application. As well as exterior pointing and replacement of the lead roof it was 
proposed on a Listed Building Consent application to remove all modern plasterwork and 
replace the finishes with lime-based materials. These have the advantages of being 
breathable and are also more aesthetically accurate for historic buildings. The temporary 
removal of the finishes would provide opportunity to archaeologically examine elements 
of the building that are normally hidden. Historic Environment Projects was requested to 
advise on recording measures before and during works and to provide appropriate input. 
Listed Building Consent was granted by Cornwall Council in 2012. 

 

4 Aims and objectives  
The primary aim of the drain investigation works and examination of the sub-floor 
materials in the castle was to inform design for replacement (or potential upgrading) of 
the drainage system, and to design measures to reduce damp penetration within the 
castle. Test pits for drains and beneath floors would also provide opportunity to examine 
the archaeological potential (extent and levels of historic remains).  

During the tree stump removal the principal aim of the archaeological work was to 
minimise disturbance to the monument and to gain further understanding of the historic 
development of the Pengersick courtyard from the archaeology that became temporarily 
revealed. 

Temporary removal of plaster from interior elevations would provide opportunity to 
examine architectural features, any changes of build, former finishes and other material 
that would provide information on how the tower was built. 

 

5 Working methods 
5.1 Drain investigation 
Limited excavation was carried out as a series of test pits, supervised by an 
archaeologist. These pits were dug on the 23rd and 24th March 2011.  Excavation of pits 
was carried out using hand tools. On the second day of the fieldwork a JCB digger was 
brought onto the site, to be used to excavate a larger trench to locate the limits of the 
existing soak-away (Fig 11). 

The revealed stratigraphies within the pits were recorded by depth measurements and, 
in Test pit 2, by a section drawing. The stratigraphy from the pits is recorded in the List 
of Contexts (Appendix 1). 

5.2 Castle floors 
On 15th March 2012 two test pits were dug by hand in the castle tower, one pit in the 
floor of the Gun Room and the other in the 1920s Kitchen extension. The Gun Room pit 
entailed removing two granite paving slabs to expose the underlying stratigraphy while 
in the kitchen the cement screed floor and concrete base were first broken through.  
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Material from the pits was excavated (to a maximum depth of 0.92m in the Kitchen and 
0.98 in the Gun Room) and the pits recorded by their sections (see Fig 19). 

5.3 Tree stump removal 
Tree stumps and roots were dug out by a contractor using a 360 degree excavator. In 
the case of the larger trees on the upper terrace more substantial pits were needed in 
order to free the roots. Excavated sections of the sides of root holes were cleaned with a 
shovel and any revealed stratigraphy was recorded by depth measurements and brief 
descriptions (see Appendix 2). 

5.4 Castle interior recording 
The tower walls were initially recorded by a detailed measured survey (carried out by 
SMT Associates) and the results of the survey output created in AutoCAD (see Figs 9, 10 
and 30-35). In February and March 2012 the modern plasters were carefully removed by 
hand (by Chris Adams who kindly provided his voluntary labour for the Trust). On 15th 
March 2012 the walls were recorded by the author. This entailed photography of each of 
the wall faces, carried out using a Canon digital SLR camera (with a resolution of 8 
million pixels) mounted on a tripod. Supporting information was annotated onto prints 
from the SMT measured survey. 

Following the on-site work, the photographs were rectified using PhoToPlan software, 
within AutoCAD, using the SMT survey as a base drawing and creating suitable control 
points on known features. Information from the rectified images (ortho-photographs) 
was then traced. The photographs provided much additional and previously hidden detail 
such as putlog scaffolding holes, relieving arches above openings and the extent of 
dressed granite masonry around features. The drawings were annotated and the 
drawings are reproduced in this report as Figs 30-35. 

5.5 Post-fieldwork 
Site drawings and photographs were collated and indexed for long term storage (see the 
index to the project archive in Section 12). Results from the investigations were 
compiled into this report. Lists of contexts for layers and features encountered in the test 
pits and trenches were finalised, and are reproduced at the end of the report (see 
Appendices 1 and 2).  

 

6 Location and setting 
Pengersick Castle lies close to the popular holiday resort of Praa Sands within the parish 
of Breage at NGR SW 5816 2841 (Fig 1). The granite tower is the prominent survivor of 
a fortified manorial complex of 16th century date, originally comprising the tower, manor 
house and two fortified courtyards to the east and west (Fig 3). 

The site lies on the 35m to 40m contour within a shallow valley running ESE towards the 
old farmstead of Trevurvas. Geologically, the higher ground here comprises granite (part 
of the Tregonning Intrusion, visible in the cliffs at Rinsey and Trewavas). Pengersick 
itself lies on bedrock of Late Devonian hornfelsed slate and siltstone but granite 
moorstone was the favoured building material used in the castle, and was no doubt 
sourced nearby.  

Soils in the area are classified as 541k Denbigh 2, loam over shale.  

  

7 Designations 
7.1 National 
The former extent of the two courtyards (the below-ground element of the castle) is 
statutorily protected as a Scheduled Monument (No. 36039) and the standing buildings 
are Listed, the tower being Grade I (LB 6571). The Listed Building description is 
reproduced in Appendix 3. 
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7.2 Regional/county 
Pengersick and Praa Sands lie within the Cornwall Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty. 

 

8 Site history 
Pengersick is first documented in 1197 and a chapel is recorded there in the 14th century 
in association with a mansion. Recent tree-ring analysis of original floor beams in the 
tower indicates that the fortified house was built in the mid 16th century (Bridge 2012). 
The unusual form of the house may have been built as a response to pirate raids on the 
south coast. It originally consisted of a complex of buildings ranged around two 
courtyards. The major tower (equivalent to a keep of a castle) has survived intact but in 
the 20th century was partly converted into a dwelling. This tower originally had an 
attached hall on the north side and a major courtyard on the east side surrounded by 
stables and ancillary structures (see Fig 4). A fine granite moulding from the two-storey 
porch attached to the hall is now the principal entrance to a farmhouse (Herring 1998). 
West of the tower was another smaller courtyard which was probably domestic, most 
likely comprising kitchens, stores, servants’ accommodation, etc. This courtyard also 
contained another smaller fortified tower or gatehouse (Gould, Mossop and Thomas 
2005). 

The Milliton family occupied Pengersick for a few generations. Upon the death of William 
Milliton, who had no surviving sons, the property was divided between six daughters. 
With this complexity of ownership, the house fell into disuse. During the 18th and 19th 
centuries the surviving structures were extensively robbed to provide materials for 
nearby farm buildings. Of the fortified house only the three-storey tower survives. This 
was converted to a house in the early 20th century. A two-storey fortified building to the 
west was converted to a granary and became incorporated into the 19th century farm 
complex (Herring 1998). Most of the older outbuildings in this area have more recently 
been converted to dwellings. 

Dr William Borlase’s 1734 illustration (Fig 3) is copied from part of a 16th century painted 
panel then surviving inside the tower. It shows that the area affected by the drainage 
works includes a path along the front of the tower. Subsequent engravings, maps and 
photographs show that this space was never built on; although the Buck Brothers’ 1734 
engraving shows that the eastern side of the path had been defined by a low wall 
(Herring 1998, fig 14).  

Borlase’s engraving shows that the entrance to the eastern courtyard was through a gate 
through range of buildings forming the eastern side of the courtyard. The present 
southern entrance seems to have formed by the time of the 1787 map (Herring 1998, fig 
23) but 19th century maps (see Figs 5 and 6) seem to indicate that the main access from 
the road led into Pengersick farmyard (within the former west courtyard). 

 

9 Drains investigation 
Context numbers in this section are given in brackets and the full context list is 
reproduced in Appendix 1. The locations of the test pits are shown on Figure 11. 

9.1 Test pit 1 
A 1000mm by 1000mm (and 250mm deep) test pit, cut through modern slate crazy 
paving (1) adjoining the NE corner of the castle’s stair turret. After removal of a lump of 
concrete supporting a staddle stone base, the pit was found to contain late 20th century 
stone rubble and fragments of corrugated asbestos roofing sheet (2). As the latter is a 
hazardous material, no further excavation was undertaken on this pit and it was 
backfilled. 

The content indicates recent fill, most likely the course of a drain trench running 
southwards along the east side of the stair turret. The ground level adjacent to the stair 
turret appears to have been levelled (or terraced) in the 20th century, most likely when 
the present driveway was created. 
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9.2 Test pit 2 
A 1000mm by 1000mm (and approximately 1380mm deep) test pit (see Fig 12), cut 
through modern slate crazy paving (1) to the south east of the tower. Below the crazy 
paving was a layer of clean yellow sand (3). Beneath this was a layer of dark grey gravel 
(4). Part of the gravel layer (in a corner of the pit) was interrupted by a patch of 
(probably discarded) cement/concrete (5). Beneath the gravel was a 950mm deep layer 
of stone rubble in a matrix of dark brown-black loamy soil (6). Finds from this layer 
included fragments of cast-iron drain pipe, ceramic drain pipe, roofing slate (including 
one fragment with a nail or peg hole), sherds of modern china and a fragment of a 
glazed ‘buzza’ or storage pot. The latter were made and used in Cornwall from the 18th 
century to the early 20th century and were frequently used for storing salted meat and 
fish. 

Beneath the rubble was a layer of sand, acting as bedding for the drain pipe (7). The top 
of the pipe was encountered at a depth of c1300mm from the surface but the sides of 
the drain trench were not found in the test pit. 

9.3 Test pit 3 
Test pit 3 was a 1000mm by 1000mm (and 1800mm deep) pit, excavated through 
250mm of topsoil and roots (8), at the edge of a flower bed. The topsoil lay above 
almost 1500mm of stone rubble and earth (9). This pit was later found to be slightly off-
line from the pipe trench, so was abandoned. 

9.4 Test pit 4 
The location of test pit 4 was found to be offline from the line of the pipe as seen in pit 
2, so was not excavated. It was replaced by a longer machine cut trench (Test pit 9) cut 
closer to the hedge. 

9.5 Test pit 5 
Test pit 5 was intended as a 1000mm by 1000mm pit cut close to the site gateway. This 
pit was eventually not needed to locate any drains and was therefore not excavated.  

9.6 Test pits 6 and 7 
These were two very shallow trial pits (dug only to 200mm depth) to locate lines of 
drains running in gullies alongside footings of the castle tower. Test pit 6 revealed a red 
ceramic land drain and a yellow plastic gully drain pipe bedded in gravel (30). Test pit 7 
contained two land drains and a drain pipe, the latter from the surface drainage to the 
north of the stair turret. All these drains connected to the inspection cover at the 
southeast corner of the tower. 

The level of the modern drains is approximately equivalent to the medieval ground level, 
as indicated by more irregular foundation stones at the base of the castle wall, 
protruding beyond the face of the walling above. 

9.7 Test pit 8 
Test pit 8 was a 1000mm by 1000mm (and 585mm deep) pit (see Fig 13), cut through 
modern slate crazy paving (1). The paving was found to be bedded in cement mortar up 
to 60mm thick (12). Beneath the mortar was a layer of dark grey gravel/chippings, 
similar to that found in Test pit 2 (4). Below the gravel was a mass of loose stone 
rubble, mostly lumps of ‘fist’ to ‘head’ size granite (13). Some of the rubble had traces of 
lime mortar and plaster, so was indicative of demolition material. Other material 
included lumps of cement mortar, occasional roof slate fragments, a fragment of ceramic 
drain and a piece of cast-iron drain pipe.  

All the rubble in this pit was evidently 20th century, and had been deposited to level this 
area prior to making a paved surface. 

9.8 Test pit 9 
Test pit 9 was a machine-cut trench (see Fig 14) dug to locate the line of the drainpipe 
from Test pit 2. The trench was started from just inside the west boundary hedge (Fig 
11) and flower bed and was dug eastwards for 4000mm into the side of the driveway. 
The trench was cut with a 600mm wide toothless bucket through c250mm of topsoil and 
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roots in the flower bed (8), beneath which was a general layer of loose rubble and earth 
(9) similar to that already seen in Pits 2 and 3. Within this rubble layer was a disused 
iron water supply pipe c0.5m from and running alongside the hedge (this was also found 
in Test pit 10). 

Beneath the rubble layer close to the boundary hedge the natural substrate (orangey-
brown decayed shillet and clay) (14) was encountered at 600mm depth from the 
surface. 

The eastern part of Test pit 9 was very different in character and comprised a trench 
(c1500mm wide with its western edge c1000mm from the base of the boundary hedge 
line) [11] infilled with loose stone rubble, loamy dark brown soil and fragments of plastic 
sheet (10) was cut into the natural. This was traced down with the machine bucket to 
almost 2m depth. In the bottom of the trench were re-deposited larger pieces of building 
stone.  

It was not possible to accurately record the trench sides due to the depth and the 
extremely loose nature of the fill, some of which collapsed during excavation of the 
trench. The material is evidently the soakaway from the rainwater drain; the plastic 
sheet was presumably originally put over the soakaway fill to prevent excess soil from 
entering it. The line of the soakaway is due south from the inspection cover and Test pit 
2.  

9.9 Test pit 10 
Test Pit 10 was a machine-cut trench (see Fig 11) cut in the flower bed (on the line of 
the western arm of the proposed soakaway investigation trenches on the SMC drawing). 
After removal of c250mm of topsoil (8) a general layer of stony rubble (9) was revealed, 
similar to that seen in Test pits 2, 3 and 9. The disused water pipe was again 
encountered in this fill. This material overlay the natural substrate (14) at 0.6m depth. 

9.10 Test pit 11 
Problems with a leaking water supply in the terraced lawn necessitated excavation to 
find the damaged pipe. The JCB was used to carefully strip away the turf and topsoil. 
The leaking pipe was very rapidly revealed as it lay only within the topsoil (250mm 
deep). It had been disturbed on a joint between lengths of alkathene pipe. 

The alkathene water supply pipe is a more modern replacement for the disused main 
found next to the boundary hedge in Test pits 9 and 10. The course of this modern pipe 
is not known with certainty; it presumably runs diagonally (north-north-easterly) across 
the site from a stop valve inside the entrance gateway, and then beneath the drive 
towards the north side of the castle tower. Its location beneath the lawn suggests it 
connects with other standpipes as well as supplying the house. Results from Test pit 11 
indicate that the pipe has only been laid at shallow depth and is therefore very prone to 
damage; it will probably be necessary to trace it and re-lay the pipe.  

With the exception of Test pit 11 all pits and trenches were backfilled after completion of 
recording. No finds were retained. 

 

10 Castle floors 
The two test pits in the castle’s floors were excavated to a maximum depth of 0.5m. 
Locations of the pits are shown on Fig 18 and the sections on Fig 19. 

10.1 Test pit 1 (Gun Room) 
(See Figs 18 and 19) 

Beneath the granite paving of the Gun Room (20) was a layer of building sand (21) used 
as bedding for the stones. Beneath this was a layer of dark grey sandy silt containing 
broken fragments of concrete and painted cement (22). Another thin layer of building 
sand (23) was revealed beneath. Layer (24) comprised sandy silt with pieces of granite 
and other building rubble. A third tip of building sand (25) was revealed beneath the 
rubble.  
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All the revealed layers are of later 20th century origin, implying that the granite paved 
floor has been re-laid, most likely in the 1960s. 

10.2 Test pit 2 (Kitchen) 
Beneath the screed (15) and concrete (16) of the modern kitchen floor were two layers 
of material, the upper of orangey-brown clayey silt and stones (17), with silty clay below 
(18). Under these layers was dark grey silty clay containing mortar fragments (19). This 
appears to be the remains of a former topsoil layer that had built up in the area before 
the 1920s kitchen extension was built. This implies that all layers above it are modern. 
No finds were made. 

A stone plinth c120mm wide indicating the foundations of the tower was revealed in the 
edge of the pit. It is likely that earlier archaeological deposits survive beneath the lowest 
revealed layer and the edge of the building. 

 

11 Tree stump removal 
(See Fig 20) 

11.1 Lower terrace 
Stumps of former cherry trees were removed from a flowerbed on the western edge of 
the lower terrace. These were very shallow rooted and extended only into subsoil. No 
archaeological remains were encountered.  

A narrow slot 300mm wide and approximately 1m deep was dug into the edge of the 
lower terrace, in order to bury an exposed electrical conduit (Figs 23 and 24). This 
revealed stratigraphy including two worn granite stones (29) overlain by a build up of 
topsoil (28) and subsequent material to construct the terrace (27) (see Fig 25). The 
location, level and nature of the stones suggest they are part of a path that once linked 
the hall entrance and the eastern courtyard gateway (as shown by William Borlase, see 
Fig 3). 

An in situ tree stump within a flowerbed northeast  of the castle tower (at the north end 
of the lower terrace) was removed. This tree had been felled some years previously, 
probably because it had a pronounced lean and its roots on the west side were already 
lifted/exposed. Removal of the stump revealed no early stratigraphy. The revetment for 
the flower bed containing the stump was built of granite and appears to be 20th century. 

11.2 Upper terrace 
Major work on the upper terrace included removal of three mature cupressus 
macrocarpa stumps (Figs 21 and 22). Extensive machine digging to remove roots 
revealed some evidence regarding development of the garden terraces. A section 
approximately 1m east of the upper terrace wall contained the following layers (from top 
to bottom): 

250mm dark brown sandy loam, virtually stone-free (present day topsoil).  

150mm light brown sandy loam with occasional small stones (subsoil). 

300mm medium brown mixed soil and stones, occasional granite pieces between 
‘fist’ and ‘head’ size (dumped material used to make up the level of the upper 
terrace). 

Orange-brown sandy shillet and angular stone (undisturbed natural substrate). 

The two northern cupressus trees had grown into a small area of dumped blue slate 
fragments (not showing in the section), perhaps waste material dropped here when the 
present Pengersick Barn range was roofed, or the result of later dumping. 

Although occasional worn granite stones were recovered from the trenching around the 
tree roots, these were isolated and did not appear to represent any structure or paving.  

Removal of the sweet chestnut stump on the upper terrace did not reveal any further 
information as its roots were relatively shallow.  
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A line of six small tree stumps was removed at the southern end of the upper terrace, 
close to Pengersick Barn. A section cut at the eastern end revealed the following: 

100mm grey gravel and sand, on membrane (modern path). 

100mm dark brown sandy loam, relatively stone-free (present day topsoil). 

150mm lighter grey sandy soil with occasional small stones (subsoil). 

100mm slate and rubble in a medium brown sandy clay (dumped/spread material 
used to make up the level of the upper terrace). 

Orange-brown sandy shillet and angular stone (undisturbed natural substrate). 

The higher level of the natural ground indicates that the earlier ground surface in the 
courtyard was originally a shallow slope downwards from east to west. 

11.3 North side of the former castle courtyard 
Two palm trees on the north side of the former castle courtyard (noted on Fig 20) were 
cut down but the stumps left in. 

 

12 Castle interior elevations 
(See Figs 30 to 34) 

12.1 Ground floor: Gun Room 
(See Fig 30) 

The basement/ground floor of the tower has exposed (un-plastered) granite masonry 
and the principal features in the walls are the pairs of gun loops in the west, south and 
east walls (Fig 30). All gun loops have deep reveals through the thickness of the walls. 
They have round interior arches built of pairs of dressed granite stones and dressed 
granite jamb-stones. No other smaller features, such as putlog holes, are visible in this 
room. Modern intrusions include the doorway and narrow passage connecting to the 
1920s kitchen extension. The tops of the walls have been rebuilt to accommodate the 
modern wooden first-floor floor structure. 

The test pit within the floor has revealed conclusively that the granite paving was re-laid 
in the 20th century, and that bedding materials for the paving extend to at least a metre 
below the present surface. As no traces of foundations were revealed in the adjacent 
(south) wall, it can be determined that the tower’s wall masonry extends deeper and 
that archaeological material may survive at greater depth. 

12.2 First floor 
(See Fig 31) 

All the upper rooms in the tower have a principal window, of four lights, facing the 
eastern courtyard. The first floor room also has two single light windows, one set 
centrally in the west wall and the other at the west end of the south wall (Fig 31). A 
fireplace occupies the centre of the south wall. A garderobe with its own small window is 
built within the thickness of the wall at the southwest corner.  

Removal of the modern plaster revealed several construction features. A wide relieving 
arch is built into the rubble masonry above the fireplace and another narrower arch is 
incorporated above the garderobe doorway. The single light windows have internal 
arches built of pairs of dressed curved granite pieces, in similar fashion to the gun-loops 
downstairs. Putlog holes for wooden scaffolding lifts are clearly visible in all the main 
walls.  

Floor boards and secondary joists above this room have clearly been added to the 
original masonry as a horizontal joint is visible below the joists. The principal wooden 
floor joists, retaining their original chamfered detail, are coeval with the build of the 
tower and are still in situ. They are built into lintelled sockets visible in the base of the 
walls within the room above. 
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12.3 Second floor 
(See Fig 32) 

In plan, the room on the second floor has relatively blank north and south walls, as all 
openings are confined to the west and east. At this level the north wall will once have 
been abutted by the roofline of the adjacent hall. 

The east wall has a four-light window with a window seat beneath. In the west wall is a 
central moulded granite fireplace, a single light window towards the south, and a 
garderobe doorway in the northwest corner of the room. The moulded granite garderobe 
doorway projects forward slightly into the room space; the garderobe also has its own 
small window. 

All the walls have evidence of original putlog scaffolding holes. Up to three ‘lifts’ of holes 
are visible in the east wall, most likely used to construct the window opening. All walls 
also have evidence of wooden pegs above window lintel height. These are likely to have 
supported panelling. 

Unlike the arched examples on the floor below, the west wall window has a flat granite 
lintel. Interestingly the top of the window corresponds in height with the top of the 
fireplace. Such evidence also suggests panelling was originally fitted to the room, as it is 
easier to fit a rectangular window opening into a panelled scheme, and it appears that 
panelling was designed to fit with the fireplace. It also likely that the ‘blank’ north and 
south walls will also have been reserved for panelled decoration. 

The original principal chamfered floor beams survive, although the floor itself has been 
renewed. 

12.4 Third floor 
(See Fig 33) 

In plan the third floor is more unusual in that it has windows in each wall; as well as the 
principal four-light east window the other three windows are all two-light examples. 
These were probably sited to enjoy the prospect from this height. The earliest 
photographs of Pengersick, probably taken in the late 19th century, show the smaller 
windows crudely blocked off with stonework. 

The moulded fireplace in this room is central to the north wall (Fig 26). This would have 
the shortest flue to the parapet level above. All chimneystacks are built as hollow 
merlons within the crenellated parapet.  Like the fireplaces on the floors below, this one 
also has a relieving arch built into the masonry above. 

There is no garderobe within the room at third floor level, as the narrower wall thickness 
would not accommodate it. Instead a small windowed space is incorporated within the 
northeast corner of the stair turret. 

A recess or small built-in cupboard is built in the north end of the west wall. Other 
features revealed after removal of plaster includes putlog scaffold holes (two ‘lifts’ or 
levels are visible, and the floor level was probably also used as a building platform 
during construction of the tower). Lintels covering the floor beam sockets can be seen at 
the bases of the walls. 

Within the south wall (towards the southeast corner of the room) is an area with no 
openings. A possible patch repair, of slightly darker mortar, may be a remnant of 
another feature. In the walling above the patch is a line of four holes or wooden plugs. 
These may once have supported a decorative feature, perhaps a hanging for a tapestry 
or similar decoration, or perhaps are the result of some later fixing. 

A horizontal line is visible in the higher walls for replacement of the ceiling. It is likely 
that the roofing has been renewed on more than one occasion since the tower was 
originally built. No original timbers survive at this level. 

 

12.5 Ground floor: kitchen 
(See Figs 29 and 34) 
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The former kitchen occupies the ground floor of an extension, built onto the north side of 
the tower in the early 20th century. The extension represents a replacement for the 
original hall and principal living accommodation that once extended further north 
dividing the east and west courtyards (Fig 3). 

The north and west walls of the extension are entirely of 20th century stone masonry, 
with light provided to the room by two large 3-light windows in the west wall. The 
windows are separated by narrow mullions and have leaded glazing, intended to match 
the style of the original windows in the tower.  

The north wall has no openings and was originally dominated by a central stove and 
associated flue; when surveyed the middle part of this wall was infilled with rough 
concrete blockwork, presumably added when a Rayburn stove was fitted here. 

The south wall backs onto the tower and the masonry is mostly part of the 16th century 
work except where a narrow shallow arched passage has been created to link the kitchen 
to the Gun Room. The lower part of the wall forms a narrow ledge of dressed granite 
blocks, originally an external plinth of the tower. 

Part of the original tower stair turret forms part of the east kitchen wall. This also has a 
dressed granite plinth set higher up than that of the tower wall. The remainder of the 
wall is part of the 20th century extension but represents more than one phase. Within the 
stone masonry north of the original stair turret is a blocked window. At the north end of 
the wall the location of the kitchen’s external doorway has been modified, the present 
door accessed by three internal steps. 

12.6 First floor above kitchen 
(See Fig 35) 

The upper floor of the early 20th century extension was occupied by 5 small room-
spaces, including a lobby or landing accessed from the tower stairway, a bedroom, 
bathroom, separate toilet and another narrow stairway to a loft within the roof-space.  

The west wall has large windows matching those in the kitchen below; these originally lit 
the bedroom on this side of the extension. The other spaces were lit by small single light 
windows. 

The stairs from the tower access the upper by an original doorway set at an angle. At 
least three putlog holes can be seen in the south wall. Large dressed granite quoin-
stones mark the limit of the turret masonry in the east wall.  

A granite corbel projects from the wall close to the head of the doorway. The substantial 
nature of the corbel strongly suggests it originally supported a timber of an arch-braced 
roof structure for the hall, with the timberwork of the roof slope carried on a wall-plate 
higher up, probably on the granite lintel which is still extant.  

 

13 Conclusions/discussion 
13.1 Drain investigation 
Test pits 1, 2, 3, 8, 9 and 10 all revealed that there is considerable later 20th century 
infill beneath the crazy paving and flower bed to the south and east of the castle tower. 
The existing driveway appears to be terraced adjacent to the castle tower, and its 
creation may be part of the infilling process.  

Gravel filled gullies (for the modern drains adjacent to the tower footings) have been 
created by insertion of stone revetments supporting the higher ground of the driveway 
and gardens. The original medieval ground levels beside the tower can be seen by the 
surviving foundation blocks which project slightly beyond the wall faces above. 

The extent of relatively modern infill has unfortunately masked any earlier features 
which may survive in this area. It had been hoped that the test pits might reveal traces 
of the early courtyard boundary where it once approached and adjoined the southern 
side of the tower (as shown on the Tithe map and early OS editions, see Figs 2, 3 and 
4). The extent of modern fill in Test pit 8 indicated that if the boundary survives, it will 
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only be visible at considerable depth. Early photographs of Pengersick show the line of a 
Cornish hedge at the location of the mapped boundary. The northern part of this 
boundary has been altered in the 20th century, with the creation of an angled stone wall 
which cuts towards the southwest corner of the tower. This modern wall has been raised 
in height at some time, which seems to correspond with the infilling to the south of the 
tower. 

Intriguingly, there is no physical trace of how the original courtyard boundary (as shown 
by Borlase and others) related to the tower itself. There is no indication of where a wall 
may have tied in to the tower or any sign of a wall walk connection; indeed the principal 
feature at lower level on the east tower side and around the south east corner is a 
chamfered plinth. This stops on the south face just short of the eastern gun loop. The 
pair of loops on this side would have needed a field of fire to protect the south approach 
to the castle, so both loops would appear to have been exterior to the courtyard. 
Another un-chamfered plinth runs beneath the loops and there is again no hint of where 
any features adjoined. It is therefore suggested that the courtyard boundary at this point 
was only a slight feature, most likely a wooden palisade. If there was originally a wall 
walk inside the courtyard boundary, then this may have been achieved by a wooden 
structure approached by steps. 

The test pits were successful in determining the locations of the existing drains and 
soak-away. It appears feasible to construct a new soak-away in a large trench beneath 
the flower bed, and provide better drain access into it. On the evidence available, it 
appears that any archaeological features originally in this area will have been largely 
destroyed by the insertion of the previous drainage scheme. It is possible, however, that 
fragmentary evidence survives and might be temporarily revealed in a larger excavation. 
To that end, an archaeological watching brief should be carried out when drainage works 
are designed and implemented. 

13.2 Tree stump removal 
The tree stump removal watching brief revealed little trace of the historic layout of the 
former castle eastern courtyard. It appears that historically the courtyard gently sloped 
westwards towards the main building range and tower. The archaeology suggests the 
existing terraces are 20th century in origin and this is supported by historic map evidence 
(Figs 5, 6 and 7), which do not indicate these divisions within the garden area (but note 
that the northwest corner of the gardens was shown as a separate rectangular enclosure 
c1880). Further analysis of historic photographs (as may become available) could help to 
indicate the date when the present terraced garden layout was initiated. 

The evidence of the worn granite stones beneath the lower terrace strongly suggests 
that parts of old paving within the gardens survive here (and probably elsewhere) in the 
gardens. It appears that (at least within the revealed section) historic paving became 
buried by the build up of topsoil before the present terraces were created. 

13.3 Castle interior 
A more detailed examination of the tower masonry has brought about a greater 
understanding of the design of the tower rooms and how this part of the castle was 
originally constructed. Although the ground floor room was clearly designed as a 
defensive space with its distinctive gun loops (and there are further defensive features in 
the stair turret), all the upper rooms are residential. Principal windows of each room also 
faced onto the eastern courtyard, indicating the higher status of this part of the castle. 
The fireplaces from each of the rooms were positioned in different walls so that their 
flues could exit in the centre merlons of the tower parapet. Other features such as minor 
windows and garderobes were fitted into the other available walls. Garderobes were 
included within the corners of the first and second floor rooms but this was not possible 
on the third floor due to the narrower wall thickness. 

Rooms within the tower appear to have had different functions and status. Removal of 
modern plaster in the second floor room revealed evidence of older panelling; this is 
therefore the likely room which originally contained the paintings of Pengersick and 
Godolphin that were reproduced by William Borlase. 
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Removal of plaster also revealed the original lintelled sockets for the principal floor 
joists, with their original and substantial timbers still extant. Dendrochronological 
analysis of the timbers has indicated felling dates in the 16th century (Bridge 2012). 

Removal of modern finishes from the kitchen and the rooms above has revealed more 
detail of the construction sequence of the castle. The survival of masonry plinths within 
the 16th century masonry (and now within the kitchen) suggests these were originally 
designed as outside walls. It is also noticeable that there has been no attempt to tie in 
the hall wing walls. This would give the impression that the tower was once a free-
standing building, with the hall added later. However there is conflicting evidence as on 
the upper floor the doorway that once connected the turret stairs with the hall wing is an 
original feature, not a later insertion. This then indicates that the hall and tower were 
designed as one entity, even if the tower was built first. Some further structural 
evidence that strengthens this argument is the former hall roofline, which is still visible 
within the loft. The presence of the corbel beside the doorway and lintel above provides 
a hint of how the hall roof structure was allowed for within the corner of the turret and 
tower.  

Some of the functional relationships of the hall and the tower is also revealed by the 
doorway which once connected the turret stairs to first floor rooms in the hall wing. 
Upper floor windows at the south end of the hall wing can be seen in the Borlase 
drawing. There is likelihood that another stairs was located somewhere in the wing, most 
likely from a room behind the central porch. As Borlase has only shown a single large 
window at the north end of the hall wing, this is likely to be where the hall itself was 
situated; this high status room being double height and open to its roof. 

 

14 References 
14.1 Primary sources 
Ordnance Survey, c1880. 25 Inch Map First Edition (licensed digital copy at HE) 

Ordnance Survey, c1907. 25 Inch Map Second Edition (licensed digital copy at HE) 

Ordnance Survey, 2007. Mastermap Digital Mapping 

Tithe Map and Apportionment, 1839. Parish of Breage (licensed digital copy at CRO) 

14.2 Publications 
Bridge, M, 2012. Pengersick Castle, Pengersick Lane, Praa Sands, Penzance, Cornwall: 

Tree-ring dating of oak timbers English Heritage research report  

Gould, J, Mossop, M and Thomas, N, 2005. Pengersick Farm, Breage, Cornwall: Historic 
Building Recording and Archaeological Watching Brief Historic Environment 
Service, Truro 

Herring, P, 1998. Pengersick Castle, Breage: an archaeological and historical 
assessment, Cornwall Archaeological Unit, Truro 

Johns, C and Thomas, N, 2010. Pengersick Castle, Breage, Cornwall: Archaeological 
Assessment and Proposal for Archaeological Recording during Drainage and Floor 
Works 

14.3 Websites 
http://www.heritagegateway.org.uk/gateway/ English Heritage’s online database of 

Sites and Monuments Records, and Listed Buildings 

http://www.pengersickcastle.com/    Pengersick Historic and Education Trust 

 

15  Project archive 
The HE project numbers are 2011034 and 2011064 



 15

The project’s documentary, photographic and drawn archive is housed at the offices of 
Historic Environment, Cornwall Council, Fal Building, County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro, 
TR1 3AY. The contents of this archive are as listed below: 
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Archive\Sites P-Q\Pengersick Castle 
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R:\Historic Environment (Images)\SITES.M-P\Pengersick\Pengersick tree stump 
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Fig 3 Dr William Borlase’s copy of a painting of Pengersick 

(the original painting was formerly on the wainscot of the first floor room of the tower; 
Borlase’s copy is now held at the Penzance Library, Morrab Gardens) 

 

 

 

 

Fig 4 Copy of the engraving made of Pengersick by the Buck brothers in 1734 
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Fig 5 Tithe Map, 1839 

 

 

Fig 6 First Edition of the Ordnance Survey 25 Inch Map, c1880 
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Fig 7 Extract from the OS 25 Inch Map (Second Edition, c 1907)  

 

Fig 8 Air photograph, 2005 
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Fig 9 Elevations of Pengersick Castle tower 

(Measured survey by SMT Associates, Truro) 
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Fig 10 Floor plans of Pengersick Castle tower 

(Measured survey by SMT Associates, Truro) 
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Fig 11 Plan of drain investigation test pits 

(Based on a measured survey by SMT Associates. See Fig 18 for locations of interior test pits.) 
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Fig 12 Drain test pit 2 

 

Fig 13 Drain test pit 8 
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Fig 14 Drain test pit 9 

 

 

Fig 15 Drain test pit 10 
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Fig 16 Southern wall of the tower, showing gun loops and related plinths 

 

 

Fig 17 Gun Room test pit 
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Fig 18 Locations of interior test pits 

(Plan supplied by SMT Associates) 
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Fig 19 Drawn sections of test pits in the floor of the 20th century kitchen extension and in the Gun Room 
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Fig 20 Plan showing tree stumps removed 

(based on a measured survey by Stephen Tucker Associates) 
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Fig 21 Upper terrace, prior to removal of stumps 

 

Fig 22 Stratigraphy/depth of the upper terrace, visible in Root Hole C after removal of 
cupressus macrocarpa stump 
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Fig 23 View of lower terrace, after removal of cherry tree stumps 

 

Fig 24 Slot cut into the lower terrace, showing probable paving at base of section 
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Fig 25 Stratigraphy of slot within lower terrace 
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Fig 26 View of the third floor fireplace in the tower after modern finishes had been 
removed 

Construction details such as blocked put-log scaffolding holes are clearly visible to the 
right of the fireplace 

 

Fig 27 View of the doorway and window of the second floor  

A granite lintel over an original principal floor beam socket can be seen to the left of the 
fire extinguisher. Another original principal beam can be seen supporting the floor 
above 



Pengersick Castle 2011-2012 

 34 

 

Fig 28 Interior of the first floor room adjoining the tower 

Masonry centre and left is of the 1920s domestic extension; the doorway (right) is an 
original upper floor access from the tower into the former adjoining wing. 

 

Fig 29 The ground floor 20th century kitchen  

Plinths of the original masonry toward the right might suggest this space was originally 
intended to be exterior, but the evidence from the room above conflicts with this 
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Fig 30 Annotated elevations of the tower interior: Gun Room 
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Fig 31 Annotated elevations of the tower interior: First floor 
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Fig 32 Annotated elevations of the tower interior: Second floor 
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Fig 33 Annotated elevations of the tower interior: Third floor 

Third floor

(a)

(a) (b)

(b)

(c)

(c)

(d)

(d)

(e)

(e)
North East

South West

Relieving arch

Keeping
place

Patch
repair?

Lintels above
sockets for
floor beams

Rebuilt for timber insertion

Rebuilt for timber insertion

Plugs  for
curtain railPlugs  for

curtain rail

Plan

Key

Putlog (scaffolding) hole

Plug, for fixing panelling



Pengersick Castle 2011-2012 

 39 

 

Fig 34 Annotated elevations of the tower interior: Ground floor Kitchen 
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Fig 35 Annotated elevations of the tower interior: rooms above Kitchen 
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Appendix 1: List of contexts for drain and castle interior test pits 
Context 
Number 

Cut/Build
/Deposit 

Description Depth Date Comments 

Drain 
test pit 1 

     

(1) Build Modern slate crazy paving, set 
in white to light grey cement 
mortar. 

c25mm thick Late 20th c Above (2). 

(2) Deposit Sandy stone rubble. 
Fragments of corrugated 
asbestos sheet 

Unknown Late 20th c Not fully excavated. Infill of pipe trench E of stair 
turret. 

Drain 
test pit 2 

     

(1) Build Modern slate crazy paving, set 
in grey cement mortar. 

c25mm Late 20th c Above (3). 

(3) Deposit Yellow sand  160mm Late 20th c Above (4) and (5) 

(4) Deposit Dark grey gravel/chippings  max 100mm Late 20th c  

(5) Deposit Patch of concrete/cement 
mortar within (4) 

max 100mm Late 20th c Visible in one corner of the test pit 

(6) Deposit Stone rubble in loose dark 
brown to black loam 

c950mm Late 20th c Below (4) and (5), above (7). 

(7) Deposit Yellow sand. Base of pipe 
trench containing plastic 
drainpipe running S towards 
former soakaway.  

 

Not fully 
excavated 
and depth 
unknown 

Late 20th c Edges of pipe trench not revealed in test pit 
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Context 
Number 

Cut/Build
/Deposit 

Description Depth Date Comments 

      

Drain 
test pit 3 

     

(8) Deposit Topsoil and roots 250–300mm Late 20th c Part of existing flower bed 

(9) Deposit Stone rubble in loose dark 
brown to black loam 

>1500mm 

Not fully 
excavated 

Late 20th c  

Drain 
test pits 
6 & 7 

     

(30) Deposit Dark grey gravel/chippings c200mm Late 20th c Bedding for rainwater drains around tower 

Drain 
test pit 8 

     

(1) Build Modern slate crazy paving, set 
in grey cement mortar 

 

c25mm Late 20th c Above (12). 

(12) Build White cement mortar  60mm Late 20th c Bedding for paving. Above (4). 

(4) Deposit Dark grey gravel/chippings.  max 100mm Late 20th c Above (13) 
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Context 
Number 

Cut/Build
/Deposit 

Description Depth Date Comments 

(13) Deposit Loose stone rubble, mostly 
lumps of ‘fist’ to ‘head’ size 
granite. Hardly any earth 
bonding. Some rubble has 
traces of lime mortar and 
plaster. 20th century finds.  

Excavated to 
0.4m but of 
considerably 
greater 
depth, 
perhaps a 
metre or 
more. 

Late 20th c Evidently demolition material. The granite 
suggests the material is from local buildings but 
given the late date of the deposit it need not be 
from the castle itself. 

Drain 
test pit 9 

     

(8) Deposit Topsoil and roots.  250–300mm Late 20th c Part of existing flower bed. Above (9). 

(9) Deposit Stone rubble in loose dark 
brown to black loam.  

200mm Late 20th c Above cut [11] and fill (10). 

(10) Deposit Very loose stone rubble in 
loose dark brown to black 
loam. Fragments of plastic 
bag/sheet. Larger stones in 
base of cut.  

c2m Late 20th c Infill of former soakaway trench [11]. 

[11] Cut Former soakaway trench, cut 
into natural.  

 Late 20th c Northern and southern limits not found, but does 
not extend southwards as far as Test pit 10 

(14) Natural Orangey-brown decayed 
shillet and clay 

  Located at 600mm deep at west end of trench, 
but not found within/below excavated depth of 
soak-away 
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Context 
Number 

Cut/Build
/Deposit 

Description Depth Date Comments 

Drain 
test pit 
10 

     

(8) Deposit Topsoil and roots.  250–300mm Late 20th c Part of existing flower bed. Above (9). 

(9) Deposit Stone rubble in loose dark 
brown to black loam.  

c350mm Late 20th c  

(14) Natural Orangey-brown decayed 
shillet and clay 

   

Drain 
test pit 
11 

     

(8) Deposit Dark loamy topsoil and roots 250mm Late 20th c Part of lower terrace lawn 

Kitchen 
floor 

     

(15) Build Cement screed floor 20mm Late 20th c 1960s floor structure  

(16) Build Concrete 90mm Late 20th c 1960s floor structure 

(17)  Deposit Orange-brown clayey silt, with 
occasional stones 

120mm Late 20th c Stones closer to surface. Rubble layer/make up 
for flooring 

(18) Deposit Mixed grey-brown silt and 
orange-brown silty clay 

100mm Late 20th c  

(19) Deposit Dark grey silty clay, 
occasional lime mortar 
fragments 

>130mm Not 
excavated to 
full depth 

 

 

Early 20th c Overlies foundation of tower wall. Probable soil 
line before 1920s extension was added 
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Context 
Number 

Cut/Build
/Deposit 

Description Depth Date Comments 

Gun 
Room 
floor 

     

(20) Build Granite paving Max 100mm Late 20th c Granite paving, re-laid in 1960s 

(21) Deposit Building sand and mixed 
rubble  

30-100mm Late 20th c Bedding for paving stones 

(22) Deposit Dark grey-brown sandy silt. 
Occasional fragments of red 
painted cement screed floor 
and concrete fragments 

50-150mm Late 20th c  

(23) Deposit Building sand, showing as a 
tip of uneven depth 

Max 20mm Late 20th c  

(24) Deposit Dark grey-brown sandy silt 
with granite and occasional 
rubble fragments 

120-230mm Late 20th c  

(25) Deposit Tip of building sand >20mm Not 
excavated to 
full depth 

Late 20th c Modern building sand deposit beneath all other 
recorded layers – confirms that entire recorded 
sequence above is late 20th century. Base of 
adjacent gun room wall not visible.   

Lower 
terrace 
slot 

     

(8) Deposit Dark grey loamy topsoil 150mm Late 20th c Flower bed 

(26) Deposit Lighter grey relatively stone-
free subsoil 

100mm Late 20th c Subsoil 

(27) Deposit Mixed stony rubble and 
medium brown loam 

Max 220mm Mid to late 
20th c 

Terrace build up behind garden wall 
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Context 
Number 

Cut/Build
/Deposit 

Description Depth Date Comments 

(28) Deposit Dark grey sandy loam with 
occasional small granite 
pieces 

100-210mm 18th/19th c? Earlier soil level, built up over paving 

(29) Build Worn granite stones, laid to a 
level 

 18th c or 
earlier? 

Paving, possible fragment of path visible in 
William Borlase’s illustration 

 

Appendix 2: Depths recorded from tree root holes 
Location Tree type  Depth Cut/Build/

Deposit 
Description Comments 

Root Hole A, 
Upper terrace 

Cupressus 
macrocarpa 

200mm Deposit Dark brown sandy loam. Occasional 
fragments of roof slate 

Topsoil. Slate may be residual 
from earlier Castle Barn roof 
replacement 

  300mm Deposit Light brown sandy soil, much disturbed 
by tree roots 

Subsoil and tree roots 

  500mm 
from 
surface  

Natural Light orange-brown sandy clay and 
broken slate 

 

Root Hole B, 
Upper terrace 

Cupressus 
macrocarpa 

150mm 
(varying 
depth 
around 
stump) 

Deposit Dark brown sandy loam. Topsoil. 

  400mm Deposit Light brown sandy soil, much disturbed 
by tree roots. Occasional water-worn 
granite pieces 

Subsoil and tree roots. Granite 
appears to be redeposited 
paving stones 

  Within 
subsoil 

Deposit Dump of broken blue slate to E side of 
root hole 

Slate likely to be residual from 
earlier Castle Barn roof 
replacement 
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Location Tree type  Depth Cut/Build/
Deposit 

Description Comments 

  550mm 
from 
surface 

Natural Light orange-brown sandy clay and 
broken slate 

 

Root Hole C, 

Upper terrace 

Cupressus 
macrocarpa 

200mm Deposit Dark brown sandy loam, virtually stone 
-free. 

Topsoil 

  200mm Deposit Light brown sandy soil, occasional small 
stones 

Subsoil, heavily disturbed by 
tree roots 

  300mm Deposit Medium brown mixed soil and stones, 
occasional granite pieces 

Levelling/build up to create 
terrace behind wall 

  700mm 
from 
surface 

Natural Light orange-brown sandy clay and 
broken slate 

 

Root Hole D, 
Upper terrace 

Unidentified 150mm Deposit Relatively stone-free dark brown sandy 
loam 

Topsoil 

  150mm Deposit Light brown sandy soil with occasional 
small stones 

Subsoil 

  100mm Deposit Slate and rubble in a medium brown 
clayey soil 

Levelling/build up to create 
terrace 

  400mm 
from 
surface 

Natural Light orange-brown sandy clay and 
broken slate 
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Appendix 3: Listed building description 
The (slightly edited) entry for Pengersick on the Heritage Gateway website reads: 

Pengersick is first mentioned in 1197 and a chapel is recorded there in the C14 in 
association with a mansion. The surviving structures mostly relate to a fortified 
house built in 1510 by either Thomas Worth or one of the Milliton family. A letter 
'W' worked into the moulding around a window in the tower suggests the former. 
The house was probably built as a response to pirate raids on the south coast. It 
originally consisted of a complex of buildings ranged around two courtyards. The 
major tower (equivalent to a keep of a castle) survives intact but is now 
converted into a dwelling. This originally had an attached hall on the north side 
and there was a courtyard on the east side which consisted of stables and 
ancillary structures. To the west of the tower was another courtyard which was 
probably domestic, consisting of kitchens, stores, servant accommodation etc. 
This rear yard is now a farmyard. A fine granite moulding from the two storey 
porch attached to the hall is now the principal entrance to a farmhouse. The 
Milliton family occupied Pengersick for a few generations. Upon the death of 
William Milliton, who had no surviving sons, the property was divided between six 
daughters. With this complexity of ownership, the house fell into disuse. During 
the C18 and C19 the surviving structures were extensively robbed to provide the 
materials for the farm buildings which now cover the site. Of the fortified house 
only the three-storey tower survives. This was converted to a house in the early 
C20. A two-storey fortified building to the west was converted to a granary and 
became incorporated into the C19 farm complex. The whole site including the 
farm complex is a Scheduled Monument and the buildings are Listed, the tower 
being Grade I. 
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Appendix 4: Proposal for recording work – drains and 
floors 
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Appendix 5: Written Scheme of Investigation for tree 
and stump removal 
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