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1 Summary  
 

Historic Environment Projects was requested by Mrs P A Collins, Mrs B Old and Mrs C 

Grose Callan to undertake a geophysical survey of a site off Molesworth Street, 

Tintagel.  

A rapid desk-based assessment carried out for the purposes of this report indicated that 

the site formed part of the historic pattern of burgage plots associated with the planned 

medieval settlement of Trevena, established in the early thirteenth century. A medieval 

chapel and the site of a building reputed to be a priest’s house formerly lay 

immediately to the north of the site. No archaeological or historic features are known 

within the site and no previous archaeological investigations are known to have taken 

place, although the archaeological potential of the area of former burgage plots has 

been said to be significant. 

The unfavourable condition of the site – it was partly covered by scrub and trees, 

disused structures and fencing, demolition debris and quantities of litter and rubbish – 

meant that the magnetometer survey could only be carried out over a limited area. The 

presence of strongly magnetic debris potentially limited the effectiveness of the survey 

for detecting buried features of archaeological interest. 

A report detailing the findings of the assessment was prepared for the client. 
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Fig 1  Location map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 2 Site extent 
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2 Introduction 

2.1 Project background 

Planning application E1/2009/01745 for the construction of 22 dwellings was submitted 

on 10 December 2009. The application has subsequently been approved subject to 17 

conditions. Condition 11 states: 

“No development shall take place within the area to be developed until the 

applicant has secured the implementation of a programme of archaeological 

recording based on a written scheme of investigation submitted to and approved 

by the Local Planning Authority. Reason: To ensure that provision is made to 

record finds of archaeological interest in accordance with the requirements of 

PPG16 Archaeology and Planning.” [now superseded by NPPF (March 2012), 

Section 12] 

The development area is recorded on the Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment 

Record (HER) as within land characterised as Anciently Enclosed Land with significant 

potential for the survival of buried archaeological remains. The site is located 

immediately adjacent to and south of the historic core of the medieval planned 

settlement of Trevena, within the area of medieval burgage plots associated with the 

settlement. Immediately to the north is the reputed site of St Denys’ Chapel.  

As far as is known, there have been no previous archaeological investigations within the 

development area. However, there have been a number of archaeological landscape 

assessments undertaken which include Tintagel, the most relevant of which to this 

proposal is Tintagel, Cornwall: characterisation assessment (Berry et al 2003) (below).  

Historic Environment Projects was requested by Mrs P A Collins, Mrs B Old and Mrs C 

Grose Callan on 7 January 2014 to provide costs and a timetable for an archaeological 

assessment and geophysical survey of the site. A brief prepared by Mr P Copleston, 

Historic Environment Planning Advice Officer (HEPAO) (east), dated 6 November 2013, 

was attached. 

2.2 Aims 

Ground works may disturb buried archaeological remains. In order to understand the 

site and its potential for recording archaeological remains an assessment and 

geophysical survey is recommended. This would provide evidence for any 

recommendations for further archaeological recording. 

As stated in the brief, the site-specific aims are to: 

 Draw together historical and archaeological information about the site; 

 Undertake an archaeological magnetometer survey; 

 Produce a report containing the geophysical data and the data in interpreted form; 

 Inform whether an archaeological evaluation or further archaeological recording of 

any potential buried remains is recommended. 

 

The project objectives are to produce a written report on the findings of the 

investigations and to produce an English Heritage / ADS OASIS online entry for 

the assessment. 

2.3 Methods 

All recording work is undertaken according to the Institute for Archaeologists Standards 

and Guidance for Archaeological Investigation and Recording. Staff follow the IfA Code 

of Conduct and Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual 

Arrangements in Archaeology. The Institute for Archaeologists is the professional body 

for archaeologists working in the UK. 
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2.3.1 Desk-based assessment 

A rapid desk-based assessment was carried out to inform this report. This comprised 

examination of:  

 Historic maps, including: 

-  Joel Gascoyne’s map of Cornwall (1699) 

- Thomas Martyn’s map of Cornwall (1748)  

- OS 1 inch survey (c 1809) 

- Tintagel tithe map (c 1840)  

- 1st and 2nd editions Ordnance Survey 25in: 1 mile maps (c 1880 and c 1907) 

 Modern Ordnance Survey digital mapping 

 GIS layers curated by Cornwall Council and Historic Environment, Cornwall Council. 

2.3.2 Fieldwork: geophysical survey 

A specialist geophysical survey contractor was commissioned to undertake a 

magnetometer survey of the area of the proposed development site. All survey work 

was undertaken to nationally recommended standards and was carried out by 

appropriately qualified field staff. The results of the geophysical survey were made 

available to Historic Environment Projects in the form of a suitably illustrated summary 

report (Fry 2014). This includes a full description of the methodologies employed during 

the fieldwork and any subsequent data processing.  

2.3.3 Creation of site archive 

This included: 

 Project materials stored according to HER guidelines. 

 Completion of an English Heritage / ADS OASIS online archive entry. 

2.3.4 Archive report 

An archive report (this report) was prepared summarising the findings of the desk-

based assessment and geophysical survey, together with recommendations, a summary 

of the archive contents, a copy of the approved WSI and supporting illustrations. 

A paper copy and a digital (PDF) copy of the report, illustrations and any other files will 

be deposited in the Cornwall HER. Paper copies of the report will be distributed to the 

client, to local archives and national archaeological record centres. The information 

contained within the report will be deemed to be within the public domain. 

2.3.5 Archive deposition 

An index to the site archive was created and the archive contents prepared for long 

term storage, in accordance with HE standards. 

An ordered and integrated site archive was prepared in accordance with Management of 

Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) English Heritage 2006 upon 

completion of the project. As the project produced solely a documentary archive this 

will be deposited with the Cornwall Record Office as well as the Courtney Library of the 

Royal Institution of Cornwall. 

A summary of the contents of the archive will be supplied to the HEPAO. 

The archiving comprised the following: 

1. All correspondence relating to the project, the WSI, a single paper copy of the 

report together with an electronic copy on CD, stored in an archive standard (acid-

free) documentation box. 



Land off Molesworth Street, Tintagel: findings of a geophysical survey 

 

 5 

2. The project archive will be deposited initially at ReStore PLC, Liskeard, and in due 

course (when space permits) at Cornwall Record Office. 

 

3 Location and setting 
The development site occupies approximately 7500 sq m of land to the south of Fore 

Street and west of Molesworth Street in Tintagel. The area is centred on NGR SX 05680 

88300 and lies on a south west-facing slope between 92m OD at the upper, northern 

end of the site and 86m OD at the southern end.  

At the time the geophysical survey was carried out the site had been partly cleared of 

trees and scrub but retained overgrown areas, traces of concrete structures, heaps of 

apparent demolition debris, decayed fencing and a general coverage of rubbish and 

litter (Fry 2014; cover photograph). 

The underlying geology is recorded as Trambley Cove Formation slates (Fry 2014). 

 

4 Designations 

4.1 National 

No national designations fall within the development site. A Scheduled cross is located 

in Fore Street to the north and the Grade I Listed Old Post Office lies about 80m north 

west of the site. The Grade II Listed King Arthur’s Hall is approximately 70m to the 

north east.  

4.2 Regional/county 

No county, regional or local designations apply to the site. 

4.3 Access 

The development site is crossed at the southern end by public rights of way 554/35/3 

and 554/35/4 (Gold).  

 

5 Site history 
The proposed development site lies within an area characterised as Anciently Enclosed 

Land (Cornwall County Council 1996). This is land which forms the agricultural 

heartland of Cornwall, enclosed and cultivated since at least the seventeenth century 

but in most cases from at least the medieval period. The pattern of boundaries defining 

field systems in this historic landscape character Type is often derived from enclosure 

of groups of medieval cultivation strips. 

In the current instance the area formerly fell within an area of medieval burgage plots. 

These were elongated strips of land formerly associated with buildings on the south 

side of what is now Fore Street, the principal axis of the planned medieval urban 

settlement of Trevena, probably established about 1233 (Berry et al 2003, 13). The 

curving form of the north-south boundaries defining the boundaries of some of these 

plots shown on historic maps (Figs 3, 4, 5) closely resembles the characteristic shape of 

medieval cultivation strips and it is possible that the burgage plots here were 

themselves laid out to respect pre-existing strips. 

The current development site was therefore part of the medieval settlement of Trevena. 

The name Trevena includes the Cornish element tre- and may indicate an early 

medieval settlement in the area (Berry et al 2003, 13). However, areas falling within 

Anciently Enclosed Land frequently reveal evidence for settlement and field systems 

extending back to the Middle Bronze Age (c 1500 BC) and on occasion earlier 
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monuments and features. This historic landscape character Type is regarded as having 

a high potential for the survival of buried archaeological remains.  

The Tintagel tithe survey of 1842 recorded the proposed development area as divided 

between two former burgage plots (Fig 3). That to the west (identified on the tithe 

survey as parcel 803) was noted as Meadow, with land use logged as arable and 

3 roods 15 perches in extent. That to the east (804) was named as Backside, also in 

use as arable and measuring a little under 3 roods in area. (The burgage plot 

immediately to the west of the current development site (802) was also recorded as 

Backside and this may have been the traditional name for these parcels of land in 

Trevena.) 

The division of the site into two parts continues to be shown on the 1st and 2nd edition 

Ordnance Survey 25in: 1 mile maps of c 1880 and c 1907 (Figs 4, 5). There is some 

indication that the course of the stream which forms the southern boundary of the site 

had been altered between the tithe survey of 1842 and the 1st edition map of c 1880. 

The first of these (Fig 3) showed the stream diverting to the north around a small plot 

numbered 805 on the tithe map and recorded by the tithe apportionment as 7 perches 

of waste. The 1st edition map (Fig 4) appears to show this small parcel as having been 

incorporated into the parcel shown on the tithe map as 803. 

The 1st edition 25in: 1 mile map of c 1880 (Fig 4) shows a spring close to the southern 

end of the western burgage plot, approached by a path from the buildings on the street 

frontage to the north. Neither feature appears on the 2nd edition map of c 1907 

(Fig 5). 

Current digital Ordnance Survey mapping (Fig 6) shows the boundary which formerly 

divided the present development site as almost completely removed. However, it 

depicts what appears to be a small stub of this feature surviving at the southern end, 

adjacent to the stream. An access road has been constructed along the eastern and 

northern sides of the site. 

Details of recent land use in the development area are unknown. However, recent aerial 

photographs (Figs 7 and 8) show the site partly overgrown with scrub and small trees. 

Photographs taken by the geophysical contractors during the survey show what appear 

to be heaps of demolition debris, remains of structures, decayed fencing and a general 

spread of litter. These latter factors considerably reduced the potential for effective 

geophysical survey (below).   

Earlier maps at smaller scales – Gascoyne’s map of 1699, Martyn’s of 1748 and the 1st 

edition Ordnance Survey 1in map of c 1809 – provide no additional detail on the site.  

The Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment Record provides no information on 

features within the site. Immediately to the north, however, it records the former site 

of a chapel dedicated to St Denys (Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment Record 

MCO 10244). This was licensed in 1400 but may have been much older. The site of a 

‘priest's house’ supposedly associated with the chapel is also shown on the 1st and 2nd 

edition Ordnance Survey 25in: 1 mile maps of c 1880 and c 1907 to the north of the 

present site. These locations are both now occupied by the footprint of the Tintagel 

Hotel. 

As far as is known, there have been no previous detailed archaeological investigations 

within the development area. However, it falls within the area covered by the Tintagel, 

Cornwall: characterisation assessment (Berry et al 2003). This report makes a general 

assessment of archaeological potential within the Tintagel area, referring to the 

potential ‘survival of below-ground archaeology and elements of historic building fabric 

within the core area of Fore Street’, and the ‘survival of below-ground archaeology 

within the area of the surviving burgage plots’ (ibid, 18). It also points out that 

‘surviving burgage plot boundaries are likely to seal earlier soil horizons and contain 

dating and ecofactual evidence’. 
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6 Geophysical results 
 

The geophysical survey was undertaken by ArchaeoPhysica Ltd on 3 April 2014. The 

survey report (Fry 2014) notes that ‘[A]pproximately 1540 square meters (0.15ha) 

were able to be surveyed over a field which had been partly cleared prior to survey but 

was rough to traverse and retained overgrown areas, some with signs of concrete 

structures. Trees, shrubs and general rubbish was around the site, making some areas, 

especially around the margins, unsuitable for survey.’ 

The report noted that in the centre of the block surveyed ‘an area containing large 

dipolar anomalies [1] perhaps contains modern debris judging by the surrounding area, 

however, the exact cause is uncertain. It seems unlikely to be of archaeological interest 

unless this is material filling an earlier depression or perhaps sealing an earlier land 

surface.’ Other strongly dipolar anomalies, for example those marked [2] and [3] in 

Figure 8, could possibly be related to near-surface geological variations.  

Overall, nothing of archaeological interest was identified within the geophysics dataset. 

However, the unfavourable site conditions meant that the geophysical survey was only 

able to cover part of the site and, over significant parts of this area, the ground 

conditions limited the usefulness of the data which was gathered. The report noted that 

the ‘presence of strongly magnetic debris potentially limited the effectiveness of the 

survey for detecting buried features of archaeological interest’ (Fry 2014). 

 

7 Recommendations 
The rapid desk-top assessment indicates that the development site is historically and 

potentially archaeologically significant as part of the planned medieval settlement of 

Trevena, now known as Tintagel. Current Ordnance Survey mapping shows a small 

portion of a boundary on the alignment of the historic division between the medieval 

burgage plots as surviving.  

The unfavourable condition of the site for geophysical survey means that buried 

archaeology may survive but was not detected. Further investigation would be required 

to determine whether significant archaeological features are present on the site.  

The HEPAO retains the option to require further investigation or recording of the 

potential archaeology of the area.  
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Fig 3 Extract from Tintagel tithe map, c 1840. The proposed development site is 

outlined in red on this and subsequent maps. NB. The outline is derived from modern 

OS mapping and the ‘fit’ to historic maps is approximate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 4 1st edition Ordnance Survey 25in: 1 mile map, c 1880 
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Fig 5 2nd edition Ordnance Survey 25in: 1 mile map, c 1907 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 6 Ordnance Survey digital mapping showing the site and its environs (2014) 
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Fig 7  The geophysics data plot for the Trevena development site.  
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Fig 8  The interpreted geophysical data for the site. See section 6 of this report for 

descriptions and interpretation of the features identified. 
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Appendix 1: Written Scheme of Investigation 
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