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1 Summary  
PDP Green Consulting Ltd were commissioned by Sir Ferrers Vyvyan to undertake 

assessments and surveys leading to the restoration of the Grade II listed Double 

Lodges at the south entrance of the Trelowarren Estate near Helston. The Double 

Lodges complex, constructed in the mid-18th century, is located at NGR SW 71715 

22697 (Figs 1 and 2). Whilst PDP Green undertook the structural survey, Cornwall 

Archaeological Unit was subcontracted to carry out an historic building survey and 

assessment and Cornwall Environmental Consulting Ltd was subcontracted to carry out 

a bat survey. The works were undertaken in advance of proposed repair and 

consolidation to stabilise and protect the structures, as part of a Higher Level 

Stewardship agreement entered into by Sir Ferrers Vyvyan with Natural England.   

The Double Lodges complex is designed to be perfectly symmetrical and lies at the 

southern entrance to the Trelowarren Estate. It includes two octagonal lodge buildings 

(the north-west lodge designed as a kitchen/living room and the south-east lodge 

designed as a bed chamber), adjoining flanking walls forming a semi-circle which 

terminates with piers at the roadside and three (formerly four) gate piers located 

between the two lodges. The entrance forms part of a major remodelling of the house 

and pleasure grounds undertaken by Sir Richard Vyvyan in the 1750s. The gate piers 

are likely to be replacements, erected here in c1833 (possibly having been salvaged 

from Nanswhydden House after it burnt down). 

By the mid-20th century the north-western free-standing gate pier had been removed 

along with former wrought iron gates. Since the 1950s when the last resident left the 

lodges, they have been left vacant. The roof coverings were replaced during the 1980s 

using Spanish slate and grey ridge tiles. At that time the roof structures were also 

replaced, along with the brick chimneys. All the replacement work carried out in the 

1980s was designed to match the original features and replace like with like. The 

windows and doors of the lodges have now been removed and the window openings 

blocked with concrete blockwork. 

Significantly the Double Lodges with associated flanking walls and gate piers are Grade 

II listed structures and are also included as part of the Grade II registered park and 

garden. The lodges and flanking walls have remained essentially as they were first built 

in the 18th century and exist as a fine example of mid-18th century architecture. The 

symmetrical design of the entrance, its surrounding landscape features and associated 

buildings are important survivors of the 18th century remodelling of the grounds at 

Trelowarren. The complex as a whole can be classed as having high heritage 

significance.  
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Fig 1 Location map. 

 

 

Fig 2 Aerial view 2005. 
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2 Introduction 

2.1 Project background 

Sir Ferrers Vyvyan has entered the Trelowarren Estate into a ten year Entry/Higher 

Level Stewardship agreement with Natural England (ref AG00360113). As part of this 

agreement plans were made to undertake assessments and surveys leading to the 

restoration of the double lodges and their associated features (Reynolds 2014). A brief 

outlining the required works was prepared by Ann Reynolds, Senior Archaeologist, 

Countryside Advice, Historic Environment, Cornwall Council. This brief sets out the 

entire works schedule and includes requirements for historic assessment, an historic 

building survey, a bat survey, a structural condition survey, an assessment of 

significance and options appraisal. PDP Green Consulting Ltd were commissioned to 

manage and carry out key elements of the project, subcontracting Cornwall 

Archaeological Unit to undertake the historic assessment and building survey and 

Cornwall Environmental Consulting Ltd to complete the bat survey.  

2.2 Aims 

The project as a whole aims to put in place all work and consents needed to restore the 

lodges and associated entrance features. 

Specific aims were to undertake an archaeological and structural survey of the Double 

Lodge complex in order to provide the level of information required to understand its 

construction, significance and most appropriate restoration, to ensure that its historical 

integrity is preserved and enhanced (Reynolds 2014).  

The final aim was to use the information gathered to support plans for restoration by 

drawing up works specifications and applying for Statutory Consents (Reynolds 2014). 

 

3 Location and setting 
Trelowarren House is located at NGR SW 72078 23841 and is a Grade I Listed Building 

set within a Grade II Registered Park and Garden. It is located approximately 9km 

south-east of Helston on the Lizard peninsula (Fig 1). The Double Lodges including their 

flanking walls and gateposts at the south entrance of the estate (NGR SW 71715 

22697) are grade II listed structures. This entrance fronts the B3293, a busy road 

leading from Helston to St Keverne, and is situated on a flat area of ground which lies 

at a height of approximately 88m OD. Beyond the entrance, the drive leads north-east 

and north through the Trelowarren Plantations; these plantations of silver fir, Pinaster, 

and Scots pine were planted on Lizard Heath as experimental forestry in c1755 

(Register of Historic Parks and Gardens). The south drive was the principal access to 

Trelowarren in the 18th century. The soils here are recorded as Denbigh 2 loam over 

shale, overlying bedrock of the Roseland Breccia Formation (British Geological Survey). 

 

4 Designations 
The Double Lodges, flanking walls and gate piers are all grade II listed structures 

(Listed Building No. 65341.) 

The listed building description is as follows: 

Entrance lodges, gate piers and screen walls to Trelowarren House qv, circa 

early C19. Lodges are stucco over serpentine rubble with octagonal roofs behind 

parapets, the left hand lodge with the original scantle slate, the right hand 

lodge, asbestos slate. Brick chimneys over the walls opposite the entrance. 

Granite ashlar flanking walls and piers. 2 octagonal plan lodges; each of one 

room plan, the left hand one the living room with larger fireplace; the right hand 

one the sleeping chamber. The lodges flank the gateway at the entrance to the 

carriageway, one principal pier remaining. To left and right are low quadrant-on-

plan walls with terminal piers. The single storey octagonal lodges have stone 
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coped parapets; the 3 outer faces of each lodge have central round-headed blind 

or blocked openings, the inner ones doorways. At the rear are similar openings 

with doorways near the gateway; the left hand lodge has an old 2-light 

casement surviving in the bay next to the doorway. Between the 2 lodges, 

flanking the gateway, the remaining of 2-gate piers is rusticated granite ashlar 

with moulded cornice and cap, square-on-plan, and smaller half piers attached 

to the lodges are similar. Flanking the outer side of the lodges are low square-

coped screen walls ramped at either end with square-on-plan terminal gate 

piers, at left and right, with square cap stones. 

It should be noted that the early 19th century date given in the listing description is 

incorrect. The main structural elements are mid-18th century in date although the gate 

piers between the two lodges are probably an early 19th century insertion. 

The grounds surrounding Trelowarren and including the site of the Double Lodges are 

part of a Grade II registered park and garden (No. 2321). The grounds are listed as 

‘mid-18th and early 19th century gardens and parkland, with earlier origins’ (full listing 

description held by EHA). 

The whole of Trelowarren lies within an area designated as both an Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty (AONB) and an Area of Great Scientific Value (AGSV). 

 

5 Methods for historic building survey and 

assessment 
The fieldwork was undertaken to be equivalent to an English Heritage Level 2/3 survey 

(see English Heritage 2006). It comprised a walk-over, photographic survey, measured 

survey and the production of brief building descriptions. 

5.1 Desk–based assessment 

During the desk-based assessment historical databases and archives were consulted in 

order to obtain information about the history of the double lodges’ entrance. The main 

sources consulted were as follows: 

 Cornwall HER 

 Early maps and photographs (see Section 13.1)  

 Published histories (see Section 13.2) 

 Internet (see Section 13.3) 

5.2 Fieldwork 

Analysis of the building fabric was undertaken on site (recorded as notes). A total 

station survey was also undertaken to create a topographical plan and elevations of the 

lodge flanking walls. External measured elevations of the lodges themselves were 

created by hand.  

The photographic record comprised: 

 general views 

 internal and external elevations 

 examples of structural and architectural detail 

The principal photographic record comprised black and white photographs taken using a 

35mm camera on fine grain archive quality film. Supporting colour photographs were 

taken with a digital camera for illustrative use. 

A metric scale was included in all archive shots where possible.  
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5.3 Post-fieldwork 

All project materials were prepared for long term storage. This report was prepared to 

summarise the results of this stage of the works. 

 

6 History of the site 
Trelowarren was part of King Harold’s possessions before his death at the battle of 

Hastings in 1066 and it is listed in the Domesday Survey of 1086 as Trellewaret held by 

Thurstan (Thorn and Thorn 1979). The place-name consists of the Cornish element tre 

plus an unknown element; the early spellings and stress show that the second word 

cannot be lowarn ‘fox’, but the name may later have been felt to contain that word 

(Padel 1985, 168). 

In 1227 Trelowarren was held by Robert Cardinan and it passed to the Ferrers family 

two generations later by the marriage of Isolda Cardinan to Sir William Ferrers. Their 

descendent, Richard Ferrers held the manor in 1426, when there was a small manor 

house here, and it was his daughter Honor who brought Trelowarren into the Vyvyan 

family by marrying John Vyvyan (Country Life, 1916; Vyvyan 1976, 5).  

Little is known about the extent and layout of the original medieval house at 

Trelowarren although it seems likely that it was located either wholly or partially on the 

site of the present house with its main entrance on the eastern side. References to a 

medieval chapel dedicated to St Mary on the site in the 15th century suggest that it lay 

to the north of the present house (Henderson, 1958, 335).  

The first available map to show any detail of the Estate is Thomas Martyn’s map of the 

county of Cornwall dated 1748 (Fig 3). This shows that a driveway from the south to 

the house already existed by this date. It is unclear, however, whether the southern 

end of this driveway followed the line of the present route leading to the later Double 

Lodges or if it led directly southwards to join the bend in the road which leads to 

Newtown-in–St Martin. 

During the 18th century Sir Richard Vyvyan, the fifth Baronet (1732-1781), who had 

been a student of the antiquarian William Borlase, employed the architect Thomas 

Edwards of Greenwich to remodel the house in Georgian fashion as well as employing 

Dionysus Williams to redesign the grounds (Register of Parks and Gardens, 2000, 70). 

Gilbert (1820), states that the fifth Baronet, reconstructed the interior of the house in 

the 1750s. It seems almost certain that Dionysus Williams and possibly Thomas 

Edwards were involved with the design of the Double Lodges and new south entrance 

to the estate in the 1750s as the complex is clearly shown on what is thought to be 

Dionysus William’s Plan of the Barton of Trelowarren c1750 (Fig 4). At this date the 

south entrance and drive became the principal access for the house. 

The list entry for the Register of Historic Parks and Gardens states that the Grade II* 

gate piers which now stand approximately 150m to the west of the house date to the 

1660s. These piers are said to have been moved from their original site (at the 

entrance to the 17th century forecourt on the west side of the house) to the site of the 

Double Lodges as part of the newly created south entrance in c1760 (Vyvyan 1901-

1903). It is likely that the piers were moved to their present position at the entrance to 

the drive to the west of the house when this was created by Sir Richard Rawlinson 

Vyvyan in c1833, and that at the same time the present gate piers (possibly salvaged 

from Nanswhydden) were erected at the double lodges entrance. 

The next available cartographic source which shows the southern entrance is the c1840 

Tithe map for the parish of Mawgan-in-Meneage (Fig 5). Comparison with the Dionysus 

Williams plan (Fig 4) clearly shows that the Tithe map depiction of the entrance and 

flanking lodges is inaccurate.  

The entrance is shown much more accurately on the First Edition OS map of c1880 (Fig 

6). This map indicates that by this time a lean-to had been added to the north-west 

side of the north-west lodge and a private enclosed garden had been established in the 
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plantation to the south-east of the entrance and was connected to the lodges via a 

footpath. Another footpath leading north from the north-west lodge led to two small 

rectangular buildings located approximately 30m away. Both survive but are now 

roofless and one contains a fireplace. These buildings may be contemporary with the 

lodges.   

Between c1880 and c1907 (see Figs 6 and 7) the entrance area appears to have 

remained relatively unchanged. Photographs (Figs 8 and 9) dating to the early 20th 

century show the lodges with one window opening each fronting the road. The windows 

themselves are shown at this date as casements with small octagonal panes. At this 

date both freestanding gate piers remained intact with urns surviving on top. The 

wrought iron gates to the carriage entrance and both pedestrian entrances also 

survived along with arched, wrought iron bars over them on which lanterns were once 

suspended and estate fencing around the splayed roadside entrance. 

By the mid-20th century (as evidenced by a photograph of this date, Fig 10), the north-

western freestanding gate pier had been removed along with the wrought iron gates, 

the arched iron bars over and the estate fencing. The windows in the lodges had also 

been replaced with simple casements containing rectangular panes. All three historic 

photographs show a backdrop of dense woodland to the rear of the lodges inside the 

estate. 

Since the 1950s when the last resident left, the lodges have been left vacant. The listed 

building description of 1957 describes an original scantle slate roof covering on the 

north-west lodge and asbestos slate covering on the south-east lodge, but these roof 

coverings were replaced during the 1980s using Spanish slate and grey ridge tiles. At 

that time the roof structures were also replaced, along with the brickwork chimney on 

each lodge. All the replacement work carried out in the 1980s was designed to match 

the original features and replace like with like. 

The windows and doors of the lodges have now been removed and the window 

openings infilled with concrete blockwork.  

 

7 Results of historical assessment and building 

survey 
The Double Lodges complex forms the southern entrance to the Estate and comprises a 

symmetrical arrangement of structures fronting the B3293. The structures include two 

lodges (the north-west lodge designed as a kitchen/living room and the south-east 

lodge designed as a bed chamber), adjoining flanking walls forming a semi-circle which 

terminates with piers at the roadside. Three (formerly four) gate piers located between 

the two lodges.  

Other features which are associated with the complex but which will remain unaffected 

by the proposed works are discussed as follows:  

In front of the curved flanking walls along the roadside and either side of the entrance 

are two elliptical-shaped grassed areas measuring approximately 8m in width which 

were once enclosed with iron park fencing (see Figs 8 and 9). Immediately to the rear 

of the lodges and flanking walls, inside the Estate, are a further two grassed areas each 

measuring approximately 20m2 either side of the drive surrounded by shrubs and trees. 

Within the north-west area there is a slate covered well which lies approximately 8m to 

the north of the lodge. Beyond this at 27m to the north of the lodge and just outside 

the grassed area, lie two small, roofless, serpentine rubble buildings which are likely to 

be contemporary with the lodges. The larger of the two building measures 4m2 and was 

either used as a bedchamber, shelter or office since it has a small fireplace in the west 

gable and the smaller building measuring 2m by 3m was almost certainly a privy. 

Another feature associated with the complex is sub-rectangular enclosure (presumed to 

be a private garden for the Double Lodges) shown on the c1880 and c1907 OS maps 

(Figs 6 and 7). This garden enclosure still survives in the form of a low bank within the 

woodland. It measures approximately 20m north-east to south-west by 16m north-
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west to south-east and lies approximately 50m to the south-east of the south-eastern 

lodge. It is shown on the historic OS maps with a footpath leading directly to it from the 

lodges. 

7.1 The Lodges 

The lodges are mid-18th century in date and stand approximately 7.5m apart either side 

of the once gated entrance to the estate. They are small single-room, octagonal 

buildings, built as mirror images of each other. Each measures 5.9m in external 

diameter with external wall lengths of 2.4m and wall heights of 3.4m. The walls are 

constructed from roughly coursed serpentine rubble bonded with a mid-yellowish brown 

silty clay, earth mortar whilst the arches over openings and recesses are constructed 

from brickwork. Each lodge has a stepped-out granite plinth at its base and a granite 

parapet coping at the top. The external serpentine rubble wall faces have large patches 

of white painted render surviving. The original render comprises the same earth mortar 

that has been used for bonding the masonry and its surface is incised to give the 

illusion of ashlar masonry to match the granite ashlar flanking walls. Much of the 

original render survives although some areas have been patched with modern cement 

mortar and incised lines added to match the original.  

Both lodges have the same external arrangement of window and door openings 

repeated as mirror images of each other. Both have a single door opening fronting the 

carriageway to the rear of the former gates, a single window opening facing north-east 

into the estate and a single window opening facing south-west onto the road. Either 

side of the south-west windows there are blind doorways fronting the roadside which 

originally may have contained illustrative paintings (although the plasterwork within the 

recesses is scribed to imitate ashlar)  Unfortunately no original joinery survives and all 

openings are now blocked or boarded over. 

Both buildings have octagonal pyramidal roof structures which were replaced like-for- 

like in the 1980s when they were re-slated with Spanish slate. Each of the buildings has 

a brick-built chimney, which were also like-for-like replacements built in the 1980s. 

7.1.1 North-west lodge 

The north-west lodge was designed to function as a kitchen and living room. Externally 

there are no differences in the external design of the two lodges except that they are 

mirror images of each other. However, internally each lodge is designed for different 

functions. The interior stone wall faces of the north-west lodge were originally plastered 

and some patches survive although much of what is left is a replacement cement 

render. In the north-west wall there is a large serpentine rubble-built chimney breast 

with a large fireplace designed to take a cooking range. The fireplace has a 

replacement, quarried granite lintel and a slate hearth (Fig 20). Either side of the 

chimney breast there is evidence for former cupboards along the north and west walls. 

There is also a recess in the south wall behind the blind doorway which would have 

provided more cupboard space. The front window opening in the south-west wall shows 

evidence for a former window seat. The floor surface in this lodge comprises a cement 

screed (with the exception of the slate flagstone in front of the fireplace) which may 

cover an earlier floor surface. Originally there would have been a suspended ceiling but 

this is now missing and the roof structure is now exposed. 

7.1.2 South-east lodge 

The south-east lodge is very different internally, being designed originally to function as 

a bed chamber. In this room the stone walls were originally dry-lined although this has 

since been removed leaving the iron brackets that once attached the dry-lining 

scattered over the wall surfaces. A tall stepped-out moulded skirting, created in plaster, 

remains in situ. All original fittings in the room, such as the fireplace, were designed to 

work with the dry-lined wall surfaces. In the south-east wall the fireplace with its cast-

iron grate survives, although the mantle/surround has been removed and a raised 

cement-covered hearth has been inserted. As with the north-west lodge the front 

window opening in the south-west wall shows evidence of a former window seat and 
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there is also a blocked, recessed cupboard in the west wall behind the blind doorway. 

The floor surface in this lodge comprises a cement screed which may cover an earlier 

floor surface and as with the north-west lodge originally there would have been a 

suspended ceiling which is now missing, exposing the roof structure. 

7.2 Flanking screen walls and associated piers 

Two symmetrically built screen or flanking walls, one adjoining the north-west wall of 

the north-west lodge the other adjoining the south-east wall of the south-east lodge, 

arc south-westwards to join the road forming a semi-circular entrance area to the 

lodges. These walls are constructed from granite ashlar and have granite coping. They 

stand approximately 1.2m high although at the ends they rise up to a height of 2.4m 

where they join the lodges and the terminal piers. The joints between the ashlar blocks 

are very fine so that the bonding material is not visible. At the roadside end of each 

wall is a square-plan granite ashlar pier surmounted by a square-plan granite capstone. 

The width of the entrance between the two terminal piers is approximately 40m. 

7.3 Gate piers 

It seems likely that these gate piers were erected here in c1833 (possibly having been 

salvaged from Nanswhydden House after it burnt down) as replacements for the earlier 

c1660s gate piers which were moved in c1833 to a newly created entrance to the west 

of the house.  

The two lodges stand 7.6m apart. Between them was once a gated entrance comprising 

a central carriage entrance framed by two taller piers with pedestrian entrances either 

side of it. The wrought iron gates were removed in the early or mid-20th century at the 

same time as the north-western free-standing gate pier (presumably to allow access for 

larger vehicles). The elements of the gateway that survive include the south-eastern 

free-standing gate pier and two smaller half piers that adjoin the lodge walls on either 

side. They are rusticated granite piers which have a strikingly different finish to the 

ashlar flanking walls and false ashlar render of the lodges. It is not unusual to see the 

two finishes used together in 18th or early 19th century architecture although in this 

case it seems that the piers are probably not contemporary with the original complex.  

Originally the free-standing gate piers had stone urns as finials. These are now missing 

as are the wrought iron gates which are shown in early photographs (Figs 8 and 9). The 

carriage gateway would have measured 3m in width and the pedestrian gateways 

1.15m in width. The remaining free-standing pier has been knocked by large vehicles 

and the granite capstones are now dislodged. The iron bar which once held a lantern 

over the south-east pedestrian gate is now broken and twisted. Some iron pintail 

hinges which once held the gates remain in situ in all three piers.    

 

8 Results of bat survey 
An assessment for bats was undertaken by Cornwall Environmental Consultants Ltd on 

7th November 2014 and the assessment report is attached as an Appendix within this 

report. 

To summarise, evidence of bats was found in the NW Lodge and the recommendations 

from the assessment describe that it will be necessary to maintain access to this 

building, in the form of a ‘letterbox’ arrangement with a minimum opening size of 150 x 

50mm. In addition, it will be necessary to ensure bitumen felt underlay is used in roofs 

that will potentially be inhabited by bats. 

 

9 Results of structural survey 
A Structural Appraisal Report has been undertaken and the recommendations are 

included within the Design Statement. Both documents were prepared by PDP Green 

Consulting Ltd, and are attached as Appendices to this report. 
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10 Statement of significance 
The Double Lodges with associated flanking walls and gate piers which stand at the 

south entrance to Trelowarren are Grade II listed structures. They are also included as 

part of the Grade II registered park and garden. With the exception of the gate piers 

between the two lodges, all the other structural elements were designed and built in 

the mid-18th century as part of a major remodelling of the house and pleasure grounds 

undertaken by Sir Richard Vyvyan, the fifth Baronet (1732-1781). At this time Sir 

Richard Vyvyan commissioned Dionysus Williams to redesign the grounds which 

included the creation of a grand south entrance as the principal access to the house. 

The design of the entrance is completely symmetrical. The flanking walls with terminal 

piers are constructed from granite ashlar and the lodges themselves built from 

serpentine rubble with a false ashlar render to echo the flanking walls. The lodges are 

based on an octagonal architectural design and were probably originally constructed as 

lodgings for a gate keeper. 

The gate piers between the two lodges are likely to have been erected in the 1830s 

when two reused 1660s piers were removed from here to stand at a newly-built 

entrance to the west of the house (Vyvyan 1901-1903 and Register of Parks and 

Gardens). 

The lodges and flanking walls have remained essentially as they were first built in the 

18th century with some alterations and repairs to the lodges such as the removal of 

windows, doors, ceilings and dry-lining, replacement of the roofs and rebuilding of the 

chimneys. The north-westernmost of the early 19th century free-standing gate piers has 

been removed from its original position but the granite sections have been salvaged. 

The wrought iron gates to the vehicle and pedestrian entrances as well as the iron rail 

fencing which are shown on early photographs were removed sometime during the 20th 

century.  

The symmetrical design of the entrance, its surrounding landscape features and 

associated buildings are important survivors of the 18th century remodelling of the 

grounds at Trelowarren. These elements can be classed as having high heritage 

significance. 

 

11 Discussion of issues and options 
Issues and options regarding the Double Lodges complex are discussed in the Design 

Statement prepared by PDP Green Consulting Ltd, in support of the Listed Building 

Consent application. This document has included as an Appendix of this report. 

 

12  Recommendations 
Recommendations for progressing with the consolidation of the south entrance include 

the following: 

Repair/consolidation of the flanking/screening walls: Ivy should be removed 

from the walls and the roots treated. Repairs should be made to areas which have been 

damage by vegetation growth using like for like materials. 

Repair/consolidation of the lodges: 

It is envisaged that at present no works are to be carried out to the interiors. 

Proposed works to the exteriors include: 

 re-rendering the wall faces 

 replacement of two windows in each lodge 

 replacement door in each lodge 

 repair or replacement of both roofs 

Patches of the original stucco remain in situ on both the lodges. It is clear that this was 

originally incised to create the impression of ashlar blocks. It is recommended that 
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replacement render should be as close to the original as possible to recreate the 

original colour and texture and that incised lines should be added to match the existing. 

It is suggested that the design of the replacement windows should copy that of the 

original casement windows with octagonal panes shown on an early photograph (Fig 9). 

There is no historic evidence to indicate the original door design but it is suggested that 

the replacement doors should be panelled rather than ledged and braced which seems 

more in keeping with the design and status of the buildings. The arched section of 

opening above the door could contain a light with octagonal panes to echo those in the 

windows.  

The roof structures and slate coverings along with the chimneys were replaced in the 

1980s to match the existing (Sir Ferrers Vyvyan pers. comm.). None of the original roof 

timbers survive which would have shown evidence for removed ceilings in both lodges. 

Any alterations or reconstruction should match the original in both dimensions and 

materials. 

Consolidation of the existing gate piers and options for reinstating the 

removed gate pier: 

The existing gate piers are most probably an early 19th century insertion. The top of the 

remaining, large, free-standing pier has undergone damage causing the upper 

stonework to become dislodged and the finial shown on an early photograph is now 

missing. A distorted iron bar is attached to the upper courses which may once have 

supported a lamp over the pedestrian gate. It is suggested that the upper courses are 

reinstated to their original positions and secured.  

The reinstatement of the removed free-standing pier would allow the symmetry of the 

entrance to be restored. This would enhance the appearance and add to the historic 

understanding of the structures. However, a perfectly symmetrical reinstatement would 

create a very narrow vehicle gateway passable only by car. The large farm vehicles for 

which this is the only access would not be able to pass. Options which could be 

considered as a solution include the following: 

 The reinstatement of the missing gate pier in its original position. This would 

mean that a new entrance for large vehicle access would have to be created 

elsewhere (possibly to the south-west of Trezemper Lodge off the unclassified 

road that leads to Newtown St Martin). 

 The reinstatement of the missing gate pier in a position much closer to the 

north-west lodge. This would allow for large vehicle access but not renew the 

symmetry of the entrance. 

 The reinstatement of the missing gate pier in a position closer to the north-west 

lodge and the dismantling and rebuilding of the remaining gate pier closer to the 

south-east lodge. This would allow for large vehicle access and renew the 

symmetry of the entrance.  

 Repairing the existing gate pier and not reinstating the missing pier. This would 

allow for large vehicle access but would not renew the symmetry of the 

entrance.  

Surviving iron pintail hinges in the existing piers that once supported the pedestrian 

and vehicle gates show differing degrees of erosion. Expansion of one pintail on the 

northern lodge has expanded with rust, pushing the stonework of the gate pier apart. If 

they are deemed to be reusable it is suggested that they remain in situ. If not they 

should be replaced like-with-like. 

Reinstatement of gates and park railings:  

Although none of the gates or railings survive now, early photographs (Figs 8 and 9) 

show their design and form. It is suggested that the design of new gates and railings 

attempts to recreate the early 19th century design.  
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Fig 3 Tracing of Thomas Martyn’s map of the county of Cornwall 1748 
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Fig 4 Extract from the Plan of the Barton of Trelowarren probably by Dionysus Williams 

c1750 (CRO ref: V/P/1) 

 

Fig 5 Tithe Map for the parish of Mawgan-in-Meneage, c1840. 
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Fig 6 First Edition of the Ordnance Survey 25 Inch Map, c1880. 

 

Fig 7 Second Edition of the Ordnance Survey 25 Inch Map, c1907. 
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Fig 8 Early 20th century photograph of the south entrance looking east 

 

 

Fig 9 Postcard of the Double Lodges, c1910. 

 



Trelowarren Double Lodges, near Helston, Cornwall, Historic building survey and assessments 2015 

 

 16 

 

Fig 10 Mid-20th century photograph of the south entrance looking north-east 

 

Fig 11 Ordnance Survey digital mapping showing the site and its environs (2015). 
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Fig 12 Lodges looking north-east from 

road. 

 

Fig 13 Lodges looking south-west from 

estate. 

 

Fig 14 Lodges looking south from 

estate. 

 

Fig 15 East elevation of NW lodge. 

 

Fig 16 North elevation of NW lodge. 

 

Fig 17 West elevation of NW lodge. 

 

Fig 18 South-west elevation of NW 

lodge. 

 

Fig 19 South-east elevation of NW 

lodge. 
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Fig 20 Fireplace in north-west wall of 

NW lodge. 

 

Fig 21 Blocked window in south-west 

wall of NW lodge. 

 

Fig 22 Cupboard behind blind doorway 

in south wall of NW lodge. 

 

Fig 23 Door opening in east wall of NW 

lodge. 

 

Fig 24 Blocked window in north-east 

wall of NW lodge. 

 

Fig 25 Roof structure in NW lodge. 
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Fig 26 North elevation of SE lodge. 

 

Fig 27 North-west elevation of SE lodge. 

 

Fig 28 West elevation of SE lodge. 

 

Fig 29 North-east elevation of SE lodge. 

 

Fig 30 Fireplace in south-east wall of SE 

lodge. 

 

Fig 31 Interior of south wall of SE lodge. 

 

Fig 32 Blocked window in north-east 

wall of SE lodge. 
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Fig 33 Interior of east wall of SE lodge. 

 

Fig 34 Front (south) elevation of NW 

flanking wall. 

 

Fig 35 Front (south) elevation of NW 

flanking wall and pier. 

 

 

 

 

 

Fig 36 Front (west) elevation of SE 

flanking wall. 

 

Fig 37 Front (west) elevation of SE 

flanking wall and pier. 

 

Fig 38 North-east elevation of free-

standing gate pier. 

 

Fig 39 South-west elevation of free-

standing gate pier. 

Note the dislodged coping stones. 
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Fig 40 Plan of the Double Lodges complex. 
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Fig 41 Lodge plans.
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Fig 42 North-east and south-west views of both lodges. 
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Fig 43 ‘Opened out’ elevations of the north-west lodge. 
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Fig 44 Front (south-west) view of the lodges and flanking walls. 
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Appendix 1: Bat assessment 
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Appendix 2: Structural appraisal report 
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Appendix 3: Design statement 
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Appendix 4: Mortar Analysis Reports 
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