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Brief for archaeological watching brief at Warbstow Bury hillfort, 
Warbstow, Cornwall  

Introduction 

Warbstow Bury near Bude in north Cornwall is a large, well preserved, multivallate hillfort 
located on a high commanding spur at the heads of two tributaries to the River Ottery in 
north-east Cornwall. The hillfort, defined by two concentric, massively-constructed, widely 
spaced ramparts, encloses an area of approximately 7.5 hectares.  Between these two 
main ramparts, and confined to the southern half of the hillfort, lies a slighter middle 
rampart and ditch. Air photos show traces of medieval ridge and furrow cultivation in the 
interior of the fort and near the centre is a long low mound, possibly a medieval pillow 
mound (an earth mound used for keeping rabbits), known as the Giant’s Grave. 

This brief is for work associated with improved management of the hillfort by improving an 
access path with associated drainage to prevent erosion and drainage of surface water 
across the entrance way. This brief is for a watching brief to be undertaken while the work 
takes place on the scheduled monument.  

Background information 

Warbstow Bury was acquired by North Cornwall District Council some 25 years ago and is 
now owned by the successor organisation, Cornwall Council. Day-to-day management is 
carried out by Cormac Solutions Ltd on behalf of Cornwall Council.  

In 2012, Warbstow Bury entered a Higher Level Stewardship agreement (HLS) whose main 
objective is improved management of the hillfort. Work has recently begun. Gorse 
clearance and bracken spraying have taken place and stocking levels adjusted to reduce 
the threat of animal erosion. A section of fence has been moved out from the edge of the 
monument to provide space for visitors to move around the site without walking on the 
earthworks.  

In the summer of 2014, drainage and the main access path will be improved to make 
access easier and help prevent erosion.  As this work will involve ground disturbance on 
the scheduled monument, Scheduled Monument Consent and an archaeological watching 
brief will be required.  

Historic Environment Designations 

Warbstow Bury is a Scheduled Ancient Monument, Cornwall number 86.  

Unified Designation number 1006710 

HER number 2156 

Location 
SX 201 907 

Outline brief



A professional archaeologist or archaeological organisation should on behalf of the 
applicants prepare a Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) for an archaeological watching 
brief to be undertaken when works which involve breaking the ground on the scheduled 
monument are undertaken. This work will include new drainage of water in the main 
entrance. 

The existing main path on to the site has become badly eroded due to extensive surface 
water run-off.  The path improvement is required to provide a raised path with minimal 
disturbance to the existing surface, and a drain to direct surface water into existing car park 
drainage. 

Specifications and location map for both these pieces of work are attached to this brief.  

The WSI and estimate should be submitted to and agreed in writing by Cornwall Council 
(Coralie Barrow), the Natural England Project Officer (Mark Beard) and the English 
Heritage Heritage at Risk Project Officer (Ann Preston-Jones).  All addresses will be found 
at the end of the brief.  

Provision of this guidance is for the benefit of the HLS agreement holder to help ensure 
relevant tenders which fulfil HLS scheme requirements are received. Any contract however 
would be between the agreement holder and the contractors. All day to day agreements, 
health and safety requirements etc are matters between these parties. 

Note: Cornwall Council will use the successful WSI to support an application for Scheduled 
Monument Consent for the work. 

Note: that Natural England cannot accept ‘contingency’ amounts.

Watching brief 

Aims: 

The aims of the work are to  

• Ensure that any remains uncovered or disturbed in the process of undertaking 
the work are fully recorded 

• Ensure that contractors undertaking the work are aware of the significance of 
the monument 

• Ensure that there is no disturbance to the monument in the process of 
undertaking the work, other than that for which Scheduled Monument Consent 
has been granted 

• Discuss and agree with the English Heritage Heritage at Risk Project Officer any 
necessary variation to the agreed work if required 

General Methodology: 

All stages of the investigation shall be supported by a written scheme of investigation 
(WSI). 

The archaeological contractor is expected to follow the code of the Institute of Field 
Archaeologists (IFA). 

Details including the name, qualifications and experience of the site director and all other 
personnel (including specialist staff) shall be included within the WSI. 



All of the latest Health and Safety guidelines shall be followed on site, noting particularly 
any specific requirements that the EA may have in relation to the constitution of the track. 

The IFA’s Standards and Guidance should be used for additional guidance in the 
production of the WSI, the content of the report and the general execution of the project. 

Archaeological Recording Methodology

Prior to the commencement of on-site works the archaeological contractor should 
familiarise themselves with the site by examining the information held by the Cornwall and 
Scilly Historic Environment record (HER).  

An archaeologist shall be present during all works involving ground disturbance associated 
with the project, unless circumstances dictate a different approach.  

Details of how all archaeological contexts and artefacts will be surveyed, recovered and 
recorded shall be provided. The site will be tied into the national grid. 

Details of the site planning policy shall be given in the WSI. The normal preferred policy for 
the scale of archaeological site plans is 1:20 and sections 1:10, unless circumstances 
indicate that other scales would be more appropriate. 

The photographic record shall consist of prints in black and white together with the 
negatives. Digital photography may be used for report illustration. For both general and 
specific photographs, a photographic scale shall be included. In the case of detailed 
photographs it may be appropriate to include a north arrow. The photographic record shall 
be accompanied by a photographic register detailing as a minimum, feature number, 
location and direction of shot. 

If any remains of particular significance are uncovered, stop work, inform and discuss with 
the English Heritage Heritage at Risk Project Officer before proceeding 

Finds 

• All finds, where appropriate, will be retained from each archaeological context 
excavated. 

• All finds, where appropriate, shall be washed. 

• All pottery, and other finds, where appropriate, shall be marked with the site code 
and context number. 

• The WSI shall include an agreed list of specialist consultants, who may be required 
to conserve and/or report on finds, and advise or report on other aspects of the 
work including environmental sampling. 

• Finds work should be to accepted professional standards and adhere to the Institute 
of Field Archaeologists Guidelines for Finds Work.   

• Environmental sampling should be guided by Environmental Archaeology (English 
Heritage Centre for Archaeological Guidelines. 2001/02). 



Further English Heritage guidance that may be helpful includes Geoarchaeology (2004) 
and Archaeometallurgy (2001). 

The English Heritage Advisor for Archaeological Science may be able to provide 
archaeological science advice if required (Vanessa Straker 0117 975 0689). 

Results

The draft report including all specialist assessments of artefact assemblages shall be 
submitted four weeks after the completion of the ground works and the full final report three 
weeks later.  

This report will be held by the Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment Record (HER) and 
made available for public consultation. 

Report 

The report must contain: 

• A concise non-technical summary of the project results 
• The aims and methods  
• A discussion of the archaeological findings 
• A location map, a drawing showing those areas examined as part of the 

archaeological recording, and copies of any archaeological plans and sections. All 
plans shall be tied to the national grid 

• Any specialist reports and assessments 
• A summary of the archive contents and date of deposition 
• A context register with brief descriptions shall be included as an appendix 
• A copy of the brief and the approved WSI will be included as an appendix 

• Report Deposition 

Establish ahead of report production whether a hard copy or digital copy (CD-ROM 
preferably in ‘Adobe Acrobat’ PDF format) is preferred by the following: 

The NE Project Officer at Truro.
The Natural England Historic Environment Advisor at Exeter  
The agreement holder 
English Heritage 
Cornwall Council Historic Environment Countryside Advice Officer 
Historic Environment Record held by Cornwall Council (along with archived site notes, 
plans and photographs). 

.  
Dissemination & Publication 
A summary of the results of the work should be sent to the Principal Archaeologist (Historic 

Environment Record Officer), Cornwall Council either through an Event Record Pro-
forma or concise summary containing equivalent information. 

The work should be registered on OASIS (Online Access to the Index of Archaeological 
Investigations). 



Monitoring

The English Heritage Heritage at Risk Project Officer must be kept informed of progress 
and any problems reported immediately.  

Notification of the start of work shall be given preferably in writing to the Heritage at Risk 
Project officer. 

Any variations to the WSI shall be agreed with the Heritage at Risk Project officer 

• Timetable 
The Full report should be completed and submitted 7 weeks after the completion of the 
ground works. 

• Personnel 
Each aspect of the work should be carried out by suitably experienced and qualified 
professionals with specialist expertise in their area of competence. The names and titles of 
the Project Manager and all staff should be listed with a précis of their relevant and recent 
experience. 

It would be preferable for the professional organisation to be a Registered Archaeological 
Organisation with the Institute of Field Archaeologist and the Project Manager and key 
personnel should be individual members of the IFA. 
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Path Works HLS - Warbstow Bury 

DESCRIPTION OF WORKS 
(please read with accompanying drawings). 

Site Information 
• The site of the work is Warbstow Bury, access is through the site car park 

situated at SX201908 on the Canworthy Water road from Camelford. 
• Warbstow Bury is a scheduled ancient monument where disturbance to the 

ground within the scheduled area is strictly prohibited without prior consent. 
• Care should be taken to avoid any damage to the site which includes 

compaction due to vehicular access because of the sensitivity of the 
underlying archaeology. 

Site Set Up 
• The contractor is to make suitable arrangements for access from the main 

car park  
• The contractor will be responsible for matters of welfare, safe working etc 

that should include all means of safe access etc. 

• PATH WORKS REQUIREMENT 

General information 
• The existing path in areas has become badly eroded due to extensive 

surface water run-off.  The contractor is required to provide a raised path 
with minimal disturbance to the existing surface, and a drain to direct surface 
water into existing car park drainage. 

• All surface disturbance requires Scheduled Ancient Monument Consent 
which will be sort by Cornwall Council as the land owner prior to works and 
in discussion with the contractor. 

• Disposal of material must be off site and in accordance to Scheduled Ancient 
Monument consent. 

• The contractor must provide all necessary temporary warning signs, fencing 
and remove on completion. 

• The path should be 1.5m width 
• All timber edging should be treated softwood and FSC  
• The contractor will nee to give 21 days notice to English Heritage of when 

they intend to start work. 

Path specification 
To lay a new path 33m in length along side the hedge with side drain to following 
specifications: (See accompanying drawings) 



• Removal of topsoil / loose material to no more than 100mm 
• Timber edging should be fixed to timber pegs with 2 galvanised steel nails. 
• All timber edging should be 6” 1” 
• Timber pegs should be 50x50x500mm at 1m centres. 
• Cross fall of no more than 1:30  
• Base layer 4” deep of 40mm down 
• Surface finish to 1.5” thick of Penhill stone using 6mm to dust. 

Time scales: 
There are no seasonal constraints to path works however it must be completed 
between April 2011 and April 2012. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION AND HEALTH AND SAFETY INFORMATION 

As part of the quoting process we will require the following information.  
• Notification of whether or not you are CHAS registered. 
• A copy of your public liability insurance certificate to the value of £5 million. 
• A provisional method statement which will show how the project will be 

implemented on the including a safe system of work.
• A copy of your H & S policy. 


