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1 Project background 
In November 2013 Cornwall Archaeological Unit, Cornwall Council (CAU) were 

commissioned by Adrian Smith for the Duchy of Cornwall to undertake an 

archaeological watching brief during ground works for the redevelopment of Spray 

View, Normandy Down, Isles of Scilly (Fig 1). The watching brief was required to satisfy 

a planning condition (P-12-010) (Appendices 1 and 2). 

Spray View is located at Ordnance Survey Grid Reference SV9292 1109 in a rural area 

on the east coast of St Mary’s. The existing detached bungalow was constructed by a 

previous tenant in c 1950. It sits on the side of an incline with a shelter belt to its west, 

sea views to the south and east and the hill behind. 

Within the curtilage of the property there are two concrete sheds that were once part of 

the post-war RAF Rotor VHF Fixer Station based at Deep Point (Bowden and Brodie 

2011, 69). The sheds were retained and refurbished by the Duchy at the request of the 

Chief Planning Officer and the Conservation Officer for the Council of the Isles of Scilly 

and were not included in the archaeological watching brief (Duchy of Cornwall 2011). 

The Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment Record (HER) records that there are 

numerous archaeological sites in the vicinity of Spray View, including the adjacent 

Scheduled prehistoric entrance grave and a regular field system north-west of Porth 

Hellick Down. There are also three Scheduled entrance graves approximately 100m 

distant and a Scheduled cairn less than 40m away. In 1978 a prehistoric granite bowl-

shaped quern, 0.4m by 0.6m and 0.2m thick and in good condition, was recorded in the 

garden of Spray View (HER MCO30886). 

 

2 Aims and objectives 
The site specific aims were to: 

 Establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains 

 Determine the extent, condition, nature, character, date and significance of 

any archaeological remains encountered 

 To establish the nature of the activity on the site 

 To identify any artefacts relating to the occupation or use of the site 

 To provide further information on the archaeology of the Normandy Down 

area from any archaeological remains encountered 

 

3 Working methods 
The work was carried out according to the methodology set out in the Brief (Appendix 

1) and the CAU Written Scheme of Investigation for archaeological recording (Appendix 

2). 

 

4 Results 
The site was first visited on 10 December 2014 following demolition of the existing 

building. It is on a fairly gentle north-south slope and there were large amounts of 

demolition rubble and general rubbish across the site. An area of approximately 14m 

east-west and 9m north-south, on the footprint of the demolished building, was 

stripped by machine to a hard, level surface. 

A rich brown topsoil, 0.05m deep, graded into a reddish-brown clayey subsoil, 0.08m 

deep, with patches of grey and yellow. Below this was a hard, gritty yellow-brown ram 

(natural granitic subsoil) with stones, some large, embedded in it. On the southern 

edge of the area being stripped a toothed bucket was used from a depth of 0.2m to 

remove the ram which was hard, orange-brown and rocky. 
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There were no archaeological structures, features, deposits or finds. 

On 11 December 2014 the stripped area was extended by about 5m to the east and 1m 

to the south (giving a total area of 19m east-west and 10m north-south). Garden 

features, including a pond, were removed and similar stratigraphy was revealed. It was 

apparent that an underground carn (granite outcrop) runs north-south down the 

eastern side of the site. 

There was nothing of archaeological significance but several small unworked pieces of 

white quartz (which were not retained) were found in the northern part of the new 

area. 

The site was next visited on 30 January 2015 when a pit 6m square for the septic tank 

was dug to the east of the house site. There was a mat of bracken, other vegetation 

and peat, 0.2m deep, over the surface and below this a rich dark brown soil, 0.2m 

deep, with many roots and bracken rhizomes.  

Below this was a pale soft grey clay about 0.15m deep and then a dark brown-orange 

gritty ram which continued to the base of the observed excavation at a depth of about 

0.75m. An electricity cable, apparently associated with the nearby Second World War 

RAF buildings, was encountered at a depth of about 0.7m. 

A trench 1.8m wide, about 15m long and about 0.7m deep was then dug to the north of 

the septic tank pit about 1m east of the drystone wall. There was a thin covering of 

topsoil over pale grey clay and then ram with some large boulders. A soakaway trench 

with the same stratigraphy was dug southwards from the south-east corner of the 

septic tank pit. It was 0.9m wide, about 10m long and excavation was observed to a 

depth of 0.7m to the top of the ram. 

On 13 July 2015 a trench for ducting 0.6m wide and up to 0.45m deep was dug from 

east of the house eastwards to about 1.5m west of the boundary fence, northwards 

parallel with the fence to the west of the more northerly of the RAF buildings and then 

westwards about 1m inside the upper boundary fence to north of the midpoint of the 

house. 

There was a thin covering of disturbed topsoil containing roots and modern rubbish, 

about 0.1m deep, over ram, mainly orange-brown in colour and gritty but with some 

paler, more clayey patches. Several large stones were encountered from a depth of 

0.2m. 

There were no archaeological structures, features, deposits or finds, but again several 

small, unworked pieces of white quartz noted but not retained. 

 

5 Conclusion 
Spray View is situated in an area of high archaeological potential but the results of the 

watching brief indicate that the over the whole area the ground had been disturbed 

down the top of the ram during the course of earlier construction work on the site. The 

development therefore made no impact on the buried archaeological resource. 
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7  Project archive 
The CAU project number is 146392 

The project’s documentary archive is deposited at the Isles of Scilly Museum, Church 

Street, St Mary’s, TR21 0JT. 

The digital archive is maintained by Cornwall Archaeological Unit, Cornwall Council, Fal 

Building, County Hall, Treyew Road, Truro, TR1 3AY.  

Electronic data is stored in the following locations: 

Project admin: \\Historic Environment\Projects\Sites\SCILLY\St Mary's\Spray View 

Watching Brief 146392 

Digital photographs: \\Historic Environment (Images)\ St Mary's\Spray View Watching 

Brief 146392 

English Heritage/ADS OASIS online reference: cornwall2-221475 
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Fig 1 Location map. 

 

 

Fig 2 Ordnance Survey digital mapping showing the site and its environs (2015). 
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Fig 3 Areas observed during the watching brief hatched in red. 

 

Fig 4 Septic tank pit, north section (photo: Katharine Sawyer). 
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Appendix 1: Brief for archaeological recording 
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Appendix 1: Written Scheme of Investigation for 

archaeological recording 
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