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1 Project background 

Cornwall Archaeological Unit was commissioned by Mr Joe Enys to carry out an 

archaeological watching brief during site works within Devoran Village Hall, Cornwall.   

Devoran Village Hall (MCO 54547) is located on Quay road , which runs through the 

village of Devoran and along the riverside. The hall is a Grade 2 Listed Building (DCO 

3819), and lies within the Gwennap, Kennall Vale and Perran Foundry part of the 

Cornwall and west Devon Mining World Heritage site area (Figs 1 and 7). Following the 

undertaking of an assessment of the village hall (CAD Heritage 2012), the 

redevelopment of the hall became subject to a Planning Condition (PA12/01327), which 

required archaeological recording to be undertaken during groundworks that had the 

potential to disturb buried archaeological deposits. 

In February 2012 a brief for archaeological recording was produced by Dan Ratcliffe 

Historic Environment Advisor (Archaeology), Cornwall Council (see Appendix 1) and a  

Written Scheme of Investigation outlining the methodology for archaeological recording 

was produced (13/12/2013) by CAD Heritage on behalf of the Trustees of Devoran 

Village Hall (Appendix 2). This set out the scope of the required watching brief and 

reporting. 

This report details the results of the watching brief, which was carried out by Cornwall 

Archaeological Unit during the winter of 2015-2016. 

2 Location, setting and archaeological potential 

Devoran is in Feock civil parish, in mid-west Cornwall. It is situated on the south coast, 

near the head of Restronguet Creek, one of the branches of the Fal estuary, and lies 

adjacent to the A39 between Truro to the north and Falmouth to the south.  

Devoran is a settlement of medieval origin and was first recorded in 1278 as ‘Devr’. The 

name includes the Cornish word for water (Padel 1988). Stream working of alluvial tin 

deposits was undertaken along the river valley, but by 1812 these workings had been 

abandoned. 

The present settlement largely dates to the nineteenth century, when a series of small 

quays developed into a major port. The Redruth and Chasewater Railway opened in 

1826, serving local mines located further inland. By the 1830s the settlement had 

begun to expand and plans were drawn up by local landowners, the Agar-Robartes 

family, for the construction of a new residential development. By the latter part of the 

19th century the mining industry was in in decline and the construction of the planned 

town was never realised, although sections of the village still retain the character of the 

original plan of the new town. In 1915 the railway closed and by 1918 the track and 

fittings were removed and sold off.  

The village hall was originally constructed as a workshop for the Redruth and 

Chasewater Railway company (Figs 2 and 3). It was built circa 1854 from slatestone 

rubble, with some granite railway jamb stones and quoins, and incorporating some 

granite sleeper blocks as a lower course. The roof was a corrugated asbestos 

construction with wooden lintels. Long rectangular in plan, the building was converted 

into the village hall in the 1920s (CAD Architects 2012). 

3 Aims and objectives 

In light of the potential for buried features relating to the hall’s former use, the 

principal aims of the project were: 

 To establish the presence/absence of buried and concealed archaeological 

remains relating to the site’s past use as a railway workshop connected to the local 

metalliferous mining industry. 
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  To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, date and significance of 

any archaeological remains encountered. 

 To establish the precise nature of the past industrial activities carried out on the 

site and identify any artefacts relating to them. 

  To improve current understanding of the historic/cultural significance of the 

site. 

4 Working methods 

The modern flooring within the interior of the hall was removed prior to the attendance 

of the archaeologist. The removal of the existing floor revealed six granite blocks or 

setts at the eastern end of the hall (see below). Further removal of soft surface 

material from the interior by a small machine then revealed the locations of three more 

granite blocks/setts and an inspection pit.  

The granite blocks/setts and their locations and the inspection pit were then recorded 

by the archaeologist. The archaeological features identified during the investigation 

were recorded at a scale of 1:50 and 1:20. Photographs were also taken and a written 

descriptive record produced. 

Trenches for an external drain were excavated along the northern and southern edges 

of the hallway, using a small digger fitted with a toothed bucket.  

5 Results 

Watching brief inside the hall 

The groundworks involved the removal of wooden floorboards revealing the underlying 

cavity and (101), a dark brown very loose almost silty textured soil, which covered the 

majority of the underlying floor space. The cavity was crossed by three floor joists 

running parallel in an east west orientation, spaced evenly apart. The joists extended 

along approximately three quarters of the length of the building. They were made up of 

cement and slate stones varying in height between 0.1m and 0.3m, and topped with 

wooden slats in order to level the upper floor (Figs 4, 8 and 9). The floor joists on the 

outer edges of the room ran almost the full length of the building and were made up of 

0.1m of cement protruding no more than 0.3m out from the interior of the inner part of 

the wall.   

Areas of (101) were topped with modern rubbish (coal, metal coat hangers food waste 

containers, etc). The ground at the eastern end of the building found beneath the 

cement was heavily disturbed, very soft if not silty in texture. It contained waste 

material (metal, glass and slag) and stones (mud slate), reaching a depth of at least 

0.5m in some places.   

The eastern end of the room was formed by a raised floor made up of a thin layer of 

cement 0.05m in depth, which lay around stone A and covered stones A1 and A2 (Fig 

5). 

In total nine granite stone blocks were revealed along with an intact inspection pit. 

Each stone was annotated a letter as described within this report. The location of each 

stone is shown on Figure 5. 

Stone A  

Stone A was a single block of dressed granite, 1.28m long by 1.15m wide and 0.7m 

thick (Fig 11). Only the surface of the block had actually been dressed. On the surface 

of the block were two metallic circular indentations almost 0.04m in diameter located 

on the east and western edges of the block. Between these two indentations appeared 

to be an area that had been subjected or exposed to burning, this tapered to a narrow 

line as it approached each of the bolt indentations. 
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Stone A1  

Stone A1 was a single rectangular piece of granite, 1.64m long, 0.58m - 0.65m wide, 

and 0.5m thick. The appearance of this block was initially confusing until it became 

apparent that it had actually be tipped onto its side. It’s western side had been dressed 

to a depth of 0.2m, the remainder left in its rough state. Some drill holes were visible 

along the southern medial of the stone.  

Stone A2  

Stone A2 was a single block of dressed granite, measuring 1.53m long, 1.25m wide and 

0.3m thick. This stone was notable because of its location close to the eastern wall of 

the hall and the imprint of the machine it once supported still showing on the surface 

(Fig 10). Four bolt holes were visible, three of which retained parts of the bolts, one at 

least protruding 0.1m from the block. The bolts were 0.025m in diameter, 1.3m and 

0.76m apart. What appeared to be solder or other metallic material surrounded each of 

the bolts and continued around the block in a distinct pattern. 

Stone B  

Stone B was a single rectangular block of granite, measuring 1.28m long, 0.7m wide 

and at least 0.4m thick, which had been dressed on one side. It was not in situ and had 

been tipped onto one side. Protruding from the western face of the block were two 

metal rods/bolts, measuring 0.03m in diameter and 0.28m in length, approximately 

0.53m apart.  

Stone C  

Stone C was a single rectangular block of dressed granite, measuring 1.09m long, 

0.61m wide. It was in situ and protruded 0.2m above the surface of the floor. Two bolt 

holes measuring 0.025m in diameter, and set 0.49m apart, and a single bolt protruding 

0.05m  from the stone were recorded in the top of the stone. 

Stone D  

Stone D was a single rectangular block of dressed granite, measuring 1.13m long, by 

0.66m wide and 0.2m thick. Showing above the floor level, on two sides of the stone 

were drill marks and two bolt holes 0.54m apart were recorded in the centre of the 

stone. 

Stone E  

Stone E was a single rectangular block of dressed granite, measuring 1.03m long, 0.7m 

wide, which stood 0.15m above the floor level. Two metal bolts protruded from the 

middle of the block. Both were 0.028m in diameter, one protruded 0.03m from the 

block and the other 0.05m.  

Stone F 

Stone F was a single rectangular block of dressed granite, measuring 1m long, by 

0.59m – 0.69m thick. . It was located 0.13m above the surface of the floor (101). Two 

bolts protruded from the middle of the block. These measured 0.028m in diameter, and 

did not exceed 0.05m in length 

Stone G  

Stone G was a single rectangular block of dressed granite, measuring 1.06m long, by 

0.6m wide and 0.42m thick. Two bolt locations were recorded in the middle of the 

block, 0.495m apart, measuring 0.25min diameter. This block was not in situ but had 

been dumped into the inspection pit. 

Inspection pit – 112, 113, 114, 116, 117 

The inspection pit 114 was lined by two walls 112 and 118 which measured 

approximately 8m long by1.04m wide and 0.7m deep. The walls were constructed of 
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slates, bonded together with cement. The stones on the top of the walls were loose and 

followed the line of the floor joists. 

The bottom of the pit was flat at the west end and contained what appeared to be lime 

ash. There were indications of metal or rust protruding from the floor surface.     

At either end of the pit were granite steps 113 (east) and 117 (west). The steps at the 

eastern end appeared to be made of five granite blocks, three on the upper tier and 

two and the lower. The upper tier of stones from south to north measured 0.23m wide, 

0.3m deep, 0.33m wide, 0.3m deep, 0.4m wide and 0.3m deep. The stone had been 

laid reasonably level and dropped 0.25m down to the next tier of steps. The tops of 

each of these stones were smooth in appearance and appeared to have been worn. The 

lower tier of stones comprised only two blocks of granite, 0.48m wide and 0.37m deep, 

0.57m wide and 0.33m deep.  

The steps at the western end of the pit comprised four blocks of granite, from south to 

north upper tier, 0.55m wide, 0.3m deep, 0.45m wide, 0.30m deep, dropping 0.25m to 

the lower tier of steps. The lower tier of steps from south to north, 0.4m wide, 0.4m 

deep, 0.6m wide, 0.4m deep, dropping 0.2m to the floor 114. 

Located at the eastern end of the inspection pit, in the south side was a hole in the 

base of the wall. Inspection of the hole revealed that that it extended for at least 0.6m 

and that it was possibly the remains of a drain. 

Watching brief outside the hall 

In February 2016, two trenches were excavated to replace the existing drains along the 

northern and southern sides  of the hall. The existing drains had been constructed from  

concrete which had been poured into a shallow gully. The cement gully was 0.1m deep 

and 0.4m wide. The new drainage trenches  were excavated to a depth of 0.4m  and 

were 0.6m wide. 

The ground in both trenches had already been disturbed and no  archaeological 

features or artefacts were uncovered by the construction of the new drains. 

6 Conclusion 

The available evidence suggests that the railway repair shed fell out of use by the time 

of the 1905 2nd Edition Ordnance Survey map (Fig 3). Given that the railway closed 

altogether in 1915 is it likely that the shed was no longer being used as a repair facility 

and that maintenance works were carried out elsewhere within the Redruth and 

Chasewater railway network. It is certainly true that the October 14 1904 issue of ‘The 

Engineer’ describes the railway “as being so poor that although a certain amount of 

steel rails are bought every year the replacing process is so slow that most of the road 

is in its original state, made up of very light cast iron rails in chairs spiked to blocks of 

granite, as was the custom in early rail practice: a few sleepers exists at special points.  

We will draw a veil over the state of the rails, except to say that the line is only used 

for goods traffic. Only one engine is used at a time, so no signals are needed” (Anon 

1904). 

The watching brief revealed several very interesting features preserved underneath the 

modern flooring. These included large blocks of granite attributed to machinery present 

within the workshop and a very well preserved inspection pit. It is likely that machinery 

stood upon these platforms. 

Stone A 104 was visible in 2012 and was briefly examined by Nicholas Johnson and 

John Smith (CAD Heritage 2012, appendix D). A further examination of the granite 

block by the author revealed that there were two indentations within the surface of the 

block along the middle of the eastern and western edges with remnants of metal still 

visible. Between these two points were indications of heat and a light dusting of 

charcoal which possibly is evidence for a fire. The depth of the stone was found to be 

over 0.7m and it was not square, actually angling at 45 degrees in toward the base 
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from the west side, again supporting the appearance that only the surface of the stone 

had been dressed and probably in situ, although this cannot be substantiated. The 

north wall appears to have been blocked up, evidenced by a change in the stonework 

on the exterior almost adjacent to stone A. 

Stones B and A1 are situated in close proximity to each other. However, they were not 

entirely in situ as they had been deliberately tipped, possibly to prevent iron bolts on 

their surfaces from protruding through the floor.  Tipping the stones was also easier 

than to trying to remove heavy blocks of granite weighing in excess of several tons 

from the site. 

Stones D, E and F were aligned along the edge of the south wall of the hall and an 

examination with a laser found the bolts protruding from each of the blocks were 

aligned almost exactly with each other. The base of the inspection pit exhibited a 

deposit of dark moist soil mixed with rubbish consisting of pieces of wood, metal, glass 

and pottery. Stone G had been dumped on top of this deposit and was not in situ and it 

seems likely that the inspection hole had been used as a convenient place to dump 

waste from the site.  
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Figure 1: Location of site. 

Figure 2: First edition of the Ordnance Survey 25 inch Map c1888, showing location of site (red) 
and tracks entering the building (inset map). 
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Figure 3: Second edition of the Ordnance Survey 25 Inch Map, c 1907, showing location of site 
(red) and tracks no longer entering the building (inset map). 

Figure 4: Pre excavation floor plan of the main hall within Devoran Village Hall, showing large 
granite blocks or setts and floor joists. 
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Figure 5: Post excavation plan of Devoran Village Hall, showing inspection pit and large granite blocks or 
setts. 

Figure 6: 3d representation of the village hall interior showing the locations of the inspection pit 
in relation to the granite blocks. 
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Figure 7: View of Devoran Village Hall looking north east. 

Figure 8: View of interior of Devoran Village Hall looking west, showing floor joists and stones B 
and C. 
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Figure 9: View of the interior of Devoran Village Hall looking east showing floor joists. 

Figure 10: View of block A2 located against the east wall, showing the surviving bolts. 
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Figure 11: View of stone A located in the north east corner of Devoran 
Village Hall. Note the two possible holes relating to mounts. The centre of 
the stone revealed traces of being subjected to heat and/or burning. 
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Figure 12: View of east side of inspection pit prior to excavation. 

Figure 13: View of inspection pit after excavation. 
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Appendix 2: Written Scheme of Investigation for 

Archaeological Investigation of Devoran Village 

Hall 
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