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1 Project background 

Cornwall Archaeological Unit (CAU), Cornwall Council were commissioned by Mr Sam 

Harding on behalf of Ocean Housing to carry out a programme of archaeological 

recording prior to the construction of new houses on the site of the former primary 

school at Camelford in Cornwall (Figs 1-3). The development was subject to a Planning 

Condition (PA15/01111). 

An archaeological assessment was undertaken by CAU in 2014 (Lawson-Jones 2014) 

and this was followed by a geophysical survey in 2015 (Stratascan 2015).  The 

assessment did not identify any major archaeological sites and only a small number of 

potential archaeological features, mostly removed field boundaries, were recorded by 

the geophysical survey in the northern part of the site.  However, the site was located 

to the south of Sir James Smith’s School, which had previously produced a large 

number of major archaeological features (Jones and Taylor, forthcoming). 

In light of the potential for archaeological remains to be uncovered, a written scheme of 

investigation outlining the methodology for archaeological recording was produced 

(02/09/2015) by Dr Andy Jones, CAU (Appendix 1). 

2 Location, setting and archaeological potential 

The site is located within Camelford, between the main A39 (to the east) and the 

B3266. The site is largely surrounded by a mix of domestic housing and gardens, with 

the current Camelford primary school just to the north. The site is centred at SX 10327 

833790 (Fig 1). 

The majority of the site lies at 216m above sea level, upon a long slightly raised ridge 

on the western side of Camelford. The development falls within ‘Anciently Enclosed 

Land of Medieval Farmland type, altered in the 20th Century’ (Cornwall County Council 

1986). This landscape type often contains buried archaeological remains dating to the 

prehistoric, Romano-British and medieval periods. The archaeological potential of the 

site has been demonstrated by excavation to the north at Sir James Smith’s School, 

which revealed ceremonial and settlement sites of Late Iron Age and Romano-British 

date (c200 BC – AD 50) (Taylor 2009; Lawson-Jones 2014). 

3 Aims and objectives 

The aims of the project were:  

 To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains and record 

archaeological features and deposits affected by the scheme. 

 To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, date and significance of any 

archaeological remains encountered. 

 To establish the nature of the activity on the site. 

 To identify any artefacts relating to the occupational use of the site. 

 To deposit the archive (including any finds) with the relevant museum and 

disseminate the results of discoveries as a concise archive report and, if merited, 

wider publication. 

4 Working methods 

The site soil strip was carried out under archaeological supervision using a machine 

fitted with a toothless bucket. Priority was given to area A (Fig 2), which had been in 

agricultural use prior to its conversion to a school playing field. The results from the 

geophysical survey also indicated that it had the potential to contain archaeological 

features (Stratascan 2015). The soil was stripped cleanly to a level at which 

archaeological features were expected to be revealed, in this case the top of the natural 

geology. The area was then inspected by an archaeologist.  
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5 Results 

The areas (A-C) stripped (Fig 2) covered less than 0.8ha. The topsoil within area A was 

a dark brown loam, measuring between 0.2m – 0.3m deep. It contained slate/shillet 

stones and some pieces of quartz.  The soil was loose and appeared to have been 

subjected to ploughing prior to the formation of the school playing field. Numerous 

artefacts were found within the topsoil. These included pieces of clay pipe, blue and 

white pottery, all of which are suggestive of domestic waste middening associated with 

the improvement of the soil. 

The underlying natural subsoil (102) comprised either a reddish brown or yellowish 

brown soil with a high clay content, which appeared to fill depressions within the 

natural bedrock (103), a grey decayed slate that rose through the subsoil in several 

places along the western edge of the site.   

No evidence  for any earlier prehistoric field boundaries was identified during the soil 

stripping, but two utility trenches and the remains of a more recent field boundary (Figs 

2 and 4) were recorded. The field boundary appeared to have been significantly 

truncated, probably by a machine. No accompanying ditches were observed on either 

side of the boundary. Its base was approximately 1.8m wide.  The remains of the 

boundary appeared to comprise slate stones, which had no recognisable form.   

Areas of disturbance were recorded across the development area. In the centre of area 

A were the remains of a garden which was used by the school.  A storm drain was 

located near the centre of the playing field. When the manhole was removed, it 

revealed a drain that was almost 3m deep.  An area of more than 4m square is likely to 

have been excavated around it.  

Areas B and C were also inspected as topsoil stripping progressed, but it became 

obvious that both areas had been disturbed probably during the construction of the 

school. 

The artefacts from the topsoil were not retained. 

6 Conclusion 

The lack of archaeological features indicates that the later prehistoric settlement which 

was excavated at Sir James Smith’s School to the north did not extend southwards into 

the site of the former primary school. This means that the development did not make a 

significant impact upon the buried archaeological resource.  
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Figure 1: Location of site. 

Figure 2: Site showing areas referred to in the report and the path of the old field boundary. 
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Figure 3: Pre excavation view looking west of area A. 

 

 

Figure 4: Post excavation view looking south west of area A showing the remains of the field 
boundary indicated on the earlier mapping. 
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Appendix 1 Cornwall Archaeological Unit 
Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological Mitigation at Camelford 

former primary School 
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