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1 Project background 

As a result of the geophysical survey carried out by Archaeological Surveys Ltd in June 

2015, Phil Copleston (Senior Development Officer (Historic Environment), Cornwall 

Council, requested a brief for archaeological recording, which stipulated the 

requirements for evaluation trenching to be carried out on anomalies identified by the 

geophysical survey (Appendix 1). 

In March 2016, Cornwall Archaeological Unit was contacted by Mr Alan Thomas of 

Archaeology and Planning Solutions (Malmesbury) on behalf of Mr Mark Quinn of 

Powerquinn Ltd with a request to carry out evaluation trenching within four fields at 

Lower Tregeen Farm, Davidstow. Ten 50 metre trenches were to be excavated across 

anomalies of potential archaeological significance.  

This work was to be undertaken in advance of a planning determination for the 

potential installation of a 5MW solar array (planning reference PA15/11004). 

 

2 Aims and objectives 

The principal aim of the study was to gain a better understanding of the nature and 

significance of any archaeological deposits within the proposed development area, the 

likely impacts of the development on them and the possible methods by which any 

negative impacts resulting from development might be mitigated. 

Key objectives of the evaluation were: 

 To establish if areas of archaeological deposits survived within the development 

boundary which would require further stages of archaeological recording. 

 To locate and record any evidence for prehistoric and medieval settlement 

activity within the area of the proposed development. 

 To identify any artefacts relating to the occupation or use of the site. 

 To provide further information on the archaeology of Lower Tregeen and its 

environs from any archaeological remains encountered. 

 

3 Working methods 

All recording was undertaken according to the Chartered Institute for Archaeologists 

Standards and Guidance for Archaeological Investigation and Recording. Drawings were 

made to a scale, where appropriate, of 1:10 for sections, 1:20 or 1:50 for plans. 

Recording - general 

 The topsoil was stripped to the level of the natural subsoil (the level at which 

archaeological deposits could be expected to have survived) using a mechanical 

excavator fitted with a toothless grading bucket. 

 The locations of the trenches were surveyed using a Leica GPS CS10.  Their 

positions were linked to a scaled base map tied to the National Grid. 

 All features were accurately located at an appropriate scale. 

 All archaeological contexts were described to a standard format linked to a 

continuous numbering system. 

 Photography: a Pentax F30 Digital SLR was used for record, illustrative and 

presentation purposes. 

 Photography: black and white images were recorded using a Pentax 35mm SLR 

using Ilford B&W film (440ASA) for archival images. 
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4 Location, setting and site history 

The site is located east of Lower Tregeen Farm, Davidstow, Camelford, Cornwall 

centred on SX 16419 87872 (Fig 1), sandwiched between the B3262 to the north and 

the A395 to the south. The four fields comprising the project area cover an area of 

approximately 10ha (Figs 1 & 2) and are enclosed by field boundaries built of stone and 

earth.  The fields generally slope down to the south west. The area is presently pasture, 

and during heavy rain the soils were found to retain water, even on the slopes. 

The underlying geology is the Tredorn Slate Formation with overlying alluvial deposits 

along the south western edge of the site (BGS, 2016). 

 

Archaeological background 

The settlement of Tregeen was first recorded circa 1220, though may have early 

medieval origins.  The surrounding area is recorded in the Cornwall and Scilly HER as 

siting a number of Bronze Age round barrows, together with evidence for medieval and 

post medieval agricultural settlements and associated activity.  

 

Historic Landscape Characterisation carried out in 1996 by Cornwall Archaeological Unit 

had identified the land located to the east of Lower Tregeen Farm as Medieval Farmland 

(Herring 1998). This forms part of Cornwall’s agricultural heartland, whose farming 

settlements are documented before the 17th century and whose field patterns are 

morphologically distinct from the generally straight-sided fields of later enclosures. 

Such fields may have either medieval or prehistoric origins. 

 

5 Archaeological results 

Ten trenches in total were excavated across the site on areas indicated by the 

geophysical survey to contain anomalies of a potential archaeological nature, these 

locations having been selected by the Senior Development Officer (Historic 

Environment) (Fig 2).  

The topsoil in fields 1-3 (101) was a dark brown loose clay loam, containing common 

stone inclusions comprising quartz and mudstone.  The subsoil (102) in fields 1-3 was a 

reddish brown loose clay loam, containing common stone inclusions, these being 

predominantly mudstones.  The natural (103) was a greyish blue clay with common 

stone inclusions, comprising decayed mudstone interspersed with areas of broken 

mudstone in the process of degradation. The topsoil in field 4 was made up of (110), a 

dark almost peaty soil less than 0.2m deep lying over (111) a greyish white clay which 

contained few large quartz stones. 

Trench 1 

See Figs 2, 3 & 4. SX 16296 88068 – SX 16284 88024 

Situated on the north-west edge of the site, Trench 1 was designed to evaluate the 

presence of curvilinear and linear anomalies which had been interpreted as possible 

prehistoric roundhouses and associated features.  Excavated on a north to south 

alignment, the trench was 50m in length, 1.5m in width and reached a maximum depth 

of 0.6m. Within the trench were several features, described below from north to south: 

A gully [118] 0.61m wide, 0.15m deep, with shallow sides, and an almost flat base and 

moderate to good edge definition. The deposit within the gully (112) was a mid to dark 

brown plastic clay loam containing sparse stone inclusions. This incorporated a sherd of 

post medieval pottery and the bowl from a clay smoking pipe.   

A linear ditch [119], 1m wide, less than 0.15m deep, with shallow sloping sides and an 

uneven base, orientated north-north-west to south-south-east, with poor to moderate 
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edge definition. This was filled by (115) a mid greyish brown plastic silty clay; sherds of 

pottery (post medieval) and slate fragments were found within the deposit). 

A possible cut [116] was partially excavated by the machine and appeared to be part of 

a curvilinear feature.  It was not possible to investigate this feature further. 

A large depression containing (117), a dark brown loose silty clay with common stone 

inclusions comprising quartz and mudstone. Excavation revealed a poor to moderate 

edge to the depression [120]. The feature was 5m in length, 1m wide at its widest 

point and 0.2m deep; this may have been the remnants of a field boundary. Sherds of 

post medieval pottery were recovered from within (117). 

Sherds of unstratified post medieval pottery were also recovered from within the 

trench. 

Trench 2  

See Fig 2. SX 16340 88027 – SX 16323 87977 

Located within field 1, and to the east of trench 1, trench 2 was excavated on a north 

to south axis running parallel to trench 1. Trench 2 was 50m in length and 1.5m in 

width, reaching a maximum depth of 0.4m. The geophysics results appeared to indicate 

the presence of pits within an associated field system. 

The southern end of trench 2 revealed two shallow ditches running parallel and aligned 

east to west.  The first ditch (104) when excavated proved to be ephemeral and was 

only defined by its surface deposit (104), a dark brown loose loam, 0.3m wide and 0.05 

deep.   

The second ditch [107] was 0.5m wide, 0.15m deep, linear with shallow sloping sides 

and an almost flat base, with moderate to good edge definition. It was filled by (106), a 

dark brown loose loam, and its basal layer was (108), a dark brown loose loamy silt 

with few stone inclusions, less than 0.08m deep.  

No pits were found within the trench. 

Trench 3 

See Fig 2 SX 16386 87984 – SX 16339 87963 

Situated in the south-west corner of field 1, this trench was intended to intersect part 

of the possible field system within field 1. The trench revealed the continuation of 

ditches (104) [105] and (106) [107]. Trench 3 was 50m long and 1.5m wide, and 

reached a maximum depth of 0.4m. 

Ditch [105] was excavated and found to be a shallow sided feature cut into the natural 

(103), 0.6m wide, 0.1m deep and filled by (104), a dark brown loose loam. 

Located 2.9m north east of [105] was another ditch [107], a linear shallow sided 

feature 0.5m wide, 0.15m deep with a flattish base, orientated north-east to south-

west, with a moderate to good edge definition. The ditch was filled by (106), a dark 

brown loose loam with common stone inclusions and (109) a dark brown loose loamy 

silt with few stone inclusions, 0.07m deep. 

Trench 4 

See Fig 2 SX 16322 87887 – SX 16281 87863 

Situated on the southern edge of field 1 and located within an part of the field 

reclaimed from a formerly poorly drained area, as indicated by the geology within the 

baulk of the trench.  This trench was excavated on a north-east to south-west axis. 

Trench 4 was 40m long and 1.5m wide, reaching a maximum depth of 1m. Excavation 

of the trench was stopped due to water ingress, though it had been intended to 

intersect a linear feature and an area of magnetic debris identified by the geophysical 

survey.  
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Reaching a maximum depth of 1m the trench only revealed a single modern drain, and 

a change in geology from the upper reaches of the field. The top soil was (101), but the 

sub soils consisted of an almost black organic peat (110) overlying a layer of decayed 

mudstone, which was almost claylike in consistency (111).  

No archaeological features were observed within this trench. 

Trench 5 

See Fig 2 SX 16398 87973 – SX 16398 87925 

Located on the western edge of field 2, this trench was excavated on a north to south 

axis and was intended to intersect features associated with a putative field system. It 

measured 50m in length and 1.5m in width reaching a maximum depth of no more 

than 0.5m was excavated.   

A ditch [122] measuring 2m wide and 0.15m deep was excavated, this having very 

shallow sides , moderate edge definition, and a flat base orientated on an east to west 

axis.  The base of the ditch, whilst flat, was very stony in appearance.  The ditch 

contained a single deposit, (121) a dark brown loose silty clay, with common stone 

inclusions consisting of shillet and quartz.  

A ditch [124] measuring 0.9m wide and 0.23m deep, with shallow sides, flat base and 

good edge definition, orientated east to west, filled by (123), a dark brown plastic silty 

clay, with sparse stone inclusions.  

Trench 6 

See Figs 2, 6 & 7 SX 16429 87850 – SX 16428 87803 

Located in the centre of field 2, trench 6 was intended to investigate the ridge and 

furrow cultivation indicated on the geophysical survey.  A trench measuring 50m in 

length and 1.5m wide was excavated on a north to south axis.  

Located within the trench were the remnants of a possible burnt pit (128), and a ditch 

[127]. 

Unfortunately the majority of burnt pit (128) in this trench was destroyed during 

machine trenching, though the edges of this feature were still present on both edges of 

the trench. The eastern side of the trench contained a shallow layer of quartz stones 

mixed with and overlying (141) a deposit of silty black charcoal.  The section of quartz 

measured 0.6m long and less than 0.1m wide. A single sherd of pottery was recovered 

from within the quartz charcoal layer. The quartz layer of the pit appeared to be topped 

by topsoil (101).  Excavation of the remnants of the pit did not identify a cut.  A single 

piece of flint was recovered between (128) the quartz charcoal layer and the top soil 

(101). 

Underneath the subsoil (102) was an area of soft ground within the trench floor (126); 

excavation revealed a piece of flint within the upper part of the deposit, whilst further 

excavation found a moderately defined cut to a possible ditch 1m wide, and 0.4m deep, 

with vertical edges, and an uneven base which appeared to slope to the south west, cut 

into the natural (103).  

Trench 7 

See Figs 2 & 6 SX 16466 87775 – SX 16451 87728 

Located in the south-east part of field 2, trench 7 was excavated on a south-south-east 

to north-north-west alignment across an elongated negative anomaly, possibly 

representing an undocumented field boundary. A trench measuring 50m in length and 

1.5m wide was excavated to a maximum depth of 0.5m. 

In the northern section of the trench a single burnt pit and a field boundary were 

revealed. 
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The burnt pit [129] was 0.65m in diameter and 0.1m deep, topped with a layer of small 

quartz stones, and a shallow layer of charcoal; the fill (130) was a dark brown loose 

clay silt with about 40% charcoal content. The pit was oval in shape, with very shallow 

sides, an uneven base and moderate to poor edge definition. The pit appeared to have 

been scraped into the sub soil (102). 

The field boundary [131], 1.7m wide and 0.4m deep, showed as a linear ditch with a 

steep north side, a shallow south side and a rounded base, and was orientated on an 

east to west axis. Its fills contained (132), a dark greyish brown plastic clay silt with 

common stone inclusions comprising quartz and mudstone (shillet), with occasional 

flecks of charcoal; a single piece of flint was recovered from the upper part of the 

deposit (132). 

Trench 8 

See Fig 2 SX 16557 87869 – SX 16514 87848 

Located on the north-west corner of field 3, trench 8 was excavated on a north-east to 

south-west axis. This was intended to evaluate the ridge and furrow observed in the 

geophysical survey. The trench measured 50m in length and 1.5m wide, reaching a 

maximum depth of no more than 0.3m.   

No archaeological features were observed within this trench. 

Trench 9 

See Fig 2 SX 16613 87777 – SX 16564 87762 

Located in the mid south-eastern part of field 3, trench 9 was aligned west-south-west 

to east-north-east and was intended to sample a possible early field boundary. A trench 

measuring 50m in length and 1.5m wide was excavated, reaching a maximum depth of 

no more than 0.4m.   

Four field drains were found within the ditch. Only one was excavated, [133] (Fig 8). 

This measured 0.75m wide and 0.15m deep, with shallow sloping sides, a flat base and 

good edge definition. It had been cut into (103); the fill (134) was a dark brown plastic 

silty clay with common quartz and shillet inclusions. 

All of the drains were aligned north to south across the slope of the field. 

Unstratified material was found within the area of trench 9 including flint and a sherd of 

post medieval pottery. 

Trench 10 

See Fig 2 SX 16504 87694 – SX 16456 87679 

Located on the eastern edge of field 4, trench 10 was intended to intersect a possible 

field drain.  A trench measuring 50m in length and 1.5m wide was excavated orientated 

east-north-east to west-south-west, reaching a maximum depth of 0.3m. The trench 

revealed two field drains of modern date, whilst a machine cut bisected the trench on a 

north-east to south-west axis. 

No archaeological remains were observed within the trench. 

6 Conclusions/discussion 

Trench 1 (Fig 2) 

Located on the western edge of the site, and the closest trench to the Lower Tregeen 

Farm buildings, a closer inspection of archive maps indicates that an older field 

boundary cut through this area in the 1840s.  The presence of pottery associated with 

the post medieval period would corroborate the suggestion that the features within the 

trench are probably post medieval in date. The ground surface within this trench was 

noted to have been heavily disturbed and this may well relate to works carried out 

within this part of the site in the past couple of decades. 
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Trenches 2 and 3 (Fig 2) 

The two shallow ditches are those observed within the geophysical survey results and 

continue along the field intersecting trench 3 and then continue into field 2, where 

[107] appears to be intersected by trench 5. These are probably part of an earlier 

reclamation project for draining the fields. The weather on several days during the 

evaluation project was not conducive for excavation and the fields retained surface 

water, making the ground sloppy and wet. These drains, when installed, would have 

helped remove the water channelling down the slope to the local stream. A spring was 

noted in the area upslope from the fields which were evaluated.  

Trench 4 (Fig 2) 

Excavated below the lip of a slight ridge within the field, the ridge being the location of 

a probable field boundary, the second field boundary observed on the geophysics was 

not found. A clear division between the geology within the upper sections of the fields 

and the peaty clays associated with the bottom of the valley could be seen in this 

trench, as also in trench 7.  

Trench 5 (Fig 2) 

Two drainage ditches were found, one of these being similar to that in trenches 2 and 

3.  The second, lower ditch was wider and shallower. The geophysics results indicate 

that this ditch continues into field 1 on a south-west orientation. The ditch did not 

appear to be well excavated, and it might have been a natural feature which has 

expanded through time,  

Trench 6 (Fig 2) 

This trench revealed the presence of a possible burnt pit with quartz stones. The lack of 

a well-defined cut implies a very temporary and shallow scrape. Of note was the 

presence of a sherd of pottery and two pieces of flint, one above the quartz layer and 

the second in the possible ditch (126) below the pit. The presence of the piece of flint 

within the upper part of the deposit (126) could be attributed to colluvial or natural 

hillside erosion, implying it was washed down from the slopes above this location. 

Trench 7 (Fig 2) 

A burnt pit was revealed, topped by small quartz stones, situated in a very shallow 

depression. This was not as large as the pit found in trench 6 and there were no 

associated finds. The pit was located on the edge of what was once a very boggy area, 

as shown by the change in geology within the trench. 

Trench 9 (Fig 2) 

Four ditches, all orientated on the same axis, were intersected by the trench. These are 

almost certainly early field drains, possibly associated with an original reclamation 

project to upgrade the fields from downland to pasture. They appeared to have been 

hand dug. A sample example was hand excavated. 

7 Recommendations 

The evaluation of geophysical features at Lower Tregeen Farm did not confirm the 

presence of any of the structures or significant activity of an archaeological nature 

which had been suggested by the geophysical survey, though the two pits and 

accompanying flint within the immediate area of two trenches (6 & 7) does hint at 

some prehistoric activity within the surrounding landscape.   

Should further work be necessary in the area above these fields (certainly in the area of 

the spring in the adjacent fields to the north), then an archaeological watching brief 

would be recommended to determine the extent of early activity within this part of the 

landscape. 

The majority of the pottery recovered from the area adjacent to the farmyard was post 

medieval and appeared to be of 19th century date. Whilst it was notable that flint was 
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not found in the topsoil in most of the trenches, the flint that was recovered appeared 

to date to the Late Mesolithic or early Neolithic period. One piece was a bladelet core, 

another was a blade. Burnt pits themselves are normally associated with the Neolithic 

period. 
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9  Project archive 

The CAU project number is 146573 

The project’s documentary, digital, photographic and drawn archive is maintained by 

Cornwall Archaeological Unit, Cornwall Council, Fal Building, County Hall, Treyew Road, 

Truro, TR1 3AY.  

A project file containing site records and notes, project correspondence and 

administration. 
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Black and white photographs : GBP 2382 
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Finds Archive Store, Cardrew Industrial Estate, Redruth. The site code is LT-16. 
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Fig 2 Site extent. 

 

 

Figure 1: Location of Lower Tregeen Farm, Davidstow, Cornwall. 

Figure 2: Extent of Lower Tregeen Farm showing location of trenches. 
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Figure 3: Tithe map for Davidstow c1840 showing extent of site and location of trenches. 
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Figure 4: Geophysical survey results from Archaeological Surveys Ltd (2015). 
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Figure 5: Pre-excavation view of field 1 looking south. 

Figure 6: View of trenches 6 and 7 in field 2 looking north. 
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Figure 7: Trench 6, field 2. Image showing section of baulk with remnants of burnt pit (128) in the 
upper layers and ditch [127].  

Figure 8: Trench 9, field 3. Image showing post excavation view of an early land drain [133]. 
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Appendix 1: Written Scheme of Investigation
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