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1 Project background 

Cornwall Archaeological Unit (CAU), Cornwall Council were commissioned by Mr Steve 

Lee on behalf of Kier Construction to carry out a programme of archaeological recording 

prior to the development (PA15/06688) of Truro and Penwith College buildings on the 

site of a former Caravan and Camping site at Bodmin, Cornwall covering an area of 4.3 

hectares (Figures 1 and 2).  

Prior to the archaeological watching brief, a geophysical survey (Stratascan 2016) and 

archaeological assessment had been undertaken by Cornwall Archaeological Unit 

(Thorpe 2016). The assessment stage did not identify any major sites within the area of 

the development; however, several sites, including a medieval cross, were identified in 

the wider vicinity (Thorpe 2016).  

The geophysical survey covered an area of 3.5 hectares which included the eastern and 

western boundaries of the site. The centre of the site, however, could not be surveyed 

as there were areas of hard standing and access roads associated with the site’s former 

use as a caravan site. This meant that there was potential for buried archaeological 

features to survive within the development area. 

A Written Scheme of Investigation outlining the methodology for archaeological 

recording was produced (23/02/2016) by Dr Andy Jones, Cornwall Archaeological Unit, 

(Appendix 1). 

2 Aims and objectives 

The aims of the project were: 

 To ensure that the site works were carried out in such a way as to allow recording 

as set out in the Written Scheme of Investigation. 

 To establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains and record 

archaeological features and deposits affected by the scheme. 

 To determine the extent, condition, nature, character, date and significance of any 

archaeological remains encountered. 

 To establish the nature of the activity on the site. 

 To identify any artefacts relating to the occupation or use of the site. 

 To deposit the archive (including any finds) with the relevant museum and 

disseminate the results of discoveries as a concise archive report and, if merited, 

wider publication. 

Key objectives were: 

 To locate, identify and record prehistoric and/or medieval settlement activity in the 

area of the development, thereby providing further information on the archaeology 

of the development site and the surrounding area. 

3 Working methods 

The site soil strip was carried out by machines under archaeological supervision. The 

soil was stripped down to a level at which archaeological features were expected to be 

revealed, in this case the top of the natural geology. The area was then inspected by an 

archaeologist, the soil then being removed from the site.  

The majority of the field boundaries within the site had been removed prior to the 

arrival of the archaeologist; their remains were inspected and photographed. Drawings 

of features were recorded at 1:10 for sections and 1:20 for plans. 

Details of contexts are given in Appendix 2. 
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4 Results 

The site was effectively subdivided by two northwest to southeast aligned field 

boundaries (C and B) and a third southwest to northeast boundary (A) which was 

located towards the northern end of the site (Figure 2). The northern end of the 

development area was further divided by a series of small paddocks. The boundaries 

around the paddocks had, however, already been removed prior to the start of the 

archaeological recording.  

Field boundaries 

All three boundaries are shown on the c1841 Tithe Map and are likely to be of earlier 

post-medieval date. 

The northwest to southeast oriented field boundary (A) had been partially removed at 

the western end of the site and the eastern end had been completely removed (Figure 

2). This boundary was a stone-faced earth bank measuring 1.3m high, and 2m wide, 

the north side of the bank was stone-faced with slate and granite stones. The northern 

side had an approximately 80 degree slope, and the southern side was a 45 to 50 

degree slope. The bank was topped with vegetation and small hazel trees. The core of 

the bank was formed by a single layer (401), a deposit of reddish very loose, brown 

loam, with common stone inclusions. It was much disturbed by invasive roots from the 

covering vegetation. To the west the continuation of the field boundary had been totally 

removed. 

The northwest to south east oriented field boundary (B) on the east side of the site had 

been partially removed (Figure 2). Examination of a remaining section revealed it to be 

an earthen bank faced on the west side with granite and slate stones. The bank was 

1.5m high and 2.2m wide at the base. The core comprised, layer (402), a reddish 

brown loam with sparse stone inclusions. The west side of the bank was approximately 

70 degrees in angle, while the east side was a gentler slope of 45 degrees. 

The northwest to south east oriented field boundary (C) on the western side of the site 

had been completely removed, and the only surviving section was a stub which 

remained on the southern edge of the site. This, however, only showed the field 

boundary had been stone-faced on both sides, was steep-sided and contained modern 

waste material within its core (Figure 2). 

Fields 

The eastern field which was down to grass (Figure 5) gently sloped to the northwest.  

Its previous use as a caravan site was evident around the perimeter and centre of the 

field, where a trackway had been laid for the caravans/cars to access the inner area of 

the field. Utility trenches were also observed along with remnants of plastic pipes and 

yellow tape indicating powerlines; a manhole and waste pipes were also recorded within 

the boundary of this field.  

The topsoil (101) was a reddish brown loam, very loose with sparse stone inclusions, 

between 0.2m and 0.3m thick. It contained sherds of post-medieval pottery and glass. 

Modern rubbish was also found with the matrix of the soil on the eastern side the field. 

The topsoil lay directly above the natural subsoil (102), a greyish yellow mudstone 

(shillet). The underlying geology and ground undulated throughout the field. No 

archaeological features were recorded within this field. 

The central and western fields contained a large number of features which were 

associated with the caravan park. These included trenches, utility pipes, electrical 

cabling and hard standings for caravans. Unlike the eastern field the topsoil did not 

contain much post-medieval pottery. 

The topsoil within the central and western fields (110) was a dark brown loose loam 

with sparse stone inclusions, and was up to 0.1m deep. The underlying subsoil (111) 
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was a reddish brown loose loam with common stone inclusions. It was up to 0.15m 

thick. The subsoil sealed (102), the natural shillet. 

The soil stripping in the central field revealed two parallel ditches orientated northeast 

to southwest, [105] and [107] (Figure 7). These ditches belonged to a field boundary 

shown on the Bodmin Tithe Map of c1841 (Figure 3) but which was removed by the 

time of the 1st Edition Ordnance Survey map of 1880 (Figure 4). 

Ditch [105] was shallow, measuring 1.1m wide and 0.1m deep. It had shallow sloping 

sides, and an uneven base with moderate edge definition. The ditch had been cut into 

(102) the natural shillet, and the fill (104) was a dark brown loose loam with common 

stone inclusions. Three small pieces of clay pipe stem were recovered from the surface 

of (104). 

Ditch [107] was shallow, measuring 1.3m wide and 0.15m deep (Figure 7). It was 

steep-sided on the northwest side but shallower on the southeast. The base was 

flattish. It was cut into (102) the natural shillet, the fill (106) was a dark brown loam 

with common stone inclusions. 

The two ditches [105] and [107] ran parallel to each other, and were approximately 2m 

apart. It was likely that a now removed Cornish hedge bank had stood between them. 

Close to the south western edge of the site the possible remnants of a northeast to 

southwest oriented field boundary, ditch [109] were uncovered (Figure 3). Ditch [109], 

was cut into the natural shillet (102). It measured 0.8m wide by 0.3m deep, and was 

steep-sided with a flat base. The cut was filled by (108), a dark brown loose loam with 

sparse stone inclusions.  

A further examination of the ditch at the southwest end found it became shallower and 

less well defined. An examination of the geophysical survey results (Stratascan 2016) 

implies that there is a linear feature in this area but it cannot be positively identified as 

being the same as ditch [109]. 

5 Conclusion 

Previous use of the site as a caravan park did not appear to have made any impact 

upon buried archaeological deposits and, with the exception of the field boundary 

ditches, the site was devoid of any archaeological features.  
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7  Project archive 

The CAU project number is 146581 
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Cornwall Archaeological Unit, Cornwall Council, Fal Building, County Hall, Treyew Road, 
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Field plans and copies of historic maps stored in an A2-size plastic envelope 
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Figure 1: Location of site. 

Figure 2: Site extent shown in red (Field boundaries A-C). 
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Figure 3: Tithe map of Bodmin circa 1841 showing the field boundaries, and identified sites (site 
extent indicated by red line). 

Figure 4: First Edition of the Ordnance Survey 25 Inch Map, c1880 (site extent indicated by 

red line). 
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Figure 5: Eastern field prior to excavation looking northwest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Field boundary ditches [105] and [107] unexcavated looking northeast. 
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Figure 7: Photograph of field boundary ditch [107] showing excavated slot (scale 0.5m).
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Appendix 1 Cornwall Archaeological Unit 
Written Scheme of Investigation for Archaeological Mitigation at 
Bodmin College Campus site
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Appendix 2 Context numbers 

 

 
Context 

number 
Description 

(101) Topsoil: a reddish brown loam, very loose 0.2m – 0.3m thick, 

contained sparse stone inclusions, post medieval pottery and glass. 

(102) Natural shillet: a greyish yellow mudstone, compacted and broken in 

varying degrees around the site. 

(104) Fill of ditch [105]: a dark brown loose loam 0.1m deep, with common 

stone inclusions. 

[105] Cut of shallow field boundary ditch, 1.1m wide, 0.1m deep, shallow 

sloping sides, an uneven base, with moderate edge definition, cut into 

(102), the natural shillet. 

(106) Fill of ditch [107], a dark brown loose loam 0.15m deep, with common 

stone inclusions. 

[107] Cut of shallow field boundary ditch, 1.3m wide, 0.15m deep, steep-

sided on the northwest side, more shallow side on the south east. Base 

was flattish, cut into (102), the natural shillet.  

(108) Fill of possible ditch [109], a dark brown loose loam, with spare stone 

inclusions, 0.3m deep. 

[109] Cut of possible ditch, 0.8m wide, 0.3m deep, steep sides with a flattish 

base, possibly becomes shallower as it progresses across the site. NE – 

SW orientation. 

(110) Topsoil within the central and western fields, a dark brown loose loam 

with sparse stone inclusions, 0.1m deep. 

(111) Subsoil within central and western fields, a reddish brown loose loam 

with common stone inclusions, 0.15m deep. 

(401) Soil matrix within field boundary (A): a reddish brown loam very loose, 

common stone inclusions, 1.3m high, 2m wide at base. 

(402) Soil matrix within field boundary (B): a reddish brown loam with 

sparse stone inclusions, 1.5m high, 2.2m wide at base. 



Archaeological Mitigation at Bodmin College, Bodmin, Cornwall 

 

 17 

 

 


