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1 Summary of key findings and 

recommendations 

The assessment has identified a total of 35 sites within and adjacent to the survey 

area. These range in importance from nationally important designated and 

undesignated sites to features of local importance. 

The designated Scheduled Monuments, a Bronze Age barrow and the medieval 

settlement of Lamelgate, are unlikely to be affected by the works. Potentially nationally 

important sites relating to Mesolithic flint scatters were also identified along the 

southern shore of the reservoir and the eastern edge of the survey area. 

Recommendations are made to limit the extraction of peat for drain blockage in the 

vicinity of these sites. 

Sites of regional significance include the peat deposits of Crowdy Marsh. Whilst 

recognising that these deposits are extensive, it is also noted that they are finite, and 

recommendations are therefore made for a programme of palaeoenvironmental 

sampling to mitigate the effects of peat extraction. Another site of similar significance 

was identified during the walkover, a small discrete collection of Neolithic flint and 

pottery (see Appendix 2). 

Locally significant sites include peat cuttings and drains, removed field boundaries, and 

features relating to the World War 2 airfield of RAF Davidstow. Various 

recommendations are made to mitigate the impact of the proposals on these features, 

ranging from avoidance to a watching brief during works. 
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Fig 1 Location map 

 

 

Fig 2 Aerial view of the site 
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2 Project background 

2.1 Project background 

Cornwall Archaeological Unit were asked by South West Lakes Trust to undertake an 

archaeological assessment of land adjacent to Crowdy Reservoir, predominately in 

Crowdy Marsh, on Bodmin Moor (Figs 1 and 2). This was in response to a proposal to 

undertake mire restoration in the marsh. 

Crowdy Marsh is located towards the northern edge of Bodmin Moor in North Cornwall. 

It is directly adjacent to Davidstow Moor, which has been recognised as a Premier 

Archaeological Landscape by heritage professionals in Cornwall, and the extensive 

Scheduled Monument of Lamelgate Deserted Medieval Settlement. The Cornwall and 

Scilly HER records field systems, ridge and furrow, peat cutting, and numerous 

prehistoric features and artefact scatters in and around this location. 

Because of its low-lying nature the area is also likely to contain significant 

palaeoenvironmental deposits which will contain significant information about changing 

environmental conditions over several millennia. 

It is also part of the North Bodmin Moor Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI; unit 

14, covering a total of 99.72 hectares). This unit is designated for its upland acid 

grassland and the site is also a Special Area of Conservation (SAC). Crowdy Marsh is a 

fine example of valley mire and has a mosaic of habitats including acid grassland, wet 

dwarf shrub, transition mire, and rush dominated mire. Species found here include 

bogbean, purple moor-grass, common cottongrass, and two species of sundew: oblong-

leaved and round-leaved. (South West Lakes Trust website). 

The marsh, which is owned by South West Water and managed by the South West 

Lakes Trust, has been identified as a good location for restoring the marshland habitat 

or mire, and as such required an archaeological assessment to help guide these 

proposals. 

2.2 Aims 

The aim of the SSSI Project at Crowdy Reservoir is to restore moorland mires to 

healthy condition, mostly by blocking drainage ditches dug as part of programmes of 

agricultural improvements in the past and the removal of coniferous plantations. 

However, other features, such as peat cuttings may also be altered, either to slow 

drainage or to take advantage of opportunities to improve retention of water in the 

peat.  

This would benefit the historic environment by preserving important 

palaeoenvironmental resources and maintaining the ability of the mires to preserve 

other archaeological material. However, restoration work also has the potential to 

damage, destroy or obscure archaeological features either directly or indirectly. 

The specific aims of the project were to: 

 undertake a desk-based assessment of the archaeological sites within the study 

area;  

 undertake a rapid walkover survey to identify and assess the sensitivity of the 

sites in relation to the mire project, including the blocking of drainage channels 

and the removal of coniferous plantations and their replanting with native 

broadleaf species, working access and compounds; 

 identify the most appropriate means of archaeological mitigation for each site 

and provide indicative costs for carrying this out; 

 identify sites where the proposed mire works would be detrimental to the 

archaeological resource; 

 make recommendations for infrastructure provision which will minimize any 

damaging impacts, noting potential needs for Statutory Consents. 
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2.3 Methods 

All recording work was undertaken according to the appropriate Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists Standards and Guidance. Staff followed the CIfA Code of Conduct and 

Code of Approved Practice for the Regulation of Contractual Arrangements in 

Archaeology. The Chartered Institute for Archaeologists is the professional body for 

archaeologists working in the UK. 

 

2.3.1 Desk–based assessment 

During the desk-based assessment historical databases and archives were consulted in 

order to obtain information about the history of the site and the structures and features 

that were likely to survive. The main sources consulted were as follows: 

 Relevant published secondary sources held in the CAU Library. 

 Relevant archaeological reports.  

 Historic maps, including: 

Early county maps (Norden, Gascoyne, Martyn, circa 1810 1st Edition OS 1:1760 

mapping; 

The 1841 Advent and Davidstow Tithe Maps (Figs 3 and 4); 

The 1883 and 1908 1st and 2nd Editions of the Ordnance Survey 25” to a mile 

mapping (Figs 5 and 6); 

The current OS MasterMap; 

 Relevant GIS layers curated by Cornwall Council and Cornwall Archaeological Unit; 

 Aerial photograph cover dating from 1946 to the present day, including transcripts of 

archaeological detail produced by the National Mapping Programme (NMP); 

 The Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment Record (HER). 

 

2.3.2 Fieldwork 

Intensive walkover survey was undertaken within an area defined by the brief, where 

conditions allowed, according to the methodology described here. A standard data set 

describing each feature identified by the survey was captured in the field. 

The fieldwork included and achieved the following tasks: 

 The locations of identified sites were accurately recorded using GPS. 

 The updating of records on individual sites enabling management and mitigation 

measures to be identified. 

 The identification of new sites and areas of archaeological potential (for example 

places where palaeoenvironmental deposits may survive). 

 Photographs were taken of each of the identified sites to illustrate specific issues 

with features or to record the general current condition of the feature with an 

appropriate scale (for example, a ranging rod). These are accompanied by a 

plan showing the location and direction of the photographic record made. The 

photographs were captured digitally by a Pentax K-30 fitted with a GPS device 

that enabled location data to be embedded in the metadata. The files are stored 

in .jpeg format. 
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3 Statement of significance 

The walkover survey identified a total of 35 sites (Fig 7) ranging from Mesolithic flint 

scatters to World War 2 sites associated with RAF Davidstow. The significance of the 

sites ranged from Designated and undesignated sites of National Importance to sites of 

Local Importance. Fourteen of the sites had previously been identified and were 

included in the Cornwall and Scilly HER. The remaining 21 sites were identified by the 

desk-based assessment and during the walkover. 

3.1 National Importance 

Seven sites are considered of national importance including two Scheduled Monuments 

(Fig 8). 

Designated: barrow 29 (DCO1386); medieval settlement of Lamlavery 19 (DCO1133) 

Undesignated: Mesolithic flint scatters 12, 13, 15, 21, and 31. 

3.2 Regional Importance 

Four sites are considered of regional importance: peat deposits 10 and 24; prehistoric 

cairn 18; Neolithic artefact scatter 23. 

3.3 Local Importance 

The remaining 24 sites are considered of local importance: prehistoric findspots 20, 22, 

25, 26, 27, and 28; medieval parish boundary 11; medieval and post-medieval peat 

stands 8; post-medieval road 9 and drainage ditch 33; 19th century removed field 

boundaries 1 and 5, drain 2, peat cuttings 3, 4, 6, 7, 14, 16, and related bank 17; 

20th century airfield-related features including roads 30, 32, and 34 and airfield 

building 35. 

3.4 Other designations 

The following designations also cover the marsh: 

 North Bodmin Moor (unit 14) SSSI; 

 SAC; 

 Area of Great Historic Value (AGHV); 

 Area of Great Scientific Value (AGSV); 

 Open Access Land designated under the Countryside Right Of Way (CROW) Act 

2000. 

 

4 Statement of impact 

The scope of the proposed works includes proposals to block drainage ditches, peat 

cuttings, and natural channels. The blocking will be done with both peat and wooden 

blocks.  Additional impacts include the felling of the conifer plantations and replanting 

with broadleaf species. The impacts of the proposed works include direct damage to 

archaeological sites and deposits from the extraction of peat to block channels and the 

loss of sites caused by infilling by peat growth and associated water level rises, 

potential damage caused by machinery during the operational phase, and indirectly 

through potential damage caused by tree planting. 

4.1 Impacts 

4.1.1 Designated sites 

There should be no impacts on the two designated sites identified by the assessment 

(Fig 8). The only concern would be if the Scheduled medieval village of Lamelgate, site 

19, suffered a rise in water levels as a result of drain blocking. However, this is 

considered unlikely due to the position of the settlement and related features on higher 

ground. Periodic monitoring of the site should mitigate against this eventuality. 
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4.1.2 Undesignated sites 

Several sites will be impacted upon directly by the proposals. Drain 2 is planned to be 

blocked in up to seven places along its length. This will eventually lead to the loss of 

the feature under renewed peat growth. A similar proposal is planned for peat cutting 

16, which will also lead to the loss of the feature. Several other peat cuttings, sites 6 

and 7, may be close enough to proposed drain blockages to suffer the same fate. These 

sites are all of local significance. 

Peat deposits 10 and 24, representing alluvium-filled and purer peat respectively, are 

likely to be locally damaged by peat extraction. Although this is a large resource it is 

finite and of considerable significance. Peat extraction would entail material being taken 

from a maximum 2m radius on either side of each ditch to be blocked. 

The site relating to lithic scatter 12 may be disturbed by the extraction of peat blocks 

and/or the blocking of channels. This might potentially impact upon a site of national 

significance. 

The sites relating to the various flint scatters and findspots (20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 

and 28) along the southern edge of the reservoir may be disturbed by the extraction of 

peat blocks. This might potentially impact upon sites of national significance. 

Sites within the conifer plantations might be impacted upon during the removal of the 

existing trees and during subsequent replanting. Many of the existing conifers have 

fallen leaving large tree throws exposing subsoil deposits, and potentially archaeological 

features. Affected sites include removed field boundaries 1 and 5, and sites relating to 

the various flint scatters and findspots (20, 21, 22, 23, and 25) along the southern 

edge of the reservoir. The field boundaries are of local significance but the potential 

sites relating to the artefact scatters may be of national significance. 

 

5 Recommendations 

The proposed mire restoration works, although small-scale in nature, do have the 

capacity to inflict damage to archaeological sites within the project area. Many of these 

sites are of low significance but some may be regarded as of national importance. 

Therefore appropriate mitigation measures should be in place before any works 

proceed. 

5.1 Scheduled monument consent 

It is considered that the proposed works will not impact upon the adjacent Scheduled 

Monument of Lamelgate medieval settlement and field system (DCO1133). The 

boundary of the monument is contiguous with the southeastern boundary of the site. 

However, Historic England guidance should be sought before the commencement of 

works. 

5.2 Mitigation by design 

Several of the proposed blockages are in close proximity to identified sites, some of 

which are of considerable significance. Increased waterlogging may enhance the 

preservation of these sites, notably any sites represented by the various flint scatters 

and findspots along the southern edge of the reservoir (sites 20, 21, 22, 23, 25, 27, 

and 28). However, these sites may be threatened by the extraction of peat to be used 

in the blocking. It is therefore recommended that no peat extraction for this purpose is 

carried out to the west of the small stream feeding the reservoir from the south 

(stream runs from NGR 214944 83146 to 214915 83303). 

Similarly, lithic scatter 12 may be threatened by the extraction of peat to be used in 

blocking the channel running into the reservoir from the east. It is therefore 

recommended that no peat extraction for this purpose is carried out to the east of a 

point on this stream at NGR 215327 83493. 

It is proposed that peat cutting 16 is to be blocked. Unless this is absolutely crucial to 

the scheme it is recommended that this should be avoided if possible. 
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5.3 Mitigation by record 

The peat deposits (sites 10 and 24) throughout the survey area are finite resources of 

at least regional significance. They may hold palaeoenvironmental data potentially 

going back to the Mesolithic, although the presence of Neolithic artefacts that appeared 

to be in a feature cutting the granite subsoil, site 23, may indicate that peat growth did 

not occur until at least this period (although the cut feature may have cut the peat as 

well). Although the disturbance to the peat through extraction for peat blocks may be 

small-scale and localised, the significance of this resource suggests that a programme 

of mitigation would be appropriate. This should take the form of a programme of 

environmental sampling at various points around the eastern and southern edge of the 

reservoir in order to establish samples with the best potential for an uninterrupted 

sequence of peat. If suitable deposits are identified this should be followed by a 

programme of analysis to extract the maximum palaeoenvironmental information as is 

feasible. 

If peat extraction is undertaken in the vicinity of artefact scatters and findspot locations 

a watching brief should be maintained during the works. This is particularly relevant to 

lithic scatter 12. 

A programme of conifer removal and replanting has the potential to uncover and/or 

damage several sites, some of potentially high significance including sites relating to 

artefact scatters 20, 21, 22, 23, and 25. Some locally significant sites including 

removed field boundaries 1 and 5 may also be affected. It is therefore recommended 

that a watching brief is maintained during tree removal to inspect tree throws for sites 

and artefacts, and also during tree replanting depending on the method used. 
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Fig 3 Advent Tithe Map, 1841 

 

Fig 4 Davidstow Tithe Map, 1841 
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Fig 5 First Edition of the Ordnance Survey 25 Inch Map, 1883 

 

Fig 6 Second Edition of the Ordnance Survey 25 Inch Map, 1908 
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Fig 7 Site location map 
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Fig 8 Scheduled Monuments. 

 

 

Fig 9 Key to Photographs (see Appendix 3) 
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Appendix 1: Table of sites 
Site 
No 

HER 
No 

Site type Description Setting Condition Impact Mitigation NGR E NGR N 

1  FIELD 
BOUNDARY 

A field boundary is shown on the 
historical OS mapping (1883-
1908) but not on the 1841 
Advent Tithe Map. It has been 
removed in the 20th century. 

Currently lies within a 
conifer plantation. 

Unknown May be disturbed 
during tree removal 
and replanting. 

Monitor 
during 
plantation 
replanting 

214714 84086 

2  DRAIN Large open drain running NE-
SW across the NE part of 
Crowdy Marsh. Little evidence of 
a bank and therefore peat may 
have been removed. 

Peat bog, summer-
grazed by cattle, 
sheep, and horses. 
Mostly very lush grass 
with occasional cotton 
grass. Very wet. 

Stable Proposals include 
blocking this drain, 
and its tributary, at up 
to seven points. 

None 
proposed. 

215082 83990 

3  PEAT 
CUTTING 

Peat cutting running NE-SW 
with a smaller cutting jutting off 
to SE. C. 11m long, 3.5m wide 
and at least 0.5m deep. Runs 
into reservoir but the end is 
blocked with grass. A wooden 
post was sunk into NE end, 
perhaps indicating a recent 
provenance. 

Peat bog, summer-
grazed by cattle, 
sheep, and horses. 
Mostly very lush grass 
with occasional cotton 
grass. Very wet. 

Stable Probably too far from 
the drain and too 
close to the reservoir 
edge to be affected 
by the proposals. 

None 
proposed. 

214910 83954 

4  PEAT 
CUTTING 

Small rectangular water-filled 
peat cutting, 7.5m by 2m and at 
least 0.4m deep, aligned N-S. 
The cutting lies about 10m NE of 
the current shoreline. 

Peat bog, summer-
grazed by cattle, 
sheep, and horses. 
Mostly very lush grass 
with occasional cotton 
grass. Very wet. 

Stable Probably too far from 
the drain and too 
close to the reservoir 
edge to be affected 
by the proposals. 

None 
proposed. 

214937 83919 

5  FIELD 
BOUNDARY 

A field boundary, running NW-
SE, is shown on the historical 
OS mapping (1883-1908) but 
not on the 1841 Advent tihe 
Map. It has been removed in the 
20th century. 

Currently lies within a 
conifer plantation. 

Unknown May be disturbed 
during tree removal 
and replanting. 

Monitor 
during 
plantation 
replanting 

214422 83893 
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Site 
No 

HER 
No 

Site type Description Setting Condition Impact Mitigation NGR E NGR N 

6  PEAT 
CUTTING 

Irregular peat cutting 
approximately 16m by 7m and at 
least 0.4m deep. One of two 
intercutting features. This one 
lies around 45m E of the current 
shoreline. 

Peat bog, summer-
grazed by cattle, 
sheep, and horses. 
Mostly very lush grass 
with occasional cotton 
grass. Wet. 

Stable May be affected by 
the blocking up of the 
nearby drain leading 
to increased peat 
growth within the 
feature. This may 
eventually lead to its 
total loss. 

None 
proposed. 

215023 83865 

7  PEAT 
CUTTING 

Rectangular peat cutting 33m by 
8m and at least 0.4m deep, 
aligned E-W. The larger of two 
intercutting features. This 
feature lies around 20m-30m E 
of the current shoreline. 

Peat bog, summer-
grazed by cattle, 
sheep, and horses. 
Mostly very lush grass 
with occasional cotton 
grass. Wet. 

Stable May be affected by 
the blocking up of the 
nearby drain leading 
to increased peat 
growth within the 
feature. This may 
eventually lead to its 
total loss. 

None 
proposed. 

215010 83853 

8 MCO 
23614 

PEAT 
STAND 

A group of 55 peat platforms 
were identified on Davidstow 
Moor, between SX 153838 and 
155822. 

These are all likely to 
be situated on the 
higher ground, 
consisting of drier 
rough pasture, beyond 
the survey area to the 
east. 

Stable None None 
necessary. 

215300 83800 
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Site 
No 

HER 
No 

Site type Description Setting Condition Impact Mitigation NGR E NGR N 

9  ROAD Track shown on the 1841 
Davidstow Tithe Map and the 
1883 and 1908 OS mapping. 
The track runs into Crowdy 
Marsh from the NE and is likely 
to have provided access for peat 
cutting. The track is shown on 
the earlier Tithe Map terminating 
to the west but to the south on 
the 1883 OS map, perhaps 
indicating that the peat cuttings 
to the north and west are earlier 
than those to the south. Not 
identified during the walkover. 

Dry rough pasture Stable None None 
necessary. 

215108 83683 

10  Peat deposit Peaty deposit high in alluvial 
clay, probably as a result of lying 
in an area criss-crossed by 
drains and natural channels. 
The alluvial content may limit the 
palaeonvironmental potential. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

Slight 
erosion, from 
both wave 
action from 
the reservoir 
and drains 
and 
channels 
cutting 
through the 
peat, is 
ongoing. 

The cutting of peat 
blocks in this area 
may disturb 
palaeonvironmental 
stratigraphic data. 

A 
programme 
of 
palaeoenviro
nmental 
investigation 
to assess 
the 
significance 
of the peat 
would 
mitigate its 
distrubance. 

215001 83628 

11  PARISH 
BOUNDARY 

The parish boundary between 
Advent to the west and 
Davidstow to the east. This 
point, marked by a boundary 
stone on the historic mapping, is 
now underwater. 

Runs through marsh 
and under Crowdy 
reservoir. 

n/a None None 
necessary. 

214829 83570 
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Site 
No 

HER 
No 

Site type Description Setting Condition Impact Mitigation NGR E NGR N 

12 MCO 
6634 

LITHIC 
SCATTER 

A variety of later Mesolithic flint 
material came from a small 
stream bed feeding Crowdy 
Marsh and from its bank. There 
is no watercourse at the location 
given in the HER and it may 
refer to a point within the marsh 
60m to the south. 

Dry rough pasture, 
beyond the survey area 
to the east (if the HER 
NGR is correct). 

Uncertain Sites relating to these 
finds may be 
disturbed by peat 
extraction. 

Do not 
remove peat 
in this area. 

215480 83550 

13 MCO 
6636 

LITHIC 
SCATTER 

Mesolithic flint material was 
found to the north of and jutting 
out from Crowdy Marsh. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

n/a None None 
necessary. 

214220 83540 

14 MCO 
49575 

PEAT 
CUTTING 

Peat cutting of medieval and 
later date, visible as earthworks 
on aerial photographs. 

Underwater Unknown None None 
necessary. 

214701 83514 

15 MCO 
533 

FINDSPOT Four flakes of beach flint, 
possibly of early Mesolithic, 
were found on the north side of 
Crowdy reservoir. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

n/a None None 
necessary. 

214040 83440 

16  PEAT 
CUTTING 

A large rectangular peat cutting 
20m by 10m on the SE side of 
the reservoir, 125m E of the 
current shoreline. The cutting is 
flanked by bank 7 to the south. 
Another area of cutting was 
visible to the SW but boggy 
conditions prevented access. 

Peat bog, summer-
grazed by cattle, 
sheep, and horses. 
Mostly very lush grass 
with frequent cotton 
grass. Very wet. 

Stable It is proposed to block 
this cutting. This may 
eventually lead to its 
total loss beneath 
increased peat 
growth. 

Avoid if 
possible. 

215151 83433 

17  BANK A linear earthen bank 2m wide 
and 0.3m high following the S 
side of peat cutting 6. 

Peat bog, summer-
grazed by cattle, 
sheep, and horses. 
Mostly very lush grass 
with frequent cotton 
grass. Very wet. 

Stable None None 
proposed. 

215153 83428 
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Site 
No 

HER 
No 

Site type Description Setting Condition Impact Mitigation NGR E NGR N 

18 MCO 
4317 

CAIRN A cairn identified as a result of 
fieldwork and excavated in 
advance of the enlargement of 
Crowdy reservoir. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

n/a None None 
necessary. 

214010 83420 

19 MCO 
20888 

LONG-
HOUSE, 
SETTLE-
MENT 

Lamlavery - a well preserved 
settlement of five longhouses 
and associated field systems on 
Davidstow Moor. 

Elements of this feature 
are all likely to be 
situated on the higher 
ground, consisting of 
drier rough pasture, 
beyond the survey area 
to the SE. 

Unknown None None 
necessary. 

215900 83420 

20 MCO 
40357 

FINDSPOT A large flint blade was found on 
the shore of Crowdy Reservoir. 

Underwater n/a Sites relating to these 
finds may be 
disturbed by peat 
extraction. 

Do not 
remove peat 
in this area. 

214480 83320 

21 MCO 
6635 

LITHIC 
SCATTER 

Mesolithic flints found near the 
south edge of Crowdy Marsh 
reservoir. 

Underwater n/a Sites relating to these 
finds may be 
disturbed by peat 
extraction. 

Do not 
remove peat 
in this area. 

214480 83320 

22  FINDSPOT A single used flint core was 
found on the waterline lying on 
granitic sand. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

Slight 
erosion from 
wave action 
from the 
reservoir is 
ongoing. 

Sites relating to these 
finds may be 
disturbed by peat 
extraction. 

Do not 
remove peat 
in this area. 

214308 83315 

23  ARTEFACT 
SCATTER 

A tightly grouped deposit of 11 
flints and some very degraded 
potsherds were identified 
eroding out of the granitic sand 
on the southern shoreline of the 
reservoir. They are likely to have 
lain in a cut feature, probably a 
pit or a posthole. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

Slight 
erosion from 
wave action 
from the 
reservoir is 
ongoing. 

Sites relating to these 
finds may be 
disturbed by peat 
extraction. 

Do not 
remove peat 
in this area. 

214385 83313 
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Site 
No 

HER 
No 

Site type Description Setting Condition Impact Mitigation NGR E NGR N 

24  Peat deposit Dark peat deposit lying along 
much of the southern edge of 
the reservoir. Probably high in 
palaeonvironmental potential. 
Lies over granitic sand at the 
water's edge and appeared to 
seal artefact scatter 9. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

Slight 
erosion from 
wave action 
from the 
reservoir is 
ongoing. 

The cutting of peat 
blocks in this area will 
disturb 
palaeonvironmental 
stratigraphic data. 

A 
programme 
of 
palaeoenviro
nmental 
investigation 
to assess 
the 
significance 
of the peat 
would 
mitigate its 
distrubance. 

214463 83304 

25  FINDSPOT Two flints, a flake and a burnt 
piece from core rejuvenation, 
were found below the waterline 
lying on granitic sand. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

Slight 
erosion from 
wave action 
from the 
reservoir is 
ongoing. 

Sites relating to these 
finds may be 
disturbed by peat 
extraction. 

Do not 
remove peat 
in this area. 

214476 83301 

26 MCO 
915 

FINDSPOT A single flint flake has been 
found by Peter Trudgian near to 
Crowdy Reservoir. 

Dry rough pasture n/a None None 
necessary. 

213850 83300 

27 MCO 
39615 

FINDSPOT A flint core was found in 1981 on 
the edge of Crowdy Reservoir. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

n/a Sites relating to these 
finds may be 
disturbed by peat 
extraction. 

Do not 
remove peat 
in this area. 

214750 83300 

28 MCO 
39614 

FINDSPOT A flint flake was found on the 
edge of Crowdy reservoir in 
1980. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

n/a Sites relating to these 
finds may be 
disturbed by peat 
extraction. 

Do not 
remove peat 
in this area. 

214620 83300 

29 MCO 
3082 

BARROW A round barrow, 19m in 
diameter and up to 2.7m high. 

Dry rough pasture Not 
inspected. 

None None 
necessary. 

213892 83288 
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Site 
No 

HER 
No 

Site type Description Setting Condition Impact Mitigation NGR E NGR N 

30  ROAD A level trackway formed by 
placing large granite boulders 
along the southern edge of the 
site. The boulders have then 
been packed with earth and 
smaller stones to form a surface. 
The track runs along the 
southern edge of a conifer 
plantation before following the 
inside of the fenceline 
southeastwards. This may be 
connected to either the WW2 
airfield at Davidstow to the east 
or with the construction of the 
reservoir in 1969-73. 

Lies over peat bog and 
marshy grassland 
along the southern 
edge of the marsh, and 
in conifer plantation at 
its western end. 

Stable None None 
necessary. 

214447 83282 

31 MCO 
532 

FINDSPOT Two flakes of beach flint of 
probably the early Mesolithic 
period were found by Peter 
Trudgian in 1970. 

Shoreline, granitic sand 
overlain by peat 
deposits. 

n/a None None 
necessary. 

214050 83280 

32  ROAD A continuation to the SE of road 
30. Here the surface is much 
more intermittent and resembles 
field clearance. It may represent 
this or an unfinished section of 
the road. 

Lies over peat bog and 
marshy grassland 
along the southern 
edge of the marsh. 

Stable None None 
necessary. 

214727 83173 

33  DRAINAGE 
DITCH 

A sinuous channel up to 3m 
wide and 1m deep carries a 
small stream through moorland 
to the east of the site and 
continues on into the marsh, 
where it is visible for up to 10m-
20m. A low bank up to 2.5m 
wide and 0.4m high follows its 
NE flank, indicating that the 
channel is a drain from which 
upcast has been dumped. 

Cut through marshy 
grassland along the 
southern edge of the 
marsh. 

Stable None None 
necessary. 

215272 83162 
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Site 
No 

HER 
No 

Site type Description Setting Condition Impact Mitigation NGR E NGR N 

34  ROAD A linear band of granite rubble 
approximately 50m long, 4m 
wide, and 0.4m high set against 
the fenceline at the SE edge of 
the marsh. This may represent 
field clearance or part of an 
attempt to continue the track 
from the western side of the 
marsh. 

Lies over peat bog and 
marshy grassland 
along the southern 
edge of the marsh. 

Stable None None 
necessary. 

215167 83076 

35  AIRFIELD 
BUILDING 

The concrete base of a 
structure, approximately 1.5m by 
1m, in the southern corner of the 
marsh. The concrete is very 
coarse with lots of small slate 
mixed in. Nearby is a concrete-
covered drain: the concrete is of 
the same type used on other 
structures associated with RAF 
Davidstow, including the now 
defunct fence posts surrounding 
the marsh. 

Lies in marshy 
grassland along the 
southern edge of the 
marsh. 

Stable None None 
necessary. 

215097 83024 
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Appendix 2: Finds report: The Crowdy Reservoir 

flints 

By Anna Lawson-Jones 

 

Fourteen worked flints were found around the periphery of Crowdy Reservoir in June 

2016. They were found along its central southern edge located at SX 14385 83313. Fig 

7 shows that there are a number of lithic find spots in the immediate vicinity and 

extending around the periphery of the reservoir. Some of these have been dated to the 

Early Mesolithic, while others have been more broadly dated to the Mesolithic and later 

prehistoric period.  

Photograph P14 (Appendix 3)shows findspot 23, with flint washing out of a probable 

in-situ feature – probably that of a pit. The remaining three pieces were found nearby 

at two different locations - findspots 22 and 24.  

Ten of the fourteen flints retain variable amounts of pebble cortex, indicating a coastal 

raw material source. A number of points on the coast (located to the north-west of the 

site) may have been suitable. One of these routes to one of the closest sources might 

have been via the stream which runs between Bossiney and Trethevy before feeding 

into Rocky Valley. This follows a near straight 5km route from the coast towards the 

site, and would have provided both hunting opportunities along its route and a non-cliff 

approach to the coast. During the Mesolithic period in particular rapidly changing sea-

levels will have made access to local flint difficult. By the end of the Neolithic period 

much of the coastline as we see it today would have been established. 

The flints identified here largely belong to the later prehistoric period, and are briefly 

described below by location. 

Findspot 22 produced a single large pale flake-producing opposed platform core. The 

core does not retain any cortex, but there is nothing to suggest that it is not a locally 

attained beach flint. Many of the removals are broad and hinged, reflecting the large 

platforms from which the opposing flakes were struck and the use of a hard hammer 

during reduction. Apparent contemporary crushing around the frilled platforms might 

indicate hand held scraper use, rather than platform preparation. This piece can only be 

broadly dated to the Neolithic / Bronze Age period. 

Findspot 23 produced 11 good quality flints, all but one of which may well come from 

just two well managed, flake-producing cores. All the pieces are very fresh and 

similarly worked.  

Seven come from a mid-brown good quality pebble flint core. Two of the pieces conjoin 

suggesting that there has been very little disturbance since knapping, while four of the 

pieces are primary flake removals with 60% or more cortex. There are in addition two 

pieces of debitage or tool manufacturing waste and a large discoidal piece with cortical 

backing around more than half of its periphery with a more ragged cutting edge. This 

piece appears to be a simple, minimally used discoidal knife. Its production displays 

both deliberate and assured knapping. 

Three paler pieces came from a different core. Pieces included a large primary flake, 

and two tertiary or un-corticated pieces including an angular probable core rejuvenation 

piece and a thinner soft hammered flake from a multiplatform flake core. None of the 

pieces show evidence for modification or use.  

In addition a single platform, flake and blade producing core was found. None of the 

above described pieces can be linked to this core. It is made on a fine quality flint 

pebble of variable pale and dark grey. It is not exhausted, and as with the majority of 

the other flint from this find spot would have been suitable for further use.   

The quality and large flake characteristics of the pieces from this location spot strongly 

suggest a Later Neolithic date. Two or three of the pieces appear to show deliberate 

snapping, and many of the pieces are eminently suitable for modification and tool use.  
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None show any evidence for post-depositional damage. It would seem likely that they 

were intentionally deposited into a cut feature, probably a pit. This would link in with a 

known tradition of pit excavation and the selected deposition of goods during the later 

Neolithic and Earlier Bronze Age period, as for example has recently been excavated at 

the Tregurra Valley, Truro (Taylor in prep). The likelihood is that further disturbance or 

excavation in the immediate area would reveal further flint and probably pottery.  

Findspot 24 produced two non-conjoining pale coloured flints. The larger piece is a 

secondary flake probably removed during pebble testing prior to the more formalised 

working of the core. The flake has not been further modified or used. The smaller piece 

has been burnt and shows two small patches of blistering. It is the result of core 

rejuvenation, possibly from a well-managed flake and blade multiplatform core. Neither 

piece is strongly diagnostic, although both would fit well in to a broadly Neolithic date 

range. 
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Appendix 3: Photographs (see Fig 9) 
 

 

P1: General view facing southeast 

 

 

P2: Site 3, peat cutting 
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P3: Site 6, peat cutting 

 

 

 

P4: Site 7, peat cutting 
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P5: General view facing east

 

P6: General view facing east over dendritic channels 
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P7: Site 10, peat deposit

 

P8: Bubbling spring 
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P9: Site 33, drainage ditch (and bank) 

 

P10: Site 34, road 
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P11: Site 35 airfield building  

 

P13: Site 32, Road 
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P15: Site 24, peat deposit 

 

P16: Site 23, artefact scatter 
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P17: Tree throw in southwestern plantation 
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