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Project background 

Cornwall Archaeological Unit was commissioned by Mr Niall Brucker of Development 

Securities (Launceston) Ltd to carry out a watching brief during the excavation of a trial 

trench in in a field to the south of the Launceston ‘Link Road’ and east of the B3254 

South Petherwin road (Figs 1 and 2). The trench was excavated as a material 

operation, to part implement the planning application (PA12/07683), which is for the 

construction of an access road.  

A Written Scheme of Investigation was produced by Archaeology Planning Solutions in 

2014. This specified the methodology for archaeological recording (Appendix 1).  

CAU undertook the watching brief during the trenching, which was carried out as part 

of the initial ground works. This report details the results of the watching brief. 

Location, setting and site history 
 

The site lies within the Parish of St Mary Magdelene, Launceston. It is located less than 

500m south of Launceston, south of the ‘Link road’ and to the east of the B3254 South 

Petherwin road, and to the west of the Scarre Industrial Estate (SX 32670 83218) (Figs 

1 and 2).  

The underlying geology of the site belongs to the Crackington Formation, mudstone and 

sandstone interbedded, sedimentary bedrock formed approximately 312 to 322 million 

years ago in the Carboniferous Period. The trench was located within an open field 

which is currently down to pasture (Fig 4). 

The land in which the site is set has been characterised as Anciently Enclosed Land, 

that is to say land which has been farmed and enclosed since at least the medieval 

period. 

The surrounding area within 1km of the site contains large numbers of archaeological 

sites, including Early Bronze Age barrows, possibly three Iron Age rounds (settlement 

enclosures) and medieval farms and fields. To the west of the site is Badash farm, a 

settlement of medieval origin, first mentioned in 1418. The surrounding hedged field 

boundaries, according to the Environmental Statement (RPS Planning & Development 

2012), within the immediate landscape could have originated in the medieval period 

and represent the remnants of former strip fields. 

Geophysical survey of the site itself also identified linear and curvilinear ditched 

anomalies which had the potential to be buried archaeological sites (Archaeological 

Surveys Ltd 2012). 

Aims and objectives 

The archaeological monitoring aimed to record the extent, condition, nature, character, 

quality and date of any archaeological remains encountered during the trenching (see 

Appendix 1). 

General aims of the monitoring and/or trial trenching were to: 

 Record the nature of the main stratigraphic units encountered in terms of their 

physical composition (Stone, sand, gravel, organic materials etc.), their 

archaeological formation (primary deposits, secondary deposits, etc.) and their 

overall relationship with each other. 

 Assess the presence and survival of archaeological remains relating to the main 

periods of occupation revealed. 

 Assess the presence and condition of any artefactual evidence (including 

pottery, brick, tile, stone, glass, metal, bone, small finds, industrial residues, 

etc.). 
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 Assess the presence and condition of any ecofactual and environmental evidence 

(including animal bone, human bone, plant remains, pollen, charcoal, molluscs, 

soils, etc.). 

Specific aims of the archaeological monitoring were to: 

 Record any evidence of past settlement/funerary or any other land use. 

 Recover artefactual evidence to date any evidence of past activity that may be 

identified. 

 Sample and analyse environmental remains to create a better understanding of 

past activity. 

 

Working methods 

All recording work was undertaken according to the Chartered Institute for 

Archaeologists Standards and Guidance for Archaeological watching brief (CIfA 2014) 

and the Standard and guidance for Archaeological excavation (CIfA 2014). The 

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists is the professional body for archaeologists 

working in the UK. 

On Tuesday 27th September 2016, a single trench, measuring 10m long by 2m wide 

was excavated by a mechanical excavator fitted with a toothless bucket  

Site drawings (plans, sections) were made by pencil on drafting film; all plans were to 

be linked to the Ordnance Survey Landline electronic map; all drawings were either 

1:10 or 1:20 scale. All contexts were sequentially numbered (Appendix 2). There were 

no small finds.  

Photographs were taken using a Lumix 16Mp digital camera. 

Results (Figs 3, 5, 6 and 7) 

Detailed descriptions of the contexts are given in Appendix 2. The stratigraphical 

sequence in the trench is given from top to bottom.  

A typical section of the trench from the top down was ordered as follows: (101), (102) 

and (103). The topsoil (101) was a dark brown silty loam, very loose, 0.1-0.2m deep 

with sparse stone inclusions, made up of very small pieces of broken mudstone/slate. 

Several sherds of modern glazed pottery were found in this layer. The topsoil overlay 

layer (102), a dark brown silty loam deposit which was 0.15m-0.2m thick, with 

common stone inclusions.  

Layer (103) was a 0.4m thick orangey brown layer of natural silty clay. In some parts 

of the trench (103) was replaced by (106), a pale yellowy brown silty deposit of 

natural clay with shillet inclusions. 

Approximately 3.2m from the south end of the trench, a possible archaeological deposit 

was revealed within the trench. Excavation revealed an amorphous area of very 

compact, pale reddish/yellowish brown silty clay soil (104). Within this layer were 

occasional flecks of charcoal and a poorly defined area which appeared to have been 

subjected to burning. Excavation of this area, however, did not reveal any cut and 

there were no artefacts with which to date the layer. 

Approximately 2.7m from the south end of the trench on the east facing side and 

adjacent to layer (104) was the cut for a possible shallow ditch [107], which may have 

been associated with a removed field boundary (Fig 6). However, the feature did not 

appear in the opposite west face of the trench.  

The cut of the ditch [107] was ill-defined but identifiable as being steep-sided with a U-

shaped base. It measured 0.42m deep by 0.38m wide and was filled with (108). The 

ditch cut through the natural subsoil layers (106) and (105), but there were no 

artefacts with which to date the feature, and it is possible that it was natural.  
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Conclusion 

 

Although no significant archaeological remains were uncovered in the trench, it is likely 

given the historic landscape character of the area and the results from the geophysical 

survey, that the wider site has the potential to contain significant buried archaeological 

features and artefacts. The depth of the topsoil and subsoil layers in the trench also 

indicates that any subsurface remains should have survived modern agricultural 

activity. In light of this it is recommended that an archaeologist be present during later 

phases of the groundworks. 
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Figure 1: Location of site. 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Location of trench.
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Figure 3: Location of features within the trench. 



Archaeological monitoring during trenching at land south of the Link Road, Launceston 

 

 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: View of the site looking south. 

Figure 5: Pre excavation view of trial 
trench looking north. 
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Figure 6: Possible ditch [107], east facing section. 

Figure 7: Post excavation view of 
trial trench looking north (scale 
1m). 
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Appendix 1: Written Scheme of Investigation for 

Archaeological Mitigation 
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Appendix 2: Context List 

 
Context 

Number 
Description 

(101) Topsoil: a dark brown silty loam between 0.1-0.2m thick, loose, sparse 

stone inclusions, mudstone <0.01m in size, irregular shapes, unsorted. 

Two sherds of modern glazed pottery noted within the topsoil. 

(102) Subsoil: a dark brown silty loam, 0.15-0.2m thick, common stone 

inclusions, mudstone/slate fragments, irregular shapes, unsorted, 

loose material 

(103) Orangey brown natural silty clay layer, varied in depth, 0.4m or less. It 

occurred in bands and did not continue along the full length of the trial 

trench. 

(104) An amorphous area of pale reddish, yellowish brown silty clay, 0.1m 

deep, very compact, contained occasional flecks of charcoal and a 

patch of soil which had turned darker red, possibly through burning.  

(105) A light grey natural slate outcrop domed in shape, located in the base 

of the trench at the south end of the trench. It was situated below 

possible [107]. The slate was fractured and fragmented in layers, 

varying angles, very friable. 

(106) A natural pale yellowish silty brown clay with shillet inclusions, 0.15m 

thick but which was thicker in the area around [107], overlies 

layer(105). 

[107] Possible ditch cut or natural feature. Steep-sided with a ‘U’ shaped 

base. The feature measured 0.42m deep by 0.38m wide, and was filled 

with (108). Poor to moderate edge definition. No clear evidence of 

continuation in the opposing face of the trench. 

(108) Fill of [107], a pale reddish, very compact clay soil, common stone 

inclusions, 0.37m thick. 
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