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1 Project background 

In August 2016 a planning application (PA16/06626) was submitted for a proposed 

general purpose agricultural building on land at Clitters, Higher Downgate, Callington, 

Cornwall, NGR SX 23171 72627 (Fig 1). The proposed building is located within the 

area of a medieval deer park (Kerrybullock). There was concern that is close to a field 

boundary which might perpetuate the line of the deer park pale (boundary) and that 

the buried internal ditch of the pale might be damaged during construction. Therefore a 

condition was attached to the planning consent requiring an archaeological watching 

brief during groundworks associated with the development in order to record any 

buried archaeological features that might be associated with the former deer park. 

 

2 Archaeological and historical background 

The place name 'Deer Park Farm' refers to the former 'Carrybullock Deer Park'. The 

park was mentioned as early as 1282 (Henderson 1935, 161) and is likely to be earlier 

(Federation of Old Cornwall Societies 1907); it measured 600 acres. In 1357 the Black 

Prince ordered deer to be sent from it to restock his parks at Launceston and Trematon. 

There was a lodge at the park which in 1677 still bore the name Lodge House 

(Henderson 1935, 161). Research in the 1990s has provided a rough timeline for the 

history of the park: before 1215 the park was part of the Royal Forest; by 1272 it was 

a deer park of the Earl of Cornwall; after 1337 it became a Duchy of Cornwall deer 

park; it was disparked by Henry VIII in 1542 and the farmland was sold by the Duchy 

in 1884. The outline of the park is fossilised in the shape of extant field hedges (Pitman 

1990). 

An application (number 476144, 2012) was made to have the deer park area 

Scheduled: this was turned down by English Heritage. 

 

3 Aims and objectives 

The site specific aims for the watching brief were to: 

 Establish the presence/absence of archaeological remains. 

 Determine the extent, condition, nature, character, date and significance of 

any archaeological remains encountered. 

 To establish the nature of the activity on the site. 

 To identify any artefacts relating to the occupation or use of the site 

 To provide further information on the archaeology of the medieval deer park. 

 

4 Working methods 

Study of the English Heritage Scheduling application report, which had not been 

submitted with the planning application, suggested that the archaeological potential of 

the site might be lower than initially anticipated. It was therefore proposed in the 

Written Scheme of Investigation (Appendix 1) that the Senior Development Officer, 

Historic Environment (SDOHE) would visit the site during groundworks and monitor the 

excavation of the area adjacent to the field boundary. If no archaeological remains 

were uncovered a short report would be uploaded on OASIS illustrated with colour 

digital photographs. If archaeological remains were discovered a new Written Scheme 

of Investigation would need to be prepared and programme of archaeological recording 

undertaken by a competent person or persons/organisation. 
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5 Results 

The site was visited by the SDOHE on 5 October 2016 and the area adjacent to the field 

boundary was mechanically excavated under his supervision (Fig 2). The topsoil was 

dark brown clayey loam approximately 0.3m deep. Below the topsoil, running along the 

inner edge of the field boundary, was a shallow ditch 1-1.5m wide and up to 0.3m deep 

filled with stony brown soil. No finds were recovered. The remainder of the 

development footprint was also inspected. There were no archaeological finds or 

features. 

 

6 Conclusions 

There was no evidence from the watching brief to suggest that that the shallow ditch 

was the internal ditch of the deer park pale. However Kerrybullock Deer Park is an 

undesignated heritage asset and any future developments within the area of the 

medieval deer park should be archaeological monitored. 
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8  Project archive 

The project’s documentary, digital, photographic and drawn archive is maintained by 

Cornwall Archaeological Unit, Cornwall Council, Fal Building, County Hall, Treyew Road, 
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Electronic data is stored in the following locations: 

Project admin: \\Sites\Sites K\Kerrybullock Deer Park 

Digital photographs: \\Historic Environment (Images)\Sites K\Kerrybullock Deer Park 

 

Historic England/ADS OASIS online reference: cornwall2-266744 
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Fig 1 Location map, the watching brief area is shaded red. 

 

Fig 2 The shallow ditch along the inner edge of the field boundary, looking south. 
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Appendix 1 Written Scheme of Investigation 
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