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Summary 
The building known as Little Brook, in Shutta Road, East Looe (located at NGR SX 25476 
53980) was first recorded on the OS 25 inch scale map of c1907 and post-dates a group 
of smaller buildings shown along the road frontage on the OS 25 inch scale map of 
c1880. It appears to have been originally constructed to accommodate an industrial or 
commercial unit on the ground floor with a dwelling on the first floor. 

 

Project background 
Planning consent was granted for demolition of the present building (ref 
E2/08/02132/CON) and redevelopment of the site for residential use (ref 
E2/08/02131/FUL) in 2008. This consent was subject to various conditions, of which 
Condition 11 says: 
 

 
 

A brief outlining the required recording works was prepared by Phil Copleston, Historic 
Environment Planning Advice Officer (HEPAO), on behalf of the County Archaeologist. 
This brief stated: 

Industrial and vernacular remains are becoming increasingly rare and are worthy of 
recording prior to development. … 

The present proposals will culminate in the potential destruction of material 
remains of Little Brook. It is therefore important that this building is recorded to an 
appropriate level and that the results are made available to interested parties. In 
this particular instance an archive standard photographic record will be made 
together with a brief report. This recording needs to be conducted by a building 
archaeologist or architectural historian that will be able to ‘read’ the structure and 
record the important details.  

Historic Environment Projects was subsequently contacted by the owner’s and an 
estimate of costs was prepared and agreed. A Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) 
produced by Nigel Thomas of HE Projects which was subsequently agreed and the 
historic building record was then undertaken. This report sets out the results. 
 

Aims and objectives 
The principal aim of the study was to gain a better understanding of the building. The 
objectives were to obtain an archaeological record of the site prior to alterations. 
 

Working methods 
Fieldwork was undertaken to be equivalent to a English Heritage Level 2 survey (see 
English Heritage 2006). It comprised a walk-over, photographic survey and the 
production of a brief building description through annotations to existing plans and 
elevations. 

A brief review of historic maps and other source material was carried out before the site 
visit. 
 

Building description 
Little Brook is a two-storey building with a hipped roof. It is rectangular in plan 
measuring approximately 14m long by 6m wide and is aligned NNW-SSE (for the 
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purpose of this report the alignment has been simplified to N-S). The north and south 
end walls are constructed from slate rubble bonded with lime mortar as are the east and 
west side walls on the ground floor only. The first floor east and west walls are both built 
of timber studwork; the east retains its original exterior finish (laths rendered with lime 
mortar and painted white) whilst the west wall now has a modern covering of asbestos 
tiles. The roof structure is original and it has a slate covering (original but re-laid). 

The building was constructed sometime between 1880 and 1907 (see Figs 4 and 5). It 
entirely replaced the structures shown here on the c1880 OS map. It was designed 
originally for industrial/commercial use on the ground floor, accessed via a large double 
door fronting the road, and for domestic use on the first floor accessed via a single door 
fronting the road leading directly to a staircase separated from the rest of the ground 
floor by a partition wall. In recent years the ground floor of the building has been used 
as a sale room. 

 
North wall (fronting Shutta Road, Figs 6, 11, 18) 
This wall is constructed from slate rubble bonded with lime mortar and has brick jambs 
either side of the wide centrally set ground floor door opening. The exterior face is 
rendered and painted white. All the openings are original. The timber doors and 12-pane 
sash window are also original. The window to the west is a modern replacement. On the 
first floor there is a chimney breast with a blocked fireplace. A chimney stack from a first 
floor fireplace has been removed and slated over. 

 
East wall (Figs 7, 8, 12, 15) 
The east wall is constructed from slate rubble bonded with lime mortar on the ground 
floor, with rendered and painted laths attached studwork on the first floor. The internal 
face of laths and plaster had been removed by the time of the site visit. This wall is 
terraced into the slope from the level of the ground floor window sills. All the window 
openings appear to be original. The windows on the first floor are also original and 
include two 12-pane sash windows, a 24-pane sash window with stained glass at the top 
of the stairs, and three smaller original windows. The two windows on the ground floor 
are modern replacements. 

 
South wall (Figs 13, 16) 
As the ground rises steeply to the south, the south wall of the building is a retaining wall 
on the ground floor up to first floor level. This part of the wall is an earlier boundary wall 
which has been built up at first floor level. The external first floor elevation was not 
accessible at the time of the survey. The whole wall is constructed from slate rubble 
bonded with lime mortar. Viewed from the interior, on the ground floor a flue pipe has 
been inserted and on the first floor there is a chimney breast and two fireplaces (one 
blocked). The former brick chimney stack above has been removed and slated over. 

 
West wall (Figs 9, 14, 17) 
The west wall is constructed from slate rubble bonded with lime mortar on the ground 
floor with brick pillars between the wide window openings. The first floor wall is timber 
studwork whose original external rendered laths have been removed and replaced with 
asbestos tiles. The internal face of laths and plaster had been removed by the time of 
the site visit. All the openings are original and the first floor has four 4-pane sash 
windows. The ground floor windows are all modern replacements although the slate sills 
are original. On the first floor at the centre of the elevation two later inserted fireplaces 
have been removed. 
 
Interior Ground floor (Figs 11, 12, 13, 14) 
The floor itself is modern concrete and the ceiling is modern timber boarding. In the 
north-east corner there is a stone-built plinth supporting the base of the original 
staircase. The stairs were originally separated from the rest of the ground floor by a 
timber planked partition wall (now removed). There is evidence for another removed 
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partition wall aligned east-west which formerly divided the ground floor into two rooms 
of similar proportions. This was constructed from timber tongue and groove boarding. 
The original use of the ground floor is unclear although its function was clearly either 
commercial or industrial.  

 
Interior First floor (Figs 15, 16, 17, 18, 21) 
At the time of the survey all partition walls and the ceiling on the first floor had been 
removed along with many of the original floorboards. It seems likely that many of 
partition walls and the ceiling were an original part of the domestic accommodation on 
this floor. The two former fireplaces in the southern wall indicate that there were two 
separate rooms at this end of the building. Fig 21 shows the layout of the first floor prior 
to demolition. 

 
Roof (Figs 8, 19) 
The roof structure comprises bolted timber king post trusses and has an original (but re-
laid) nailed slate covering. The ridge tiles are original crested tiles. 

 
Exterior yard (Fig 10) 
The yard is located on the western side of the building. At the time of the survey all the 
former small buildings here (shown on modern OS mapping) had been demolished. The 
rear boundary retaining wall comprised slate rubble bonded with lime mortar with 
vertically set coping stones. In the north-west corner of the yard are the remains of 
retaining walls associated with a small building constructed from slate rubble bonded 
with lime mortar. 

 

References 
Ordnance Survey, c1880. 25 Inch Map First Edition (licensed digital copy at HE) 
Ordnance Survey, c1907. 25 Inch Map Second Edition (licensed digital copy at HE) 
Ordnance Survey, 2007. Mastermap Digital Mapping 
Tithe Map and Apportionment, c1840. Parish of Illogan (microfiche copy at HE) 
 

Project archive 
The HE project number is 2010118 

The project’s documentary, photographic and drawn archive will initially be held at 
Pound and Company, Penryn and in due course (when space permits) at Cornwall Record 
Office. The contents of this archive are as listed below: 
1. A project file containing site records and notes, project correspondence and 

administration. 

2. Black and white photographs archived under the following index numbers:  GBP 
2167 

3. Digital photographs stored in the directory ..\Images\Sites E-H\East Looe, Little Brook, 
Shutta Road 2010118 

4. English Heritage/ADS OASIS online reference: cornwall2-89520 

This report text is held in digital form as: …\HE Projects\Sites E\East Looe, Little Brook, Shutta 
Road 2010118\Little Brook, Shutta Road, East Looe report 2010118 
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Fig 1: Site location 

 
 
Fig 2: Modern OS landline map 
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Fig 3: Tithe map of c1840 

 
Fig 4: First Edition OS map of c1880 
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Fig 5: Second Edition OS map of c1907 

 
Fig 6: Exterior north elevation 
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Fig 7: Exterior east elevation 

 

 
Fig 8: Exterior east elevation (first floor level) 
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Fig 9: Exterior west elevation 

 
Fig 10: Rear boundary elevation 
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Fig 11: Ground floor interior of north wall 

 
Fig 12: Ground floor interior of east wall 
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Fig 13: Ground floor interior of south wall 

 
Fig 14: Ground floor interior of west wall 
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Fig 15: First floor interior of east wall 

 

 
Fig 16: First floor interior of south wall 
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Fig 17: First floor interior of west wall 

 

 
Fig 18: First floor interior of north wall 
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Fig 19: Roof structure looking south 
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Fig 20: Existing ground floor plan (not to scale) 
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Fig 21: First floor plan prior to demolition (not to scale) 
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Fig 22: Existing elevations (not to scale) 
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Appendix 1: Brief 
Cornwall Council – Historic Environment Service 

 
BRIEF FOR HISTORIC BUILDING PHOTOGRAPHIC RECORDING 
 
Date: 23 November 2010 
Address:  Little Brook, Shutta Road, East Looe, Cornwall, PL13 1LT 
Applicant: Mr, Mrs & Miss M Hicks, Carlean Farm, Widegates, Looe, Cornwall, PL13 1QB 
Agent: P C Bartram, Bartram Deakin Associates, Chartered Architects, Lisandra 

House, Fore Street, East Looe, Cornwall, PL13 1AD Tel. 01503 262571 
Email: bdarch@btconnect.com  

 
Historic Environment Planning Advice Officer:  Phil Copleston, Historic Environment 
Service, Cornwall Council, Room 82, Luxstowe House, Liskeard, Cornwall, PL14 3DZ Tel. 
01579 341406, Email: pcopleston@cornwall.gov.uk 
 
Local Planning Authority Officer:  Lyndon Westlake, Planning & Regeneration, 
Cornwall Council, Luxstowe House, Liskeard, Cornwall, PL14 3DZ 
 
This brief is only valid for six months. After this period the Historic Environment Planning 
Advice Officer (HEPAO) should be contacted. Any written scheme of investigation (WSI) 
resulting from this brief shall only be considered for the same period. The contractor is 
strongly advised to visit the site before completing their WSI as there may be 
implications for accurately costing the project. 

 
Contractors Written Scheme of Investigation (WSI) 
 
No ground works are to be undertaken until the HEPAO and the Local Planning Authority 
(LPA) have approved the archaeological contractor’s WSI. 

 
1 Introduction 
 

This brief has been written by the HEPAO and sets out the minimum requirements 
for archaeological recording at Little Brook, Shutta Road, East Looe to discharge 
condition 11 of planning application E2/08/02131/FUL. The structures are 
recorded on the Ordnance Survey Map of 1907. Industrial and vernacular remains 
are becoming increasingly rare and are worthy of recording prior to development.  

 
2 Site Location and Description 
 

The building is located on the south side of Shutta Road, East Looe at Ordnance 
Survey grid reference SX 25476 53980. 

 
3 Planning Background 
 

Planning application E2/08/02131/FUL was submitted on 28 Nov 2008 and was 
for the construction of semi-detached dwellings and associated parking area and 
utility outbuildings, and alterations of existing vehicular/pedestrian access to the 
highway. This application has been approved subject to eleven conditions. 
Condition 11 states: 

 

mailto:bdarch@btconnect.com�
mailto:pcopleston@cornwall.gov.uk�
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4 Requirement for Work 
 

The present proposals will culminate in the potential destruction of material 
remains of Little Brook. It is therefore important that this building is recorded to 
an appropriate level and that the results are made available to interested parties. 
In this particular instance an archive standard photographic record will be made 
together with a brief report. This recording needs to be conducted by a building 
archaeologist or architectural historian that will be able to ‘read’ the structure and 
record the important details. The recorder needs to consider: 

 
• Site layout and organisation 
• Function 
• Materials, method of construction 
• Fenestration 
• Internal arrangements 
• Original fixtures and fittings 
• Subsequent fixtures and fittings 
• Evidence of use and status 
• Date/period of initial build and subsequent alterations 

  
5 General Methodology 
 
5.1 All stages of the investigation shall be supported by a written scheme of 

investigation (WSI). 

 
5.2 The archaeological contractor is expected to follow the code of the Institute for 

Archaeologists (IfA). 

 
5.3 Details including the name, qualifications and experience of the site director and 

all other personnel (including specialist staff) shall be included within the WSI. 

 
5.4 All of the latest Health and Safety guidelines shall be followed on site. 
 
5.5 The IfA’s Standards and Guidance should be used for additional guidance in the 

production of the WSI, the content of the report and the general execution of the 
project. 

 
5.6 Terminology will be consistent with the English Heritage Thesaurus. 
 
6 Site Recording Methodology 
 
6.1 Prior to the commencement of on site works the Historic building contractor 

should familiarise themselves with the site by examining the information held by 
the Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment record (HER), the Cornwall Records 
Office at Truro and the Cornwall Centre at Redruth, where appropriate. 
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6.2 Details of how all buildings and structures are surveyed and recorded shall be 

provided. The site plan will be tied to the national grid. 

 
6.3 The photographic record shall be a comprehensive record to archive standard of 

the existing buildings and structures, both externally and internally. The 
photographs will be taken with black and white 35mm or medium format film 
producing archive quality prints and negatives. Colour photography may be 
utilised for general shots and where it is appropriate for detail shots (negatives 
and where appropriate CD shall be included in the archive). For both general and 
specific photographs, a photographic scale shall be included. The photographic 
record shall be accompanied by a photographic register detailing as a minimum, 
feature number, location and direction of shot. 

 
7 Results 
 
7.1 The full report shall be submitted within a length of time (but not exceeding six 

months) to be agreed between the applicant and the historic building contractor, 
Cornwall Council Historic Environment Service and the Cornwall Records Office. A 
further digital copy shall be supplied on CD-ROM preferably in ‘Adobe Acrobat’ 
PDF format. 

 
7.2 The archaeological contractor will undertake the English Heritage/ads online 

access to the index of archaeological investigations (OASIS). 

 
7.3 This report will be held by the Cornwall and Scilly Historic Environment Record 

(HER) and made available for public consultation. 

 
7.4 The report must contain: 
 

• A brief history of the site. 
• A concise non-technical summary of the project results. 
• The aims and methods adopted in the course of the investigation. 
• A location map, copies of any plans/drawings and photographs with 

appropriate annotation. 
• A copy of the brief and approved written scheme of investigation (WSI) will be 

included as an appendix.  

 
8 Archive Deposition 
 
8.1 An ordered and integrated site archive will be prepared in accordance with: 

Management of Research Projects in the Historic Environment (MoRPHE) English 
Heritage 2006 upon completion of the project. The requirements for archive 
storage shall be agreed with the appropriate organisation. 

 
8.2 The archive including a copy of the written report shall be deposited with the 

appropriate organisation within two months of the completion of the full report 
and confirmed in writing with the HEPAO. 

 
8.3 Where there is only a documentary archive this will be deposited with the 

Cornwall Record Office as well as the Courtney Library of the Royal Institution of 
Cornwall. 
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8.4 A copy of the report will be supplied to the National Monuments Record (NMR) in 
Swindon. 

 

8.5 A summary of the contents of the archive shall be supplied to the HEPAO. 
 
8.6 Only on completion of 8.1 to 8.4 (inclusive) will there be a recommendation for 

the discharge of any archaeological recording condition. 

 
9 Monitoring 
 
9.1 The HEPAO will monitor the work and should be kept regularly informed of 

progress. 

 
9.2 Notification of the start of work shall be given preferably in writing to the HEPAO 

at least one week in advance of its commencement. 

 
9.3 Any variations to the WSI shall be agreed with the HEPAO, preferably in writing, 

prior to them being carried out. 

 
9.4 If significant detail is discovered, all works must cease and a meeting convened 

with the client and the HEPAO to discuss the most appropriate way forward. 
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