
Archaeology in Contemporary Europe - ACE 2011

The very beginning of Europe?
Cultural and Social Dimensions of Early-Medieval Migration and 
Colonisation (5th-8th century)

Brussels - May 17-19 2011

Conference Book





Archaeology in Contemporary Europe - ACE 2011

The very beginning of Europe?
Cultural and Social Dimensions of Early-Medieval Migration and 
Colonisation (5th-8th century)

Brussels - May 17-19 2011

Conference Book



COLOPHON
ACE – Archaeology in Contemporary Europe 2011

Period: 17th-19th of May 2011

Location: Brussels 

Organisation: Flemish Heritage Institute (VIOE, Brussels) 

Cooperator: Directorate-General for Education and Culture (European Commission) and 
International Sachsensymposion - Working Group for the Archaeology of the Saxons and 
their Neighbours in northwestern Europe (ISS, Germany)

Scientific coordination: Prof. Dr. Frans Theuws (University of Amsterdam), Prof. Dr. 
Laurent Verslype (Université catholique de Louvain), Prof. Dr. Dries Tys (Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel), Dr. Koen De Groote (VIOE), Yann Hollevoet (Hollevoet Archaeological 
Consultancy) and Rica Annaert (VIOE)

Cover design: Little horse brooch (second half of the 5th century - scale: 4:1) from Broechem cemetery, Belgium.
(Illustration by Marc Van Meenen, © VIOE) 



introduCtion

The ACE network - Archaeology in Contemporary Europe, Professional Prac-
tices and Public Outreach - has been established with the support of the Culture 
Programme of the Directorate General for Education and Culture of the Euro-
pean Commission for the period 2007-2012. 

The project leader, main contractor and coordinator of the ACE network is the 
National Institute for Preventive Archaeological Research (INRAP, France). 
Within INRAP, a dedicated coordination team oversees relevant logistical and 
administrative aspects, provides the network with guidance and assistance in the 
accomplishment of projects, and facilitates relations with the EC and other bod-
ies. The coordination team also oversees the implementation of the network’s 
programme of activities: scientific assessments, research actions, publications 
and communications. Originally composed of Nathan Schlanger, Sonia Lévin 
and Kai Salas Rossenbach, and now of Kai Salas Rossenbach and Amala Marx, 
the team is assisted by Gian-Giuseppe Simeone and Alexis Castro from the cul-
tural cooperation consultancy Culture Lab (Belgium). 

The ACE network aims to promote contemporary archaeology at a European 
level, by emphasising its cultural, scientific, and economic dimensions, including 
its manifold significance for the wider public. With the increase of infrastruc-
ture and development works throughout the continent in the past decades, con-
temporary archaeology has become particularly important and challenging. The 
process of development poses severe threats to archaeological remains, which 
are by nature fragile and non-renewable, but it can also provide new opportu-
nities for increasing our knowledge of the past and for enhancing sustainable 
archaeological heritage management for the benefit of all European citizens.



The network is composed of 13 partner institutions from all over Europe,  
including archaeological services, university departments, research institutes 
and cultural operators from France, Germany, the United Kingdom, Italy, Spain, 
Poland, Belgium, Greece, the Netherlands and Hungary. All these partners un-
dertake research, data collection and related activities along four major thematic 
axes, each with its various stands and developments: 

I - Researching the significance of the past
The relevance of the past needs to be highlighted on both scientific and cultural 
grounds. European archaeology collects and broadens our knowledge of over 
more than a million years of human history on the European continent. How is 
this broadening perceived, recognized and evaluated by the different European 
target groups (amateur archaeologists, museum visitors, school pupils, TV and 
other media audiences, local authorities, etc)? 
Several ACE partners are engaged in specific activities around this theme. To-
gether with a range of publications (including Archaeological Europe, 2009), the 
final ACE conference in Frankfurt will be dedicated to this topic.

II - Comparative practices in archaeology
Archaeologists use a range of methods and procedures to better identify and 
study the past - from the initial detection of archaeological remains to their ex-
cavation and laboratory analyses, and from initial documentation to final report 
and publication. By sharing and comparing these skills and expertise, guidance 
and recommendations can be provided and methods can be improved.

III - The archaeological profession
The rapid expansion of archaeological activities across Europe has changed the 
status and responsibilities of professionals within the archaeological community,  



having important implications in social, economic, educational and scientific 
terms. Three areas are relevant: 
•	 Quantitative aspects. Comparable data are sought across Europe on the  

archaeologists in each country (diplomas, specialisations and employments, 
number of archaeologists per surface area, etc). 

•	 Qualitative aspects. The scientific, socio-economic and professional status of 
archaeologists in Europe is studied (professional and ethical codes, defini-
tions of good practice, etc). 

•	 Professional training. The relevance of university education to the current 
condition and needs of contemporary archaeology is assessed. The ‘profes-
sional’ teaching proposed in Europe is appraised, strengths and experiences 
are shared, and the e-learning teaching module is elaborated.

IV - Public outreach: invitations to archaeology
Collecting and spreading research results in modern society are of crucial im-
portance. Based on experiences of several partners, the ACE network assesses 
the different forms and channels of communication. Furthermore, ACE aims to 
create a better awareness of archaeology among the general public, real estate 
developers and spatial planners by means of publications, a children’s book, an 
exhibition, a conference, etc. 

More information can be found on:
•	 the ACE website: http://www.ace-archaeology.eu/ 
•	 the VIOE website: http://www.vioe.be/projecten/ace-archaeology-in-con-

temperary-europe/ 



As an official ACE partner, the Flemish Heritage Institute (VIOE, Belgium) or-
ganizes within the framework of theme I - Significance of the past, an interna-
tional scientific colloquium: ‘The very beginning of Europe? Cultural and Social 
Dimensions of Early-Medieval Migration and Colonisation (5th-8th century)’. 
The focus will be on issues of social structure and identity construction and 
phenomena such as migration, settlement, ethnicity, acculturation, land use and 
landscape, as well as the formation of cultural and political identities in the past.

In this Conference Book, we offer the abstracts of all lectures and posters that 
are presented during the ACE Colloquium, from the 17th to the 19th of May. In 
addition, we intend to publish the proceedings of the colloquium as a mono-
graph in the VIOE-series ‘Relicta’ as soon as possible.

For more information about the colloquium or the proceedings, please contact:
Rica Annaert | henrica.annaert@rwo.vlaanderen.be | +32 2 481 80 43
Tinne Jacobs | tinne.jacobs@rwo.vlaanderen.be | +32 2 553 64 85
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May, 17 2011
Location: Vrije Universiteit Brussel, auditorium D.02 (entrance via 
building D), Pleinlaan 2, 1050 Brussels
http://www.vub.ac.be/english/infoabout/campuses/index.html

19:00h: Evening lecture. G. Halsall (University of York, UK) with 
key-note lecture Archaeology and Migration: Rethinking the debate

Reception with drinks

May, 18 2011
Location: Hadewych Auditorium in the Conscience building (Flem-
ish Government), Koning Albert II-laan 15, 1210 Brussels
http://www.mobielvlaanderen.be/bereikbaarheidsgids/bestem_bru-
no.php?a=13&nav=4

8:45h-9:15h: registration
9:15h-9:30h: introduction by ACE-coordination (P. Depaepe, Inrap, F)
9:30h-9:45h: introduction by EC representative
9:45h-10:00h: opening speech by G. Bourgeois, Vice-Minister-
President of the Flemish Government, Flemish Minister for Admin-
istrative Affairs, Local and Provincial Government, Civic Integration, 
Tourism and the Vlaamse Rand



SESSION IA: Elite
10:00h-10:25h: I. Bede (Université Paris 1 Panthéon-Sorbonne, F), 
The status of horses in the society of the late Avars in the Carpathian 
Basin
10:25h-10:50h: M.C. Truc (Inrap/CRAHAM UMR6273/Université 
de Caen, F), Un groupe de chefs francs à Saint-Dizier (Haute Marne, 
Champagne-Ardenne, France)?

10:50h-11:20h: coffee

SESSION IB: Natural Sciences
11:20h-11:45h: D. Peters (Frankfurt, D), C. Knipper (Mainz, D) 
& A.-F. Maurer (Mainz, D), The Lombards’ migration – an isotope 
case study from early medieval central Europe
11:45h-12:10h: R. Panhuysen, L. Smits, M. Kars & F. Theuws 
(Amsterdam Archaeological Centre - University of Amsterdam, NL), 
Bioarchaeological indicators of human mobility in early medieval Maas-
tricht
12:10h-12:30h: discussion session I

12:30h-13:30h: lunch

SESSION II: Identity and landscape
13:30h-13:55h: S. Brookes (UCL-Institute of Archaeology, London, 
UK), The view from the sea: maritime migration and the colonised land-
scapes of Early Anglo-Saxon Kent
13:55h-14:20h: P.-J. Deckers & D. Tys (VUB, Brussels, B), The 
Flemish coastal plain within a North Sea context: economy, power and 
identity
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14:20h-14:45h: S. Messal (Römisch-Germanische Kommission, 
Frankfurt/Main, D), The Slavonisation of the south-western Baltic region

14:45h-15:15h: coffee

15:15h-15:40h: A. De Man (Universidade Nova de Lisboa, P), Forms 
of Late Antique settlement in Lusitania
15:40h-16:05h: J. Hendriks (Amsterdam Archaeological Centre 
– University of Amsterdam, NL), Transforming villa landscapes in 
Germania secunda. A case of appropriation or alienation?
16:05h-16:30h: P. Walton Rogers (Anglo-Saxon Laboratory, 
York, UK), In the borderlands: two sites on the edge of the former Iceni 
territory in East Anglia
16:30h-16:55h: discussion session II

20:00h: Evening lecture on the history and issues of modern migra-
tions by L. Lucassen (University of Leiden, NL), Cross cultural 
migration as the engine of social change: a global historical perspective 
(freely open to the general public)
Location: Centre for Fine Arts (BOZAR) – Room Studio, Raven-
steinstraat 32, 1000 Brussels
http://www.bozar.be/webpage.php?pageid=127&

May, 19 2011
Location: Hadewych Auditorium in the Conscience building (Fle-
mish Government), Koning Albert II-laan 15, 1210 Brussels
http://www.mobielvlaanderen.be/bereikbaarheidsgids/bestem_bru-
no.php?a=13&nav=4
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SESSION III: Identity and urban centres
9:30h-9:55h: L. Verslype (UCL, B), Continuity, transformation and 
emergence of the urbanized settlements through the Merovingian period 
along the northern edge of Neustria and Austrasia
9:55h-10:20h: R. Brulet (Directeur du CRAN et pdt. de l’Institut 
INCAL, B), Tournai, capitale du Bas-Empire et évolution au Haut 
Moyen-Âge

10:20h-10:50h: coffee

10:50h-11:15h: A. Vanderhoeven (VIOE, Brussels, B), The late 
Roman and early medieval urban topography of Tongeren
11:15h-11:40h: L. Blackmore (Museum of London, UK), The ori-
gins, development and decline of Lundenwic (London), from the 5th to 
9th centuries
11:40h-12:00h: discussion session III

12:00h-13:00h: lunch

SESSION IVA: Cemeteries
13:00h-13:25h: S. HAKENBECK (University of Southampton, UK), 
Exogamy and gender-specific mobility in the early medieval period
13:25h-13:50h: C. Hills (University of Cambridge, UK), Spong Hill
13:50h-14:15h: D. Jouneau, M. Guillon, et al. (Inrap, F), Migra-
tion or acculturation? The Saint- Crespin cemetery case (Romilly-sur-
Andelle, Eure, France): confrontation between biological anthropological 
facts and burial artefacts
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16:00h-16:25h: J. Soulat (Paris, F), Les céramiques de type anglo-
saxon le long des côtes de la Manche et leur parallèle avec le bassin de 
l’Escaut
16:25h-16:50h: Y. Hollevoet (Hollevoet Archaeological Con-
sultancy, B), Material culture and ethnicity: the evidence of coastal 
Flanders
16:50h-17:10h: discussion session IV
17:10h–17:30h: conclusion by F. Theuws (University of Amster-
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13
Evening lecture

ArChAEology And MigrAtion:  
rEthinking thE dEBAtE

Guy Halsall (University of York, United Kingdom)

The archaeology of the so-called ‘barbarian migrations’ continues to be a lively 
topic of research and debate across Europe. Much new excavations, of course, 
have taken place, and new forms of data are being examined, some of which will 
be discussed at this conference. Yet it is timely to reassess the frameworks within 
which the debate takes place; the questions that are being asked.  
In my lecture I will argue that the biggest problem with the debate on late antique 
migration is that new data are being interpreted and shaped to fit old questions, 
which are fundamentally misguided. There are several lines of approach. One is 
whether the historical framework, within which archaeological evidence is inter-
preted, is one which is still relevant. Historians no longer see the issues involved in 
the phenomena of the migrations in the ways they did a hundred years ago or more, 
and yet those old ways of seeing continue to colour archaeological readings of the 
evidence. Another line of approach concerns theory and whether the archaeologi-
cal data are even capable of answering those old historical questions. If not, isn’t it 
time to think about questions which the archaeological data can answer, and about 
agendas which they can set? Finally I will consider the role of migration in expla-
nation. We might be able to detect migrations archaeologically but to what extent 
do migrations explain change in the archaeological record, and to what extent are 
they symptoms of change which themselves require explanation? In considering 
this further, and following up the issue of creating agendas which are not driven 
by old-fashioned historical questions and frameworks I will suggest some ways in 
which we can open up new archaeological avenues of investigation. These, I will 
suggest, will (perhaps paradoxically) be more in line with modern historical thin-
king but simultaneously independent of document-based preconceptions.
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thE stAtus of horsEs in thE soCiEty of thE 
lAtE AvArs in thE CArpAthiAn BAsin

Ilona Bede (University of Paris I Panthéon-Sorbonne, France)

The Avars, a nomadic population from Asiatic steppes, entered the Carpathian 
Basin at the end of the 6th century. The domination of the Avar Khaganat 
lasted in Central Europe until the beginning of the 9th century. This research 
proposes a reflexion on the late Avar society (8th-9th c.) through the horse 
graves in human cemeteries. After more than a century of sedentary lifestyle 
and relationships with the neighbouring empires, the horse, ‘the most precious 
good of nomadic people’, is still the object of funerary gestures, reserved to a 
specific population.

A means of transport and communication, a ‘tool’ for the pastoralists, a weapon 
for archer-warriors, the horse – for nomadic people as well as for settled civili-
zations – is also a sign of wealth, social status, military rank or various beliefs. 
Is the persistence or even the fresh upsurge of this funerary practice in the Eu-
ropean Early Middle Ages a sign of ethnic distinction between nomadic Avars 
and the rest of Europe? Or is it the expression of a new identity construction 
bringing together nomadic practices and beliefs with those of the other Euro-
pean populations?

The presentation will be the occasion to present the different forms of practices 
related to this animal in the avar period cemeteries: How does it appear in the 
graves? Is the whole animal buried or only some part of it? What kind of rela-
tionship is established with human burials? What kinds of grave-goods are as-
sociated with the horse or the horseman? What is the specificity of the horse 
compared with the other fauna of the avar cemeteries? The funerary gestures 
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and the choices of burying people tell us about the symbols and conceptions that 
lie behind them. They also provide precious insight into the society they emerge 
from, its organisation and its beliefs. The evolution of the rites after more than 
two hundred years of settlement mirrors the fine balance between ancient herit-
age and assimilation of other cultures.

Illustration 1: The triumphant prince, Treasure of Nagyszentmiklós - Pot nr. 2 
(detail) - End of 8th century. (After Az avarok aranya. A nagyszentmiklósi kincs. Magyar 
Nemzeti Múzeum, Budapest 2002. március 24.-június 30. Garam Éva (Ed.), Helikon 
Kiadó, Budapest, 2002)
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A group of frAnkish ChiEfs At sAint-diziEr 
(hAutE-MArnE, ChAMpAgnE-ArdEnnE, frAnCE)?

Marie-Cécile Truc (Inrap / CRAHAM UMR6273 & University of Caen, France)
English translation by Millena Frouin (Inrap)

In 2002, excavations carried out by the INRAP at Saint-Dizier (France) allowed 
us to discover three tombs with exceptional treasures, dated from around 525-
550 AD.

A young female (grave 12) was lying in a coffin; she was adorned with a lot of 
jewellery such as silver and garnet brooches, a silver bracelet, a golden ring and 
a string of amber, crystal rock and glass beads. In addition, there were two glass 
wares, a bronze bowl and a ceramic, all placed in the coffin.

Each male (grave 11 and 13) had been buried in an excavated funerary chamber, 
encased in an oak framework. They were lying in their coffins along with their 
personal belongings (belt buckle made out of crystal rock and silver, silver and 
garnet purse clasp, comb...), their scramasax and ceremonial sword. Other weap-
ons (axe, shield, spear and ango) as well as utensils (bowls, bronze bucket and 
cauldron, glassware) were placed both on the coffins and in the other part of the 
funerary chamber.

Finally, few meters away from this group of human bodies, a horse was care-
fully buried in a pit. No objects were left with the buried horse. However, some 
pieces of harnessing equipment were found in grave 11, suggesting that the horse 
belonged to the deceased.
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Those graves show some Germanic attributes, which are significantly different 
from the funeral rites generally carried out in the area. Indeed, the presence of 
funerary chambers, a buried horse and the complete arrays of weapons, jewellery 
and objects seem to belong to the Franc era, at least most of them. All those ob-
jects indicate that the graves at Saint-Dizier can be linked to the archaeological 
facies of the so-called ‘Chiefs’ graves at the beginning of 6th century. This facies 
is characterised by about fifty wealthy male graves spread over the centre and 
border of the Franc’s Kingdom. These graves present amongst them similarities, 
such as in the funeral rites and the layout of the deposits, in order to highlight 
that the deceased was from a particular social elite.

A great number of these graves conceal swords with pommels extended by two 
imbricated rings (as in the case of the grave 11 at Saint -Dizier) symbolizing a link 
from one man to another. There are no imbricated rings in the wealthiest graves 
especially those of aristocrats, which show that the rings were indeed for elites 
but depend on a higher authority. Some of those rings were attached to pommels 
that were not originally made for that purpose. On the contrary, some pommels 
show the trace of a disappeared ring: the latter was either lost or returned at the 
end of the contract or at the death of its owner, which may be the case for the 
man in grave 13 at Saint-Dizier.

The geographical distribution of those graves shows the Frankish conquest’s ad-
vance; therefore archaeologists have agreed on the fact that those chiefs must 
have controlled the newly conquered territories. The presence of chiefs in Saint-
Dizier is certainly due to the proximity of Burgundy boundary, subjected in 534 
by the Franks.

Were the buried people in Saint-Dizier migrated Franks or did they have Gallo-
Roman origins and were they bred in warriors’ hierarchy using Frankish cus-
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toms? Everything depends on the given meaning to the following word Franc: 
ethnical, political or social. No matter what, they had all the conspicuous fea-
tures of Frankish allegiance elite that came to settle in Gaul.

Illustration 2: Pommels extended by two rings of the sword of 
Saint-Dizier/Pommeau à double anneau de l’épée de Saint-Dizier.
(Photo by L. de Cargouët, © Inrap)
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un groupE dE ChEfs frAnCs à sAint-diziEr 
(hAutE-MArnE, ChAMpAgnE-ArdEnnE, frAnCE)? 

Marie-Cécile Truc (Inrap/ CRAHAM UMR6273 & Université de Caen, France)

En 2002, des fouilles menées par l’Inrap à Saint-Dizier (France) ont permis la décou-
verte de trois tombes d’une richesse exceptionnelle, datées des environs de 525-550.

La jeune femme (sép. 12) reposait à l’intérieur d’un cercueil, parée de nombreux 
bijoux: fibules en argent et grenat, bracelet en argent, bague en or et collier de 
perles d’ambre, cristal de roche et verre. Deux verreries, un bassin en bronze et 
une céramique déposés sur le cercueil, complétaient ces dépôts.

Chaque homme (sép. 11 et 13) était inhumé dans une chambre excavée coffrée 
de chêne. Ils reposaient dans leur cercueil avec leurs accessoires vestimentaires 
(boucles en cristal de roche et argent, fermoir d’aumônière en argent et grenat, 
peigne...) leur scramasaxe et leur épée d’apparat. Les autres armes (hache, bou-
clier, lance et angon) ainsi les objets de vaisselle avaient été placés sur le cercueil 
et dans le reste de la chambre funéraire.

Enfin, à quelques mètres du groupe humain, un cheval avait soigneusement été 
inhumé dans une fosse. Il n’était accompagné d’aucun mobilier, mais des élé-
ments de harnachement retrouvés dans la sépulture 11, laissent suggérer que le 
cheval appartenait au défunt.

Ces tombes affichent des attributs germaniques qui tranchent sur les rites funé-
raires habituellement observé de la région. En effet, la présence de chambres, 
d’une inhumation de cheval, de panoplies d’armes complètes et enfin de bijoux 
et objets qui semblent d’origine franque pour la plupart, sont autant d’éléments 
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qui permettent de rattacher les tombes de Saint-Dizier au faciès archéologique 
des tombes dites ‘de chefs’ du début du VIe siècle. Ce faciès est caractérisé par 
une cinquantaine de riches tombes masculines se répartissant au cœur et sur les 
marges des royaumes francs. Ces tombes présentent entre elles de fortes simili-
tudes dans les rites funéraires et l’agencement des dépôts, traduisant la volonté 
de montrer l’appartenance du défunt à une élite sociale particulière.

Un grand nombre de ces tombes recèlent des épées au pommeau prolongé par 
deux anneaux imbriqués (ce qui est le cas dans la sépulture 11 de Saint-Dizier) qui 
symboliseraient un lien d’homme à homme. Les tombes les plus riches, notam-
ment royales, n’en possèdent pas, ce qui montre que l’anneau était certes réservé 
à une élite, mais dépendante d’une autorité plus haute. Certains de ces anneaux 
ont été fixés à des pommeaux qui n’avaient pas été conçus à l’origine pour en rece-
voir. Inversement, des pommeaux portent la trace d’un anneau disparu: celui-ci a 
été soit perdu, soit plutôt rendu à la fin du contrat ou à la mort de son possesseur, 
ce qui pourrait être le cas pour l’homme de la sépulture 13 de Saint-Dizier.

La dispersion géographique de ces tombes reflète l’avancée de la conquête 
franque, aussi les archéologues s’accordent-ils à penser que ces chefs devaient 
contrôler les territoires nouvellement assujettis. La présence de chefs à Saint-
Dizier s’explique aussi sans doute en partie par la proximité de la frontière avec 
la Bourgogne, soumise en 534 par les Francs.

Les inhumés de Saint-Dizier sont-ils des Francs émigrés  ou bien des gallo-ro-
mains de souche s’étant élevés dans la hiérarchie guerrière et assimilés aux cou-
tumes franques? Tout dépend du sens que l’on prête à ce terme: signification 
ethnique, politique ou sociale? Quoi qu’il en soit, ils portaient de manière osten-
sible, sinon ostentatoire, tous les signes caractéristiques d’une élite d’obédience 
franque venue s’implanter en Gaule. 
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thE loMBArds’ MigrAtion – An isotopE CAsE 
study froM EArly MEdiEvAl CEntrAl EuropE

Daniel Peters (Roman-Germanic Commission, Germany), Corina Knipper (Jo-
hannes Gutenberg University Mainz, Germany), Anne-France Maurer (Johannes 

Gutenberg University Mainz, Germany)

The migration of the Lombards from the lower Elbe River to Italy belongs to 
the best documented examples of an early medieval migration. Written sources 
mention the gens of the Langobards and its migration repeatedly between the 1st 
and the 6th century AD. Although there is much more historical information on 
the Lombards than on many other groups of that time, many questions remain 
open and can be addressed by interdisciplinary archaeological, isotope, and geo-
scientific research. 

Since October 2008, the BMBF (German Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research) supports a collaborative project of archaeologists, anthropologists, 
and geo-scientists that aims on applying archaeological and isotope methods in 
order to provide information on the Lombards’ migration that goes beyond the 
written sources. 

The research concentrates on ten 6th century cemeteries in Germany, the Czech 
Republic, Austria and Hungary, i.e. along a - according to the written sources, 
which will be testified - proposed route of the Lombards. In total, more than 500 
individuals along the long way to Pannonia will be investigated concerning the 
construction of the graves, the finds, the time of the burial, Strontium- and Ox-
ygen-isotopes for the question of mobility and Carbon- and Nitrogen-isotopes 
regarding the diet of the deceased. 
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The identification of non-local individuals among the inhumations is based 
on isotope analysis, which will be compared to local or foreign grave goods, 
burial customs, the situation of individuals or groups within the cemeteries etc. 
Geological mapping of the isotopic composition of available elements will help 
to distinguish local and non-local individuals and verify hypotheses about pos-
sible origins of the non-local burials. Material culture studies of grave goods 
do not only provide the chronological framework, but also investigate inter-
regional connections and the distinction or integration of local and non-local 
individuals or groups.

The comparison of cemeteries will show developments in burial customs and 
populations and of course leads to the question of the impact of a migration on 
the ethnogenese.
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BioArChAEologiCAl indiCAtors of huMAn 
MoBility in EArly MEdiEvAl MAAstriCht

Raphael Panhuysen, Liesbeth Smits, Mirjam Kars & Frans Theuws (Amsterdam 
Archaeological Centre - University of Amsterdam, Netherlands)

Written sources, from both the Merovingian and Carolingian period, show that 
Maastricht was at times visited by kings, religious and secular elite and mer-
chants. The archaeological record indicates that Maastricht was involved in ex-
change networks with distant places. In recent years, large series of burials, grave 
goods and human remains from the early medieval cemeteries of Maastricht 
have been analysed. Two of these cemeteries were lying in close proximity: the 
Vrijthof cemetery and the Saint Servatius cemetery. These cemeteries located 
circa 50 metres from each other display differences in lay-out of the cemetery, 
burial type and grave goods. Others, like the Boschstraat and Borgharen ceme-
teries, were located at the periphery of the zones of habitation or in more distant 
cemeteries respectively. 

This variety in burial locations raises the question what the factors were that led 
to this diversity in burial ritual. The bioarchaeological data suggest that the cem-
eteries attracted different sections of the population. Between the cemeteries 
and within the Saint Servatius cemetery the distribution of e.g. children, males 
and females varies considerably. Cemeteries like the Saint Servatius cemetery are 
thought to have attracted individuals of high status from a wide region, because 
of the presence of the grave of the local saint and an ecclesiastical centre. Other 
cemeteries are thought to have been used by local communities living nearby. 
Often it is thought that these local populations consisted mainly of genetically 
affiliated individuals who spent most of their lives in one place.
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Gradually more techniques become available to study the genetic relations 
within cemetery populations and the provenance and residential history of in-
dividuals and groups. By studying the residential mobility and genetic relations 
within and between cemeteries it will become possible to get a better view on 
the nature of the various cemetery populations. Eventually this will lead to more 
knowledge about the factors that determined the burial location and ritual. This 
paper will present the first results of the provenance and history of residential 
mobility of individuals from the Vrijthof and Saint Servatius cemeteries. For 
the Borgharen cemetery the first results of the aDNA analysis will be discussed 
within the context of the demographical composition of the population buried 
at this site. The impact of the results from these studies on our hypotheses con-
cerning the cemeteries will be discussed.

Illustration 3: Excavation Borgharen (Pasestraat) 2009: Two secondary depositions 
of children at the foot end of the inhumation of an adult female. (Photo by R. Pan-
huysen)
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thE viEw froM thE sEA: MAritiME MigrAtion 
And thE ColonisEd lAndsCApEs of EArly Anglo-
sAxon kEnt 

Stuart Brookes (UCL - Institute of Archaeology, United Kingdom)

The North Sea constituted both physically and conceptually the major artery 
linking together peoples of the Migration period. Whilst the importance mari-
time connections played in this dynamic period have long been central to our 
interpretations of social change, archaeological and historical interpretations, 
however, are still traditionally viewed retrospectively from the perspective of 
later bounded states. This paper will argue that the creation of these states over 
the course of the early medieval period was accompanied by changing percep-
tion of the sea; from one in which seascapes and maritime movement were cen-
tral to social formation, to one where the sea and access to it was assigned a more 
restricted ritual-cosmological significance. 

A reappraisal of the position of early Anglo-Saxon monuments along the lower 
Thames estuary, (including an appraisal of recent material recorded by the 
Portable Antiquities Scheme), the selective appropriation of Prehistoric and 
Roman monuments, and material culture interred as grave goods, illustrate the 
importance of taking a maritime frame of reference. The deliberate positioning 
of monuments at the point of contact between land and sea is explored. Con-
sideration will be given also to local toponymy and later Anglo-Saxon verse and 
law-codes which all contribute to demonstrate the changing role the sea and 
maritime connections played in structuring perceptions of the world, and how 
these were increasingly manipulated and restricted by an emergent social order. 
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Illustration 4: The mid sixth-century female burial grave 250 at Buck-
land, Dover. (© Canterbury Archaeological Trust)
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thE flEMish CoAstAl plAin within A north sEA 
ContExt: EConoMy, powEr And idEntity

Pieterjan Deckers & Dries Tys (Department of Art History and Archaeology - 
Free University of Brussels, Belgium)

It stands without doubt that the populations around the Channel and North 
Sea coasts during the early Middle Ages were in close contact. This is reflected, 
amongst others, in the material record. Pottery, domestic architecture, metal-
work and even funerary customs of the period all have features that recur along 
the coasts of both the Continent and England. Terms like ‘Saxon’ and ‘Anglo-
Frisian’ are frequently used to describe these traditions.

Thus, the study of these stylistic, typological, technical and other similarities is 
embedded in an explicitly ethnic discourse. In this paper, we contend that such 
ethnic affiliations are largely irrelevant as far as the later 6th to 8th centuries are 
concerned. It is argued that they are confusing at best and the remainders of an 
out-dated culture model at worst. 

Inspired by recent sociological studies (in the field of transnationalism, amongst 
others), an alternative model is developed to help understand the nature and 
intensity of contact across the North Sea. The mobile, maritime aspect of these 
societies is placed at the centre of this approach. In this way the concept of a 
‘North Sea culture’, first proposed in the 1970s (e.g. Hallewas e.a. 1975), is re-
vived. This ‘culture’ is characterized by an intensive interaction and exchange of 
goods and ideas, resulting in a highly diverse material culture with associations 
in various geographical regions (Loveluck and Tys 2006). Crucially, these as-
sociations need not be regarded as meaningful emic indicators of ethnic identity.
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In addition to exploring the problems with the approach currently prevailing 
and setting out the theoretical foundations of the alternative perspective, a few 
examples will be provided in this paper of how the material culture of communi-
ties around the North Sea may be examined in this light. 
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thE slAvonisAtion of thE south-wEstErn 
BAltiC rEgion

Sebastian Messal (Roman-Germanic Commission, Germany)

Important, but up to now more or less unsolved questions of early medieval ar-
chaeology focus on the date and the process of the Slavonisation in the south-
western Baltic area. The state of knowledge in various regions leads to partly 
different research reviews, which express in some cases even opposite opinions. 
There are only few dates available indicating that the beginning of the Slavonic 
settlement can be dated to the late 7th and early 8th century, but how this process 
of Slavonisation can be explained is still unknown. Did a new Slavonic commu-
nity migrate into a devastated landscape or was there a change of identity into a 
Slavonic way of life connected with a continuity of Germanic settlement?

New interdisciplinary investigations of late Germanic and earliest Slavonic set-
tlements in north-western Poland focus on these questions. The aim of the re-
search project is to archive new references for continuities or discontinuities in 
the history of settlement and the use of landscape in the area of Pyrzyce (Western 
Pomerania), to explain processes of change during the 6th to the 8th century. The 
paper should present first results of investigations in Dobropole. At this site, an 
early Slavonic settlement was confirmed by large-scale geophysical as well as first 
test excavations. Based on the results of the ongoing investigations, preliminary 
thoughts about a concept of the Slavonisation in the south-western Baltic and 
applicable methods should also be presented.
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forMs of lAtE AntiquE sEttlEMEnt in 
lusitAniA

Adriaan De Man (New University of Lisbon, Portugal)

As was the case elsewhere, the vast majority of the Lusitanian territory un-
derwent significant changes during the 5th and 6th centuries. Initial Germanic 
disturbance played a part in a number of autarkic reactions, but ultimate 
Visigothic normalization made broad attempts to instigate and guarantee 
provincial stability. A wide perspective on the issue reveals general trends, 
such as hilltop retraction, as well as the clear survival of Imperial structures. 
Local specificities did however evolve towards different post-Imperial reali-
ties, making it difficult to determine if there was indeed Germanic interfer-
ence in, say, forms of land exploitation, and if so, to which extent. Linear his-
toriographic claims about the wide-ranging destruction of cities and villae are 
currently no longer part of a convincing argumentation. On the other hand, 
very persistent interests of the Hispano-Roman elites are registered practi-
cally until the Muslim period, and at times even became a serious problem to 
the monarchy.

Contrary to neighboring areas, in which Gothic cultural settlement is evident, 
large regions of Lusitania appear to have developed with little or no outside ma-
terial interference. That is, the few objects of Germanic type seem in no way 
connected to an ethnic shift at their respective finding sites. The better known of 
these elements are, by the way, mainly urban, and point towards administration, 
not settlement. Permanent endogenous development is thus a main thread for the 
understanding of most Late Antique sites, and the stronger contacts, observable 
in excavation, are still almost exclusively Mediterranean. In spite of the afore-
mentioned trends, Visigothic influence on Lusitania is, of course, undeniable.  
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Security and tax matters, as well as faith, were ubiquitous affairs with architec-
tonical reflexes, both defensive and religious. In addition, some domestic cases 
demonstrate equally important developments.

The entire province is far too large and varied to be portrayed in brief. Only a 
few of the many available sites are used to illustrate the main premises of cur-
rent Portuguese and Spanish research on late antique settlement in this particu-
lar area.

Illustration 5: Rabaçal villa, with Germanelo castle in background. (Photo by A. De 
Man)
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trAnsforMing villA lAndsCApEs in gErMAniA 
sECundA. A CAsE of AppropriAtion or 
AliEnAtion?

Joep Hendriks (Amsterdam Archaeological Centre – University of Amsterdam, 
Netherlands)

From the later 3rd century AD onwards the rural landscape of Northern Gaul 
witnessed a serious decline in its population. It is generally accepted that the 
political and economic circumstances in Late Antiquity in one way or another 
caused the end of many Roman villa estates, once flourishing on the fertile pla-
teaus or in the river valleys. Focussing on the most northern zone with a dense 
distribution of villas – the loess belt of the German Rhineland, Dutch Southern 
Limburg and the Belgian Hesbaye/Haspengouw, roughly the region between 
the civitas capitals of Tongres and Cologne – it becomes clear that although 
most of these estates ceased to be in use after 300, some of them provide evi-
dence for a continued habitation (Van Ossel 1992; Lenz 2001). In the last three 
decades it has been possible to record a wide range of changes in the structure 
and lay-out of these settlements, occurring at different moments during the 4th 
and 5th centuries. These alterations vary from the appearance of extensive archi-
tectural adaptations, the abandonment of parts of the estates, the building of 
small strongholds or burgi to the introduction of new modes of production and 
new styles of habitation like wooden houses and sunken huts. We also see the 
establishment of new cemeteries, within or directly near to the deserted or still 
(marginally) occupied villa complexes.

In comparison to southern parts of Northern Gaul, like the region of Trier, or 
other provinces like Aquitania and Hispania, it has proved to be rather difficult 
to date and interpret these changes. In fact, material culture from the excavated 
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late Roman villa sites is scarce and the connection to events known from histori-
cal sources is of course very limited. Instead of analyzing the villas from our re-
search area within the wider framework of the transformation of rural society in 
the Roman West (Lewitt 2003; Bowes & Gutteridge 2005), a regional approach 
has more potential. The current debate has led to different interpretations of 
the supposed influence from Germanic migrations at the transformation of the 
rural habitation in late Antiquity (e.g. Van Ossel & Ouzoulias 2000; Lenz 2006; 
Theuws 2008; 2009). At this point we must ask ourselves whether the available 
information on late Roman villa sites is sufficient to analyze the villa transfor-
mations between Tongres and Cologne in terms of Gallo-Roman continuity or 
Germanic influx. For example, well-known sites from the Netherlands and Bel-
gium were excavated in the 1980s and never published in depth (see illustration). 
An interesting part of the newly discovered sites from the Rhineland have yet to 
be analyzed.

In my paper I will not only focus on the interpretation of the physical transfor-
mation of late Roman villas. To avoid getting stuck in the migration debate I 
will also look into other approaches and theoretical frameworks. It is interesting 
to question the (phenomenological) place of these villas (or what was left of 
them) within the process of appropriating landscapes and creating settlements 
by newcomers. From a regional point of view it is important to establish whether 
there were relations (physical or not) with the emerging Merovingian villages 
(Van Ossel 2010). To what extent have villas been considered as places associ-
ated with the Roman elite? Or did they become alienated from that past? And 
could they have played a role in the constitution of new identities in this part of 
Germania secunda?
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Illustration 6: Neerharen-Rekem (Belgium), a well-known example of villa trans-
formation in Germania secunda. Dark orange: villa complex (Roman period); light 
orange: byre houses and sunken huts (Migration period); green: house and sunken huts 
(Merovingian period); blue: branch of the river Meuse. (After Die Franken – Wegbereiter 
Europas. Vor 1500 Jahren: König Chlodwig und seinen Erben, Mainz (1996), 825)
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in thE BordErlAnds: two sitEs on thE EdgE of 
thE forMEr iCEni tErritory in EAst AngliA

Penelope Walton Rogers (Anglo-Saxon Laboratory, United Kingdom)

Part of northern East Anglia seems to have retained a local identity within the 
broader ‘Anglian’ culture of northern and eastern England in the 5th and 6th cen-
turies. In an area bounded on the north and east by the sea and on the south and 
west by low watersheds, there was a zone where there were shared burial customs, 
distinctive local beads and surviving Romano-British textile techniques. It will be 
argued that this area was successor to the Roman administrative unit, the civitas 
Icenorum, which in turn was derived from the tribal lands of the Iceni. It eventually 
became part of the 7th-century kingdom of the East Angles, most probably as a re-
sult of the Wuffing dynasty in the south establishing an hegemony over the north. 

Two sites stand on the borders of this area, Tittleshall on the western water-
shed in Norfolk (excavated by Network Archaeology) and Flixton inside the 
southern watershed in northern Suffolk (excavated by Suffolk County Council 
Archaeological Service). Tittleshall is a small mixed-rite cemetery founded in 
the 5th century, which includes well-furnished women’s burials and the grave of 
a child who was probably of a sword-bearing lineage. It lay on a corridor leading 
into Cambridgeshire and the Midlands, and the site has produced non-local and 
hybrid brooches which reflect its situation. The burials were focused on a Bronze 
Age barrow and it is suggested that this cemetery represents a single, well-to-do, 
family asserting its land rights through a change in burial practice.

Flixton included a settlement and two burial grounds founded at the very end of 
the 5th century. Some of the early settlers may have come from Cambridgeshire 
and their burials were at first confined within a rectangular plot. The district was 
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already the site of a Neolithic timber circle and Bronze Age barrows, and lay close 
to the seat of a 7th-century bishop; there was a probable pagan shrine in the set-
tlement and three possible ‘cunning women’ in the cemetery, all of which suggests 
an area with long-term spiritual significance. In its latest phase there is evidence 
for the burial of a family with a male retinue (including two men from outside the 
area) on one of the barrows. It is argued that Flixton, in the heart of East Anglia 
and close to a crossing of east-west and north-south routes, would have held a 
significant position in the power-play of 7th-century East Anglian politics. 

Illustration 7: Map of East Anglia, showing the coastline and drainage of the fenland as 
they were in the Anglo-Saxon period (After Scull 1993, 68, fig. 1). The boundary of the civi-
tas Icenorum has been estimated from Mattingly and Jones 1990, maps 3.8, 3.10 and 5.11.
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Cross CulturAl MigrAtion As thE EnginE 
of soCiAl ChAngE: A gloBAl historiCAl 
pErspECtivE

Leo Lucassen (University of Leiden, Netherlands)

Migration history, as a sub-discipline of social and economic history, developed 
since the 1980s and concentrated heavily on Europe and the Americas in the 
last two centuries, focussed predominantly on the integration process of inter-
national migrants in the new world, and later on also in Western Europe. Only 
gradually the field widened. First by studies on early modern (Western and 
Southern) Europe, and since the end of the 1990s a more recently and more 
global approach has become fashionable. Most studies, however, remain rather 
Eurocentred, looking mainly at either Europeans in other parts of the world or at 
non-Europeans who moved to the Euro-Atlantic orbit – including white settler 
colonies - as a consequence of globalizing centres of capital like plantation econ-
omies (in the Americas) and goldmines (Australia, California, South Africa).

Recently two fundamental shifts took place. The first one by world historians 
who show that also Asian and African societies were highly mobile long before 
the intrusion of Europeans and secondly a highly fruitful exchange developed 
between main stream migration historians and scholars whose work deals with 
the entire history of the human species: geneticists, historical linguists, paleo-
archeologists, physical anthropologists and historians working on the Middle 
Ages (e.g. Vikings) and the Classical Antiquity. These scientists, most of them 
would not label themselves as migration historians, use very different periodiza-
tions and research methods, but share the interest in the question why people 
move and what the effect of cross-cultural exchanges are. This has led to a fun-
damental rethinking of migration typologies and theories. In my lecture, I will 
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offer a new analytical framework that enables us to study, compare and better 
understand human migrations, and the ensuing settlement process, both in the 
deep past and the present. I will especially discuss the seminal ideas of Patrick 
Manning who considers cross-community migrations as the engine of social and 
cultural change, and thereby of human civilizations.
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Continuity, trAnsforMAtion And EMErgEnCE 
of thE urBAnizEd sEttlEMEnts through thE 
MErovingiAn pEriod Along thE northErn EdgE 
of nEustriA And AustrAsiA

Laurent Verslype (Université catholique de Louvain - CRAN & INCAL, Belgium)

Between the mid-7th century and the early 12th century, most of the medieval 
cities to be in Northern France, Belgium and Southern Netherlands were born. 
We intend to sum up the characteristics of the prime early medieval urban settle-
ments and its importance in the birth of that urban landscape from the 5th and 
6th centuries onwards. Throughout the Merovingian times, the area studied was 
located at the northern edge of both the later Neustria and Austrasia, on both 
sides of their border that will much later slides – sharing the Carolingian Francia 
and Lotharingia – from the Coal Forest to the Scheldt course. The roman bor-
ders fitted previously the Iron Age tribe territories which will be adapted in the 
administrative gallo-roman civitates. The hydrography, the political demarca-
tions and the roads network will conveniently add to it the diocesans territories 
of the ecclesiastical province of Trèves and Reims. The latest also fit the antique 
cities borders. 

Through the 5th and 6th centuries, some Late Antique centres will lose their im-
portance despite some military or religious functions. Inversely, others illustrate 
several dynamics showing us contrasted transition from Antiquity to the Middle 
Ages. The choice was often influenced by the location at the periphery of the 
territories and at cross points between important rivers and main roads. Among 
them all we can distinguish real urban centres and new soon urbanized settle-
ments: many scenarios coexist between the end of the 5th century and the 7th 
century. A kind of typology, based on the Merovingian evidence, sums up the 
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conditions of either the permanence, the birth or the abandonment of urban 
settlements in the Merovingian times. Some hadn’t survived the Merovingian  
period, and some new ones will develop in the late Carolingian times. The 
Merovingian 6th and 7th centuries are crucial even in regard to Verhulst’s «New 
urban beginnings» in the 8th and 9th centuries or to Hirschmann’s 10th-11th cen-
turies «Bauboom». 

Here are some cases observed today: 1. Late roman towns and castra - 1.1. Evolu-
tion of the urban character in bishoprics associated to mintage: Tournai, Arras, 
Cambrai, Maastricht (count and bishop residencies, wood constructions in the 
antique fortified urban core and around it, continuous use of the funeral areas); 
1.2. Decline of the urban nature, with a (temporary) bishopric and mintage some-
times: Thérouanne and Tongeren; 1.3. Loss of administrative, economical and 
political prerogatives and decline of Roman urban agglomerations such as Cas-
sel, Famars, and towns such as Boulogne-sur-Mer and Bavay. 2. Agglomerations 
- 2.1. Ex nihilo like urban development upon Merovingian rural central places: 
Douai (new civil central place), Gent (new monasteries), Liège (new bishop 
residency), Valenciennes (new royal residency); 2.2. Rebirth of former Roman 
vici with intensive craft production and mintage: Namur, Huy; 2.3. Transforma-
tion of both the status and the nature of a roman agglomeration: Arlon; 2.4. 
Merovingian vici with rural character and mintage: Dinant and Antwerpen; 2.5. 
Finally, many abandoned antique vici were scarcely reoccupied during the 5th 
century or even later in the Merovingian period. The antique urbanized frame-
work will never been recovered and no one will be drawn again.
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Illustration 8: Diocesans demarcations (red), Scheldt and Meuse basins limit (blue), 
agglomerations studied. (© L. Verslype)
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tournAi, CApitAlE du BAs-EMpirE Et évolution 
Au hAut MoyEn-ÂgE

Raymond Brulet (Université catholique de Louvain - CRAN & INCAL, Belgium)

L’agglomération gallo-romaine de Tournai, sur l’Escaut, développe déjà des 
programmes urbanistiques et architecturaux ambitieux, dans le courant du IIe 
siècle, à en juger par les découvertes qui y ont été réalisées.

La charnière des IIIe et IVe siècles est surtout documentée par une grande nécro-
pole urbaine qui atteste, le fait est rare, d’une parfaite continuité de l’occupation 
humaine dans le dernier quart du IIIe siècle et le premier quart du siècle suivant. 
Dans la même période, la ville connaît une évolution administrative détermi-
nante. Elle devient capitale de cité et se réorganise au plan urbanistique, sous la 
protection d’une enceinte qui entraîne la ville à se remodeler complètement. Le 
nouvel intra-muros tournaisien se caractérise assez clairement à la fois par une 
éradication des constructions anciennes et par des reconstructions architectu-
rales qui s’étalent sur toute la première moitié du IVe siècle.

Pour ce qui concerne la seconde moitié du IVe siècle, et en particulier, la période 
valentinienne, on assiste à des modifications qui concernent au moins deux 
secteurs. Dans le domaine funéraire, les coutumes et les lieux d’enfouissements 
funéraires se modifient. Dans le futur quartier de la cathédrale, on voit l’émer-
gence d’un nouveau bâtiment avec rupture d’orientation. Le même site de la 
cathédrale est marqué, au Ve siècle, par la construction d’un monument en opus 
africanum, sur les ruines des structures de la ville ancienne. Nous sommes alors 
au cœur d’une période de transition qui correspond à celle de l’avancée de la 
première colonisation guerrière, conduite par Clodion.
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Les témoignages de la seconde moitié du Ve siècle ne manquent pas à Tournai, le 
plus connu étant celui de la sépulture royale de Childéric (482). Certains textes 
évoquent aussi la présence d’un évêque à ce moment. Or, les fouilles nouvelles 
menées dans le quartier épiscopal ont révélé la présence d’une basilique paléo-
chrétienne ayant subi deux aménagements successifs.

La fin du Ve siècle et la première moitié du VIe siècle sont extrêmement bien 
documentées à Tournai par les découvertes archéologiques. La seconde moitié 
du VIe siècle est connue à Tournai, historiquement, pour voir la disparition de 
l’évêque, ce qui ne veut pas dire qu’il n’y a pas eu d’édifice de culte. Un édifice 
basilical a été reconnu, qui semble avoir été précédé par une césure matérielle. 
Des terres noires marquent le site avant un redéploiement au début de la période 
carolingienne. Les installations liturgiques de l’évêché sont mieux connues au-
jourd’hui que la physionomie urbaine de cette époque.
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thE lAtE roMAn And EArly MEdiEvAl urBAn 
topogrAphy of tongErEn

Alain Vanderhoeven (Flemish Heritage Institute, Belgium)

According to Ammianus Marcellinus, late Roman Tongeren was a large and 
prosperous town. His statement is confirmed by the presence of a ca. 2600 m 
long town wall, built in the first half of the 4th century and by the numerous rich 
burials on the north-eastern and south-western cemeteries of the civitas capi-
tal. The mentioning of sagitarii Tungri, Tungricani and of a praefectus Laetorum 
Lagensium prope Tungros in the «Notitia Dignitatum» illustrates the involve-
ment of Tongeren in the defence of the northern part of the late Roman empire. 
Finally several contemporary written sources mention the activities of Servatius, 
episcopus Tungrorum towards the middle of the 4th century. Until recently little 
was known of building activities and habitation patterns inside the late Roman 
town wall. That changed more or less suddenly with the excavations at the three 
Vermeulenstraat sites and in the Church of Our Lady in the past decade.

After the systematic sieving of the dark earth that covered the Vermeulenstraat 
1 site in layers of ca. 10 cm, we could delimit a horizon of late Roman mate-
rial. At the Vermeulenstraat 2 site the western edge of a late Roman domus was 
brought to light at the eastern border of the excavated plot. The excavation of 
the Vermeulenstraat 3 site uncovered the remains of an impressive late Roman 
domus with large amounts of fragments of wall paintings, showing scenes of the 
different months of the year.

The excavations in the Church of Our Lady revealed parts of a monumental 
basilica, dated around the middle of the 4th century. Some elements of the ar-
chitecture of the interior suggest that the basilica was constructed and used as 
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an early Christian church. Inside the apse, remains of a bench, probably for the 
priests, were encountered. In the centre of the apse, traces of a small octagonal 
or circular monument were preserved, maybe a small reliquary or shrine. The 
elevated floor of the apse was separated from the nave by a small wall, as is often 
the case with the presbytery of an early Christian church.

In the 6th century the late Roman basilica was replaced by an early medieval, 
Merovingian church. The apse of the late Roman church was integrated in the 
new building. The floor and stone bench of the 4th century disappeared under 
ca. 50 cm of foundation layers, on top of which three different floors were dis-
covered. At the location of the late Roman octagonal or circular monument the 
builders of the Merovingian church constructed a small rectangular monument, 
possibly a cenotaph.

In the 9th or 10th century the Merovingian church was completely demolished 
and replaced by a Carolingian church. The northern and southern exterior walls 
were removed end rebuilt, slightly to the north and the south respectively. The 
western exterior wall was enlarged and a new entrance was built. The area of the 
apse remained in place.
 
A small cemetery was located In front of these early medieval churches. The old-
est inhumations date from the 7th century.
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Illustration 9: Tongeren: A: late Roman town; B: early Roman town; C: cemeteries; 
D: early medieval burials inside the Roman town; 1: 2nd century town wall; 2: 4th century 
town wall; 3: temple; 4: aquaduct; 5: horreum; 6: basilica. (© VIOE)
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thE origins, dEvElopMEnt And dEClinE of 
lundEnwiC (london), froM thE 5th to 9th 
CEnturiEs

Lyn Blackmore (Museum of London Archaeology, United Kingdom)

This paper will mainly concentrate on the origins of Lundenwic, and will start 
by presenting new evidence from excavations carried out by Museum of London 
Archaeology (MOLA) at St Martin-in-the-Fields, which has changed our under-
standing of late Roman London. The finds include a near complete 5th-century 
stamped jar and a few other sherds of early post-Roman pottery which raise new 
questions about the possibility of continuity in the 5th century. These finds, and 
others from excavations at Upper St Martins Lane, in Long Acre, and at the Lon-
don Transport Museum, shed new light on the pattern of 5th- and 6th-century 
settlement in the Thames valley and also on the precursor of Lundenwic. It is 
now clear that there was a settlement of some form in the Covent Garden area 
long before the arrival of Christianity and the foundation of St Pauls in AD 604. 
Trading connections are demonstrated by continental artefacts, while burials 
include both cremation and inhumations. 

By the mid 7th century there was an extensive cemetery in the Covent Garden 
area, with high status burials at St Martin-in-the-Fields and others along the hill-
side overlooking the Thames. A major change, however, took place in the later  
7th century, when the former cemetery started to be built over by houses and 
roads for the emporium of Lundenwic. First named as a port in a charter of AD 
672/4, the organisation and functions of the wick were certainly influenced by, 
if not dependent on, royal power and the church, but its location was governed 
by the choices and connections made in the 5th and 6th centuries. Trade would 
appear to have developed rapidly, and mention will be made of the evidence for 



54
Session III: identity and urban centres

imported goods and for industry, such as coins, pottery, glass and quern stones, 
loom weights, antler waste and metalworking debris. Lundenwic functioned as a 
local, regional, national and international centre for ca 200 years. 

Like other contemporary trading settlements, Lundenwic began to decline in 
the late 8th or early 9th century, perhaps in part to a gradual shift in the focus of 
activity, and it may well have been abandoned by, or before, the Viking attacks 
of c AD 850. Nonetheless, although it is Lundenburgh, founded by Alfred in AD 
886, which went on to become one of the most important medieval and later cit-
ies in Europe, it is the events of the 5th to 8th centuries which made this possible. 

Illustration 10: A 5th-
century urn from excava-
tions by Museum of London 
Archaeology at Saint Martin-
in-the-Fields, London, 
precise source unknown, 
possibly imported. (Photo by 
A. Chopping)
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ExogAMy And gEndEr-spECifiC MoBility in thE 
EArly MEdiEvAl pEriod

Susanne Hakenbeck (University of Southampton, United Kingdom)

As a consequence of dominant narratives in historical sources, migration in the 
early medieval period has largely been conceptualized as large-scale movements 
of armies or whole populations. However, recent archaeological evidence draw-
ing on stable isotope analysis and osteological markers such as artificial skull 
modification, suggests several alternative models of mobility. First, the migra-
tion of nomadic peoples into the Roman provinces in the Carpathian basin was 
a gradual process that profoundly changed the material expressions of identity 
and led to the development of a ‘hybrid’ identity. Second, the distribution of 
women with modified skulls, a practice that has been associated with the Huns, 
west of the Carpathian basin indicates directed gender-specific mobility. This 
pattern is supported by results of stable isotope analysis of individuals from a 
group of cemeteries in Bavaria (Germany) suggesting that exogamous social 
structure may have been widespread. Individuals with modified skulls and the 
manner in which they were buried thus provide a case study for examining the 
relationship between physical appearance, identity and the transformative na-
ture of migrations. 
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Illustration 11: An artificially 
modified skull from grave 1108, 
Altenerding, Germany. (Repro-
duced with kind permission,  
© H. Helmuth)



57
Session IVA: cemeteries

spong hill 

Catherine Hills (University of Cambridge, United Kingdom)

The Anglo-Saxon cemetery at Spong Hill (North Elmham, Norfolk) was exca-
vated completely in the 1970s, producing 2500 cremations and 57 inhumations, 
and published as a series of site reports and burial catalogues1. A new project 
to establish a detailed chronology for the burials has recently been completed, 
led by Catherine Hills and Sam Lucy at Cambridge University, which will be 
the subject of this paper2. A combination of methods has been used: evidence 
from the site of relationships within and between burials in the ground, and 
also between stylistically similar pots; correspondence analyses of artefacts 
and pots; and comparative analysis of finds from cemeteries in England and on 
the continent. 

The difference between the new chronology and earlier proposals is that we no 
longer appear to have a clear horizontal stratigraphy. The cemetery appears not 
to have had a clear chronological structure, apart from its final phase C. There 
are however clear groupings within phases, which suggest family plots. 

A key point about the chronology is that we have established a final phase, C, 
which equates to the earliest phase of the chronology for inhumations in East 
Anglia set out in Penn and Brugmann, dated by them to the late 5th and early 6th 
centuries AD3. 

The majority of the cremations belong to earlier phases, which means that most 
of the cremations at Spong Hill were buried during the 5th century. Since we 
have defined more than one phase, and this is a site containing thousands of 
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burials, this must represent several generations, probably much of the century, 
starting significantly before the traditional 449 AD Adventus Saxonum. 
 
Spong Hill is therefore contemporary with north German cemeteries such as 
Issendorf and Schmalstede for much of its existence, not consecutive, with im-
plications for interpretation of the chronology and impact of population move-
ments across the North Sea in the migration period.

1  Hills, C.M., et al. The Anglo-Saxon Cemetery at Spong Hill in the series East Anglian Archaeology, 
Reports nos. 6, 11, 21, 34, 39, 67, 69, and 73, 1977-1994.

2 Hills and Lucy forthcoming, Spong Hill: Synthesis and Chronology.
3  Penn, K. and Brugmann, B., 2007, Aspects of Anglo-Saxon Inhumation Burial. East Anglian 

Archaeology Report no 119. Norfolk Museums and Archaeology Service.
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MigrAtion or ACCulturAtion? thE sAint-
CrEspin CEMEtEry CAsE (roMilly-sur-AndEllE, 
EurE, frAnCE): ConfrontAtion BEtwEEn 
BiologiCAl AnthropologiCAl fACts And 
BuriAls ArtEfACts

David Jouneau, Rozenn Colleter, Noémie Gryspeirt, Mark Guillon & Noémie  
Rolland (Inrap - French National Institute for Preventive Archaeological  

Research, France)

During the archaeological field period of the Saint-Crespin cemetery (2006-
2007), about 750 graves have been excavated, of which 65% are Merovingian. 
The grave goods are numerous (worn or deposited on or around the body) and 
illustrate a strong influence of the Frankish civilization, as well as in most of 
the east-Norman Merovingian cemeteries. This survey suggests comparing the 
anthropological facts with the nature of the burial artefacts, and will try to 
demonstrate if there is or not biological differences between those who wear 
these objects and those buried without any deposit but found in the same strati-
graphic sequences.

Summary of the presentation
Introduction: The site
 Location
 The site in the Early Middle Ages
 Presentation of the studied corpus
 Problematic nature
1. The burial artefacts
 Potteries
 Weapons
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 Dress accessories
 Jewellery
 Tools
2. The buried population
 Methodology and limits
 Burial practices
 Biological results
3. synthesis
 The warriors
 The group with burial artefacts
 The group without burial artefacts
 Differences and common points
Conclusion

Illustration 12: Sepulture n°558 of the Saint-Crespin cemetery; an example of war-
rior burial, 6th-7th century. (© Inrap)
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quEstioning MigrAtion: Continuity And 
ChAngE in thE CEMEtEry of rhEnEn (4th-8th 
CEntury Ad)

Annemarieke Willemsen (National Museum of Antiquities, Netherlands)

The Reihengräberfeld at the Donderberg in Rhenen (Netherlands) is the largest, 
longest used and probably the richest early medieval cemetery in the Netherlands. 
It contained over 1100 graves: 300 cremations, 800 inhumations, and 12 horse 
graves. The discovery was made during reconstruction road works between Utrecht 
and Arnhem and the whole cemetery was excavated in a few months in 1951 by the 
Dutch State Service for Archaeology. They constructed a laboratory to preserve 
and study the finds of this major archaeological site that made the cinema news. 

From the graves, some 3,000 objects were recovered, that are now kept in the 
National Museum of Antiquities at Leiden. This collection includes the largest 
and best assemblages of medieval jewellery, beads, weaponry, and re-used Roman 
objects in the Netherlands. There are over 850 pieces of ceramics and over 60 
glass vessels, usually intact. Special features comprise Roman and Byzantine coins 
placed in the mouth of the deceased, the occurrence of rock crystal balls used 
as pendants, and the combination of buckets, bronze bowls and glass beakers in 
high-status male burials. Puzzling are two earthenware imitations of glass vessels.

Despite various people working at a catalogue, the Rhenen cemetery remains as 
yet largely unpublished. The National Museum of Antiquities is now supervising 
a research project to publish the catalogue of the cemetery at the end of 2011, 
exactly sixty years after excavation.
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It is still unclear where the people, who were buried in Rhenen, actually lived. But 
the Rhenen cemetery was found in a region that yielded a considerable number 
of early medieval features, including other large cemeteries (e.g. Wageningen), 
small groups of graves, a large coin hoard (Remmerden) and a gold hoard found 
at a different site in Rhenen (-Achterberg). Moreover, people seem to have been 
attracted to this place over a very long period of time, as high-status finds from 
prehistory, Roman and late medieval times have been uncovered as well. 

In Rhenen, unlike e.g. in Maastricht, people kept burying their dead at the same 
site for almost four centuries, from c. 375 to 750 AD. This period includes the 
transition from late Roman to Merovingian/Frankish times, the introduction of 
Christianity, and the rise of a distinct elite material culture. Rhenen is therefore a 
perfect source for the study of continuity and change within these ‘Dark Ages’. The 
coherence of the cemetery questions the scale and the dating of the (supposed) 
migration. Moreover, Rhenen is not the only site in the Netherlands indicating 
that here the dust may largely have settled by the end of the 4th century already.

Illustration 13: 
Selection of multi-
coloured beads 
from the Rhenen 
cemetery.(Photo by 
RMO/P.J. Bomhof )



63
Session IVA: cemeteries

who wAs BuriEd At thE BroEChEM CEMEtEry (5th-
7th CEntury Ad)?

Rica Annaert (Flemish Heritage Institute, Belgium)

The early medieval cemetery in Broechem is one of the most extensive burial 
grounds found in Flanders. The burial site is located in the region southeast of 
Antwerp, historically known as the Pagus Renensis, with a topographical set-
ting on the southern slope of a loamy sand ridge. Since this site has almost 
completely been excavated (2001-2003 and 2007-2010), it is possible to in-
vestigate its development and the variety of burials. At least 510 graves have 
been exposed. The majority, at least 442, are inhumation burials – including 
3 horses. In addition 68 cremation graves are scattered among the inhumation 
graves. Due to the acidity of the loamy sand, skeletal parts and other organic 
materials are not preserved, unless they were incinerated. In absence of such 
direct information, we must rely on other sources to investigate the identity of 
the buried early medieval community of this region. This research on identity 
will not only focus on ethnicity but also on age, gender and political and social 
identity. We have to bear in mind that ideas and traditions of identity were dif-
ferent in former communities and can even have changed during the periods of 
use of the cemetery. 

To reconstruct the age of the deceased persons we have very little information. 
Only the size of the inhumation burial pits and coffins, and the analysis of the in-
cinerated bones of the cremation graves could give us an estimate of the amount 
of deceased children. The difference between juvenile and adult burials is much 
more difficult to make. The grave goods can reveal gender but it is important to 
consider that the deposit was selected by the living relatives. In general, weapon 
graves are related to males, while beads, spindle whorls and ‘châtelaines’ with 
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keys and other tools are regarded as typical female attributes. Brooches, belt fit-
tings and knives are associated with both males and females.

The expression of social identity seems to have evolved from the second half 
of the 5th century to the 6th century. While in the earlier period graves with a 
clearly rich content were placed among the common burials, later on the elite 
graves were clustered on a reserved plot isolated from the other graves. These 
high status burials are characterised by a specific layout in big wooden chamber 
graves, lavish furniture and the accompaniment of horse burials. 

Finally the Broechem cemetery provides a lot of information on ethnicity and 
migration. First many ‘exotic’ grave goods reveal contacts with overseas or north-
erly regions. These contacts could be of economic, social (marriage or other al-
liances) or ethnic (migration) nature. Only the practice of certain burial rituals 
such as north-south orientated inhumation graves and the cremation rite, affirm 
the arrival of small groups of Germanic or Anglo-Saxon people in the Scheldt-
valley region, who clung to their original traditions. The presence of a mixed 
cultural content in the grave deposits and the location of the cremations among 
the Frankish graves, seem to demonstrate a good integration and acculturation 
of the different groups of people.
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Illustration 14: Pair of gilt Anglo-Saxon button brooches (transition 5th to 6th 
century) found in an inhumation grave. (Photo by H. Denis, © VIOE)
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CErAMiC And glAss in thE MosAn vAllEy: 
piCturE of A ChAnging CulturE BEtwEEn thE 
lAtE 5th And thE 7th CEntury

Line Van Wersch (Flemish Heritage Institute, Belgium)

Thanks to an interdisciplinary approach involving archaeology and scientific 
analysis, Merovingian ceramic and glass found in the Meuse-valley have been 
studied. This approach allowed us to elaborate a typochronology for this type 
of artifacts and moreover to shed some light on the history of craft, economic 
aspects and the cultural impregnations of this particular time.

Aside from the darkness that can be associated to this period, Merovingian 
craftsman still mastered specific skills and technological evolutions took place. 
Until the middle of the 6th century, trade networks were not abandoned. For 
glass production, raw material seems to be imported from Mediterranean re-
gions and glass final products as well as clay vessels were still exported at a re-
gional scale. Between the end of the 6th and the 7th century, glass becomes rare 
and new types of ceramic, locally made, appear. In cemeteries, living settlements 
and productions sites, both crafts underline economical and cultural modifica-
tions in the Meuse-valley. Finally, at the end of the Merovingian period, ceramic 
and glass reflect new consumption’s behavior that came into sight announcing 
the transition to the Carolingian world.
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CErAMiCs of Anglo-sAxon typE Along thE 
CoAsts of MAnChE And thEir pArAllEl with 
thE sChEldt BAsin 

Jean Soulat (University of Paris, France)

A significant number of Anglo-Saxon potteries were found along the Channel 
coast of Normandy to the Pas-de-Calais. Located in estuaries and river valleys 
in the plain of Caen, in the Boulonnais and Ponthieu, these hand-made pot-
teries decorated with incised lines are characteristic of the Anglo-Saxon insular 
world. They probably reflect the presence of allogenous population groups in 
the 6th century in relation with ‘Coasts Cultures’ and the south-east of Anglo-
Saxon England. 

A number of chemical and petrographic analyses were conducted by A. Bocquet-
Liénard (Craham) and X. Savary, especially in the contexts of Canche Valley 
(Pas-de-Calais) and the lower Orne Valley (Calvados). The perspective on these 
results will be interesting to understand the presence of these hand-made pot-
teries on the Channel coasts. Comparison with the hand-made potteries from 
the Scheldt Valley is interesting to visualize these Channel influences or in con-
nection with contributions of lower Saxony and Schleswig-Holstein.
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Illustration 15: La Calotterie. (© Musée de Berck-sur-Mer, Pas-de-
Calais, G. Dilly)
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lEs CérAMiquEs dE typE Anglo-sAxon lE long 
dEs CôtEs dE lA MAnChE Et lEur pArAllèlE AvEC 
lE BAssin dE l’EsCAut

Jean Soulat (Université Paris 1, France)

Un nombre non négligeable de céramiques de type anglo-saxon a été retrouvé 
le long des côtes de la Manche, de la Normandie au Pas-de-Calais. Localisées 
dans les estuaires et les vallées fluviales, dans la plaine de Caen, dans le Pon-
thieu et dans le Boulonnais, ces vases non tournés décorés de lignes incisées sont 
caractéristiques du monde insulaire anglo-saxon. Ils témoignent probablement 
de la présence d’influences, de traditions ou de groupes de population allogène 
au VIe siècle et issue des ‘cultures des littoraux’ en relation avec le sud-est de 
l’Angleterre anglo-saxonne. 

Un certain nombre d’analyses chimiques et pétrographiques a été effectué par 
A. Bocquet-Liénard (Craham) et X. Savary (Sdac), notamment sur les contextes 
de la vallée de la Canche (Pas-de-Calais) et de la basse vallée de l’Orne (Calva-
dos). La mise en perspective de ces résultats sera intéressante pour comprendre 
la présence de ces vases modelés sur les côtes de la Manche. La comparaison 
avec les céramiques allogènes du bassin de l’Escaut est intéressante pour essayer 
de visualiser ces influences transmanche ou en lien avec les apports saxons de 
Basse-Saxe et du Schleswig-Holstein.
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MAtEriAl CulturE And EthniCity: thE EvidEnCE 
of CoAstAl flAndErs

Yann Hollevoet (Hollevoet Archaeological Consultancy, Belgium)

According to the Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary ethnicity can be defined 
as “the fact of belonging to a particular race” (427). The last word “race” could 
easily be replaced by “group of people which share the same origin, religion or 
mythology, beliefs, uses, objects etc.”. These are the Kulturkreise as defined in 
1898 by Leo Frobenius in his Theorie der Völkerkunde and were one of the main 
elements in Kossinna‘s 1911 study Die Herkunft der Germanen. Zur Methode der 
Siedlungsarchäologie (Kabitzsch, Würzburg). His concept of Siedlungsarchäologie 
was wittingly misused by the Nazis to justify their ethnic cleansing and after the 
end of WW II questions related to ethnicity almost became a taboo in Western 
European archaeology. The ethnic cleansing in former Yugoslavia revived the 
nightmares of the past and now archaeologists use the term ‘identity’ in order to 
summarize “the characteristics, feelings or beliefs that distinguish people from 
others” (Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 643).

In the last decades archaeological studies about identity have focused their at-
tention on cemeteries where ostentatiously displayed lavish dress accessories 
like fibulae - especially in female graves - were interpreted as clear markers of 
ethnicity/identity. A beautiful example is the problem of the Jutish settlement 
in Kent and the Isle of Wight which has mainly been demystified a few years 
ago by P. Kruse in her PhD, Jutes in Kent? On the Jutish Nature of Kent, southern 
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight published in Probleme der Küstenforschung im 
südlichen Nordseegebiet 31 (Oldenburg, 2007, 243-376). 
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It can be questioned however if the premises from which archaeologists start in 
order to question the presence - or absence - of foreign settlers anywhere should 
not be reconsidered.

Referring to the principle of habitus introduced by P. Bourdieu we may ask if 
ordinary goods – like houses or cooking pots - can not be better markers of iden-
tity than lavish dress accessories. Already in 1948 J.N.L. Myres published a paper 
in which he emphasised the similarities that existed between the pottery from 
the Elbe-Weser region and Frisia on the one hand and the pottery from Anglo-
Saxon cemeteries in eastern England on the other hand (Some English Parallels to 
Anglo-Saxon Pottery of Holland and Belgium in the Migration Period, L’Antiquité 
Classique XVII,453-472). According to him, these finds, as well as some hand-
made earthenwares from several Belgian cemeteries, were the silent witnesses of 
the Anglo-Saxon invasions from the homelands of the Angles, the Saxons and 
the Jutes in Frisia and the adjacent coastal regions to the east of England, the 
Adventus Saxonicum in Britaniam from the 5th century. He even postulated that 
“it should be possible, by subjecting the evidence from Holland and Belgium 
to detailed comparison both with the antiquities of the continental Angles and 
Saxons and with those of Britain to learn something of the routes taken by dif-
ferent groups of invaders and of the different areas of Britain which were settled 
by them” (454). Unfortunately this idea never outreached the simple stage of 
analogy and the search for typological and decorative similarities.

In this paper we’ll ask if the houses where people lived in - built by man - and the 
ordinary domestic earthenwares used for cooking - made by women and chil-
dren - can be used as reliable identity-markers in early medieval coastal Flanders.
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Illustration 16: Chaff-tempered hand-made pottery from coastal Flanders. (© Yann 
Hollevoet)
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EArly MEtAlliC ArtEfACts of AdornMEnt in 
portugAl

Andreia Catarina Arezes (University of Porto, Portugal)

In this poster I aim to present some objects related to the early presence of ‘bar-
barian’ people in Portuguese territory, from the last decades of the 4th century 
until the beginning of the 6th. 

The artefacts I intend to analyse are metallic elements of adornment, which 
were mainly worn over the costume. They are part of a group, which is not 
particularly large, but nevertheless is significant, of objects deposited in Portu-
guese museums and public institutions. Most of them have already been pub-
lished but have not been studied correctly. Indeed, some of the artefacts were 
wrongly classified.  

A part of these metallic items are bronze buckles and fibulae, but the most mean-
ingful artefacts of the group are made of gold. This applies to the diadem and 
the ring made of gold and garnets, both recovered from a cemetery located in 
Beiral do Lima (Ponte de Lima, Viana do Castelo), which was never properly 
investigated or excavated. 

The other three golden objects, recovered at Santa Clara de Louredo (Beja), are 
two buckles and an ornament. A sword with an iron blade was also found, sup-
posedly related to the elements of adornment. 

My analysis and interpretation were developed as an attempt to classify the 
artefacts according to a typology and to discuss their cultural affiliation 
along with their artistic and chronological contexts. In doing so, I was able to  
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extend the scale of my analysis and compare the metallic elements to oth-
ers from well-known sites, namely burial sites, located in Central Europe and 
Spanish territory.
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MErovingiAn ColonisAtion of BronzE AgE 
BArrows At BEErsE-kroMMEnhof (provinCE of 
AntwErp, BElgiuM)

Stephan Delaruelle, Bart De Smaele, Catherina Thijs, Simon Verdegem, Sofie 
Scheltjens & Jef Van Doninck (AdAK, Belgium)

Between November 2008 and July 2009, AdAK, the intercommunal archaeo-
logical service for the northern Antwerp Campine region, discovered and exca-
vated a multi-period site over more than 2 hectares in collaboration with project 
developer Matexi. During the excavations it was possible to investigate a large 
part of a Bronze Age cemetery, consisting of ten barrows. The eldest dates back 
to the late Neolithic, but most of the barrows were constructed between 1600 
and 1400 BC. The cemetery was maintained during the rest of the Bronze Age 
and most of the barrows show signs of repairs and revisualization, mostly by 
adding post circles.

Remarkably, the Bronze Age barrows were re-used as burial monuments in the 
Merovingian and the beginning of the Carolingian period, between approxi-
mately 600 and 775 AD. A total of 36 graves was discovered, most of which were 
situated in or next to a barrow. 

Most striking were six large chamber graves, which occupied two separate bar-
rows. In the largest barrow (M1), with a diameter of 23 meters, four chamber 
graves were situated. In the fill of the central grave, the remains of the primary 
Bronze Age burial were found. In a smaller, presumably oval monument on the 
northern side of the cemetery (M3) two other chamber graves were located. 
These chamber graves consisted of a large pit (3.5 x 2.5 m) in which a wooden 
grave chamber was built with planks on two crossbeams. The deceased was buried  
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fully dressed with jewellery and/or weapons and other grave goods, mostly pot-
tery. Unfortunately, some of the graves were raided by contemporary grave rob-
bers. On the basis of these goods, it was possible to point out two male graves 
and three female graves. Typologically, the finds date most of the chamber buri-
als between 610 and 680 AD. 

Most of the other deceased were inhumed in two other monuments, M6 and M8, 
which seems to accentuate the higher status of the people buried in the chamber 
graves. Six graves lay in between M3, M6 and M8. Most of the graves had no 
coffin, but five of these showed clear traces of a winding sheet. Only eleven de-
ceased were inhumed in a coffin. Ten of these coffin graves were situated in M8, 
where they form row graves. Four of the coffin graves contained grave goods, all 
belt buckles. One grave also contained a fibula and a knife. The fibula is dated be-
tween 670 and 750 AD. Possibly some of these ‘simple’ burials are younger than 
the chamber burials. Dating of the bone of a coffin grave gave a date between 
690 and 880 AD. 

South of M6 a horse was buried in a relatively small pit. Presumably, the horse was 
put in vertically. Especially the vertebra and the teeth were clearly recognisable.

Next to the barrows, traces of early medieval farmyards were documented, which 
are possibly related to the graves. Although only one building on the edge of the 
excavated area was undeniably dated in the Merovingian period, it seems clear 
that the settlement itself was close to the cemetery. 
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Illustration 17: Overview plan of the excavation at Beerse-Krommenhof. (© AdAK)
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BAElEn, provinCE of liègE (BElgiuM): A gErMAniC 
sEttlEMEnt in lAtE AntiquE northErn gAul

Claire Goffioul, Frédéric Hanut & Eric Goemaere (Public Service of Wallonia, 
Belgium)

During the archaeological intervention, conducted by the Direction de l’Archéologie 
(Directorate of Archaeology) of the Service Public de Wallonie (Public Service of 
Wallonia), which preceded the building of the “TGV ” (high speed train), several 
sites discovered in Baelen revealed the widespread occupation of the area during 
the Roman Empire (from the end of the 1st century to the second half of the 4th 
century). At Nereth, a large settlement from the Late Antiquity follows a rural 
settlement from the Early Roman Empire. The site proves the presence of one or 
more Germanic families during the 4th century. The buildings and archaeologi-
cal material are typical of the people coming from the North Sea, Lower Rhine 
and Weser Triangle. From the end of the 3rd century these people were often 
referred as the “Franks”. The identification of a Germanic rural site in Wallonia is 
an interesting historical event. Up to now, most known Germanic settlements in 
the Roman territory were to be found in the south of the Netherlands, the valley 
of the Scheldt valley or the region of Campine. The presence of Germanic popu-
lations in Wallonia during the 4th-5th century seemed to be limited to military 
sites (castellum of Liberchies and rural fortifications of Dourbes, Montaigle, Pry 
and Virton-Château Renaud).
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Illustration 18: Baelen/Nereth, iron fibula, Ambrustfibel type. (© SPW, L. Baty)
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BAElEn, provinCE dE liègE (BElgiquE): un 
étABlissEMEnt gErMAniquE du BAs-EMpirE dAns 
lE nord dE lA gAulE

Claire Goffioul, Frédéric Hanut & Eric Goemaere (Service Public de Wallonie, 
Belgique)

Lors de l’opération archéologique préalable aux travaux de la ligne de train à 
grande vitesse menée par la Direction de l’Archéologie (SPW), plusieurs sites 
découverts à Baelen révélaient une vaste occupation du secteur sous l’empire 
romain (de la fin du Ier siècle à la seconde moitié du IVème siècle). À Nereth, 
une importante occupation de l’Antiquité tardive succède à un habitat rural du 
Haut-Empire. Le site illustre l’installation au IVème siècle d’une ou plusieurs fa-
milles germaniques. Leurs bâtiments et mobiliers sont représentatifs des peuples 
établis entre la mer du Nord, le cours inférieur du Rhin et la Weser. À partir de 
la fin du IIIème siècle, ces populations sont fréquemment réunies sous le vocable 
générique de « Francs ». L’identification d’un site rural germanique en Wal-
lonie est une donnée historique intéressante. En effet, jusqu’ici, la plupart des 
habitats germaniques connus en territoire romain se concentraient dans le sud 
des Pays-Bas, dans la vallée de l’Escaut ou en Campine. La présence d’éléments 
germaniques en Wallonie aux IVème – Vème siècles se cantonnaient le plus sou-
vent aux sites militaires (castellum de Liberchies et les fortifications rurales de 
Dourbes, Montaigle, Pry et Virton – Château Renaud).
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CulturAl disContinuity And thE MigrAtion 
hypothEsis. thE ‘slAviC MigrAtion’ (6th 
CEntury) in thE light of nEw ArChAEologiCAl 
finds froM BohEMiA

Nadežda Profantová (Institute of Archaeology Prague, Czech Republic)

The problem of discontinuity between the archaeological cultures of the Mi-
gration Period and the Prague Type Culture (PTC) appears on a wide territory 
of Middle Europe including Bohemia and Moravia.  The PTC was formed in 
Ukraine and the south of Belorussia during the 5th century. About a century 
later, it spread over a large territory of Southeastern Poland, Slovakia, Moravia 
and Bohemia. 

The main characteristics of the PTC are: (1) specific location of settlement sites; 
(2) a special type of pit-house with a stone oven in the corner; (3) cremation 
burial rite; (4) simple, undecorated pottery vessels and some other features and 
artefact types.

I will document the similar character of archaeological remains of this period of 
time, shared by the territory of Ukraine and Bohemia, using the evidence of the 
sites of Raškiv on the one hand, and Roztoky on the other. Another important 
conclusion is that there is certain continuity between the PTC and later phases 
of the Early Middle Ages in Bohemia (8th-12th century). There is very probable 
the ethnical interpretation of the population of the later periods being attested 
by numerous written sources as ‘Slavic’ (Venedi or Sclavini, later Cihu-vinides – 
Bohemians, Czechs). 
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Illustration 19: Map of Prague: type pottery culture pit houses with stone 
(square symbol) and clay ovens (circle symbol) or without it. (© N. Profantová 
2009, obr. 6. The territory of Romania and Moldavit, after G. Fusek)
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trAnsforMAtions in food EConoMy And 
husBAndry prACtiCEs during thE lAtE roMAn 
And MErovingiAn pEriods in northErn gAul: 
thE ContriBution of thE ArChAEozoology

Fabienne Pigière (Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences, Belgium)

The archaeozoology is used in this research in order to provide information about 
the socio-economic evolution between Antiquity and the Early Middle Ages in 
Northern Gaul. In particular, the economic aspects relating to the production, 
distribution, and consumption of animal resources have been studied. The issue 
has also been addressed by an interdisciplinary approach, incorporating the results 
from several archaeological and environmental disciplines, together with textual 
data. Research has focused on the fertile Middle Belgian and Dutch loess region 
(see fig. 1). The archaeozoological study is based on a corpus of 106.486 faunal re-
mains that were discovered at nine sites. Several of these sites, i.e. Tournai, Namur 
and Maastricht, were continuously occupied from Antiquity to the Middle Ages, 
facilitating research into the socio-economic changes and continuities. 

A set of indicators have been identified of a profound transformation in the food 
economy and husbandry practices between Antiquity and the Merovingian pe-
riod. It is shown that the late Roman period was a turning point with important 
changes in the exploitation of animal resources. A clear shift in the consumption 
patterns from the Early to Late Roman period is attested at all studied sites: the 
proportion of pork increases significantly at the expense of beef. The importance 
of pig is maintained during the Merovingian period at all sites. It is believed that 
the general increase in pig at the expense of cattle during the Late Roman pe-
riod, and on sites of differing status, reflects the increased importance of pig in 
the economy from that period onwards. In addition, several archaeozoological 
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data and the textual sources show the importance of pig herding in the woods 
during the Merovingian period. 

Moreover, intensive use of cattle for agricultural work typical of Roman period 
is no longer apparent in the Merovingian sites. There is a decrease in the amount 
of pathologies related to traction and the large oxen raised for agricultural work 
in the Roman period are no longer identified. In Merovingian times, the cattle 
from the studied sites may have come from farms that put greater emphasis on 
milk production, as indicated by the increase in the proportion of cows. It ap-
pears that a series of indications emerge about a possible return to a less extensive 
exploitation of arable land in the loess region after a period of overexploitation, 
the beginnings of which can be dated back to the Late Roman period. 

Reference
• Pigiere, F. (2009). Evolution de l’économie alimentaire et des pratiques 

d’élevage de l’Antiquité au haut Moyen Age en Gaule du nord. Une étude ré-
gionale sur la zone limoneuse de la Moyenne Belgique et du sud des Pays-Bas. 
Oxford: B.A.R.-International Series 2035, pp. 601. 

Illustration 20: Location 
of the studied sites in the loess 
region. (© F. Pigière)
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risE And fAll of A frAnkish intEntion – thE 
EArly history of A frontiEr plACE BEtwEEn 
sAxons And slAvEs At thE rivEr ElBE

Jens Schneeweiß (University of Göttingen, Germany)

In the years just after the end of Charlemagne’s war against the Saxons in 804 
it was his intention to finally adjust the situation of his Empire, especially at its 
eastern border. His capitularies of 805 and 806, both proclaimed at Diedenhofen 
(today’s Thionville in Lorraine, France), can be seen as significant evidence for 
this intention. 

The location of the border trade post of Schezla, mentioned exclusively in 
the Diedenhofen Capitulary of 805, has been the subject of many scholarly 
debates. The results of recent archaeological excavations at the Höhbeck offer 
a reason to return to this question, as they indicate that Schezla might have 
been located in this area. A position between Bardowick and Magdeburg at 
the Elbe river offers the least amount of contradictions. In Carolingian times, 
the border between the Charlemagne’s Christian Empire and the pagan Slav 
world passed through here. The passing on of a name has to be viewed as a 
function of the individual history of a place. Thus a name cannot be used as 
indispensable precondition for the identification of its location. The kind 
of archaeological finds and features that can be expected to be found has to 
be determined by the exact function and form ascribed to such border trade 
posts during the time of the capitulary. Even though a basic outline is known 
from the capitulary, most details remain hypothetic, which makes it impos-
sible to work out a specific and undisputed configuration of finds and fea-
tures to expect. The role of trade, as opposed to its control through the border 
posts is too obscure for predictions, especially for the first years following the 
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Diedenhofen Capitulary. Archaeological evidence of an early 9th century set-
tlement with military artefacts should be requested as a sine qua non. 

The recently discovered Saxon settlement in Meetschow, located at the foot 
of the Höhbeck hill, offers many criteria which make identification as Schezla 
quite probable. A strong relationship between the riverside trading post and the 
fortification on top of the Höhbeck is most likely, since the latter was able to be 
dendrochronologically dated to 810, the year of its first mentioning as castellum 
hohbuoki in the Frankish Annals. The history of both places, ranking among 
the most important Early Medieval sites in Lower Saxony, was determined by 
their role on the eastern border of the Frankish Empire. Their fate was closely 
connected with Charlemagne. Both have been abandoned after his death, which 
was followed by a change in politics, and disappeared from the knowledge of 
the people. From then on, the Elbe river no longer represented the border of the 
Empire, and the region left of the Elbe became Slavic territory. A Saxon-Frankish 
influence only started to reappear in the 10th century. 
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Illustration 21: The probable course of the eastern border of 
Charlemagne’s Empire with the places which are mentioned in the 
Diedenhofen Capitulary of 805. (Modified after Caspar Ehlers, 
Die Integration Sachsens in das fränkische Reich (751-1024), Göttin-
gen 2007, p. 252 fig. 76)








