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LAND OFF MILLSTONE LANE, BARNACK, 

PETERBOROUGH 
 

ARCHAEOLOGICAL STRIP, MAP AND SAMPLE 

EXCAVATION 
 

 

SUMMARY 
 

This report presents the results of an archaeological strip, map and sample excavation undertaken on 

land off Millstone Lane, Barnack, Peterborough. The project was commissioned by Francis Jackson 

Homes Ltd. to provide information in support a planning application to Peterborough District Council 

for residential development of the site. 

 

The site lies in an archaeologically sensitive area, within the historic core of Barnack and on a site where 

previous excavation has identified medieval buildings, possibly of high status. 

 

The investigation comprised the stripping of an area measuring approximately 6.5m x 5.0m and the 

excavation of a single 7.5m x 1.6m trench, both targeted at the footprint of a proposed dwelling located 

at the southwest corner of the proposed development. The investigation established that intensive 

quarrying of the site had taken place over the area of investigation, probably during the  medieval period.  

 

 

1.0 INTRODUCTION 

 
 

This report presents the results of an archaeological strip, map and sample excavaion undertaken on land 

off Millstone Lane, Barnack, Peterborough. The project was commissioned by Francis Jackson Homes 

Ltd. to provide information in support of a planning application submitted to Peterborough District 

Council for the residential development of the site (Application 14/02244/FUL). Fieldwork was carried 

out on 11th May 2015, in accordance with a Written Scheme of Investigation compiled by Witham 

Archaeology and approved by the Peterborough City Archaeologist. 

 

The information in this document is presented with the proviso that further data may yet emerge. Witham 

Archaeology cannot, therefore, be held responsible for any loss, delay or damage, material or otherwise, 

arising out of this report. The document has been prepared in accordance with the Code of Conduct of 

the Institute of Archaeologists. 

 

 

2.0 SITE LOCATION, TOPOGRAPHY & GEOLOGY (see Figs. 1 and 2) 

 
Barnack village  is located in the administrative district of Peterborough Unitary Authority and lies 5.5km 

southeast of Stamford and 12.5km northwest of Peterborough. The proposed development site comprises 

an approximately rectangular plot of land measuring around 750 square metres which lies within the 

historic core of Barnack, at the junction of Millstone Lane and School Road, centred on NGR 507700 

305000. The area of investigation lies at the southwest corner of the site within an area where one of the 

three proposed dwellings to be constructed at the site would be located (Figs 4 and 5).  

 

Barnack lies in a landscape of rolling limestone country in the Welland Valley. The Geological Survey 

Survey of Great Britain Ordnance Survey Sheet 157 indicates underlying bedrock of Upper Lincolnshire 

Limestone. However, to the north of the village, the Soil Survey of England and Wales 1:625,000 soil 

map (1983) indicates that the underlying soils of the area comprise the river terrace and lacustrine gravel 

of the Badsey 2 association, consisting of fine, well-drained, calcareous soils over limestone gravel. The 

surface geology comprises clayey sands and gravel. 
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3.0 ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

 
Information provided by the Peterborough City Council Archaeology Service indicates that the site is 

located within an archaeologically sensitive area, in the historic core of Barnack and within a site where 

previous archaeological investigations have revealed the remains of a medieval building, possibly of high 

status.  

 

The earliest documentary evidence for Barnack derives from a charter of 664 which names the village of 

Beronica in a grant of land by the king of Mercia to burg (Peterborough). An 11th century document 

refers to the granting of rights for quarrying to build a new church. At the time of the Domesday survey 

the village is recorded as Bernac and in listed as being held by 'William, son of Ansculf'(Hounsel, 2008).  

 
The nearby parish church of St. John the Baptist contains fabric of Anglo-Saxon date and 100m to the 

south of the site on Millsone Lane are cottages and an almhouse of 15th century date 

 

Evaluation of the site in 1998 (Gossip, 1998) identified the presence of a number of walls on the site 

thought to be of medieval date. Subsequently an open area excavation over the northern part of the site 

recorded much of the ground plan of a large stone built medieval building. Evidence of quarrying pre-

dating this structure was identified and at least two phases of re-modelling and rebuilding of the structure 

were recorded. The function of the building was not clear although a large domestic hearth survived on 

the site and some evidence for industrial use of the building was present (ibid) (Hounsel, 2008). 

Quarrying of the site resumed from the 15th to 18th centuries after the building was abandoned.  

 

 

4.0  AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 

 

 
 The principal objectives of the project, as set out in a Witham Archaeology specification  were to 

 

 investigate the archaeological remains which survive on the site in order to determine their date, 

character and function in order to the reveal the nature of occupation at the site. 

 

 record the stratigraphic sequence of the archaeological deposits at the site with a view to 

reconstructing the chronology of occupation. 

 

 integrate the stratigraphic and contextual record with artefactual and ecofactual material to 

reconstruct to elucidate any changes in the nature of occupation 

 

 produce a project archive for deposition with the appropriate museum and from which the 

potential for further study and academic research could be assessed. 

 

5.0 METHODOLOGY 

 
The project specification provided for the stripping of the footprint of the proposed building within Plot 

3 located at the southwest corner of the application area (Figs 4 and 5). In addition, the area south of the 

proposed building footprint up to the south boundary of the site was to be included in the strip. All 

excavations were carried out by mechanical excavator fitted with a smooth-bladed ditching bucket.  

 

At the time of excavation a small square of tarmac was present within the site just off the access from 

Millstone Lane (Fig 3). This was built in recent times by the previous landowner and split the proposed 

area of excavation in two parts. Although the surface of the tarmac was placed at street level it was at a 

considerably lower level than the surrounding areas of the site and considerable truncation of deposits 

must have occurred during its installation.  

 

Initial stripping of the area south of the area of tarmac (Trench 1) revealed deeply stratified deposits 

characteristic of quarrying. With the agreement of the City of Peterborough Planning Archaeologist, a 

trench was excavated to the north of the square of tarmac to establish if the quarrying extended across 

the proposed area of excavation. Excavation of the trench identified further evidence of quarrying and 
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following site monitoring by the Planning Archaeologist it was decided that it would be unnecessary to 

strip the area of tarmac.  

 

Trench bases and sides were then cleaned by hand to allow characterisation and where possible dating of 

the stratigraphic sequence. 

 

A record of the site was compiled through plans drawn at scale 1:20 and sections at 1: 10, colour digital 

and monochrome (35mm) photographs, and individual written context records on pro forma recording 

sheets. Trenches were located in relation to fixed points on the site. 

 

 

6.0 RESULTS 
 

For ease of reference, the following account is presented on a trench-by-trench basis. Full context 

descriptions are provided in Appendix A and a complete catalogue of finds is provided in Appendix B. 

 

6.1 Trench 1 (see Fig 4) 

 

Trench 1 (approximately 6.5m x 5m) was located within the footprint of the proposed dwelling but 

initially positioned to avoid disturbing a square of tarmac at the site access. Following consultation and 

monitoring by the City of Peterborough Planning Archaeologist, it was agreed that it was unnecessary to 

disturb the tarmac.  

 

Removal of topsoil exposed deposits of loosely compacted fragmented limestone (101), (104), (105) 

(106) and (107). Towards the northeast corner of the area a small area of limestone bedrock (108) 

measuring approximately 1.8m long and 09m wide was exposed. This was truncated on all sides, 

seemingly by multiple phases of quarrying. A combination of hand and machine excavation of an area 

north of Section 2 and to west of the bedrock island revealed a clearly defined quarry face (Plate 2) (Fig 

4). At the northeast corner of the area, a cut [103] through the northwest corner of the bedrock contained 

a soft, loose mid brown sandy silt (102) from which a single sherd of Late 12th to early 14th century Ely 

type medieval pottery was recovered 

 

Deposit (104) comprised a loosely compacted deposit of 70% pieces of irregular limestone measuring up 

to 0.4m x 0.1m and 30% loose, light yellowish brown crushed or decayed limestone (Fig. 5, Sections 2 

& 3). This measured up to 0.85m thick to the lower limit of excavation and represents waste quarrying 

material dumped in the open quarry. A backfilled deposit of 80% irregular fragments of limestone 

measuring 0.15m x 0.15m and 20% loose mid brown silty sand comprised overlying deposit (105). 

Extending across both (104) and (105) was an up to 0.45m thick layer of loose to moderately compacted 

mid yellowish brown silt sand containing frequent limestone fragments of up to 100mm diameter and 

occasional large pieces measuring up to 0.4m x 0.1m (101). Where recorded in Section 1 at the centre of 

the area, much of the layer was already removed by machining. This layer probably represents a final 

backfilling of the quarry.   

 

Recorded only in Section 3 at the southeast corner of the area was a loose, dark greyish brown humic 

silty sand (100) containing occasional limestone fragments of up to 30mm in size. This deposit forms 

part of the topsoil from over the site.  

 

6.2 Trench 2 (Fig 4) 

 

Trench 2 was located 4.8m north of Trench 1, on the north side of the tarmac square located at the site 

access off Millstone Lane. The trench was excavated to a depth of 1.15m to 1.2m to below the current 

ground surface but at no point were undisturbed natural deposits recorded.  

 

The earliest deposit was located at the west end of the trench (207) and comprised moderately compacted 

fragments of limestone measuring 0.2m to 0.3m in size. This layer was recorded in plan only. Overlying 

this was (205), an up to 0.88m thick deposit of 40% loose light yellowish brown course sand and 60% 

medium (0.10m -0.15m) and large (0.3 to 0.4m) limestone fragments (Figure 5, Section 1). This deposit 

is likely to be waste material dumped from an adjacent quarry. The deposit above (205) comprised an up 

to 0.3m thick moderately compacted and friable mid reddish brown sand silt (204) containing occasional 

to moderately frequent medium sized pieces of limestone. This appears to be a deposit that accumulated 
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in the hollow left by the quarry. An up to 0.4m thick mid brown silty sand deposit (203) overlying (204) 

probably originated in the same manner. 

 

Deposit (202) comprised an up to 0.37m thick deposit of friable, dark grey silty sand containing 

inclusions of coal and fragments of limestone. This deposit is of an appearance and character which 

suggest nearby occupation of the site, although no dating evidence was recovered to suggest when this 

happened. Overyling this was (206), an up 90mm thick, discrete deposit of loose, dark greyish brown 

silty sand extending for only just over 1.5m in the trench section. Similarly deposit (202), a 70mm thick 

dark grey silty sand extended over a short distance of just over 0.9m. At the top of the sequence was a 

0.33m thick topsoil of loose, friable dark grey silty sand (200).  

 

. 

7.0 DISCUSSION & CONCLUSION 
 

The investigations identified deeply stratified deposits which undoubtedly represent quarrying at the site. 

Dating of these quarry operations is problematic as little in the way of dateable ceramics were recovered. 

However, the only pottery recovered from the fills of the quarries is of medieval date. Had the fills been 

of post medieval or later date it may be expected that at least some dateable material of these later periods 

would have been recovered.  

 

How the quarries fit in with the known archaeological phasing of the site is difficult to determine. During 

the open area excavation on the north side of the site, the wall of a medieval building was found to be 

built into the fills of a quarry, establishing beyond doubt that a phase of quarrying pre-dated the 

residential phase of occupation (Hounsel, D., 2008). It is believed that this first phase of quarrying lasted 

from the the 13th to 14th centuries. However, a second phase of quarrying took place between the fifteenth 

and 18th centuries.  

 

It would seem reasonable to suggest that, based on the lack of later material recovered from the fills of 

the backfilled quarries, that the activity in this area dates to the initial phase of extraction. However, the 

lack of any sign of settlement phase features over the top of the backfilled deposits might suggest that 

later features have been truncated and that the recorded quarry may belong to the second phase of 

extraction.  

 

8.0 ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

The author of this report would like to thank Paul Johnson of Francis Jackson Homes for his support in 

ensuring that the project was brought to successful conclusion. Thanks are also due to Alex Beeby for 

production of the finds report. 

 

9.0  BIBLIOGRAPHY 
 

Gossip, J. 2006. An Archaeologial Evalution at Millstone Lane, Barnack, Cambridgeshire. University of 

Leicester Archaeological Services Report Number 98/110. 

 

Hounsel, D., 1998. Land at Millstone Lane, Barnack, Cambridgeshire. Post-Excavation Assessment 

and Updated Project Design. Oxford Archaeology East Report Number 972.  

 

 

10.0  PROJECT/ ARCHIVE DETAILS 
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SITE CODE: BAML14 

 

PLANNING APPLICATION No.: 10/00118/OUT 

 

FIELD OFFICER: D Trimble 

 

NGR: 507700 305000 



Witham Archaeology Report No. 88: Land off Millstone Lane, Barnack, Peterborough  

Archaeological Strip, Map and Sample Excavation 

 

 

5 

 

CIVIL PARISH: Barnack 

 

DATE OF INTERVENTION: May 11th 2015 

 

TYPE OF INTERVENTION: Strip, map and sample excavation 

 

UNDERTAKEN FOR: Francis Jackson Homes Ltd 

 

 

10.2 Archive Details 

 

PRESENT LOCATION: Witham Archaeology, Unit 6, Sleaford Station Business Centre, Station Road, 

Sleaford Lincolnshire, NG34 7RG 

 

FINAL LOCATION: Peterborough Museum 

 

MUSEUM ACCESSION No.: TBC 

 

ACCESSION DATE: TBC 

 

 

The Site Archive Comprises: 

Context Records    16 

Plans at Scale 1:50   GPS digital 

Section Drawings at Scale 1:20  3 

Black and White photographs  4 

Digital Photographs   6 

Set of Site Notes    1 

 

It is intended that transfer of the archive in accordance with current published requirements will be 

undertaken following completion of this project. 



Witham Archaeology Report No. 88: Land off Millstone Lane, Barnack, Peterborough  

Archaeological Strip, Map and Sample Excavation 

 

 

6 

COLOUR PLATES 

 

 
Plate 1: Excavation of Trench 1 in progress. From north. 

 

 

 
Plate 2: Trench 1 from west, scales 1 x 1m and 1 x 2m. Quarry face behind vertical scale. 
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Plate 3: Trench 2, Section 1 from southwest end of trench, Scales 1 x 1m, 1 x 2m 
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APPENDIX A - CONTEXT DESCRIPTIONS 
 

Context Interpretation Description 

100 Quarry backfill Loose, dark greyish brown humic silty sand with occasional 

limestone frags up to 30mm diameter. Max thickness 0.22m 

101 Possibly late 

quarry backfill.  

Loose, up to 0.45m thick, moderately compacted mid yellowish 

brown silty sand containing frequent limestone fragments up to 

100mm in size and occasional large irregular pieces approximately 

0.4m x 0.1m in size. 

102 Fill of cut [103]. 

Fill of quarry pit. 

Soft\loose mid brown sandy silt with occasional limestone 

fragments up to 20mm in size. Moderately compacted to soft light 

brown sandy silt with frequent limestone to 100mm. 

103 Cut of quarry Steep sided quarry face identified in section at north limit of 

excavation. 

104 Quarry backfill Loose, 0.85m thick deposit of 70% limestone, irregular pieces of 

maximum size of 0.4m to 0.1m. 30% light yellowish brown loose 

crushed or decayed limestone.   

105 Quarry backfill 80% irregular limestone fragments, maximum size of 0.5m to 0.15m 

and 20% as (102) 

106 Quarry backfill Recorded in plan only. Comprises 50% limestone fragments to 0.3m 

– 50% crushed limestone.  

107 Quarry backfill Recorded in plan only, very similar to (101) and (102). Could be part 

of (101) 

108 Bedrock Limestone bedrock. Recorded as one small remaining island in 

Trench 1. Truncated by quarrying on all sides.. 

200 Topsoil Loose, friable, 0.33m thick, dark greyish brown silty sand. Contains 

roots, small (10-20mm) and medium (20-30mm) sub-rounded stones. 

Occasional large stones up to 0.3m in size.  

201 Layer Loose & friable mid yellowish brown sandy gravel with frequent 

small (up to 10mm) and medium (10mm to 30mm) subrounded 

stones.  

202 Late quarry 

backfill 

Moderately compacted, 70mm thick friable dark grey silty sand. 

Moderate to frequent medium sized stones and occasional coal 

fragments. Has soil like appearance.  

203 Late backfill of 

quarry 

Moderately compacted, up to 0.4m thick, friable mid brown silt sand 

with moderate to frequent small stones and frequent large stones up 

to 0.45m in diameter. 

204 Material 

accumulated in 

open quarry. 

Moderately compacted, up to 0.3m thick, friable mid reddish brown 

sandy silt. Occasional to moderate medium sized (0.10 – 0.3m) 

diameter stone and 1 piece of pot.  

205 Quarry backfill Loose, 0.88m thick, light yellowish brown coarse sand (30%) and 

70% medium sized (0.10 – 0.15) and occasionally larger stone (0.3 

to 0.4m). 

206 Deposit 

accumulated in 

hollow left by 

qurry 

Up to 90mm thick, loose dark greyish brown silty sand – occ to mod 

stone up to 10mm in diameter.  
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POST ROMAN POTTERY 
By Alex Beeby 
 
Introduction 
All the material was recorded at archive level in accordance with the guidelines laid out in Slowikowski et al. 
(2001). The pottery codenames (Cname) are in accordance with the Post Roman pottery type series for 
Lincolnshire, as published in Young et al. (2005), which can also be used to record material from surrounding 
counties.  A total of two sherds from two vessels, weighing 50 grams was recovered from the site. 
 
Methodology 
The material was laid out and viewed in context order.  Sherds were counted and weighed by individual 
vessel within each context.  The pottery was examined visually and using x20 magnification.  This information 
was then added to an Access database.  An archive list of the pottery is included in Table 1.  The pottery 
dates to the medieval period. 
 
Condition 
The pottery is fairly fragmentary. One piece is externally sooted, probably from use over a hearth or fire; this 
piece also has a thick internal cess or scale deposit.  
 
Results 
Table 1, Post Roman Pottery Archive 

Cxt 
Cnam

e 
Full 

Name 
Sub 

Fabric 
Form Decoration Part Description Date NoS NoV 

W(g
) 

102 ELY 
Ely type 

ware 
Ca 

Close
d 

Combed 
area - 5 

teeth 
BS Handmade 

L12th-
M14th 

1 1 6 

204 BOUA 
Bourne 
Medieva
l ware 

C Jar?   Base 

Handmade?; ?ID; internal 
cess/scale; thin pale glaze;  

external soot; impressed at base 
- probably not deliberate 

M12th-
14th 

1 1 44 

Total 2 2 50 

 
Provenance 
Pottery was recovered from two pits, with fills (102) in [103] and (204) within [207] both yielding material.  
 
Range 
There is a fragment of Ely type ware (ELY) and a second in Bourne medieval ware (BOUA). These fabrics are 
common within early medieval and medieval assemblages in this area of north Cambridgeshire. 
 
Potential 
The pottery should be retained as part of the site archive. The material is stable and should pose no problems 
for long term storage. 
 
 
SPOT DATING 
The dating in Table 2 is based on the evidence provided by the finds detailed above. 
 
Table 2, Spot dates 

Cxt Date Comments 
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102 L12th-M14th
 

 

204 M12th-14th
 

 

 

ABBREVIATIONS  
BS  Body sherd 
CXT  Context 
NoF  Number of Fragments 
NoS  Number of sherds 
NoV  Number of vessels 
W (g)  Weight (grams) 
 
REFERENCES 
Slowikowski, A. M., Nenk, B., and Pearce, J., 2001, Minimum Standards for the Processing, Recording, 

Analysis and Publication of Post-Roman Ceramics, Medieval Pottery Research Group Occasional 
Paper 2 

Young, J., Vince, A.G. and Nailor, V., 2005, A Corpus of Saxon and Medieval Pottery from Lincoln (Oxford) 
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