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Broad Character: Industry
Character Type: Extractive Industry (Minerals)
National Perspective

INTRODUCTION: DEFINING/DISTINGUISHING ATTRIBUTES 
The Character Type Extractive Industries (minerals) includes the following Sub-types: 

� Aggregate dredging
� Aggregate quarrying
� Quarrying  
� Mining (coal)
� Mining (metals)
� Mining (other)
� Mining (unspecified)

Extractive industry (minerals) refers to imprints from industrial activity focussed on 
primary extraction of minerals from the earth, including stone, specific minerals, and 
ores, along with initial processing at extraction sites. It includes coal but excludes 
hydrocarbons which come under the ‘Energy Industry’ Character Type. Coverage by HSC 
is limited to areas of extractive industrial character located along the coast and within 
the marine zone. 

Aggregate dredging involves the extraction of sand and gravel by dredging from the 
sea-floor, for use principally in construction and civil engineering. It includes past and 
active dredge zones, wharves used by dredgers and associated onshore facilities for 
washing, screening, and preparation. 

Aggregate quarrying refers to areas of past or present extraction of sand and gravel by 
quarrying on land, also for use principally in construction and civil engineering, and 
includes closely associated facilities for washing, screening, and preparation. 

Quarrying refers to areas of past or present open-cast extraction of stone, used 
principally in construction and civil engineering, and excluding aggregates, coal, specific 
minerals and ores. It includes closely associated spoil heaps and facilities for initial 
processing and transportation from extraction site. Coastal sites are often favoured for 
quarrying due to outcrop exposures and ease of access and transport. 

Mining (coal) refers to areas characterised by past or present extraction of coal, whether 
by open-cast, pit or by shaft. It includes closely associated spoil, processing and 
transport facilities and processing waste. Such closely associated spoil may include 
colliery waste spread onto nearby shores.  Some coastal coal mines extend into strata 
located beneath the sea-floor. Almost all onshore coal resources in England occur in 
strata of the Carboniferous system approximately 356-299 million years old. In England, 
coals of Mesozoic and Tertiary age are insignificant onshore but occur over large areas 
offshore (BGS 2001). In general, extensive re-landscaping is undertaken after the end of 
mining at a site with the aim of returning to other productive uses of the land, often 
transforming the legibility of past Character Types expressed in today’s landscape. For 
example, the impact of coal mining on the coastal dimension has been significant in 
some areas such as the North East (Co Durham) and Cumbria. It produced ‘black 
beaches’ formerly covered with sand, creating large scale topographic changes. However 
in another highly cultural intervention, subsequent management initiatives, with strong 
and necessary levels of public engagement, have now removed much of that coal waste 
from the shoreline ( see 
http://www.durhamheritagecoast.org/dhc/usp.nsf/pws/Durham+Heritage+Coast+-
+Durham+Heritage+Coast+-+Videos+-+Turning+The+Tide ).  
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Mining (metals) refers to areas characterised by past or present extraction of metal
ores, whether by open-cast, pit or by shaft. It includes closely associated spoil, 
processing and transport facilities and processing waste. Such extraction may be 
focussed on single metal ores or, commonly, complex ore bodies from a diversity of 
economically-significant metals and minerals. Coastal metals mines often extend into 
strata located beneath the sea-floor.

Mining (other) refers to areas characterised by past or present extraction of known 
minerals other than metal ores, coal, salt, clays, stone for construction, and aggregates. 
It covers mining whether by open-cast, pit or by shaft. It includes closely associated 
spoil, processing and transport facilities and processing waste. Economically-significant 
minerals may include such items as gypsum, cobalt, arsenic, jet, wolfram, fluorspar and 
uranium. 

Mining (unspecified) refers to areas characterised by past or present extraction by open-
cast, pit or by shaft but whose stone/metal/mineral resource is not specified in sources 
available to the HSC assessor. It includes closely associated spoil, processing and 
transport facilities and processing waste. 

This Type is usually an intrusion across other Types of contemporary and earlier date, as
extractive industries and their components are generally determined by the underground 
location of their object. It includes quarrying, dredging and mining, by open-cast, pit 
and shaft. Most mines, quarries and dredging works develop over some time; while 
earlier features may be partly effaced by later activity; there are commonly traces of 
earlier technologies, plant, dumps, scours, etc, among remains from later working. 

HISTORICAL PROCESSES; COMPONENTS, FEATURES AND VARIABILITY
Overall, typical components of this Character Type include: 

� mines;
� quarries;
� wharves;
� dredging vessels;
� office, storage and factory buildings;
� mine workings, including open-cast and pit workings;
� waste tips, dumps, and spoil heaps;
� specifically associated transport systems (such as tunnels, railways and 

harbours).
Marine aggregate deposits (MADs) are sands and gravels of economic value that can be 
found on the seabed. Marine aggregates are used primarily for building and construction 
purposes and a substantial proportion of the United Kingdom’s need for aggregates is 
obtained from the seabed. Currently the UK is reliant on marine-sourced aggregates to a 
far higher degree than virtually any other nation in the world (Flatman and Doeser 2010, 
164). Dredging activity is closely related to market demand, therefore activity within 
licensed areas can be sporadic and difficult to predict (Rogers 1997).

Using marine resources reduces the pressure to work minerals on land where resources 
are constrained in areas of agricultural, environmental or development value (ODPM 
2005). It is known that there are very extensive deposits of soft aggregates (i.e. sand 
and gravel) in English waters. Their distribution is uneven with variable thickness, 
illustrating the complex geological history of the seabed (ODPM 2005). Two main areas 
of maximum MADs potential have been identified: the southern North Sea and the 
English Channel (Wenban-Smith 2002). Processes such as climate change and 
fluctuation of sea levels over the last 2 million years contributed to the deposition of 
sand and gravels which now lie on the seabed (Gubbay 2005). These materials were 
originally deposited by river systems that are now submerged (BMAPA 2000; ODPM 



National Perspective/Industry/Extractive Industry (Minerals)

3 

2005). The seabed was periodically exposed as dry land, creating a space for human 
occupation and the potential for associated past human remains on those landscapes. 
Over the last twenty years the growth and development of the offshore extraction and 
construction industries have increasingly threatened the submerged archaeological 
resource. The past character of these submerged environments is now being recognised 
at national and international level by both heritage organisations and seabed developers 
(see www.jnapc.org.uk). As a result, initiatives promoting environmentally friendly 
extraction have been developed. For example, the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund 
(ALSF) demonstrates how this scheme has enabled English Heritage to support a range 
of timely initiatives, providing new insights into mitigation, assessment, evaluation and 
potential of the marine historic environment through remote survey and field 
investigation. Historic Seascape Characterisation (HSC) has considerable contributions to 
make to applying our understanding of the historic character of the marine zone to the 
key licensed aggregates extraction areas to the median line with UK neighbours. 

Whilst coal fuelled the Industrial Revolution during the 18th and 19th centuries, oil and 
gas were the most important natural fuel resources to be discovered in England during 
the later 19th and the 20th century. They provide energy and essential chemicals for the 
home, industry, and the transport system as well as earning valuable export and tax
revenues to support the UK economy. 

Gypsum has been a basic ingredient of the plaster industry for building, rendering and 
decorative purposes since the 13th century. It has been used more recently for medical 
and surgical purposes, in the pottery, brewing and paper industries, and still on a large 
scale for building-plaster and plasterboard. Alabaster is a fine-grained, compact form of 
gypsum, and has been valued since the medieval period as a material for carving, 
domestic ornamental and decorative work. The gypsum industry includes the processes 
of mining, quarrying, transporting, preparing and producing gypsum. The mining 
technology used to exploit gypsum is similar to that used in other mining industries. 
Rock gypsum or alabaster scrap is crushed and ground to powder in plaster mills, prior 
to being heated in a kiln to remove most of its water content and produce ‘Plaster of
Paris’, while higher temperatures produce a pure plaster. Typical components comprise 
similar elements to those found in other mining industries such as adits or levels, open-
cast workings, gin circles, engine houses, inclines and a range of associated buildings, 
together with grinding mills and kilns, as well as specifically associated transport 
systems. 

Alum was imported into England mainly from the Middle East before the 15th century, 
and, from the late 15th century onwards it was imported from the Papal States for 
hundreds of years. Alum was primarily used in the textile industry as a dye-fixer 
(mordant) for wool. England’s most important medieval industry, the wool trade, relied 
upon a steady supply of alum since the value of the cloth depended on how well it was 
dyed. However, these sources were unreliable and there was a push to develop a source 
in England especially as imports from the Papal States were ceased following the 
excommunication of King Henry VIII. With state financing, attempts were made 
throughout the 16th century, but without success until early on in the 17th century
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alum). During this time, the attention was centred upon 
North East Yorkshire due to the discovery of a Jurassic Upper sequence of rock strata 
that outcropped in a thick band in the coastal cliffs to the north and south of Whitby 
(and in certain inland locations) and which contained aluminium sulphate (the vital 
ingredient of alum). The production of English alum was concentrated in this region for 
the next 250 years, stimulating the development of other industries and helping to lay 
the foundations for the Industrial Revolution from the 18th century. In general, alum 
quarries and their associated spoil tip represent the first stages of the manufacture 
process. The next stage in the process was to extract the aluminium sulphate from the 
calcined rock by soaking it in water. This was undertaken in large stone tanks called 
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steeping pits requiring a constant supply of fresh water. The secondary processes were 
undertaken in a purpose-built factory called the alum house. These were often some 
distance from the quarry, so the raw liquid had to be transported. Once at the alum 
house, the raw liquid was boiled and concentrated to a point where the aluminium 
sulphate would crystallise with the addition of an alkali. The crystals were then purified 
through a sequence of washing and re-crystallising cycles. The details of this process 
were a closely guarded secret, and no contemporary accounts survive. Typical 
components of this industry include: quarries; steeping tanks; alum houses; storage and 
office buildings; reservoirs; waste tips, dumps, and spoil heaps; and specifically 
associated transport systems such as tunnels, railways, harbours and rock-cut tracks 
crossing rocky shores for loading beached cargo vessels. 

Ironstone works have had a long history in England. Ironstone is used as a component 
in some ceramics, commonly known as ‘ironstone china’ (a hard white earthenware). 
Most early ironstone was made in Staffordshire because of the abundance of clay and 
the proximity of a seaport for shipping the finished wares to North America and Europe. 
During the 17th century, several Staffordshire potteries produced a ceramic ware that 
they called ‘stone china’. Josiah Wedgwood manufactured a ‘stoneware’ china in the 19th

century that could be mass-produced. It was commonly used for heavy-duty dinner 
services in the 19th century. Charles Mason took out a patent for ‘Mason's Ironstone 
China’ in 1813 as a cheap alternative to porcelain. Ironstone china was also very popular 
during the 1970s (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ironstone). In some areas, ironstone 
deposits have been strip mined, resulting in deep linear quarries known as 'gullets', 
surrounded by extensive areas of spoil. Some of these former workings have been 
returned to agriculture, but others (e.g. Twywell Gullet) support limestone grassland rich 
in plant species such as orchids 
(http://www.naturalengland.org.uk/ourwork/conservation/geodiversity/englands/countie
s/area_ID25.aspx). Usual components include mines; quarries; bloom furnaces and 
slags; office and factory buildings; waste tips, dumps, and spoil heaps; and specifically 
associated transport systems (such as railways and harbours.

The use of jet has a long history, reaching back to the early fourth millennium BC in 
England and flourishing again in the Roman period. Best known now for its use as a 
symbol of mourning in Victorian times after the death of Prince Albert in 1861, jet has 
been accorded a special status during many periods in the past. Its rarity and aesthetic 
appeal have led to its use as a prestige commodity. In England, the only commercially 
viable deposits of jet occur in North Yorkshire Moors. Although most jet was mined from 
inland strata on those Moors, some of the ’jet rock’ outcrops along the coast near 
Whitby and Robin Hood’s Bay, giving rise to a distinctive local jewellery industry in those 
coastal towns and villages which thrived in the 19th century and still survives to a much 
smaller extent today. These particular deposits have high levels of aluminium and this 
produces jet of extremely high quality. Usual components include: mines and adits, 
which are a type of entrance to an underground mine (in both cliffs and foreshore); 
waste tips, dumps, and spoil heaps.

Potash is used worldwide in almost every major agricultural industry. It is used as a 
fertilizer on grain crops such as corn, soybeans, oil palms, coffee, sugar cane, cotton, 
fruit and vegetables. The majority of potash production goes into fertilizer, but it is also 
used in commercial and industrial products (e.g. from soap to television tubes) (BGS 
2006). Potash is worked by underground mining methods. Waste products include the 
discharging of clays and salt. Boulby Mine is the only potash mine in operation in 
England. Usual components include mines and exploration boreholes; office and factory 
buildings; and specifically associated transport systems (such as railways, roads, ships 
and docks). 
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England is a major source internationally of china clay. Extensive quarrying of the 
Hensbarrow Downs, mid-Cornwall (and to a lesser extent on Bodmin Moor and the 
south-western fringes of Dartmoor) has created a unique landscape of large open
quarries and associated spoil heaps and infrastructure forming a distinctive skyline to 
this part of the south west peninsula when viewed from the sea. Facilities to export the 
clay to the potteries of the Midlands, and latterly to the paper mills of Northern Europe, 
were purpose-built at Par in the early 19th century but the harbour there was closed to 
clay traffic in the late 2000s and most clay is now exported from the deep-water port of 
Fowey.

Quarrying has played a major role in the economic and maritime history of England. The 
remains of many slate quarries can be seen along the North Cornish coast, along with 
the facilities to export the slates from these, and larger quarries inland. The early 
demand for granite was met by moorstone from West Penwith, Bodmin Moor, and 
Dartmoor, but as demand increased larger quarries were opened and facilities for 
transport of the material expanded. Much of the stone from the dimension quarries of 
the later 19th century such as De Lank were carefully cut and dressed and used in major 
engineering works such as lighthouses (Herring and Rose 2001). The Isles of Purbeck 
and Portland are renowned for their limestone and are dotted with the remains of 
quarrying. Quarrying for Purbeck marble and Portland limestone dates back to Roman 
times for sarcophagi and inscribed stones and to the medieval period for building stone. 
Much of London was rebuilt using these stones following the Great Fire of London. 
Portland cement is also manufactured here from raw materials extracted locally (Cement 
and Concrete Basics website).

The mining of metals has a long and significant history in the country and the South 
West has nationally important centres for iron production in the Forest of Dean, for lead 
in the Mendips, and for tin and copper in Cornwall and west Devon. Evidence for iron ore 
extraction in the region goes back to the Roman period with furnaces excavated at 
Chesters Villa on the Severn (Mullin et al 2009, 24). Roman ironworking has been 
identified on Exmoor and more tentatively in Cornwall, adjacent to the fort at Restormel 
(Smith in Thorpe 2007, 27). It is likely that the smelted metal would have been 
transported by sea to centres of production. Lead production in the Mendips is centred 
on Charterhouse and, although it may have begun prior to the Roman conquest, is 
concentrated around the 1st to 3rd centuries. Evidence from the distribution of the highly 
characteristic ingots suggests that the lead was transported by road to the south coast 
for export to Gaul and beyond (Holbrook 2008, 155). Likewise, the North West was 
important for iron and coal mining, as well as iron and steel processing. These were the
main drivers behind the development of settlement and industry along the west 
Cumbrian coast from the 17th century onwards. Cumbria had the first undersea coal 
mine, at Saltom near Whitehaven, which was a classically planned town built with its 
own harbour to take advantage of the overseas trade in coal from the 17th century.

Tin and copper mining has a rich and diverse history in the South West with tin likely to 
have been exploited since the beginning of the Bronze Age in Cornwall and west Devon. 
Trade with the Mediterranean world has been inferred from scraps of ancient writings 
thought to ultimately derive from the autobiographical account of the voyage of Pytheas 
of Massalia, sadly now lost, who describes tin streaming and the working of the tin into 
ingots, as well as the customs of the merchants and sailors who traded between Belerion 
(Cornwall) and Gaul (Cunliffe 2002, 76). Industrial mining from the 18th century brought 
great wealth to Cornwall, as well as cycles of boom and bust, and technological 
innovations associated with the industry spread around the world, along with a great 
Cornish diaspora. Many of the mines were coastal and the sight of engine houses lining 
the rugged Cornish cliffs is a powerful national symbol as well as providing landmarks 
for coastal craft. Many of the coastal lodes will have been identified by miners engaged 
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in their summer occupation of fishing and shafts and galleries may extend out from the 
coastline for some distance.

England is essentially self-sufficient in mined rock salt (salt extraction by evaporation 
from brine is discussed under the HSC Character Type text for ‘Processing Industry’) 
Historically, rock salt mining has been carried out since at least the medieval period with 
exports having exceeded imports at times. Trade is currently roughly in balance (BGS 
2004). England has huge resources of rock salt (BGS 2004). Office and factory buildings 
were usually set up adjacent to the extraction sites and brine reservoirs were built. Rock 
salt mining produces no waste but has been associated with subsidence of overlying 
surface land. Salt is now produced in only two areas in England: Cheshire and the North 
York Moors National Park (BGS 2004). 

England has been a producer of building stone for hundreds of years. The country 
posses a varied geology, with wide range of building stone types available and the 
quarrying of such stone is of great importance. The use of these various types of stone 
has influenced architectural style throughout the nation 
(http://www.bgs.ac.uk/mineralsuk/minequar/stones/home.html). Sandstone has been in 
demand due to its hardened quality when weathered which makes it resistant to the 
effects of immersion, and therefore useful in harbour works. Usual components of 
quarrying include pits, waste tips, dumps, and spoil heaps; and specifically associated 
transport systems (such as railways, roads, ships and docks). 

Smaller-scale extractive industries have included clay for agriculture and brickmaking, 
copperas for a number of chemical purposes, and coprolite for fertiliser.

VALUES AND PERCEPTIONS
There are many tangible and intangible reminders of England’s rich and varied mining 
past along our coastline, both directly and in the infrastructure, the harbours, quays and 
wharves, which served them.. The remains of these often extensive industrial processes 
on the present landscape/seascape can generate complex and mixed feelings in different 
regions and places, in part dependent on people’s closeness in time and family ties to 
these industries. Some may link this Character Type, especially its coal industry 
expressions, to a hard labouring life, with many workers who suffered illnesses, but for 
many it also invokes feeling of pride in their industrial past. In the present coastal 
landscape it is also often represented by the artificial landforms of reclaimed spoil heaps 
and post industrial communities with no obvious economic base after the mines closed.

The Durham Heritage Coast’s ‘Turning the Tide’ project provides an exemplary initiative 
on the need to engage strongly with people’s emotional attachments to recently closed 
extractive industries along the coast while addressing the ongoing environmental issues 
they generate and creating a forward-looking future for the coming generations (see 
http://www.durhamheritagecoast.org/dhc/usp.nsf/pws/Durham+Heritage+Coast+-
+Durham+Heritage+Coast+-+Videos+-+Turning+The+Tide).   

The level of cultural values attached to the deep mining of the South West were 
underlined by the recent inscription of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape 
as a World Heritage Site in 2006. The Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape World 
Heritage Site bid built on the large base of interest and enthusiasm for Cornwall’s 
industrial past that already existed. There are many people in Cornwall who worked in 
the industry and the last mine only closed down in 1998. In addition many have family 
ties to the industry in the form of parents and grandparents. The success of the WHS bid 
has validated this interest and encouraged others to think of the remains of the industry 
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in a positive light. The remains of the industry are a powerful reminder to many of 
prosperity and a time when Cornwall was at the heart of the Industrial Revolution.  

Coastal quarrying is often viewed negatively whilst operations are ongoing but their 
industrial remains, trackways and the bases of cranes for loading stone onto coastal 
shipping have also lent distinctiveness to many stretches of our coastline and provided 
sources of considerable research interest to industrial archaeologists. Some coastal 
quarries are on such a scale that they form impromptu position-markers for passing 
mariners. Abandoned quarries may form important recreational areas, and are often 
valuable wildlife or geological sites. They may also be used as rubbish dumps, both 
official and unofficial.

Many of the indirect effects of extractive industry often go unrecognised, such as the 
development of nearby towns and the generation of wealth expressed in large 18th and 
19th century landowners’ estates. 

RESEARCH, AMENITY AND EDUCATION

Through the Aggregates Levy Sustainability Fund (ALSF) Regional Environmental 
Characterisation (REC) surveys have taken place, collecting baseline information on 
large areas of the seabed to enable better informed environmental assessments 
(http://www.alsf-mepf.org.uk/projects/rec-projects.aspx).

Besides also funding the Historic Seascape Characterisation (HSC) projects, the ALSF 
has supported a number of research projects related to the historic environment 
including establishing guidance (Marine Aggregates Dredging and the Historic 
Environment (2003)) and a protocol for finds reporting at all stages of extraction 
(Marine Aggregate Industry Protocol for the Reporting of Finds of Archaeological 
Interest). This has seen wide-scale reporting of archaeological finds and a significant 
interest in the historic environment within the dredging community. This was 
accompanied by an awareness programme funded by the ALSF and implemented by 
Wessex Archaeology including visits from archaeologists to workplaces, a newsletter 
(Dredged up from the Past) and a training DVD. One of the most significant 
consequences of the Protocol is the recent find of 75 Palaeolithic tools from dredging 
Area 240, approximately 8 miles east of Great Yarmouth. These were discovered on a 
wharf in Holland during sorting and sourced back to Area 240, following which an ALSF 
project was initiated to fully explore the area with some interesting results.

A wealth of research has been produced on extractive industries addressing issues 
surrounding the environmental footprint of quarrying and the sustainable provision of 
aggregates (see http://www.sustainableaggregates.com/index.htm). Furthermore
geophysical surveys are a requirement for offshore aggregate extraction to enable, 
amongst others, the assessment of the impact of these developments on the historic 
environment. These surveys also have potential to increase knowledge of the historic 
environment for an area. This information will feed into the local and national 
monuments records and inform future curatorial decisions, providing an opportunity for 
beneficial cumulative knowledge regarding marine archaeology.

Extensive research has also been undertaken regarding coal mining in England. It would 
be useful to explore further links of this industry with the marine environment to provide 
a deeper understanding of this industry as a whole nationally and internationally.
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Further research on the industrial archaeology in England would be beneficial to enable 
public access to, and appreciation and enjoyment of, the historic environment for 
present and future generations.

The presence of quarries has provided an opportunity to display cross-sections through 
the underlying geology at a large number of locations and many of these are Regionally 
Important Geological/Geomorphological Sites (RIGS).

The inscription of the Cornwall and West Devon Mining Landscape as a World Heritage 
Site in 2006 has created a focus for visitors to the various components of the industrial 
heritage of the area as well as encouraging cultural events with mining themes, lecture 
programmes covering all aspects of the site, and exhibitions displaying aspects of the 
landscape.

Today’s impact of the extractive industries in England can be seen through the wide 
range of museums and abandoned quarries use for amenity and educational purposes, 
many of which are coastally situated (e.g. Geevor, West Penwith, for the Cornish deep 
mining industry). The ALSF has also provided a wide range of educational initiatives 
including two Derek the Dredger children’s books, emphasising aspects of aggregate 
extraction, marine archaeology, marine biodiversity and how such industries work 
together and the Aggregates to Outreach Teaching Pack with curriculum linked lesson 
plans and handling collections (see www.hwtma.org.uk). 

CONDITION AND FORCES FOR CHANGE

The condition of coastal extractive industrial remains varies considerably: from almost 
total destruction to excellent preservation. Coastal remains from these industries are 
prime targets for public-awareness initiatives in the context of the forthcoming coastal 
access requirements from the Marine and Coastal Access Act 2009. This access will need 
care in its routing to avoid increasing visitor erosion on surviving features. 

Former extractive industrial sites are often classed as ‘derelict land’ which has been 
gradually ‘tidied-up’ by farmers or subject to expanding housing and industrial 
developments: in such cases, liaison with the relevant heritage planning advisers is 
needed to conserve and/or record earlier features where they still survive. In some 
areas the remains of early industry have been damaged or destroyed by cliff falls, for 
example the coastal remains of Saltom Coal Pit, Cumbria, now a scheduled monument, 
are considered to be at risk from both coastal erosion and potential cliff falls from the 
rock wall on its landward side.

RARITY AND VULNERABILITY

In terms of rarity, extractive industries (minerals) occur, of course, where their resource 
lies. Jet mines and alum works are nationally confined to north east, in particular to the 
North Yorkshire Moors. Ironstone mines, however, can be found in other parts of 
England. 

In terms of vulnerability, raising awareness of industrial remains in England will make 
them more sustainable as a resource and part of the cultural legibility of the landscape 
and seascape accessible to present and future generations. The vulnerability of the 
landscapes and seascapes produced by these industries derives in large part from their 
susceptibility to neglect and collapse; to the development and ‘restoration’ of ‘derelict 
land’, and to needs to address inherited and unresolved problems of ongoing pollution 
from such industrial remains. However some of those ‘polluting’ aspects are more 
matters of perception – claims of ‘visual pollution from unsightly industrial remains’ – 
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which may be short term and liable to change to more positive views if effectively 
addressed by public awareness campaigns while retaining the features in question to 
inform future generations of their cultural inheritance.   
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