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1.0  
2.0 Survey Report 
 

2.1 Location Plan 
 

 
 

 
2.2 Existing Drawings 
 

Copies of existing architect’s plans, cross sections and elevation 
drawings are provided within Appendix I. 

 
2.3 Photographic Record 
 

Appendix II contains the photographic record of the building and 
relevant features. The photographs are indexed and cross referenced 
to annotated drawings of the building. 

 
2.4 Survey Report 

 
1.4.01 Location 
 

The building is located on the northern side of West Road and is 
known as East Denton Hall, 800 West Road.  For ease of reference 
the building shall be known as East Denton Hall. 
 

1.4.02 National Grid Reference 
 

Easting 419900 m 
Northing 565700 m 
 

http://www.nicholsonnairn.co.uk/�
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1.4.03 Listed Building 
 

The building is a Grade 1 Listed Building. 
 

1.4.04 Date and Detail of Record 
 

The record was made on the 31th May 2007 by Christopher Barr. 
 

1.4.05 Summary Statement 
 

Alterations to 1941 Alterations to Grade 1 Listed Building. 
 

1.4.06 The Building (please note this information is has been adopted from a 
previous report) 

Notes Relating to Alterations to ‘Old Dining Hall’ 
 

Terms of Reference: 
Denton Hall and its Association : William Weaver Tomlinson 1894 
Down Your Aisles:  The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 1850 -
2000 
   By Michael Main and Leo Gooch 
Catholic Year Books 
 
The Old Dining Hall was originally ‘a large rectangular chamber, 36 
feet by 18 feet.’ 
The floor plans reproduced from ‘Denton Hall’ indicate the layout at 
1894. 
The Hall was lit by three triple-mullioned windows, 2 on the west face 
and 1 on the east face. 
Page 107 and 108 of ‘Denton Hall’ makes reference to a corridor being 
formed between the principal entrance door and the east-facing 
window. This was subsequently removed. The position of this partition 
wall more or less aligns with the present (and proposed) retained 
partition incorporating the stained glass window. 
The Dining Hall had direct access to the kitchen both by door and what 
is referred to as the ‘Buttery Hatch’. 
The impressive centrally located fireplace and mantle that is presently 
separated from the rest of the area of the previous Dining Hall is best 
appreciated from the photograph taken from ‘Denton Hall’ (copy 
attached). 
All existing historical surface features have been retained when the 
north / south wall was added last century. 

Date of Alterations 
 
East Denton Hall became the Bishops residence in 1941. The Bishops 
residence before this being at Sandyford House, Newcastle and before 
this at Tynemouth. 
The coats of arms displayed within the doorways into the present 
chapel are those of Bishop John William McCormack and it can be 
safely assumed that these were brought from what had been his 
residence in Tynemouth by Bishop McCormack in 1941. 
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The stained glass window to the entrance partition displays Bishop 
McCormack’s coat of arms and the reference to “1936” within the glass 
refers, we believe, to be the death of Bishop McCormack’s parents. 

The Requirement for Change 
 
Registers, or year books, for 1941-43 indicate that East Denton Hall 
was the residence of not only Bishop McCormack but two priests, 
three sisters, Diocese Day Secretary, Diocese Treasurer and at least 
one Judicial Vicar. It can only be assumed that due to the numbers of 
people involved and the distance to the nearest church there was a 
requirement for the creation at that time of a large Chapel. 
 
Since that date numbers of staff have decreased and presently there is 
only the Bishop and his Housekeeper and Secretary. 
East Denton Hall is now used by the Diocese to not only provide a 
home for the Bishop of Hexham and Newcastle but to fulfil the role of a 
“conference centre” for the Diocese. Meetings take place on a daily 
basis. Present facilities make it difficult to accommodate the large 
numbers of people who frequently attend those meetings. 
 
It is proposed therefore to open up the Old Dining Hall. The Old Dining 
Hall would then return to its former importance within the building and 
provide a useful area that can fulfil the requirements of the Diocese for 
the 21st Century. 
 
An underused first floor room, that has already been subject to some 
1950’s alterations (the formation of a W.C.), could then become the 
setting of a reduced but more appropriately sized Chapel. 
The dressed stone doorways, already moved from Tynemouth to East 
Denton Hall in 1941, would be retained and used as part of both the 
Chapel and the Entrance Corridor.  
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Appendix I 
 
 
Existing Plans Prepared by Nicholson Nairn Architects 

with Photograph Locations Indicated. 
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